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INTRODUCTION. 


This  work  has  not  been  undertaken  to  feed  the  pride  of  Massa- 
chusetts, nor  has  any  desire  crept  into  it  to  assert  for  her  soldiers 
any  claim  for  distinction  that  shall  disparage  others.  It  is  under- 
taken in  full  recognition  of  the  fact  that  in  the  great  struggle  in 
which  all  had  a  common  stake  the  citizen  soldier  lost  sight  of  State 
lines  and  distinctions  in  a  broader  and  higher  patriotism.  It  is  an 
endeavor  to  discharge  for  Massachusetts  a  debt  which  all  of  the 
States  true  to  the  Union  owe  to  the  valor  and  sacrifice  of  their  citi- 
zen soldiery,  that,  as  far  as  possible,  the  life  they  lived  and  the 
death  they  faced  that  the  nation  might  live  may  be  preserved  in 
all  their  interesting  detail  and  thrilling  incident  as  a  tender  memory 
and  an  inspiring  example.  It  has  fallen  to  able  and  brilliant  men 
of  literary  reputation  to  write  the  history  of  the  war  and  of  the 
causes  out  of  which  it  sprung,  and  many  valuable  books  have  been 
written  in  our  own  and  other  States  which  have  put  in  permanent 
form  for  posterity  the  statistics  of  the  several  States  in  the  war,  and 
many  and  just  tributes  to  individual  heroism  have  illumined  the 
pages  of  those  who  have  written  of  its  wonderful  campaigns  and 
awful  battlefields.  But  few,  if  any,  who,  like  the  author  of  this 
book,  lived  during  that  terrible  period  all  the  phases  and  met  all  the 
experiences  of  a  soldier's  life,  save  that  extreme  one  he  saw  so 
many  comrades  meet,  have  undertaken  to  bring  out  for  others  to 
read  the  manner  of  life  a  soldier  lived,  its  different  sides  and  shades, 
its  sunshine — the  little  there  was  in  it — and  the  trials  and  hazards 
that  waited  on  all  its  footsteps. 

In  a  marked  degree  the  soldiers  of  Massachusetts  were  drawn 
from  every  walk  in  life.  Not  only  did  the  sons  of  toil  leave  the 
plow  and  the  workshop  for  the  camp,  but  all  classes  of  her  people 
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viii  INTRODUCTION. 

in  less  arduous  and  exacting  pursuits  in  life,  from  all  the  profes- 
sions and  all  the  institutions  of  learning,  from  the  students  cloister 
and  the  scholar's  retreat,  put  off  the  garb  of  their  calling  and  took 
their  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  soldier.  Every  Massachusetts  regi? 
ment  contained  well  nigh  a  complement  of  artizans  skilled  in  ail 
the  handiwork  that  the  exigencies  of  war  might  ever  require.  All 
varied  pursuits  and  professions  had  their  representatives  in  each  of 
our  regiments,  able,  while  fighting  as  common  soldiers,  to  put  also 
the  training  of  their  lives,  if  need  be,  to  the  service  of  their  country. 
This  great  variety  in  the  character  and  home  habits  among  the 
Massachusetts  soldiers  added  greatly  to  the  interesting  features  of 
the  lives  they  lived,  as  well  as  to  the  efficiency  and  value  of  the 
service  they  rendered.  The  material  furnished  by  this  phase  of  a 
soldiers  life,  so  abundant  in  the  regiments  and  camp  life  of  the 
Massachusetts  soldiers,  cannot  fail  to  add  interest  and  attraction, 
almost  amounting  to  romance,  when  the  whole  story  of  their  expe- 
riences and  work  comes  to  be  told.  It  will  be  seen  how  many 
times  the  success  of  large  undertakings,  of  battles,  and  even  of 
campaigns,  was  made  certain  by,  if  it  did  not  often  hinge  upon,  tbe 
training  in  civil  life  and  genius  in  exigency  brought  into  camp  as  a 
part  of  their  outfit  from  that  almost  infinite  variety  of  pursuit  which 
our  soldiers  left  behind  when  they  answered  the  call  of  their  coun- 
try. No  Massachusetts  regiment  was  without  men  in  the  ranks 
competent  to  man  and  run  an  engine  on  a  sudden  emergency,  or 
repair  its 'machinery  if  need  be,  to  build  a  bridge  if  wanted,  black- 
smiths if  they  were  the  need,  telegraph  operators  if  the  peril  of  the 
instant  required  such  service.  It  seemed  ns  if  Massachusetts  had 
sent  into  the  war  men  educated  and  trained  on  purpose  to  meet,  as 
far  as  preparation  could  fit  them,  the  unforeseen  chances  and  casual- 
ties of  war.  What  it  fell  to  those  men  to  do,  in  critical  moments, 
in  averting  disaster  or  insuring  success  is  no  small  part  of  the  ser- 
vice our  Commonwealth  rendered  the  country. 

Hut  in  a  broader  sense,  and  by  a  higher  standard,  did  Massachu- 
setts win  imperishable  distinction  in  the  war.    She  furnished  no 
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battlefield  for  the  clash  of  arms  and  the  spilling  of  blood,  but  that 
great  battle  of  ideas  which  preceded  the  war  and  which  the  war 
alone  could  compose  was  waged  first  and  fiercest  and  longest  where 
those  that  preceded  the  Revolution  were  waged.  They  had  a  com- 
mon birthplace,  and  Faneuil  Hall  was  the  cradle  of  them  all.  The 
lineage  and  even  the  lineaments  of  the  fathers  who  agitated,  and 
debated,  and  threw  overboard  the  tea,  could  easily  be  traced  in  the 
sons  who  defied  the  fugitive  slave  law  and  set  at  liberty  Anthony 
Burns.  And  when  out  of  the  conflict  of  those  ideas  came  the  clash 
of  arms  and  the  shedding  of  blood,  it  was  but  the  continuity  in 
Baltimore  of  the  fight  on  Lexington  Green,  and  the  baptizing  anew 
of  our  own  19th  of  April  with  the  blood  of  Massachusetts  martyrs. 
Massachusetts  had  a  Governor  in  1861  and  during  this  later  war 
aglow  with  the  same  tire  and  consecrated  to  the  same  cause  which 
animated  her  first  war  governors — wearing  fitly  the  mantle  of  John 
flancock  and  Samuel  Adams.  He  had  his  field  glass  upon  the 
manoeuvres  of  the  enemies  of  their  country,  even  before  they  were 
discovered  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  he  brought  her  Legislat- 
ure up  to  the  work  of  preparation  for  the  outburst  of  a  long-gath- 
ering storm,  the  sure  approach  of  which  seemed  revealed  more 
clearly  to  his  vision  than  to  that  of  any  others  in  authority. 

Thus  it  came  to  pass  that  our  Commonwealth  began  earlier  than 
any  of  her  sister  States  the  outfitting  of  soldiers — even  before  the 
call  for  volunteers  had  been  issued  by  the  President — and  was  in 
readiness  to  respond  at  a  dav's  notice.  She  sent  out  also  in  the 
person  of  her  great  anti-slavery  prophet  and  senator,  Charles  Sum- 
ner, the  avant  courier  proclaiming  to  the  world  the  ideas  which 
dominated  the  war  and  setting  up  the  flagstaff  along  the  line  of 
march  farther  in  front  than  was  revealed  to  the  ordinary  vision, 
but  up  to  and  even  beyond  which  the  forces  controlling  the  conflict 
impelled  the  armies  and  government  of  the  republic.  She  furnished 
also  the  chairman  of  the  military  committee  of  the  Senate  during 
the  entire  war,  whose  devotion  to  the  arduous  duties  devolving  upon 
that  committee  was  felt  as  that  of  no  other  man  in  every  army 
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corps,  through  all  its  complicated  organization,  from  the  outfit  of 
commander  to  the  tent  life  of  the  soldiers  in  the  ranks,  in  giving 
efficiency,  in  inspiring  courage,  and  in  securing  all  possible  comfort 
and  care  to  those  braving  all  and  suffering  all  to  which  a  soldier  is 
exposed  in  war.  Not  less  useful  and  essential  in  achieving  success, 
if  less  conspicuous,  was  the  service  Massachusetts  rendered  through 
her  delegation  in  the  House  of  Representatives  during  the  war.  It 
has  been  recently  said  by  one  outside  of  her  borders  and  not  sym- 
pathizing with  her  during  the  great  struggle  for  the  Union,  that 
during  the  period  from  1855  to  1875,  which  covers  the  conflict  out 
of  which  the  war  arose,  the  war  itself,  and  the  period  of  recon- 
struction : — 

"  Whether  it  was  for  weal  or  for  woe,  whether  it  was  wisely  or 
unwisely  done,  men  may  differ  and  historians  may  dispute, — but  as 
a  matter  of  fact  Massachusetts  led  America  and  led  her  with  an 
audacity  and  an  aggressiveness,  with  a  skill  and  an  eloquence,  with 
a  power  and  force  that  have  never  been  surpassed  in  all  the  tide  of 
time  in  the  leadership  of  a  great  people."* 

In  chronicling  the  part  which  the  Massachusetts  soldier  bore  in 
the  brunt  and  flagrant  ordeal  of  war  itself,  how  much  more  than  all 
else  she  contributed  will  one  find  to  relate  of  patient  endurance,  of 
costly  sacrifice,  of  heroic  death,  and  sublime  martyrdom  in  the 
ranks  of  her  soldiery  and  among  those  who  commanded  and  led 
them.  A  quarter  of  a  century  and  more  has  elapsed  since  the 
story  of  the  achievements  of  our  soldiers  on  distant  battlefields  was 
brought  back  to  sorrowing  homes  among  us,  told  too  often  on  coffin 
lids,  and  too  frequently  for  peace  or  composure  in  crippled  and 
mangled  and  wasted  sons  and  brothers  coming  back  to  die.  And 
even  yet  grief  and  horror,  mingling  with  the  pride  their  valor  en- 
kindles, so  disturb  us  that  it  is  difficult  to  hold  a  steady  pen  when 
attempting  to  recount  for  thofce  who  are  to  come  after  these  our 
heroes  the  sacrifice  and  martyrdom  which  crowned  their  lives. 
Those  who  had  any  share  in  the  tragic  incidents  of  the  war  must 

•Mr.  Breckinridge  of  Ky.,  II.  of  H.,  January  lDth,  1888. 
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have  passed  away  from  among  men  before  the  historian  will  arise 
whose  pen  will  record  or  describe  those  great  historical  events  with 
the  cool  indifference  of  judicial  impartiality,  but  neither  history 
nor  patriotism  will  withhold  the  debt  which  is  due  and  the  tribute 
which  belongs  to  the  brave  soldier  till  after  he  shall  have  passed 
beyond  the  knowledge  of  either.  And  it  is  well  that  it  should  be 
so.  Contemporaries  and  participants  alone  can*  tell  the  thrilling 
and  immortal  story  ;  and  the  intensity  of  feeling,  the  burning 
patriotism  and  the  self-abnegation  which,  like  inspiration,  lifted  the 
soldier  into  a  higher  atmosphere  and  awakened  in  him  a  new  life, 
can  be  portrayed  in  their  true  colors  only  by  those  whose  whole 
being  was  pervaded  and  illumined  by  the  light  of  experience.  A 
single  battlefield  reproduced  in  any  approach  to  reality  would  even 
now  tax  the  credulity  of  all  whose  eyes  had  never  looked  upon  the 
scone  itself.  The  historian  of  Massachusetts  in  the  war  will  have 
more  than  a  hundred  of  these  to  describe,  and  will  arise  from  his 
task  sorrowing  that  his  colors  are  so  pale  and  that  his  best  effort- 
falls  so  far  short  of  what  his  own  eves  have  seen.  Nothing  but 
miraculous  power  can  bring  back  to  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the 
citizens  of  to-day,  much  less  to  those  of  future  generations,  a  re- 
alization of  the  marvelous  and  awe-inspiring  scenes  through  which 
the  Massachusetts  soldiers  marched  from  Baltimore  to  Appomat- 
tox. And  yet  a  failure  to  attempt  this  work  or  to  stop  in  it  short 
of  the  limit  to  human  endeavor  is  a  dereliction  of  duty  which  our 
Commonwealth  cannot  afford  to  condone.  There  is  in  it  a  wealth 
of  patriotic  sacrifice,  of  sublime  heroism,  and  glorious  example,  of 
which  she  cannot  disinherit  her  children.  She  must  take  care  lhat 
it  is  transmitted  to  them,  like  refined  gold,  in  its  original  luster,  so 
stamped  and  so  kept  that  its  true  lesson  and  real  worth  will  be 
recognized  of  them  all,  whatever  shadow  may  in  the  future  obscure 
the  path  of  duty  and  however  formidable  the  difficulties  that  may 
beset  their  footsteps. 

IlEXttY  h.  DAWES. 
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This  book  is  written  from  a  Massachusetts  stand-point.  It 
does  not,  therefore,  attempt  to  present  a  general  history  of  the 
great  Civil  War,  and  the  author  has  taken  it  for  granted  that 
the  reader  will  be  so  far  acquainted  with  the  prominent  feat- 
ures of  that  war  that  he  will  trace  and  duly  appreciate  the 
relation  of  what  is  here  recorded  to  the  great  whole.  His 
attempt  has  been  in  so  far  as  practicable  to  record  in  a  con- 
cise yet  comprehensive  way  the  part  taken  by  the  Common- 
wealth—  by  its  government  in  meeting  the  demands  upon  it 
as  an  integral  part  of  the  Nation;  by  its  statesmen  in  the  haljs 
of  Congress  and  elsewhere;  by  its  military  sons  in  the  various 
fields  to  which  they  were  called;  by  its  philanthropists  in  their 
noble  efforts  to  meet  and  solve  the  humanitarian  problems 
which  were  the  outgrowth  of  the  war;  and  by  its  sanitary  and 
benevolent  associations,  which  in  the  best  spirit  of  Christian 
kindness  did  so  much,  so  tenderly  and  so  faithfully,  to  ame- 
liorate the  horrors  of  warfare. 

The  attempt  to  cover  in  a  single  volume  so  great  a  field 
has  necessitated  much  research,  patient  investigation  and  care- 
ful verification,  with  most  rigorous  condensation.  No  attempt 
has  been  made  to  build  up  suppositions  as  to  what  might  have 
been  under  other  conditions:  it  has  seemed  sufficient  to  state 
what  was  done  and  the  immediate  effects  of  the  doing.  The 
basis  of  the  work  has  naturally  been  the  official  records  of 
the  Commonwealth,  published  and  unpublished;  but  these  have 
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been  supplemented  by  the  records  of  the  Nation,  by  all  avail- 
able authentic  publications,  and  by  valuable  contributions  of 
information  from  participants  and  others.  To  the  hundreds 
from  whom  he  has  received  assistance,  direct  or  indirect,  the 
author  can  only  in  this  general  way  express  his  sincere  ap- 
preciation and  tender  his  thanks. 

Few  words  of  explanation  are  felt  to  be  necessary  regarding 
the  plan  of  the  work.  In  the  sketches  of  organizations,  the 
purpose  has  been  to  give  the  original  roster  of  officers,  with 
some  of  the  more  important  subsequent  changes;  to  follow  the 
regiment  or  company  in  all  its  wanderings;  to  give  as  ac- 
curately as  possible  its  losses  in  every  conflict  in  which  it 
took  part,  and  to  notice  the  death  of  every  commissioned  offi- 
cer from  the  state.  In  casual  references  to  general  officers, 
the  simple  title  of  "General"  has  commonly  been  used,  as  it 
was  deemed  sufficiently  explicit;  while  in  other  grades  officers 
have  usually  been  designated  by  their  actual  commissioned 
and  mustered  rank.  There  were  many  brevets,  as  well  as  com- 
plimentary commissions  under  which  the  recipient  was  not  mus- 
tered into  the  national  service,  important  to  the  individual 
and  honorably  won,  but  not  coming  within  the  scope  of  this 
chronicle.  In  the  Statistical  Table  following  these  sketches  the 
author  has  indulged  in  some  modifications  which  he  believes 
will  make  them  more  accurate  and  valuable  for  purposes  of 
comparison,  though  much  more  elaborate  compilations  would  be 
necessary  to  insure  exactness  and  entire  justice.  The  member- 
ship column  is  intended  to  give  approximately  the  number  of 
individuals  (re-enlistments  not  counted)  who  served  with  the 
organization.  Assigned  recruits  and  others  who  never  reported 
for  duty  are  not  counted ;  yet  it  has  been  necessary  to  include 
in  some  of  the  regiments  and  companies  large  numbers  who 
only  served  for  a  short  time.  In  such  cases  the  student 
should  bear  in  mind  that  comparisons  and  percentages  must 
at  the  best  be  misleading. 
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The  sketches  of  General  Officers  will  he  found  interesting 
and  valuable,  and  great  effort  has  been  made  to  have  them 
entirely  accurate.  Their  aim,  in  harmony  with  that  of  other 
portions  of  the  book,  is  simply  to  present  the  story  of  what 
the  several  individuals  did  and  were  during  the  period  of  the 
war.  In  a  few  cases  a  brief  reference  to  the  earlier  life  of 
the  officer  has  seemed  necessary  in  connection  with  his  part 
in  the  rebellion.  In  addition  to  those  officers  entering  the 
service  with  the  volunteer  organizations  from  the  state,  it  has 
been  deemed  just  to  include  those  sons  of  Massachusetts  serv- 
ing in  the  regular  array,  as  well  as  those  not  residents  or 
natives  of  the  state  who  were  commissioned  by  Governor  An- 
drew and  subsequently  rose  to  higher  rank. 

Finally,  the  volume  is  sent  out,  not  with  a  vain-glorious 
purpose  to  exalt  our  own  by  any  depreciation  of  the  part  borne 
by  other  Commonwealths.  The  simple  narration  of  what  Mas- 
sachusetts was  and  did  must  fill  the  breast  of  every  patriot 
with  a  renewed  faith  in  humanitv ;  a  thankful  heart  for  the 
devotion  and  the  courage  which  won  so  glorious  a  name;  a 
pang  of  tender  sorrow  at  the  sacrifices  required.  The  writer 
has  risen  from  his  task,  more  than  ever  proud  to  be  a  eitizen 
©f  the  state  which  wrought  so  magnificent  a  work  during  those 
crucial  times ;  which  gave  so  many  strong  arms  and  wise  heads 
and  faithful  hearts  to  the  demands  of  the  hour.  To  have 
shared  never  so  humbly  in  that  grand  uprising  and  outpour- 
ing of  a  world's  best  exhibition  of  heroism  and  consecration 
is  houor  indeed;  in  this  imperfect  record  of  the  deeds  of  a 
great  and  honored  Commonwealth,  it  is  hoped  that  there  may 
be  incentive  for  constant  and  increasing  devotion  to  all  which 
makes  for  the  uplifting  and  progress  of  our  common  human- 
itv—the  best  and  truest  patriotism. 

JAMKS  L.  BOWEX. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  November,  1889. 
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The  Election  of  1800— The  New  State  Government— Preparatory 
Measures — Loyalty  of  Massachusetts— Opening  of  Hostilities— 
The  President's  Call  and  the  Sending  Forth  of  the  Militia. 


OUR  candidates  for  the  governorship  of  Massachusetts  en- 


tered the  field  in  the  political  campaign  of  1860,  represent- 


*  ing  the  four  parties  in  the  presidential  contest.  John  A. 
Andrew  of  Boston  was  the  republican  candidate,  and  Erasmus  D. 
Beach  of  Springfield  the  Douglas  democratic,  while  the  remaining 
factions  of  the  democratic  party — the  Bell-Everett  and  the  Breckin- 
ridge— were  represented  respectively  by  Amos  A.  Lawrence  of  Boston 
and  Benjamin  F.  Butler  of  Lowell.  The  election  was  held  on  the 
6th  of  November  and  the  total  vote  for  the  four  candidates,  in- 
cluding 75  scattering  ballots,  was  169,609.  Mr.  Andrew  received 
104.527,  Mr.  Beach  35,191,  Mr.  Lawrence  23,816  and  Mr.  Butler 
6.000:  the  clear  majority  of  Mr.  Andrew  over  all  competitors  was 
39,445.  The  entire  republican  state  ticket  was  elected  by  about 
the  same  majority,  and  the  congressional  delegation  was  wholly 
republican. 

The  new  state  government  was  inaugurated  on  the  5th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1861.  South  Carolina  had  passed  the  ordinance  of  secession 
two  weeks  before  ;  three  other  southern  states  were  on  the  point  of 
following  her  example  and  yet  others  were  taking  earnest  steps  in 
that  direction.  The  situation  was  one  of  grave  importance ;  civil 
war  was  almost  a  foregone  conclusion,  and  the  people  naturally 
turned  with  anxious  thoughts  to  scan  anew  the  records  and  the 
public  acts  of  those  who  were  to  be  their  leaders  in  such  a  moment- 
ous crisis.  The  new  governor  of  the  Old  Bav  State  bore  this 
scrutiny  well,  and  his  first  official  acts  were  of  a  nature  to  inspire 
confidence  in  his  fitness  for  the  important  position  to  which  he  had 
been  called.    Never  a  politician  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term, 
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Governor  Andrew  came  to  the  high  and  responsible  office  untram- 
meled  and  free  to  devote  the  wonderful  energies  of  his  nature  to 
the  service  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  nation.  Being  then  in 
his  43d  year,  having  been  born  in  Maine  in  1818,  he  was  in  the 
full  possession  of  his  superb  mental  and  physical  powers. 

John  A.  Andrew  graduated  at  Bowdoin  college  at  the  age  of 
19,  gave  a  few  years  to  the  study  of  law,  and  in  1840  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  Suffolk  county,  entering  an  office  in  Boston.  Bis 
success  in  the  profession  was  marked  and  rapid,  so  that  at  the  time 
of  his  election  he  undoubtedly  stood  at  the  head  of  the  Massachu- 
setts bar.  His  public  life  had  been  confined  to  a  single  term  in  the 
state  Legislature,  though  in  the  previous  summer  he  had  been  chair- 
man of  the  Massachusetts  delegation  to  the  republican  convention 
at  Chicago,  which  nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  for  the  presidency. 
This  was  in  brief  what  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  knew  at 
that  time  of  the  man  who  had  been  placed  at  the  head  of  the  state 
government.  It  was  an  unstained  record,  and  in  the  crucial  test 
to  which  Mr.  Andrew  was  at  once  subjected,  the  promise  it  gave  was 
noblv  redeemed. 

The  new  Legislature  met  and  organized  January  2,  1861,  with 
William  Claliin  of  Newton  as  president  of  the  Senate  and  John  A. 
Goodwin  of  Lowell  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  A 
departure  from  the  ordinary  procedure  in  such  cases  was  a  retiring 
address  from  Governor  Nathaniel  I\  Banks,  who  had  for  three  years 
successfully  conducted  the  duties  of  the  office.  Impressed  by  the 
omens  of  the  times,  that  high-minded  patriot  communicated  to  the 
incoming  government  his  views  and  such  suggestions  as  his  ex- 
perience prompted.  In  that  address  he  held  out  no  hope  of  escape 
from  a  terrible  civil  contest ;  but  he  had  no  fear  for  the  final  result. 
"  There  can  be  no  peaceable  secession  of  the  states,"  he  declared. 
**  The  strength  of  every  government  must  be  tested  by  revolt  and 
revolution.  I  doubt  not  that  the  providence  of  God,  that  has  pro- 
tected us  hitherto,  will  preserve  us  now  and  hereafter." 

President  Claflin  of  the  Senate,  on  taking  the  chair  to  which  he 
had  been  elected,  referred  to  the  threatening  situation,  saying. 
"  Whatever  action  we  may  take,  let  us  be  careful  of  the  rights  of 
others,  but  faithful  to  our  trusts."  Speaker  Goodwin,  in  reference 
to  the  same  subject,  remarked  : — 

For  the  second  time  in  our  history,  we  see  a  state  of  our  Union 
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setting  at  naught  the  common  compact,  and  raising  the  hand  of  remorse- 
less violence  against  a  whole  section  of  her  sister  states,  and  against  the 
Union  itself.  But  for  the  first  time  in  our  history  are  unrebuked  trai- 
tors seen  in  the  high  places  of  the  nation,  where,  with  undaunted  front, 
they  awe  into  treasonable  inaction  the  hand  the  people  have  solemnly 
deputed  to  hold  the  scales  of  justice,  and  wield  the  imperial  sword. 
.  .  .  .  It  is  to  he  remembered  that  Massachusetts  sacrificed  much 
to  establish  the  Union,  and  to  defend  and  perpetuate  it.  She  is  ready 
to  sacrifice  more,  provided  it  touch  not  her  honor  or  the  principles  of 
free  government, — principles  interwoven  with  her  whole  history  and 
never  dearer  to  the  hearts  of  her  people  of  all  classes  and  parties  than 
they  are  to-day.  Lot  us  approach  this  portion  of  our  duties  with  cool- 
ness and  deliberation,  and  with  a  generous  patriotism. 

Adjutant  General  Schouler,  at  about  the  same  time,  responding 
to  a  toast  to  Major  Anderson,  then  besieged  in  Fort  Sumter,  spoke 
for  the  military  power  of  the  state  when  he  said :  "  We  have  no 
boasts  to  make ;  history  tells  what  the  men  of  Massachusetts  have 
done,  and  they  will  never  disgrace  that  history."  Every  where  there 
was  the  same  feeling, — that  war  should  be  avoided  if  it  were  possi- 
ble, even  by  any  sacrifice  or  compromise  compatible  with  honor  and 
equal  rights ;  but  if  the  last  resort  failed,  and  the  dreadful  alter- 
native presented  itself,  the  honor  of  the  Old  Bay  State  should  be 
vindicated  and  its  devotion  to  the  Union  and  the  national  govern- 
ment be  put  forever  beyond  question.  In  few  words  the  new  gov- 
ernor, while  treating  the  entire  subject  at  length  and  with  great 
ability,  summed  up  the  situation,  saying,  "The  people  will  forever 
stand  by  the  country."  It  will  from  this  be  understood  with  what 
purpose  the  men  of  Massachusetts  acted ;  and  while  every  possible 
preparation  was  being  made  for  meeting  what  was  considered  the 
inevitable  struggle,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise  or  an  evidence  of 
divided  councils  that  before  the  close  of  the  month  a  petition,  bear- 
ing the  names  of  15,000  prominent,  people  <»f  the  state,  urging  con- 
ciliatory measures  to  avert  if  possible  the  threatened  strife,  was 
sent  to  the  Massachusetts  delegation  in  Congress. 

In  the  same  direction  was  the  appointment  by  the  Legislature, 
early  in  February,  of  a  commission  to  represent  the  slate  at  the 
conference  or  convention  called  at  the  instance  of  Virginia  to  meet 
at  Washington,  when  the  Bay  State  was  represented  by  this  able 
list  of  her  sons:  Lieutenant  Governor  John  Z.  Goodrich  of  Stock- 
bridge,  Charles  Allen  of  Worcester,  George  S.  Bout  well  of  Grot  on, 
Francis  B.  Crowninshicld  of  Boston,  Theophilus  P.  Chandler  of 
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Brookline,  John  M.  Forbes  of  Milton  and  Richard  B.  Waters  of 
Beverly.  This  convention  was  duly  held  and  submitted  to  Congress 
its  plan  for  compromise ;  but  nothing  could  then  check  the  mad 
race  of  secession. 

While  these  efforts  in  behalf  of  peace  were  being  made,  Gover- 
nor Andrew  and  his  associates  were  not  idle.  These  associates 
consisted  of  Lieutenant  Governor  John  Z.  Goodrich,  who  soon  after 
resigned,  being  appointed  collector  of  the  port  of  Boston  ;  Secretary 
of  State  Oliver  Warner  of  Northampton,  Treasurer  and  Receiver 
General  Henry  K.  Oliver  of  Salem,  Attorney  General  Dwight  Fos- 
ter of  Worcester,  Auditor  Levi  Reed  of  Abington,  Executive  Coun- 
cilors Jacob  Sleeper  of  Boston,  John  I.  Baker  of  Beverly,  James 
M.  Shute  of  Somerville,  Hugh  M.  Green  of  Northfield,  Joel  Hayden 
of  Williamsburg,  James  Ritchie  of  Roxbury,  Oakes  Ames  of  Easton 
and  Eleazer  C.  Sherman  of  Plymouth.  The  state  Legislature  con- 
sisted of  a  Senate  of  40  and  a  House  of  Representatives  of  240 
members. 

The  first  movement  of  Governor  Andrew  was  to  put  himself  in 
communication  with  the  executives  of  the  other  New  England  states, 
dispatching  messengers  to  each  on  the  evening  of  his  inauguration. 
Colonel  Wardrop  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  Militia  was  sent  to  Ver- 
mont, while  Colonel  Albert  G.  Clarke,  afterward  the  governors 
private  military  secretary,  went  to  New  Hampshire  and  Maine. 
Other  representatives  visited  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island.  All 
of  these  were  cordially  received.  It  was  arranged  that  in  all  the 
states  salutes  should  be  tired  and  other  demonstrations  made  on  the 
8th  of  Junuarv.  in  honor  of  General  Jackson's  victorv  at  New 
Orleans,  with  a  view  to  quickening  the  patriotic  pulse;  and  from 
Maine,  where  an  important  conference  was  held,  the  message  was 
returned  that  wherever  Massachusetts  led  that  commonwealth  would 
follow.  By  this  thoughtful  act  of  her  chief  oflicer.  Massachusetts 
occupied  her  rightful  position  of  leader  of  the  New  England  states — 
a  position  in  keeping  with  her  material  and  numerical  strength  and 
her  previous  proud  record  in  the  van  of  many  a  noble  cause. 

Immediate  attention  was  given  by  the  executive  to  the  perfection 
of  the  militia  organizations  of  the  state,  so  that  if  their  services 
should  be  called  for  they  could  not  only  respond  at  once,  but  in  a 
manner  to  retlect  credit  upon  the  Commonwealth.  These  organiza- 
tions were  not  formidable  in  numbers.    While  the  state  militia 
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comprised  three  divisions,  commanded  respectively  by  Major  Gen- 
erals Sutton,  Morse  and  Andrews,  with  two  brigades  to  each  divis- 
ion|  the  total  numerical  strength  only  reached  5,593  officers  and 
men,  divided  into  nine  regiments  and  three  battalions  of  infantry, 
three  battalions  and  eight  unattached  companies  of  riflemen,  and 
one  battalion  and  five  unattached  c  mi  panics  of  cavalry.  Back 
of  these  organizations  was  the  registered  but  unorganized  militia 
of  the  state,  between  the  ages  of  18-and  45,  making  a  total  strength 
of  155,380.  Under  the  laws  of  the  state  the  officers  furnished 
their  own  arms  and  uniforms  and  the  men  also  uniformed  them- 
selves while  the  state  furnished  their  arms  and  equipments  and  paid 
the  rent  of  armories  for  the  several  companies.  In  the  way  of 
armament  the  total  resources  of  the  state  at  that  time  consisted  of 
71  pieces  of  field  artillery  of  all  calibers  and  about  10,000  muskets, 
a  quarter  of  which  were  of  the  Springfield  rifled  muzzle-loading 
pattern,  the  remainder  being  smooth-bores  of  various  makes. 

The  active  head  of  the  military  organization  of  the  state  was 
Adjutant  General  William  Schouler,  who  had  been  appointed  to  the 
position  by  Governor  Banks,  and  retained  office  through  the  ad- 
ministration of  Governor  Andrew,  to  whom  he  rendered  inestima- 
ble service  from  his  intimate  knowledge  of  everything  pertaining 
to  his  department,  his  quick  comprehension  of  new  phases  of  the 
situation  as  they  arose,  and  his  whole-souled  devotion  to  his  duties. 
To  his  valuable  suggestions,  embodied  in  his  report  for  1860,  ren- 
dered just  before  the  change  of  administration,  and*  those  afterward 
communicated  at  the  request  of  the  executive  or  incorporated  in 
official  documents,  the  governor  was  largely  indebted  for  his  quick 
and  comprehensive  grasp  of  the  situation  and  its  details. 

A  special  order  was  issued  by  Governor  Andrew  through  the 
adjutant  general  on  the  7th  of  January,  1801,  directing  that  the 
following  day  should  be  observed  by  the  firing  of  100  guns  on  Bos- 
ton Common  and  national  salutes  at  various  other  cities  and  towns 
of  the  Commonwealth,  u  In  commemoration  of  the  brave  defense 
of  New  Orleans,  January  8,  1815,  by  the  deceased  patriot,  General 
Jackson,  and  in  honor  of  the  gallant  conduct  and  wise  foresight  of 
Major  Anderson,  now  in  command  of  Fort  Sumter,  in  the  state  of 
South  Carolina." 

A  second  order,  and  one  of  greater  importance,  followed  on  the 
16th,  which,  after  citing  the  probability  that  the  militia  of  the 
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state  might  be  culled  upon  to  assist  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  enforcing  the  laws,  directed, — 

That  the  commanding  officer  of  each  company  of  volunteer  militia 
examine  with  care  the  roll  of  his  company,  and  cause  the  name  of 
each  member,  together  with  his  rank  and  place  of  residence,  to  be 
properly  recorded,  and  a  copy  of  the  s;:me  to  be  forwarded  to  the  office 
of  the  adjutant  general.  Previous  to  which,  commanders  of  com- 
panies shall  make  strict  inquiry  whether  there  are  men  in  their  com- 
mands who  from  age,  physical  defect,  business  or  family  causes,  may 
be  unable  or  indisposed  to  respond  at  once  to  the  orders  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, made  in  response  to  the  call  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  that  they  he  forthwith  discharged  ;  so  that  their  places 
may  be  tilled  by  men  ready  for  any  public  exigency  which  may  arise, 
whenever  called  upon. 

After  the  above  orders  shall  have  been  fulfilled,  no  discharge, 
either  of  officer  or  private,  shall  he  granted,  unless  for  cause  satisfac- 
tory to  the  commander-in-chief. 

If  any  companies  have  not  the  number  of  men  allowed  by  law, 
the  commanders  of  the  same  shall  make  proper  exertions  to  have  the 
vacancies  filled,  and  the  men  properly  drilled  and  uniformed,  and 
their  names  and  places  of  residence  forwarded  to  head-quarters. 

Naturally,  in  the  excited  condition  of  the  country,  this  order 
met  with  prompt  attention  and  caused  no  little  comment.  While 
in  rare  instances  denounced  as  unnecessary  and  sensational,  it  was 
generally  commended,  by  the  press  and  by  public  opinion,  as  a  wise 
precaution,  and  this  conviction  was  deepened  as  its  good  effects  were 
manifest  in  the  improved  morale  of  the  different  commands  and 
the  hightened  esprit  du  corps.  The  growth  of  the  martial  spirit 
was  something  remarkable,  and  numerous  applications  reached 
head-quarters  for  authority  to  form  new  companies,  though  none 
were  then  authorized. 

The  action  of  the  Legislature  during  these  days  of  suspense  left 
no  uncertainty  as  to  the  position  which  would  be  taken  by  the  Com- 
monwealth in  case  the  trial  of  arms  between  the  national  govern- 
ment and  the  seceding  states  cameA  Its  first  enactment  in  relation 
*  to  the  matter  passed  and  was  approved  on  the  -Jod  of  January,  being 
a  series  of  resolves  expressive  of  approval  of  the  '•determination 
evinced  in  the  recent  firm  and  patriotic  special  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States/'  and  proffering  to  him  u  through  the 
governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  such  aid  in  men  and  money  as  he 
may  require  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the  national  government." 
To  this  resolve  there  was  practically  no  opposition,  though  freedis- 
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cussion  was  invited.  There  was  more  variance  of  opinion  in  regard 
to  the  proposition  to  authorize  the  governor  to  appoint  commission- 
ers to  meet  and  confer  with  the  representatives  of  Virginia  and 
other  states ;  but  as  the  proposed  convention  was  nominally  in  the 
interest  of  peace  the  authority  was  voted  and  the  governor  ap- 
pointed the  commission  as  above  named. 

As  the  session  was  about  closing,  the  Legislature,  on  the  3d  of 
April,  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  adjutant  general,  who  was  also 
acting  quartermaster  general,  to  equip  2000  troops  for  active  ser- 
vice, an  appropriation  of  not  exceeding  $25,000  being  made  for  the 
purpose.  This  legislation  created  considerable  adverse  comment 
among  those  not  politically  in  sympathy  with  the  administration, 
though  within  a  few  days  its  wisdom  was  abundantly  justilied,  in  a 
manner  to  silence  all  criticism  from  those,  of  whatever  party,  true 
to  the  cause  of  the  national  government  and  its  integrity. 

In  the  midst  of  this  preparation  and  suspense,  the  bombardment 
of  Fort  Sumter,  which  opened  on  the  day  following  the  adjournment 
of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  came  like  an  electric  shock.  It 
cleared  the  air  of  doubts  and  uncertainties.  It  assured  the  irover- 
nor  and  his  associates  that  their  precautionary  preparations  had 
been  wise ;  it  dispelled  the  cherished  hope  that  civil  war  might  be 
averted,  and  it  drew  the  line  sharply  between  those  who  upheld  the 
Federal  government  and  its  open  or  covert  enemies.  While  a  few 
of  the  latter  were  to  be  found,  their  numbers  were  comparatively 
insignificant;  and  when  the  question  became  that  of  union  or  dis- 
union, the  great  majority  of  those  not  politically  in  accord  with  the 
state  and  national  administrations  joined  hands  with  them  in  sup- 
port of  the  imperiled  government.  With  the  fall  of  Sumter,  in- 
decision and  hesitation  vanished.  Everv  house  disnlavcd  the  em- 
blems  of  loyalty  ;  man  and  woman,  child  and  old  age  wore  rosettes 
of  red,  white  and  blue  ;  the  stars  and  stripes  were  unfurled  from 
every  flag-staff.  The  naturally  cool  blood  of  the  North,  which  had 
shrunk  from  the  prospect  of  fratricidal  strife,  now  burned  to 
avenge  the  insult  to  the  nation  and  its  tlag. 

While  this  excitement  was  at  its  bight  came  the  first  call  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  for  troops — 75,000  men  to  serve  for  three  months,  the 
longest  term  for  which  the  militia  could  be  called  outside  of  their 
respective  states.  Of  this  force  Massachusetts  was  called  upon  for 
two  regiments,  the  governor  receiving  the  requisition  formally  from 
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the  secretary  of  war  on  the  15th  of  April,  a  few  hours  after  a  tele- 
gram had  been  received  from  Senator  Henry  Wilson  announcing 
the  call.  Immediate  messages  were  sent  out  calling  upon  the  Third, 
Fourth,  Sixth  and  Eighth  Regiments  to  report  at  once  at  Boston, 
the  head-quarters  of  these  organizations  being  respectively  at  New 
Bedford,  Quincy,  Pepperell  and  Lynn.  Within  a  week  after  the 
receipt  of  the  general  orders  in  January,  before  referred  to,  Colonel 
Jones  of  the  Sixth  had  reported  his  command  ready  for  duty  when- 
ever their  services  should  be  demanded,  and  the  promptness  with 
which  the  call  was  met  showed  that  all  had  been  alike  thorough  in 
preparation. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  the  Marblehead  companies  of 
the  Eighth  Regiment  reached  Boston,  being  the  first  in  the  city  and 
marching  in  a  severe  rain-storm  from  the  depot  through  streets 
lined  with  enthusiastic  spectators  to  the  quarters  provided  for  them. 
They  were  not  much  in  advance  of  their  comrades,  however,  for 
before  the  close  of  the  day  the  four  regiments  were  in  Boston  with 
ranks  well  filled,  anxious  for  the  orders  to  set  forth.  During  the 
bustle  of  preparation — the  two  regiments  being  ordered  to  Washing- 
ton to  be  mustered  into  the  national  service — an  additional  dispatch 
was  received  from  the  secretary  of  war  doubling  the  quota  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, making  it  to  consist  of  four  full  regiments,  under  com- 
mand of  a  brigadier  general.  Though  not  the  senior  brigadier, 
General  Benjamin  F.  Butler  of  Lowell,  commanding  the  Third 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  secured  the  appointment,  and,  dropping 
the  case  upon  which  he  was  engaged  in  a  Boston  court,  made  his 
arrangements  for  departure  with  his  command 

Something  of  a  reorganization  of  the  regiments  was  necessary 
to  make  them  conform  to  the  United  States  standard.  While  the 
state  system  required  but  eight  companies  to  the  regiment,  ten  wore 
demanded  by  the  regulations  of  the  general  government.  To  obtain 
the  requisite  number  of  companies,  some  were  detached  from  other 
regiments,  not  ordered  into  service  ;  while  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Regiments  went  forward  incomplete  in  this  respect,  additional  com- 
panies joining  them  later.  In  the  militia,  also,  each  company 
was  allowed  four  lieutenants,  though  but  two  were  recognized  in 
the  United  States  service,  and  there  were  other  variations  in  the 
rosters  of  officers  recognized  by  the  two  systems.  Nor  was  the 
treatment  of  the  matter  by  the  general  government  uniform.  In 
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the  case  of  the  regiments  sent  to  Washington,  the  officers  accom- 
panying the  several  commands  were  mustered  without  protest ; 
while  at  Fortress  Monroe  the  national  regulations  were  strictly  in- 
sisted upon. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  intelligence  that  four  regiments  would  be 
accepted  from  Massachusetts,  Governor  Andrew  ordered  Colonel 
Lawrence  of  Medford  to  report  at  once  with  his  Fifth  Regiment  at 
Boston,  prepared  to  take  the  field.  These  orders  were  not  received 
till  the  19th,  but  the  regiment  was  in  Boston  ready  for  departure 
the  following  day,  though  transportation  was  not  provided  till  the 
21st.  Meantime  the  other  regiments  had  gone  forward,— the  Third 
and  Fourth  going  by  water  to  Fortress  Monroe,  which  they  reached 
in  safety  and  where  their  presence  doubtless  saved  that  stronghold 
from  assault  if  not  from  capture  by  the  Confederate  force  gathering 
in  that  vicinity.  The  Sixth  and  Eighth  Regiments,  being  ordered 
to  Washington  direct,  had  set  forward  by  rail,  the  former  being 
about  a  day  in  advance  of  the  latter,  which  was  accompanied  by 
Geueral  Butler  and  his  staff.  The  orders  had  been  issued  for  the 
Fifth  to  prepare  to  follow,  and  at  last  there  seemed  opportunity  for 
a  brief  cessation  of  the  arduous  labors  and  excitement  of  the  few 
days  just  passed. 

Yet  during  this  momentary  respite,  intelligence  even  more  start- 
ling than  that  of  the  firing  upon  Sumter  was  telegraphed  from 
Baltimore  throughout  the  loyal  states.  The  attack  upon  Major 
Anderson  had  been  anticipated  ;  that  upon  Colonel  Jones's  com- 
mand in  the  streets  of  Baltimore  had  not  been.  The  people  stood 
aghast  with  a  deeper  realization  than  before  of  the  seriousness  of 
the  situation  ;  but  to  the  tireless  toilers  at  the  State  House  there 
came  only  the  call  to  renewed  exertions  and  a  graver  responsibility. 
General  Butler,  pausing  at  Philadelphia  with  the  Eighth  Regiment, 
devised  a  plan  of  action  and  sent  back  urgently  for  the  Fifth  Regi- 
ment and  Cook's  Light  Battery.  The  former  had  already  been 
summoned  ;  the  latter  had  not.  The  weary  adjutant  general  was 
roused  from  his  bed  at  a  neighboring  hotel  and  at  once  set  out  to 
summon  the  sleeping  artillerists.  So  expeditiously  was  this  done 
that  early  the  following  forenoon  the  command  with  full  ranks  and 
equipped  for  duty  was  waiting  the  order  for  departure.  On  the 
morning  of  the  20th,  Major  Pevens  at  Worcester  was  directed  to  go 
forward  as  soon  as  possible  with  his  battalion  of  Rillemen — three 
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companies.  At  5  o'clock  that  afternoon  the  command  was  in  line, 
ready  for  the  final  orders,  and  that  evening:  took  cars  for  Annapolis. 
The  Fifth  Regiment,  accompanied  by  the  battery,  set  out  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

Thus,  within  six  days  from  receiving  the  first  call,  the  Common- 
wealth had  assembled,  equipped  and  sent  forth,  ready  for  active 
duty  in  any  sphere  to  which  they  might  be  called,  five  regiments  of 
infantry,  nearly  complete,  one  battery  of  field  artillery  with  horses, 
equipment  and  ten  tons  of  ammunition,  and  a  battalion  of  ri tie- 
men.  The  promptness  of  the  response,  the  efficiency  of  the  troops 
and  the  importance  of  the  positions  which  they  filled,  were  all 
'  matters  of  which  the  Old  Hay  State  might  justly  be  proud. 


Digitized  by  GooqIc 


CHAPTER  II. 


Extra  Session  of  the  Legislature— Vigorous  Legislative  Measures- 
Public  Support  of  the  Government— Enthusiastic  Enlistments— Con- 
dition of  Boston  Harbor  — Organization  of  Relief  and  Sanitary 
Societiks. 

THE  gravity  of  the  situation  was  now  fully  apparent.  Even 
the  most  sanguine  could  no  longer  hope  for  a  speedy  solu- 
tion of  the  difficulties  which  distracted  the  country.  A 
multitude  of  questions  of  vital  importance  pressed  upon  the  state 
executive,  which  his  constitutional  powers  were  inadequate  to  meet. 
The  Legislature  had  but  just  dissolved,  after  having  made  such 
provision  as  the  circumstances  had  justified.  Yet  in  a  few  days 
the  presence  of  actual  war,  with  its  demands  upon  the  resources  of 
the  Commonwealth,  imperatively  demanded  that  further  measures, 
and  those  of  grave  importance,  should  be  immediately  taken. 
There  was  no  alternative  to  the  calling  of  a  special  session,  and 
this  the  governor  did  by  proclamation  dated  the  4th  of  May. 

On  the  14th  of  May  the  two  houses  convened  and  the  gover- 
nor's message  was  read.  It  was  a  document  of  remarkable  power, 
treating  the  issues  of  the  hour  in  a  patriotic;  and  statesmanlike 
manner.  After  dotailimr  the  action  taken  bv  the  Massachusetts 
troops  and  officials  in  other  stations,  the  enlistment  of  additional 
companies  and  the  necessary  expense  incurred,  for  which  the  Legis- 
lature would  be  called  to  make  provision,  already  amounting  to 
over  8265,000,  he  urged  such  measures  as  his  judgment  prompted, 
with  strong  expressions  of  the  spirit  which  he  felt  should  inspire 
the  duties  of  the  occasion.  This  message  so  well  illustrated  the 
temper  of  the  man  through  all  the  trying  scenes  of  his  long  otfieial 
terra,  that  extracts  from  it  may  well  be  given.   In  opening  he  said : — 

The  occasion  demauds  action,  and  it  shall  not  be  delayed  by  .speech; 
nor  do  either  the  people  or  their  representatives  need  or  require  to  be 
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stimulated  by  appeals  or  convinced  by  arguments.  A  grand  era  has 
dawned,  inaugurated  by  the  present  great  and  critical  exigency  of  the 
nation,  through  which  it  will  providentially  and  triumphantly  pass, 
and  soon,  emerging  from  apparent  gloom,  will  breathe  a  freer  inspira- 
tion in  the  assured  consciousness  of  vitality  and  power.  Confident  of 
our  ultimate  future  ;  confident  in  the  principles  and  ideas  of  demo- 
cratic republican  government,  in  the  capacity,  conviction  and  manly 
purpose  of  the  American  people,  wherever  liberty  exists,  and  repub- 
lican government  is  administered  under  the  purifying  and  instructing  _ 
power  of  free  opinion  and  free  debate, — I  perceive  nothing  now  about 
us  which  ought  to  discourage  the  good  or  to  alarm  the  brave.  .  .  . 
This  is  no  war  of  sections,  no  war  of  North  and  South.  It  is  waged 
to  avenge  no  former  wrongs,  nor  to  perpetuate  ancient  griefs  or  memo- 
ries of  conflict.  It  is  the  struggle  of  the  people  to  vindicate  their 
own  rights,  to  retain  and  invigorate  the  institutions  of  their  fathers. 
.  .  .  No  creative  art  has  over  woven  into  song  a  story  more  tender 
in  its  pathos,  or  more  stirring  to  the  martial  blood,  than  the  scenes 
just  enacted,  passing  before  our  eyes  in  the  villages  and  towns  of  our 
dear  old  Commonwealth.  .  .  .  The  yeomanry  who  in  1775,  on 
Lexington  Common  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Concord  river,  first  made 
that  day  immortal  in  our  annals,  have  found  their  lineal  representa- 
tives in  the  historic  regiment  which,  on  the  l'Jth  of  April,  1861,  in 
the  streets  of  Baltimore,  baptized  our  flag  anew  in  heroic  blood.  . 
Let  us  never,  under  any  conceivable  circumstances  of  provocation  or 
indignation,  forget  that  the  right  of  free  discussion  of  all  public  ques- 
tions is  guaranteed  to  every  individal  on  Massachusetts  soil,  by  the  set- 
tled convictions  of  her  people,  by  the  habits  of  her  successive  genera- 
tions, and  by  express  provisions  of  her  constitution. 

Thus  was  voiced  in  eloquent  language,  confidence  in  the  people, 
trust  in  the  final  result  of  the  great  contest,  a  patriotic  purpose  to 
labor  for  the  saving  of  the  Union,  pride  in  the  spectacle  presented 
by  his  Commonwealth,  and  a  jealous  care  that  even  in  the  excite- 
ment of  civil  war  the  right  of  free  speech  and  personal  conviction 
should  not  suffer.  The  message  was  at  once  referred  to  a  special 
committee  of  the  Legislature,  and  steps  were  taken  for  the  prompt 
enactment  of  such  legislation  as  the  situation  demanded.  One 
of  the  first  and  most  important  measures  passed  in  the  special 
session  was  entitled  "An  Act  to  Provide  for 'the  Maintenance  of 
the  Union  and  Constitution."  This  by  its  first  section  ratified  and 
confirmed  the  action  already  taken  by  the  governor  and  his  council, 
the  contracts,  agreements  and  expenditures  made.  It  then  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  authority,  "  with  the  advice  of  the  council," 
44  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  best  to  provide  for  the 
arming,  equipping  and  disciplining,  and  for  the  transportation  and 
subsistence  of  sj  much  of  the  military  force  of  the  Commonwealth 
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as  may  be  in  his  judgment  needed  for  defending,  sustaining  and 
maintaining  in  its  full  integrity  the  authority  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States  and  the  constitution  and  laws  thereof :  "  to  ap- 
point and  commission  officers  and  agents  and  fix  their  pay  and 
rank  :  to  settle  all  questions  arising  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Commonwealth  ;  to  pay  any  troops  of  the  state  called  into  ser- 
-  vice  and  arrange  with  the  general  government  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  the  outlay.  The  same  act  also  provided  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  fund  from  which  these  payments  were  to  be  made,  called 
the  Union  Fund,  not  to  exceed  three  million  dollars  and  to  be  raised 
by  the  issue  of  scrip  bearing  interest  at  six  per  cent  and  payable  in 
from  ten  to  thirty  years. 

A  further  issue  of  scrip  at  the  option  of  the  governor  was 
authorized  by  a  supplemental  act,  not  to  exceed  seven  millions  of 
dollars,  the  rate  of  interest  not  to  exceed  six  per  cent,  and  other  de- 
tails of  the  issue  and  sale  to  be  largely  optional  with  the  governor, 
the  proceeds  to  be  u  loaned  to  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
or  expended  in  purchasing  from  the  government  of  the  United 
States  its  treasury  notes,  or  other  evidences  of  indebtedness,"  or 
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it  might  be  exchanged  with  the  secretary  of  the  national  treasury 
for  obligations  of  the  United  States  government  of  like  amount. 
This  extraordinary  power  was  conferred  owing  to  a  feeling,  as  set 
forth  in  the  preamble  to  the  act,  that  "some  emergency  may  arise 
during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  in  which  the  aid  of  Massachu- 
setts may  be  of  service  to  the  general  government  in  its  financial 
arrangements." 

Another  act  provided  for  the  creation  of  a  sinking  fund  from  the 
receipts  of  the  scrip  above  referred  to,  reinforced  by  direct  taxa- 
tion which  future  Legislatures  were  authorized  to  levy,  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  the  indebtedness  thus  created.  Hanks  were 
also  authorized  to  invest  in  government  securities,  and  both  these 
and  direct  loans  to  the  Commonwealth  or  the  United  States  were 
exempted  from  the  provision  of  the  General  Statutes  which  forbade 
the  indebtedness  due  any  bank  exceeding  twice  the  amount  of  its 
capital  stock.    All  of  these  acts  were  approved  on  the  21st  of  May. 

The  day  following  authority  was  given  for  the  payment  of  the 
soldiers  of  the  state  called  into  service  from  the  time  of  their  re- 
porting for  duty  till  mustered  into  the  United  States  service,  at  the 
rate  allowed  by  the  general  government.    Provision  was  also  made, 
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by  an  act  approved  the  23d,  for  the  establishment  of  a  camp  of  in- 
struction, with  accommodations  for  five  regiments  of  infantry  and 
a  battery  of  artillery,  to  which  the  governor  might  at  his  discretion 
order  for  instruction  and  discipline  such  bodies  of  troops  as  had 
been  or  might  be  authorized  in  anticipation  of  calls  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  Some  general  regulations  were  added, 
and  provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  of  the  officers  neces- 
sary for  such  a  camp  or  garrison  ;  but  that  part  of  the  act  did  not  be- 
come operative,  from  the  fact  that  the  different  commands  as  fast 
as  organized  and  equipped  left  the  state  in  response  to  the  repeated 
calls  from  Washington.  The  same  act  also  authorized  the  appoint- 
ment by  the  governor  of  a  quartermaster  general,  commissary  gen- 
eral and  surgeon  general,  such  officers  being  required  by  the  vast 
increase  of  duties  in  the  several  departments-  of  which  they  would 
have  charge.  The  governor  was  further  given  power  to  appoint 
such  officers  and  agents  as  seemed  necessary.  Under  these  provis- 
ions, Dr.  William  J.  Dale  of  Boston  was  appointed  surgeon  general 
and  General  Ebenezer  W.  Stone  master  of  ordnance,  both  with  the 
rank  of  colonel,  and  Albert  G.  Browne,  Jr.,  of  Salem  military  sec- 
retary to  the  governor  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  during  Mr.  Andrew's  entire  term  of  office.  Julius  H. 
Reed  had  already  been  appointed  quartermaster  general  with  the 
rank  of  brigadier  general,  this  important  appointment  being  thus 
specifically  confirmed. 

One  other  act  remains  to  be  noticed, — an  act  not  less  important 
than  any  of  the  others  to  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
illustrating  markedly  the  disposition  everywhere  manifested  to  so 
far  as  possible  rob  war  of  its  horrors.  This  was  the  act  "  in  aid  of 
the  families  of  volunteers,  and  for  other  purposes,"  the  provisions 
of  which  were  that  any  town  or  city  might  raise  money  by  taxation 
and  through  the  constituted  authorities  apply  the  same  for  the  aid 
of  the  wife  and  children  under  10  years  of  age  of  any  volunteer  in 
the  national  service,  or  of  parent,  brother,  sister  or  child  dependent 
upon  such  volunteer  for  support,  the  same  to  be  reimbursed  by  the 
state  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  week  for  each  dependent  on  proper 
certification,  not  to  exceed  twelve  dollars  per  month  on  account  of 
any  single  volunteer.  Permission  was  also  given  by  the  same  act 
to  raise  monev  in  towns  or  cities  to  defray  expenses  alreadv  incur- 
red  or  contracts  entered  into  in  the  raising  of  volunteers,  but  requir- 
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ing  the  termination  of  all  contracts  within  three  months,  and 
forbidding  the  entering  into  special  contracts  with  volunteers  on 
the  part  of  municipalities  and  towns.  Such  communities  as  might 
be  liable  to  attack  from  the  sea  were  authorized  to  organize-  an 
armed  police  to  guard  against  such  danger  and  to  provide  for  the 
expense  by  taxation,  such  police  to  have  authority  to  act  in  any  part 
of  the  county  where  organized. 

This  act  was  also  approved  on  the  23d,  and  that  afternoon  the 
Legislature  was  prorogued.  During  the  session  of  little  more  than 
a  week  that  body  had  grasped  the  duty  presented  to  it  and  made  such 
provision  as  the  existing  necessities  demanded,  as  well  as  provided 
for  any  contingencies  likely  to  arise.  In  these  important  measures 
there  had  been  a  remarkable  and  most  gratifying  unanimity  of  pur- 
pose to  uphold  the  honor  of  the  state  and  the  integrity  of  the  nation. 
Political  considerations  and  party  spirit  had  almost  no  place,  for 
the  legislators  realized  that  the  people  were  behind  them  in  hearty 
support  of  whatever  should  be  deemed  necessary  ;  that  they  de- 
manded that  such  measures  as  were  called  for  should  be  given  to 
the  world  with  an  earnestness  of  purpose  which  could  not  be  mis- 
understood. 

On  one  measure  only  was  there  difference  of  opinion  and  failure 
to  act.  Propositions  were  submitted,  early  in  the  session,  in  both 
houses  to  strike  from  the  militia  laws  of  the  state  the  word  "  white," 
so  that  organizations  of  colored  volunteers  might  he  formed.  These, 
however,  were  laid  upon  the  table  from  time  to  time  and  failed  to 
become  law,  the  question  of  taking  the  matter  from  the  table  being 
under  consideration  in  the  House  at  the  time  of  the  prorogation. 
Strung  arguments  were  adduced  in  favor  of  the  proposition,  and 
against,  it;  the  former  being  based  on  the  principle  of  justice  to 
the  colored  man,  the  latter  considering  the  <|iiesti»»n  of  expediency 
under  the  circumstances.  The  latter  prevailed.  It  was  felt  that 
in  the  critical  state  of  affairs  in  the  "border  states,"  which  it 
was  all-important  to  hold  for  the  Union,  even  so  slight  a  cause  as 
the  proposed  measure  might  operate  to  east  their  lot  with  the 
seceded  states  and  thus  further  complicate  national  affairs. 

Hon.  Alexander  Bullock  of  Worcester,  a  member  of  the  House, 
was  of  those  who  opposed  the  measure  on  these  grounds.  He  was 
willing  and  hoped  to  see  the  colored  man  freed  from  all  his  disabili- 
ties before  the  law,  but  that  was  not  the  time  for  the  action.  The 
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North  and  West  and  the  border  states  were  united  in  supporting 
the  national  government,  and  a  firebrand  cast  at  that  time  might 
precipitate  a  catastrophe  which  would  be  appalling.  The  Union 
should  be  the  first  consideration,  and  every  measure  which  would 
endanger  it  should  be  frowned  upon.  On  that  consideration  he 
was  willing  to  vote  against  the  measure,  believing  that  he  was  doing 
the  greater  service  to  his  beloved  and  imperiled  country.  This  was 
doubtless  the  first  consideration  of  the  question  of  employing 
colored  soldiers,  and  quite  likely  had  the  session  continued  for 
another  day  the  result  might  have  been  different,  as  the  resolve  had 
passed  the  Senate  and  was  advocated  by  a  majority  in  the  House. 
There  can  be  little  doubt,  however,  that  the  disposition  made  of  the 
matter  was  for  that  time  the  wisest. 

Undoubtedly  much  of  the  earnestness  and  unanimity  of  the  Legis- 
lature resulted  from  the  unmistakable  voice  of  the  people,  for  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  the  law-makers  the  utterances  of  the  public 
had  been  given  with  no  uncertain  sound.  On  the  evening  of  April 
15,  almost  before  the  reverberations  of  the  guns  at  Sumter  had 
ceased,  the  Jackson  club,  a  prominent  democratic  organization  in 
Boston,  held  a  meeting  and  discussed  the  situation.  Their  voice 
was  given  for  an  earnest  support  of  the  President  and  his  adminis- 
tration by  all  constitutional  means.  Their  political  affiliation  had 
been  with  the  menwhu  now  assailed  the  Union,  and  it  was  not  easy 
to  break  those  life-long  ties;  but  when  the  choice  narrowed  to  union 
or  disunion  patriot  ism  triumphed.  They  no  longer  met  as  a  political 
party,  but  as  loyal  citizens,  recognizing  the  fact  that  civil  war  had 
been  forced  upon  the  general  government,  despite  all  reasonable 
efforts  to  avoid  it,  and  they  saw  the  path  of  duty  plainly. 

In  a  similar  vein,  on  the  following  evening,  a  large  meeting  of 
the  leading  Irish  citizens  of  Boston  and  vicinity  declared  them- 
selves for  the  hearty  support  of  the  national  government  and  the 
Commonwealth.  Their  ancestors  had  fought  in  the  armies  of  the 
colonies  to  secure  the  freedom  of  the  American  people,  and  in  the 
bosom  of  the  beneficent  government  thus  established  millions  of 
the  oppressed  of  Ireland  had  found  a.  refuge  from  the  evils  of  their 
native  land.  Though  almost  exclusively  democrats,  they  could  not 
countenance  any  attempt  at  the  disruption  of  the  republic,  and  were 
ready  to  offer  even  life  itself  for  its  perpetuity.  A  few  days  later 
the  New  England  Association  of  the  Soldiers  of  1812  met  at  the 
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home  of  their  president,  Colonel  Thomas  Aspinwall,  and  as  may 
well  be  supposed  did  not  separate  until  they  had  pronounced  in  un- 
mistakable phrases  for  the  cause  of  the  nation  in  whose  behalf  almost 
half  a  century  before  they  had  borne  arms.  They  had  long  since 
passed  the  age  when  it  was  possible  for  them  to  take  the  field, 
though  they  might  still  do  something  for  instruction  and  discipline ; 
but  they  called  earnestly  upon  the  youth  of  the  land,  without  refer- 
ence to  party,  to  "  give  a  firm  support  to  the  government,  the  con- 
stitution, the  Union  and  the  enforcement  of  the  laws." 

The  public  mind  seemed  to  have  little  interest  save  in  the  various 
bearings  of  the  one  important  topic.  On  the  24th  of  April  ex- 
Governor  Banks  was  to  have  lectured  before  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association  ;  but  in  a  letter  to  the  committee  he  declined  to  fulfill 
the  engagement,  declaring  that  the  preservation  of  the  government 
of  his  country  should  be  the  only  subject  in  the  mind  of  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States  at  that  time.  The  aldermen  of  the  city  of 
Boston  also  unanimously  adopted  resolutions  pledging  to  its  fullest 
the  moral  and  material  support  of  the  city  to  the  President.  The 
people  were  called  on  to  bury  all  party  differences  and  ally  them- 
selves in  vindication  of  the  violated  laws.  While  declaring  that 
the  rebellious  states  stood  defenseless  as  assailants  of  the  common 
polity  of  nations,  they  assured  the  loyal  in  the  revolted  states  that 
they  would  be  faithful  to  all  the  compacts  and  compromises  of  the 
constitution,  and  urged  upon  the  President  the  pursuance  of  such  a 
constitutional  policy  as  would  conciliate  and  harmonize. 

These  and  multitudes  of  kindred  expressions  of  patriotism  were 
nobly  supported  by  the  financial  power  of  the  state.  On  the  18th 
of  April,  when  it  became  evident  that  the  demands  upon  the  state 
treasury  were  to  be  much  greater  than  had  been  provided  for,  the 
banks  of  Boston  offered  to  the  governor  ten  per  cent  of  their  capital 
stock  of  £36,000,000  as  a  voluntary  loan,  to  be  furnished  as  re- 
quired, relying  for  its  repayment  uj>on  the  good  faith  of  the  Legis- 
lature when  it  should  again  meet.  Nor  was  this  or  any  other 
patriotic  action  confined  to  the  city  of  Boston.  Throughout  the 
state  the  banks  and  moneyed  institutions  joined  in  pledging  gener- 
ous sums  as  loans  to  the  Commonwealth,  as  well  as  in  moral  and 
material  support  of  every  nature.  The  Boston  Board  of  Trade, 
meeting  on  the  same  day,  after  the  usual  expression  of  devotion  to 
the  cause  of  the  nation,  called  upon  the  President  to  take  the  most 
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vigorous  measures  to  restore  authority,  and  especially  to  protect  the 
commerce  of  the  nation  from  the  piratical  cruisers  recently  author- 
ized by  the  president  of  the  Confederacy. 

The  anxiety  in  the  latter  respect  mav  have  had  a  tinge  of  selfish 
interest,  since  the  coast  of  Massachusetts,  including  Boston  Har- 
bor, was  absolutely  defenseless.  In  the  harbor,  in  fact,  there  were 
three  forts,  but  they  were  without  garrisons  or  any  adequate  arma- 
ment. Fort  Winthrop  had  not  a  single  gun  ;  Fort  Warren  had  but 
one ;  and  while  Fort  Independence  had  some  20,  most  of  them  were 
trained  upon  the  city  and  not  one  on  all  the  coast  was  properly 
placed  for  defense.  The  interior  of  the  forts  was  filled  with  wooden 
buildings  and  rubbish,  the  condition  of  all  being  a  menace  rather 
than  a  protection  to  the  city,  while  the  casemates  were  unfit  for 
human  occupation.  The  governor  had  already  urgently  represented 
this  state  of  affairs  to  the  authorities  at  Washington,  but  without 
result,  though  finally  permission  was  obtained  to  garrison  Fort  In- 
dependence, and  the  New  England  Guards,  or  Fourth  Battalion, 
were  given  the  privilege  which  theyliad  solicited  of  forming  the 
garrison,  the  order  being  issued  to  them  on  the  24th  of  April. 
Large  sums  had  already  been  subscribed  by  the  business  men  of  the 
city  to  meet  the  expense  of  such  coast  defense  as  it  was  possible  to 
make.  On  the  1st  of  May  Major  General  Andrews  of  the  First 
Division,  Massachusetts  Militia,  was  assigned  to  the  command  of 
Forts  Warren  and  Independence,  and  directed  to  prepare  them  for 
the  reception  of  some  of  the  regiments  then  in  process  of  forma- 
tion for  three  years'  service. 

Some  excitement  was  occasioned  on  the  24th  of  April  by  the 
arrival  in  the  harbor  of  the  United  States  steam  frigate  Niagara 
and  the  rumor  that  her  officers  and  crew  were  in  sympathy  with 
secession  and  would  turn  the  vessel  over  to  the  rebels.  Under  the 
circumstances,  Governor  Andrew  directed  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  United  States  to  be  administered  anew  to  all  on  board,  which 
12  of  the  officers,  whose  homes  were  in  southern  states,  refused  to 
take.  One  of  them,  Lieutenant  Brown,  was  by  direction  of  the 
governor  arrested  for  uttering  treasonable  sentiments,  but  later  was 
discharged  and  allowed  to  depart  with  his  disloyal  associates.  On 
the  same  day  orders  were  reccived'at  the  Charlestown  Navy  Yard 
to  put  every  vessel  available  for  service  in  readiness  for  sen,  and  in 
consequence  work  was  at  once  pushed  on  the  eight  vessels  which 
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were  there  awaiting  repairs,  requiring'  the  employment  of  a  large 
additional  force  of  men  in  the  vard. 

These  and  other  events  occurring  in  such  rapid  succession  brought 
the  public  pulse  to  fever  heat.  Before  the  last  of  the  troops  from 
the  state  had  been  sent  forward,  and  while  the  19th  of  April  was 
being  observed  by  celebrations  of  the  first  event  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  intelligence  came  back  that  the  day  had  been  consecrated 
afresh  bv  the  martvrdom  of  Massachusetts  men  in  the  streets  of 
Baltimore  while  on  their  way  to  protect  the  capital  of  their  country, 
and  the  realization  that  war  had  opened  in  fact  came  home  to  the 
j>eople.  Three  days  later  a  large  meeting  of  the  women  of  Charles- 
town  was  held,  presided  over  by  the  wife  of  Mayor  Hutchins,  at 
which  was  organized  "  The  Soldiers'  Relief  Society,''  the  first  of 
the  myriad  list  which  throughout  the  state  and  the  country  did  so 
much  to  mitigate  the  hardships  of  war.  The  object  of  this  organi- 
zation was  declared  to  be  to  "  hold  communication  with  the  families 
of  the  soldiers,  and  tender  them  sympathy,  counsel  and  aid."  At 
the  meeting  it  was  stated  that  the  city  government  had  appropriated 
810,000  for  the  relief  of  families  of  volunteers,  that  private  dona- 
tions for  the  same  purpose  had  been  made,  and  that  ten  physicians 
of  the  city  had  tendered  their  professional  services  for  the  same 
object  free  of  charge.  Like  action  was  taken  by  the  Massachusetts 
Homeopathic  Medical  Society  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  and 
subsequently  by  many  other  physicians  and  societies. 

As  the  necessity  for  women's  aid  in  the  military  hospitals  be- 
came apparent,  the  medical  commission  issued  a  call  for  volunteer 
nurses,  to  be  instructed  if  not  already  qualified,  and  at  the  same 
time  announced  that  the  services  of  Miss  Dorothea  L.  Dix  had  been 
accepted  by  the  secretary  of  war  for  the  organizing  of  hospitals  and 
instruction  of  nurses.  To  this  call,  as  to  all  others  on  the  patriot- 
ism of  the  state,  the  response  was  ample,  and  the  required  number 
were  soon  in  training  or  on  duty. 

With  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  Mrs.  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  a  woman 
of  most  generous  impulses,  conceived  the  idea  of  a  donation  com- 
mittee, whose  purpose  it  should  be  to  receive  and  distribute  the 
thousands  of  articles  designed  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of 
the  soldiers,  and  for  this  purpose  she  at  first  opened  her  own  house. 
Soon  afterward  the  proprietor  of  the  Evans  House  on  Tremont 
street  offered  free  head-quarters  at  his  hotel,  and  there,  under  the 
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able  superintendence  of  Mrs.  Gray,  the  business  of  receiving  the 
supplies  and  distributing  them  to  the  volunteers  grew  to  immense 
proportions.  Another  organization  with  head-quarters  at  Boston 
but  embracing  the  entire  state  in  its  scope  was  originated  by  the 
business  men  of  that  city  and  other  parts  of  the  Commonwealth, 
known  as  the  "  Soldiers'  Fund  Society,"  the  object  of  which  was  to 
secure  a  fund  to  be  held  for  the  future  needs  of  soldiers  and  their 
families,  in  case  the  war  should  be  so  prolonged  as  to  make  this 
care  a  tax  upon  the  generous  charity  at  that  time  so  freely  poured 
forth. 

"  The  Ladies'  Industrial  Aid  Association  "  may  also  be  mentioned 
among  the  beneficent  institutions  of  the  time,  its  object  being  to 
assist  those  women  who  performed  the  sewing  and  like  manual 
work  for  the  contractors  under  the  urgent  calls  for  military  cloth- 
ing and  supplies.  This  association,  of  which  Mrs.  Charles  Russell 
Lowell  was  president,  received  the  articles  from  the  contractors, 
superintended  their  distribution  among  the  needlewomen,  and  by 
means  of  contributions  from  benevolent  persons  were  able  to  pay 
the  laborers  about  twice  the  amount  allowed  by  the  contractors, 
thus  materially  helping  many  poor  and  needy  families. 

Later  an  auxiliary  branch  of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Com- 
mission was  organized,  rendering  efficient  aid  in  the  great  work  of 
that  noble  institution.  While  these  greater  and  central  measures 
were  being  put  into  operation  in  and  about  Boston,  other  portions 
of  the  state  were  equally  patriotic  and  doing  equally  efficient  work 
in  similar  lines.  Without  regard  to  age,  sex  or  social  condition, 
all  were  ready  and  anxious  to  do  whatever  might  be  done  for  their 
country  and  its  defenders.  Even  convicts  in  the  state-prison  labored 
day  and  night  without  complaint  in  the  preparation  of  the  supplies 
required  for  the  out-going  volunteers. 

Thus  while  the  dreadful  enginery  of  war  was  being  prepared  and 
its  "  sinews  "  furnished  in  the  most  unstinted  measure,  the  messen- 
gers of  gentleness  and  mercy  were  equally  busy  in  putting  into 
operation  agencies  of  humanity,  that  so  far  as  possible  the  horrors 
might  be  soothed  and  the  hardships  averted. 
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The  State  and  tiie  United  States  —  Buying  Muskets  In  England  — 
Garrisoning  the  Hakiior  Forts  —  The  Three-Years'  Troops — Record 
for  the  Year  1801— Maryland's  Reparation. 

AFTER  the  departure  of  the  three-months'  regiments,  official 
communication  between  the  authorities  of  Massachusetts 
and  those  of  the  United  States  became  so  dilatory  and 
unsatisfactory  that  Governor  Andrew  appointed  a  commission  of 
four  distinguished  citizens  to  proceed  to  Washington  and  directly 
represent  the  state.  This  commission  consisted  of  ex-Governor 
George  S.  Boutwell,  Attorney  General  Foster,  Judge  E.  Rockwood 
Hoar  and  William  L.  Burt.  In  addition  to  their  general  representa- 
tive capacity,  these  persons  were  to  give  special  attention  to  the 
condition  of  the  forts  in  Boston  Harbor,  making  arrangements  for 
their  armament  and  garrisoning;  they  were  also  to  investigate  gen- 
erally the  needs  of  the  Massachusetts  troops  in  the  service,  and  to 
urge  the  acceptance  of  more  regiments  and  for  longer  terms  of  ser- 
vice. Mr.  Boutwell  left  Boston,  April  23,  and  on  reaching  the 
head-quarters  of  General  Wool,  commanding  the  Department  of 
the  East,  at  Xew  York,  held  an  important  interview  with  that  offi- 
cer, the  result  being  a  dispatch  back  to  Governor  Andrew  to  send 
immediately  a  cargo  of  provisions  by  steamer  to  General  Butler's 
command  at  Annapolis;  and  instructions  were  more  formally  sent 
that  the  governor  should  take  the  responsibility  of  garrisoning  the 
forts  in  Boston  Harbor  and  fitting  out  three  armed  steamers  as  a 
coast  guard  and  for  other  duty  which  might  be  required.  Permis- 
sion was  also  granted  for  the  state  to  draw  4,000  Windsor  rifles 
with  sword  bayonets  from  the  government  arsenal  at  Watertown. 
While  Mr.  Burt  returned  to  Massachusetts  with  the  official  communi- 
cations relating  to  these  matters,  his  associates  proceeded  to  Wash- 
ington, where  but  little  was  accomplished  in  the  way  of  definite 
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results.  A  Massachusetts  agency  was,  however,  established  there, 
for  the  supervision  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  receipt  and  dis- 
tribution of  supplies  sent  forward  by  the  Commonwealth,  and  other 
business  transactions  between  the  two  governments.  The  agent  in 
charge  was  at  first  Charles  Russell  Lowell,  Jr. ;  but  he  being  soon 
commissioned  in  the  regular  cavalry,  the  place  was  taken  by 
Colonel  Charles  H.  Dalton  of  Boston,  who  was  commissioned 
assistant  quartermaster  general. 

The  sending  forward  of  provisions  by  armed  steamer,  as  well  as 
the  necessity  for  such  vessels  for  the  proposed  coast  guard,  called 
for  prompt  action,  and  Governor  Andrew  turned  to  John  M.  Forbes, 
an  influential  citizen  of  Boston,  for  assistance  in  the  matter.  Mr. 
Forbes  had  already  rendered  valuable  service,  and  it  had  been 
largely  through  his  representations  that  the  two  regiments  then 
safely  landed  at  Fortress  Monroe  had  been  sent  by  steamer  direct 
from  Boston  instead  of  going  by  rail  to  Annapolis,  as  had  been 
contemplated  in  the  order  calling  for  them.  Mr.  Forbes,  knowing 
well  what  vessels  were  available  for  the  contemplated  service,  soon 
bargained  for  and  secured  two  which  met  the  requirements, — the 
Cambridge  and  the  Pembroke.  Half  of  the  cost  of  these  vessels 
was  paid  by  the  State  and  half  by  the  Board  of  Underwriters.  The 
Cambridge  was  at  once  fitted  out  and  sailed  in  a  few  days,  loaded 
with  30  days'  rations  for  4,000  men.  purchased  for  the  state  by  Mr. 

i 

Forbes.  After  some  delay  and  negotiation  the  vessel  was  sold  to 
the  navy  department. 

In  the  mean  time,  while  the  people  of  the  loyal  states  were 
springing  to  the  defense  of  the  imperiled  government,  there  were 
next  to  no  effective  weapons  with  which  to  arm  them.  The  only 
way  out  of  the  dilemma  had  -early  been  sensed  by  Governor  Andrew, 
and  on  the  25th  of  April  Mr.  F.  B.  Crowninshield  sailed  from  New 
York  for  England  with  a  letter  of  credit  of  50,000  pounds  sterling, 
to  purchase  arms  for  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire  and  Maine, 
receiving  also  a  commission  and  funds  from  Connecticut,  and  later 
being  authorized  to  act  for  other  states.  He  was  accompanied  by 
an  expert  armorer,  Charles  McFarland,  detailed  by  the  command- 
ant of  the  national  armory  at  Springfield  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
specting the  arms  proposed  to  be  purchased.  Mr.  Crowninshield 
reached  London  on  the  6th  of  May,  and  found  the  few  rifles  for  sale 
in  England  in  great  demand.    Thd  vessel  by  which  he  had  crossed 
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the  ocean,  the  Persia,  had  taken  over  many  orders  as  well  as  an 
agent  for  the  state  of  New  York,  while  representatives  of  the  seces- 
sionists were  also  in  quest  of  weapons.  At  Birmingham  one  lot 
of  25,000  Enfield  rifles,  the  former  price  of  which  had  been  60 
shillings  each,  was  sought  by  a  southern  agent  at  100  shillings 
each ;  but  Mr.  Crowninshield  was  given  the  preference  at  that  price 
and  bought  2,000,  obtaining  other  lots  for  immediate  delivery  to  a 
total  of  5.000 ;  in  addition  to  which  he  placed  contracts  in  behalf  of 
his  own  state  for  upward  of  14,000  rifles  and  10,000  sets  of  equip- 
ments. These  were  valuable  weapons,  and  did  good  service  in  the 
hands  of  Massachusetts  patriots,  though  not  considered  by  the 
soldiers  as  desirable  as  the  then  latest  pattern  of  the  Springfield 
rifled  musket.  Valuable  service  was  also  given  in  the  matter  of 
procuring  arms  by  Lucius  B.  Marsh  of  Boston,  afterward  colonel 
of  the  Forty-seventh  Regiment,  who  received  the  thanks  of  the 
Executive  Council  for  his  efforts. 

About  the  same  time,  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Howe,  an  eminent  Boston 
physician,  was  sent  by  the  governor  to  inspect  the  troops  of  Gen- 
eral Butler's  brigade,  and  investigate  complaints  of  suffering  by  the 
Fifth  Regiment;  which  latter  was  on  investigation  found  to  be  due 
to  the  loss  of  rations,  blankets,  etc.,  intended  for  the  regiment, 
which  had  been  mixed  with  United  States  supplies  at  Annapolis 
and  distributed  to  other  commands.  The  attack  on  the  Sixth  Regi- 
ment also  brought  into  immediate  consideration  the  matter  of  pro- 
viding hospital  accommodations  for  those  soldiers  who  should  be 
brought  back  sick  or  wounded  and  through  the  application  of  Dr. 
William  J.  Dale  the  doors  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
were  freely  opened  to  all  such,  provision  also  being  made  for  the 
erection  of  temporary  buildings  in  connection  with  the  main  hospi- 
tal if  needed. 

Being  unable  to  make  any  arrangement  with  the  general  gov- 
ernment for  the  protection  of  Boston  Harbor,  Governor  Andrew, 
even  before  receiving  the  sanction  of  General  Wool,  took  the 
responsibility  of  prompt  action  in  garrisoning  the  two  larirer  forts 
with  detachments  of  the  state  militia.  The  Fourth  Battalion  of 
Infantry  under  Major  T.  G.  Stevenson  was  placed  in  Fort  lnVle- 
pendence  April  24,  where  it  remained  till  the  21st  of  May  when  it 
was  relieved  by  the  Fourth  Battalion  of  Rifles,  Major  Samuel  II. 
Leonard  commanding — the  latter  battalion  being  soon  recruited 
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and  organized  as  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  of  three-years'  volun- 
teers. In  like  manner,  on  the  29th  of  April,  Fort  Warren  was 
occupied  hy  the  Second  Battalion  of  Infantry,  Major  Ralph  W. 
Newton,  which  remained  till  the  1st  of  June,  when  it  gave  place  to 
the  Eleventh  Regiment,  then  in  process  of  formation.  The  two 
forts  were  in  command  of  Major  General  Samuel  Andrews  of  the" 
Massachusetts  Militia  during  the  month  of  May,  when  he  was  re- 
lieved. Brigadier  General  Ebcnezer  W.  Pierce  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  Fort  Warren  on  the  13th  of  Mav,  hut  on  the  27th, 
having  been  appointed  to  succeed  to  the  brigade  command  of  Gen- 
eral Butler,  promoted  to  major  general,  lie  left  for  Fortress  Monroe, 
turning  over  the  command  of  the  Fort  to  Brigadier  General  Joseph 
Andrews.  A  camp  was  also  formed  on  Long  Island,  Boston  Har- 
bor, and  placed  in  charge  of  Briiradier  General  William  W.  Bullock, 
where  various  companies  of  Irish  volunteers  were  gathered,  the  in- 
tention being  to  form  two  distinctively  Irish  regiments.  The  camp 
was  broken  up,  however,  when  the  Ninth  Regiment  was  ordered  to 
the  front,  June  12,  and  was  not  again  occupied  for  some  time. 

The  departure  of  the  militia  regiments  for  three  months'  service 
had  been  but  the  signal  for  a  general  and  spontaneous  springing  to 
arms.  In  every  considerable  town  recruiting  offices  were  opened 
and  enlistments  began,  the  adjutant  general  having  on  the  20th  of 
April  been  directed  by  the  governor  to  authorize  the  formation  of 
companies  by  all  applicants  for  the  privilege  who  were  deemed 
qualified,  while  in  some  cases  full  regiments  had  been  recruited 
almost  at  once.  Such  was  the  case  with  the  so-called  "  Webster 
Regiment,"  afterward  the  Twelfth,  of  which  Fletcher  Webster, son 
of  Daniel  Webster,  was  the  leading  spirit,  being  made  its  colonel. 
Mr.  W'ebstcr  addressed  a  mass-meeting  in  State  Street,  Boston,  on 
Sunday,  the  21st  of  April,  when  he  declared  himself  ready  to  de- 
fend the  Union  and  the  Constitution  in  the  field  as  his  father  had 
done  in  the  forum,  and  called  for  volunteers.  Within  two  days  the 
proposed  regiment  was  more  than  filled.  Before  it  could  be  organ- 
ized, however,  the  national  government  had  declared  that  no  more 
troops  would  be  taken  for  three  months,  when  the  members  of  the 
command  almost  unanimously  changed  the  term  of  their  enlistment 
to  three  years. 

Six  days  after  the  meeting  at  which  Mr.  Webster  so  nobly  put 
himself  on  record,  a  notable  speech  was  made  on  Chester  Square 
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by  lion.  Edward  Everett,  candidate  of  the  Bell-Everett  faction  of 
the  democratic  party  for  vice-president  the  previous  autumn.  The 
spirit  of  his  intensely  patriotic  address  was  contained  in  the  words: 
"All  former  differences  of  opinion  are  swept  away.  We  forget 
that  we  ever  have  been  partisans.  We  remember  only  that  we  are 
Americans,  and  that  our  country  is  in  peril."  He  was  followed  by 
Benjamin  F.  Hallett,  for  nearly  a  generation  a  leader  in  the  demo- 
cratic party,  who  echoed  the  spirit  of  Mr.  Everett's  words.  On  the 
same  afternoon  these  speakers,  with  others,  also  made  addresses  at 
Cambridge.  These  were  but  individual  instances  which  in  spirit 
and  purpose  were  duplicated  in  all  sections  of  the  state. 

During  the  two  weeks  which  followed  the  departure  of  the  regi- 
ments first  called  for,  the  governor  had  not  ceased,  directly  and  in- 
directly, to  press  upon  the  President,  the  secretary  of  war  and  other 
officials  the  wish  of  Massachusetts  to  send  forward  other  troops, 
men  who,  in  the  governor's  words,  in  addition  to  fighting  could 
"do  any  other  things  for  which  there  may  be  occasion,  from  dig- 
ging clams  to  making  piano-fortes."  At  last  President  Lincoln,  on 
the  3d  of  May,  issued  his  first  call  for  volunteers  to  serve  for  three 
years.  The  call  was  for  39  regiments,  but  it  was  not  until  the  22d 
of  the  month,  19  days  afterward,  that  the  proportion  to  be  furnished 
by  Massachusetts  was  designated  by  the  secretary  of  war.  Six 
regiments  would  be  allowed  the  state,  and  in  his  communication 
under  date  of  the  loth  Secretary  of  War  Cameron  said  : — 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  inclosed  herewith  the  plan  of 
organization  of  the  volunteers  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war. 

regiments  are  assigned  to  your  state  ;  making,  in  addition  to  the 
two  regiments  of  three-months'  militia  already  called  for,  eight  regi- 
ments. It  is  important  to  reduce  rather  than  to  enlarge  this  number, 
and  in  no  event  to  exceed  it.  Let  me  earnestly  recommend  to  you, 
therefore  to  call  for  no  more  than  eight  regiments,  of  which  six  only 
are  to  serve  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  and,  if  more  are  ' 
already  called  for,  to  reduce  the  number  by  discharge.  In  making  up 
the  quota  of  three-year8,  men,  you  will  please  act  in  concert  with  the 
mustering  officers  sent  to  your  state,  who  will  represent  this  depart- 
ment. 

Inadequately  as  this  tardy  official  action  met  the  earnest  desires 
•  of  Massachusetts  patriotism,  it  seemed  all  that  could  be  hoped  for 
at  that  time  from  the  Washington  authorities,  and  an  order  was 
at  once  issued  by  Governor  Andrew  designating  the  regiments 
which  would  be  furnished  in  response  to  the  call.    They  were : 
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The  First,  Colonel  Robert  Cowdin,  to  rendezvous  at  Camp  Cameron, 
North  Cambridge;  Second,  Colonel  George  II.  Gordon,  Camp  An- 
drew, West  Roxbury ;  Seventh,  Colonel  Darius  N.  Couch,  Camp 
Old  Colony,  Taunton ;  Ninth,  Colonel  Thomas  Cass,  on  Long  Island; 
Tenth,  Colonel  Henry  S.  Briggs,  on  Hampden  Park,  Springfield; 
Eleventh,  Colonel  George  Clark,  Jr.,  at  Fort  Warren.  The  organi- 
zation of  these  regiments  differed  materially  from- the  standard  of 
the  Massachusetts  militia,  being  made  to  conform  with  that  of  the 
United  States  Army.  The  regiment  was  to  consist  of  ten  com- 
panies, each  of  which  was  to  have  a  captain,  two  lieutenants,  and 
a  maximum  of  98  enlisted  men.  The  regimental  field  officers  con- 
sisted of  a  colonel,  lieutenant  colonel  and  major,  the  staff  com- 
prising adjutant,  quartermaster,  chaplain,  surgeon,  assistant  sur- 
geon, sergeant  major,  quartermaster  sergeant,  commissary  sergeant, 
hospital  steward,  and  two  principal  musicians.  A  band  of  24  pieces 
was  also  allowed  each  regiment.  This  organization  was  practically 
unchanged  during  the  war,  except  that  about  a  year  later  the  regi- 
mental bands  were  discarded,  those  in  service  being  mustered  out, 
and  an  additional  assistant  surgeon  was  added. 

Naturally  there  were  cases  of  friction  and  dissatisfaction  with 
the  methods  of  the  state  government,  though  they  were  neither 
numerous  nor  serious.  Perhaps  the  most  important  of  these  was 
in  connection  with  the  organization  of  the  Ninth  Regiment.  At  the 
time  the  three-months'  troops  were  called  for,  two  offers  were  made 
to  raise  Irish  regiments,  one  of  which  was  by  Colonel  Thomas  Cass, 
a  capable  militia  officer.  Both  regiments  were  authorized  and 
would  have  been  quickly  filled  for  the  short  term  of  service  ;  but 
when  it  was  announced  that  no  more  would  be  accepted  for  three 
months  the  matter  of  enlistment  became  a  more  serious  one,  and 
the  two  skeleton  organizations,  then  known  as  the  Thirteenth  and 
Fourteenth  Regiments,  went  into  camp  on  Long  Island  to  fill  their 
ranks.  This  had  not  been  completed  when  the  call  for  six  regi- 
ments for  three  years  came,  and  Governor  Andrew  decided  that 
one  of  these  should  be  composed  of  Irishmen.  Colonel  Cass's  com- 
mand was  selected,  as  it  was  within  200  of  being  filled ;  it  was 
designated  as  the  Ninth  Regiment,  and  instructions  were  issued  to 
draw  from  the  GOO  men  enlisted  for  the  Fourteenth  sufficient  to  till 
the  Ninth,  that  it  might  be  mustered  into  the  United  States  service. 
This  order  was  strongly  resented  by  those  aspiring  to  be  officers  of 
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the  Fourteenth,  and  though  sufficient  men  were  finally  obtained  by 
the  adjutant  general  to  fill  Colonel  Cass's  regiment,  so  much  ill- 
feeling  resulted  that  it  became  necessary  to  disband  the  remaining 
organization,  many  of  the  men  having  left  the  island  and  returned 
to  their  homes,  or  going  to  other  states  to  enlist,  not  being  legally 
held  to  the  service  either  of  the  state  or  nation. 

The  six  regiments  accepted  were  mustered  in  by  the  United  States 
officers  as  follows  :  The  Second  on  the  25th  of  May  ;  Ninth,  June 
11;  Eleventh,  June  13;  First  and  Seventh,  June  15 ;  Tenth,  June  21. 
The  First  left  for  Washington  on  the  day  of  its  muster,  and  was  the  first 
three-years'  regiment  to  report  at  the  national  capital ;  the  Eleventh 
followed  on  the  24th  and  the  Ninth  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month. 
The  other  three  regiments  went  forward  during  July,  the  Second  on 
the  8th,  the  Seventh  on  the  13th,  and  the  Tenth  on  the  25th. 

The  rules  which  governed  the  numbering  of  the  volunteer  regi- 
ments were  that  the  numbers  should  be  independent  of  those  of 
the  state  militia,  except  such  of  the  latter  as  had  been  called  into 
the  national  defense,  and  that  there  should  be  no  duplicates  in  the 
same  arm  of  service ;  consequently  the  First,  Second  and  Seventh 
Regiments  of  three-years'  troops  took  the  vacant  numbers  among 
the  three-months'  militia  regiments,  while  the  latter,  nominally  . 
the  same  organizations  though  really  much  changed,  once  or  twice 
afterward  went  into  service  with  their  former  designations. 

Brief  as  had  actually  been  the  time  since  the  outbreak  of  hostili- 
ties,  though  seeming  long  from  the  multitude  of  important  events 
crowded  into  it,  many  other  regiments  were  in  an  advanced  state 
of  organization,  while  all  parts  of  the  state  were  filled  with  unas- 
signed  companies  and  parts  of  companies  ready  and  anxious  to  be 
fitted  for  the  field  and  sent  forward.  Governor  Andrew,  therefore, 
did  not  cease,  chilling  as  was  the  tone  of  the  secretary  of  war,  to 
urge  that  more  soldiers  might  be  called  from  the  state.  In  the 
prosecution  of  this  purpose  he  enlisted  the  sympathies  of  General 
Hiram  Walbridge  of  New  York,  who  earnestly  desired  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war,  and  through  his  intercession  with  President 
Lincoln  ten  more  regiments  were  called  for  from  Massachusetts, 
the  decision  being  reached  at  Washington  on  the  17th  of  June. 
This  important  news  was  received  a  few  days  after  the  departure  of 
the  First  Regiment,  and  the  necessary  steps  for  filling  and  forward- 
ing the  new  levy  were  vigorously  taken. 
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Colonel  Webster's  Twelfth  Regiment,  which  for  two  months  had 
been  impatiently  waiting  for  the  summons  to  duty,  was  mustered  on 
the  26th  of  June  and  on  the  23d  of  July  left  for  the  front.  The  other 
regiments  under  the  call  were  those  in  numerical  order  up  to  and 
including  the  Twenty-first,  their  commanding  officers  and  places  of 
rendezvous  being  as  follows :  Thirteenth,  Colonel  Samuel  H.  Leon- 
ard, Fort  Independence ;  Fourteenth  (afterward  changed  to  First 
Heavy  Artillery),  Colonel  William  B.  Green,  Fort  Warren  ;  Fif- 
teenth, Colonel  Charles  Devens,  Jr.,  Camp  Scott,  Worcester;  Six- 
teenth, Colonel  Powell  T.  Wyman,  Camp  Cameron,  Cambridge; 
Seventeenth,  Colonel  Thomas  J.  C.  Amory,  Camp  Schouler,  Lynn- 
field ;  Eighteenth,  Colonel  James  Barnes,  Camp  Brigham,  Read- 
ville;  Nineteenth,  Colonel  Edward  W.  Hincks,  Camp  Schouler, 
Lynnfield ;  Twentieth,  Colonel  William  Raymond  Lee,  Camp  Mas- 
sasoit,  Readville ;  Twenty-first,  Colonel  Augustus  Morse,  Camp 
Lincoln,  Worcester.  The  Thirteenth  left  the  stale  July  30,  and  by 
the  28th  of  August  all  the  others  had  gone  except  the  Twentieth, 
which  did  not  leave  until  the  4th  of  September. 

The  policy  of  the  administration  had  now  changed  to  one  of 
energy  in  the  direction  of  gathering  and  organizing  troops,  and 
from  that  time  forward  Massachusetts  had  no  occasion  to  find  fault 
that  the  United  States  government  was  not  ready  to  take  her  regi- 
ments as  fast  as  they  were  ready  for  the  field.  In  fact,  so  great 
was  the  anxiety  at  Washington  that  some  of  the  regiments  referred 
to  were  sent  on  before  they  were  fully  organized.  Congress  had  on 
the  22d  and  25th  of  July  authorized  the  President  to  accept  500,000 
volunteers,  to  be  called  forth  at  his  discretion,  showing  both  the 
purpose  of  the  people,  as  expressed  through  their  representatives, 
to  maintain  the  national  government,  and  as  well  their  confidence 
in  the  man  who  had  been  placed  at  its  head. 

The  necessities  of  the  service  required  occasional  changes  in  the 
governor's  staff,  mostly  in  the  nature  of  additions,  in  order  to  meet 
the  ever-growing  demands,  and  among  those  worthy  of  note  may 
be  mentioned  the  appointment  of  Surgeon  General  Dale  as  acting 
assistant  surgeon  of  the  United  States  Army,  that  he  might  represent 
the  general  government  in  the  medical  department.  He  served  in 
this  capacity  until  July,  1862,  when  Surgeon  McLaren  of  the  regular 
army  was  sent  to  the  state.  In  October,  Colonel  Charles  Amory  of 
Boston  succeeded  General  Stone  as  master  of  ordnance,  serving 
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until  January,  1863,  when  the  office  was  discontinued.  In  addition 
to  Charles  H.  Dalton,  whose  services  at  Washington  have  already 
been  referred  to,  William  P.  Lee  and  Waldo  Adams  of  Boston  were 
appointed  assistant  quartermasters  general, — all  the  above  named 
serving  gratuitously  in  their  respective  positions. 

Another  important  appointment  was  that  of  Frank  E.  Howe,  a 
Massachusetts  man  doing  business  in  New  York,  who  was  commis- 
sioned assistant  quartermaster  general  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
colonel.  Mr.  Howe  had  offered  the  use  of  rooms  in  his  store  on 
Broadway,  with  the  serv  ices  of  himself  and  his  employes,  for  the 
benefit  of  Massachusetts  soldiers  passing  through  the  city.  The 
offer  was  gratefully  accepted  by  Governor  Andrew,  who  made 
Colonel  Howe  the  agent  of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  metropolis. 
The  services  of  this  eminent  patriot  were  also  engaged  by  other 
Xew  England  governors,  and  his  establishment  became  famous  as 
the  "Xew  England  Rooms," — a  hospital  and  home  for  soldiers  from 
all  the  eastern  states.  The  expenses  were  met  by  voluntary  sub- 
scriptions of  the  liberal  and  patriotic  of  New  York  city,  and  the 
enterprise  developed  into  one  of  the  notable  benefactions  of  the  war. 

All  commissions  up  to  the  rank  of  colonel  for  officers  of  Massa- 
chusetts organizations  entering  the  United  States  service  were  issued 
by  the  governor,  in  accordance  with  the  general  regulations.  To 
decide  properly  in  all  cases  it  was  necessary  to  appoint  an  examin- 
ing board,  and  the  three  major  generals  of  the  state  militia — Sutton, 
Morse  and  Andrews — were  constituted  such  a  board,  being  assisted 
by  some  of  their  staff  officers.  From  the  25th  of  April  to  the  24th 
of  May,  1861,  this  board  passed  upon  the  qualifications  of  641  per- 
sons who  had  been  chosen  as  officers  under  the  system  of  election 
then  in  use,  of  which  number  602  were  accepted.  A  medical  com- 
mission was  also  appointed  by  the  governor  to  pass  upon  the  qualifi- 
cations of  those  seeking  places  as  surgeons.  The  following  eminent 
physicians  were  selected  for  this  purpose:  Drs.  George  Hay  ward, 
S.  D.  Townsend,  John  Ware,  Samuel  G.  Howe,  J.  Mason  Warren, 
S.Cabot,  Jr.,  R.  M.  Hodges,  George  H.  Lyman  and  Surgeon  General 
Dale.  This  board  served  during  the  war,  acting  also  as  an  advisory 
body  with  the  surgeon  general  when  desired.  To  vacancies  which 
occurred  from  time  to  time  Drs.  George  H.  Gay  lord,  Samuel  L. 
Abbott,  John  C.  Dalton  and  R.  W.  Hooper  were  appointed.  Con- 
scientious effort  wns  mndo  by  the  governor  to  obtain  the  best  possi- 
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ble  officers  for  all  troops  leaving  the  state,  and  he  consequently  gave 
little  heed  to  a  circular  from  the  secretary  of  war  received  about 
this  time,  suggesting  that  the  age  limit,  except  for  graduates  of 
West  Point  or  those  of  established  military  reputation,  should  not 
exceed  22  years  for  lieutenants,  30  for  captains,  and  35,  40  and  45 
for  major,  lieutenant  colonel  and  colonel  respectively. 

In  the  midst  of  the  preparation  and  excitement  attending  the 
departure  of  the  three-years'  regiments  occurred  the  anniversary 
of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  ever  a  notable  day  in  the  calendar  of 
Boston.  On  this  occasion  the  celebration  was  an  event  of  intense 
interest.  The  exercises  were  held  at  the  base  of  the  monument,  and 
Colonel  Webster  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment  was  among  the  speakers, 
— his  address  on  that  occasion  being  his  last  public  utterance. 
Governor  Andrew  also  gave  an  address,  and  at  its  close  unfurled 
from  the  summit  of  the  monument  a  flag,  which  from  that  conspic- 
uous elevation  floated  continuously  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

The  departure  of  the  various  organizations  already  designated 
by  no  means  closed  the  enlistment  books  through  the  state.  Thus 
far  only  infantry  regiments  had  gone  forward,  but  those  were  sup- 
plemented during  the  autumn  by  five  batteries  of  light  artillery, 
one  of  which — the  Second — left  the  state  August  8,  none  of  the 
others  going  until  October.  The  First  Regiment  of  Cavalry  was 
authorized  about  the  first  of  September  and  recruiting  for  it  began, 
though  it  was  not  filled  until  winter.  On  the  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress, Senator  Henry  Wilson  was  authorized  by  the  secretary  of 
war,  with  Governor  Andrew's  consent,  to  raise  a  special  command, 
and  being  warmly  seconded  by  the  governor  organized  the  Twenty- 
second  Regiment  at  Camp  Schouler,  Lynnfield,  from  whence  it  set 

* 

out  for  Washington  on  the  8th  of  October.  Attached  to  it  were 
the  Third  Battery  of  Light  Artillery  and  the  Second  Company  of 
Sharpshooters.  The  latter  remained  permanently  with  the  regi- 
ment. The  First  Company  had  gone  out  with  the  Fifteenth  Regi- 
ment, but  was  a  more  independent  organization. 

The  "Burnside  Expedition"  next  called  for  five  regiments,  which 
were  recruited  in  different  parts  of  the  state.  The  Twenty-third, 
Colonel  John  Kurtz,  succeeded  the  Twenty-second  at  Camp  Schouler, 
and  left  the  state  for  the  rendezvous  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  November 
11.  The  Twenty-fourth — New  England  Guards  Regiment — Colonel 
Thomas  G.  Stevenson,  gathered  at  Camp  Massasoit,  Readvillc,  and 
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8tarted  for  Annapolis  December  9.  The  Twenty-fifth,  Colonel 
Edward  Upton,  was  formed  at  Camp  Lincoln,  Worcester,  and  was 
the  first  of  the  five  to  start  for  Annapolis,  leaving  Massachusetts 
October  31.  The  Twenty-sixth  was  organized  at  Camp  Chase, 
Lowell,  Colonel  Edward  F.  Jones  being  its  commander,  and  the 
regiment  being  largely  an  outgrowth  of  the  Sixth  Regiment  of 
Baltimore  fame.  The  Twenty-first  Regiment  having  been  attached 
to  General  Burnside's  command,  the  Twentv-sixth  was  assigned  to 
General  Butler  and  on  the  21st  of  November  sailed  for  Ship  Island, 
king  the  first  volunteer  regiment  to  reach  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf.  The  Twenty-seventh,  Colonel  Horace  C.  Lee,  organized  at 
Camp  Reed,  Springfield,  left  for  Annapolis  on  the  2d  of  November. 

Notwithstanding  the  unpleasantness  at  Long  Island,  a  second 
Irish  regiment,  the  Twenty-eighth,  was  formed  during  the  year, 
though  it  did  not  leave  the  state  until  the  11th  of  January,  1802.  It 
was  organized  at  Camp  Cameron,  Cambridge,  William  Monteith  of 
New  York  was  commissioned  colonel,  and  it  sailed  for  Hilton  Head, 
S.  C,  being  the  first  Massachusetts  regiment  sent  to  the  Department 
of  the  South.  The  Twenty-ninth  Regiment  was  made  up  of  seven 
companies  of  three-years'  volunteers  which  had  been  sent  to  Fort- 
ress Monroe  to  fill  the  Third  and  Fourth  Regiments.  After  the  re- 
turn of  those  regiments  the  seven  companies  remained  as  an  in- 
dependent battalion  under  command  of  Captain  Joseph  II.  Barnes 
until  permission  was  driven  bv  the  secretarv  of  war  to  raise  the  com- 
mand  to  the  dignity  of  a  regiment  by  the  addition  of  three  com- 
panies, Brigadier  General  Ebenezer  W.  Pierce  of  the  Massachusetts 
Militia  being  commissioned  its  colonel  December  IS. 

Besides  these  completed  organizations,  and  some  which  had  been 
formed  to  do  duty  within  the  state  for  short  periods,  including  a 
guard  at  the  state  arsenal  at  Cambridge  during  the  month  of  May, 
largely  composed  of  students  of  Harvard  College,  a  battalion  uf 
four  companies  had  been  recruited  for  duty  at  Fort  Warren,  forming 
the  nucleus  of  what  was  afterward  the  Thirty-second  Regiment. 
General  Butler  was  organizing  two  regiments  in  the  state  independ- 
ently of  the  state  authorities,  six  companies  had  gone  to  New  York 
to  join  the  "Mozart"  Regiment  and  Excelsior  Brigade,  and  oUO  had 
enlisted  in  the  Union  Coast  Guard,  an  organization  formed  at  Fort- 
ress Monroe  under  the  auspices  of  the  state  of  New  York,  and 
commanded  by  Colonel  Wardrop,  formerly  of  the  Third  Massachu- 
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setts.  The  navy  had  also  claimed  many  of  the  sons  of  the  Old  Bay 
State,  no  less  than  7,658  having  enlisted  at  the  Charlestown  navy- 
yard.  Thus  within  nine  months  from  the  first  appeal  to  her  patriot- 
ism, the  Commonwealth  had  furnished  an  aggregate  of  41,294 
defenders  of  the  national  government. 

In  the  grand  work  thus  summarized,  the  efforts  of  the  state 
authorities  had  been  most  ably  seconded  by  those  of  the  towns  and 
cities.  Everywhere  there  had  been  the  most  earnest  emulation,  not 
only  to  fill  the  various  quotas  of  volunteers,  but  to  furnish  means 
and  supplies, — to  do  anything,  in  short,  which  should  aid  in  the 
great  work  of  saving  the  Union.  It  is  not  possible  to  detail  the 
acts  of  the  several  communities ;  they  are  generally  recorded  in  the 
local  annals,  to  which  the  student  may  ever  refer. 

Before  the  close  of  the  year  a  most  gratifying  and  unexpected 
event  was  the  appropriation  by  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  of  the 
sum  of  $7,000  for  the  benefit  of  the  families  of  those  Massachusetts 
soldiers  killed  in  the  streets  of  Baltimore  on  the  19th  of  April. 
This  honorable  action  was  fittingly  acknowledged  by  Governor  An- 
drew, who  received  the  money  and  caused  it  to  be  equitably  divided 
among  the  families  of  the  slain  and  to  those  wounded  in  the  riot. 
The  effect  of  the  act  was  to  dispel  to  some  extent  the  intense  bit- 
terness which  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  had  felt  toward  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  though  it  could  not  by  any  means  obliterate  the 
memorv  cf  the  unprovoked  slaughter. 
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Characteristics  of  Governor  Andrew — Care  for  Sick,  Wounded  and 
Captured  Soldiers — Massachusetts  Agencies  at  Washington  and 
Elsewhere  — Relations  of  the  State  and  National  Authorities- 
Cross  Purposes  of  General  Butler  and  the  Governor. 

IX  the  manifold  and  often  perplexing  relations  of  those  trying 
days,  the  character  of  Governor  Andrew  manifests  strongly 
three  ruling  characteristics — intense  patriotism,  a  just  pride  in 
his  state,  and  an  ever-present,  sympathetic  humanity.  As  a  loyal 
citizen  of  the  Union  he  not  only  yielded  implicit  obedience  to  all 
demands  made  upon  him  as  the  executive  of  the  Commonwealth, 
but  he  seized  every  opportunity  to  uphold  and  strengthen  the  hands 
of  the  President  and  his  subordinates.  Thus  we  find  him  in  as- 
semblages of  the  loyal  governors,  met  for  counsel  as  to  the  duties 
and  the  opportunities  before  them,  ever  hopeful  when  others  were 
despondent,  urging  always  the  strong,  earnest  measures  which 
should  attest  the  invincible  determination  of  the  national  authorities 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Union,  the  most  vigorous  prosecution 
possible  of  the  war  and  the  speedy  re-establishment  of  the  Federal 
authority.  His  pride  in  the  work  of  his  own  state  and  in  the  de- 
votion of  her  sons  was  in  keeping  with  this  patriotic  sentiment  and 
was  its  correlative.  In  every  stage  of  the  contest  thus  far  the  sons 
of  Massachusetts  had  borne  an  honorable  and  a  prominent  part, 
and  he  was  earnestly  zealous  that  they  should  continue  to  lead.  In 
addition  to  the  negotiations  which  he  was  constantly  conducting 
with  individuals  in  every  part  of  the  state  in  regard  to  the  enlist- 
ment of  troops  to  apply  on  the  various  quotas,  he  did  not  hesitate 
to  ap}>eal  by  printed  address  to  the  people  at  large,  urging  not  only 
enlistments  on  the  part  of  those  capable  of  becoming  soldiers,  but 
pleading  with  others  to  aid,  by  contributing  of  their  abundance  or  in 
whatever  way  they  might  be  able,  the  cause  of  the  common  country. 
The  governor  was  especially  anxious  that  everything  possible 
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should  be  done  to  furnish  articles  for  the  comfort  of  the  soldiers 
sent  out  from  the  state,  whether  they  might  be  in  the  ranks  at  the 
front,  sick  or  wounded  and  in  hospital,  or  prisoners  of  war.  He 
believed  in  a  thorough  and  relentless  prosecution  of  the  war,  so  long 
as  it  might  be  necessary,  while  at  the  same  time  he  was  anxious 
that  so  far  as  possible  its  horrors  should  be  ameliorated.    It  was  in 
this  direction  that,  through  all  the  years  of  the  contest,  his  warm 
concern  for  the  soldiers  was  manifested.    It  was  not  enough  that 
representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  and  staff  officers  were  sent 
wherever  it  was  felt  that  there  might  be  need  of  investigation  or 
intercession.    With  all  the  load  of  responsibility  and  the  manifold 
duties  resting  on  him,  we  find  the  governor  continually  giving  his 
own  energies  to  the  investigation  of  complaints  and  ministering  to 
the  needs  of  the  humblest  as  well  as  the  demands  of  the  more  in- 
fluential.   At  one  time  he  intercedes  for  a  poor  young  man,  ren- 
dered insane  by  the  severity  of  the  service,  who  had  killed  a  comrade 
and  was  under  sentence  of  death,  obtaining  his  acquittal  and  a  dis- 
charge ;  and  again  we  find  him  making  sure  that  the  religious  con- 
victions of  the  soldiers  are  fully  respected.    Now  he  is  investigating 
a  rumor  that  some  of  the  soldiers  are  imperfectly  supplied  with 
necessary  articles,  and  finding  it  true,  he  hastens  to  supply  their 
wants,  sharply  rebuking  a  responsible  officer  that  the  needs  of  the 
men  had  not  been  attended  to ;  while  he  investigates  other  charges 
and  finds  them  unfounded.    He  learns  that  a  private  soldier  is 
under  arrest  for  a  grave  military  offense  for  which  it  is  possible 
that  there  may  be  palliating  circumstances,  and  writes  to  make 
sure  that  full  justice  is  secured  the  unfortunate,  while  at  the  next 
moment  he  pens  a  letter  to  the  foreign  father  of  a  brave  officer  who 
has  been  wounded  in  battle,  conveying  words  of  appreciation  which 
the  grateful  sire  will  never  forget ;  and  then  turns  to  forward  a 
check  which  some  kind  citizen  has  contributed  that  the  suffering 
soldiers  in  the  field  hospitals  may  be  ministered  to.     While  he 
seeks  to  learn  the  burial  place  of  an  enlisted  man  whose  friends 
desire  to  recover  his  remains,  and  directs  that  the  body  of  a  dead 
officer  be  embalmed  and  returned  to  Massachusetts  that  it  may  be 
buried  with  the  honor  befitting  his  rank,  he  devotes  the  whole 
energy  of  his  nature  to  a  successful  attempt  to  procure  the  release 
of  certain  Massachusetts  men  who  had  been  enlisted  by  emissaries 
from  a  neighboring  state  under  false  pretenses. 
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From  the  first,  Governor  Andrew  was  extremely  anxious  that  the 
United  States  authorities  should  effect  arrangements  for  the  prompt 
exchange  of  prisoners  of  war,  and  he  urged  the  matter  with  all  the 
eloquence  at  his  command.  The  reports  of  privations  endured  by 
the  Union  soldiers  who  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy — 
though  insignificant  compared  with  the  prison  pen  horrors  later  in 
the  war — touched  his*  heart,  and  he  was  especially  moved  when 
after  the  battle  of  Ball's  Bluff  a  number  of  Massachusetts  officers, 
including  Colonel  Lee  and  Major  Revere  of  the  Twentieth  Regi- 
ment, were  confined  as  hostages  in  the  county  jail  at  Richmond, 
Va.  Writing  to  the  President  in  December  of  that  year,  the  gover- 
nor pleaded  strongly  for  the  adoption  of  immediate  measures  for 
the  release  of  these  captives  from  their  sad  condition.  Speaking 
of  these  officers  he  said : — 

All  of  them  are  gentlemen  and  soldiers  who  have  no  superiors  in 
any  sphere  of  human  life  in  all  those  qualities  which  ought  to  com- 
mand respectful  treatment — are  imprisoned  in  felons'  cells,  fed  on 
felons'  fare,  in  a  common  jail ;  huddled  together  in  a  space  so  narrow 
that  there  is  not  air  enough  for  health  or  comfort ;  allowed,  for  ex- 
ercise, to  promenade  half  an  hour  each  day  on  a  narrow  pathway  sur- 
rounding their  prison,  and  especially  exposed  to  disease  by  the  fact 
that  some  of  their  companions,  who  are  grievously  sick,  are  not  re- 
moved to  hospitals. 

He  contrasted  this  picture  with  the  condition  of  affairs  at  Fort 
Warren,  in  Boston  Harbor,  were  numerous  Confederate  prisoners, 
including  Mason  and  Slidell,  were  confined,  enjoying  every  privilege 
consistent  with  retaining  them  in  custody,  and  receiving  equal  con- 
sideration with  the  officers  of  the  garrison  in  all  matters  pertaining 
to  their  personal  comfort  and  welfare. 

But  though  the  immediate  release  of  the  Massachusetts  men  in 
the  hands  of  the  Confederate  authorities  could  not  be  effected,  steps 
could  be  and  were  taken  for  the  amelioration  of  their  condition. 
Blankets,  clothing  and  other  articles  of  which  they  were  in  need 
were  furnished  in  abundance  and  sent  forward  to  Richmond,  where 
Adjutant  Peirson  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment  was  allowed  by  the 
prison  authorities  to  distribute  the  articles  among  the  needy  Massa- 
chusetts men.  Lieutenant  Peirson,  in  reporting  the  fact  to  the 
home  authorities,  stated  that  he  had  provided  for  the  needs  of 
nearlv  400  Massachusetts  soldiers  at  Richmond,  in  addition  to  which 
he  had  sent  a  portion  to  those  in  New  Orleans  and  Tuscaloosa. 
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While,  notwithstanding  the  warm-hearted  philanthropy  displayed 
everywhere,  the  preparations  for  the  expected  work  of  mercy  were 
still  crude,  the  sufferers  began  to  surge  northward  from  the  fast- 
multiplying  battle-fields. 

A  few  wounded  men  from  Ball's  Bluff  had  been  brought  to  their 
homes  in  the  fall  of  1801,  though  most  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  Thus  far,  however,  not  enough  had  come  back  to  re- 
quire special  preparations  for  their  transportation  or  reception;  but 
at  the  opening  of  the  Burnsidc  campaign  in  North  Carolina  the 
conditions  changed,  and  from  that  time  there  was  little  cessation 
to  the  sorrowful  procession. 

The  news  of  the  battle  of  Roanoke  Island  reached  the  state  on 
the  loth  of  February,  1862,  and  Governor  Andrew  at  once  dis- 
patched a  member  of  his  council,  Dr.  Alfred  Hitchcock  of  Fitch- 
burg,  to  the  scene  of  operations  to  look  after  the  Massachusetts 
wounded.  Dr.  Hitchcock,  being  an  eminent  surgeon  and  possessed 
of  much  executive  ability,  filled  the  requirements  of  the  position 
admirably.  On  the  7th  of  March  he  set  out  for  the  North  with  125 
wounded  and  sick  aboard  a  transport,  landing  at  Baltimore  on  the 
evening  of  the  9th.  The  progress  thence  was  slow  and  tedious, 
especially  for  the  unfortunate  soldiers.  The  transportation  of  such 
sufferers  in  considerable  numbers  was  a  new  experience  for  all  in- 
terested, and  kind  as  were  the  hearts  of  all  the  loyal  people,  few 
hands  had  been  trained  to  just  the  work  that  was  needed,  so  that 
there  were  some  annoying  delays  and  not  a  little  resultant  suffering. 
But  all  of  the  76  Massachusetts  men  in  the  party  reached  their 
homes  or  a  hospital  by  the  13th.  As  a  result  of  these  earlier  ex- 
periences, Massachusetts  agencies  were  established  at  Baltimore  and 
Philadelphia,  so  that  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  state  were  sure 
of  being  cared  for  at  all  large  cities  en  route  to  their  homes. 

The  most  important  of  these  humane  agencies  was  that  at  Wash- 
ington, which  during  most  of  the  war  was  under  the  care  of  Colonel 
Gardiner  Tufts  of  Lynn,  who  was  appointed  during  the  summer  of 
1862.  The  agency,  however,  was  established  directly  after  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Sixth  Regiment,  with  its  wounded,  April  10,  1861, 
when  several  natives  of  Massachusetts  resident  at  the  national 
capital  formed  an  organization  to  care  for  the  needy  soldiers  from 
their  native  state.  George  W.  McClellan,  second  assistant  post- 
master-general, was  the  first  president  of  the  association.  The 
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supreme  court  room  in  the  Capitol  was  fitted  up  as  a  hospital,  and 
the  duties  of  matron  were  assumed  by  Miss  Lander  of  Salem,  a 
sister  of  General  F.  W.  Lander.  As  the  demands  upon  this  agency 
increased  with  the  opening  of  hostilities  in  1802,  the  work  was 
systematized  and  extended  under  Colonel  Tufts  until  it  not  only  in- 
cluded an  active  oversight  of  the  Massachusetts  sick  and  wounded 
in  the  60  hospitals  in  and  about  Washington,  but  reached  to  the 
battle-fields  and  the  temporary  hospitals  in  their  vicinity.  This 
work  was  most  efficiently  done,  and  embraced  alike  an  oversight 
of  the  living  soldiers,  whether  well  or  disabled,  and  care  for  the  re- 
mains of  the  dead.  A  noble  Dedham  woman,  Mrs.  Jennie  L. 
Thomas,  aided  Colonel  Tufts  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  during 
most  of  his  term.  The  names  of  36,151  sick  or  wounded  soldiers 
fruin  the  state  were  recorded  at  the  Washington  agency,  and  the 
expense  to  the  Massachusetts  treasury  was  some  835,000.  During 
the  last  year  of  the  war  a  branch  was  maintained  at  Annapolis 
which  gave  especial  attention  to  the  soldiers  from  Massachusetts 
who  had  been  or  were  prisoners  of  war. 

The  agency  at  Baltimore  was  established  under  direction  of 
(iovernor  Andrew  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  situation,  being 
placed  in  charge  of  William  Robinson  of  that  city,  who  had  won 
favorable  notice  through  his  kindness  to  the  wounded  of  the  Sixth 
Regiment  on  the  19th  of  April,  1801.  Mr.  Robinson  died  before 
the  close  of  the  war,  leaving  to  other  hands  the  completion  of  the 
work.  At  Philadelphia,  Robert  C.  Carson  was  placed  in  charge  of 
the  immediate  interests  of  the  Massachusetts  soldiers  passing 
through  the  city.  These  positions  were  naturally  of  less  import- 
ance than  those  at  Washington  and  New  York,  especially  in  the 
case  of  Philadelphia,  whose  citizens  were  so  thoughtful  and  gener- 
ous to  soldiers  from  all  the  states :  but  much  valuable  service  was 
rendered  by  the  agencies  in  their  respective  fields. 

Xor  did  the  preparations  already  referred  to  for  the  comfort  and 
assistance  of  the  soldier  exhaust  the  range  of  beneficent  work. 
While  the  pay  of  the  volunteer  was  not  large,  every  inducement 
was  extended  for  him  to  save  at  least  a  portion  of  it  for  the  com- 
fort of  those  dependent  upon  him,  or  for  his  own  use  upon  his  re- 
turn to  civil  life.  Congress  having  provided  on  the  22d  of  July, 
1SG1,  for  the  application  of  the  allotment  system  to  the  volunteer 
soldiers,  three  allotment  commissioners  were  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
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dent  for  each  state  ;  those  for  Massachusetts,  nominated  by  Gover- 
nor  Andrew,  were  Frank  B.  Fay  of  Chelsea,  Henry  Edwards  of 
Boston  and  David  Wilder,  Jr.,  of  Newton.  They  were  appointed 
in  February,  186-,  and  at  once  visited  all  the  Massachusetts  organi- 
zations then  in  the  held,  besides  presenting  the  matter  to  those 
subsequently  formed.  So  well  was  the  work  done  that  members  of 
41  reirimcnts  or  batteries  took  advantage  of  (he  svslem.  Bv  this 
plan  a  portion  of  the  soldier's  pay  was  deducted  by  the  United 
States  paymasters  and  sent  directly  to  the  state  treasurer,  bv  whom 
it  was  distributed  to  the  recipients  named  in  the  act  of  allotment, 
through  the  various  city  and  town  treasurers,  or  placed  in  the  state 
treasury  at  interest  until  claimed  by  the  soldier.  In  this  way  over 
£3,000,000  was  sent  home  by  Massachusetts  soldiers,  independent 
of  the  sums  sent  directly  bv  the  soldiers  after  every  visit  of  the 
paymaster.  Thus  a  great  amount  was  saved  for  the  comfort  of 
families  at  home  which  would  otherwise  have  been  squandered,  and 
the  tax  upon  town  and  state  authorities  was  doubtless  measurably 
lightened. 

There  were  naturally  and  unavoidably  many  complications,  mis- 
understandings and  delays  arising  from  the  adjustment  of  state  and 
national  authority  in  respect  to  the  regiments  called  into  the 
national  service.  Under  the  Massachusetts  militia  system  the  offi- 
cers were  elected,  and,  as  the  term  of  the  militia  regiments  in  1861 
was  short,  no  question  arose  as  to  the  method  of  filling  vacancies 
which  might  result  during  their  absence.  •  With  the  volunteer  organi- 
zations for  longer  terms  of  service  the  elective  method  was  dropped 
and  the  officers  of  the  regiments  and  companies  were  selected  and 
commissioned  by  the  governor.  Flow  the  vacancies  which  occurred 
after  the  commands  left  the  state  were  to  be  filled  was  not  at  first 
clear;  but  during  August,  1801,  it  was  settled  that  the  adjutant 
general  of  the  United  States  should  report  the  vacancy  to  the  gov- 
ernor, who  should  issue  the  commission  to  such  person  as  lie  might 
select,  and  this  custom,  with  modifications  in  the  case  of  certain 
troops  which  will  be  noted  in  the  proper  place,  continued  during 
the  war.  Another  and  financially  a  more  important  settlement  was 
arranged  a  few  weeks  later,  by  which  the  national  government  re- 
imbursed the  state  to  the  amount  of  *77">.<>UO  for  stores  and  sup- 
plies which  had  already  been  furnished,  and  arrangements  were 

ide  covering  future  transactions  of  like  nature.    These  negotia- 
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tions  were  conducted  at  Washington  by  Quartermaster  General 
Reed  and  Colonel  Browne,  Governor  Andrew's  private  secretary. 
But  with  the  ablest  efforts  of  the  state  officials,  justice  could  not  in 
all  t  ases  be  obtained,  and  one  of  these  failures  was  in  connection 
with  some  companies  of  Massachusetts  men  who  had  been  enlisted 
for  the  *'  Mozart "  Regiment — a  New  York  organization.  As  these 
men  could  not  be  credited  to  the  quota  of  Massachusetts,  and  under 
the  act  of  the  Legislature  their  families  were  shut  out  from  the 
privileges  of  state  aid,  the  governor  made  application  for  their  trans- 
fer to  a  Bay  .State  regiment,  being  desirous  that  they  should  be 
united  with  the  seven  companies  then  at  Fortress  Monroe,  which 
afterward  became  the  Twentv-ninth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  This 

*  <_• 

request,  however,  was  not  granted,  and  the  companies  were  never 
credited  to  the  state,  though  an  amendment  by  the  Legislature  at 
its  next  session  extended  the  provisions  of  the  State  Aid  act  to  the 
families  of  the  men. 

The  closing  months  of  1861  and  the  beginning  of  1862  were 
made  unpleasant  by  a  serious  misunderstanding  and  bitter  conflict 
of  authority  between  Governor  Andrew  and  General  Butler.  In 
fact,  from  the  very  first  there  seems  hardly  to  have  been  harmony 
between  the  two.  Both  were  strong,  self-reliant,  determined  men ; 
the  governor  was,  as  has  been  shown,  deeply  in  earnest  in  carrying 
out  his  plans  and  intolerant  of  interference  with  his  prerogatives ; 
the  general  was  equally  determined  upon  the  accomplishment  of 
any  purpose  to  which  he  was  committed,  and  his  methods  were  any- 
thing but  conciliatory  to  those  from  whom  he  chanced  to  differ. 
The  first  evidence  of  diversity  of  views  appears  soon  after  the  ar- 
rival of  General  Butler  at  Annapolis,  when  he  tendered  to  Governor 
Hicks  of  Maryland  the  services  of  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  Regi- 
ment for  the  suppression  of  a  negro  insurrection  should  one  occur, 
as  was  then  apprehended.  The  rumored  uprising  did  not  take  place, 
and  was  not  even  contemplated  ;  but  on  being  informed  of  the  action 
taken  by  General  Butler  the  governor  expressed  his  disapproval, 
claiminir  that  the  troops  should  be  moved  forward  to  Washington 
as  soon  as  possible  for  the  protection  of  the  national  government. 
General  Butler  replied  with  a  strong  letter  justifying  his  course ; 
but  by  making  the  correspondence  public  weakened  his  otherwise 
strong  position.  The  estrangement  was  deepened  during  his  com- 
mand at  Fortress  Monroe,  when  he  received  further  criticism  from 


Digitized  by  Google 


40 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 


the  governor,  who  intimated  that  the  general  was  not  as  careful  as 
he  should  have  been  of  the  personal  comfort  of  some  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts troops  under  his  command. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  1801  General  Butler  began  preparations 
for  what  finally  took  form  as  his  Xew  Orleans  expedition.  A  part 
of  his  duty  in  that  connection  was  the  raising  of  the  troops  of  which 
it  was  to  be  composed,  as  the  national  government  had  none  that 
could  be  spared.  Unfortunately  a  similar  expedition  was  then  being 
fitted  out — that  of  General  Sherman  with  head-quarters  at  Xew  York, 
which  was  destined  for  the  Xorth  Carolina  coast,  and  which.  Sherman 
being  transferred  to  another  command,  was  finally  organized  under 
the  direction  of  General  Burnside,  with  head-quarters  at  Annapolis. 
Three  regiments  from  Massachusetts,  enlistment  for  which  was  then 
in  progress,  had  been  promised  to  General  Sherman,  and  strenuous 
efforts  were  being  made  for  their  completion,  when  on  the  28th  of 
August  Captain  David  K.  Ward  well  was  granted  permission  by  the 
secretary  of  war  to  raise  a  regiment  of  volunteers  in  Massachusetts. 
Governor  Andrew  refused  to  recognize  his  right  to  do  this,  but  he 
was  authorized  to  raise  for  the  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  Reiri- 
ment,  then  in  process  of  organization,  a  company  of  which  he  was 
commissioned  captain.  Serious  trouble  had  already  arisen  in  other 
states  over  the  giving  of  these  special  permits  to  recruiting  officers, 
and  Governor  Andrew  protested  in  behalf  of  his  own  state.  Quar- 
termaster General  Reed  and  Colonel  Browne  were  then  in  Washing- 
ton, and  upon  presenting  the  matter  to  the  President  and  the  secre- 
tary of  war  received  the  assurance  that  no  further  permits  of  this 
nature  should  be  granted,  but  that  the  governor  should  have  ex- 
clusive control  of  the  organizing  of  troops  within  the  state. 

All  possible  efforts  were  therefore  bent  to  the  completion  of  the 
regiments  for  Sherman's  expedition,  when  on  the  11th  of  Septem- 
ber the  governor  received  from  Washington  official  intelligence  that 
General  Butler  purposed  raising  six  regiments  in  Xew  England, 
for  which  the  dispatch,  signed  by  the  President  as  well  as  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  asked  the  consent  of  Governor  Andrew.  The  latter 
replied  at  once,  asking  that  the  state  be  called  on  for  such  troops 
as  were  desired,  and  offering  as  soon  as  the  regiments  intended  for 
General  Sherman  were  filled  to  "help General  Butler  to  the  utmost." 
Without  replying  definitely  to  this  communication,  Secretary  Came- 
ron on  the  12th  issued  an  authorization  to  General  Butler  "  to  fit 


Digitized  by  Google  j 


THE  DEPA It TM E.\ T  OF  NEW  EXGLAXD. 


41 


out  and  prepare  such  troops  in  New  England  as  he  may  judge  fit 
for  the  purpose  "  of  his  expedition.  Four  days  after  this  paper  was 
issued  came  a  Special  Order  from  the  adjutant  general  at  Washing- 
ton which  directed  "  all  persons  having  received  authority  from  the 
War  Department  to  raise  volunteer  regiments  .  .  .  .  in  the 
loyal  states  ....  placed  under  the  orders  of  the  governors 
of  those  states."  This  was  what  Governor  Andrew  desired,  and  he 
immediately  issued  a  Special  Order,  designating  the  organizations 
then  in  process  of  formation,  and  directing  that  till  they  were  filled 
no  new  regiments  or  companies  should  be  formed  without  permis- 
sion from  the  state  head-quarters.  General  Butler  was  not  inclined 
to  acquiesce  gracefully  with  the  wishes  of  the  governor,  and  on  the 
1st  of  October  another  General  Order  was  issued  from  the  adjutant 
general's  office  at  Washington,  creating  the  New  England  states  a 
military  department,  to  be  commanded  by  Major  General  Butler 
with  head-quarters  at  Boston  while  recruiting  his  division. 

On  establishing  head-quarters  General  Butler  opened  correspond- 
ence with  the  governor,  requesting  published  authority  for  the  en- 
listment of  an  infantry  regiment  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry  ;  but 
this  authority  was  not  given,  the  governor  declining  to  take  any 
different  course  in  the  case  of  General  Butler  from  that  pursued 
with  General  Sherman  and  later  with  General  Burnside.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  follow  the  controversy  and  the  correspondence  in  de- 
tail. The  Twenty-sixth  and  Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts  Regiments 
were  assigned  to  General  Butler  when  organized ;  in  addition  to 
which  the  general  established  one  camp  at  Pittsfield  and  another 
at  Lowell.  At  the  former  a  regiment  was  organized,  known  for  a 
time  as  the  "  Western  Bay  State  Regiment," — afterward  the  Thirty- 
first ;  while  at  Lowell  the  4*  Eastern  Bay  State  Regiment" — the 
Thirtieth — was  raised,  with  the  Fourth  Light  Battery  and  three 
unattached  companies  of  cavalry.  These  two  regiments  and  four 
companies  left  the  state  without  their  officers  having  been  commis- 
sioned, no  adjustment  having  been  reached  in  the  matter.  Gover- 
nor Andrew  protested  earnestly  to  the  authorities  at  Washington 
against  the  course  taken  bv  General  Butler,  but  it  was  not  until 
January,  1802,  that  the  position  taken  by  the  governor  was  recog- 
nized. A  satisfactory  settlement  was  then  effected  ;  the  "  Depart- 
ment of  Xew  England  "  was  abolished,  and  commissions  for  the 
two  regiments  and  the  companies  were  issued  by  the  governor. 
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This  unfortunate  experience  seems  to  have  convinced  the  general 
government  that  it  could  not  with  safety  interfere  with  the  enlist- 
ment of  troops  in  the  loyal  states,  and  nothing  further  occurred  to 
mar  the  harmonious  relations  in  this  direction  which  thenceforth 
existed  between  the  authorities  at  Boston  and  those  at  Washington. 
In  commissioning  the  officers  of  the  regiments  raised  by  General 
Butler,  Governor  Andrew  declined  to  recognize  the  field  officers 
and  some  others  selected  by  General  Butler,  and  this  refusal  un- 
doubtedly wrought  hardship  in  some  cases,  where  months  of  faithful 
service  had  been  given  in  good  faith  on  the  part  of  those  thus  dis- 
appointed. But  most  of  these  were  provided  by  General  Butler 
with  staff  positions  or  commissions  in  organizations  recruited  in 
the  seceded  states,  and  several  such  rose  to  high  rank  and  marked 
distinction  before  the  close  of  the  war. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


The  State  Election  of  1861—  Supplementary  Legislation — Recruiting 
Offices  Closed — "Tiie  Banks  Scare"—  The  Call  for  300,(HX>  Threk- 
y ears'  Troops— And  for  a  Like  Number  for  Nine  Months— The  Politi- 
cal Campaign  of  1862. 

WHILE  these  important  events  connected  with  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war  had  been  in  progress,  the  first  state 
election  subsequent  to  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  had 
taken  place.  Two  tickets  only,  the  Republican  and  the  Democratic, 
were  in  the  field.  The  Democratic  convention  was  first  held,  meet- 
ing at  Worcester  on  the  18th  of  September,  1861.  Moses  Bates  of 
Plymouth  was  its  chairman,  and  on  calling  the  assemblage  to  order 
he  delivered  the  customary  speech,  the  tone  of  which  as  announc- 
ing the  spirit  of  his  party  had  been  awaited  with  an  interest  ap- 
proaching suspense.  The  friends  of  Union  and  Freedom  were  not 
disappointed  at  his  utterance.  While  differing  with  the  Republicans 
as  to  matters  of  state  policy,  he  declared  emphatically  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  national  government  and  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war  until  peace  should  be  conquered.  Other  speeches  of  like  tenor 
followed  ;  in  fact,  no  dissenting  voice  was  heard  in  the  assembly, 
and  the  resolutions,  reported  by  a  committee  of  which  A.  R.  Brown 
of  Lowell  was  chairman,  voiced  the  same  sentiment.  Isaac  Davis 
of  Worcester  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  for  governor,  Edwin 
C.  Bailey  of  Boston  for  lieutenant  governor,  Charles  Thompson  of 
Charlestown  for  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  Bates  for  treasurer,  and 
Edward  Avery  of  Braintree  for  attorney  general. 

Hie  Republican  convention  also  met  at  Worcester  on  the  1st  of 
October,  Congressman  Henry  L.  Dawes  chairman.  Mr.  Dawes  in 
his  opening  address  made  an  eloquent,  patriotic  and  liberal  speech. 
While  reaffirming  the  policy  of  his  party  in  state  and  national 
affairs,  he  recognized  appropriately  the  loyal  devotion  of  the  great 
body  of  the  Democratic  party  and  its  leaders  in  the  state.  Governor 
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Andrew  was  unanimously  renominated  by  acclamation  for  a  second 
term ;  but  the  filling  of  the  minor  offices  on  the  ticket  was  placed 
in  the  hands  of  a  committee  with  a  view  to  securing  a  fusion  with 
supporters  of  the  general  government  outside  of  the  party.  This 
committee  reported  the  names  of  Edward  Dickinson  of  Amherst 
for  lieutenant  governor,  Richard  Frothinghara  of  Charlestown  for 
secretary  of  state,  Henry  K.  Oliver  of  Salem  for  treasurer,  Levi 
Reed  of  Abington  for  auditor  and  Dwight  Foster  of  Worcester  for 
attorney  general.  The  convention  rejected  the  name  of  Mr.  Froth- 
ingham,  a  life-long  democrat,  and  renominated  Oliver  Warner  for 
a  second  term;  the  name  of  Josiah  G.  Abbott  of  Lowell  was  sub- 
stituted for  attorney  general,  and  thus  amended  the  ticket  as  re- 
ported was  placed  in  nomination.  Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  Abbott 
represented  the  fusion  element,  the  former  being  a  Conservative, 
never  having  joined  the  Republican  party,  and  the  latter  being  a 
straight-out  Democrat.  Subsequently  both  declined  the  nomina- 
tion, John  Nesmith  of  Lowell  being  named  for  lieutenant  gover- 
nor, and  Mr.  Foster  for  attorney  general. 

While  the  convention  was  earnest  and  strong  in  tone,  the  mem- 
bers were  by  no  means  unanimous  in  their  view  of  the  national 
situation.  The  dominant  sentiment  was  that  of  implicit  support 
of  President  Lincoln  and  his  associates  at  Washington,  mingling 
with  which  was  a  strong  flavor  of  conservatism — a  desire  to  con- 
ciliate and  unite  all  factions  upon  a  broad  and  generous  basis  of 
loyalty.  This  was  the  purpose  which  prevailed  in  the  conven- 
tion ;  but  there  was  a  strong  radical  minority  ready  to  demand  the 
abolishment  of  slavery  and  the  use  of  colored  men  in  the  Union 
army.  Senator  Sumner  addressed  the  assemblage  earnestly  in  this 
vein,  and  Rev.  James  Freeman  Clarke  offered  a  resolution  of  like 
tone;  but  neither  the  views  of  Mr.  Sumner  nor  the  resolves  of  Mr. 
Clarke  found  favor  with  the  convention.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
the  conservatism  pervading  the  mass  of  the  loyal  people  of  the  state 
at  this  time.  While  yielding  to  none  in  patriotism  and  devotion, 
they  were  only  anxious  that  the  armed  rebellion  should  be  subdued. 
They  were  not  yet  ready  for  the  strong  blow  which  should  remove  for- 
ever the  prime  cause  of  the  revolt — the  institution  of  slavery.  This 
conservatism  naturally  gave  deep  offense  to  the  more  radical  of  the 
abolitionists,  who  were  alarmed  lest  the  speedy  close  of  the  war 
should  leave  the  great  cause  of  the  rebellion  still  in  existence. 
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The  election  took  place  on  the  5th  of  November  and  showed  how 
strongly  the  people  indorsed  Governor  Andrew  and  his  administra- 
tion : — there  was  no  question  of  the  indorsement  of  the  national 
government,  for  the  state  had  no  ticket  in  the  field  representing  op- 
position to  it.  "The  total  vote  was  small,  being  but  07,321,  for  30,- 
000  of  the  sons  of  Massachusetts  were  in  the  field  to  fight  for  their 
country  and  there  was  then  no  provision  for  casting  and  recording 
their  ballots.  Governor  Andrew  received  05,201  votes,  Mr.  Davis 
31,264,  with  756  scattering;  the  majority  for  Andrew  was  33,201 — 
more  than  the  entire  vote  against  him.  The  Legislature,  prin- 
cipally Republican  in  its  membership,  was  unanimous  in  support 
of  the  war,  and  thus  in  no  uncertain  manner  was  heard  the  voice 
of  Massachusetts. 

The  Legislature  met  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1862.  It  organ- 
ized by  the  choice  of  John  H.  Clifford  of  New  Bedford  for  president 
of  the  Senate,  and  Alexander  H.  Bullock  of  Worcester  as  speaker  of 
the  House.  Both  officers  on  assuming  their  duties  referred  to  the 
war  and  the  necessity  for  united  and  patriotic  action.  Mr.  Clifford 
voiced  the  prevailing  sentiment  when  he  said,  "  Whatever  maj  be 
his  profession,  he  is  no  true  patriot,  who,  in  this  season  of  his 
country's  peril,  cannot  rise  to  such  a  hight  as  to  lose  sight  of  all 
those  lines  of  political  difference  which  in  more  peaceful  and  pros- 
perous times  have  divided  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  who 
is  not  ready  to  sacrifice  everything  but  principle  to  make  and  keep 
them  a  united  people." 

The  inauguration  of  the  Governor  occurred  on  the  3d,  when  his 
annual  address  was  read.  Its  tone  was  in  keeping  with  his  previous 
utterances.  After  showing  that  the  state  had  already  expended  for 
military  purposes  nearly  £3.400,000,  about  a  fourth  part  of  which 
had  been  refunded  by  the  United  States,  not  to  mention  the  sums 
expended  by  the  cities  and  towns,  he  referred  at  considerable  length 
to  the  exposed  condition  of  the  Massachusetts  coast,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  which  the  national  government  had  as  yet  taken  no  active 
measures.  Adverting  then  to  the  cause  of  the  rebellion  and  ex- 
pressing his  firm  belief  that  eventually  the  institution  of  slavery 
must  be  overthrown,  he  yet  affirmed  his  willingness  to  await  the 
coming  of  that  event  as  it  should  be  wrought  out  by  the  develop- 
ments of  the  future.  Speaking  for  himself  and  in  behalf  of  the 
state  Governor  Andrew  said  : — 
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Let  him  lead  to  whom  the  people  have  assigned  the  authority  ana 
the  power.  One  great  duty  of  absorbing,  royal  patriotism,  which  is 
the  public  duty  of  the  occasion,  demands  us  all  to  follow.  Placed  in  no 
situation  where  it  becomes  me  to  discuss  his  policy,  I  do  not  stop  even 
to  consider  it.  The  only  question  that  I  can  entertain  is  what  to  do,  and 
when  that  question  is  answered,  the  other  is  what  next  to  do,  in  the 
sphere  of  activity  where  it  is  given  to  me  to  stand  ;  for  by  deeds,  and 
not  by  words,  are  this  people  to  accomplish  their  salvation.  Let  ours 
be  the  duty  in  this  great  emergency  to  furnish,  in  unstinted  measure, 
the  men  and  the  money  required  of  us  for  the  common  defense.  Let 
Massachusetts  ideas  and  Massachusetts  principles  go  forth,  with  the 
industrious,  sturdy  sons  of  the  Commonwealth  to  propagate  and  in- 
tensify, in  every  camp  and  upon  every  battle-field,  that  love  of  equal 
liberty,  and  those  rights  of  universal* humanity,  which  are  the  basis 
of  our  institutions  ;  out  let  none  of  us  who  remain  at  home  presume 
to  direct  the  pilot  or  to  seize  the  helm.  To  the  civil  head  of  the 
national  state,  to  the  military  head  of  the  national  army,  our  fidelity, 
our  confidence,  our  constant,  devoted,  unwavering  support,  rendered 
in  the  spirit  of  intelligent  freemen,  of  large-minded  citizens,  con- 
scious of  the  difficulties  of  government,  the  responsibilities  of  power, 
the  perils  of  distrust  and  division,  are  due  without  measure  and  with- 
out reservation. 

Numerous  laws  and  resolves  relative  to  war  measures  were  passed 
during  the  session  of  the  Legislature ;  but  they  were  mostly  in  fur- 
therance of  measures  already  taken.  Among  other  acts,  towns 
were  given  authority  to  appropriate  money  in  aid  of  the  families  of 
volunteers,  the  governor  was  authorized  to  arrange  for  the  relief  of 
sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  to  take  them  to  their  homes,  and  for  the 
treatment  of  such  as  could  be  accommodated  at  the  state  hospitals — 
all  at  the  expense  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  treasurer  was  in- 
structed to  receive  and  distribute  the  money  sent  home  by  soldiers, 
which  was  also  exempted  from  attachment ;  the  governor  was  em- 
powered to  build  iron-clads  for  the  defense  of  the  coast ;  and  the 
action  of  the  Maryland  Legislature  in  regard  to  those  members  of 
the  Sixth  Regiment  wounded  in  Baltimore  and  the  families  of  those 
killed  was  properly  acknowledged. 

The  winter  and  spring  passed,  after  the  departure  of  General 
Butler's  expedition,  with  very  little  activity  so  far  as  enlistments 
were  concerned.  It  was  a  period  of  waiting,  anticipation,  trial  and 
preparation.  The  general  government  had  magnificent  armies  in 
the  field  waiting  for  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  and  it  was  fondly 
anticipated  that  the  troops  already  raised  would  be  able  to  effect 
the  speedy  close  of  the  rebellion. 
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Early  in  April,  1862,  the  recruiting  oflices  throughout  the  loyal 
states,  which  had  passed  under  the  direct  control  of  the  war  de-< 
partment,  were  closed.  Colonel  Hannibal  Day  of  the  United  States 
Army  was  at  that  time  in  charge  of  the  recruiting  service  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. The  governor  had  previously  applied  for  permission 
to  increase  the  battalion  then  in  Fort  Warren  to  a  full  regiment,  to 
be  known  as  the  Thirty-second  ;  but  authority  to  raise  even  the  four 
additional  companies  for  that  purpose  could  not  then  be  obtained. 
Permission  was,  however,  granted  during  April  to  raise  some  750 
recruits  to  replace  the  losses  of  the  Massachusetts  regiments  of 
Burnside's  North  Carolina  expedition. 

On  the  14th  of  May  an  inquiry  was  received  from  the  war  depart- 
ment as  to  the  ability  of  the  state  to  raise  four  additional  regiments 
at  short  notice,  but  no  order  to  proceed  was  then  received.  What- 
ever might  have  been  in  contemplation,  other  action  was  precipi- 
tated by  the  disaster  to  General  Banks's  command  in  the  Shenandoah 
valley  and  what  was  known  as  "  the  Banks  scare  "  in  Washington. 
It  was  in  consequence  of  this  mishap  that  on  the  25th  Governor 
Andrew  received  this  telegram  from  the  secretary  of  war :  "  Send 
all  the  troops  forward  that  you  can,  immediately.  Banks  is 
completely  routed.  The  enemy  are,  in  large  force,  advancing  on 
Harper's  Ferry."  This  dispatch  was  followed  the  same  day  by 
another  of  even  more  startling  import :  "  Intelligence  from  various 
quarters  leaves  no  doubt  that  the  enemy,  in  great  force,  are  advanc- 
ing on  Washington.  You  will  please  organize  and  forward  im- 
mediately all  the  volunteer  and  militia  force  in  your  state." 

Orders  were  at  once  issued  for  the  assembling  of  all  the  state 
militia  on  Boston  Common,  and  within  48  hours  4,000  soldiers  were 
there  readv  and  anxious  to  set  out  for  the  front.  But  by  that  time 
the  scare  had  somewhat  abated.  General  Banks  had  with  much 
skill  extricated  his  command  from  its  peril  and  again  faced  the 
enemy,  so  that  the  order  for  the  militia  was  countermanded  and  the 
men  returned  to  their  homes.  The  battalion  from  Fort  Warren, 
however,  six  companies  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Parker,  was  sent 
to  the  front  and  permission  was  given  to  recruit  it  to  a  full  regi- 
ment,— the  Thirty-second.  About  this  time  some  companies  of 
cadets  and  heavy  artillery  were  raised  for  duty  in  the  forts  on  the 
coast,  and  on  the  28th  of  May  two  new  regiments,  the  Thirty-third 
and  Thirty-fourth,  were  authorized.     The  former  encamped  at 


Digitized  by  GooqIc 


48 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  TUE  WAR. 


Lynnfield  and  the  latter  at  Camp  Wool  on  the  fair-grounds  at 
Worcester. 

Recruiting  for  these  regiments  was  proceeding,  not  very  rapidly, 
when  the  country  was  electrified  by  the  retreat  of  General  Mc- 
Clellan  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  before  Richmond  and 
the  call  on  the  4th  of  July  for  300,000  men  to  serve  for  three  years 
or  during  the  war.  Governor  Andrew  issued  his  order  on  the  7th 
for  15,000  volunteers  as  the  quota  of  Massachusetts  under  this  call. 
To  expedite  the  raising  of  these  troops,  a  new  method  was  adopted 
by  which  each  city  and  town  was  called  upon  for  its  proper  propor- 
tion of  the  whole  number.  The  result  was  a  new  impetus  in  the 
matter  of  enlistments,  the  local  officials  putting  forth  every  exertion 
to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  them.  There  was  one  drawback, 
however, — that  it  induced  great  competition  among  citizens  for  com- 
missions in  the  new  regiments,  and  many  such  were  necessarily 
granted.  In  not  a  few  instances  it  would  have  been  much  better 
could  the  governor  have  followed  out  his  original  purpose  to  pro- 
mote brave  and  worthy  soldiers  alreadv  in  the  field.  In  addition  to 
completing  those  already  in  process  of  formation,  it  was  decided  to 
organize  seven  new  regiments,  to  be  numbered  from  the  Thirty -fifth 
to  the  Forty-first  inclusive.  For  a  short  time  the  recruits  from  the 
five  western  counties  assembled  at  Worcester,  and  those  from  the 
rest  of  the  state  at  Lynnfield;  but  about  the  first  of  August  Camp 
Briggs  was  established  at  Pittsfield,  where  the  Thirty -seventh  Regi- 
ment, drawn  from  the  western  portion  of  the  state,  was  organized. 

Within  two  months  from  the  day  that  Governor  Andrew  issued 
his  call  the  nine  regiments  had  been  filled  and  mustered ;  eight  of 
them  had  left  the  state  for  active  service,  and  in  addition  over  4,000 
recruits  for  the  old  regiments  in  the  field  had  been  sent  forward.  The 
Thirty-third  regiment  went  first  on  the  11th  of  August,  the  Thirty- 
fourth  followed  the  next  day.  the  companies  to  complete  the  Thirty- 
second  went  on  the  20th,  and  the  Thirty-fifth  Regiment  on  the 
22d  ;  the  Thirty-eighth  was  but  two  days  later  and  the  Thirty-sixth 
followed  within  a  week ;  three  other  regiments,  the  Thirty-ninth. 
Thirty-seventh  and  Fortieth,  went  on  the  6th,  7th,  and  8th  of  Sep- 
tember respectively.  All  of  these  organizations  reported  at  Wash- 
ington ;  the  Forty -first  Regiment  (afterward  the  Third  Cavalry^, 
being  destined  for  Louisiana,  did  not  leave  the  state  until  the  4th 
of  November,  when  it  reported  to  General  Banks  at  New  York  and 
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sailed  thence  for  New  Orleans.  In  the  mean  time  two  batteries  of 
light  artillery,  the  Ninth  and  Tenth,  had  been  organized  and  sent 
forward  to  Washington. 

While  this  stupendous  task  of  enlisting  15,000  men  for  a  long 
period  of  service  was  being  prosecuted  with  great  energy — in  ad- 
dition to  the  demands  in  behalf  of  the  organizations  in  the  field, 
nearly  all  of  which  were  engaged  in  active  and  destructive  cam- 
paigning— a  second  and  even  more  startling  call  came  from  Wash- 
ington on  the  4th  of  August,  when  the  President  called  for  300,000 
additional  men  to  serve  for  nine  months  and  to  be  raised  by  draft. 
Of  this  number  Massachusetts  was  asked  to  furnish  19,090.  Yet 
so  great  was  the  energy  put  forth  by  the  state  and  local  officials 
that,  notwithstanding  numerous  perplexing  delays,  the  Massachu- 
setts quota  was  raised  by  voluntary  enlistment.  In  addition  to 
difficulties  in  the  matter  of  muster  and  transportation  for  the  nine- 
months'  troops  which  produced  many  delays  and  annoyances,  the 
governor  was  seriously  embarrassed  by  his  failure  to  obtain  credit 
on  the  quota  of  the  state  for  the  thousands  of  Massachusetts  seamen 
who  had  already  gone  into  the  United  States  Navy.  This  was  a 
difficulty  experienced  in  common  with  other  New  England  states  and 
one  which  added  heavily  to  the  burden  of  those  trying  days. 

The  nine-months'  regiments  were  organized  on  the  plan  of  the 
Massachusetts  Militia,  the  line  officers  being  elected  by  the  com- 
panies when  filled,  the  field  officers  being  in  turn  chosen  by  the 
ballots  of  the  company  officers.  The  five  militia  regiments  which 
had  responded  at  the  first  call  in  1861  were  at  that  time  about 
going  into  camp  for  the  annual  muster ;  their  ranks  were  recruited, 
new  companies  being  formed  in  some  instances,  and  they  were  sent 
forward  as  part  of  the  quota.  In  addition  12  new  regiments,  from 
the  Forty-second  to  the  Fifty-third  inclusive,  were  organized.  So 
earnestly  was  the  matter  of  recruiting  carried  forward  that  on  the 
23d  of  August  the  governor  issued  an  order  recommending  that 
throughout  the  Commonwealth,  and  especially  in  the  cities  and 
larger  towns,  business  should  be  suspended  during  the  afternoons 
of  the  coming  week,  and  that  the  time  and  influence  of  every  citizen 
be  given  to  encouraging  enlistments ;  by  the  example  of  his  own 
enrollment,  if  within  the  prescribed  limits  of  age  and  health,  and, 
if  not,  by  stimulating  the  patriotism  of  his  neighbors.  This  course 
was  generally  pursued  and  in  a  few  days  Governor  Andrew  tele- 
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graphed  to  the  secretary  of  war  that  nothing;  was  being  done 
afternoons  in  Massachusetts  except  recruiting. 

In  addition  to  the  17  regiments,  one  battery  of  light  artillery,  the 
Eleventh,  was  enlisted  for  nine  months ;  this  ended  the  work  of 
1862  as  far  as  the  sending  out  of  new  organizations  was  concerned. 
As  practically  all  the  work  of  sending  forward  the  27  regiments, 
7000  recruits  to  the  old  organizations  and  a  number  of  artillery  and 
infantry  companies  had  been  crowded  into  the  last  half  of  the  year, 
the  Commonwealth  might  well  congratulate  itself  upon  what  it  had 
accomplished.  Illustrative  of  other  demands  requiring  attention 
during  this  time,  it  may  be  stated  that  following  the  battle  of  Manas- 
sas, 41  first-class  surgeons  and  nine  car-loads  of  hospital  stores 
were  sent  from  the  state  within  24  hours  after  intelligence  was 
received  that  they  were  needed  at  the  front. 

Before  the  completion  of  the  various  regiments  and  companies 
above  designated,  the  attention  of  the  people  was  again  drawn  to 
political  matters.  The  Republican  state  convention  met  at  Worces- 
ter on  the  10th  of  September.  It  renominated  Governor  Andrew 
with  all  his  associates  on  the  state  ticket  of  the  previous  year  ex- 
cept the  lieutenant  governor.  Mr.  Nesmith  declining  to  be  again  a 
candidate,  Joel  Hayden  of  Williamsburg  was  nominated  for  the 
second  place  on  the  ticket.  After  some  discussion  a  committee  on 
resolutions  was  appointed  who  reported  five  distinct  declarations : 
That  Massachusetts  would  support  the  national  government  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war;  that  slavery  ought  to  be  exterminated; 
complimenting  the  Massachusetts  soldiers  and  expressing  sympathy 
for  those  who  had  fallen ;  pledging  support  to  the  President ;  com- 
plimenting Senators  Sumner  and  Wilson  and  favoring  the  re-election 
of  the  former  by  the  incoming  Legislature ;  also  strongly  indorsing 
the  state  administration.  These  were  adopted,  but  there  was  not 
entire  unanimity,  especially  regarding  the  reference  to  Senator 
Sumner.  Wrhat  to  do  with  the  institution  of  slavery  was  still  the 
unsolved  problem  and  one  concerning  which  good  and  loyal  men 
held  widely  diverse  views. 

The  Democratic  party  as  such  did  not  hold  a  convention,  but  the 
Democrats  generally  joined  with  the  conservative  and  dissatisfied 
Republicans  in  "  the  People's  Convention,'*  which  met  at  Faneuil 
Hall  on  the  7th  of  October.  This  gathering  nominated  Brigadier 
General  Charles  Devens,  Jr.,  for  governor,  Thomas  F.  Plunkett  of 
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Pittsfield  lieutenant  governor,  and  Henry  W.  Paine  of  Cambridge 
for  attorney  general.  For  the  rest  of  the  state  ticket  it  indorsed 
the  Republican  nominees.  It  also  nominated  candidates  for  Con- 
gress in  several  of  the  districts,  one  or  two  of  whom,  as  will  be 
seen  elsewhere,  were  elected.  The  resolutions  adopted  declared  for 
a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  and  especially  indorsed  General 
McClellan.  A  potent  factor  in  the  convention  seems  to  have  been 
an  apprehension  that  Governor  Andrew,  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
loyal  governors  at  Altoona,  Pa.,  had  advised  the  removal  of  General 
McClellan  from  his  command.  This  impression  was  subsequently 
removed,  it  having  arisen  entirely  from  a  misunderstanding.  Gen- 
eral Devens,  a  brave  and  talented  soldier  and  an  honorable  and 
high-minded  gentleman,  proved  a  strong  opposition  candidate ;  but 
the  election  showed  a  substantial  majority  for  Governor  Andrew, 
his  vote  being  75,835,  that  for  Devens  52,587,  with  1,733  scattering. 
The  Legislature  chosen  also  re-elected  Charles  Sumner  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  thus  practically  indorsing  his  strong  and 
fearless  stand  as  an  opponent  of  the  institution  of  slavery. 


Digitized  by  GooqIc 


CHAPTER  VI. 


The  Emancipation  Proclamation— Raising  Colobbd  Regiments  in  the 
State—  Organizing  the  Blacks  at  the  South  —  Generals . Andrews 
and  Wild  and  Colonel  Higginson  — General  Saxton  as  Military 
Governor— Educating  the  Freedmen. 


RESIDENT  LINCOLN  issued  his  proclamation  of  freedom 


to  the  slave  on  the  22d  of  September,  1862,  to  take  effect 


*  on  the  first  of  January  following.  On  the  2d  of  January, 
1863,  Governor  Andrew  in  an  order  announced  the  event,  directing 
that  on  the  following  day  a  salute  of  100  guns  be  fired  on  Boston 
common.  Previous  to  this,  authority  had  been  given  the  President 
in  express  terms  by  an  act  of  Congress  to  employ  persons  of  African 
descent  and  to  organize  and  use  them  in  such  manner  as  he  might 
deem  best  for  the  public  welfare  in  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion. 
Before  the  month  closed  an  order  was  issued  by  the  secretary  of 
war  which  read  as  follows : — 

That  Governor  Andrew  of  Massachusetts  is  authorized,  until  further 
orders,  to  raise  such  number  of  companies  of  volunteer  artillery  for 
duty  in  the  forts  of  Massachusetts  and  elsewhere,  and  such  corps  of 
infantry  for  the  volunteer  military  service  as  he  may  find  convenient; 
such  volunteers  to  be  enlisted  for  three  years  or  until  sooner  dis- 
charged, and  may  include  persons  of  African  descent,  organized  into 
separate  cqrps. 

In  respect  to  the  proposed  colored  organizations,  it  was  also 
stipulated  by  the  secretary  of  war  that  they  should  be  officered  by 
white  men,  and  the  governor  found  it  impossible  for  a  long  time  to 
secure  such  modification  of  this  requirement  as  to  permit  of  the 
commissioning  of  competent  colored  men  who  had  won  distinction 
as  enlisted  men  in  actual  service. 

Thus  far  in  the  war  the  colored  man  had  been  the  great  problem — 
the  innocent  cause  of  uncertainty  and  dissatisfaction.  The  destiny 
of  his  race  had  been  involved,  yet  he  had  only  been  able  to  assist  in 
strengthening  the  hands  of  those  who  sought  to  hold  his  kind  in 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  FIRST  BLACK  REGIMENT. 


53 


bondage ;  the  thousands  of  strong  and  earnest  blacks  at  the  North 
who  would  gladly  have  poured  out  their  life  blood  to  advance  the 
deliverance  of  their  people  had  thus  far  been  able  merely  to  wait 
and  hope  for  the  hour  when  their  services  would  be  accepted.  Thus 
far  not  an  organization  of  colored  volunteers  had  been  formed, 
though  an  effort  to  recruit  a  regiment  in  Rhode  Island  had  been 
made.    In  this  respect,  as  in  so  many  others,  it  remained  for  Mas- 
sachusetts, under  the  direction  of  its  vigorous  governor,  to  lead. 
The  latter  had  by  no  means  been  idle  during  this  time  in  respect  to 
the  interests  of  the  black  man ;  he  had  urged  and  agitated,  not  only 
in  behalf  of  residents  of  his  own  state,  but  as  well  with  regard  to 
the  condition  of  the  race  at  the  South.    He  had  urged  in  behalf  of 
the  latter  that  the  escaping  slaves  and  those  made  free  by  the  opera- 
tions of  war  should  remain  at  the  South,  where  they  were  already 
acclimated,  and  enter  the  military  service  of  the  United  States ; 
their  organization  in  this  way  would  supplement  and  support  the 
emancipation  proclamation,  while  they  were  not  only  better  adapted 
to  live  in  a  climate  to  which  they  were  accustomed  than  at  the 
North,  but  would  be  able  to  perform  many  duties  which  unacclimated 
soldiers  could  only  do  at  terrible  cost  of  life  and  health.    In  other 
matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  negro  at' the  South,  not  only 
the  governor  but  many  of  the  philanthropic  citizens  of  the  state 
were  deeply  interested,  as  we  shall  see  later  in  the  chapter. 

The  first  authority  to  recruit  for  a  colored  regiment  was  given  on 
the  7th  of  February,  1863,  by  the  governor,  and  on  the  14th  of  May 
the  regiment,  which  was  designated  the  Fifty-fourth,  was  filled  to 
the  requirement.  In  all  the  proceedings  connected  with  this  under- 
taking the  state  officers  proceeded  with  the  utmost  care.  Not  only 
was  the  governor  extremely  anxious  that  this  regiment  should  prove 
a  success  for  the  sake  of  demonstrating  the  desirability  of  the  in- 
novation which  he  had  so  earnestly  advocated,  but  he  had  also  to 
meet  a  world  of  prejudice  and  disparagement,  even  in  those  circles 
where  it  would  have  been  least  looked  for.  Many  good  and  patriotic 
people  had  a  great  reluctance  to  see  the  colored  man  in  any  way 
brought  actively  into  the  struggle  for  the  preservation  of  the  nation. 
They  felt  and  argued  that  in  doing  this  the  government  was  losing 
sight  of  the  prime  object — the  restoration  of  the  national  authority 
in  the  seceded  states — and  diverting  the  war  to  the  secondary  object 
of  an  anti-slavery  crusade.    And  this  feeling,  it  is  only  just  to  say, 
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while  stronger  and  more  general  within  the  democratic  party,  was 
not  by  any  means  confined  to  it ;  it  even  entered  the  ranks  of  the 
volunteer  soldiery  to  some  extent,  and  many  a  brave  and  worthy 
soldier  protested  earnestly  against  being  made  to  serve  as  an  agent 
in  an  abolition  crusade,  while  numerous  desertions  which  occurred 
about  this  time  may  be  truthfully  credited  to  this  cause; 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  comment  at  length  upon  this  feature  of 
the  times.  It  was  a  transition  era,  and  many  of  the  actors  in  the 
great  drama  little  realized  the  importance  of  the  scenes  in  which  they 
were  taking  part.  They  failed  to  comprehend  that,  the  .rebellion 
being  built  upon  the  corner-stone  of  slavery^  the  structure  would 
soonest  and  most  surely  fall  if  that  corner-stone  were  demolished. 
Xor  on  the  other  hand,  did  those  who  most  strenuously  maintained 
the  inferiority  of  the  negro  comprehend  that  in  making  him  an 
agent  for  the  deliverance  of  his  race,  not  only  would  the  arm  of 
the  national  government  be  strengthened,  but  as  well  an  important 
step  be  taken  in  the  uplifting  of  the  whole  colored  race.  These  facts 
such  clear-sighted  men  as  Governor  Andrew  then  saw,  as  the  whole 
world  admits  them  now,  and  it  was  that  these  prejudices  might  be 
dispelled  as  the  experiment  was  wrought  out,  that  the  governor  ex- 
ercised great  care  in  the  organization  of  the  regiment. 

The  first  and  most  important  matter  was  the  selection  of  proper 
officers,  for  if  the  ordinary  volunteer  regiment,  made  up  of  educated, 
self-reliant  men,  was  strong  or  mediocre  according  to  the  military 
genius  of  its  officers,  how  much  the  more  would  this  be  true  of  the 
blacks.  After  careful  deliberation,  therefore,  the  position  of  colonel 
of  the  Fifty-fourth  was  offered  to  Captain  Robert  G.  Shaw  of  the 
Second  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  an  exceptionally  able  officer,  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  college,  a  young  man  of  high  social  standing, 
representing  as  he  did  one  of  the  prominent  families  of  the  state, 
and  a  firm  believer  in  the  cause  of  the  colored  soldier.  Captain 
Norwood  P.  Hallowell  of  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts  Regiment 
was  selected  for  lieutentant  colonel  from  similar  considerations,  and 
the  line  officers  were  gleaned  from  a  long  list  of  available  candi- 
dntes.  The  membership  of  the  regiment  was  made  up  of  men  from 
all  parts  of  the  Union,  who  learning  that  Massachusetts  was  to  put 
a  regiment  in  the  field  hastened  to  enter  it ;  among  them  were  two 
sons  of  Frederick  Douglass,  the  colored  orator,  and  when  on  the 
28th  of  May  the  command  passed  through  Boston  to  embark  for 
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the  front,  receiving  a  notable  ovation  from  the  citizens  and  thou- 
sands of  visitors,  the  father  of  these  young  men  was  among  the 
spectators  who  bade  the  organization  Godspeed.  Deep  must  have 
been  the  emotions  of  this  famous  man,  who  had  so  long  and  so 
earnestly  pleaded  for  his  people,  as  he  beheld  his  sons  going  forth  . 
with  arms  in  their  hands  to  assist  in  striking  the  final  blows  in  the 
great  cause  of  emancipation. 

The  record  of  this  regiment  is  fully  given  in  its  proper  place — 
suffice  it  to  say  that  within  three  months  it  formed  the  front  line  in 
a  desperate  assault  on  Fort  Wagner  in.  Charleston  Harbor,  South 
Carolina,  and  settled  then  and  there  the  question  of  the  colored  man 
in  actual  contest.  No  troops  in  the  world  could  have  fought  more 
bravely  than  did  the  Massachusetts  Fifty-fourth  Regiment,  in  that 
hopeless  night  struggle.  Colonel  Shaw,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment, 
was  shot  through  the  heart  on  the  parapet  of  the  fort,  and  falling 
inside  the  inclosure  his  body  was  buried  by  the  Confederates  in  a 
common  trench  with  his  dead  followers.  Thus  died,  at  the  early 
age  of  25  years,  as  pure-minded  a  patriot  and  as  brave  a  warrior  as 
ever  drew  sword  in  the  cause  of  libertv. 

Before  the  completion  of  the  Fifty-fourth  it  was  evident  that  a 
single  organization  could  not  receive  all  who  were  anxious  to  enlist, 
and  a  second  regiment  was  decided  upon.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hal- 
lowell  was  therefore  detailed  to  attend  to  the  organization  of  the 
Fifty-fifth,  and  became  its  colonel.  In  less  than  a  month  after  the 
departure  of  the  Fifty-fourth  the  Fifty-fifth  followed,  leaving  Boston 
on  the  21st  of  June.  It  served  in  the  Department  of  the  South, 
with  its  companion  regiment,  and  much  of  the  time  in  the  same 
brigade.  Its  record  was  not  less  worthy  than  that  of  the  Fifty- 
fourth,  though  fortunately  it  was  not  called  to  so  severe  a  test  as  the 
assault  on  Wagner.  In  addition  to  these  two  regiments  of  infantry 
volunteers,  a  regiment  of  colored  cavalry  was  raised  during  the 
winter  and  spring  of  1803-4,  which  left  for  the  front  early  in  May, 
1*04. under  command  of  Colonel  Henry  S.  Russell,  being  designated 
the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  colored  regiments  from  Massachusetts 
did  faithfully  all  the  duties  coming  to  them  as  soldiers,  and  it  should 
be  added  that  for  more  than  a  year  these  duties  were  performed 
while  the  men  were  smarting  under  the  sense  of  a  most  painful  in- 
justice.   During  all  of  this  time  the  government  had  refused  to  pay 
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the  enlisted  men  of  these  regiments  or  their  chaplains — colored  pas- 
tors who  had  been  elected  and  appointed  by  Governor  Andrew — 
more  than  the  $10  a  month  paid  to  colored  laborers  in  the  employ  of 
the  government,  though  it  was  clear  to  any  intelligent  comprehen- 
sion that  they  had  been  enlisted  under  precisely  the  same  authority 
and  conditions  as  governed  the  enlistment  of  white  soldiers,  who 
were  then  being  paid  813  a  month  for  privates  and  corresponding 
amounts  for  the  non-commissioned  grades.  With  wonderful  de- 
votion the  members  of  the  two  regiments,  as  often  as  this  sum  was 
offered  them,  refused  to  accept  anything  less  than  the  soldiers'  pay 
to  which  they  believed  themselves  entitled — and  this  though  in 
many  cases  their  families  were  suffering  sadly  for  the  long  deferred 
money.  Even  when  at  the  special  session  of  1803  the  Legislature 
of  Massachusetts  appropriated  money  to  make  up  the  difference,  that 
the  soldiers  might  have  the  means  of  assisting  their  families,  and 
the  governor  sent  one  of  his  assistant  adjutant  generals  to  South 
Carolina  to  make  the  payments,  the  heroic  negroes  refused  to  re- 
ceive the  amount,  insisting  that  the  general  government,  for  whose 
preservation  they  were  fighting,  should  itself  render  them  justice. 

It  is  remarkable  that  during  this  time  no  serious  outbreak  occur- 
red on  the  part  of  the  wronged  men.  Great  tact  and  judgment  were 
shown  by  the  officers  in  repressing  all  tendency  to  violence  and  in 
urging  the  men  to  wait  patiently  until  their  rights  could  be  secured — 
in  which  they  were  ably  seconded  by  the  more  influential  of  the 
rank  and  file.  In  the  mean  time  the  governor  used  every  means  in 
his  power  to  bring  the  authorities  at  Washington  to  a  sense  of  their 
duty  ;  the  matter  was  eventually  referred  by  the  President  to  the 
attorney  general,  Mr.  Bates,  and  his  decision,  when  finally  re- 
ceived, was  in  favor  of  the  soldiers.  Still  it  was  not  until  the  28th 
of  September,  1864, — more  than  16  months  after  their  muster  in — 
that  the  Fifty-fourth  were  paid,  the  Fifty-fifty  receiving  their  due  a 
few  days  later.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  enlisted  men  of  the 
latter  regiment  sent  home  by  Adams  Express  company,  at  this  pay- 
ment, more  than  860,000  to  their  families  and  friends,  while  the 
sum  sent  North  by  the  Fifty-fourth  exceeded  8100,000. 

While  this  tardy  justice  was  being  secured  for  the  black  man,  a 
like  process  was  being  wrought  out  in  regard  to  his  right  to  be  made 
a  commissioned  officer,  and  again  we  find  Governor  Andrew  a  prime 
mover  in  the  matter.    Among  those  who  had  enlisted  in  the  ranks 


Digitized  by  Google 


ENLISTMENT  OF  T1IE  EX-SLAVES.  o7 

# 

of  the  two  colored  regiments  from  Massachusetts  were  men  of  in- 
telligence and  bravery,  some  of  whom  the  governor  was  especially 
desirous  of  commissioning,  but  for  a  long  time  the  secretary  of  war 
withheld  the  necessary  permission.  It  was  finally  granted,  how- 
ever, and  on  the  11th  of  March,  1864,  Sergeant  Stephen  A.  Swailes 
of  the  Fifty-fourth  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant,  being  sub- 
sequently advanced  to  first  lieutenant,  and  thus  establishing  another 
step  in  the  upward  march  of  his  race.  There  seems  to  be  some 
question  whether  a  few  commissions  had  been  previously  issued  to 
colored  men  in  some  of  the  regiments  of  United  States  colored 
troops ;  but  it  is  certain  that  Sergeant  Swailes  was  the  first  of  his 
color  to  receive  a  commission  in  the  volunteer  service  of  the  loyal 
states. 

In  addition  to  the  work  done  at  home  in  raising  the  three  regi- 
ments of  colored  men  sent  from  the  state,  Massachusetts  officers 
had  great  influence  in  the  matter  of  enlisting  and  organizing  the 
ex-slaves  and  others  of  the  same  color  in  the  states  partially  oc- 
cupied by  the  Union  armies.  The  first  work  of  this  kind  done  was 
by  General  Butler  at  New  Orleans,  where  a  regiment  was  organized 
soon  after  his  occupation  of  the  city ;  but  this  was  composed  of  free 
men  and  almost  entirely  of  mulattoes,  most  of  whom  were  almost 
white.  But  little  was  done  in  that  department  toward  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  negroes  as  a  class  until  after  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson, 
when  General  Banks  turned  his  attention  in  that  direction,  and  the 
matter  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  General  George  L.  Andrews,  by 
whom  it  was  very  efficiently  conducted,  remaining  in  his  charge  until 
after  the  close  of  the  war.  All  of  these .  men—  Butler,  Banks  and 
Andrews — were  representatives  of  the  Old  Bay  State. 

The  next  attempt  to  form  a  colored  regiment  in  the  South,  and 
the  most  important  step  taken  in  the  direction  of  arming  the  freed- 
men,  was  in  South  Carolina,  under  the  direction  of  General  Saxton, 
where  the  First  South  Carolina  Regiment — afterward  known  as  the 
Thirty-third  United  States  Colored  Troops — was  mustered  in  on  the 
7th  of  November,  1862,  and  the  few  days  succeeding.  This  was 
the  first  regiment  formed  of  ex-slaves  and  brought  to  a  state  of 
efficiency,  though  an  unsuccessful  attempt  had  been  made  earlier 
under  General  Hunter,  and  the  First  South  Carolina  doubtless 
owed  much  of  its  efficiency  to  the  zeal,  ability  and  devotion  of  its 
commander,  Colonel  T.  W.  Higginson  of  Massachusetts,  who  in  his 
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book,  "  Life  with  a  Black  Regiment,"  gives  a  very  interesting  pict- 
ure of  his  experiences  and  the  characteristics  of  those  with  whom 
he  had  to  deal.  In  this  department — that  of  the  South — as  that  of 
the  Gulf,  the  principal  steps,  and  almost  the  only  ones  that  gave 
valuable  results,  were  taken  by  Massachusetts  men  or  in  pursuance 
of  their  ideas. 

The  same  was  true  cf  North  Carolina,  where  in  the  spring  of 
1863  Brigadier  General  Edward  A.  Wild,  who  as  colonel  of  the 
Thirty-fifth  Massachusetts  Regiment  had  lost  an  arm  at  South 
Mountain,  began  the  organization  of  "  Wild's  Brigade,"  with  which 
for  more  than  two  years  his  name  and  fame  were  identified.  Like 
those  in  other  fields  who  led  in  this  work,  General  Wild  was  a 
thorough  soldier  and  enthusiastically  devoted  to  the  cause  of  the 
blacks  ;  it  needs  scarcely  be  said,  therefore,  that  he  was  eminently 
successful  in  the  organization  of  his  Corps  P'Afrique.  Nor  should 
we  fail  to  note  the  valuable  services  of  General  Edward  W.  Hincks, 
commanding  a  division  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  in  the  earlier  opera- 
tions against  Petersburg,  where  the  organization  won  for  itself  and 
its  commander  deserved  recognition.  Thus  in  these  three  import- 
ant southern  fields  the  work  of  transforming  the  freedmen  into 
efficient  soldiers  was  practically  entirely  in  the  hands  or  under  the 
direction  of  officers  from  Massachusetts. 

The  problems  presented  in  relation  to  the  black  man  as  the  war 
progressed  were  varied,  and  in  the  solution  of  them  no  state  fur- 
nished more  noted  and  worthy  agents  than  did  Massachusetts.  The 
services  of  General  Rufus  Saxton  may  well  be  referred  to  in  this 
connection,  not  only  on  account  of  their  importance,  but  because 
General  Saxton,  though  serving  in  the  United  States  Army,  was  a 
loyal  and  devoted  son  of  Massachusetts.  He  was  assigned  to  duty 
as  Military  Governor  of  the  Department  of  the  South  on  the  20th 
of  April,  18G2,  entering  upon  his  duties  on  the  1st  of  July  follow- 
ing and  serving  until  early  in  the  year  1866.  General  Saxton  was 
directed  "  to  take  possession  of  all  the  plantations  heretofore  oc- 
cupied by  rebels,  and  take  charge  of  the  inhabitants  remaining 
thereon  within  the  department,"  or  whom  the  fortunes  of  war  might 
bring  into  it ;  and  he  was  given  authority  to  take  such  measures, 
and  make  such  rules  and  regulations  for  the  cultivation  of  the  land 
and  employment  and  government  of  the  inhabitants  as  circumstances 
might  seem  to  require.    In  these  respects  he  was  to  be  responsible 
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only  to  the  secretary  of  war,  and  various  military  powers  were  con- 
ferred in  the  exercise  of  which  he  was  to  be  subordinate  only  to  the 
major  general  commanding  the  department.  His  jurisdiction  ex- 
tended over  the  states  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Florida. 
Under  his  supervision  schools  for  the  freedmcn  were  established, 
superintendents  over  plantations  were  appointed  and  the  people 
were  put  at  work — at  first  in  gathering  the  cotton  then  ripe  in  the 
fields,  and  afterward  at  raising  cotton  and  other  crops.  The  people 
with  whom  he  had  to  do  were  the  slaves  and  other  colored  persons 
who  had  been  left  on  the  plantations  when  abandoned  by  their  white 
owners,  as  well  as  those  escaping  from  bondage  and  seeking  refuge 
under  the  protection  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

This  was  the  first  experiment  in  its  line,  and  it  was  entirely  suc- 
cessful under  the  wise  direction  of  General  Saxton.  The  freedmen 
were  at  once  made  self-supporting.  Millions  of  dollars'  worth  of 
cotton  and  other  valuable  products  of  their  toil  accrued  to  the 
United  States  treasury.  Thousands  of  the  ablest  men  were  also 
employed  in  the  army  and  navy,  General  Saxton  having  been  author- 
ized about  the  last  of  August,  1862,  to  organize  not  to  exceed  50,- 
000  "  volunteer  laborers,"  and  not  more  than  5,000  troops  for  mili- 
tary service,  the  latter  to  be  properly  organized  and  instructed  by 
competent  white  othecrs.  Several  regiments  were  formed  under 
this  order,  one  of  which  was  the  First  South  Carolina,  Colonel  T. 
W.  Higginson  commanding,  as  before  noted.  This  order  antedated 
the  emancipation  proclamation,  but  an  act  of  Congress  had  already 
been  passed  providing  that  all  men  and  boys  received  into  the 
United  States  service,  who  had  been  the  slaves  of  rebel  masters, 
were  with  their  wives,  mothers  and  children  to  be  declared  free  and 
so  treated  by  all  military  commanders. 

On  the  16th  of  January,  1865,  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  then 
commanding  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  which  em- 
braced the  Department  of  the  South,  issued  "  Special  Field  Orders, 
No.  15."  dated  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  which  made  explicit  provisions  for 
the  settlement  of  the  freedmen  and  their  families.  The  islands 
from  Charleston  south,  the  abandoned  rice  fields  along  the  rivers 
for  30  miles  back  from  the  sea,  and  the  country  bordering  the  St. 
John's  river,  Florida,  were  reserved  and  set  apart  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  negroes  made  free  by  the  acts  of  war  and  the  pmela- 
matinn  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.    After  various  other 
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specifications,  the  order  detailed  General  Saxton  as  inspector  of 
settlements  and  plantations,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  de- 
cree, furnish  titles  to  the  lands  occupied,  and  to  enlist  and  organ- 
ize such  negro  recruits  as  were  willing  to  enter  the  national  service, 
the  families  of  all  such  to  be  entitled  to  homesteads.  Doubting 
whether  the  government,  after  the  close  of  the  war,  would  confirm 
and  maintain  in  their  possessions  the  freedmen  who  might  thus 
acquire  lands,  General  Saxton  requested  the  war  department  to  re- 
lieve him  from  the  responsibility  of  its  enforcement,  but  this  the 
secretary  of  war  declined  to  do.  General  Saxton  therefore  settled 
40,000  freedmen  on  lands  as  provided  ;  but  soon  after  the  close  of 
the  war  they  were  dispossessed  and  the  plantations  returned  to  their 
former  owners — General  Saxton,  who  declined  to  thus  cruelly  break 
faith  with  the  poor  people,  having  been  removed  from  his  command. 

There  was  one  other  department  of  the  great  common  field  in  which 
men  and  women  of  Massachusetts  won  distinction,  though  it  would 
be  difficult  to  separate  their  work  from  that  of  others — the  work  of 
educating  the  freed  or  escaping  slaves,  at  that  time  known  as  "  con- 
trabands." The  condition  of  ignorance  in  which  the  black  people  had 
been  kept  in  the  South  was  one  of  the  arguments  against  slavery,  and 
no  sooner  did  the  progress  of  the  war  bring  the  possibility  than  scores 
of  devoted  teachers  sped  to  all  points  where  their  services  could  be 
employed  and  began  the  work  of  education.  It  were  difficult  to 
imagine  a  more  thankless,  trying  task  than  was  taken  up  by  these 
devotees  of  a  noble  purpose.  The  imagination  will  readily  conceive 
that  only  the  most  exalted  heroism  could  sustain  these  teachers — 
largely  women — through  the  manifold  trials  which  beset  their 
work — the  surroundings,  the  strange  character  of  the  masses  with 
whom  they  had  to  deal,  the  prejudice,  the  sneers  and  taunts,  even 
the  deprecations  of  well-meaning  friends  who  had  not  their  heroic 
faith.  But  all  of  these  annovances  and  drawbacks  were  bravely 
met  as  the  inevitable  concomitants  of  a  necessary  and  holy  work  ;  if 
there  were  discouragements,  they  were  bridged  by  hope  and  trust ; 
many  of  these  people  had  waited  long  years  for  the  work  which  was 
then  opening  to  their  hands,  and  they  had  no  thought  of  turning 
from  the  ripening  harvest.  Not  only  children  but  adults — even  the 
black  soldiers  in  many  cases — became  scholars  ;  if  the  health  of 
one  teacher  failed  under  the  trial,  another  was  ready  to  take  the 
vacant  desk — and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  as  these  pages  pass 
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through  the  press  several  of  those  who  a  quarter  of  a  century  since 
took  up  the  work  in  this  particular  direction  are  still  engaged  in  the 
same  line  of  duty,  educating  the  colored  people  to  a  proper  condi- 
tion to  enjoy  and  appreciate  the  broader  life  which  the  result  of  the 
war  brought  to  them.    All  honor  to  the  heroic  band  ! 

While  these  schools  v  ere  opened  at  all  promising  points — and 
there  were  many  such,  as  will  be  readily  imagined — one  of  the  most 
interesting  occasions  was  the  opening  of  the  schools  at  Richmond, 
Va.  The  secretary  of  the  teachers'  committee,  Hannah  E.  Steven- 
son, was  at  Norfolk  when  Richmond  was  occupied  by  the  Union 
anuv.  With  three  Massachusetts  teachers.  Misses  Bessv  Canedv, 
Lucy  Chase  and  Martha  H.  Chase,  she  hastened  at  once  to  the  fallen 
city,  called  the  colored  people  together  in  the  largest  church  and 
began  the  organization  of  schools.  Great  success  attended  the 
work  there,  and  the  Normal  School  under  Miss  Canedy\s  care 
proved  an  admirable  institution. 

Of  the  Massachusetts  people  who  rendered  notable  service  in  the 
various  departments,  the  following  may  be  named,  though  not  to 
the  disparagement  of  others  who  served  faithfully  and  well.  At 
the  various  South  Carolina  stations,  Edward  L.  Pierce  of  Milton, 
who  organized  the  educational  work  in  the  Department  of  the 
South.  Mrs.  Ednah  D.  Cheney  of  Jamaica  Plain,  who  was  a  power 
in  the  work  throughout,  Laura  Towne,  Ellen  Murray,  Elizabeth  H. 
Botttime,  Harriet  Buttrick,  Sarah  E.  Foster,  Selma  Wesselhoef, 
Jane  Hosmer.  Louise  Fisher,  Fanny  S.  Langford,  Jane  B.  Smith, 
and  Arthur  Sumner;  in  Georgia,  Sarah  E.  Chase,  Caroline  Alfred 
and  Mary  A.  Fowler;  at  Jacksonville,  Fl  a..  Mrs.  Esther  II.  Hawkes; 
at  Richmond,  Bessy  Canedy,  Harriet  L.  Carter,  Lucy  Chase,  Angelina 
Ball,  Martha  H.  Chase,  Anna  F.  Clarke,  Abbv  Francis  and  Annie 
M.  Bullard  :  at  Charlottesville,  Ya.,  Anna  Gardner  and  Philena 
Caskin;  at  Washington,  Mary  E.  Pierce  :  at  Newbern,  N.  C,  Anne 
P.  Merriam.  Many  of  these  taught  in  various  fields,  and  their 
work  was  not,  like  that  of  the  soldier,  ended  with  the  war  ;  it  had 
then  only  begun,  and  for  ten  years  afterward  it  was  carried  on  by 
the  same  organizations. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Defense  of  the  Massachusetts  Coast— The  Cavalry  Regiments — Tn e 
Draft  of  1803  and  the  Riot— The  Light  Battekies— Naval  Credits- 
Tub  "Veteran  "  Regiments— The  State  Election  of  1863— Additional 
Calls  for  Troops— Special  Session  of  the  Legislature. 

THE  matter  of  the  defense  of  the  Massachusetts  coast  should 
be  explained  somewhat  more  fully  than  has  been  done  in 
the  casual  references  to  it  heretofore,  since  it  was,  during 
almost  the  entire  period  of  the  war,  a  subject  of  the  most  import- 
ant concern  to  the  state  officials.    The  defenseless  character  of  the 

i 

Massachusetts  harbors,  in  common  with  many  other  portions  of  the 
coast,  was  understood  by  the  Federal  authorities  at  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities,  and  there  was  a  full  appreciation  of  the  standing  invita- 
tion thus  given  to  foreign  interference  by  naval  means  or  to  a 
sudden  dash  by  some  daring  Confederate  cruiser,  which  might  work 
incalculable  damage  in  many  quarters  and  escape  unharmed.  In 
recognition  of  these  facts,  the  department  of  state  on  the  14th  of 
October,  1861,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  governors  of  the  states 
having  coast  or  lake  exposure  urging  that  the  ports  and  harbors  be 
put  in  a  state  of  complete  defense,  the  expense  of  doing  which 
would  be  reimbursed  by  the  general  government  in  case  the  work 
was  done  in  accordance  with  the  ideas  of  the  United  States  author- 
ities. Governor  Andrew  at  once  went  to  Washington,  conferring 
with  high  engineering  authority,  and  on  the  assembling  of  the 
Legislature  brought  the  matter  to  its  attention.  Five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  was  voted  for  the  purchase  of  heavy  cannon  suitable 
for  the  defense  of  the  harbors ;  but  this  sum,  liberal  as  it  seemed, 
was  found  after  consultation  with  capable  ordnance  officers  to 
amount  to  no  more  than  a  third  of  what  would  be  required  for  an 
adequate  armament.  There  were  other  difficulties  to  be  met.  The 
general  government,  on  account  of  its  pressing  needs  in  every 
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direction,  was  employing  to  the  fullest  capacity  all  foundries  in  the 
country  capable  of  casting  heavy  cannon,  and  the  procuring  of  such 
from  abroad  was  attended  with  great  perplexity.  There  was  also 
difficulty  in  settling  upon  a  system  which  would  meet  the  sanction 
of  the  authorities  at  Washington  so  as  to  insure  the  repayment  of 
the  expense  incurred.  Practically  little  was  done  during  1862,  and 
the  matter  came  before  the  Legislature  of  the  following  winter  for 
further  consideration. 

The  appearance  of  the  Confederate  iron-clad  Mcrrimac  in  the 
spring  of  1862,  her  encounter  with  the  wooden  vessels  of  the  United 
States  Navy  and  later  with  the  Monitor,  not  only  produced  a  tem- 
porary "  scare  "  along  the  entire  coast,  but  showed  the  necessity  for 
a  revolution  in  the  methods  of  harbor  defense  and  naval  warfare. 
The  Legislature  had  authorized  the  governor  to  have  one  or  more 
iron-clads  built  for  the  protection  of  Boston  Harbor,  but  before  con- 
tracts could  be  made  the  general  government  claimed  the  field,  with 
the  assertion  that  it  was  ready  to  employ  the  utmost  capacities  of 
the  country  in  the  production  of  such  vessels  for  its  own  use.  The 
state  authorities,  however,  were  advised  to  provide  for  exigencies 
by  a  system  of  harbor  obstruction,  so  that  any  dangerous  visitant 
might  be  held  at  bay.  Thus  nothing  practical  had  as  yet  been  done, 
and  when  the  Legislature  met  at  the  close  of  1862  it  was  ready  to 
indorse  any  scheme  which  promised  a  reasonable  solution  of  the 
vexing  problem.  On  the  30th  of  March,  1863,  an  act  was  passed 
appropriating  a  million  dollars,  to  be  expended  at  the  discretion  of 
the  governor  and  council,  and  in  addition  authorizing  the  inhabi- 
tants of  any  town  on  the  coast  to  appropriate  sums  on  their  own 
account  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  state  authorities.  Congress 
likewise  about  the  same  time  made  appropriations  for  assisting  in 
the  work,  and  the  summer  of  1863  began  to  see  progress  made 
toward  practical  results.  Besides  the  work  on  the  forts  in  the  har- 
bor at  Boston,  earthworks  were  designed  and  put  in  process  of  con- 
struction for  the  defense  of  Xcwburyport,  Gloucester,  Salem,  Marble- 
head,  Plymouth  and  Provincetown,  as  well  as  a  masonry  fort  at  the 
latter  place.  John  M.  Forbes  was  also  authorized  to  make  arrange- 
ments in  England  for  the  purchase  of  heavy  guns  for  the  manning 
of  the  works.  This  he  did,  to  the  extent  of  contracting  for  some 
20  or  more  Blakely  rifled  cannon,  nine-inch  and  eleven-inch  guns ; 
but  the  difficulties  of  manufacture  were  so  great  that  the  contracts 
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were  never  filled,  though  some  parts  of  guns  were  sent  to  Massa- 
chusetts and  finished  at  the  Putnam  Machine  Works  at  Fitchburg. 

In  the  mean  time  the  English  shipwright  Laird,  at  his  yards  on 
the  Mersey,  was  constructing  iron-clads  for  the  Confederates ;  they 
were  nearly  ready  for  sea,  and  their  destination  was  no  secret, 
though  it  was  still  hoped  that  the  English  government  would  inter- 
fere to  prevent  their  sailing.  So  threatening  was  the  outlook  at 
this  time,  and  so  pressing  the  need  for  the  heavy  guns,  that  in 
September,  1863,  Governor  Andrew  dispatched  Colonel  Ritchie  of 
his  staff  to  England  to  co-operate  with  Mr.  Forbes  in  the  effort  to 
place  contracts,  and  also  to  oversee  their  fulfillment,  in  which  he 
was  assisted  by  J.  C.  Hoadley,  an  engineer  of  reputation,  who  went 
to  England  soon  after.  Only  seven  of  the  Blakely  guns  had  been 
delivered  when  the  prospect  of  an  early  close  of  the  war  led  the 
state  to  cancel  the  contract — which  the  contractor  was  but  too  glad 
to  have  done.  Previous  to  that  time  Colonel  Ritchie  had  found  op- 
portunity to  purchase  a  considerable  number  of  smooth-bore  68- 
pomulers,  which  had  with  great  difficulty  been  shipped  to  Massa- 
chusetts. They  were  never  mounted,  however,  the  efforts  of  the 
genera!  government  with  what  the  state  had  been  able  to  assist,  added 
to  the  arrangements  which  had  been  made  for  obstructing  the  en- 
trance in  case  of  necessity,  having  put  the  forts  in  Boston  Harbor 
in  passable  condition.  But  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  all  through 
the  war,  in  addition  to  the  exertions  which  the  Commonwealth  was 
making  to  raise  and  send  forward  men  to  serve  with  the  armies  in 
the  field  and  to  man  the  United  States  Navy,  there  was  the  con- 
>iant  apprehension  inseparable  from  a  knowledge  of  the  defenseless 
condition  of  the  entire  coast  against  anything  like  a  vigorous  attack, 
e-tthcr  by  Confederate  cruisers  or  a  foreign  power  in  case  the  outside 
complications  should  at  any  time  reach  the  stage  of  actual  warfare. 

HetVrcnce  has  already  been  made  to  the  formation  of  the  various 
mt'antry  regiments  up  to  the  Fifty-fifth — which  at  the  close  of  the 
wiw  l  si»3  had  been  the  last  sent  out.  During  the  war  the  state  put 
into  the  field  five  regiments  of  cavalry.  Of  these,  the  First,  com- 
Mti-uidrd  by  Colonel  Robert  Williams,  a  Virginian  and  a  United 
snii's  Army  officer,  was  recruited  in  the  autumn  and  early  winter 
i»j  I  Sill,  its  three  battalions  going  to  the  front  on  the  25th,  £7th 
uul  "JIMh  of  December  respectively.  The  Second  Regiment  was 
u--t  raised  till  something  more  than  a  year  later,  one  battalion. 
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largely  composed  of  natives  of  Massachusetts,  being  sent  on  from 
California,  while  the  others  were  organized  at  Readville.  The 
Second  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Charles  Russell  Lowell,  Jr.,  one 
of  the  most  brilliant  officers  sent  from  the  state,  who  gave  his  life 
in  the  cause.  Five  companies  under  Major  Caspar  Crowninshield 
went  to  the  front  February  12, 1863,  the  remainder  following  on 
the  11th  of  May.  About  a  month  later  the  Forty -first  Regiment, 
then  serving  in  Louisiana,  was  reorganized  as  the  Third  Massachu- 
setts Cavalry,  the  three  detached  companies  on  duty  in  that  state 
being  included  in  the  new  organization.  The  Fourth  Cavalry  was 
composed  of  a  battalion  which  had  been  detached  from  the  First 
Massachusetts  with  eight  new  companies,  the  regiment  being  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Arnold  A.  Rand.  It  went  into  service  during 
March  and  April,  1864.  At  about  the  same  time  a  new  battalion 
of  four  companies  was  raised  and  assigned  to  the  First  Regiment 
in  place  of  the  one  detached,  and  a  regiment  of  colored  cavalry  was 
recruited,  known  as  the  Fifth  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Henry  S. 
Russell,  and  going  to  the  front  by  battalions  on  the  5th,  6th  and 
7th  of  May,  1864.  With  the  exception  of  the  battalion  of  Frontier 
Cavalry,  and  some  additional  companies,  raised  later,  these  were 
all  the  mounted  troops  sent  from  the  state. 

It  becomes  necessary  now  to  refer  to  the  only  draft  of  importance 
which  took  place  in  the  state  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 
This  occurred  during  the  months  of  June  and  July,  1863,  and  was 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  at  the  session  of  the 
previous  winter.  Major  Clarke  of  the  United  States  Army  was 
made  provost  marshal  general  for  the  state,  with  headquarters  at 
Boston,  assistants  being  appointed  for  the  several  congressional  dis- 
tricts. All  persons  between  20  and  45  years  of  age  supposedly 
capable  of  performing  military  duty  were  enrolled,  the  total  number 
being  164,178.  Of  this  number  32,079  were  drafted,  but  the  actual 
return  of  serviceable  men  was  not  encouraging.  Only  743  went 
into  service,  though  2,325  procured  substitutes,  making  a  gain  of 
3,068  enrolled  and  sent  into  camp  at  Long  Island.  Of  these  2,720 
were  assigned  to  Massachusetts  regiments  then  in  the  field,  244  were 
detailed  as  provost  guard  for  the  camp  and  124  deserted.  In  ad- 
dition 3,623  of  those  drafted  paid  commutation  amounting  to  81,- 
085,800,  while  the  remainder  were  exempted  for  physical  defects  or 
other  cause. 
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This  draft  was  the  cause  of  rioting  and  disorder  in  the  streets  of 
Boston,  and  of  angry  demonstrations  in  other  places,  but  the  prompt 
measures  taken  by  the  governor,  the  mayor  of  Boston  and  the 
authorities  in  other  cities  prevented  anything  like  the  horrible 
scenes  at  New  York.  Finding  that  there  was  danger  of  an  out- 
break, Governor  Andrew  on  the  14th  of  July  ordered  the  Eleventh 
Battery,  which  had  recently  returned  from  a  nine-months'  term  at 
the  front,  to  assemble  at  the  armory  on  Cooper  Street,  and  as  indi- 
cations of  coming  trouble  thickened  all  other  troops  in  the  vicinity 
of  Boston  that  were  available  were  ordered  to  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  for  duty  if  needed. '  Most  of  these,  including  the  Forty- 
fourth  and  Forty-fifth  Regiments,  reported  promptly  and  remained 
at  the  positions  assigned  them  till  all  probability  of  further  trouble 
had  passed. 

Owing  to  the  wise  precautions  taken  and  the  faithful  efforts  of 
the  Boston  police,  there  was  but  one  serious  outbreak.  That  oc- 
curred in  front  of  the  armory  of  the  Eleventh  Battery  of  Light 
Artillery  on  Cooper  Street,  where  were  deposited  the  only  pieces  of 
light  ordnance  in  the  city  of  which  the  rioters  could  hope  to  get  pos- 
session. The  armory  was  occupied  by  a  body  of  heavy  artillerists  in 
addition  to  the  members  of  the  battery,  the  whole  under  command 
of  Major  Stephen  Cabot.  During  the  evening  of  the  14th  an  at- 
tempt was  made  by  the  mob  to  force  an  entrance  to  the  building, 
when  at  the  orders  of  the  commandant  one  volley  was  fired  by  the 
defenders.  How  severely  the  insurgents  suffered  will  never  be 
known,  but  it  is  certain  that  several  were  killed  and  a  considerable 
number  wounded.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  this  single  volley 
was  all  that  Massachusetts  soldiers  were  called  on  to  fire  in  sup- 
pression of  the  riot.  There  were  other  disturbances  which  the 
police  quelled,  leaders  of  the  insurrection  were  arrested  from  time 
to  time,  and  the  military  remained  under  arms  at  Boston  and  in 
other  cities  for  some  days,  but  there  was  no  further  call  for  ball 
cartridges.  The  troops  on  duty  were  under  command  of  Brigadier 
General  Peirce  of  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Massachu- 
setts Volunteer  Militia,  and  not  only  General  Peirce  but  all  the 
officers  and  men  serving  under  him  received  the  emphatic  thanks 
of  the  governor  in  a  General  Order  issued  on  the  3d  of  August  fol- 
lowing, when  tranquillity  had  once  more  been  assured. 

Before  dismissing  the  matter  of  the  draft,  it  should  be  noted  that 
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while  the  echoes  of  the  incipient  riot  were  dying  away,  on  the  18th 
of  July,  Governor  Andrew  telegraphed  to  the  secretary  of  war  for 
permission  to  enlist  the  conscripted  men  of  Massachusetts,  in  order 
that  they  might  receive  the  state  bounty,  and  also  from  a  feeling 
that  the  men  would  go  forth  with  better  heart  if  thev  could  stand 
beside  their  comrades  in  the  field  as  volunteers ;  but  the  permission 
was  not  given,  though  the  request  was  repeated  a  few  days  later. 

Another  matter  which  caused  much  discussion  between  the  state 
and  general  governments  was  in  relation  to  the  organization  of  the 
Massachusetts  light  batteries.  From  the  31st  of  July,  18G1,  to  the 
11th  of  March,  1864,  15  light  batteries  were  mustered  in  for  three 
years'  service,  in  addition  to  one  for  three  months,  one  for  six 
months  and  one  for  nine  months.  Yet  all  of  these  were  sent  for- 
ward and  served  out  their  terms  as  single  companies,  a  regimental 
organization  being  denied  them,  though  it  was  accorded  to  other 
states  sending  a  much  less  number  of  light  artillery  companies. 
In  consequence,  the  captain  of  a  Massachusetts  battery,  no  matter 
how  capable — and  some  especially  fine  artillerists  were  sent  from 
the  state — could  hope  for  no  advancement  in  rank,  unless  he  should 
obtain  it  in  the  way  of  brevet.  This  piece  of  injustice  continued 
during  the  war,  and  not  even  the  eloquence  and  the  persistency  of 
an  Andrew  prevailed  to  right  it. 

Earlier  in  the  year  1863  the  governor  had  interceded  with  both  the 
secretary  of  war  and  the  President,  urging  the  desirability  of  an 
expedition  into  Texas  which  should  take  many  of  the  Massachu- 
setts troops  from  Louisiana  to  a  more  healthful  and  as  he  felt  a 
more  promising  field  of  operations.  In  addition  to  the  Twenty- 
sixth,  Thirtieth,  Thirty-first  and  Forty-first  Regiments,  with  various 
companies  of  light  artillery  and  cavalry,  in  the  three-years'  service, 
eight  of  the  Massachusetts  nine-months'  regiments  had  been  sent 
to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  and  all  were  suffering  from  the 
climate  and  the  malarial  influences,  scarcely  one  man  in  ten  in 
some  of  the  commands  being  free  from  illness,  and  the  death  list 
being  very  large.  But  the  purpose  of  opening  the  Mississippi  had 
been  entered  upon,  and  the  terra  of  service  of  the  nine-months' 
troops  ended  about  the  time  of  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  fact  that  during  the 
earlier  years  of  the  war  no  credit  was  given  the  state  for  enlist- 
ments in  the  navy.    At  the  beginning  of  the  year  18G3  the  number 
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of  Massachusetts  men  in  the  navy  had  reached  13,618,  and  while 
the  Commonwealth  was  straining  every  nerve  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  successive  calls  from  Washington,  this  large  number 
of  her  sons  was  wholly  disregarded  in  making  up  the  credits  to  be 
allowed.  Justice  came  at  length,  however ;  for  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1864,  Congress  passed  an  act  allowing  credit  for  naval  enlistments 
up  to  the  24th  of  February  of  that  year.  The  number  credited 
to  Massachusetts  under  this  act  was  22,360,  and  during  the  re- 
mainder of  that  year  3,808  others  were  added  to  the  long  list, 
making  the  total  representation  of  the  state  in  the  United  States 
Navy  26,168. 

Early  in  the  winter  of  1863-4  an  order  was  issued  by  the  War 
Department  for  the  encouragement  of  re-enlistment  by  the  soldiers 
already  in  the  field  whose  terms  of  service  were  soon  to  expire. 
This  provided  that  those  having  less  than  a  year  to  serve  of  the* 
original  term  might  re-enlist  for  another  term  of  three  years  and 
in  addition  to  large  state  and  government  bounties  should  receive  a 
furlough  of  30  days.  These  provisions  covered  the  organizations 
mustered  during  1861,  and  upward  of  6,200  Massachusetts  veterans 
accepted  the  terms  and  were  credited  to  the  state  quota.  Several 
of  the  regiments  returned  for  the  furlough  as  organizations,  ac- 
companied by  their  officers,  and  were  received  with  every  demon- 
stration of  appreciation.  Of  course  it  need  not  be  said  that  the 
soldiers  thus  secured,  though  not  at  the  moment  increasing  the 
number  in  actual  service,  were  of  the  most  valuable  sort,  being 
inured  to  war,  patriotic  and  acclimated.  Their  value  was  especially 
appreciated  during  the  later  days  of  the  struggle,  when  the  char- 
acter of  many  of  the  recruits  sent  to  the  army  had  sadly  deteriorated— 
a  deterioration  which  Massachusetts  did  not  wholly  escape. 

During  the  fall  and  winter  of  1863-4  Governor  Andrew  decided 
to  raise  four  regiments  of  "  veterans,"  to  be  composed  of  men  who 
had  seen  service,  and  this  plan  was  carried  out.  They  were  num- 
bered from  the  Fifty-sixth  to  the  Fifty-ninth  inclusive.  The  Fifty- 
seventh  was  recruited  by  Colonel  W.  F.  Bartlett  at  Worcester,  but  the 
other  three  were  organized  at  the  general  rendezvous  at  Readville. 
The  governor  desired  to  offer  theRe  troops  to  General  Burnside,  who 
was  then  reorganizing  the  Ninth  Corps,  its  destination  being  kept 
secret.  His  suggestion  to  this  effect  was  not  formally  acted  upon, 
but  when,  just  before  the  opening  of  the  spring  campaign  of  1864, 
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the  regiments  were  sent  forward,  they  were  attached  to  Burnside's 
Corps,  and  in  the  severe  fighting  of  1864  were  almost  annihilated. 

During  1863  the  efforts  of  the  state  officials  had  been  mostly 
directed  to  filling  the  depleted  ranks  of  the  regiments  and  com- 
panies in  the  field.  The  Second  Cavalry  and  Second  Heavy  Artil- 
lery Regiments  went  into  service  during  the  year,  as  did  the  two 
colored  infantry  regiments,  while  several  companies  of  heavy 
artillery  were  organized  for  service  in  the  forts  on  the  Massachusetts 
coast ;  while  the  total  number  mustered  for  three  years  during 
1863  reached  11.538,  making  the  number  furnished  by  the  state  up 
to  that  time  almost  84,000  men  under  all  calls.  There  were  at  that 
time  (January  1,  1864)  but  three  camps  of  rendezvous  in  the 
state — that  at  Wnrcester,  commanded  by  Colonel  Bartlett;  Camp 
Meigs  at  Read vi lie,  under  General  Peirce  of  the  militia,  where  the 
now  organizations  were  forming;  and  the  station  on  Long  Island  in 
Boston  Harbor,  in  charge  of  General  Devens,  where  recruits  for  the 
regiments  in  the  field  were  gathered  preparatory  to  being  forwarded 
to  their  destinations. 

The  political  campaign  of  1863  was  most  sharply  contested. 
Hitherto  the  tone  of  the  democratic  party,  while  critical  of  the 
measures  taken  by  the  general  government,  had  in  Massachusetts 
been  outspoken  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  In  the  dis- 
cussions of  the  issues  at  that  time,  and  in  the  convention  of  the 
democratic  party,  which  met  on  the  3d  of  September  at  Worcester, 
the  tone  was  changed  to  a  bitter  arraignment  of  the  administration, 
state  and  national,  all  opposed  to  the  party  in  power  being  invited 
to  join.  The  speeches  were  condemnatory  of  the  republican  policy, 
assertive  of  state  rights,  declaring  for  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  as  it  stood*  and  expressing  in  the  resolutions  a  desire 
for  peace  on  such  terms  as  would  be  honorable  to  the  nation  and 
secure  a  permanent  union  of  the  states.  Richard  S.  Spofford,  Jr., 
of  Xewburyport  was  chosen  chairman  of  the  convention,  and  Henry 
W.  Paine  of  Cambridge  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  for  gover- 
nor, with  the  following  associates  for  the  state  ticket :  Lieutenant 
governor,  Thomas  F.  Plunkett  of  Pittsfield ;  secretary  of  state, 
Frederick  O.  Prince  of  Winchester;  treasurer,  Nathan  Clark  of 
Lynn ;  attorney  general,  Theodore  H.  Sweetser  of  Lowell ;  auditor, 
Moses  Bates  of  Plymouth.  The  nominee  for  governor  was  a  new 
man  to  the  party,  having  never  before  attended  one  of  its  con- 
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ventions  and  having  earlier  in  life  been  a  member  of  the  Whig 
party. 

The  republican  convention  met  at  Worcester  on  the  24th  of 
September,  with  Congressman  Thomas  D.  Eliot  of  New  Bedford  as 
chairman,  and  with  remarkable  unanimity  of  feeling  and  purpose 
renominated  the  entire  state  ticket  then  in  service.  The  speeches 
and  the  resolutions  had  but  one  tone,  and  pledged  the  state  to  an 
unwavering  and  unconditional  support  of  the  national  government, 
thanked  the  soldiers  and  sailors  for  their  heroic  service,  approved 
the  act  of  the  President  in  issuing  the  proclamation  of  emancipa- 
tion and  the  employment  of  colored  soldiers  in  fighting»the  battles 
of  the  nation,  and  in  words  as  well  as  by  the  action  taken  gave  the 
most  unqualified  indorsement  to  the  policy  of  the  governor  and  his 
associates. 

The  campaign  which  followed  was  marked  by  considerable  bitter- 
ness of  discussion,  but  when  the  election  came,  on  the  8th  of 
November,  it  showed  the  confidence  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  in  the  officials  both  of  the  state  and  the  nation  who  had  thus 
far  conducted  the  contest  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  Gover- 
nor Andrew  was  re-elected  by  the  largest  majority  he  had  yet  re- 
ceived, his  vote  being  70,483,  that  for  Mr.  Paine  29,207,  with  77 
scattering — making  a  majority  for  Mr.  Andrew  of  41,199. 

While  the  political  canvass  was  in  progress  another  call  for  300,- 
000  volunteers  to  serve  for  three  years  was  made  by  the  President, 
and  Massachusetts  was  asked  to  furnish  as  her  quota  15,126  men. 
This  was  a  serious  demand  under  the  circumstances.  Already  the 
active  manhood  of  the  state  had  been  heavily  drained  by  the  re- 
peated calls ;  those  who  remained  had  many  ties  to  bind  them  to 
home  and  business.  Wages  were  high  and  laborers  in  great  de- 
mand. Up  to  this  time  the  bounty  paid  by  the  state  had  been  but 
£50  for  a  three-years'  enlistment,  and  that  by  the  United  States  was 
only  8100.  This  with  the  high  wages  prevailing  in  civil  life  and 
the  meager  pay  of  the  soldier  in  the  field  offered  no  money  induce- 
ment for  the  taking  up  of  the  more  dangerous  occupation ;  those 
who  from  a  high  sense  of  patriotic  duty  felt  called  on  to  make  the 
sacrifice  which  the  country  demanded  had  already  done  so.  and 
thousands  of  them  had  lain  down  their  lives. 

It  seemed  probable  under  the  circumstances  that  a  draft  would 
be  necessary  for  the  filling  of  this  new  demand ;  but  that  was  a  resort 
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so  distasteful  to  the  people  of»Massachusetts  that  the  governor  was 
earnestly  besought  to  call  a  special  session  of  the  Legislature  that 
steps  might  be  taken  for  the  filling  of  the  quota  by  enlistments. 
He  did  so,  and  the  law-makers  met  on  the  11th  of  November,  1863, 
the  session  continuing  but  a  week.  The  only  business  transacted 
was  that  pertaining  to  the  encouragement  of  enlistment  and  an 
effort  to  right  the  wrongs  of  the  colored  regiments  in  regard  to 
their  pay,  these  being  the  subjects  presented  by  the  governor  in 
his  message  for  consideration.  He  stated  that  in  order  to  encour- 
age enlistments,  especially  of  those  who  had  already  seen  service, 
the  United  States  was  offering  a  bounty  of  8402  for  those  who  had 
serwd  not  less  than  nine  months,  or  8302  for  new  recruits  to  go 
into  the  regiments  already  in  the  field,  and  he  recommended  that 
the  state  bounty  of  850  be  increased. 

This  was  done,  and  the  governor  was  authorized  to  offer  a  state 
bounty  of  8325  for  new  recruits  or  for  soldiers  of  Massachusetts 
already  in  the  field  who  should  re-enlist,  the  term  in  both  cases  to 
be  three  years  or  during  the  war.  Recruiting  except  under  authority 
of  the  governor  or  the  United  States  government  was  prohibited, 
and  enticing  persons  to  leave  the  Commonwealth  for  the  purpose  of 
enlisting  in  any  outside  organization  was  made  punishable  by  heavy 
penalties.  The  state  had  in  the  early  part  of  the  war  furnished 
whole  companies,  and  several  of  them,  for  regiments  raised  in  other 
states,  but  it  was  deemed  only  just  that  the  credit  for  her  sons 
should  now  be  secured  for  the  Old  Bay  State  herself.  At  this  time, 
also,  was  passed  the  act  to  make  up  to  the  soldiers  of  the  Fifty- 
fourth  and  Fifty -fifth  Regiments  the  deficiency  between  the  sum 
offered  them  by  the  general  government  and  the  pay  given  to  white 
soldiers,  and  paymasters  for  this  purpose  were  appointed  ;  but  as 
has  been  stated,  the  heroic  negroes  refused  the  well-intended  proffer 
and  insisted  upon  full  justice  being  done  them  by  the  government 
they  were  fighting  to  save. 

The  new  Legislature  assembled  on  the  6th  of  January,  1864,  the 
Senate  electing  Jonathan  E.  Field  of  Stockbridge  president  and  the 
House  choosing  Alexander  II.  Bullock  of  Worcester  for  speaker. 
The  governor's  message,  which  was  sent  in  two  days  later,  showed  that 
the  expenses  of  the  year  had  been  nearly  86,700,000,  of  which  over 
81,115,000  had  been  paid  in  some  manner  on  account  of  Massachu- 
setts soldiers,  either  in  bounties,  state  aid  to  the  families,  or  other- 
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wise.  In  connection  with  the  subject  of  greatest  interest — the 
prosecution  of  the  war — there  was  little  additional  to  what  had 
already  been  acted  on  by  the  recent  special  session,  either  for  the 
governor  to  recommend  or  the  Legislature  to  enact.  Most  of  the 
acts  relating  to  soldiers  were  amendatory  to  those  already  passed, 
among  them  being  one  to  authorize  towns  to  raise  money  by  taxa- 
tion for  the  erection  of  monuments  to  the  memory  of  their  soldiers; 
another  aimed  at  the  preservation  of  the  right  of  suffrage  for  those 
whose  continued  absence  from  home  prevented  their  assessment  in 
the  usual  manner;  and  provision  was  also  made  for  the  proportional 
expense  of  Massachusetts  in  the  completion  of  the  Gettysburg 
National  Cemetery  and  the  reinterment  of  the  dead  there. 

While  the  Legislature  remained  in  session  the  President  of  the 
United  States  issued  two  additional  calls  for  200,000  men  each,  on 
the  1st  of  February  and  the  14th  of  March  respectively,  under  which 
the  quota  of  the  state  was  increased  some  22,000 ;  but  the  machin- 
ery for  enlistment  being  in  perfect  organization,  no  special  provis- 
ion was  necessary  to  meet  the  demands,  great  as  they  were. 
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The  Last  Tboops  Raised— Outside  Enlistments— Kind  Offices  of  the 
Citizens— The  Presidential  Campaign— Constitutional  Abolition  of 
Slaveby— Death  of  Edward  Everett — Fall  of  Richmond— Assassi- 
nation of  Lincoln— Military  Statistics— Deposit  of  the  Battle 
Flags— The  Dbama  Closed. 

WHILE  the  four  Veteran  regiments  of  infantry  were  being 
recruited  during  the  winter  of  1863-4,  the  efforts  of  the 
state  were  strongly  put  forth  in  other  directions.  Not 
only  were  several  thousand  recruits  sent  to  strengthen  the  Massa- 
chusetts organizations  already  in  the  field,  but  new  commands  were 
being  continually  filled  and  dispatched  to  the  seat  of  war.  The 
Fourth  and  Fifth  Regiments  of  cavalry,  the  Eleventh,  Fourteenth 
and  Sixteenth  Batteries  of  light  artillery  and  the  Third  Regiment 
of  heavy  artillery  were  all  placed  in  the  field  during  the  early  spring 
of  1864.  The  latter,  like  the  Second,  had  been  composed  of  com- 
panies raised  from  time  to  time  and  most  of  whom  had  served  in 
the  coast  defenses  of  the  state. 

There  was  a  brief  respite  in  the  work  of  recruiting  and  organ- 
ization after  these  troops  were  sent,  while  the  terrible  struggles  of 
the  spring  campaign  took  place.  As  the  campaign  developed,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  call  all  the  available  soldiers  from  garrisons  and 
fortifications  to  active  duties  at  the  front,  and  on  the  1st  of  July* 
the  secretary  of  war  called  for  militia  regiments  to  take  charge  of  the 
fortifications  thus  to  be  vacated.  Massachusetts  responded  with  her 
usual  alacrity,  and  within  a  month  furnished  five  regiments  to  serve 
for  100  days.  Four  of  these — the  Fifth,  Sixth,  Eighth  and  Forty- 
second — were  troops  that  had  served  under  the  nine-months'  call, 
reorganized  for  this  occasion,  while  one  regiment — the  Sixtieth — 
was  enlisted  complete  and  commanded  by  Colonel  Ansel  D.  Wass, 
a  capable  and  experienced  officer.  A  notable  incident  in  connection 
with  the  Forty-second  Regiment  was  the  fact  that  Colonel  Isaac 
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S.  Burrill,  who  went  to  Texas  as  its  commander  in  the  winter 
of  1862  and  was  taken  prisoner  there,  had  just  been  exchanged 
in  time  to  again  take  command  of  it,  joining  the  regiment  soon 
after  its  arrival  at  Washington.  In  addition  to  these  five  regiments, 
nine  companies  of  infantry  were  raised  for  100-days'  duty  in  the 
forts  on  the  Massachusetts  coast,  making  a  total  of  5,461  men. 
These  troops  were  not  credited  to  the  quota  of  the  state,  and  the 
consideration  to  the  enlisted  men,  apart  from  the  ordinary  pay  of  a 
soldier,  was  a  bounty  from  the  state  ranging  approximately  from 
865  to  $75,  and  the  fact  that  while  in  this  service  they  were  exempt 
from  the  operations  of  any  possible  draft.  Thirteen  companies  of 
infantry  were  also  raised,  earlier  in  the  year,  for  90  days'  service  in 
the  state  defenses,  receiving  about  860  bounty. 

During  the  month  of  September  another  regiment  of  heavy  artil- 
lery— fhe  Fourth — was  raised,  and  left  the  state  under  command  of 
Colonel  William  S.  King,  and  it  was  followed  soon  after  by  two  un- 
attached companies.  This  completed  the  recruiting  for  this  arm  of 
the  service,  though  it  did  not  end  the  drain  upon  the  active  man- 
hood of  the  state.    Another  regiment  of  infantry, — the  Sixty-first, 
recruited  for  one  year's  service,  as  was  the  Fourth  Heavy  Artillery, — 
was  slowly  filled  during  the  fall  and  early  winter.    It  left  the  state? 
by  detachments,  Charles  F.  Walcott  being  its  colonel.    During  De- 
cember a  battalion  of  five  companies  of  cavalry,  enlisted  for  one 
year  and  known  as  the  Frontier  Cavalry,  was  organized.  These 
companies  joined  others  raised  in  New  York,  forming  the  Twenty- 
sixth  New  York  Cavalry,  and  served  on  the  Canadian  frontier,  where 
their  duty  was  merely  nominal.    Three  other  companies  were  en- 
listed from  the  applicants  for  places  in  this  battalion,  which  were 
after  some  controversy  with  the  war  department  added*  to  the  Third 
Massachusetts  Cavalry  Regiment  in  the  field.    The  ranks  of  the 
Sixty-first  Regiment  of  infantry  being  finally  filled,  an  order  was 
issued  on  the  10th  of  March,  1865,  for  the  enlistment  of  another 
regiment,  as  well  as  30  companies  to  be  attached  to  the  old  regi- 
ments in  the  field, — all  of  these  enlistments  being  for  one  year, 
within  which  time  it  was  evident  the  military  power  of  the  rebellion 
must  give  way.    That  event,  however,  came  before  the  Sixty-second 
Regiment  could  be  organized,  and  the  five  companies  which  had 
been  partially  filled  were  disbanded  after  the  surrender  of  the  Con- 
federate armies. 
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Thus  ended  the  long  strain  upon  the  military  resources  of  the 
Commonwealth.  In  the  case  of  Massachusetts  a  great  proportion 
of  those  sent  out  to  fill  her  quota  were  her  own  sons,  either  by 
birth  or  adoption.  Exceptions  have  already  been  noted,  in  the 
case  of  those  coming  to  the  state  to  join  the  two  colored  regiments 
formed  here,  and  the  California  battalion  of  the  Second  Cavalry. 
There  were  certain  other  exceptions  which  should  be  mentioned. 
The  act  of  July  4, 1864,  which  allowed  to  the  state,  in  common  with 
others,  credit  for  the  naval  enlistments,  also  authorized  the  loyal 
governors  to  send  recruiting  agents  into  the  states  in  rebellion  to 
gather  recruits  for  the  Union  armies,  such  as  were  obtained  in  this 
way  to  apply  to  the  quotas  of  the  states  securing  them.  Under 
this  authority  the  governor  appointed  Colonel  Joseph  M.  Day  of 
Barnstable  provost  marshal  of  the  state  with  supervision  of  the 
matter  of  enlistments.  Agents  were  put  in  the  field  at  Washing- 
ton, Fortress  Monroe,  Newbern,  Hilton  Head  and  Nashville,  and 
through  their  exertions  1,257  men  were  secured  for  the  quota 
of  Massachusetts;  but  there  was  just  the  result  that  might  have 
been  anticipated — the  various  states  crowded  agents  into  all  desir- 
able territory,  competition  grew  sharp  and  high  bids  in  money  and 
otherwise  were  made  for  all  who  were  willing  to  enter  the  Union 
service. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  of  enlistments  among  people  resi- 
dent outside  the  limits  of  Massachusetts,  there  was  another  transac- 
tion which  was  of  a  questionable  nature  in  some  of  its  relations. 
During  1804  a  Boston  firm  brought  to  that  city  from  Belgium  and 
other  European  countries  nearly  a  thousand  men  who  had  been  en- 
gaged to  come  to  this  country  under  contract  to  enter  service;  most 
of  them  being  enlisted  and  mustered  into  Massachusetts  regiments. 
This  was  a  very  profitable  transaction  for  the  firm,  as  they  received 
the  large  bounty  then  being  paid  for  recruits,  while  their  expense 
had  been  only  the  transportation  of  the  men  from  Europe;  but 
it  came  near  involving  the  country  in  deeper  foreign  complica- 
tions, for  the  charge  was  made  by  some  of  the  men  that  they  had 
been  deceived  as  to  the  kind  of  service  thev  were  to  enter,  and  the 
matter  was  brought  before  the  Washington  authorities  by  the  rep- 
resentatives of  their  governments  in  this  country.  No  crooked 
dealing  seems  to  have  been  proved  in  the  case,  and  none  of  the  men 
were  discharged  from  the  service ;  but  the  discussion  and  the  dis- 
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tortion  of  the  facts  which  the  enemies  of  the  Union  cause  indulged 
in  made  the  transaction  an  unfortunate  one  These  imported 
foreigners  who  actually  entered  the  Union  armies  numbered  907. 

Before  turning  to  notice  the  events  of  a  political  and  general 
nature  which  marked  the  closing  months  of  the  war,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  once  more  call  attention  to  the  constant  efforts  which  were 
being  put  forth  in  all  parts  of  the  state  and  by  all  classes  of  citi- 
zens to  ameliorate  the  hardships  resulting  from  sickness,  wounds 
and  death.    This  work,  as  has  been  shown,  was  taken  up  at  the 
very  beginning  of  hostilities,  and  it  was  never  allowed  to  flag. 
Whatever  could  be  devised  by  sympathetic  hearts  that  promised  to 
assist  or  to  cheer  the  soldier  was  eagerly  carried  out  by  myriad 
workers  in  all  parts  of  the  Commonwealth.    The  work  of  the  great 
institutions  like  the  Sanitary  Commission  and  the  Christian  Com- 
mission, which  followed  the  soldier  wherever  at  the  behest  of  duty 
he  was  called,  and  in  which  the  men  and  women  of  Massachusetts 
took  no  second  place,  is  matter  of  general  record.    Not  so  well 
known  may  be  some  of  the  less  comprehensive  movements,  which 
are  yet  worthy  of  mention  as  illustrating  the  spirit  of  the  times. 
Especial  interest  was  taken  in  furnishing  "Thanksgiving  dinners" 
to  all  Massachusetts  soldiers  who  could  be  reached  at  that  festival 
day  in  1864.    It  was  prophetically  felt  that  this  was  the  last 
"Thanksgiving"  which  the  soldiers  would  have  to  pass  away  from 
their  homes ;  and  from  contributions  collected  in  Boston  and  vicinity 
dinners  were  furnished  to  the  sick  and  wounded  Massachusetts 
soldiers  in  the  various  hospitals  at  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more, Annapolis  and  Point  Lookout;  for  those  in  camp  at  Read- 
ville  and  Gallop's  Island,  to  the  garrisons  of  the  various  fortifica- 
tions in  the  harbor,  and  the  sailors  at  the  navy-yard  in  Charlcstown, 
as  well  as  the  inmates  of  all  the  military  institutions  in  and  about 
Boston.    In  this  manner  some  $3,000  was  expended,  and  the  num- 
ber of  soldiers  cheered  by  the  remembrance  cannot  easily  be 
estimated.    In  all  the  good  offices  of  this  nature  the  influence  of 
woman  was  pre-eminent.    Whether  in  gathering  and  disbursing  the 
supplies  or  in  attendance  at  the  hospitals,  the  loyal  women  of  the 
state  were  indefatigable.    If  among  the  army  nurses  mention  is 
made  of  the  names  of  Clara  Barton  and  Anna  Lowell  (the  sister 
of  Colonel  Charles  R.  Lowell,  Jr.,  of  the  Second  Massachusetts 
Cavalry,  who  had  charge  of  the  Armory  Square  Hospital  at  Washing- 
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ton),  it  is  only  as  representatives  of  a  large  class  to  whose  invalu- 
able labors  but  a  general  reference  can  be  made. 

As  the  war  progressed  and  many  who  had  gone  forth  strong  and 
able-bodied  came  back  crippled  or  disabled,  it  became  apparent  that 
some  provision  was  required  by  which  such  persons  could  be  fur- 
nished with  employment  suited  to  their  condition.  Accordingly, 
on  the  6th  of  January,  1865,  Governor  Andrew  issued  an  order  by 
which  such  a  "  Bureau  of  Military  Employment "  was  made  an  ad- 
junct of  the  surgeon  general's  office,  to  which  Surgeon  General 
Dale  devoted  the  same  attention  which  had  made  his  execution  of 
all  the  duties  of  his  position  so  successful,  rendering  great  benefit 
to  many  needy  disabled  veterans. 

In  December,  1861,  the  Women's  Auxiliary  Association,  a  branch 
of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission,  had  been  formed  with 
headquarters  at  Boston,  its  field  covering  the  Commonwealth  and  the 
three  northern  New  England  States.  Branches  and  local  societies 
or  associations  were  established  in  nearly  every  town  and  city,  and 
during  the  entire  period  of  the  war  contributions  were  gathered  and 
forwarded  to  the  Boston  office,  thence  to  be  redistributed  to  the 
various  hospitals  and  other  points  of  destination.  The  great  work 
done  by  the  association  may  be  imagined  when  it  is  stated  that  of 
garments  and  articles  of  bedding  forwarded  from  Boston  the  fig- 
ures reached  over  a  million  pieces,  while  of  stimulants,  food,  medi- 
cines, delicacies  and  the  like  the  amount  was  proportionate.  Over 
£314,000  in  money  was  received,  and  this  was  expended  in  the  pur- 
chase of  such  articles  as  were  most  needed.  It  should  be  noted 
that  the  work  of  all  the  officers  of  the  association,  agents,  book- 
keepers and  the  like,  was  performed  gratuitously,  but  in  many 
cases  needy  women  were  hired  to  make  the  garments  for  which 
generous  persons  had  contributed  materials,  thus  rendering  a  double 
service. 

While  the  trying  days  of  1864  were  passing,  the  country  filled 
as  never  before  with  the  horrors  of  warfare,  and  while  yet  it  seemed 
uncertain  whether  the  tremendous  exertions  being  put  forth  were 
to  bear  fruits  of  peace  by  honorable  conquest,  came  the  mcst  im- 
portant political  period  possible  under  the  American  form  of  gov- 
ernment— a  presidential  campaign.  The  conventions  of  the  two 
political  parties  attracted  great  attention,  and  through  the  eventful 
summer  and  autumn  the  contest  waxed  hot  and  bitter.    The  R<  - 
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publican  convention  met  at  Baltimore,  and  while  it  renominated 
President  Lincoln  and  heartily  indorsed  him  and  his  policy,  declar- 
ing for  a  vigorous  continuance  of  the  war  till  honorable  peace  should 
be  obtained,  it  associated  with  him  a  noted  southern  loyalist — 
Andrew  Johnson  of  Tennessee.  The  Democratic  convention  met 
at  Chicago  and  placed  in  nomination  a  ticket  headed  by  General 
George  B.  McClellan  for  president  and  George  H.  Pendleton  of 
Ohio  for  vice-president.  This  was  a  taking  nomination,  especially 
the  head  of  the  ticket;  for  regardless  of  party  there  were  many 
through  the  country  who  felt  that  General  McClellan  had  not  been 
fairly  treated  by  the  administration,  and  who,  while  they  had  great 
faith  in  his  military  abilities,  regarded  him  as  a  political  martyr. 
But  what  the  ticket  gained  in  strength  from  this  source  it  lost  by 
the  platform  adopted,  which  declared  the  war  a  failure  and  called 
for  peace  by  compromise.  The  latter  proposition  was  indefinitely 
worded,  but  its  evident  purport  was  such  that  it  invited  and  received 
the  support  of  all  those  in  avowed  sympathy  with  the  rebellion,  as 
well  as  those  sincerely  differing  from  Mr.  Lincoln's  administration 
as  to  details  of  public  policy. 

Each  Massachusetts  state  convention  indorsed  the  action  and  the 
candidates  of  the  national  body  of  like  name.  The  republican 
gathering  met  at  Worcester,  September  15,  Congressman  Alexander 
H.  Bice  of  Boston  being  the  chairman ;  over  a  thousand  members 
were  in  attendance,  and  the  session  was  enthusiastic  and  unanimous 
on  all  the  important  questions.  Governor  Andrew  was  renominated 
by  acclamation  with  but  three  dissenting  voices,  and  with  the  single 
exception  of  the  attorney  generalship  there  was  no  change  in  the 
rest  of  the  ticket.  Mr.  Foster  declining  to  run  again,  his  place  was 
filled  by  the  nomination  of  Charles  I.  Reed  of  Taunton.  Edward 
Everett  of  Boston  and  Whiting  Griswold  of  Greenfield  were  named 
for  presidential  electors  at  large,  the  platform  being  in  keeping  with 
those  of  previous  years.  The  Democrats  met  at  Faneuil  Hall,  Bos- 
ton, six  days  later,  Theodore  II.  Swectser  of  Lowell  being  president, 
and  renominated  their  state  ticket  of  1863.  While  the  convention 
indorsed  the  nominations  made  by  the  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion, it  spoke  strongly  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  applauded  the 
victory  of  Sheridan  at  Winchester,  news  of  which  had  just  been 
received,  expressed  sympathy  with  the  soldiers,  and  called  for  a 
more  prompt  system  of  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war. 
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The  election  came  on  the  8th  of  November,  and  not  only  was  the 
result  in  the  nation  a  triumphant  indorsement  of  President  Lincoln, 
but  the  verdict  was  given  in  Massachusetts  in  no  uncertain  manner. 
A  heavy  vote  was  cast  throughout  the  state,  of  which  the  Republican 
ticket  received  126,742  for  president  and  125,281  for  governor; 
the  Democratic  ticket  48,745  and  49,190  respectively — the  majority 
for  Lincoln  being  77,997  and  for  Andrew  76,091.  The  result  of 
this  election  practically  settled  the  fate  of  the  rebellion.  It  was 
shown  beyond  question  that  the  invincible  determination  of  the 
people  of  the  nation  was  for  the  vindication  of  the  authority  of  the 
general  government,  and  that  not  even  a  specious  plea  for  peace 
and  a  ticket  headed  by  a  gallant  and  extremely  popular  soldier  could 
shake  the  fixed  purpose  of  the  loyal  masses. 

The  Massachusetts  Legislature  assembled  on  the  4th  of  January, 
1865,  and  organized  with  Jonathan  E.  Field  for  president  of  the 
Senate  and  Alexander  II.  Bullock  for  speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  Both  officers  on  taking  the  positions  to  which 
they  had  been  chosen  congratulated  their  associates  on  the  prospect 
of  a  speedy  termination  of  the  war,  and  on  the  fact  that  when  the 
national  authority  was  again  restored  it  would  be  over  a  nation 
freed  from  the  blot  of  slavery.  In  the  same  vein  was  the  inaugural 
of  the  governor,  which  was  delivered  on  the  6th.  Reviewing  the 
part  taken  by  Massachusetts  in  the  great  struggle,  he  stated  the  war 
debt  of  the  Commonwealth  incurred  up  to  that  time  to  be  over  814,- 
500.000,  most  of  which  was  held  by  the  citizens  of  the  state ;  but 
on  the  other  hand  he  showed  that  general  prosperity  had  prevailed, 
as  was  attested  by  the  increased  deposits  in  the  savings  bank.  Re- 
ferring to  the  latter  fact  he  said:  "The  very  depositors  of  savings, 
out  of  this  increased  aggregate  of  their  modest  earnings  saved  and 
deposited,  could  lend  money  enough  to  pay  the  whole  war  debt  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  have  left  on  deposit  as  much  as  they  had 
when  the  war  began  and  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars  be- 
sides." 

At  about  this  time  the  United  States  Congress  adopted  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  abolishing  slavcrv.  The  President  siirned 
the  resolution  on  the  2d  of  February  and  the  following  day  it  was 
ratified  by  the  Legislature  at  Boston,  the  fact  being  telegraphed  to 
the  President  by  Governor  Andrew  in  these  words:  "Massachu- 
setts has  to-day  ratified  the  constitutional  amendment  abolishing 
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slavery  by  a  unanimous  yea  and  nay  vote  of  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature,  the  Democrats  voting  affirmatively."  It  is  doubtful  if 
any  other  state  exceeded  this  action  either  in  promptness  or  in 
unanimity  of  expression. 

Shortly  before  this  event,  an  unexpected  and  saddening  blow  fell 
upon  Massachusetts  and  the  nation  in  the  sudden  death  of  Hon. 
Edward  Everett,  on  the  16th  of  January.  The  transcendent  abili- 
ties of  Mr.  Everett  placed  him  among  the  foremost  men  of  America, 
and  although  he  had  been  a  candidate  for  the  vice-presidency  on 
one  of  the  democratic  tickets  in  1860,  he  gave  his  whole  energies 
to  the  cause  of  the  Union  when  secession  became  a  certainty.  In 
announcing  the  inability  of  the  President  and  his  cabinet  to  attend 
the  funeral,  Secretary  of  State  Seward  added:  "The  President  of 
the  United  States  and  the  heads  of  departments  tender  to  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  their  condolence  on  the  lamented 
death  of  Edward  Everett,  who  was  worthy  to  be  enrolled  among 
the  noblest  of  the  nation's  benefactors." 

But  Mr.  Everett  had  lived  to  see  the  great  struggle  practically 
concluded,  for  on  the  3d  of  April,  1865,  the  glad  intelligence  went 
flashing  through  the  country  that  Petersburg  and  Richmond  had 
fallen  and  the  beginning  of  the  end  had  come.    Secretary  of  War 
Stanton  telegraphed  the  tidings  to  Governor  Andrew,  and  the  latter 
responded:    " I  give  you  joy  on  these  triumphant  victories.  Our 
people,  by  a  common  impulse,  abandoned  business  to-day  for  thanks- 
giving and  rejoicing.    The  colored  man,  received  last,  got  in  first 
and  thus  is  the  Scripture  fulfilled."    The  latter  sentence  was  in 
reference  to  the  fact  that  Weitzel's  Division  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Corps,  colored  troops,  was  reported  to  have  been  the  first  infantry 
to  enter  Richmond.    It  were  futile  to  attempt  any  summary  of  the 
joy  which  everywhere  prevailed,  and  the  many  forms  by  which  it 
was  manifested  throughout  the  state.    If  Boston  led  in  the  matter 
of  demonstration,  it  was  because  her  resources  were  the  greater. 
In  all  portions  of  the  Commonwealth  bands  played,  whistles  blew, 
bells  rang,  cannon  were  fired,  public  meetings  were  held ;  but  deeper 
than  all  was  the  joyful  greeting  of  man  to  man,  with  tear-dimmed 
eyes,  that  at  last  the  carnival  of  death  and  war's  desolation  was 
about  to  end,  and  to  end  in  the  restoration  of  the  national  gov- 
ernment, in  the  abolition  of  the  cause  of  the  rupture  and  the  tri- 
umph of  Union  and  Liberty.    On  the  following  day  the  governor 
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formally  communicated  to  the  Legislature  the  tidings;  Senator 
Wilson  was  present,  and  the  excitement  was  too  intense  to  allow  of 
much  public  business  being  transacted.  Among  other  demonstra- 
tions, a  great  meeting  was  held  that  evening  at  Faneuil  Hall,  pre- 
sided over  by  the  mayor  of  Boston  and  addressed  among  others  by 
Senator  Wilson,  Robert  C.  Winthrop  and  Frederick  Douglass. 

The  days  which  followed  were  filled  with  excitement  and  mingled 
joy  and  sorrow.  General  Robert  E.  Lee  surrendered  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia  on  the  9th  of  April,  and  with  this  practical  clos- 
ing of  hostilities  the  exultation  of  the  loyal  people  found  renewed 
expression.  It  was  not  for  long,  however,  for  scarcely  had  the  joy- 
ful tidings  been  accepted  in  their  fulness  when  the  terrible  news  of 
the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln  broke  in  upon  the  rejoicing 
with  such  a  shock  as  the  country  had  never  before  known.  In  an 
instant  consternation  succeeded  the  exultation ;  emblems  of  sorrow 
took  the  place  of  those  of  rejoicing ;  a  nation  was  plunged  in  a 
moment  from  the  most  exalted  joy  to  the  depths  of  grief.  The  sad 
event  had  fitting  public  notice  everywhere  in  the  state,  and  a  copy 
of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the- Legislature  was  forwarded  by 
Governor  Andrew  to  the  widow  of  the  President. 

The  war  ended  with  the  surrender  of  the  various  armies  of  the 
Confederacy,  all  of  which  soon  followed  the  example  of  General 
Lee,  and  as  soon  as  peace  was  assured  the  work  of  reducing  the 
volunteer  armies  of  the  United  States  was  begun.  The  troops 
which  had  been  called  from  civil  life  were  returned  to  the  pursuits 
which  they  had  left  to  take  up  arms,  those  of  Massachusetts  in  com- 
mon with  others.  During  the  summer  nearly  all  came  home — such 
as  were  left  of  the  fine  organizations  which  had  gone  forth — though 
two  or  three  regiments  on  special  duty  served  until  sometime  in 
1806.  The  full  record  of  the  service  of  each  and  all  is  given  under 
the  headings  of  the  respective  commands.  It  only  remains  to  give 
a  brief  synopsis  of  the  troops  furnished  by  the  state. 

During  the  war,  Massachusetts  sent  out  as  her  quota  for  three 
months'  service  in  1861,  five  regiments  of  infantry,  one  battalion  of 
riflemen  and  one  battery  of  light  artillery ;  under  the  various  calls 
for  three-years'  troops,  40  regiments  of  infantry,  five  regiments  of 
cavalry,  three  regiments  and  a  battalion  of  heavy  artillery,  15  bat- 
teries of  light  artillery  and  two  companies  of  sharp-shooters ;  for 
one  year,  one  regiment  and  two  unattached  companies  of  infantry, 
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with  another  regiment  in  the  process  of  organization  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  one  regiment  and  eight  unattached  companies  of  lieavv 
artillery,  and  seven  companies  of  cavalry ;  for  nine  months,  17 
regiments  of  infantry  and  one  battery  of  light  artillery ;  for  100 
days,  five  regiments  and  ten  unattached  companies  of  infantry ; 
for  90  days,  13  unattached  companies  of  infantry ;  for  six  months, 
one  battery  of  light  artillery  and  one  company  of  infantry.  These 
organizations  with  the  enlistments  in  the  navy  comprised  a  mem- 
bership of  159,165  ;  in  addition  there  were  enlisted  in  the  Common- 
wealth, for  which  it  received  no  credit,  five  companies  for  the  New 
York  Mozart  Regiment  and  some  600  men  for  the  Ninety -ninth  New 
York  Regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Wardrop,  formerly  of  the 
Third  Massachusetts  Militia.  Adding  these  men — we  have  fully 
160,000  as  the  contribution  of  Massachusetts  to  the  loval  armies 
and  navy  during  the  war.  From  the  nature  of  their  service  some 
of  these  organizations  were  not  credited  to  the  quota  of  the  state, 
but  the  adjutant  general  of  the  army  at  Washington  allows  a 
credit  of  146,730,  with  5,318  drafted  men  who  paid  commutation, 
against  a  quota  under  all  calls  of  139,095,—  showing  a  wide  margin 
above  all  demands  upon  the  patriotism  of  the  state.  Of  this  num- 
ber, as  nearly  as  can  be  gleaned  from  the  records  of  the  adjutant 
general's  office,  442  officers  and  12,534  enlisted  men  died  in  the 
service  from  all  causes.  The  population  of  the  state  in  1860  was 
1,231,066. 

The  total  expense  incurred  by  the  state  in  raising  and  equipping 
troops  reached  827,705,109,  and  that  of  the  cities  and  towns  as  such 
was  nearly  as  much  more,  making  $50,000,000  in  round  numbers 
as  the  money  cost  to  the  state.  Apart*  from  the  military  service, 
great  numbers  of  laborers  were  employed  in  building  fortifications, 
working  in  the  Charlestown  navy-yard  and  at  the  Springfield 
Armory.  At  the  latter  establishment,  during  the  five  years  from 
July  1,  1860,  the  production  reached  the  great  total  of  805,636 
muskets,  with  extra  parts  and  repairs  equal  to  120,845  more.  The 
rifle-musket  as  there  produced  was  the  standard  weapon  of  the  ser- 
vice, and  undoubtedly  the  best  muzzle-loading  military  arm  ever 
manufactured. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  refer  to  the  political  contest  of  1865 
further  than  to  say  that  Governor  Andrew,  having  rendered  five 
years  of  the  most  devoted  service,  covering  the  entire  period  of  the 
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war,  declined  to  be  again  considered  a  candidate,  and  Alexander 
H.  Bullock  of  Worcester  was  elected  his  successor  by  a  large 
majority,  although  General  Darius  N.  Couch,  the  accomplished 
soldier,  headed  the  democratic  ticket. 

An  interesting  episode  occurred  on  the  22d  of  December,  18«»5, 
when  the  battle-flags  of  all  the  Massachusetts  commands  which  hud 
been  borne  by  them  in  the  war — with  a  few  exceptions — were  carried 
in  procession  by  survivors  of  the  organizations  and  with  touch- 
ing ceremonies  deposited  for  perpetual  preservation  in  Doric  Hull 
at  the  State  House.  The  flags  were  formally  turned  over  to  the 
governor  by  General  Couch,  who  commanded  the  column,  and  were 
received  by  Mr.  Andrew  with  eloquent  words  of  appreciation,  to  be 
"  preserved  and  cherished  amid  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  future, 
as  mementoes  of  brave  men  and  noble  actions." 

The  Legislature  having  convened,  Governor  Andrew  on  the  5th 
of  January,  1866,  delivered  his  valedictory,  reviewing  at  consider- 
able length  the  events  of  his  administration ;  his  successor, Governor 
Bullock,  was  inaugurated  the  day  following.  The  war  period  had 
passed ;  the  strange,  trying  duties  which  it  had  brought  had  been 
faithfully  met ;  saddened,  chastened,  yet  rejoicing  in  the  triumph 
of  the  great  cause  of  right  and  human  progress,  the  old  Common- 
wealth, with  fresh  hands  grasping  the  helm,  turned  once  m  »;v  to 
the  arts  and  pursuits  of  honorable  \h"w. 
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The  Public  Men  of  Massachusetts— The  Congressional  Delegation— 
(Cables  Sumner,  the  Statesman  — Henry  Wilson,  "The  Soldier's 
Friend"  — Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Ministers 
Adams,  Motley  and  Burlinoame. 

*T"^HE  fateful  epoch  found  worthy  representatives  of  Massachu- 


setts in  the  national  halls  of  legislation — especially  in  the 


A  United  States  Senate,  where  Charles  Sumner  and  Henry 
Wilson  nobly  upheld  the  name  and  fame  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Mr.  Sumner  had  been  for  ten  years  in  the  Senate.  That  high  posi- 
tion was  the  first  public  office  to  which  he  was  elected — it  was  the 
only  one  he  ever  filled.  There  his  life  work  was  wrought  out.  Born 
in  Boston  in  1811,  he  had  taken  his  seat  in  the  Senate  at  the  age  of 
40,  and  the  years  of  war  found  him  at  the  zenith  of  his  power  and 
strength.  He  served  during  the  rebellion  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations — a  position  which  soon  became  one  of 
great  importance.  It  was  one  to  bring  him  close  to  the  President 
and  his  cabinet  in  days  of  grave  anxiety,  and  to  call  for  the  best 
qualities  of  his  high  and  strong  nature ; — but  it  was  not  one  to 
bring  him  before  the  people.  His  greatest  and  worthiest  service 
was  in  the  council  chamber,  where  the  influence  of  his  intellect  did 
much  to  shape  the  course  of  the  nation, — a  potent  force  of  which 
the  world  knew  little. 

Yet  apart  from  the  important  duties  of  his  committee,  Charles 
Sumner  was  the  center  of  a  mighty  influence  in  the  Senate  generally 
and  beyond  it.  He  had  been  from  early  manhood  the  uncompromis- 
ing foe  of  human  slavery  ;  he  had  fought  it  determinedly,  regardless 
of  the  fact  that  his  attitude  was  costing  him  social  and  professional 
standing.  Neither  the  loss  of  patronage  from  his  lawyer's  office  at 
Boston  nor  the  brutal  assault  of  Brooks  the  South  Carolinian  in 
the  Senate  Chamber  had  for  an  instant  affected  his  purpose.  His 
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whole  life  rang  to  the  key-note  of  the  one  word,  a  Justice,"  and  now 
that  the  nation  was  plunged  in  fratricidal  war,  with  the  institution 
of  slavery  for  the  prime  and  only  cause,  he  pleaded  with  all  the 
energy  of  his  great  nature  that  the  strong  hand  of  war  should  cut 
away  from  the  national  life  the  monstrosity  which  deformed  it. 
Every  movement  which  looked  to  the  strengthening  of  the  hands 
of  the  administration  had  his  support ;  he  was  at  all  times  the  fear- 


ClIAJlL.ES  SfUNKB. 


less  champion  of  those  measures  which  sought  to  better  the  condi- 
tion of  the  black  man.  Mr.  Sumner  saw  the  nation  pass  through 
the  ordeal  of  war  with  no  serious  foreign  complications  ;  he  saw  the 
shackles  struck  from  the  bond  man  :  the  great  purpose  of  the  sena- 
tor's life  was  realized  while  he  yet  lived  and  wrought  for  its  accom- 
plishment. Such  in  a  very  imperfect  generalization  was  the  work 
of  the  great  man  who  stood  close  to  the  President,  and  to  whom 
Mr.  Lincoln  said  during  the  last  week  of  his  life:  "There  is  no 
person  with  whom  I  have  oftener  advised  throughout  my  adminis- 
tration than  with  yourself."  This  was  a  sentence  which  any  man 
might  be  proud  to  hear  from  the  lips  of  Abraham  Lincoln — it  was 
not  too  much  for  him  to  say  to  Senator  Sumner. 
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Senator  Henry  Wilson,  two  years  the  junior  of  Senator  Sumner, 
had  entered  the  United  States  Senate  four  years  later  than  his  col- 
league.  The  son  of  poverty  and  rising  to  eminence  through  the 
energy  of  his  own  endeavors,  Mr.  Wilson  had  come  to  the  Senate 
with  preliminary  experience  in  both  branches  of  his  State  Legisla- 
ture. He  brought  to  the  higher  position  great  energy  and  industry, 
intense  patriotism  and  a  sublime  moral  courage.    He  was  in  all  re- 


IlENRY  \V!l!*ON. 


spects  in  sympathy  with  Mr.  Sumner,  from  whom  he  differed  so 
much  in  personal  characteristics.  When  Sumner  was  struck  down 
in  the  Senate  by  Brooks  in  185G,  Mr.  Wilson  denounced  the  act  as 
a  brutal  outrage ;  refusing  to  fight  the  duel  to  which  he  was  im- 
mediately challenged,  and  denouncing  "  the  code"  as  a  relic  of  bar- 
barism, he  vet  announced  his  intention  to  defend  himself  whenever 
and  wherever  he  might  be  attacked.  During  the  war  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Militia ;  no  member  of  Congress  did  more  faithful  service 
than  he,  none  had  a  keener  comprehension  of  the  nation's  needs  at 
all  stages  of  the  great  contest.  He  had  already  served  on  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  during  President  Buchanan's  administration,  Jef- 
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ferson  Davis  being  chairman,  and  with  no  power  to  prevent  had  seen 
the  naturally  feeble  military  resources  of  the  government  manipu- 
lated in  the  interests  of  the  plotters  and  made  still  more  inadequate 
to  the  needs  of  the  republic  when  the  moment  of  trial  came. 

At  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter,  Mr.  Wilson  urged  the  President  to 
call  for  300,000  men  instead  of  the  75,000  actually  asked  for,  but 
the  number  which  he  suggested  was  staggering  even  to  Mr.  Lincoln, 
while  to  many  of  his  advisers,  notably  the  secretary  of  war,  the 
suggestion  seemed  preposterous.  Wilson  was  one  of  the  few  who 
realized  the  desperate  intentions  of  the  Southern  leaders.  When 
the  call  was  made  he  with  difficulty  persuaded  the  secretary  of  war 
to  double  the  quota  of  Massachusetts  and  then  hurried  home  to  con- 
fer with  Governor  Andrew  and  the  state  authorities.  From  that 
hour  his  duties  became  unceasing  and  of  the  greatest  importance. 
Returning  to  Washington  he  devoted  much  of  his  attention  to  the 
soldiers,  especially  those  in  the  hospitals,  where  the  great  man 
found  the  time,  as  he  certainly  had  the  heart,  to  cheer  and  minister 
to  the  humblest  private  soldier.  But  his  greater  work  was  not  neg- 
lected, and  on  the  assembling  of  Congress  in  extra  session,  on  the 
4th  of  July,  1861,  he  was  ready  with  the  important  bills  which  the 
military  situation  called  for.  At  the  close  of  the  special  session 
he  returned  to  Massachusetts  to  aid  his  state  in  the  work  of  enlist- 
ment, and  to  do  this  in  a  practical  way  recruited  in  person  the 
Twenty-second  Massachusetts  Regiment,  of  which  he  was  commis- 
sioned colonel,  accompanying  it  to  the  front.  He  soon  resigned  his 
commission,  however,  and  the  better  to  familiarize  himseif  with  the 
service  and  its  requirements  became  a  volunteer  aide  on  General  Mc- 
Clellan's  staff,  which  position  he  held  till  January,  1862,  when  duty 
again  called  him  to  active  participation  in  the  work  of  the  Senate. 

His  position  from  this  time  on  was  one  of  immense  responsibility. 
All  t!jc  important  legislation  required  in  connection  with  the  enor- 
mous military  service  of  the  ensuing  four  years  was  either  origi- 
nated or  passed  upon  by  the  committee  of  which  Mr.  Wilson  was 
the  head  and  the  heart.  In  the  single  matter  of  commissioned 
officers,  11,000  nominations  of  all  grades  from  second  lieutenant  to 
lieutenant  general  were  referred  to  this  committee  for  investigation 
and  report;  interested  parties  naturally  flocked  to  the  committee 
with  complaints,  requests  and  "  influence,"  and  even  the  common 
soldiers — not  the  least  welcome  of  his  visitors — felt  at  liberty  to 
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seek  out  Senator  Wilson,  "The  Soldier's  Friend/' — the  man  in 
whose  great  heart  there  was  a  warm  corner  for  the  humblest  human 
being.  Mr.  Wilson  prepared  with  his  own  hand  a  multitude  of 
bills ;  among  them  those  for  bettering  the  pay  and  condition  of  the 
soldiers,  and  all  of  those  relating  to  the  military  service  of  the 
blacks,  freeing  the  families  of  colored  soldiers  as  well  as  the  men 
themselves,  and  abolishing  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Like  his  colleague,  Mr.  Wilson  never  forgot  that  slavery  was  the 
corner-stone  and  the  sole  cause  of  the  rebellion ;  and  with  an  influ- 
ence second  to  none  he  wrought  unceasingly  for  the  destruction  of 
the  system  and  the  establishing  of  the  constitutional  equality  of 
the  negro. 

Naturally  the  eminent  ability  of  the  two  Massachusetts  senators, 
who  occupied  so  high  a  position  in  the  national  councils  and 
attracted  so  much  of  the  public  attention,  tended  to  overshadow 
the  services  of  the  Bay  State  representatives  in  the  lower  branch 
of  Congress.  Yet  the  latter  were  by  no  means  unworthy  of  their 
high  position,  and  a  cursory  glance  at  the  men  who  composed  the 
state  delegation,  with  observation  of  the  important  duties  to  which 
they  were  called,  will  show  that  the  reputation  of  the  Common- 
wealth was  well  sustained  in  the  national  House  of  Representatives. 
The  limits  of  such  a  sketch  as  the  present  do  not  allow  of  the  fol- 
lowing out  in  detail  of  the  part  taken  by  each  Representative  during 
the  period  of  the  war ;  such  a  treatment  would  require  a  thorough 
review  of  all  the  legislation  which  came  before  Congress,  for  there 
was  no  measure  affecting  the  interests  of  the  nation  which  did  not 
receive  the  careful  attention  of  Massachusetts  legislators.  Neither 
does  it  need  to  be  said  that  their  voices  and  their  votes  were  ever 
for  the  support  of  tho  national  government  and  the  furtherance  of 
such  measures  as  the  vigorous  and  uncompromising  prosecution  of 
the  war  demanded.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  the  voice  of  any  rep- 
resentative from  the  state  was  lifted  in  unkind  criticism  of  the  ad- 
ministration. There  were  necessarily  differences  of  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  many  measures ;  but  substantially  the  spirit  which  animated 
Governor  Andrew  as  the  executive  of  the  Commonwealth,  our 
soldiers  in  the  field,  and  Senators  Sumner  and  Wilson  in  their 
sphere,  pervaded  each  Massachusetts  heart  and  head  in  the  Hall  of 
Representatives. 

In  the  Thirty-sixth  Congress,  which  expired  March  4, 1861,  with 
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the  term  of  office  of  President  Buchanan,  Massachusetts  had  11 
Representatives,  and  the  same  number  in  the  Thirty-seventh  Con- 
gress, which  covered  the  two  years  following.  In  the  Thirty-eighth, 
however,  the  number  of  Massachusetts  districts  was  reduced  to  ten, 
and  the  state  delegation  suffered  accordingly.  The  members  from 
the  various  districts,  with  the  committees  on  which  they  served,  are 
given  below.  Very  naturally  the  b£nt  of  the  congressman's  labors 
was  influenced  by  his  committee  work ;  in  that  field  to  which  he 
gave  the  most  thought  he  was  naturally  best  informed  and  most 
deeply  interested ;  though  there  were  a  few  in  the  delegation,  like 
Henry  L.  Dawes  and  George  S.  Boutwell,  who  rose  to  the  quality 
of  leadership,  and  seemed  to  grasp  at  once  all  the  great  issues  of 
the  momentous  time.  In  naming  these,  therefore,  as  the  more  ver- 
satile and  prominent  members  of  the  delegation,  there  is  no  dis- 
paragement of  the  faithful  work  of  others  who  came  less  promi- 
nently before  the  public  eye. 

Thomas  D.  Eliot  of  New  Bedford  represented  the  First  district 
in  the  two  Congresses  covering  the  period  of  the  war,  as  he  did  in 
those  preceding  and  following  that  epoch.  During  all  of  this  time 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  which  naturally 
became  one  of  great  importance  after  the  complications  growing  out 
of  the  war  began  to  take  form.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
select  Committee  on  Confiscation,  of  the  Committees  on  Emancipa 
tion  and  on  Expenditures  in  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Congress,  and  chairman  of  the  select  Committee  on  the 
Freedmen  in  the  Thirty-ninth.  At  the  opening  of  the  special  ses- 
sion of  Congress  in  the  summer  of  1861,  he  was  prominent  in  the 
advancement  of  measures  for  the  increase  of  the  United  States 
navy,  and  to  the  various  interests  connected  therewith  he  gave 
earnest  attention  during  the  entire  war. 

James  Buffinton  of  Fall  River  represented  the  Second  district  in 
the  Thirty-sixth  and  Thirty-seventh  Congresses.  In  both  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  in  the  latter 
as  well  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

Oakes  Ames  of  Easton  succeeded  Mr.  Buffinton  in  the  election 
of  1862,  and  represented  the  district  in  the  Thirty-eighth  and  suc- 
ceeding Congresses.  On  taking  his  seat,  Mr.  Ames,  who  was  an 
influential  business  man,  was  appointed  on  three  committees, — those 
on  Revolutionary  Claims,  Manufactures,  and  the  select  Committee 
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on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  serving  on  the  two  last  named  during  the 
Thirty-ninth  Congress. 

Charles  Francis  Adams  of  Quincy,  who  had  represented  the  Third 
•  district  in  the  Thirty-sixth  Congress,  was  re-elected  in  1860  for 
another  term,  but  before  tho  assembling  of  the  special  session  of 
the  Thirty-seventh  he  had  been  appointed  minister  to  England  by 
the  new  administration  and  was^succceded  in  Congress  by  Benjamin 
F.  Thomas  of  Boston,  who  during  the  Thirty-seventh  Congress  was 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  J udieiary.  The  re-apportionment 
of  the  state  into  ten  congressional  districts,  previous  to  the  election 
for  the  Thirty-eighth  Congress,  had  virtually  the  effect  of  abolish- 
ing what  had  been  the  Third  district.  Mr.  Rice  of  the  old  Fourth 
district  became  the  representative  of  the  new  Third,  and  the  other 
districts,  with  more  or  less  changes  in  their  territorial  limits, 
changed  their  numbers  to  correspond. 

Alexander  H.  Rice  of  Boston  had  been  elected  to  the  Thirty-sixth 
Congress  from  the  Fourth  district,  serving  on  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  was  re-elected  to  the  Thirty-seventh, 
being  placed  on  the  Committees  on  Naval  Affairs  and  Expenditures 
in  the  Treasury  Department.  By  the  changes  in  districts,  Mr.  Rice 
in  the  fall  of  1862  was  a  candidate  for  re-election  in  the  Third  dis- 
trict, and  it  was  at  first  supposed  that  his  competitor,  John  S. 
Sleeper  of  Boston,  the  People's  party  candidate,  had  been  elected, 
and  it  was  so  declared.  An  error  was  discovered,  however  in  the 
vote  of  South  Boston,  then  the  Twelfth  ward  of  Boston,  which  gave 
Mr.  Rice  the  election  by  a  small  margin,  and  the  case  being  taken 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  regular  form,  he  was  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1864,  declared  entitled  to  the  seat.  He  was  during  that 
Congress  and  the  following  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  and  in  the  Thirty-ninth  also  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business.  But  it  was  in  connection  with 
naval  matters  that  the  great  influence  of  Mr.  Rice  was  exerted. 
In  that  field  he  was  a  power  during  the  entire  course  of  the  war, 
giving  careful  attention  to  the  various  phases  of  the  subject  as  they 
came  into  prominence  from  time  to  time,  and  dealing  with  them 
thoroughly  and  with  power. 

William  Appleton  of  Boston  was  the  only  member  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts delegation  in  the  Thirty -seventh  Congress  not  a  republi- 
can.   He  was  elected  from  the  Fifth  district  in  the  fall  of  1860  by 
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a  coalition  of  the  voters  opposed  to  Anson  Burlingamc  of  Cam- 
bridge, the  representative  of  the  district  in  the  Thirty-sixth  Con- 
gress, who  had  been  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 
Mr.  Appleton  was  assigned  to  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means 
at  the  organization  of  the  House  in  July,  1861,  but  resigned  his  seat 
;  t  the  close  of  the  special  session. 

Samuel  Hooper  of  Boston  was  elected  to  succeed  Mr.  Appleton, 
and  was  sworn  in  at  the  opening*  of  the  second  session  of  the 
Thirty-seventh  Congress  in  December,  1801.  He  took  the  place  of 
his  predecessor  on  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  holding  it 
through  the  two  succeeding  Congresses,  to  which  he  was  re-elected, 
the  number  of  his  district  being  changed  to  the  Fourth.  In  the 
Thirty-ninth  Congress  ho  was  also  made  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Banking  and  Currency.  Mr.  Hooper  was  an  active  member 
of  Congress,  especially  well  qualified  for  the  consideration  of  finan- 
cial affairs.  His  opinions  consequently  had  much  weight,  and  he 
speedily  became  a  valued  adviser  to  the  treasury  department  as  well 
as  an  honored  member  of  the  state  delegation. 

John  B.  Alley  of  Lynn  was  elected  to  the  Thirty-sixth  Congress 
as  representative  of  the  Sixth  district,  serving  during  the  four 
terms  which  succeeded.  During  the  eight  years  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Post-oftices  and  Post-roads,  being  its  chairman 
during  the  last  four  years.  Ho  was  also  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures  in  the  Thirty-seventh  Congress  and  of  the 
select  Committee  on  the  Bankrupt  Law  of  the  Thirty -ninth.  While 
he  was  by  no  means  an  obscure  Congressman,  the  nature  of  his 
committees  was  such  as  to  call  for  patient  work  and  sound,  prompt 
judgment  rather  than  to  bring  him  prominently  to  public  notice. 
Yet  his  voice  was  ever  ready  in  support  of  the  right  as  lie  saw  it, 
whether  in  dealing  with  the  intricate  matters  before  his  committee 
or  those  occupying  the  attention  of  the  House. 

Daniel  W.  Gooch  of  Melrose  had  completed  two  terms  in  Con- 
gress as  the  representative  from  the  Seventh  district  when  the  war 
broke  out,  and  was  also  re-elected  to  the  Thirty-seventh  and  Thirty- 
eighth  Congress.  Under  President  Buchanan  he  had  been  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Territories ;  in  the  Thirty-seventh  Congress 
he  was  appointed  on  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  in  the 
Thirty-eighth  on  Private  Land  Claims  and  the  select  Committee  on 
Rebellions  States.    His  most  important  work,  however,  w::s  done 
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as  a  member  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,, 
to  which  he  was  appointed  on  the  24th  of  December,  1861,  heading 
the  House  delegation. 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks  of  Waltham,  who  had  previously  been  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  and  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  was 
elected  to  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress  as  the  successor  of  Mr.  Gooch, 
and  at  once  became  a  power  in  the  body,  being  made  chairman  of 
the  House  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  a  member  of  the  select 
Committee  on  Rules.  His  congressional  services,  however,  need 
not  be  especially  noticed  here,  as  they  were  rendered  subsequent  to 
the  close  of  the  war. 

Charles  R.  Train  of  Framingham,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Thirty-sixth  Congress,  was  re-elected  to  represent  the  Eighth  dis- 
trict in  the  Thirty-seventh.  He  was  in  both  bodies  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  ;  in  the  Thirty-sixth 
he  was  in  addition  on  the  Expenditures  in  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  in  the  Thirty-seventh  on  Public  Expenditures.  Mr.  Train  was 
a  faithful  and  prized  member  of  the  delegation. 

George  S.  Boutwell  of  Groton  succeeded  Mr.  Train  in  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Congress,  the  number  of  the  district  having  been  changed  to 
the  Seventh.  Mr.  Boutwell's  eminent  abilities  at  once  asserted 
themselves,  making  him  one  of  the  prominent  representatives  of 
the  Bay  State  in  the  lower  house  of  Congress.  He  was  made  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  in  the  Thirty-ninth 
Congress  was  in  addition  on  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 
His  services  were  especially  valuable  in  the  perplexing  period  of  re- 
construction which  followed  the  war. 

Goldsmith  F.  Bailey  of  Fitchburg  was  elected  from  the  Xinth 
district  in  the  autumn  of  1860  as  the  successor  of  Eli  Thaver,  who 
in  the  Thirty-sixth  Congress  had  been  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands.  Mr.  Bailey  was  appointed  on  the  Committee  on 
Territories,  but  his  congressional  service  was  a  constant  struggle 
with  failing  health.  He  became  entirely  prostrated  early  in  1862, 
making  his  last  appearance  in  the  House  about  the  close  of  February, 
and  died  at  his  home  in  Fitchburg  on  tho  8th  of  May. 

Amasa  Walker  of  North  Brookfield  served  in  the  third  session 
of  the  Thirty-seventh  Congress  as  Mr.  Goldsmith's  successor  for 
the  unexpired  portion  of  his  term. 

John  D.  Baldwin  of  Worcester  represented  the  Eighth  district 
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(formerly  the  Ninth)  in  the  Thirty-eighth  Congress.  He  at  once 
proved  himself  a  "  working  member  "  and  an  earnest  and  able  ad- 
vocate of  the  principles  of  his  party  and  the  hearty  supporter  of  the 
cause  of  the  national  government.  Early  in  his  service  he  offered 
a  resolution  which  was  adopted,  calling  for  the  rejection  of  "  all 
propositions  for  negotiation  with  the  so-called  authorities  at  Rich- 
mond, short  of  the  unconditional  submission  of  the  revolted  states 
to  the  general  government."  During  his  first  term  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  on  Public  Buildings,  the  joint 
Committee  on  Printing  and  the  special  Committee  on  Emigration. 
Being  re-elected  for  a  second  term,  he  continued  on  the  first  named 
committee  and  was  also  on  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Charles  Delano  of  Northampton,  from  the  Tenth  district  was 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the 
Committee  on  the  Militia,  in  the  Thirty-seventh  Congress,  and 
rendered  especially  valuable  service  in  the  House  in  regard  to  the 
development  of  the  capacity  of  the  Springfield  Armory  and  other 
matters  pertaining  to  the  arming  of  the  troops  which  were  being 
called  into  the  field. 

William  B.  Washburn  of  Greenfield  represented  the  Ninth  dis- 
trict in  the  Thirty-eighth  Congress,  being  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions  and  that  on  Roads  and  Canals.  Being 
re-elected  for  the  succeeding  term,  he  served  on  the  Committees  on 
Claims  and  on  Revolutionary  Pensions.  While  a  faithful  and  re- 
spected member  of  the  delegation,  Mr.  Washburn  was  by  nature 
and  inclination  rather  adapted  to  work  in  the  committee  room  than 
to  oratorical  appeals  to  his  associates  and  the  country. 

Henry  L.  Dawes  of  Adams  began  his  congressional  career  in  the 
Thirty-sixth  Congress,  and  it  is  no  more  than  just  to  designate  him 
as  being  through  the  entire  period  of  the  war  and  his  subsequent 
service  as  a  Representative  the  leader  of  the  Massachusetts  delega- 
tion in  the  House  of  Representatives.  He  was  throughout  the  war 
period  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Elections,  being  its  chairman 
during  the  Thirty-eighth  Congress — a  position  of  great  difficulty,  as 
questions  of  the  most  important  and  perplexing  nature  were  con- 
stantly coming  before  the  committee  and  the  House.  But  his  ver- 
satile nature  was  not  confined  to  the  single  line  of  work  in  which 
he  perhaps  rendered  the  most  valuable  service.    He  served  also  in 
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the  Thirty-sixth  Congress  on  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in 
the  State  Department,  in  the  Thirty-seventh  on  the  select  Commit- 
tee on  Contracts  for  the  Government,  and  in  the  Thirty -ninth  on 
Coinage,  Weights  and  Measures  ;  he  was  frequently  in  the  chair  of 
the  House  when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  in  whatever  per- 
tained to  the  welfare  of  the  national  government  and  of  his  Com- 
monwealth as  a  member  of  the  Union,  he  was  ever  alert,  indefati- 
gable and  able.  Mr.  Dawes  is  the  only  member  of  the  Massachu- 
setts'delegation  during  the  war  still  in  the  National  Congress. 
Passing  from  the  House  to  the  Senate  in  1875  as  the  successor  of 
William  15.  Washburn,  who  filled  Sumner's  unexpired  term,  he  has 
served  more  than  14  years  in  the  upper  branch,  with  good  promise 
for  continued  usefulness  in  years  to  come. 

It  is  not  implied,  nor  must  it  be  understood,  that  in  the  very  brief 
outline  thus  given  of  the  work  of  each  member  of  Congress  any 
allowance  is  made  for  the  ceaseless  round  of  routine  duties  which 
came  to  each,  or  to  the  thousand  constantly  recurring  questions  of 
national  and  local  importance  which  demanded  the  time  and  the 
earnest  consideration  of  all.  There  is  no  public  record  which  speci- 
fies these  minor  matters — the  vigilance,  the  anxiety,  the  doubts  and 
fears  and  sorrows  of  that  crucial  time  cannot  be  described  ;  they 
can  be  but  very  imperfectly  imagined.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  in  no 
case  did  a  member  from  Massachusetts  prove  other  than  a  faithful 
patriot,  an  intelligent  legislator  and. a  worthy  representative  of  his 
Commonwealth.    If  this  be  high  praise,  it  is  not  too  high. 

It  was  entirely  in  keeping  with  her  record  in  other  directions  that 
Massachusetts  should  be  found  holding  the  post  of  honor  in  the 
diplomatic  service  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  courts.  It  was 
early  socn  that  the  most  important  position  in  this  service  was  to 
be  that  at  the  court  of  St.  James.  The  sentiment  of  the  English 
people  was  largely  in  favor  of  the  Confederacy,  and  their  natural 
predilections  were  strengthened  by  the  arts  of  diplomacy  and  the 
vast  material  interests  entering  into  the  problem.  The  cotton  crop 
of  the  Southern  states  was  a  neeessity  to  the  myriad  spindles  of 
British  manufacturers ;  the  new  government  needed  manufactures 
of  every  kind,  especially  munitions  of  war;  its  bonds  had  been 
placed  upon  the  London  market;  the  blockade  of  the  Southern 
ports  shut  otf  the  supply  of  cotton,  the  mills  stopped  and  the  opera- 
tives suffered  ;  the  same  blockade  largely  closed  the  market  for  the 
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goods  England  would  have  sent  to  the  South,  and  made  such  traffic 
as  w  as  conducted  by  blockade  runners  dangerous  and  disreputable ; 
the  Mason  and  Slidell  affair  lashed  the  excited  minds  of  British 
leaders  to  the  verge  of  warlike  measures ;  the  fitting  out  of  priva- 
teers in  British  ports  further  complicated  the  relations  between  the 
two  nations. 

In  the  midst  of  this  scene  of  excitement  a  strong,  able,  fearless 
man  represented  at  London  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
Charles  Francis  Adams  of  Quincy  had  been  appointed  by  Mr.  Lin- 
coln to  that  responsible  place,  and  nobly  did  he  justify  the  wisdom 
of  his  selection.  The  son  and  the  grandson  of  a  president  of  the 
United  States,  he  was  naturally  and  by  education  a  statesman  ; 
thoroughly  grounded  in  international  law,  courtly,  patient,  shrewd, 
proud  of  his  country  and  indefatigable  in  maintaining  her  rights, 
he  was  eminently  fitted  for  the  trying  duties  upon  which  he  entered 
'  about  the  middle  of  May,  1801,  continuing  them  till  the  close  of 
the  war.  If  with  his  skillful  band  upon  the  helm  of  his  country's 
interests  there  were  moments  of  gravest  apprehension,  it  is  easy  to 
realize  that  with  a  less  able  representative  there  the  result  might 
have  been  far  different.  In  doing  this  duty  faithfully  and  ably,  Mr. 
Adams  won  a  high  place  in  the  regard  of  those  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact,  so  that  at  the  elosc  of  the  war  be  was  enabled  to  render 
further  and  scarcely  less  marked  service  in  connection  with  the 
Alabama  claims,  the  Fenian  question  as  it  affected  American  citi- 
zens, and  the  Geneva  tribunal  of  1872,  which  awarded  to  the  United 
States  fifteen  and  a  half  million  dollars  as  compensation  for  the 
damages  by  Confederate  cruisers  fitted  out  in  British  ports.  In  the 
latter  case  he  was  the  representative  of  his  country  on  the  commis- 
sion, being  appointed  by  President  Grant  in  recognition  of  his 
eminent  qualifications  for  the  position. 

While  Mr.  Adams  filled  the  position  of  minister  to  England,  J. 
Lothrop  Motley  represented  the  government  at  the  Austrian  court, 
and  Anson  Burlingame  at  the  Chinese.  Of  course  neither  of  these 
positions  compared  in  importance  with  that  held  by  Mr.  Adam  .; 
vet  the  two  Massachusetts  men  who  held  them  filled  abh*  their  sla- 
tions.  and  Mr.  Burlingame,  in  opening  the  ports  of  China  to  Die 
world,  though  the  event  had  no  direct  relation  to  the  great  civil  con- 
test in  this  country,  did  a  work  which  marked  an  important  epoch 
in  the  history  of  the  Chinese  Empire. 
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The  Commonweal tli  might  well  be  proud  of  its  sons  in  whatever 
position  they  were  placed.  On  the  field,  those  who  bore  its  banners 
beside  those  of  the  Union  bore  them  with  honor ;  in  the  halls  of 
legislation,  on  the  public  forum,  in  the  executive  office  or  in  the 
pregnant  sessions  of  the  council  chamber,  when  the  most  moment- 
ous issues  might  rest  upon  a  single  word ; — wherever  the  firm  pur- 
pose of  the  patriot  helped  to  forge  from  the  fires  of  a  bitter  strife 
a  newer  and  a  better  life,  worthy  representatives  of  the  Bay  State 
were  found.  Those  were  momentous  times,  which  wrote  their  im- 
press deep  on  the  destiny  of  'Humanity,  and  in  the  march  of  the 
mighty  forces  which  wrought  out  the  problems  of  those  days  Mas- 
sachusetts men  and  Massachusetts  ideas  were  privileged  to  lead. 
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THE  First  Massachusetts  Infantry  Regiment  had  the  honorable 
distinction  of  being  the  first  to  leave  the  state  for  three  years' 
service,  and  the  first  for  that  terra  of  enlistment  to  reach 
Washington  from  any  quarter.  It  was  composed  of  five  companies 
of  the  original  First  Militia  Regiment  reinforced  with  volunteers  to 
bring  the  organization  up  to  the  national  regulation.  Its  services 
were  offered  under  the  call  for  militia  regiments  for  three  months, 
though  it  was  not  sent  at  that  time ;  but  the  call  for  the  longer 
period  was  promptly  accepted  by  it.  Four  companies  were  mus- 
tered into  service  on  the  23d  of  May,  1861,  four  more  on  the  24th, 
one  on  the  2f)th,  and  the  last  with  the  field  and  staff  officers  on 
the  27th, — the  original  commissions  bearing  date  from  the  22d  to 
the  25th.  As  in  all  the  regiments  organized  during  that  period, 
many  of  the  companies  adopted  distinctive  titles,  by  which  they 
liked  best  to  be  known, — a  custom  taken  from  the  state  militia. 
The  make-up  of  the  regiment  and  the  original  roster  of  officers 
were  as  follows;  Boston  being  the  place  of  residence  unless  other- 
wise designated : — 

Colonel,  Robert  Cowdin;  lieutenant  colonel,  George  D.  Wells; 
major,  Charles  P.  Chandler ;  surgeon,  Richard  H.  Salter ;  assistant 
surgeon,  Samuel  A.  Green;  chaplain,  Rev.  Warren  H.  Cudworth; 
adjutant,  William  II.  Lawrence;  quartermaster,  John  R.  Lee  of  Salem; 
sergeant  major,  James  H.  Hall;  commissary  sergeant,  John  B,  Gihbs; 
quartermaster  sergeant,  William  P.  Cowie ;  hospital  steward,  Alfred 
C.  Dana ;  principal  musician,  Charles  C.  Cooke. 

Company  A — Captain,  Edward  A.  Wild;  first  lieutenant,  William 
L.  Candler;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  L.  Chandler,  all  of  Brookline. 

Company  B,  Union  Guards  of  East  Boston  —  Captain,  Edward 
Pearl:  first  lieutenant,  George  H.  Smith;  second  lieutenant,  Charles 
S.  Kendall. 

Company  C,  North  End  True  Blues  of  Boston — Captain,  Gardner 
Walker;  first  lieutenant,  Joseph  Hibbert,  Jr.;  second  lieutenant, 
Daniel  G.  E.  Dickinson  of  Cambridge. 
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Company  D,  Roxbury  City  Guards — Captain,  Ebenezer  W.  Stone, 
Jr.,  of  Roxbury;  first  lieutenant,  Charles  M.  Jordan;  second  lieuten- 
ant, Oliver  Walton,  2d. 

Company  E,  Pulaski  Guards  of  South  Boston  —  Captain,  Clark  B. 
Baldwin;  first  lieutenant,  George  H.  Johnston;  second  lieutenant, 
Miles  Farwell. 

Company  F,  National  Guards  of  Boston  —  Captain,  Alfred  W. 
Adams;  first  lieutenant,  John  L.  Rogers  of  Charlestown;  second  lieu- 
tenant, George  E.  Henry. 

Company  G,  Independent  Boston  Fusileers  — Captain,  Henry  A. 
Snow  of  Somerville;  first  lieutenant,  Francis  II.  Ward;  second  lieu- 
tenant, William  H.  B.  Smith  of  Cambridge. 

Company  H,  Chelsea  Volunteers — Captain,  Sumner  Carruth;  first 
lieutenant,  Albert  S.  Austin;  second  lieutenant,  Robert  A.  Saunders. 

Company  I,  Schouler  Guards  of  Boston — Captain,  Charles  E.  Rand; 
first  lieutenant,  Charles  E.  Madge;  second  lieutenant,  Elijah  B. 
Gill,  Jr. 

Company  K,  Chadwick  Light  Infantry  of  Roxbury — Captain,  Abial 
G.  Chamberlain;  first  lieutenant,  William  H.  Sutherland;  second 
lieutenant,  Francis  W.  Carruth,  all  of  Roxbury. 

From  the  25th  of  May  to  the  1st  of  June  the  regiment  made  its 
quarters  at  Faneuil  Hall,  but  on  the  latter  date  a  change  was  made 
to  a  vacant  ice-house  on  the  borders  of  Fresh  pond  in  Cambridge, 
which  was  named  Camp  Ellsworth,  in  honor  of  the  assassinated 
colonel  whose  fate  was  then  fresh  in  the  public  mind.  The  new 
location  proving  unhealthy,  another  change  was  made  on  the  13th 
of  June — this  time  to  barracks  in  North  Cambridge,  which  were 
designated  as  Camp  Cameron,  in  compliment  to  the  secretary  of  war. 

The  day  following  the  occupation  of  the  new  quarters,  however, 
orders  were  received  to  prepare  for  departure  to  active  service,  and 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  loth  the  regiment  marched  to  Boston, 
where  after  hurried  farewells  and  the  presentation  of  a  national 
banner,  cars  were  taken  for  Groton,  Ct.,  by  way  of  Providence. 
At  Groton  the  cars  were  exchanged  for  the  steamer  Commonwealth 
on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  and  that  afternoon  the  command  de- 
barked at  Jersey  City  and  proceeded  by  rail  toward  Washington. 
Philadelphia  was  reached  at  daylight  of  the  17th,  and  after  enjoy- 
ing the  bountiful  hospitality  which  the  Quaker  City  extended  to  all 
Union  soldiers  who  passed  through  her  streets,  the  journey  was 
resumed. 

There  was  much  apprehension  as  Baltimore  was  approached,  for 
the  riot  which  had  occurred  on  the  passage  of  the  Sixth  Regiment 
was  fresh  in  every  mind  ;  ball  cartridges  were  distributed,  muskets 
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loaded  and  capped  ;  but  there  was  no  hostile  demonstration,  though 
the  streets  were  filled  with  a  motley  throng,  and  at  7  o'clock  that 
evening  the  national  capital  was  reached,  the  command,  after 
marching  up  Pennsylvania  avenue,  being  quartered  later  on  in 
some  vacant  buildings.  After  enjoying  "  the  freedom  of  the  city  " 
till  the  19th  the  First  Regiment  resumed  its  journey,  marching 
through  Georgetown  to  a  point  on  the  Potomac  some  two  miles 
below  Chain  Bridge,  where  Camp  Banks  was  established.  The 
First  were  brigaded  with  the  Second  and  Third  Michigan  and 
Twelfth  New  York,  the  brigade  commander  being  Colonel  I.  B. 
Richardson  of  the  Second  Michigan,  for  whom  the  brigade  was 
named. 

Camp  Banks  was  occupied  till  the  opening  of  the  Bull  Run  cam- 
paign, though  on  the  8th  of  July  Companies  I  and  K  were  sent  to 
Great  Falls  on  the  Potomac  under  command  of  Major  Chandler,  to 
guard  an  important  part  of  the  Washington  aqueduct.  They  re- 
turned to  the  regiment  on  the  night  of  the  14th,  and  the  afternoon 
of  the  16th  witnessed  the  crossing  of  the  Potomac  by  the  brigade 
at  Chain  Bridge,  en  route  to  the  battle-field.  Late  in  the  evening 
Vienna  was  reached  and  bivouac  made  in  an  open  field,  the  march 
being  continued  next  day  through  Germantown  and  Fairfax  Court 
House  to  the  outskirts  of  Centerville,  where  another  night  was 
passed. 

In  the  skirmish  at  Blackburn's  Ford  on  the  following  day  the 
regiment  had  its  first  taste  of  battle,  losing  13  killed,  including 
Second  Lieutenant  William  H.  B.  Smith  of  Cambridge,  and  over 
20  wounded  and  missing.  The  regiment  was  posted  on  the  left  of 
the  road  leading  to  the  ford,  Companies  G  and  H  under  Lieutenant. 
Colonel  Wells  being  deployed  as  skirmishers  and  sharply  engaged, 
suffering  most  of  the  loss.  That  night  the  regiment  returned  to 
Centerville  for  its  bivouac,  but  next  day  advanced  to  the  vicinity 
of  the  battle-ground,  where  its  picket  line  opposed  that  of  the 
enemv  till  the  battle  of  Bull  Run  on  the  21st. 

During  that  action  three  companies  of  the  regiment  were  posted 
as  skirmishers  and  on  special  duty  as  outposts,  but  there  was  no 
engagement  on  that  part  of  the  field  till  the  Union  forces  began  to 
retreat;  then  the  Confederates  became  demonstrative,  but  there 
had  been  little  more  than  an  exchange  of  shots  on  the  skirmish 
line  when  a  general  retreat  was  ordered  and  the  First  withdrew, 
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having  lost  Lieutenant  Gill  of  Company  I  killed  and  one  Or  two 
wounded.  Pausing  for  a  few  hours  near  Centerville  to  assist  in 
covering  the  retreat,  the  regiment  made  its  way  through  the  re- 
mainder of  the  night  and  the  following  day  to  its  old  camp  on  the 
Washington  side  of  the  Potomac. 

The  brigade  again  crossed  into  Virginia  on  the  23d,  and  in  a  day 
or  two  the  First  found  themselves  placed  in  Fort  Albany  as  a 
garrisoning  force,  exercise  at  the  heavy  guns  being  added  to  their 
other  duties.  But  this  did  not  long  continue.  The  brigade  as  then 
constituted  was  not  a  harmonious  organization,  and  on  the  13th  of 
August  a  change  was  made  by  which  the  First  were  attached  to 
General  Hooker's  brigade,  composed  of  the  Eleventh  Massachu- 
setts, Second  New  Hampshire  and  Twenty -sixth  Pennsylvania. 
On  that  day,  through  a  drenching  rain,  the  regiment  recrossed  the 
Potomac  and  marched  to  a  favorably  located  camp  near  Bladens- 
burg,  known  as  Camp  Union,  where  the  regiment  soon  after  built 
Fort  Lincoln — one  of  the  cordon  surrounding  Washington. 

On  the  9th  of  September  the  regiment  was  ordered  into  lower 
Maryland,  where  strong  secession  feeling  existed,  and  where  con- 
siderable quantities  of  arms  and  other  articles  contraband  of  war 
were  found  and  removed.  These  operations  occupied  till  the  7th  of 
October,  when  the  First  returned  to  camp,  and  seven  days  later, 
General  Hooker  having  been  assigned  to  command  the  division, 
Colonel  Cowdin  succeeded  him  as  brigade  commander, — Lieutenant 
Colonel  Wells  taking  charge  of  the  regiment. 

Soon  after  this  General  Hooker's  division  was  removed  from  the 
vicinity  of  Washington  and  posted  along  the  northern  bank  of  the 
Lower  Potomac  to  watch  the  Confederates  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  where  with  a  strong  force  and  abundant  batteries  they 
threatened  to  entirely  close  the  water-way  to  the  national  capital. 
The  First  Regiment  broke  camp  October  24,  and  within  three  days 
marched  to  Posey's  plantation,  55  miles  from  Washington,  where 
in  Camp  Hooker,  at  Budd's  Point,  it  remained  till  the  Confederates 
abandoned  the  blockade  of  the  Potomac. 

With  true  Massachusetts  spirit,  Thanksgiving  day  was  observed 
with  as  much  of  a  feast  as  circumstances  permitted  and  with  other 
exercises,  while  there  was  a  similar  observance  of  Christmas. 
The  mouth  of  Quantico  Creek  was  directly  opposite  the  regimental 
camp,  where  the  enemy  had  formidable  fortifications,  which  made 
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of  every  passing  vessel  a  target.  Under  these  circumstances  there 
was  no  lack  of  excitement  and  adventure  as  the  winter  months 
wore  away  ;  though  the  part  taken  by  the  regiment,  in  addition  to 
picket  and  observation,  was  confined  to  some  few  enterprises  which 
were  rather  calculated  to  test  the  heroic  qualities  of  small  details 
than  to  make  history  for  the  First  Massachusetts  as  an  organiza- 
tion. During  the  winter  a  temperance  society,  a  literary  organiza- 
tion and  a  church  were  formed  by  members  of  the  regiment,  all  of 
which  exerted  a  valuable  influence. 

General  Henry  M.  Naglee  took  command  of  the  brigade  on  the 
19th  of  February,  Colonel  Cowdin  returning  to  his  regiment.  The 
Confederates  abandoned  their  works  March  9,  first  setting  fire  to 
everything  that  would  burn,  and  immediately  detachments  of  the 
First  were  rowed  across  and  planted  the  Union  standards  on  the 
evacuated  fortifications,  which  were  speedily  dismantled.  The 
regiment  embarked  on  the  steamer  Kennebec  April  4,  and  five  days 
later  was  landed  at  Ship  Point  on  the  York  river,  where  the  brigade 
remained  on  duty  until  the  16th,  when  it  moved  to  the  front  near 
Yorktown. 

About  this  time  the  command  of  the  brigade  passed  to  General 
Cuvier  G rover,  and  on  the  morning  of  April  6  Company  H  of  the 
First,  supported  by  Companies  A«  and  I  of  the  First  and  two  com- 
panies of  the  Eleventh,  were  selected  to  capture  a  lunette  in  front 
of  Yorktown  which  had  given  much  annoyance  to  the  Union  picket 
lines.  The  dash  was  gallantly  made,  the  offending  work  being  car- 
ried at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  by  the  single  company  set  to  the 
task,  15  of  the  garrison  being  captured,  though  at  a  loss  to  the 
charging  company  of  four  killed  and  14  wounded.  The  intrench- 
ment  being  leveled  to  the  ground  by  the  supporting  detachment, 
the  entire  party  returned  to  their  own  lines  without  further  loss. 

Following  the  evacuation  of  Yorktown  on  the  4th  of  May, 
Hookers  division  pursued  the  retreating  enemy  with  energy,  though 
a  heavy  rain  was  falling,  and  on  confronting  him  near  Fort  Magru- 
der  the  impulsive  "  Fighting  Joe,"  as  he  was  thenceforth  called, 
accepted  the  challenge  and  opened  the  sharply  contested  battle  of 
Williamsburg.  During  the  engagement  the  First  Massachusetts 
were  on  the  skirmish  line  and  fought  valiantly,  suffering  a  loss  of 
seven  killed,  32  wounded,  and  a  few  missing.  On  the  8th  the  brig- 
ade was  detailed  for  provost  duty  at  Williamsburg,  Lieutenant 
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Colonel  Wells  being  provost  marshal  of  the  post,  and  in  the  multi- 
tudinous duties  of  the  position  a  week  was  passed,  when  the  march 
Richmond-ward  was  resumed.  On  the  23d  the  Chickahominy  was 
crossed  at  Bottom's  bridge,  and  after  two  days'  delay  the  regiment 
went  into  camp  at  Poplar  Hill,  an  eminence  in  the  vast  track 
known  as  White  Oak  Swamp,  in  which  General  Heintzelman's  Third 
Corps  was  located. 

The  lines  of  Federal  advance  being  at  that  time  within  six  miles 
of  Richmond,  the  First,  in  common  with  the  other  troops  of  the 
corps,  were  kept  constantly  on  the  alert  by  reconnaissances  and 
skirmishes,  none  of  which  were  of  especial  note  till  the  sanguinary 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  on  the  31st  of  May.  In  that  engagement 
Grover's  Brigade  had  no  active  part,  being  ordered  to  hold  Poplar 
Hill,  which  fortunately  was  not  reached  by  the  enemy.  After  the 
repulse  of  the  Confederates  on  the  1st  of  June,  Casey's  Division 
of  the  Fourth  Corps,  which  had  suffered  severely  in  the  first  dash 
of  the  foe,  was  retired  to  Poplar  Hill  and  Grover's  command  took 
its  place  on  the  Williamsburg  road  in  the  midst  of  White  Oak 
Swamp, — a  very  trying  position.  The  unburied  bodies  of  men  and 
horses  tainted  the  air ;  the  malaria  of  the  swamps  was  sufficient  to 
destroy  the  most  vigorous  constitution ;  the  labor  required  was 
severe.  While  here  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wells  was  assigned  to 
temporarily  command  the  Twenty -sixth  Pennsylvania,  and  Grover's 
Brigade  was  strengthened  by  the  addition,  June  12,  of  the  Six- 
teenth Massachusetts  Regiment,  Colonel  Powell  T.  Wyman. 

General  Hooker  wras  ordered  soon  after  to  feel  the  enemy  in  the 
direction  of  Richmond,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  June  25  he 
pushed  Grover's  Brigade  forward  through  the  swamp,  the  First 
Massachusetts  on  the  lead.  The  Confederates  were  soon  located 
by  their  line  of  fire — for  nothing  could  be  seen  through  the  thicket 
— when  the  First  made  a  gallant  dash  and  captured  the  rifle-pits. 
The  enemy  being  reinforced  regained  them  soon  after,  but  the 
Massachusetts  boys  made  a  second  charge  with  such  valor  that  they 
again  drove  out  the  southerners  and  this  time  the  works  were  held, 
notwithstanding  repeated  assaults  during  the  day  and  evening. 
The  loss  of  the  First  was  nine  killed  and  55  wounded. 

During  McClellan's  "change  of  base,"  which  immediately  en- 
sued, the  regiment  had  many  a  post  of  honor.  On  the  morning  of 
the  29th  it  was  marched  to  the  front  to  hold  a  certain  redoubt  till 
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the  rest  of  the  division  had  withdrawn  to  a  safe  distance,  which  a 
fog  enabled  it  to  do  without  observation ;  but  at  noon  the  brigade, 
forming  the  Union  rear  guard,  was  overtaken  by  the  pursuing  Con- 
federates at  Savage's  Station — McClellan's  former  head-quarters. 
During  the  sharp  engagement  which  resulted  in  the  repulse  of  the 
enemy  the  First  supported  Battery  K  of  the  Fourth  United  States 
Artillery. 

In  the  battle  of  Glendale  the  next  day,  where  a  most  determined 
attempt  was  made  to  cut  the  Federal  army  in  two,  the  First  again 
suffered  heavy  loss.  In  making  a  charge  at  evening,  with  the  rest 
of  the  brigade,  it  penetrated  to  a  position  where  it  received  a  fire 
from  three  sides,  and  only  escaped  annihilation  by  making  a  rapid 
retreat.  In  killed,  wounded  and  missing  the  loss  was  62,  among 
the  slain  being  Major  Chandler  and  Lieutenant  Sutherland. 

The  regiment  was  not  actively  engaged  at  the  battle  of  Malvern 
Hill  on  the  1st  of  July,  and  the  following  day  moved  with  the  army 
to  Harrison's  Landing,  where  more  than  a  month  was  given  to  re- 
cuperation, while  the  next  move  in  the  great  game  of  war  was  being 
decided  upon.  At  this  time  the  regiment  bade  adieu  to  its  band, 
the  government  having  decided  that  one  brass-band  must  furnish 
the  music  for  each  brigade ;  but  in  lieu  of  the  band  an  additional 
assistant  surgeon  was  allowed  to  each  regiment,  that  officer  for  the 
First  being  Dr.  T.  Fletcher  Oakes  of  South  Dartmouth.  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Wells  also  left  the  regiment  at  this  time,  to  become 
colonel  of  the  Thirty-fourth. 

The  only  military  event  of  importance  during  the  stay  at  Har- 
rison's Landing  was  a  reconnaissance  by  General  Hooker's  Division 
on  the  4th  of  August,  which  encountered  the  enemy  the  following 
morning  and  took  a  hundred  prisoners — the  total  loss  of  the  First 
being  one  man  slightly  wounded.  On  the  15th  Grover's  Brigade 
covered  the  retreat  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  the  Landing, 
the  First  embarking  at  Williamsburg  on  the  20th  and  four  days  later 
landing  at  Alexandria,  a  few  miles  from  which  it  went  into  camp, 
but  only  for  a  few  hours.  That  afternoon  cars  were  taken  and  the 
regiment  rode  to  Warrenton  Junction,  which  brought  it  so  near  to 
the  enemy  that  the  train  on  its  return  trip  was  captured  and  de- 
stroyed. 

One  day  of  comparative  rest  followed,  but  before  light  of  the 
27th  the  regiment  was  called  from  slumber  to  share  with  the  rest 


Digitized  by  Google 


100 


MASSACHUSETTS  IX  THE  WAR. 


of  Hooker's  Division  in  the  movement  in  search  of  Stonewall  Jack- 
son, who  was  getting  to  the  rear  of  General  Pope's  retiring  army. 
In  the  defeat  of  the  Confederate  force  under  General  Ewcll  at  Bris- 
toe's  Station  that  afternoon,  after  a  sharp  march,  drover's  Brigade 
had  not  an  active  part,  being  in  support  of  the  troops  actually  en- 
gaged. The  First  remained  near  the  Station  till  the  middle  of  the 
following  afternoon,  when  it  marched  to  the  Bull  Run  battle-field 
and  halted  for  the  night,  but  before  daybreak  was  in  motion  again. 

For  a  time  after  reaching  the  field  of  the  Second  Bull  Run  bat- 
tle, some  hours  after  the  opening  of  the  engagement,  Grover's  Brig- 
ade supported  a  battery ;  but  about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon, 
the  artillerists  having  been  driven  from  their  pieces  by  the  severity 
of  the  enemy's  fire,  General  Groverwas  ordered  to  charge  the  woods 
in  his  front.  It  was  a  forlorn  undertaking,  with  no  supports  or 
artillery  assisting,  but  the  gallant  brigade  forced  its  way  over  the 
natural  difficulties  and  through  two  opposing  lines  of  battle  to  a 
railroad  bank,  where  it  received  a  terrible  lire  from  a  third  line, 
when  the  First  and  its  fellow-regiments,  having  done  all  that  human 
valor  could  do,  fell  back  to  the  shelter  of  the  Federal  artillery. 
This  charge,  though  hopeless  from  the  start,  was  one  of  the  finest 
and  bravest  of  tho  war.  The  loss  of  the  First  regiment  was  20 
killed  and  fatally  hurt,  51  wounded  and  two  missing,  among  the 
killed  being  First  Lieutenant  John  M.  Mandeville  of  Chelsea. 

Following  the  battle  of  Chantilly  on  the  1st  of  September,  Hook- 
er's Division  fell  back  to  the  vicinity  of  Alexandria,  w^here,  a  short 
distance  from  Fort  Lyon,  the  First  went  into  camp  September  5. 
Soon  after  a  considerable  number  of  recruits  joined  the  regiment, 
and  us  many  of  those  wounded  in  the  early  part  of  the  campaign 
returned,  the  command  again  presented  a  battalion  line  of  respecta- 
ble numbers.  A  number  of  important  changes  in  officers  occurred 
while  the  division  rested  in  the  Washington  defenses.  General 
Hooker,  being  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  First  Corps,  bade 
adieu  to  his  well-tried  division  after  stipulating  that  it  should  have 
a  season  of  rest  in  recognition  of  its  heroic  services.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  General  G rover,  which  again  placed  Colonel  Cowdin  tem- 
porarily in  command  of  the  brigade  ;  but  the  latter  being  promoted 
soon  after  and  assigned  to  a  different  command,  the  brigade  was 
given  to  General  Joseph  B.  Carr.  The  regiment  was  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Baldwin,  promoted  from  captain  of  Company 
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E,  Captain  Gardner  Walker  of  Company  C  being  commissioned 
major. 

The  dash  of  General  Stuart's  cavalry  around  McClellan's  army 
on  the  10th  of  October  created  general  alarm,  and  in  consequence 
the  FirstRegiment  was  detailed  to  garrison  the  works  on  Munsons 
Hill,  a  strategic  point  some  six  miles  from  Washington.  Here  it 
remained  for  ten  days  without  event  of  importance,  when  prepar- 
ations were  made  to  co-operate  in  the  southward  movement  of  the 
army  under  McClcllan.  On  the  31st  the  division,  then  commanded 
by  General  Sickles,  received  marching  orders  and  set  forth  the  next 
morning.  After  proceeding  a  short  distance  the  First  Regiment 
was  detached  for  provost  duty  at  Fairfax  Court  House  and  Fairfax 
Station,  and  at  these  points,  incidentally  guarding  the  railroad  for 
several  miles  in  either  direction,  the  command  remained  till  the  25th 
of  November.  Orders  were  then  received  to  join  the  division,  which 
was  overtaken  in  front  of  Fredericksburg  on  the  3d  of  December. 

In  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  the  First  did  not  have  an  im- 
portant part.  They  crossed  the  river  about  noon  of  the  13th,  and 
at  once  proceeded  to  relieve  a  part  of  the  picket  line  below  the  city 
connecting  the  right  under  General  Sumner  with  the  left  under 
General  Franklin.  This  position  they  retained  till  the  retreat,  and 
were  among  the  last  to  leave  the  field,  the  loss  of  the  regiment 
l>eing  34,  of  whom  three  only  were  killed  or  fatally. hurt.  On  the 
following  morning  Colonel  Napoleon  B.  McLaughlen,  promoted 
from  captain  in  the  Regular  Army,  assumed  command  of  the  First, 
which  he  held  till  the  close  of  its  service. 

No  sooner  was  his  command  settled  in  camp  after  the  battle  than 
the  new  commander  gave  it  a  thorough  reorganization,  bringing  it 
to  a  high  state  of  discipline.  Early  in  January  the  division  shifted 
its  camping  ground  to  a  more  favorable  locality,  where  substantial 
winter  quarters  were  constructed,  the  monotony  of  inaction  being 
broken  only  by  drill,  picket  and  camp  duties.  With  the  rest  of  the 
army,  the  First  had  its  full  share  in  the  dismal  flounderings  of  the 
"Mud  March,"  which  began  January  20,  and  a  more  extended  trip 
up  the  Rappahannock  was  made  on  the  5th  of  February,  the  regi- 
ment going  out  to  guard  a  ford  while  a  cavalry  column  proceeded 
to  destroy  a  bridge  at  Rappahannock  Station.  The  expedition  was 
successful,  though  made  in  a  dismal  storm. 

The  Chancellorsville  campaign  began,  so  far  as  the  First  Regi- 
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ment  was  concerned,  on  the  afternoon  of  April  28,  when  the  divis- 
ion— then  commanded  by  General  Berry — broke  camp  and  marched 
toward  the  lower  crossing  of  the  Rappahannock,  where  the  follow- 
ing morning  some  troops  of  the  Sixth  Corps  crossed  and  bridges 
were  laid.  That  being  successfully  accomplished  the  Third  Corps 
proceeded  up  the  river  to  join  Hooker's  main  body  at  Chancellors- 
ville,  the  First  Massachusetts  being  detailed  to  escort  a  wagon  train 
and  rejoining  its  brigade,  then  in  reserve,  just  at  the  close  of  the 
fighting  of  the  1st  of  May. 

The  position  then  assumed  was  not  changed  till  the  breaking  of 
the  Eleventh  Corps  the  following  afternoon  called  the  division  to 
check  the  Confederate  advance,  which  it  was  largely  instrumental 
in  doing.  As  the  First  were  firing  down  the  Plank  road  at  the 
time  Stonewall  Jackson  was  mortally  wounded  upon  it  that  evening, 
it  is  probable  that  he  received  his  wounds  from  their  bullets.  The 
Federal  lines,  being  established  and  valiantly  held  at  this  point 
through  the  night,  were  desperately  attacked  the  following  morn- 
ing. A  determined  resistance  was  made  till  the  ammunition  of 
both  infantry  and  artillery  gave  out,  when  some  of  the  defenders 
retired,  exposing  the  rest  on  the  flank  so  that  the  entire  first  line 
had  to  be  withdrawn.  A  line  some  distance  to  the  rear  was  firmly 
held,  however,  though  in  trying  to  repair  the  mischief  of  the  first 
break  General  Berry  lost  his  life.  Forty-two  members  of  the  First 
Regiment  were  captured  in  the  retreat  to  the  second  position,  and 
the  other  losses  were  ten  killed,  including  Captain  Rand  of  Com- 
pany I,  and  46  wounded.  Captain  Parkinson  of  Company  G  was 
captured,  and  of  his  two  lieutenants,  one  was  wounded  and  the  other 
made  prisoner. 

The  regiment  returned  to  its  old  camp  on  the  6th  of  May,  but 
soon  moved  to  a  new  one  on  the  road  to  Potomac  Creek;  notwith- 
standing which  officers  and  men  suffered  much  from  sickness,  among 
those  dying  from  disease  being  Assistant  Surgeon  Neil  K.  Gunn  of 
Boston,  June  3,  who  had  only  been  in  the  service  since  March  18. 
For  five  weeks  following  the  return  to  camp  the  regiment  performed 
routine  duty  and  awaited  the  next  summons.  During  this  time  the 
Third  Corps  was  consolidated  into  two  divisions,  General  Birney 
continuing  to  command  the  First,  while  General  A.  A.  Humphreys 
was  assigned  to  the  Second,  of  which  Carr's  continued 'to  be  the 
First  Brigade. 
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On  the  11th  of  June  the  northward  movement  of  the  regiment 
began,  that  day's  march  being  to  Hartwood  Church  and  the  next 
day's  to  Beverly  Ford,  which  was  reached  at  10  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing. Then  for  two  days  no  movement  was  made,  the  ford  being 
held  in  force  while  the  strategy  of  the  campaign  developed.  Within 
that  time  it  became  clear  that  the  enemy's  main  army  was  moving 
northward,  and  the  ford  was  turned  over  to  a  body  of  cavalry  while 
the  First  Regiment  marched  all  night  to  reach  Warrenton  Junction. 
After  a  brief  rest  there  the  journey  was  continued  to  Bristoe's  Sta- 
tion and  thence  to  Centerville,  where  a  halt  of  a  day  was  made — 
Gum  Spring  on  the  Leesburg  pike  being  reached  on  the  19th.  There 
the  regiment  rested  for  six  days  while  the  whereabouts  and  evident 
intentions  of  the  enemy  were  further  canvassed. 

The  next  move,  on  the  25th  of  June,  was  by  way  of  Edwards 
Ferry  to  the  mouth  of  the  Monocacy,  through  a  very  disagreeable 
storm.  The  Potomac  was  crossed  at  5  and  the  command  plodded 
through  the  darkness  along  the  canal  tow-path  till  after  midnight 
before  reaching  its  destination.  The  regiment  had  never  seen  a 
march  so  disheartening  and  demoralizing ;  of  360  who  accompanied 
its  colors  in  the  morning,  only  40  maintained  their  places  in  the 
column  till  bivouac  was  reached.  For  four  days  succeeding  the 
march  was  kept  up,  leading  by  way  of  Jefferson,  Crampton's  Gap 
and  Taneytown  to  Emmittsburg,  which  was  reached  at  2  o'clock 
July  1.  There  the  men  pitched  their  tents,  but  had  barely  done  so 
when  tidings  of  the  battle  at  Gettysburg  came,  with  a  call  for  their 
assistance.  Taking  a  wrong  road  after  dark,  the  column  narrowly 
escaped  marching  directly  into  the  Confederate  lines ;  but  by  very 
quietly  countermarching  when  the  mistake  was  discovered  and  mak- 
ing a  detour  the  corps  reached  its  assigned  position  in  reserve  near 
Round  Top  sometime  past  midnight. 

In  forming  the  Federal  line  on  the  2d  of  July,  as  is  well  known, 
General  Sickles  advanced  his  command  about  noon  to  the  higher 
ground  in  his  front  near  the  Emmittsburg  road,  the  First  Massa- 
chusetts being  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  corps.  In  the  early  part 
of  the  conflict  with  Longstreet  that  afternoon  this  regiment  was  not 
involved,  but  as  the  left  of  the  corps  was  broken  and  driven  back 
the  wave  of  fire  in  all  its  fury  swept  upon  and  over  the  right. 
Smitten  in  front  and  flank,  the  gallant  brigade  was  crumbled  to  the 
rear  in  fragments  after  valiant  and  prolonged  resistance.    The  total 
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loss  of  the  First  m  this  engagement  was  123,  including  26  killed  or 
mortally  wounded,  among  the  former  being  Lieutenant  Henry  Hart- 
ley of  Williamsburg,  N.  Y.,  and  Color  Sergeant  Kelren  of  Company 
E  ;  77  were  wounded  and  20  missing.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Baldwin 
commanding  the  regiment  was  wounded,  and  the  loss  of  officers 
was  severe.  Notwithstanding  its  decimation,  a  portion  of  the  regi- 
ment, hastily  collected  by  Captain  McDonotigh,  joined  in  the  repulse 
of  the  Confederates  as  dusk  settled  over  the  scene. 

The  regiment  in  its  place  in  the  corps  moved  southward  on  the 
6th  in  the  roundabout  pursuit  which  followed  the  retreat  of  the 
enemy,  closing  in  upon  Lee's  battalions  as  they  were  supposed  to 
be  helplessly  at  bay  at  Willi amsport  a  week  later,  only  to  find  when 
an  attack  was  finally  decided  upon  that  they  were  again  safe  in 
Virginia.  On  the  17th  the  First  with  the  other  troops  of  the  corps 
crossed  the  Potomac  at  Harper's  Ferry.  Thence  moving  southward 
by  easy  stages  the  regiment  took  part  in  the  slight  engagement  by 
which  the  enemy  were  driven  from  Manassas  Gap,  occupying  the 
ground  thus  gained  for  a  day  or  two,  and  then  on  the  25th  and  26th 
marching  to  Warrenton,  beyond  which,  on  the  Culpcper  road,  the 
command  encamped. 

The  First  was  one  of  the  regiments  detailed  for  duty  at  New  York 
on  account  of  the  draft  riots,  taking  cars  at  Warrenton  Junction  on 
the  30th  of  July  and  reaching  their  destination  on  the  afternoon  of 
August  2.  For  two  weeks  they  remained  at  Fort  Columbus  on  Gov- 
ernor's Island,  doing  duty  and  drilling  with  the  heavy  guns,  after 
which  they  were  transferred  to  Riker's  Island,  a  draft  rendezvous, 
where  they  remained  till  October  15,  when  they  were  ordered  back 
to  Washington  and  promptly  returned  to  their  old  place  in  Carr's 
Brigade,  which  they  rejoined  at  Union  Mills  on  the  17th. 

Two  days  later  the  retreat  of  Lee's  army  and  the  advance  of 
Meade's  began,  the  capture  of  Kelly's  Ford  on  the  7th  of  November 
being  shared  in  by  the  First,  but  without  loss  ;  after  which  the  army 
rested  in  the  vicinity  of  Brandy  Station  till  the  opening  of  the 
44  Mine  Run  movement."  The  march  began  on  the  morning  of  the 
26th,  Carr's  Brigade  leading  the  corps,  crossing  the  Rapidan  about 
noon  and  after  the  laying  of  ponton  bridges  advancing  some  two 
miles  till  the  enemy's  pickets  were  reached.  Next  morning  a  dif- 
ferent road  was  taken,  and  the  enemy  were  soon  after  encountered 
in  Locust  Grove,  when  skirmishing  ensued  for  some  hours.  Just 
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before  dark  the  Confederates  delivered  a  sharp  attack  without  de- 
cisive results ;  the  First,  at  that  time  in  support  of  Union  batteries, 
losing  one  killed  and  eight  wounded.  Then  followed  the  advance  to 
Mine  Run,  the  suspense,  the  abandonment  of  the  plan  to  attack 
and  the  return  to  camp,  which  was  reached  on  the  3d  of  December. 

An  uneventful  winter  followed  at  Brandy  Station,  broken,  so  far  as 
the  First  Massachusetts  were  concerned,  only  by  an  expedition  on 
the  6th  of  February,  1864,  to  the  Rapidan  in  conjunction  with  a 
crossing  lower  down  by  the  Second  Corps,  but  none  of  the  Third 
Corps  crossed,  and  all  were  back  in  camp  in  two  or  three  days. 

With  the  reorganization  of  the  Armv  of  the  Potomac  in  the 
spring  of  1864  the  Third  Corps  was  broken  up,  the  Third  Division — 
which  had  joined  it  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg — going  to  the 
Sixth  Corps,  while  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  became  respect- 
ively the  Third  and  Fourth  of  the  Second  Corps.  The  make-up  of 
the  First  Brigade  was  changed, the  Eleventh  Massachusetts  and  the 
Eighty-fourth  Pennsylvania  going  into  the  Second  Brigade,  while 
the  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh  and  Eighth  New  Jersey  and  One  Hundred 
and  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  were  added  to  the  First  Brigade,  com 
manded  by  Colonel  Robert  McAllister  of  the  Eleventh  New  Jersey. 
The  division  was  commanded  by  General  Oershom  Mott. 

Marching  orders  were  received  on  the  3d  ol  May,  and  that  night 
the  regiment  set  forth,  crossing  the  Rapidan  at  Ely's  Ford  the  fol- 
lowing forenoon  and  at  night  occupying  ground  very  near  where  it 
fought  a  year  before  at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville.  At  the  open- 
ing of  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  on  the  afternoon  of  May  5,  the 
First  advanced  into  the  terrible  tangle  at  the  command ;  but  the 
difficulties  were  so  great  and  the  lines  became  so  much  disorganized 
that  on  receiving  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy  it  fell  back  to  in- 
trenchments  which  it  had  previously  partially  constructed.  As  the 
Confederates  advanced  in  pursuit  they  were  checked  in  turn  and  a 
stubborn  conflict  raged  for  hours.  That  night  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Baldwin  was  made  prisoner  while  establishing  a  picket  line.  In 
the  general  advance  of  the  next  morning  and  the  sanguinary  fight- 
ing back  and  forth  which  followed  the  First  bore  an  honorable  part. 
At  one  time  the  brigade  found  itself  with  a  hostile  line  of  battle  in 
its  rear,  and  only  escaped  capture  by  the  density  of  the  forest  hiding 
from  the  Confederates  their  advantage.  That  afternoon  the  First 
assisted  in  repelling  the  last  attempt  of  the  enemy  against  the 
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Federal  left,  which  was  made  under  cover  of  a  conflagration  rag. 
ing  along  the  Union  breastworks  which  had  driven  the  defenders 
temporarily  to  the  rear  to  escape  the  smoke  and  heat. 

Quitting  the  Wilderness  at  the  close  of  the  fighting  there  and 
marching  with  General  Hancock's  Corps  to  Spottsylvania,  the  regi- 
ment took  part  there  in  the  various  engagements  of  the  Second 
Corps,  including  the  successful  assault  at  "  The  Angle "  on  the 
morning  of  May  12  and  the  obstinate  struggle  which  ensued  for  the 
possession  of  the  captured  works.  Its  losses  from  the  opening  of 
the  Wilderness  campaign  to  that  time  had  been  49  killed,  wounded 
and  missing, — among  the  dead  being  Captain  Moses  H.  Warren  of 
Dorchester,  killed  on  the  12th. 

When  on  the  20th  orders  were  issued  for  a  further  movement  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  the  southward,  the  First  Regiment, 
after  a  transfer  of  its  re-enlisted  men  and  recruits  to  the  Eleventh 
Massachusetts,  bade  adieu  to  war's  alarms  and  took  its  homeward 
way,  having  closed  three  years  of  faithful  service.  Marching  to 
Belle  Plain  the  command  took  the  steamer  Utica  for  Washington, 
whence  the  journey  to  New  York  was  made  by  rail,  steamer  to 
Fall  River  and  cars  to  Boston  completing  the  total  of  3,312  miles 
traversed  by  the  regiment  while  in  the  service.  Arriving  on  the 
25th  of  May,  it  received  a  grand  "welcome  home,"  and  three  days 
later  on  Boston  Common  it  was  mustered  out  of  service. 
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THE  Second  Regiment  was  the  first  volunteer  organization  in 
the  state  to  begin  to  take  form  after  the  dispatch  of  the 
Massachusetts  militia  to  the  front  in  April,  1861.  The 
master  spirit  in  the  enterprise  was  Major  George  H.  Gordon,  an  ex- 
perienced officer  who  had  served  with  distinction  in  Mexico,  and 
who  was  ably  assisted  by  a  number  of  influential  men,  later  identi- 
fied with  the  organization.  The  initial  measures  were  taken  on  the 
18th  of  April,  and  in  a  few  days  several  recruiting  offices  were 
opened  at  different  places  in  Boston,  but  they  were  almost  im- 
mediately closed,  as  th  uthority  from  Washington  to 
raise  such  a  body  of  troops  as  was  proposed,  and  the  state  officials 
could  give  none.  To  obtain  the  desired  authority,  Messrs.  George 
L.  Andrews  and  Thomas  Dwight  of  Boston  set  out  for  the  national 
capital.  After  some  difficulty  on  the  way,  owing  to  the  obstructed 
communication  with  Washington,  the  commissioners  reached  the 
secretary  of  war  and  after  much  persistence  secured  permission  to 
raise  a  three-years'  regiment,  with  the  understanding  that  it  should 
be  accepted  if  a  call  should  be  made  for  such  troops. 

The  welcome  permission  was  telegraphed  home,  the  recruiting 
offices  were  re-opened  and  others  were  added  in  different  cities 
through  the  3tate,  Major  Gordon's  head-quarters  being  at  Boston. 
To  his  discretion  much — practically  everything — concerning  the 
composition  of  the  regiment  was  intrusted,  both  men  and  officers 
being  selected  by  him.  The  regiment  was  made  up  and  officered  as 
follows,  Boston  being  the  residence  unless  otherwise  specified : — 

Colonel,  George  H.  Gordon;  lieutenant  colonel,  George  L.  Andrews; 
major,  Wilder  Dwight;  adjutant,  Charles  Wheaton,  Jr.;  quarter- 
master, R.  Morris  Copeland  of  Roxbury;  surgeon,  Lucius  M.  Sar- 
gent, Jr.;  assistant  surgeon,  Lincoln  It.  Stone  of  Salem;  chaplain, 
/ttcv.  Alonzo  H.  Quint  of  Jamaica  Plain;  sergeant  major.  George  W. 
Blake;  quartermaster  sergeant,  George  F.  Browning  of  Salem;  coni- 
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missary  sergeant,  Erastus  B.  Carll;  hospital  steward,  Joseph  W.  Nut- 
ting; principal  musician,  Henry  Kcsselhuth. 

Company  A,  Abbott  Grays  of  Lowell — Captain,  Edward  G.  Abbott; 
first  lieutenant,  Harrison  G.  0.  Weymouth;  second  lieutenant,  James 
Francis. 

Company  B — Captain,  Greely  S.  Curtis;  first  lieutenant,  Charles 
F.  Morse  of  Roxbury;  second  lieutenant,  James  M.  Ellis. 

Company  C,  Andrew  Light  Guard  of  Salem  —  Captain,  William 
Cogswell;  "first  lieutenant,  Edwin  It.  Hill;  second  lieutenant,  Robert 
B.  Brown. 

Company  D — Captain,  James  Savage,  Jr.;  first  lieutenant,  William 
D.  Sedgwick  of  Lenox;  second  lieutenant,  Henry  L.  Higginson. 

Company  E — Captain,  Samuel  M.  Quincy;  first  lieutenant,  William 
B.  Williams  of  West  Roxbury;  second  lieutenant,  Ochran  H.  Howard 
of  Ware. 

Company  F — Captain,  J.  Parker  Whitney;  first  lieutenant,  Charles 
R.  Mudge;  second  lieutenant,  Robert  G.  Shaw. 

Company  G — Captain,  Richard  Cary;  first  lieutenant,  Henry  S. 
Russell;  second  lieutenant,  Anson  D.  Sawyer. 

Company  H — Captain,  Francis  H.  Tucker:  first  lieutenant,  Thomas 
L.  Motley,  Jr.,  of  Roxbury;  second  lieutenant,  Steven  G.  Perkins  of 
Milton. 

Company  I — Captain,  Adin  B.  Underwood;  first  lieutenant,  Marcus 
M.  Hawes;  second  lieutenant,  Rufus  Choate. 

Company  K — Captain,  Richard  C.  Goodwin;  first  lieutenant,  George 
P.  Bangs;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  P.  Horton. 

A  band  of  24  members  from  different  towns  and  cities  was  led 
by  Charles  Speigle  of  Boston. 

The  regimental  camp,  named  in  honor  of  the  governor,  was 
located  at  Brook  Farm  in  West  Roxbury,  on  the  estate  of  Rev. 
James  Freeman  Clarke.  Company  A  was  the  first  to  reach  the 
spot,  on  the  11th  of  May,  and  was  rapidly  followed  by  other  com- 
panies and  detachments,  so  that  on  the  18th  four  companies. and 
parts  of  others  h;id  been  mustered  into  the  national  service  by 
Captain  Amory  of  the  United  States  Army.  The  commissions  of 
the  officers  began  to  lie  issued  on  the  24th.  There  were  the  usual 
(lag  presentations,  the  first  being  on  the  26th  of  June,  when  J. 
Lothrop  Motley  made  the  presentation  in  behalf  of  the  ladies  of 
Boston.  This  was  the  battle  flag,  and  on  the  1st  of  July  a  state 
banner  was  presented  by  Hon.  George  S.  Hillard,  in  \  ?half  of  the 
ladies  of  Boston.  On  the  6th  of  July  an  order  was  received  from 
General  Scott,  commanding  the  Union  Army,  for  the  Seconu  Hegi- 
ment  to  report  as  soon  as  possible  at  Williamsport,  Md.,  for  ttlP 
reinforcement  of  General  Patterson.    On  the  morning  of  the  8th 
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cars  were  taken  for  Boston,  thence  to  Groton,  Ct,  and  by  steamer 
to  New  York,  whence  the  command  re-embarked  for  Elizabethport, 
X.  J.  By  railroad  the  journey  continued  during  the  night  across 
Xew  Jersev  and  through  Pennsylvania,  until  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  11th  the  destination  beside  the  Potomac  was  reached. 

Early  next  morning  the  river  was  forded  and  the  regiment  marched 
toMartinsburg,  where  it  joined  General  Patterson's  main  body,  and 
was  assigned  to  the  Sixth  Brigade,  Colonel  Abercrombie  command- 
ing. On  the  morning  of  the  15th  the  army  advanced  to  Bunker 
Hill,  and  on  the  17th  to  Charlestown.  Next  day  the  Second  was 
ordered  back  to  Harpers  Ferry  and  three  days  later,  Confederate 
General  Johnston  having  eluded  him  and  gone  to  Bull  Run,  Gen- 
eral Patterson  fell  back  with  his  whole  force.  Colonel  Gordon  was 
made  commander  of  the  post  at  Harper's  Ferry,  with  his  regiment 
as  garrison,  and  while  there  the  loyal  women  of  the  town  presented 
the  regiment  with  a  flag,  which  they  had  secretly  made  and  kept 
for  such  an  occasion.  About  this  time  Captain  Underwood  with 
his  company  was  sent  down  the  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Monocacv, 
where  he  remained  on  duty  for  some  weeks. 

General  Banks  succeeded  Patterson  in  command  of  the  forces 
about  Harpers  Ferry  on  the  2oth  of  July,  withdrawing  to  Pleasant 
Valley  on  the  Maryland  side  the  few  troops  that  remained  after  the 
departure  of  the  three-months'  men.  Colonel  Gordon  remained  in 
command  of  the  Ferry,  with  three  companies  of  the  Second,  while 
the  other  six  companies  bivouacked  in  support  of  the  Federal  guns 
on  Maryland  nights.  Soon  afterward  General  Banks's  command 
was  extended  down  the  river,  covering  the  different  fords  and  cross- 
ings, and  on  the  20th  of  August  the  Second,  being  relieved,  started 
to  rejoin  the  brigade  near  Hyattstown,  which  was  reached  after  a 
three-days'  inarch.  The  regiment  encamped  in  Hall's  field,  where 
it  remained  for  about  two  months,  and  soon  after  Colonel  Gordon 
took  temporary  command  of  the  brigade,  which  nt  that  time  con- 
sisted of  the  Twelfth  Massachusetts,  Twelfth  and  Sixteenth  Indiana 
Regiments,  in  addition  to  his  own.  The  arrival  of  fresh  troops 
soon  made  a  reorganization  necessary,  in  which  the  Second  Massa- 
chusetts went  to  the  Third  Brigade,  of  which  Colonel  Gordon  was 
for  a  time  commander,  the  other  regiments  being  the  Twenty -eighth 
and  Nineteenth  New  York,  Fifth  Connecticut  and  Forty-sixth  Penn- 
sylvania, the  Rhode  Island  Battery  A  being  added  later.    On  the 
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15th  of  October  General  A.  S.  Williams  took  command  of  the  bri- 
gade,— an  able  officer  under  whom  most  of  the  subsequent  service 
of  the  regiment  was  had. 

After  several  preliminary  orders  during  the  day,  one  came  in  the 
early  evening  of  the  21st  of  October  to  march  immediately,  and  the 
Second  led  the  column,  which  moved  rapidly  toward  Leesburg,  meet- 
ing on  the  way  fugitives  from  the  fatal  field  of  Ball's  Bluff,  the  bat- 
tle of  which  had  been  fought  the  21st.  Before  morning  Conrad's 
Ferry  was  reached,  and  the  regiment  was  stationed  along  the  bank 
of  the  river,  where  during  the  day  assistance  was  given  in  getting 
off  the  Union  soldiers  who  were  still  clinging  to  the  opposite  shore. 
On  the  23d  an  alarm  came  up  from  Edwards  Ferry,  and  during  the 
night  the  Second  inarched  there  and  marched  back  again.  Three 
days  later  the  regiment  was  transferred  to  General  Abercrombie's 
Brigade  —  the  First — composed  of  the  Twelfth  Massachusetts, 
Twelfth  and  Sixteenth  Indiana.  On  the  same  day — the  26th — the 
division  was  ordered  back  to  Darnestown,  the  Second  encamping 
after  two  days'  march  at  Seneca  Creek,  three  miles  from  the  town, 
where  they  were  for  some  time  engaged  in  picketing  the  river. 
The  health  of  the  men  suffering  severely,  a  change  of  camp  was 
made  shortly  after,  but  gave  no  exemption  from  the  deadly  malaria. 
Amid  many  discouragements,  the  Massachusetts  Thanksgiving  Day 
was  not  allowed  to  pass  without  due  observance,  and  owing  to  the 
kindness  of  friends  and  the  care  of  officers  a  very  creditable  feast, 
with  proper  accompaniment  of  devotion  and  recreation,  made  the 
dav  memorable. 

The  brigade  was  relieved  on  the  4th  of  December,  and  set  out 
for  Frederick,  where  after  three  days  of  marching  and  waiting, 
camp  was  pitched  in  a  pleasant  wood  four  miles  east  of  the  city  be- 
side the  Baltimore  pike,  where  the  winter  months  passed  with  very 
little  to  break  the  monotony  of  camp  life,  though  the  proximity  of 
Frederick  and  the  friendliness  of  the  people,  as  well  as  the  ease 
of  communication  with  home,  made  the  situation  agreeable.  The 
bands  of  the  various  regiments  did  much  to  cheer  the  dull  season, 
giving  frequent  concerts  at  Frederick  and  playing  in  camp;  while 
among  other  innovations  the  Second  Regiment  boasted  a  Masonic 
lodge,  of  which  Colonel  Gordon  was  Master. 

This  life  at  "  Camp  llicks  "  came  to  an  end  on  the  morning  of 
February  27,  1802,  when  the  regiment  marched  to  Frederick  and 
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took  cars  to  Sandy  Hook,  whence  it  crossed  the  ponton  bridge  to 
Harper's  Ferry,  being  quartered  in  some  of  the  deserted  dwelling. 
Company  F  was  detailed  for  provost  duty  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Andrews  was  made  provost  marshal  of  the  place.  The  following 
day  a  reconnaissance  was  ordered  to  Charlestown,  and  the  regiment 
entered  that  historic  town  to  the  music  of  "  John  Brown."  Gen- 
eral McClellan  at  once  ordered  a  permanent  occupation  of  the 
place,  and  the  following  Sunday  the  Second  held  religious  services 
in  the  court-house  where  John  Brown  had  been  condemned  to  death, 
the  chaplain  occupying  the  seat  used  by  the  judge  at  the  trial.  The 
forward  movement  against  "  Stonewall "  Jackson  at  Winchester  be- 
gan on  the  9th  of  March,  the  Second  moving  by  way  of  Berryville, 
with  the  usual  contradictory  orders,  countermarches  and  skirmishes, 
only  to  find  that  the  Confederates  had  retreated,  leaving  the  tenant- 
less  fortifications,  in  the  vicinitv  of  which  the  Second  remained 
some  ten  davs. 

At  this  time  another  reorganization  of  the  division  took  place,  the 
Second  Regiment  being  transferred  to  the  Third  Brigade,  of  which 
Colonel  Gordon  took  command,  the  other  regiments  being  the  Third 
,  Wisconsin,  Twenty-seventh  Indiana  and  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylva- 
nia. On  the  26th  of  March  General  Banks  took  command  of  the 
Fifth  Corps,  composed  of  his  own  division  and  that  of  General 
.Shields,  and  General  A.  S.  Williams  succeeded  him  as  division 
commander. 

On  the  20th  the  Second  with  other  troops  were  ordered  toward 
Washington,  and  two  days  later  marched  as  far  as  Snicker's  Ferry, 
where  a  broken-down  ponton  bridge  prevented  their  crossing.  While 
waiting  for  it  to  be  repaired  the  regiment  was  ordered  back  toward 
Winchester  on  account  of  renewed  activity  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
reaching  that  place  on  the  24th  after  a  sharp  march,  to  find  that 
General  Shields's  Division  had  driven  off  Jackson's  threatening 
forces.  The  following  evening  the  pursuit  was  taken  up  as  far  as 
Strasburg,  in  which  vicinity  several  days  were  passed  preliminary 
to  the  sharp  onward  movement  of  the  1st  of  April.  On  that  day 
the  regiment  led  the  column,  keeping  up  a  running  fight  with  the 
retiring  encmv  till  brought  to  a  stand  bv  the  destruction  of  a  bridge 
at  Edenburg,  where  with  the  river  between  them  the  opposing  forces 
"watched  each  other  two  weeks  longer,  while  preparations  for  a 
vigorous  movement  against  Jackson  were  completed.    On  the  17th 


Digitized  by  Google 


118 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 


Banks  advanced  against  the  enemy  at  Mount  Jackson,  Gordon's 
Brigade  being  sent  to  the  right  to  fall  upon  the  Confederate  flank. 
The  demonstration  caused  the  retreat  of  the  foe  and  a  pursuit  fol- 
lowed, across  the  north  fork  of  the  Shenandoah  and  through  New- 
market. 

From  that  point,  the  regiment  advanced  on  the  25th  to  near  Har- 
risonburg, where  the  enemy  were  reported,  but  a  reconnaissance  of 
11  miles  two  days  later  revealed  none.  General  Banks  being 
ordered  to  fall  back  to  Strasburg,  the  Second  marched  a  short  dis- 
tance on  the  evening  of  May  4,  and  the  following  day  retreated  to 
Newmarket.  At  midnight  they  were  aroused  to  climb  the  Mas- 
sanutten  range  on  false  information,  returning  to  camp  after  two 
days  passed  on  the  eastern  slope,  finally  reaching  Strasburg  on  the 
13th,  where  General  Banks  was  directed  to  remain  and  fortify,  with 
the  two  brigades  of  Colonels  Gordon  and  Donelly. 

The  anticipated  attack  from  "  Stonewall "  Jackson  began  to  fall 
on  Banks's  little  force  on  the  23d  of  May,  when  Colonel  Kcnly  with 
the  First  Maryland  and  a  few  detachments  stationed  at  Front  Royal 
as  an  outpost  was  attacked  and  driven  back,  Kenly  being  wounded. 
This  opened  the  way  for  the  enemy  to  Winchester,  in  the  rear  of 
Banks,  and  next  morning  Strasburg  was  evacuated  and  a  rapid  move- 
ment down  the  Valley  began,  the  Union  commander  hoping  to  reach 
Winchester  in  advance  of  the  Confederates.  Consequently  most 
of  the  troops  preceded  the  trains,  which  were  necessarily  long  and 
cumbersome ;  but  at  Newtown  the  enemy  appeared  among  the  wagons, 
cutting  off  a  considerable  number,  and  Colonel  Gordon  was  sent  back 
with  his  brigade  and  some  artillery  to  repair  the  mischief.  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Andrews  and  the  Second  were  ordered  to  drive  the  foe 
from  Newtown,  which  was  done,  Companies  A  and  C  being  deployed 
as  skirmishers,  and  the  place  was  held  for  some  hours.  Colonel 
Andrews  then  burned  such  wagons  as  he  could  not  bring  off  for 
want  of  horses,  and  at  twilight  the  retreat  was  continued. 

Three  or  four  companies  of  the  Second  formed  the  rear  guard  of 
Banks's  column,  and  several  attacks  were  made  by  the  enemy  in 
strong  force,  but  all  were  repelled  or  checked  so  as  to  afford  ample 
protection  to  the  column  in  front.  At  Kernstown  a  halt  was  made 
and  the  wounded  of  the  regiment,  in  charge  of  Surgeon  LelamL 
were  gathered  in  one  of  the  houses,  as  ambulances  could  not  be  ob- 
tained to  send  them  forward.    Another  attack  was  soon  made,  and 
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the  regiment  after  returning  the  fire  fell  back  to  the  vicinity  of 
Winchester,  which  was  reached  at  2  o'clock.  After  skirmishing 
through  the  rest  of  the  night,  line  of  battle  was  formed  at  daylight 
with  Ponelly's  Brigade  on  the  left  of  the  road  south  of  Winchester 
and  Gordon's  on  the  right, — the  Second  Regiment  on  the  flank. 
The  skirmishers  were  soon  driven  in  by  the  Confederate  Stonewall 
Brigade,  and  the  battle  began,  Companies  I)  and  G  of  the  Second 
being  thrown  forward  to  a  stone-wall  to  harass  the  enemy's  gunners, 
which  was  very  effectively  done.  After  two  hours  of  sharp  fight- 
ing the  Union  position  was  flanked  and  the  Second  retired  through 
Winchester,  fired*  upon  from  the  houses  as  they  passed,  and  out 
upon  the  Martinsburg  road,  forming  the  rear  of  the  retreating  army. 

A  march  of  32  miles  without  a  halt,  threatened  often  by  the  pur- 
suing enemy,  brought  the  column  to  Martinsburg,  where  the  pursuit 
ceased ;  a  few  u  hard  tack  "  were  distributed  among  the  hungry 
soldiers,  then  on  again  13  miles  further  to  Williamsport,  where  the 
Potomac  was  crossed  and  Banks's  little  band  was  safe.  Four  com- 
panies of  the  Second  with  an  equal  detail  from  the  Third  Wiscon- 
sin and  a  section  of  artillery  guarded  the  approaches  to  the  river 
for  three  days  while  the  crossing  was  effected  and  the  camps  were 
established  on  the  Maryland  side.  The  regiment  had  been  severely 
tested  ;  constantly  serving  as  rear  guard,  it  had  marched  56  miles 
in  33  hours,  besides  fighting  in  one  "  pitched  battle  "  and  in  frequent 
skirmishes.  Its  loss  had  been  seven  killed,  six  mortally  and  41 
otherwise  wounded  and  94  taken  prisoners,  17  of  whom  were 
wounded.  Among  the  captured  were  Major  Dwight,  who  had 
stopped  for  a  moment  in  Winchester  to  assist  a  wounded  man ; 
Surgeon  Leland,  in  charge  of  the  wounded  at  Kernstown ;  and 
Assistant  Surgeon  Stone,  left  at  the  hospital  at  Winchester — 
all  of  whom  were  paroled  within  a  few  days.  On  account  of  his 
distinguished  services  in  this  retreat,  Colonel  Gordon  was  made  a 
brigadier  general,  the  lieutenant  colonel  and  major  were  each  ad- 
vanced one  grade  and  Captain  Savage  beeame  major.  Tlie  com- 
mand of  the  brigade  was  for  a  time  transferred  to  General  George 
S.  Greene,  formerly  colonel  of  the  Sixtieth  New  York. 

The  next  movement  up  the  Valley  began  on  the  10th  of  June, 
when  the  Potomac  was  crossed,  the  Second  bivoucking  that  night 
at  Falling  Waters  and  the  next  at  Bunker  Hill ;  Williams's  Division 
inarched  through  Winchester  on  the  12th  with  drums  beating,  con- 
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tinuing  the  journey  of  that  day  to  Bartonsville,  where  a  halt  of  six 
da}  8*  followed.  On  the  18th  a  movement  was  made  to  near  Front 
Royal ;  then  another  halt,  lasting  till  the  6th  of  July,  during  which 
General  Gordon  returned  to  the  command  of  the  brigade.  On  the 
6th  of  July  the  Second  marched  by  slow  stages  to  and  through  Front 
Royal,  next  day  to  Chester  Gap,  reaching  Warrenton  on  the  11th. 

The  regiment  had  now  entered  the  Army  of  Virginia,  commanded 
by  General  Pope,  General  Banks's  troops  being  designated  as  the 
Second  Corps.  The  First  Division  consisted  of  two  brigades,  the 
First  under  General  Crawford  and  the  Third  under  Gordon ;  the 
Second  Division  under  General  Augur  had  three  brigades.  Gordon's 
Brigade  now  consisted  in  addition  to  the  Second  of  the  Third  Wiscon- 
sin and  Twenty-seventh  Indiana.  The  order  directing  Banks  to 
Warrenton  proved  to  be  a  mistake — Little  Washington  was  the 
place  meant,  and  on  the  16th  and  17th  the  regiment  marched  to 
its  proper  destination  where  it  remained  till  August  6. 

Marching  on  that  day  and  the  following  to  Hazel  River,  the 
Second  there  received  50  recruits,  marching  on  the  8th  to  Culpeper, 
while  Crawford's  Brigade  was  sent  toward  Cedar  Mountain  to  the 
support  of  the  Union  cavalry.  The  Second  went  into  bivouac  about 
midnight,  and  in  the  morning  General  Banks  with  the  rest  of  his 
corps  was  ordered  forward  to  the  support  of  Crawford,  some  six 
miles  away.  In  the  battle  which  followed  Gordon's  Brigade  was  at 
first  the  only  reserve,  and  when  Crawford's  Brigade,  forming  the 
Federal  right,  was  broken  Gordon  pushed  forward  at  the  double- 
quick  to  fill  the  gap,  the  Second  on  the  left  of  the  brigade  line. 
Almost  immediately  a  terrible  attack  was  received,  crumbling  away 
the  entire  right  till  the  Second  stood  alone  and  almost  enveloped, 
when  a  retreat  to  the  former  position  was  ordered.  When  the 
Union  line  was  strengthened  and  reformed  during  the  night  the 
Second  took  a  position  near  the  center,  but  it  was  not  again  engaged, 
and  next  dav  moved  to  a  wood  some  distance  to  the  left. 

The  casualties  of  the  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Mountain 
were  heavy,  embracing  more  than  a  third  of  the  force  taken  into 
action.  Of  23  officers  only  seven  were  unhurt ;  Captains  Abbott, 
Cary,  Williams  and  Good  v.  in  and  Lieutenant  Perkins  were  killed; 
Major  Savage  was  mortally  wounded  and  a  prisoner.  Of  the  en- 
listed men  36  were  killed  and  13  mortally  hurt,  while  i»9  others 
were  wounded  and  14  captured.    Surgeon  Leland  was  wounded  in 
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the  head  early  in  the  action,  and  Captain  Russell  was  made  prisoner 
while  striving:  to  care  for  Major  Savage.  A  Zouave  company,  for- 
merly General  Banks's  body  guard,  which  had  recently  been  at- 
tached to  the  regiment,  lost  1*2  in  killed  and  missing.  Many  of  the 
wounded  of  the  regiment,  as  well  as  of  other  regiments,  were  cared 
for  by  Chaplain  Quint  of  the  Second,  whose  services  at  such  times 
were  often  commended. 

When  the  rest  of  Pope's  army  advanced,  Banks's  Corps,  owing 
to  its  shattered  condition,  was  returned  to  Culpeper,  and  there  the 
Second  remained  for  six  days,  its  roster  comprising  one  field,  six 
line  and  three  staff  officers.  On  the  19th,  in  connection  with  the 
retreat  northward  of  Pope's  army  before  the  reinforced  Jackson, 
the  Second  moved  by  way  of  Brandy  Station  across  the  Rappahan- 
nock, and  that  evening  the  depicted  ranks  received  the  welcome  ad- 
dition of  90  recruits  just  from  Massachusetts.  In  a  day  or  two  the 
regiment  took  up  the  campaign  of  maneuvers  in  earnest.  First 
down  the  river  for  a  mile  or  two,  and  then  up,  from  one  ford  or  * 
bridge  to  the  next,  dav  after  dav,  now  under  fire  and  then  watching 
the  skirmishing  of  others,  till  Waterloo  Bridge  was  reached  ;  thence 
eastward  by  Warrenton  to  Kettle  Run  on  the  28th,  and  for  the  two 
days  following  forming  the  extreme  right  of  Pope's  command  while 
the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  was  fought  and  lost — the  regiment 
in  hearing  of  the  terrible  conflict  but  called  to  take  no  active  part. 
On  the  31st,  making  a  detour  of  20  miles  to  accomplish  four — to 
avoid  an  imaginary  force  of  the  enemy — the  Second  led  its  corps, 
crossing  Bull  Run,  passing  one  night  at  Centerville,  then  on  to  Fair- 
fax Court  House,  that  evening  under  fire  in  support  of  Reno's  line 
at  Chantilly,  the  brigade  ordered  back  next  day  to  Fail  fax  to  bring 
off  stores,  where  the  enemy  was  in  full  force;  finally  on  the  3d  of 
September  halting  near  Fort  Albany,  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  and  under  the  command  of  General  McClellan. 

In  the  reorganization  of  the  army  great  changes  were  at  once 
made.  General  Banks,  who  had  been  hurt  at  Cedar  Mountain,  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  defenses  about  Washington,  while  his 
two  divisions  became  the  Twelfth  Corps,  which  General  Williams 
temporarily  commanded.  The  two  brigades  of  the  First  Division 
remained  practically  unchanged,  except  that  to  Gordon's  two  regi- 
ments of  new  troops  were  added  a  few  days  later — the  Thirteenth 
New  Jersey  and  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  New  York. 
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The  Second  Regiment  crossed  the  Potomac  by  the  bridge  at 
Georgetown  on  the  4th  of  September,  camping  near  Tennallytown, 
and  the  next  day  moved  on  to  Rockville,  where  the  Second  and 
Twelfth  Corps  formed  the  center  of  the  army,  under  command  of 
General  Sumner.    Four  days  passed  without  further  movement,  at 

•  the  end  of  which  the  army  in  parallel  columns  advanced  toward 
Frederick,  near  which  historic  town  the  Second  encamped  on  the 
13th.  Next  day  the  advance  was  continued,  through  the  streets  of 
the  town,  through  fields,  forests  and  every  imaginable  obstacle,  to 
the  sound  of  the  artillery  at  the  mountain  passes  in  front. 

General  Mansfield  took  command  of  the  corps  on  the  morning 
of  the  15th,  and  the  following  morning  a  short  march  took  the 
regiment  with  its  fellows  near  Antictam  Creek,  in  readiness  for  the 
great  battle.  During  the  day  there  was  no  further  movement  of 
the  corps,  but  at  10  o'clock  that  night  orders  came  to  move  at  once, 
and  the  Twelfth  Corps  crossed  the  Antictam  in  support  of  Hooker, 

*  who  had  already  deployed  his  First  Corps  beyond  the  stream. 
After  the  latter  had  been  fighting  an  hour  or  two  the  following 
morning  Williams's  Division  was  ordered  forward  to  his  support, 
Crawford's  Brigade  on  the  right  and  Gordon's  on  the  left.  As  they 
advanced  General  Mansfield  was  killed  and  the  command  of  the 
corps  devolved  on  General  Williams. 

The  three  old  regiments  of  the  brigade  went  first  into  action, 
the  Second  on  the  right,  formed  along  a  fence  and  separated  from 
its  fellow-regiments  by  a  battery.  Presently,  the  other  two  regi- 
ments suffering  very  severely  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Second  was  changed  somewhat,  so  that  it  gave  a  flank 
fire  with  terrible  effect,  driving  the  foe  back,  when  the  Union  line 
advanced,  the  Second  capturing  the  battle-flag  of  the  Eleventh 
Mississippi.  Soon  Sumner's  Corps  went  hurrying  to  the  front,  and 
General  Gordon  was  ordered  to  give  him  support.  The  Second  and 
Tbirteenth  New  Jersey,  the  only  available  regiments,  were  moved 
some  distance  forward  and  took  a  position,  where  they  became 
heavily  engaged  in  a  short  time  by  Jackson's  reinforcements,  and 
being  vastly  outnumbered  and  isolated  the  order  was  given  to  fall 
back,  and  the  regiment  did  no  further  serious  work,  though  moving 
from  point  to  point,  in  support  of  batteries  and  other  service.  The 
loss  of  the  regiment,  with  less  than  300  men  taken  into  action,  had 
been  15  killed  and  50  wounded,  among  the  latter  Lieutenant  Colonel 
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Dwight  fatally.  Lieutenant  Sedgwick,  who  was  on  the  staff  of 
General  John  Sedgwick,  died  of  wounds  on  the  27th. 

On  the  20th  the  Second  found  themselves  again  at  Maryland 
Ilights,  opposite  Harper's  Ferry,  near  their  station  of  a  year  pre- 
vious, and  there  they  remained  for  some  time  picketing  the  river. 
Colonel  Andrews  was  at  that  time  assigned  to  the  command  of  a 
brigade,  and  was  soon  after  commissioned  brigadier,  the  regiment 
being  for  some  time  in  command  of  Captain  Cogswell,  who  was 
presently  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel,  the  other  field  commis- 
sions being  of  Captain  Quincy  (absent  wounded)  as  colonel  and 
Captain  Charles  R.  Mudge  as  major.  General  H.  W.  Slocum  now 
became  the  commander  of  the  Twelfth  Corps. 

Thanksgiving  day  was  formally  celebrated  by  the  command 
November  27,  and  on  the  12th  of  December  the  regiment  broke 
camp,  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Harper's  Ferry,  moving  thence  by 
way  of  Leesburg  to  Fairfax  Station,  which  was  reached  on  the  17th ; 
starting  thence  southward  but  returning  after  a  day  or  two  of  toil- 
ing through  the  mud  to  wait,  with  some  false  alarms,  till  the  19th 
of  January,  when  the  division  moved  down  to  Stafford  Court  House, 
near  which  on  the  23d  it  encamped  to  remain  for  more  than  three 
months.  At  this  time,  as  often  during  the  history  of  the  Second, 
many  of  its  officers  were  sent  out  to  responsible  positions  in  other 
commands,  and  here  General  Gordon  resigned  from  broken  health, 
the  command  of  the  brigade  passing  to  General  Thomas  J.  Ruger, 
formerly  colonel  of  the  Third  Wisconsin. 

The  Chancel lorsvi lie  movement  began  on  the  27th  of  April,  the 
men  starting  out  with  eight  days'  rations  and  60  rounds  of  cart- 
ridges, marching  that  day  to  near  Hartwood  Church.  The  next 
night  the  Second,  commanded  by  Colonel  Quincy,  bivouacked  within 
two  miles  of  Kelly's  Ford,  which  the  Eleventh  Corps  had  already 
crossed,  passed  to  the  front  next  morning  and  with  the  Third  Wiscon- 
sin and  Twenty-seventh  Indiana  led  the  march  to  Germania  Ford  on 
the  Rapidan,  where  over  a  hundred  Confederates  who  were  building 
a  bridge  were  captured.  The  regiment  then  forded  the  river  and  a 
bridge  for  the  passage  of  the  Union  army  was  quickly  constructed. 
On  the  30th  the  Second  formed  the  rear  of  the  Twelfth  Corps, 
marching  by  the  plank  road  to  near  Chancel lorsville,  a  little  distance 
to  the  westward  of  which  it  went  into  position.  During  the  1st  of 
May  the  corps  was  moved  a  mile  or  two  to  the  east,  encountered 
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the  enemy,  and  the  formation  of  the  ground  being  considered  un- 
favorable for  an  engagement  returned  to  its  former  position,  where 
on  the  morning  of  the  2d  the  regiment  built  its  first  intrenchments. 

That  morning  "  Stonewall"  Jackson's  column  was  observed  cross- 
ing a  li ill  in  front  of  the  Federal  lines  and  part  of  the  Third  Corps, 
Barlow's  Brigade  of  the  Eleventh  and  finally  Williams's  Division 
of  the  Twelfth,  went  out  to  operate  against  it.  While  thus  engaged 
the  crash  of  battle  broke  almost  in  their  rear  and  Williams  hurried 
his  command  back  to  find  the  Eleventh  Corps  broken  and  part  of 
the  defenses  constructed  by  the  Second  Massachusetts  already  in 
possession  of  the  enemy.  Ruger's  Brigade  formed  line  on  lower 
ground  in  front  of  the  Union  artillery,  where  it  remained  all  through 
the  incessant  firing  and  alarms  of  that  night  of  battle.  In  the  dis- 
positions of  the  next  day  the  lines  of  the  Third  Corps  extended  to 
the  front  of  this  position,  placing  Williams's  Division  in  support ; 
but  when  the  Third  Corps  was  forced  back  the  shock  of  battle  came 
upon  the  wearers  of  the  red  star  corps  badge  in  all  its  force.  Three 
times  did  the  fire  of  Ruger's  veterans,  in  connection  with  the 
splendid  artillery  service  supporting  them,  drive  back  the  best 
troops  of  the  Confederacy,  on  the  last  occasion  advancing  the 
Union  line  so  that  the  Second  found  themselves  once  more  in  their 
old  intrenchments,  but  entirely  out  of  ammunition  and  unable  to  ob- 
tain more.  In  this  dilemma,  after  standing  for  nearly  an  hour  with 
fixed  bayonets  the  regiment  fell  back  near  the  Chancellor  House, 
and  later  to  the  new  line  which  had  been  marked  for  occupation, 
the  regiment  moving  toward  the  United  States  ford. 

That  afternoon  the  corps  listened  to  the  roar  of  Sedgwick's  guns 
at  Salem  Church  and  after  dark  took  position  at  the  extreme  Union 
left,  occupying  intrenchments  near  the  river  beside  the  Eleventh 
Corps,  from  which  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  they  moved  to  United 
States  Ford  and  recrossed  the  river.  During  the  day  the  Second 
marched  23  miles  through  the  rain  to  its  old  camp  at  Stafford  Court 
House.  A  third  of  those  who  left  the  camp  ten  days  before  did  not 
return ;  31  had  been  killed  or  mortally  wounded,  including  First 
Lieutenant  Gerald  Fitzgerald  of  Boston  ;  90  wounded,  including 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Cogswell,  and  eight  had  been  captured.  As* 
sistant  Surgeon  James  Wightman  of  Boston,  died  at  Washington 
of  disease  on  the  loth  of  June. 

Early  in  June  Colonel  Quiney  resigned  and  was  succeeded  by 
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Lieutenant  Colonel  Cogswell,  Major  Mudge  becoming  lieutenant 
colonel  and  Captain  Charles  F.  Morse  major.  On  the  6th  of  June 
the  Second  and  the  Third  Wisconsin,  with  a  few  other  picked  regi- 
ments, were  sent  out  in  support  of  a  movement  by  the  Union  cavalry 
across  the  river  by  way  of  Kelly's  and  Beverly's  Fords.  On  the 
morning  of  the  9th  the  Second  crossed  at  the  latter  ford  and  had 
some  part  in  the  skirmishing  which  ensued,  losing  three  men 
wounded.  Recrossing  the  river  that  night,  they  inarched  next 
morning  to  Bealton,  stopping  there  three  or  four  days  and  finally 
rejoining  the  corps,  then  on  its  march  toward  Gettysburg,  at  Fairfax. 

The  marches  of  the  17th  and  18th  took  the  regiment  to  the  vicin- 
ity of  Leesburg,  where  a  stop  was  made  till  the  2<ith,  when  in  a 
rain  storm  the  Potomac  was  crossed  at  Edwards  Ferry  and  the 
course  taken  led  along  the  river  bank,  across  the  Monocacy  and  to 
Point  of  Rocks,  which  was  reached  on  the  27th,  the  regiment  con- 
tinuing on  to  Petersville,  returning  next  day  to  Frederick,  and 
crossing  the  Monocacy.  That  evening  the  news  of  Hooker's  retire- 
ment and  Meade's  promotion  to  the  command  of  the  army  was 
made  known,  but  there  was  no  halt.  The  army  moved  steadily 
forward,  and  on  the  1st  of  July  the  corps  halted  at  Two  Taverns. 
Soon  the  firing  at  Gettysburg  was  heard  and  the  corps  was  ordered 
forward,  going  into  position  to  the  right  of  the  reserve  on  Cemetery 
Hill.  The  line  ran  across  Culp's  Hill  and  the  meadows  to  Rock 
Creek,  forming  the  right  of  the  Federal  army. 

With  slight  changes  of  position  and  some  skirmishing  the  regi- 
ment remained  in  this  locality  till  the  following  afternoon,  when 
Williams's  Division — the  Third  Brigade  commanded  by  Colonel 
Colgrove  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Indiana — was  ordered  to  the  left 
to  assist  the  Third  Corps,  but  was  presently  sent  back  to  the  right. 

Approaching  their  works  after  dark,  the  ofiiccrs  of  the  regiment 
suspected  that  they  were  occupied,  and  Company  F  as  skirmishers 
reported  the  Confederates  there  in  force.  This  was  confirmed  by 
Company  K,  which  reached  the  works,  captured  several  prisoners 
and  came  back  with  slight  loss.  The  brigade  therefore  took  posi- 
tion a  few  hundred  yards  away,  behind  a  slight  rise  of  ground, 
with  a  swamp  between  it  and  the  enemy.  About  7  o'clock  next 
morning  the  Second  and  the  Twenty-seventh  Indiana  were  directed 
to  charge  aeross  the  marsh  and  retake  the  works.  Desperate  as 
the  attempt  was  seen  to  be,  the  regiment  responded  magnificently. 
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The  Twenty-seventh  were  driven  back  by  the  terrible  fire  which 
was  at  once  encountered,  but  the  Second  went  straight  across  and 
up  almost  to  the  face  of  the  works,  where  protected  somewhat  by 
the  rocks  and  trees  what  were  left  held  gallantly  on  till  the  appear- 
ance of  a  Confederate  line  in  their  rear;  then  facing  about  they 
charged  directly  through  the  new  force,  finally  reaching  the  shelter 
of  a  broken  stone-wall  in  front  and  to  the  left  of  their  first  posi- 
tion. Here  the  survivors  were  sheltered  somewhat,  and  after  firing 
heavily  for  some  time  the  regiment  was  ordered  back  to  the  start- 
ing point,  which  was  reached  without  further  serious  loss.  A  few 
hours  later  the  persistent  Union  attack  forced  the  enemy  from  the 
intrenchments  and  in  the  afternoon  the  Second  went  over  to  the 
coveted  position,  caring  for  their  wounded  and  burying  their  dead. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  had  been  terrible.  Of  22  officers,  four 
were  killed  or  mortally  hurt  and  six  others  wounded ;  of  294  en- 
listed men,  39  were  killed  or  fatally  injured  and  84  others  wounded, 
and  six  were  prisoners.  Of  the  killed  were  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Mudge,  commanding  the  regiment,  and  Second  Lieutenant  Henry 
V.  D.  Stone  of  Prookline ;  Captains  Thomas  H.  Robeson  of  Cam- 
bridge and  Thomas  R  Fox  of  Dorchester  were  mortally  wounded. 
Three  color-bearers  had  been  killed  and  one  wounded. 

In  the  march  from  Gettysburg  toward  the  Virginia  line,  the 
Second  on  the  10th  passed  over  the  field  of  Antietam,  and  on  the 
12th  went  into  position  and  intrenched  near  Williamsport,  facing 
the  Confederate  army.  There  Colonel  Cogswell,  sufficiently  re- 
covered from  his  wound  to  take  the  field,  resumed  command  of  the 
regiment.  The  14th  found  the  hostile  works  deserted  and  the 
enemy  across  the  Potomac,  ami  the  parallel  race  southward  at  once 
began.  The  Second  reached  Sandy  Hook  on  the  10th,  crossed  the 
river  into  Virginia  on  the  19th,  moving  by  Hillsboro,  Snickersville, 
White  Plains  and  Haymarket  to  Warrenton  Junction,  near  which 
they  halted  on  the  2l»th ;  on  the  31st  moving  past  Bcalton  to  near 
Kelly's  Ford  on  the  Rappahannock,  which  was  crossed  next  day  in 
support  of  a  cavalry  movement,  the  regiment  being  deployed  as 
skirmishers  but  not  engaged.  In  the  evening  of  August  2  they  re- 
turned to  camp,  where  they  remained  quietly  till  the  lb'th.  On 
that  day  the  Second,  accompanied  by  the  Third  Wisconsin  and 
Twenty-seventh  Indiana  of  its  own  brigade  and  eight  other  picked 
regiments,  all  under  command  of  General  linger,  marched  to 
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Rappahannock  Station  where  cars  were  taken  for  Alexandria,  at 
which  place  a  halt  of  two  days  was  made.  The  purpose  of  the  ex- 
pedition was  kept  a  profound  secret,  so  far  as  its  members  were 
concerned,  till  they  were  embarked  on  steamers,  when  it  was  made 
known  that  the  destination  was  New  York  city,  over  which  the 
possibility  of  another  draft  riot  was  hanging. 

Reaching  the  metropolis,  the  Second  were  stationed  at  City  Hall 
park,  where  were  General  Ruger's  head-quarters,  the  other  regi- 
ments being  disposed  at  various  points  about  the  city.  Two  weeks 
passed  there  in  quiet;  then  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  of  Septem- 
ber the  regiments  were  marched  to  the  wharf,  took  steamers  again, 
and  the  return  trip  was  begun.  From  Alexandria.  Ruger's  three 
regiments  marched  back  to  the  old  camp  at  the  left  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  on  the  lb'th  the  brigade  crossed  the  Rappahan- 
nock, moving  carefully  forward  till  its  pickets  were  established  at 
Raccoon  Ford  on  the  Rapidan. 

There,  on  the  24th,  came  orders  which  transferred  the  Second  to 
other  fields  of  usefulness.  The  Klcventh  and  Twelfth  Corps  had 
been  placed  under  the  command  of  General  Hooker  and  detailed 
for  the  support  of  Rosecrans,  who  had  just  fought  the  battle  of 
Chickamanga,  and  whose  position  had  become  critical  at  Chatta- 
nooga. Bcalton  was  reached  on  the  20th  and  next  day  the  com- 
mand took  cars,  going  by  way  of  Alexandria,  Washington,  Relay, 
Harper's  Ferry  and  Martinsburg;  leaving  the  cars  at  Kenwood  to 
cross  the  Ohio  river  on  pontons,  but  resuming  travel  by  rail  to  and 
through  Columbus,  Xenia,  Louisville,  Nashville  and  Stevenson, 
Ala.,  the  regiment  debarked  near  the  latter  place  at  the  end  of 
seven  days'  continuous  journeying. 

The  first  duty  of  General  Hooker's  command  was  the  protection 
of  the  railroad  by  which  Rosecrans's  supplies  were  forwarded  from 
Nashville,  and  within  a  few  hours  after  the  arrival  of  the  Second 
came  the  report  that  the  road  over  which  it  had  just  come  had  been 
cut,  and  Williams's  Division,  of  which  the  regiment  formed  a  part 
of  the  Second  Brigade,  was  ordered  back  to  repair  the  mischief. 
Going  nominally  by  rail  but  really  marching  most  of  the  way,  the 
Second  finally  reached  Christiana  October  8,  staid  there  till  the 
morning  of  the  10th  when  they  came  back  as  far  as  Elk  river 
bridge,  where  they  remained  on  guard  duty  for  12  days.  During 
this  time  General  George  U.  Thomas  succeeded  General  Rosecrans 
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in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  the  department  hav- 
ing been  made  part  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi 
under  command  of  General  Grant.  Hooker  was  at  once  directed 
to  concentrate  the  Eleventh  Corps  and  Geary's  Division  of  the 
Twelfth  for  operations  in  Lookout  Valley  looking  to  the  relief  of 
Chattanooga. 

On  the  23d  the  regiment  started  toward  the  south,  marched  for 
three  days,  found  it  was  not  wanted  in  that  direction,  faced  to  the 
rear  and  marched  back  to  Christiana,  where  it  tore  down  an  old 
camp  and  built  a  new  one,  was  presently  informed  that  it  wasn't 
wanted  there,  marched  back  again  to  Elk  river  bridge  between  the 
6th  and  8th  of  November,  and  in  the  fortifications  at  that  point 
made  a  more  permanent  stop.  On  the  26th  of  November,  Thanks- 
giving was  observed,  and  during  the  following  month  so  many 
members  of  the  regiment  re-enlisted  as  to  assure  the  continuance  of 
the  regiment  in  the  field  as  an  organization  till  the  close  of  the 
war.  The  re-enlistment  dated  from  the  31st  of  December,  from 
which  time  the  regiment  was  known  as  the  "  Second  Veteran." 
On  the  10th  of  January,  1864,  the  re-eulisted  ones,  temporarily 
consolidated  into  five  companies,  left  for  home  on  a  30-days'  fur- 
lough, reaching  Boston  on  the  evening  of  the  19th.  There  was  an 
enthusiastic  reception  the  following  day  in  Faneuil  Hall,  in  which 
Governor  Andrew,  General  Burnside  and  others  took  part,  after 
which  the  men  were  dismissed  to  their  homes  for  a  month.  On 
the  afternoon  of  February  23  the  command  started  on  its  return, 
rejoining  the  balance  of  the  regiment  at  Tullahoma  eight  days 
later,  where  were  the  corps,  division  and  brigade  head-quarters; 
Colonel  Cogswell  was  made  commandant  of  the  post,  placing  the 
regiment  under  command  of  Major  Francis,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Morse  being  on  the  staff  of  General  Slocum. 

Before  the  opening  of  the  spring  campaign  the  Eleventh  and 
Twelfth  Corps  were  consolidated,  forming  the  Twentieth,  of  which 
General  Hooker  took  command,  General  Slocum  going  to  Vicks- 
burg.  The  five-pointed  star  of  the  Twelfth  Corps  was  retained  as 
the  corps  badge  of  the  Twentieth.  General  Rugcr's  brigade  still 
remained  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Morse  returned  to  the  regiment,  and  on  the  28th  of  April  the  move- 
ment toward  Atlanta  began.  The  regiment  marched  to  Bridgeport, 
crossed  the  Tennessee  river  there,  moved  by  way  of  Wauhatchie 
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around  the  north  end  of  Lookout  Mountain,  thence  south  to  Ring- 
gold, where  on  the  6th  of  May  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  of 
which  the  Second  formed  a  part,  united  with  the  other  divisions  of 
Sherman's  great  army  within  feeling  distance  of  the  enemy.  In 
the  fighting  which  ensued  the  regiment  was  not  engaged  till  the 
15th  at  Resaca.  There,  having  first  conducted  a  reconnaissance  and 
located  the  position  of  the  enemy,  it  formed  part  of  the  attacking 
line,  moving  forward  to  a  chosen  position  where  it  received  and  re- 
pelled three  attacks  by  the  enemy,  its  loss  being  seven  killed  and 
mortally  wounded,  and  18  less  severely  hurt. 

That  night  the  Confederates  abandoned  the  place  and  the  Union 
army  at  once  took  up  the  pursuit,  though  the  Second  were  not  again 
in  line  of  battle  till  Cassville  was  approached  on  the  19th,  where 
the  enemy  seemed  determined  to  make  a  stand,  and  some  skirmish- 
ing took  place  ;  but  next  morning  Johnston's  forces  were  nowhere 
to  be  seen.  Sherman's  army  now  rested  for  a  few  days,  and  on  the 
22d  the  original  term  of  service  of  the  regiment  expired.  Seven 
officers  and  about  200  enlisted  -men  left  on  that  day  for  Chattanooga, 
where  they  were  mustered  out  of  the  national  service  and  returned 
to  Massachusetts  ;  but  the  Second  Massachusetts  Regiment,  though 
with  shortened  line,  still  remained  in  the  Armv  of  the  Cumberland. 

The  enemy  had  fallen  back  to  a  strong  position  at  Alatoona  Pass, 
beyond  the  Etowah  river  to  the  southeast,  General  Sherman  de- 
termined to  flank  this  position  on  the  west,  and  the  Second  marched 
early  on  the  23d,  crossing  the  Etowah  on  pontons  about  noon, 
climbed  the  Alatoona  hills  the  next  day  as  guard  to  the  division  ord- 
nance trains,  and  early  en  the  2oth  crossed  Pumpkin  Vine  Creek 
to  within  three  miles  of  Dallas,  when  the  division  was  faced  about 
and  marched  to  the  support  of  Geary's  Division,  with  which  Hooker 
had  begun  the  obstinate  battle  of  New  Hope  Church.  By  special 
detail  the  regiment  was  left  with  a  battery  to  destroy  the  bridge 
across  the  creek  and  guard  against  any  possible  passage  by  the  Con- 
federates, where  it  remained  for  three  days  and  did  not  participate 
in  the  battle,  in  which  its  division  suffered  severely. 

The  regiment  was  detailed  on  the  29th  as  escort  for  a  long  train 
of  wagons  loaded  with  wounded,  which  it  accompanied  to  Kingston, 
and  remained  there  till  the  4th  of  June,  when  with  other  troops 
and  60  recruits  for  its  own  ranks  it  started  back  in  guard  of  su|>- 
plies,  rejoining  its  brigade  in  front  of  the  enemy's  strong  position 
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on  Lost  Mountain  on  the  8th.  Often  under  heavy  fire,  maneuvering 
and  drawing  the  cordon  closer,  the  Union  army  carried  out  its  plans 
till  on  the  16th  the  condition  of  the  enemy  became  so  critical  that 
they  fell  back  early  the  next  morning,  and  the  Second  following 
them  to  their  second  line  halted  and  intrenched.  The  next  day  was 
rainy,  and  on  the  19th  it  was  found  that  Johnston  had  again  with- 
drawn, taking  position  covering  Marietta.  The  Second  were  among 
the  pursuing  troops,  and  presently  to  the  south  of  Kencsaw  again 
intrenched  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  in  doing  which  First  Lieuten- 
ant Caleb  II.  Lord  of  Ipswich  was  mortally  wounded.  Confronting 
the  enemy  here,  moving  frequently  and  building  new  works,  often 
under  fire  with  occasionally  one  or  two  wounded,  but  not  seriously 
engaged,  the  regiment  served  till  the  close  of  the  month. 

Colonel  Cogswell  returned  on  the  1st  of  July,  after  an  absence  of 
six  weeks,  bringing  a  hundred  recruits  and  resuming  the  command, 
which  Lieutenant  Colonel  Morse  had  well  maintained  meantime. 
On  the  2d  the  Confederate  position  was  again  abandoned,  John- 
ston falling  back  with  an  occasional  stand  till  the  south  bank  of  the 
Chattahooche  was  reached,  and  across  the  river  the  hostile  armies 
watched  each  other  for  some  days.  The  Second  crossed  the  Chatta- 
hooche on  the  17th  and  Peach  Tree  Creek  on  the  20th,  being  in 
the  second  line  during  the  bloody  battle  of  that  name  the  same 
afternoon,  though  not  engaged  and  losing  but  two  or  three  men 
wounded. 

The  enemy  retired  to  the  defenses  of  Atlanta  on  the  22d  and 
the  regiment  was  among  the  troops  which  followed  and  under  the 
Confederate  fire  threw  up  works  behind  which  it  remained  for  a 
week.  On  the  28th  General  Hooker  resigned  the  command  of  the 
corps  on  account  of  the  appointment  of  General  Howard  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  succeeding  the  slain  McPher- 
son,  and  General  Williams  led  the  corps  till  the  arrival  of  General 
Slocum. 

On  the  morning  of  July  30  Lieutenant  Colonel  Morse,  field  officer 
of  the  day,  captured  the  enemy's  skirmish  line  in  his  front,  with  a 
considerable  number  of  prisoners,  and  the  Second  at  once  moved 
forward  to  assist  in  retaining  what  had  been  gained.  Works  were 
hastily  thrown  up  and  the  repeated  efforts  of  the  Confederates  to 
regain  the  lost  hill  were  handsomely  repulsed.  The  loss  of  the 
Second  was  three  killed  and  five  wounded,  and  a  few  more  were 
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hurt  in  the  intrcnchracnts  during  the  continuance  of  the  siege.  At 
this  time  Surgeon  William  H.  Heath  sickened  and  died  on  the  28th 
of  August  at  Chattanooga,  to  which  place  he  was  sent,  depriving 
the  regiment  of  the  services  of  an  able  and  conscientious  medical 
officer. 

General  Sherman's  operations  against  Atlanta  necessitated  the 
moving  back  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  to  Chattahooche  river  on  the 
25th  of  August,  the  Second  Massachusetts  Regiment  being  stationed 
in  a  fort  covering  the  railroad  bridge  across  the  river,  where  it  re- 
mained till  the  fall  of  the  city.  The  Confederates  evacuated  the 
place  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  September,  and  late  the  following 
day  the  Second  marched  into  the  city,  pitching  their  tents  in  City 
Park.  Colonel  Cogswell  was  made  commandant  of  the  post,  with 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Morse  as  provost  marshal  and  Adjutant  Fox  as 
post  adjutant.  Major  Francis  being  inspector  on  the  staff  of  Gen- 
eral Williams,  the  command  of  the  regiment  devolved  on  Captain 
Robert  B.  Brown,  and  the  Second  being  made  provost  guard — a 
position  especially  difficult  under  the  circumstances — the  qualities 
of  both  commander  and  command  were  well  tested,  with  credit  to 
all  concerned. 

The  regiment  remained  in  Atlanta  till  the  evacuation  of  the  city 
after  its  destruction  at  the  beginning  of  the  march  to  the  sea,  and 
was  the  last  to  leave  on  the  Ib'th  of  November.  Meantime  many 
recruits  had  been  assigned  to  the  Second,  a  large  part  of  whom 
proved  worthless  and  deserted  before  reaching  camp  or  at  the  first 
opportunity ;  though  others  became  true  soldiers  and  well  main- 
tained the  reputation  of  the  regiment.  This  experience  was  in 
common  with  that  of  other  commands  at  that  time,  many  of  the 
recruits  being  influenced  by  the  large  bounties  offered  rather  than 
by  patriotism. 

The  Fourteenth  Corps  having  been  the  last  to  leave  Atlanta,  the 
brigade  followed  the  fortunes  of  that  organization  to  near  Mil  led ge- 
ville,  which  was  passed  on  the  23d,  when  the  Second  rejoined  its 
own  corps,  forming  part  of  the  left  wing.  Hebron  was  reached  the 
24th,  and  there,  with  supplies  which  had  scarcely  passed  through 
the  commissary's  hands,  the  New  England  Thanksgiving  was  cele- 
brated. Then  the  march  was  onward,  with  now  and  then  a  skir- 
mish but  very  little  actual  opposition,  the  regiment  taking  its  full 
share  of  the  toil  and  excitement,  destroying  railroads,  bridges,  cot- 
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ton — whatever  could  comfort  or  support  the  armed  enemies  of  the 
Union. 

The  prison-pen  at  Millen,  from  which  all  the  living  prisoners 
had  been  removed,  was  reached  on  the  3d  of  December,  but  no 
stop  was  made ;  on  the  9th,  15  miles  from  Savannah  a  rebel  work 
mounting  two  guns  was  encountered,  flanked  and  carried,  and  the 
next  day  the  brigade  struck  and  began  to  destroy  the  Savannah 
and  Charleston  railroad  ten  miles  from  the  former  city.  That 
afternoon,  six  miles  nearer,  hostile  fortifications  were  encountered, 
half  a  mile  from  which,  the  regiment  bivouacked  in  line  of  battle. 
Next  morning  the  Second  with  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  New 
York,  under  command  of  Colonel  Cogswell,  went  forward  on  a  re- 
connaissance, found  the  enemy's  works  in  the  rear  of  a  flooded  rice 
swam}),  and  returned. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  join 
the  Third  Wisconsin  on  Argylc  Island  in  the  Savannah  river, 
which  was  done  with  considerable  difficulty  on  flat  boats  which  got 
aground  and  waited  for  the  tide,  and  the  day  after  the  rest  of  the 
brigade  followed.  Connection  had  now  been  made  with  the  fleet 
which  awaited  the  coming  of  Sherman,  and  a  large  mail  was  re- 
ceived ;  but  the  troops  on  the  island  were  annoyed  by  the  fire  of 
the  hostile  batteries  on  the  eastern  shore.  On  the  morning  of  the 
1Mb  the  brigade  (which  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Carman  of  the 
Thirteenth  New  Jersey,  General  Ruger  commanding  the  First 
Division,  Twenty-third  Corps)  was  crossed  to  the  South  Carolina 
side,  where  it  advanced  some  three  miles  and  took  up  a  good  posi- 
tion threatening  the  only  line  of  retreat  from  Savannah.  Some 
demonstrations  were  made  bv  the  enemv,  but  no  serious  attack, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  the  force  was  recalled,  the  city 
having  surrendered.  It  was  afternoon  of  the  22d,  however,  before 
the  opposition  of  the  elements  and  the  Confederates  allowed  the 
brigade  to  complete  the  transfer  to  Georgia  soil.  The  next  day  a 
camp  was  laid  out  and  soon  built,  to  be  shifted  to  a  less  favorable 
location  a  few  days  later ;  on  the  30th  the  corps  was  reviewed  by 
General  Sherman  in  Savannah, — and  thus  the  year  1864  ended. 

Soon  after  Colonel  Cogswell  was  brcvetted  a  brigadier  general 
and  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Third  Brigade, Third  Division, 
Twentieth  Corps.  On  the  ICth  of  January,  I8u'5,  he  formally  took 
leave  of  his  well-tried  command,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Morse  thence- 
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forth  leading  the  regiment ;  Colonel  Hawley  of  the  Third  Wiscon- 
sin took  command  of  the  brigade.  The  movement  through  the 
Carolmas  had  already  begun,  the  first  of  the  troops  having  marched 
the  loth,  and  on  the  17th  the  Second  Regiment  took  the  road, 
crossing  the  Savannah  river  on  pontons.  The  march  which  fol- 
lowed was  one  of  the  most  trying  in  which  the  regiment  had  ever 
taken  part.  The  weather  was  stormy  and  the  water  high,  flooding 
the  roads  and  all  the  country  for  miles,  and  one  storm  only  seemed 
to  give  place  to  another ;  the  roads  were  obstructed  in  every 
way  possible  to  impede  and  delay  the  advance,  and  Wheeler's 
cavalry,  while  not  strong  enough  to  offer  battle  in  earnest,  hovered 
on  all  sides  to  harass  and  annoy.  So  slow  was  the  progress  of  the 
column  that  on  the  29th  the  Second  had  only  ascended  the  river  to 
Robertville,  where  a  halt  of  three  days  was  made. 

Quitting  that  place  February  2,  the  route  led  thence  straight 
through  the  heart  of  the  Carolinas,  the  Edisto  being  crossed  on  the 
13th  and  the  Waterec  ten  days  later ;  Cheraw  was  occupied  by  the 
regiment  and  other  troops  on  the  6th  of  March,  and  on  the  13th  a 
review  was  had  by  General  Sherman  in  Fayetteville.  On  the  14th 
the  regiment  with  the  Thirteenth  New  Jersey  was  sent  on  a  recon- 
naissance for  forage  and  the  next  day  marched  some  ten  miles  and 
halted  in  a  pouring  rain,  but  at  evening  was  ordered  forward  some 
five  miles  to  the  support  of  Kilpatrick's  cavalry,  which  had  en- 
countered the  enemy  in  force.  The,  night  was  passed  in  line  of 
battle  and  on  the  16th  the  battle  of  Averysboro  was  fought. 

The  Confederate  commander,  Johnston,  to  gain  time  for  the  con- 
centration of  his  forces  beyond,  had  instructed  Hardee  to  check 
the  progress  of  Slocum's  column  as  much  as  he  could,  and  Hardee 
had  therefore  posted  his  troops  with  the  river  on  his  right  and  the 
swamp  on  his  left,  at  a  narrow  point.  In  the  morning  the  brigade, 
with  the  Second  on  the  left,  with  skirmishers  well  out  and  the  Hanks 
guarded  by  cavalry,  advanced  against  the  enemy  and  took  position 
in  the  edge  of  a  swampy  wood  near  an  open  field,  covering  the  main 
road.  The  enemy  made  desperate  efforts  with  infantry  and  ar- 
tillery to  drive  back  the  small  force,  but  every  attempt  was  repelled, 
the  brigade  holding  its  ground  till  it  was  out  of  ammunition  when 
it  was  relieved  by  that  of  General  Cogswell,  which  drove  the  foe 
back  through'  two  lines  of  works  and  into  the  third,  which  were 
abandoned  during  the  night.    The  loss  of  the  Second  had  been 
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four  killed  and  nine  wounded,  among  the  former  being  Captain  J. 
Ingcrsoll  Grafton  of  Boston,  who  was  shot  through  the  neck  while 
bravely  commanding  the  skirmish  line.  First  Lieutenant  Samuel 
Storrow  of  Boston,  on  General  Cogswell's  staff,  was  also  killed. 

Receiving  fresh  ammunition,  the  regiment  with  its  brigade  was 
moved  to  the  right  where  it  again  advanced  upon  the  enemy,  driv- 
ing them  back  and  holding  the  ground  gained  until  relieved.  Dur- 
ing this  time  Lieutenant  Colonel  Morse  commanding  the  regiment 
was  disabled  by  a  wound  in  the  shoulder,  devolving  the  command 
of  the  11G  men  that  were  left  upon  Captain  Brown.  Two  others 
were  killed  and  seven  wounded,  making  the  loss  of  the  day  24. 

The  onward  movement  was  resumed  the  next  day, the  Fourteenth 
Corps  going  to  the  front  and  the  Twentieth  following  a  few  miles  in 
the  rear.  One  division  of  each  was  in  the  rear  with  the  trains, 
while  the  others  in  light  marching  order  followed  the  retiring  Con- 
federates. Johnston  made  his  stand  some  miles  short  of  Benton- 
ville  on  the  19th,  and  the  battle  of  that  name  was  fought.  lie 
hoped  to  crush  Slocum's  forces  in  detail,  and  fell  furiously  upon 
the  divisions  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  but  at  the  sound  of  the  can- 
nonade those  of  the  Twentieth  hurried  forward,  lengthening  and 
strengthening  the  Union  line ;  six  assaults  of  the  Confederates 
were  repulsed  and  the  Union  line  was  established  and  intrenched. 
In  this  fight  the  Second  was  in  the  supporting  lines,  and  though 
moved  from  point  to  point  was  not  engaged  and  suffered  no  loss. 

On  the  20th  the  other  columns  of  Sherman's  army  came  up, 
Johnston  was  forced  from  the  offensive  to  the  defensive,  and  on  the 
21st  there  was  some  sharp  fighting  at  other  parts  of  the  lines. 
Early  on  the  following  morning  a  general  advance  was  ordered,  but 
the  enemy  had  retired  during  the  night.  Once  more  the  order  was 
"  Forward ! "  and  on  the  24th  the  column  passed  through  Golds- 
boro  with  music  playing  and  banners  flying.  A  mile  or  two  beyond, 
on  the  Weldon  railroad,  the  regiment  halted,  connections  having 
been  reached  and  the  campaign  being  virtually  ended.  Camp  was 
established,  and  its  routine,  even  to  drills  was  taken  up. 

General  Mower  took  command  of  the  corps  on  the  3d  of  April, 
returning  General  Williams  to  the  command  of  the  division;  and  a 
few  days  later,  as  the  Second  had  a  large  number  of  officers,  it  was 
decided  to  send  eight  of  them  upon  recruiting  service,  while  the 
regiment  was  temporarily  consolidated  in  two  companies,  under  corn- 
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mand  of  Captain  Phalen.  The  news  of  the  fall  of  Richmond  was 
received  on  the  6th  of  April,  and  Sherman  at  once  prepared  to  move 
in  co-operation  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  march  began  on 
the  10th,  on  the  13th  the  regiment  camped  at  Raleigh,  and  the 
following  day  Johnston  made  overtures  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities. 

With  an  occasional  march  into  the  surrounding  country,  a  forag- 
ing expedition  or  a  review,  the  time  passed  till  the  29th,  when  the 
surrender  of  Johnston  was  announced,  and  the  following  day  the 
march  toward  Washington  began.  On  the  11th  of  May  the  regi- 
ment passed  through  Richmond,  four  years  from  the  day  its  first 
camp  was  established  in  Massachusetts.  Of  its  original  roster  only 
four  officers  remained,  and  less  than  100  of  its  1,000  enlisted  men. 

The  march  ended  on  the  19th  at  Cloud's  Mills,  three  miles  from 
Alexandria,  when  Lieutenant  Colonel  Morse,  having  sufficiently  re- 
covered from  his  wound,  returned  to  the  command.  On  the  24th 
Sherman's  army  was  reviewed  in  Washington,  and  the  Second  went 
into  camp  at  Bladensburg ;  on  the  6th  of  June  General  Hawley 
bade  farewell  to  the  Brigade,  and  the  next  day  the  Twentieth  Corps 
was  broken  up.  The  Second  was  now  brigaded  with  the  Fifth  Con- 
necticut, Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  and  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
third  New  York,  forming  the  Second  Brigade  in  Bartlett's  Division 
of  the  District  of  Washington.  The  regiment  went  into  camp  on 
Capitol  Hill  June  14,  and  a  month  later  was  mustered  out  of  the 
national  service,  leaving  for  home  on  the  following  day. 

At  New  York  it  received  a  cordial  greeting  from  General  Hooker, 
under  whom  much  of  its  service  had  been  seen,  and  proceeded 
thence  by  steamer  to  Providence  and  by  rail  to  Readville,  where  it 
remained  in  camp  till  the  preparations  for  final  payment  and  dis- 
charge were  completed.  During  that  time  a  large  number  of  com- 
plimentary promotions  were  issued  by  Governor  Andrew,  and  on 
the  26th  of  July,  1865,  the  organization  was  dissolved. 


Digitized  by 


THE  THIRD  REGIMENT 


THE  Third  Regiment  of  Massachusetts  Militia,  though  its  head- 
quarters were  at  New  Bedford,  was  one  of  the  first  to  reach 
Boston  when  the  call  was  made  in  April,  1861,  arriving  early 
in  the  forenoon  of  the  16th  and  being  quartered  in  the  hall  over  the 
Old  Colony  railroad  station.  Like  the  Fourth  and  Sixth,  it  was 
ready  for  departure  at  6  o'clock  that  afternoon.  The  command 
consisted  of  but  seven  companies,  with  a  total  of  446  officers  and 
men,  the  roster  being  as  follows : — 

Colonel,  David  W.  Wardrop  of  New  Bedford ;  lieutenant  colonel, 
Charles  Raymond  of  Plymouth;  major,  John  H.  Jennings;  surgeon, 
Alexander  8.  Holmes ;  assistant  surgeon,  Johnson  Clark ;  adjutant, 
Austin  S.  Cushman,  all  of  New  Bedford;  quartermaster,  Kdward  D. 
Allen  of  Fairhaven;  sergeant  major,  Albert  C.  Maggi;  quartermaster 
sergeant,  Frederick  S.  Gifford,  both  of  New  Bedford. 

Company  A,  Halifax  Light  Infantry — Captain,  Joseph  S.  Harlow 
of  Middleboro;  first  lieutenant,  Cephas  Washburn,  Jr.,  of  Kingston; 
second  lieutenant,  Charles  P.  Lyon  of  Halifax. 

Company  B,  Standish  Guard — Captain,  Charles  C.  Doten  ;  first 
lieutenant,  Otis  Rogers,  both  of  Plymouth;  second  lieutenant,  Will- 
iam B.  Alexander  of  Boston. 

Company  C,  Cambridge  City  Guards — Captain,  James  P.  Richard- 
son ;  first  lieutenant,  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain ;  second  lieutenant, 
Edwin  F.  Richardson. 

Company  G,  Assonet  Light  Infantry  —  Captain,  John  W.  Marble; 
first  lieutenant,  Humphrey  A.  Francis;  second  lieutenant,  John  M. 
Dean,  all  of  Freetown. 

Company  H,  Samoset  Guards  —  Captain,  Lucien  L.  Perkins;  first 
lieutenant,  Oscar  E.  Washburn,  both  of  Plympton;  second  lieutenant, 
Southworth  Loring  of  Middleboro. 

Company  K,  Bay  State  Light  Infantry — Captain,  William  S.  McFar- 
lin  of  South  Carver;  first  lieutenant,  John  Dunham  of  North  Carver; 
second  lieutenant,  Francis  L.  Porter  of  New  Bedford. 

Company  L,  New  Bedford  City  Guards— Captain,  Timothy  Ingra- 
ham;  first  lieutenant,  James  Barton;  second  lieutenant,  Austin  S. 
Cushman. 
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The  Third  Regiment  was  destined  for  Fortress  Monroe,  and  at  6 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  17th  of  April  marched  to  the  State 
House,  where  it  was  equipped,  and  thence  to  the  steamer  at  Central 
wharf,  where  it  at  once  embarked,  but  remained  at  anchor  in  the 
harbor  till  noon  of  the  18th.  It  then  sailed  for  Virginia,  reaching 
its  destination  on  the  20th,  two  hours  after  the  arrival  of  the 
Fourth  Regiment.  Colonel  Wardrop  was  at  once  directed  to  report 
to  Commodore  Paulding,  and  was  by  that  officer  ordered  with  his 
command  aboard  the  United  States  steamer  Pawnee  and  sailed  at 
o  o'clock  for  the  Gosport  Navy  Yard,  where  the  regiment  landed 
late  in  the  evening.  About  midnight  Paulding  informed  Colonel 
Wardrop  that  the  evacuation  of  the  yard  had  been  decided  on,  and 
though  the  latter  protested  earnestly,  the  measure  was  carried  out. 
The  regiment  was  detailed  to  assist  in  the  destruction,  most  of  the 
men  re-embarking  at  4  o'clock  and  dropping  down  the  river  till  the 
firing  detachments  came  off  in  small  boats,  after  which  the  vessels 
made  their  way  down  through  the  obstructions  and  the  Third 
landed  at  the  Fortress  late  in  the  morning  of  the  :21st. 

It  was  made  a  part  of  the  garrison  there  on  the  22d,  and  the  day 
after  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  for  three  months 
in  due  form.  Four  companies  enlisted  for  three  years,  which  after- 
ward formed  part  of  the  Twenty -ninth  Regiment,  joined  the 
Third  during  May — Company  I,  Captain  Chamberlain  of  Lynn,  and 
Company  M,  Captain  Tyler  of  Boston,  on  the  14th;  Company  D, 
Captain  Chipman  of  Sandwich,  and  Company  E,  Captain  Doten  of 
Plymouth,  on  the  22d,  when  General  Butler  took  command  of  the 
Department  of  Virginia.  On  the  1st  of  July  the  regiment  left  the 
fort,  crossed  the  creek  and  occupied  the  village  of  Hampton,  in  con- 
nection with  the  naval  brigade  and  followed  by  the  Fourth  Regiment, 
all  under  the  command  of  General  E.  W.  Pierce.  Some  skirmish- 
ing ensued,  but  the  enemy  were  soon  driven  from  the  vicinity  by 
Union  scouting  parties. 

A  threatening  movement  being  made  against  the  village  on  the 
4th  by  a  strong  party  of  the  enemy,  the  regiment  with  some  com- 
panies of  the  garrison  and  four  pieces  of  artillery,  under  command 
of  Colonel  Wardrop,  marched  out  two  miles  to  the  junction  of  the 
roads  and  formed  line  of  battle  during  the  night;  but  in  the  morn- 
ing it  was  found  that  the  enemy  had  retired.  A  scouting  partv  of 
3o  from  Company  C,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Chamberlain,  fol- 
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lowed  the  retiring  foe  to  the  vicinity  of  Yorktown,  being  absent 
five  days  and  gaining  much  valuable  information  regarding  the 
country  and  the  enemy's  position  and  strength.  With  this  exception 
the  regiment  devoted  itself  to  strengthening  the  fort  and  fortifying 
in  the  vicinity,  various  details  taking  part  in  unimportant  expeditions 
by  water,  till  the  16th  of  July,  when  by  direction  of  General  Butler 
preparation  was  made  for  the  return  to  Massachusetts.  Embarking 
on  the  steamer  Cambridge  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  the  seven 
original  companies  returned  to  Boston,  reaching  there  the  19th  and 
four  days  later  being  mustered  out  of  the  national  service. 

THE  NINE-MONTHS'  TERM. 

The  call  for  nine-months'  troops  in  the  summer  of  1862  was  met 
in  part  by  the  volunteering  of  the  militia  regiments  of  the  state, 
among  which  the  Third  promptly  offered  its  services.  It  was 
ordered  to  Camp  Joe  Hooker  at  Lakeville,  where  its  ranks  were 
filled  to  the  required  standard,  though  the  regiment  of  ten  com- 
panies and  1,000  men  thus  organized  bore  but  little  resemblance  in 
its  make-up  to  the  one  of  the  same  name  which  responded  to  the 
first  call.  The  companies  began  to  gather  at  the  rendezvous  Sep- 
tember 16  ;  they  were  all  present  on  the  22d  ;  eight  companies  were 
mustered  the  day  following  and  the  remainder  on  the  26th.  Orders 
were  received  on  the  8th  of  October  to  prepare  for  departure  to 
North  Carolina,  but  it  was  some  days  before  the  men  were  supplied 
with  overcoats.  The  field  and  staff  were  principally  mustered  on 
the  15th,  the  roster  following : — 

Colonel,  Silas  P.  Richmond  of  Freetown;  lieutenant  colonel,  James 
Barton  of  New  Bedford;  major,  John  Morisseyof  Plymouth;  surgeon, 
Alfred  A.  Stocker  of  Cambridge;  assistant  surgeon,  Woodbridge  R. 
Howes  of  Mattapoisett;  adjutant,  Lucien  L.  Perkins  of  Plympton; 
quartermaster,  Bethucl  Penniman,  Jr.,  of  New  Bedford;  chaplain, 
Charles  A.  Snow  of  Fall  River;  sergeant  major.  Edward  L.  Bobbins 
of  Plymouth;  quartormaster  sergeant,  Theodore  A.  Barton  of  New 
Bedford;  commissary  sergeant,  Arthur  Hooper  of  Bridgewater;  hos- 
pital steward,  Eugene  Whittemore  of  Boston. 

Company  A — Captain,  John  W.  Marble  of  Freetown;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Charles  P.  Lyon;  second  lieutenant,  Nathaniel  Morton,  both  of 
Halifax. 

Company  B — Captain,  Thomas  B.  Griffith  of  Carver;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Charles  A.  S.  Perkins  of  Plymouth;  second  lieutenant,  William 
S.  Briggs  of  Middleboro. 
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Company  C,  Fall  River — Captain,  Elihu  Grant;  first  lieutenant, 
Benjamin  A.  Shaw;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  D.  Copeland. 

Company  D,  Fall  River — Captain,  Andrew  H.  Wright;  first  lieuten- 
ant Thomas  McFarland;  second  lieutenant,  George  Reynolds,  Jr. 

Company  E— Captain,  John  A.  Hawes  of  Fairhaven;  first  lieuten- 
ant, William  E.  Mason;  second  lieutenant,  James  L.  Sharp,  both  of 
New  Bedford. 

Company  F,  New  Bedford — Captain,  George  R.  Hurlhut;  first  lieu- 
tenant, William  H.  Allen,  3d;  second  lieutenant,  Jonathan  W.  Davis. 

Company  G,  New  Bedford — Captain,  William  S.  Cobb;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Henry  W.  Briggs;  second  lieutenant,  James  L.  Wilbur. 

Company  H — Captain,  Otis  A.  Baker  of  Rehoboth;  first  lieutenant, 
Robert  Crossman  of  Dighton;  second  lieutenant,  Joseph  Gibbs  of 
Somerset. 

Company  I — Captain,  Barnabas  Ewer,  Jr.,  of  Fairhaven;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Solomon  K.  Eaton  of  Mattapoisett;  second  lieutenant,  Jabez 
M.  Lvle  of  Fairhaven. 

Company  K — Captain,  Samuel  Bates  of  East  Bridgewater;  first 
lieutenant,  Nathan  Forbes  of  Bridgewater;  second  lieutenant,  Charles 
E.  Churchill  of  West  Bridgewater. 

The  command  embarked  on  the  steamers  Merrimack  and  Missis- 
sippi on  the  22d  of  October,  and  sailed  that  evening,  reaching  Beau- 
fort the  26th,  where  they  debarked  and  proceeded  at  once  by  rail  to 
Newbcrn,  going  into  camp  on  the  banks  of  the  Neuse  a  mile  from  the 
city.  Three  days  later  the  regiment  was  equipped  and  armed  with 
the  Austrian  rifled  musket— a  very  poor  weapon.  Two  companies 
were  soon  after  detached  for  duty  at  Newport  Barracks,  where  they 
remained  for  more  than  a  month  and  a  picket  station  at  Creek  No. 
1  was  maintained  for  three  months  by  details  of  some  80  men  from 
the  Third.  A  month  later  Company  I  went  to  Plymouth,  N.  C, 
where  it  remained  on  garrison  duty  for  over  five  months,  during 
which  time  it  was  engaged  in  the  fight  of  December  10,  losing  one 
man  killed,  several  wounded  and  14  taken  prisoners. 

The  regiment  was  assigned  to  Colonel  Horace  C.  Lee's  Brigade, 
the  other  regiments  being  the  Fifth,  Twenty-fifth,  Twenty-seventh 
and  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts.  An  attack  of  the  Confederates  on 
the  pickets  at  Deep  Gully  on  the  11th  of  November  called  the  Third 
to  arms,  and  they  stood  during  the  night  in  momentary  anticipation 
of  marching  orders,  which  did  not  come.  The  first  expedition  in 
which  the  command  took  part  was  that  toward  Uoldsboro,  starting 
on  the  11th  of  December,  and  occupying  11  days.  The  regiment 
had  a  share  in  the  actions  at  Kinston  and  Whitehall,  though  not 
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actively  engaged,  and  at  Goldsboro  on  the  17th  assisted  in  tearing 
up  the  railroad  track  under  fire  from  the  enemy,  and  later,  as  the 
main  force  was  retiring,  supported  the  artillery  during  the  repulse 
of  the  Confederate  attack.  Though  much  exposed  during  the  day 
the  regiment  escaped  with  a  loss  of  but  six  wounded. 

Toward  the  close  of  December  the  Third  were  assigned  to  Gen- 
eral Heckman's  Brigade  of  Naglee's  Division,  Eighteenth  Corps, 
but  at  an  inspection  held  soon  after  their  muskets  were  condemned. 
As  they  could  not  be  replaced  at  that  time,  the  regiment  was  un- 
able to  participate  in  the  expedition  to  South  Carolina  of  which  the 
brigade  formed  part.  It  was  accordingly  detached  and  assigned 
to  Colonel  Jourdan's  Brigade,  with  which  it  remained  till  the  close 
of  its  term.  On  the  26th  of  January,  1863,  the  regiment  moved 
to  Camp  Jourdan,  near  Fort  Totten, — a  very  unfavorable  locality; 
but  as  it  was  an  important  point  in  the  defenses  of  Newbern  the 
regiment  by  great  exertion  created  a  pleasant  and  healthful  camp. 

The  next  active  service  of  the  Third  was  on  the  6th  of  March, 
when  with  the  division  commanded  by  General  Prince  it  went  on  a 
five-days'  expedition  into  Jones  and  Onslow  counties,  during  which 
the  regiment  won  official  thanks  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  its 
duties.  On  the  14th  an  attack  by  the  Confederates  on  the  out- 
posts at  Deep  Gully  called  the  Third  to  arms  and  they  marched  out 
four  miles,  when  demonstrations  against  Newbern  itself  caused 
their  return  to  camp,  where  they  remained  under  arms  till  after- 
noon of  the  next  day.  They  then  joined  Prince's  Division  on  a 
reconnaissance  to  Pollocksvillc,  returning  at  evening  of  the  16th. 
With  the  beginning  of  April  large  daily  details  were  made  for  work 
on  the  intrenchments,  150  men  being  furnished  when  the  regiment 
was  in  cam]),  and  this  labor  continued  while  they  remained  in 
North  Carolina. 

Orders  were  received  on  the  5th  of  April  to  embark  for  the  re- 
lief of  Little  Washington,  N.  C,  then  besieged  by  a  Confederate 
force,  but  it  was  not  till  evening  of  the  7th  that  the  regiment  was 
transported  across  the  Neusc  and  next  day  joined  a  column  under 
General  Spinola  intended  for  an  overland  diversion  in  favor  of  the 
garrison.  A  rapid  march  was  made  to  Blount's  Creek,  where  the 
enemy  were  found  in  some  force,  a  skirmish  ensued,  and  General 
Spinola's  command  retraced  its  steps,  reaching  Newbern  on  the 
evening  of  the  10th.    A  more  efficient  movement  was  made  six 
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days  later,  when  the  regiment  marched  to  Core  Creek,  remaining 
in  the  vicinity  six  days  and  having  some  slight  skirmishes  with  the 
enemy,  the  result  of  the  movement  being  to  cause  a  raising  of  the 
siege  of  Washington.  In  consequence  of  a  disaster  to  the  Eighty- 
fifth  Pennsylvania,  in  which  its  colonel,  Jones,  was  killed,  the 
Third  were  ordered  in  the  evening  of  the  23d  to  march  to  the 
vicinity  of  Batchclder's  Creek,  which  was  done,  the  command  lying 
in  line  of  battle  during  the  night  :  but  it  was  found  next  morning 
that  the  enemy  had  retreated  and  the  regiment  returned  to  New- 
born, the  march  being  very  severe  on  account  of  heat  and  dust. 

No  further  expeditions  of  importance  were  undertaken,  and  after 
a  period  of  picket  duty  the  Third  were  ordered  home  to  Massachu- 
setts, their  time  having  expired.  Taking  transports  on  the  11th  of 
June,  they  reached  Boston  on  the  16th,  and  after  a  very  flattering 
reception  took  cars  for  Camp  Joe  Hooker ;  but  before  reaching  it 
the  men  were  furloughed  with  orders  to  report  on  the  2'2d.  They 
did  so,  and  after  remaining  in  camp  four  days  were  mustered  out 
on  the  2b'th  by  Captain  J.  K.  Lawrence  of  the  regular  army. 
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THE  Fourth  Regiment,  Massachusetts  Militia,  had  the  honor  of 
being  the  first  organization  to  leave  Boston  in  response  to  the 
call  of  April  14, 1861,  for  troops  for  the  national  defense.  Its 
head-quarters  were  at  Quincy,  the  home  of  Colonel  Packard,  but  the 
companies  were  scattered  through  a  considerable  region,  and  the 
individual  members  were  still  further  dispersed  ;  yet  before  sunset 
of  the  16th  the  command  was  in  Boston,  with  its  head-quarters  in 
Faneuil  Hall,  and  ready  for  any  duty  which  might  be  required. 
It  was  not  till  the  following  afternoon,  however,  that  transpor 
tation  and  preliminaries  had  been  arranged,  when  at  3  o'clock  the 
Fourth  marched  to  the  State  House,  where  they  heard  a  few  thrill- 
ing words  from  Governor  Andrew,  to  which  Colonel  Packard  made 
response,  after  which  the  regiment  marched  to  the  Old  Colony  rail- 
road depot  and  took  cars  for  Fall  River,  en  route  to  Fortress  Mon- 
roe. The  command  consisted  of  nine  companies,  with  a  total  of 
635  officers  and  men,  this  being  the  roster : — 

Colonel,  Abner  B.  Packard  of  Quincy;  lieutenant  colonel,  Hawkes 
Fearing,  Jr.,  of  Hingham;  major,  Horace  O.  Whittemore  of  Boston; 
surgeon,  Henry  M.  Saville;  assistant  surgeon,  William  L.  Faxon;  ad- 
jutant, Henry  Walker,  all  of  Quincy;  quartermaster,  William  W.  Car- 
ruth  of  Boston;  sergeant  major,  Alvin  E.  Hall  of  Foxboro;  quarter- 
master sergeant,  George  W.  Barnes  of  Plymouth;  drum  major,  George 
W.  Pope  of  Quincy. 

Company  A,  Union  Light  Guards — Captain,  Ira  Drake  of  Stough- 
ton;  first  lieutenant,  Henry  U.  Morse;  second  lieutenant,  John  Mc- 
Kay, Jr.,  both  of  Canton.  * 

Company  B — Captain  Milo  M.  Williams,  Jr.;  first  lieutenant,  Lin- 
ton Waldron;  second  lieutenant,  William  E.  Bump,  Jr.,  all  of  Easton. 
(Companies  B,  C,  D,  E  and  G  were  known  as  the  *'  Light  Infantry" 
of  their  respective  towns.) 

Company  C — Captain,  Cephas  C.  Bumpus;  first  lieutenant,  James 
T.  Stevens;  second  lieutenant,  Isaac  P.  Fuller,  all  of  Braintree. 

Company  D — Captain,  Horace  Niles;  first  lieutenant,  Otis  S.  Wil- 
bur; second  lieutenant,  Hiram  F.  Wales,  all  of  Randolph. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  FOURTH  REGIME  ST. 


Company  E — Captain,  Charles  F.  Allen  ;  first  lieutenant,  Lewis 
Soule;  second  lieutenant.  John  W.  Mitchell,  all  of  South  Abington. 

Company  F,  Warren  Light  Guards — Captain,  David  L.  Shepard; 
first  lieutenant,  Moses  A.  Richardson;  second  lieutenant,  Carlos  A. 
Hart,  all  of  Foxboro. 

Company  G — Captain,  Timothy  Gordon;  first  lieutenant,  Zaccheus 
Sherman:  second  lieutenant,  Frederick  A.  Harrington,  all  of  Taunton. 

Company  H,  Hancock  Light  Guards — Captain,  Franklin  Curtis; 
first  lieutenant,  Edward  A.  Spear;  second  lieutenant,  Benjamin  F. 
Messervy,  all  of  Quincy. 

Company  I,  Lincoln  Light  Guards — Captain,  Luther  Stephenson, 
Jr.,  first  lieutenant,  Charles  Sprague;  second  lieutenant,  Nathaniel 
French,  Jr.,  all  of  Hingham. 

At  Fall  River  the  regiment  went  aboard  the  steamer  State  of 
Maine,  by  which  it  was  landed  at  New  York  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
18th.  There  the  Fourth  remained  for  24  hours  while  the  steamer 
prepared  for  its  ocean  voyage,  setting  out  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
10th  and  reaching  the  vicinity  of  the  Fortress  early  the  following 
morning.  At  sunrise  the  unfurling  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes  above 
the  stronghold  dispelled  the  fears  which  had  been  entertained  as  to 
its  safety,  and  as  soon  as  practicable  the  command  landed  amid  the 
cheers  of  the  small  garrison,  being  the  first  loyal  regiment  to  place 
foot  upon  ground  claimed  by  any  seceding  state, — Virginia  having 
adopted  an  ordinance  of  secession  three  days  before. 

At  once  the  labors  of  the  regiment  began.  The  Fortress  was 
almost  defenseless  on  the  land  side — from  which  danger  now  threat- 
ened it ; — there  were  heavy  guns  to  mount,  vessels  to  unload  and 
many  routine  duties  to  perform.  The  command  was  mustered  into 
the  United  States  service  on  the  22d,  and  for  more  than  a  month 
remained  in  the  fort.  General  Butler  took  command  of  the  De- 
partment of  Virginia  about  the  middle  of  May,  .and  on  the  27th  the 
Fourth  with  the  First  Vermont  and  the  Tenth  New  York  Regiments 
were  sent  to  Newport  News,  some  12  miles  distant,  to  form  an  in- 
trenched camp,  known  as  Camp  Butler.  From  that  time  till  their 
return  to  Massachusetts  the  Fourth  were  engaged  almost  constantly 
in  fortifying  the  position  thus  taken. 

Five  companies  of  the  regiment  as  volunteers  took  part  in  the 
expedition  against  Big  Bethel,  setting  out  on  the  night  of  the  IHh 
of  June,  soon  after  midnight,  under  command  of  Major  Whitte- 
more.  The  encounter  which  occurred  between  two  regiments  of 
the  command  at  daylight,  when  each  mistook  the  other  for  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


144 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 


enemy,  was  stopped  by  Major  Whittemore,  who  rode  out  in  front  of 
his  line  and  discovered  the  true  situation.  The  disorder  having 
been  rectified,  the  movement  continued,  and  the  Massachusetts  de- 
tachment with  a  like  detail  from  the  Vermont  regiment  were  ordered 
to  turn  the  enemy's  left,  and  under  a  heavy  fire  had  nearly  gained 
the  hostile  works  in  their  front  when  a  retreat  was  ordered  and  on 
the  part  of  the  right  wing  reluctantly  obeyed,  the  Fourth  having 
suffered  the  loss  of  one  mortally  and  one  or  two  slightly  wounded. 
On  the  return  to  Newport  News,  Major  ^Vhittemore's  command 
formed  the  rear  guard,  and  its  conduct  throughout,  in  the  first  bat- 
tle in  which  Massachusetts  troops  had  part,  was  exemplary. 

Camp  Butler  was  quitted  on  the  3d  of  July,  and  the  regiment 
took  quarters  in  the  village  of  Hampton,  then  practically  deserted, 
save  by  the  negroes.  There  it  remained  in  quiet  till  the  11th,  when 
it  marched  over  to  Fortress  Monroe  to  prepare  for  the  return  to 
Massachusetts.  On  the  loth  it  took  passage  for  Boston  on  the 
steamer  S.  R.  Spaulding,  reaching  its  destination  on  the  18th.  Land- 
ing on  Long  Island  in  the  harbor,  the  command  remained  there  till 
the  22d,  when,  just  three  months  after  its  muster  in,  it  was  honor- 
ably dismissed. 

THK  MINK-MONTHS'  TERM. 

Under  the  call  for  nine -months'  troops  in  August,  1862,  the 
Fourth  with  the  other  militia  regiments  of  the  state  volunteered  for 
duty,  and  was  ordered  to  Camp  Joe  Hooker  at  Lakeville  to  fill  its 
ranks  to  the  required  standard.  Company  B  was  mustered  on  the 
1st  of  September,  II  on  the  19th,  E  on  the  26th,  and  the  other 
companies  on  the  23d,  though  sonic  additions  were  made  later. 
The  field  officers  and  part  of  the  staff  were  not  mustered  till  the 
16th  of  December.  Some  of  the  companies  were  nominally  the 
same  which  had  gone  out  in  1861,  but  very  few  names  re-appeared 
in  the  roster  of  ofheers  or  men.  The  field,  staff  and  line  were 
made  up  as  follows  : — 

Colonel,  Henry  Walker  of  Quincy ;  lieutenant  colonel,  Eben  T. 
Colby  of  Lawrence:  niajor,  Charles  F.  Howard  of  Foxboro;  surgeon, 
James  Waldock  of  Koxbury:  assistant  surgeons,  Edward  W.  Norton 
of  Blandford  and  Joseph  F.  Gould  of  South  Boston ;  adjutant, 
Augustus  Crocker;  quartermaster.  Thomas  J.  Lothrop,  both  of 
Taunton;  chaplain.  Samuel  E.  Pierce  of  Gloucester;  sergeant  major, 
Franklin  Jacobs  of  Canton;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Edwin  Barrows 
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of  Norton;  commissary  sergeant,  Lebaron  Goodwin  of  Duxbury ; 
hospital  steward,  Charles  W.  Howland  of  Abington;  principal  mu- 
sician,  Nelson  Mann  of  Randolph. 

Company  A — Captain,  John  Hall  of  Canton;  first  lieutenant,  Ira 
Drake  of  Stoughton;  second  lieutenant,  Henry  U.  Morse  of  Canton. 

Company  B,  Lawrence — Captain,  George  S.  Merrill;  first  lieuten- 
ant, John  K.  Tarbox;  second  lieutenant,  Albert  F.  Dow. 

Company  C — Captain,  Seneca  R.  Thomas;  first  lieutenant,  Daniel 
F.  Wood,  both  of  Middleboro;  second  lieutenant,  James  M.  Sampson 
of  Lakeville. 

Company  D,  Randolph — Captain,  Hiram  C.  Alden;  first  lieutenant, 
Myron  W.  Hollis;  second  lieutenant,  Edmund  Cottle. 

Company  E — Captain,  Lewis  Soule;  first  lieutenant,  Henry  Hum- 
ble; second  lieutenant,  John  Maloy,  all  of  Abington. 

Company  F — Captain,  William  R.  Black  of  Taunton;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Benjamin  H.  Richmond  of  Norton;  second  lieutenant,  Isaac  H. 
Bonney  of  Foxboro. 

Company  G,  Taunton — Captain,  Charles  H.  Paull;  first  lieutenant, 
William  J.  Briggs;  second  lieutenant,  William  H.  Monroe. 

Company  H,  Lawrence — Captain,  John  R.  Rollins;  first  lieuten- 
ant, James"  G.  Abbott;  second  lieutenant,  Hiram  Robinson. 

Company  I — Captain,  Henry  B.  Maglathlin  of  Duxbury;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Horatio  C.  Sampson  of  Pembroke;  second  lieutenant,  William 
F  Holmes  of  Kingston. 

Company  K,  Taunton — Captain,  William  H.  Bartlett;  first  lieu- 
tenant, John  H.  Church;  second  lieutenant,  Philander  Williams. 

The  regiment  did  not  leave  camp  till  the  27th  of  December,  when 
it  went  to  New  York  and  embarked  for  Louisiana,  about  700  find- 
ing passage  on  the  ship  George  Pcahody  and  the  balance  on  another 
sailing  vessel.  Leaving  the  harbor  January  3, 1803,  the  main  body 
reached  New  Orleans  February  7  and  landed  at  Carrollton  on  the 
13th,  after  47  days  on  board  ship,  the  rest  of  the  regiment  arriving 
at  about  the  same  time.  It  was  attached  to  the  First  Brigade, 
Third  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  the  division  being  commanded 
by  General  Emory  and  the  brigade  by  Colonel  Ingraham  of  the 
Thirty-eighth  Massachusetts.  The  other  regiments  of  the  brigade 
were  the  Sixteenth  New  Hampshire,  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  and 
One  Hundred  and  Sixty-second  New  York. 

Going  to  Baton  Rouge  on  the  7th  of  March  when  General 
Emory's  division  was  transferred  to  that  side  of  the  river  to  take 
part  in  the  expedition  against  Port  Hudson,  co-operating  with  the 
attempt  of  Admiral  Farragut  to  run  the  batteries  on  the  water 
front  of  the  town,  the  regiment  left  that  place  on  the  13th,  being 
absent  nearly  a  week.    Remaining  in  camp  till  the  3d  of  April, 
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the  Fourth  then  went  down  the  river  to  Algiers,  and  five  davs  later 
to  Brashear  City,  remaining  with  the  Sixteenth  New  Hampshire  at 
that  place  as  a  guard  to  the  depot  of  supplies  while  General  Banks 
was  engaged  with  the  bulk  of  his  available  force  in  an  expedition 
through  the  Teche  country  to  Alexandria. 

In  contemplation  of  the  attack  on  the  enemy  at  Fort  Bisland,  the 
regiment  was  ordered  to  the  front  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  11th, 
marching  ten  miles  that  night  and  next  morning  taking  position 
in  the  lines.  It  had  a  part  in  the  skirmishing  of  the  two  days 
which  followed,  and  at  night  of  the  13th  was  placed  in  the  extreme 
front,  with  orders  to  hold  through  the  night  what  had  been  gained 
during  the  day.  Next  morning  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  had 
evacuated  the  fort,  retreating  in  the  direction  of  Opelousas,  and 
the  regiment  joined  in  the  pursuit  as  far  as  Franklin,  but  as  the  foe 
could  not  be  overtaken  Colonel  Walker's  command  was  ordered 
back  to  Brashear  City.  There  it  remained  till  the  30th  of  May. 
Ten  days  previous  Captain  Merrill  with  50  men  of  Company  B  was 
detailed  as  guard  to  the  steamer  Louisiana  Belle  in  an  expedition 
up  the  Bayou  Cortableu  to  near  Washington  for  a  quantity  of  cot- 
ton. The  cargo  was  secured,  but  on  the  return  trip  the  vessel  was 
fired  upon  by  guerrillas  concealed  on  the  shore  at  an  especially 
difficult  portion  of  the  route,  the  first  volley  wounding  ten  of  the 
guard  and  killing  the  captain  of  the  boat ;  but  the  ability  of  Cap- 
tain Merrill  and  the  bravery  of  his  men  brought  the  vessel  through 
without  further  loss. 

The  regiment  left  Brashear  on  the  30th,  reporting  to  General 
Banks  before  Port  Hudson,  and  at  once  took  part  in  the  investment 
of  that  stronghold,  doing  duty  in  the  trenches  and  otherwise  as  re- 
quired till  the  assault  of  the  14th  of  June,  in  which  it  had  an 
honorable  part.  Companies  A  and  K  were  detailed  on  this  occa- 
sion to  carry  hand-grenades  in  advance  of  the  assaulting  line,  doing 
valiant  though  fruitless  service  and  suffering  severely,  Captain 
Bartlett  of  Company  K  being  killed  while  attempting  to  scale  the 
hostile  ramparts.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  during  the  day  was 
seven  killed  and  61  wounded,  several  mortally,  most  of  the  loss 
being  from  the  two  detailed  companies. 

After  the  surrender  this  was  one  of  the  regiments  selected  to 
occupy  and  garrison  the  works,  remaining  there  until  the  4th  of 
August.    In  common  with  some  of  the  other  nine -months'  regi- 
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ments,  there  was  some  misunderstanding  regarding  the  expiration 
of  its  term,  and  at  one  time  a  portion  of  the  command  refused  to 
do  duty  and  were  arrested,  heing  released  after  an  understanding 
was  reached.  During  their  service  the  Fourth  suffered  severely 
from  sickness,  118  dying  from  disease,  including  Second  Lieuten- 
ants William  F.  Holmes,  on  the  3d  of  June  at  Brashear  City,  and 
Isaac  II.  Bonney,  on  the  23d  of  August  at  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

The  regiment  started  for  home  on  the  4th  of  August,  going  by 
steamer  North  America  to  Cairo,  111.,  and  thence  by  rail,  reaching 
Boston  on  the  17th.  The  men,  having  been  furloughed  for  ten 
days,  re-assembled  at  Lakeville  and  were  mustered  out  on  the  28th. 
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THE  Fifth  Regiment  of  Militia  was  not  among  the  few  re- 
ceiving the  first  call  to  arms  when  the  national  flag  was 
fired  upon  at  Sumter.  At  a  meeting  held  on  the  15th  of 
April,  1861,  the  services  of  the  command  were  formally  tendered 
to  the  governor,  and  on  the  17th,  when  the  first  contingent  of 
Massachusetts  soldiers  set  out  for  the  front,  it  was  ordered  to 
hold  itself  in  readiness;  but  it  was  not  till  the  19th,  when  the 
streets  of  Baltimore  were  consecrated  by  the  blood  of  the  martyrs 
of  the  Sixth,  that  the  orders  to  report  for  duty  were  received. 
The  regiment  repaired  to  Boston,  and  rtiade  its  head -quarters 
at  Faneuil  Hall  till  the  morning  of  the  21st,  when  its  comple- 
ment of  ten  companies  having  been  completed  by  the  addition  of 
one  from  the  First  Regiment  and  four  from  the  Seventh,  it  set  out 
for  Washington,  being  made  up  and  officered  as  follows : — 

Colonel,  Samuel  C.  Lawrence  of  Medford;  lieutenant  colonel,  J. 
Durell  Greene  of  Cambridge;  major,  Hamlin  W.  Keyes  of  Boston; 
surgeon,  Samuel  H.  Hurd  of  Charlesto'wn;  assistant  surgeon,  Henry 
H.  Mitchell  of  East  Bridgewater;  chaplain,  Benjamin  F.  De  Costa  of 
Charlestown  ;  adjutant,  Thomas  0.  Barri  of  Cambridge ;  quarter- 
master, Joseph  E.  Billings  of  Boston;  paymaster,  George  F.  Hodges 
of  Hoxbury;  sergeant  major,  Henry  A.  Quincy;  quartermaster  ser- 
geant, Samuel  C.  Hunt,  both  of  Charlestown;  hospital  steward,  Nathan 
1\  Parker  of  Reading;  drum  major,  Charles  Foster  of  Charlestown. 

Company  A,  Mechanic  Light  Infantrv  of  Salem — Captain,  George 
II.  Peirson;  first  lieutenant,  Edward  li.  Staten;  second  lieutenant. 
Lewis  E.  Wentworth. 

Company  B,  Richardson  Light  Guard  of  South  Reading — Captain, 
John  W.  Locke;  first  lieutenant,  Charles  H.  Shepard;  second  lieuten- 
ant, James  D.  Draper. 

Company  C,  Charlestown  Artillery— Captain,  William  R.  Swan  of 
Chelsea;  first  lieutenant,  Phineas  ILTibbetts  of  Charlestown:  second 
lieutenant,  John  W.  Rose  of  Boston;  third  lieutenant,  Hannibal  I>. 
Norton  of  Chelsea;  fourth  lieutenant,  George  H.  Marden,  Jr.,  of 
Charlestown. 
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Company  D,  Light  Infantry,  Haverhill — Captain,  Carlos  P.  Messer; 
first  lieutenant,  George  J.  Dean;  second  lieutenant,  Daniel  F.  Smith; 
third  lieutenant,  Charles  H.  P.  Palmer;  fourth  lieutenant,  Thomas  F. 
Salter. 

Company  E,  Lawrence  Light  Guard,  Medford  —  Captain,  John 
Hutchins ;  first  lieutenant,  John  G.  Chambers  ;  second  lieutenant, 
Perry  Colman;  third  lieutenant,  William  II.  Pattee  of  West  Cam- 
bridge. 

Company  F,  Ward  well  Tigers — Captain,  David  K.  Ward  well;  first 
lieutenant,  Jacob  H.  Sleeper  both  of  Boston  ;  second  lieutenant, 
George  G.  Stoddard;  third  lieutenant,  Horace  P.  Williams,  both  of 
Brookline;  fourth  lieutenant,  Horatio  N.  Holbrook  of  Boston. 

Company  G,  Concord  Artillery — Captain,  George  L.  Prescott;  first 
lieutenant,  Joseph  Derby,  Jr.;  second  lieutenant,  Humphrey  H.  But- 
trick;  third  lieutenant,  Charles  Bowers. 

Company  H,  City  Guards,  Salem — Captain,  Henry  F.  Danforth  of 
Salem;  first  lieutenant,  Kirk  Stark;  second  lieutenant,  William  F. 
Sumner;  third  lieutenant,  George  H.  Wiley;  fourth  lieutenant,  John 
E.  Stone,  all  of  South  Dan  vers. 

Company  I,  Light  Infantry,  Soraerville — Captain,  George  O.  Bras- 
tow:  first  lieutenant,  William  E.  Robinson;  second  lieutenant,  Frederic 
R.  Kinsley. 

Company  K,  City  Guards,  Charlestown— Captain,  John  T.  Boyd; 
first  lieutenant,  John  B.  Norton  ;  second  lieutenant,  Caleb  Drew;  third 
lieutenant,  Walter  Everett. 

Reaching  New  York  on  the  evening  of  the  21st,  the  regiment 
went  on  board  the  steamers  De  Soto  and  Ariel,  with  Cook's  Battery 
and  Devens's  Battalion  of  Riflemen,  landing  at  Annapolis  on  the 
morning  of  the  24th.  The  day  following  it  started  for  Washington, 
four  companies  going  by  rail  and  the  others  marching  to  Annapolis 
Junction.  The  national  capital  was  reached  on  the  26th,  and  quar- 
ters were  provided  for  the  command  in  the  treasury  building.  It 
was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  on  the  1st  of  May,  and 
for  a  month  remained  in  the  city  perfecting  itself  in  drill.  On  the 
25th  it  was  ordered  across  the  Potomac,  crossing  Long  Bridge  at 
midnight  and  encamping  on  Virginia  soil  not  far  from  Alexandria. 
The  camp  was  formed  near  Shuter'sHill  and  named  Camp  Andrew, 
in  honor  of  the  governor  of  Massachusetts,  the  regiment  then  for 
the  first  time  receiving  a  national  flag. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Greene,  Major  Keyes  and  Adjutant  Barri 
left  the  regiment  on  the  25th  of  June,  having  been  transferred  to 
the  regular  army,  and  the  vacancies  were  filled  by  commission  a  few 
days  later.    Captain  Peirson  became  lieutenant  colonel,  Captain 
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Boyd  major,  and  Lieutenant  Chambers  adjutant.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  a  review  by  President  Lincoln  on  the  14th  of  June,  nothing 
of  note  occurred  to  the  Fifth  till  the  active  preparations  for  the  bat- 
tle of  Bull  Run  began  to  be  made,  just  as  its  term  of  service  was 
about  expiring.  At  that  time  the  regiment  formed  a  part  of  the 
First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  General  McDowell's  army.  Colonel 
Heintzelman  commanded  the  division  and  Colonel  W.  B.  Frank- 
lin the  brigade,  which  in  addition  to  the  Fifth  comprised  the 
Eleventh  Massachusetts,  Fourth  Pennsylvania  and  First  Minnesota 
Regiments  and  Ricketts's  Battery  I,  First  United  States  Artillery. 
The  other  brigades  of  the  division  were  commanded  by  Colonels 
O.  B.  Willcox  and  O.  0.  Howard. 

The  order  to  pack  and  store  surplus  baggage  and  personal  prop- 
erty came  on  the  13th  of  July,  and  on  the  16th  the  regiment  broke 
camp,  marched  over  Shuter  Hill  and  toward  Centervillc.  Sang- 
stcr's  Station  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  was  readied 
during  the  afternoon  of  the  17th,  and  in  that  vicinity  the  regiment 
rested  till  the  night  of  the  20th,  with  no  further  excitement  than 
an  occasional  exchange  of  shots  with  Confederate  skirmishers. 
Some  time  after  midnight  the  line  of  march  was  resumed  toward 
the  battle-field.  The  battle  was  well  begun  when  the  brigade  came 
up,  so  that  it  went  at  once  into  action.  The  battery  for  some  time 
maintained  a  long  range  fire,  supported  by  the  infantry,  but  was 
then  ordered  to  an  advanced  position,  where  it  was  swept  by  such 
a  severe  infantry  fire  that  the  six  guns  had  to  be  abandoned. 
Repeated  efforts  to  recapture  them  were  made,  but  the  guns 
could  not  be  brought  oil,  and  presently  the  Union  lines  broke  to 
the  rear  in  confusion  which  for  a  large  part  of  the  troops  soon  be- 
came a  rout. 

The  Fifth  had  suffered  considerable  loss,  having  had  nine  killed, 
including  the  color  sergeant;  two  wounded,  one  of  whom  was 
Colonel  Lawrence,  while  22  were  made  prisoners.  The  latter  were 
especially  unfortunate,  being  confined  in  rebel  prisons  and  only 
securing  exchange  more  than  ten  months  later — in  June,  1862. 
The  regiment  retreated  to  Centcrville  and  thence  on  to  Washington, 
where,  as  its  time  of  service  had  expired,  it  prepared  for  an  im- 
mediate return  to  Massachusetts.  Reaching  Boston  a  few  days 
later,  it  was  enthusiastically  welcomed,  and  on  the  29th  of  July 
was  mustered  out  of  the  United  States  service. 
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THE  NINE-MONTHS'  TERM. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  1862,  the  call  for  troops  for  nine-months' 
service  having  been  made,  the  officers  of  the  Fifth  voted  to  tender  the 
services  of  the  regiment  for  that  term.  The  offer  was  gladly  accepted 
by  the  governor,  and  the  command  was  ordered  filled  to  the  max- 
imum. Only  five  companies  of  the  old  regiment  appeared  in  the 
new  organization,  however,  and  A,  C,  E,  G,  and  K  were  recruited 
and  attached  to  the  command.  Five  of  the  companies  reported  at 
Camp  Lander,  Wenham,  on  the  10th  of  September,  1862,  and  the 
last  arrived  the  29th.  The  first  companies  were  mustered  on  the 
10th,  and  the  last  on  the  8th  of  October,  when  the  field  and  staff 
were  also  included,  the  roster  of  officers  being  as  follows: — 

Colonel,  George  II.  Peirson  of  Salem;  lieutenant  colonel,  John  T. 
Boyd  of  Charlestown;  major,  William  E.  C.  Worcester  of  Marlboro; 
surgeon,  William  Ingalls  of  Winchester;  assistant  surgeon,  Dixi  C. 
Hoyt  of  Milford;  chaplain,  William  F.  Snow  of  Somerville;  adjutant, 
William  T.  Enstis,  3d,  of  Charlestown  ;  Quartermaster,  George  A. 
Norton  of  Boston;  sergeant  major,  James  M.  Shute,  Jr.,  of  Somer- 
ville; quartermaster  sergeant,  William  H.  Burbank  of  Medford;  com- 
missary sergeant,  Enoch  J.  Clark  of  Charlestown;  hospital  steward, 
John  M.  Foster  of  Salem. 

Company  A,  Charlestown — Captain,  James  F.  Green;  first  lieuten- 
ant, John  AIcGrath;  second  lieutenant,  James  W.  Dillon. 

Company  B,  Somerville— Captain  Benjamin  F.  Parker ;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Walter  C.  Bailey;  second  lieutenant,  John  Harrington. 

Company  C,  South  Dan  vers — Captain,  Robert  S.  Daniels;  first  lieu- 
tenant, George  F.  Barnes;  second  lieutenant,  William  L.  Thompson. 

Company  D,  Charlestown — Captain,  Thomas  F.  Howard;  first  lien- 
tenant,  George  H.  Marden,  Jr. ;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  P.  Whittle. 

Company  E — Captain,  John  Kent;  first  lieutenant,  George  My  rick, 
both  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Andrew  J.  Holbrook  of  Cambridge. 

Company  F,  Medford — Captain,  Charles  Currier;  first  lieutenant, 
Alfred  Haskell;  second  lieutenant,  Elisha  N.  Pierce. 

Company  G,  Woburn — Captain,  William  T.  Grammer;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Charles  S.  Converse;  second  lieutenant,  William  A.  Colegate. 

Company  H,  Charlestown — Captain,  Caleb  Drew;  first  lieutenant, 
Walter  Everett;  second  lieutenant,  Daniel  W.  Davia. 

Company  I— Captain,  Charles  B.  Newton ;  first  lieutenant,  Andrew  A. 
Powers,  both  of  Bolton;  second  lieu  tenant,  William  S.  Frost  of  Marlboro. 

Company  K — Captain,  Joseph  Crafts  of  Watertown;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Florence  C.  Crowley  of  Waltham;  second  lieutenant,  Ira  J. 
Osborne  of  Watertown. 

Orders  were  received  on  the  3d  of  October  for  the  regiment  to 
prepare  for  active  service  in  the  department  of  North  Carolina, 
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under  General  Foster;  but  it  was  not  till  the  21st  that  the  horses 
and  baggage  were  sent  forward  to  Boston  for  shipment,  the  regiment 
following  the  next  day  and  after  a  parade  through  the  streets  going 
on  board  the  steamer  Mississippi  for  the  voyage  by  sea.  This  was 
without  incident,  Beaufort  being  reached  on  the  26*th  and  the  regi- 
ment debarking  at  the  Morehead  City  wharf  the  following  day, 
whence  cars  were  taken  to  Ncwbern.  The  Fifth  went  into  camp  in 
tents  already  pitched  for  them  by  the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment,  and 
became  a  part  of  Colonel  Horace  C.  Lee's  Brigade. 

Orders  were  received  on  the  29th  for  the  regiment  to  take  part  in 
an  expedition  into  the  interior;  its  arms  and  equipments  were 
brought  up  from  Morehead  City,  where  they  had  been  left,  and  the 
command  was  ready  to  take  its  place  in  the  column  on  the  morning 
of  the  30th.  Embarking  on  transports,  the  regiment  went  to 
Washington,  N.  C,  which  was  reached  the  31st,  and  there  it  waited 
till  the  2d  of  November  for  the  arrival  of  that  portion  of  the  ex- 
pedition which  came  overland.  The  column  then,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Foster  in  person,  took  up  the  march  toward  Will- 
iamston,  encountering  muddy  roads  and  stormy  weather,  but  meet- 
ing with  no  serious  opposition  from  the  enemy,  the  regiment  reoc- 
cupying  its  camp  at  Newborn  on  the  13th  after  marching  160  miles. 

The  brigade  was  reorganized  on  the  22d  of  November  to  consist 
of  the  Fifth,  Twenty-seventh  and  Forty  sixth  Massachusetts  and 
Ninth  New  Jersey  Regiments,  the  latter  being  exchanged  late  in 
December  for  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts, — Colonel  Lee  continu- 
ing in  command.  After  four  weeks  of  diligent  drill  and  camp 
duty  the  regiment  again  heard  the  orders  to  prepare  for  a  march, 
and  on  the  morning  of  December  10  fell  in  as  a  part  of  the  "  Golds- 
boro  expedition."  The  regiment  formed  the  left  of  the  column, 
where  as  guard  of  the  wagon  train  its  duty  was  very  trying,  the 
roads  being  in  horrible  condition.  On  the  14th,  during  the  battle 
of  Kinston,  the  regiment  was  divided  into  several  detachments  of 
from  one  to  three  companies  each,  guarding  the  approaches  to  the 
trains  by  the  several  roads,  and  various  skirmishes  were  had  with 
the  Confederate  cavalry,  in  all  of  which  the  latter  were  repulsed. 

Rejoining  the  main  column  next  morning  the  regiment  marched 
23  miles,  halting  within  four  miles  of  Whitehall,  where  next  day 
an  engagement  was  fought,  Lee's  Brigade  was  at  first  in  reserve, 
but  later  in  the  fight  was  moved  to  the  front,  where  the  Fifth  had 
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three  men  wounded.  Continuing  the  march  after  the  affair  ended, 
the  regiment  bivouacked  within  some  eight  miles  of  Goldsboro, 
rested  for  the  night  and  early  the  following  morning  was  again  on 
the  road,  the  brigade  leading  the  column.  The  railroad  was  reached 
about  noon,  and  the  bridge  across  the  Neuse  River  was  soon  de- 
stroyed, as  were  the  railroad  track  and  the  telegraph  wires.  Com- 
pany D  was  on  the  skirmish  lino  during  the  work  of  destruction, 
while  Company  H  served  as  guard  for  the  working  parties. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  "being  accomplished  in  the  burning 
of  the  bridge,  the  column  began  its  retreat,  Lee's  Brigade  forming  the 
rear  guard.  After  the  other  troops  were  well  off  the  field,  the  Con- 
federates, having  received  reinforcements,  made  a  sharp  attack  upon 
Colonel  Lee's  command.  The  Fifth  were  placed  in  support  of  led- 
ger's Battery,  losing  five  men  wounded,  and  forming  the  rear  guard 
of  the  column  as  it  finally  left  the  field.  Camp  was  reached  on  the 
21st,  the  regiment  having  marched  about  180  miles  during  its 
absence  and  taken  part  in  three  engagements,  the  names  of  which 
were  ordered  inscribed  on  its  banners. 

The  regiment  was  directed  on  the  21st  of  January,  1863,  to  fortify 
its  camp,  and  large  details  worked  daily  for  two  weeks  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  magnificent  earth-work  which  received  the  name  of 
Fort  Peirson,  in  compliment  to  Colonel  Peirson,  under  whose  direc- 
tion it  had  been  constructed.  On  the  21st  of  February  Company 
G  was  detailed  as  garrison  for  Forts  Hatteras  and  Clark  at  Hattcras 
Inlet,  where  it  remained  till  the  return  of  the  regiment  to  Massa- 
chusetts ;  Company  D  was  at  the  same  time  ordered  to  Plymouth 
for  garrison  duty,  from  which  it  returned  May  4. 

The  appearance  of  the  enemy  in  considerable  force  at  Deep  Gully, 
eight  miles  from  Newbern,  on  the  13th  of  March  called  out  Lee's 
Brigade  with  two  batteries,  the  whole  under  command  of  General 
Palmer.  The  force  marched  some  seven  miles  after  dusk,  bivouack- 
ing without  fires  and  resuming  the  movement  next  morning.  Skir- 
mishing had  just  commenced  when  intelligence  was  received  that 
the  real  attack  was  being  delivered  against  Newbern  itself,  and  Hie 
column  with  the  exception  of  a  regiment  or  two  was  ordered  back. 
Returning  to  camp,  the  Fifth  remained  under  arms  till  the  enemy 
retired  on  the  evening  of  the  15th. 

Another  period  of  inaction  then  followed,  lasting  till  the  4th  of 
April,  when  the  regiment  was  ordered  on  board  transport,  with 
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other  commands  destined  for  the  relief  of  General  Foster,  who  with 
a  very  small  force  was  besieged  at  Little  Washington.  On  reaching 
Hill's  Point  on  the  Pamlico  River,  a  few  miles  short  of  their  desti- 
nation, the  expedition  found  the  Confederate  intrenchments  so 
strong  that  they  were  obliged  to  retire,  the  Fifth  returning  to  their 
camp  at  Newborn  on  the  morning  of  the  7th.  The  next  day  the 
regiment  joined  an  expedition  overland  with  the  same  destination, 
under  command  of  General  Spinola ;  but  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
9th,  at  Blount's  Creek,  21  miles  from  Newbein,  the  enemy  was 
found  strongly  intrenched,  with  such  perfect  command  of  all  pos- 
sible approaches  that  this  expedition  likewise  faced  about  and  on 
the  night  of  the  10th  re-entered  the  camps  at  Newborn. 

A  garrison  flag  was  raised  over  Fort  Peirson  on  the  16th,  the  oc- 
casion being  made  a  holiday  by  the  regiment,  and  next  morning 
the  expedition  overland  again  set  out  for  Washington.  This  time 
the  fortifications  at  Blount's  Creek  were  found  to  be  deserted,  and 
as  the  Federal  column  advanced  the  foe  retired,  falling  back  to 
Greenville.  The  reinforcements  entered  Washington  the  20th,  Com- 
pany B  of  the  Fifth  being  detailed  to  picket  the  Greenville  road. 
The  stay  at  Washington  was  brief,  however,  for  the  regiment  em- 
barked on  the  steamer  Escort  the  22d  and  that  evening  was  again 
sheltered  within  the  works  of  Fort  Peirson.  Another  expedition, 
of  which  the  Fifth  formed  a  part,  set  out  toward  Kinston  on  the 
27th,  under  command  of  General  Palmer.  Going  to  Bachclder's 
Creek  by  cars,  the  command  marched  12  miles  further  that  night, 
halting  at  Core  Creek,  where  the  Fifth  remained  for  two  days  picket- 
ing the  roads  in  the  vicinity.  Colonel  Peirson  was  then  ordered  to 
reconnoiter  the  enemy's  position  at  Moscly  Creek,  started  on  the 
morning  of  the  30th  with  his  regiment,  and  had  marched  ten  miles 
when  his  skirmishers  encountered  and  drove  in  the  Confederate  out- 
posts. The  hostile  intrenchments  were  found  to  be  located  in  a 
strong  position  in  Gum  Swamp,  and  after  satisfying  himself  that 
the  works  were  well  manned  he  returned  to  the  rendezvous,  having 
marched  24  miles  over  very  bad  roads  and  conducted  a  successful 
reconnaissance,  for  which  he  received  the  thanks  of  the  general 
commanding. 

The  expedition  returned  to  Newbern  by  rail  the  following  day, 
and  three  weeks  later  the  brigade,  accompanied  by  three  pieces  of 
artillery  and  three  companies  of  cavalry,  all  under  command  of 
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General  Palmer,  set  out  for  the  capture  of  the  works  which  Colonel 
Peirson  had  located.  The  enterprise  was  highly  successful.  At 
Core  Creek  the  command  was  divided,  the  Fifth,  Twenty-fifth  and 
Forty -sixth  Regiments  moving  directly  toward  the  hostile  posi- 
tion, while  the  Twenty-seventh  with  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania 
took  a  circuitous  route  to  gain  the  rear  of  the  works.  Finding 
themselves  attacked  in  front  and  rear  the  Confederates  tied,  leav- 
ing 200  prisoners,  500  stands  of  arms  and  all  the  camp  equipage 
and  belongings.  After  leveling  the  fortifications  the  column  started 
on  its  return,  when  it  was  fired  on  by  reinforcements  from  Kins- 
ton  ;  but  the  latter  were  driven  back  by  the  Federal  artillery,  and 
though  followed  at  a  respectful  distance  by  the  enemy,  the  regi- 
ment reached  Core  Creek  at  half-past  10  that  night — the  23d  of 
May — returning  to  Newborn  next  day. 

Thus  creditably  ended  the  last  expedition  in  which  the  Fifth  had 
a  share,  various  details  and  duties  occupying  its  attention  there- 
after till  its  term  of  service  expired.  Orders  were  received  on 
the  20th  of  June  to  set  out  for  Boston  two  davs  later,  and  carlv  in 
the  morning  of  the  22d  the  command,  after  inspection,  received  a 
very  flattering  farewell  address  by  the  brigade  commander,  Colonel 
Lee,  when  it  proceeded  by  cars  and  transport  to  Morehead  City, 
where  it  embarked  on  the  steamer  Guide  for  Boston. 

Reaching  the  Harbor  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  25th,  the  sol- 
diers remained  aboard  the  transport  during  the  night,  debarking  at 
Battery  Wharf  the  following  day  and  receiving  an  enthusiastic  re- 
ception both  in  Boston  and  Charlestown,  after  which  the  companies 
were  dismissed  to  their  several  towns.  On  the  1st  of  July  the  regi- 
ment mustered  again  at  Camp  Lander,  and  on  the  following  day  was 
released  from  the  United  States  service  by  Lieutenant  McKibben. 

THE  ONE  HUNDRED  DAYS'  TERM. 

With  other  militia  regiments  of  the  state,  the  Fifth  responded  at 
once  to  the  call  to  take  the  field  for  100  days  in  the  autumn  of  18<>4. 
During  the  year  that  had  passed  from  the  time  of  its  return  from 
North  Carolina  many  changes  had  occurred  in  the  make-up  of  the 
command,  Colonel  Peirson  being  the  only  officer  retaining  the  rank 
of  a  year  before,  and  several  of  the  companies  were  entirely  differ- 
ent, though  the  spirit  was  the  same.  The  companies  were  mustered 
in  on  various  dates  from  the  16th  to  the  27th  of  July,  the  field  and 
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staff  on  the  28th,  and  the  same  day  camp  was  broken  and  the  regi- 
ment started  for  Washington,  938  strong,  officered  thus : — 

Colonel,  George  H.  Peirson  of  Salem ;  lieutenant  colonel,  William 
E.  C.  Worcester  of  Marlboro;  major,  William  T.  Grammerof  Woburn; 
surgeon,  Joshua  B.  Tread  well;  assistant  surgeon.  George  H.  Jones, 
both  of  Boston;  adjutant,  Edwin  F.  Wyer  of  Woburn;  quartermas- 
ter, Charles  Currier  of  Medford ;  sergeant  major,  William  H.  Hurd 
of  Stbneham;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Daniel  W.  Lawrence  of  Med- 
ford; commissary  sergeant,  Thomas  T.  Ferguson  of  Woburn  ;  hospital 
steward,  M.  Augustus  Fuller  of  Boston. 

Company  A — Captain  George  H.  Homer;  first  lieutenant,  Charles 
L.  Craibe,  Jr.,  both  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Edward  P.  Jackson 
of  Lowell. 

Company  B,  Somcrville — Captaiu  John  N.  Coffin;  first  lieutenant, 
Charles  T.  Robinson;  second  lieutenant,  Granville  \V\  Daniels. 

Company  C — Captain,  George  F.  Barnes  of  South  Dan  vers  ;  first 
lieutenant,  William  L.  Thompson  of  Lawrence  ;  second  lieutenant, 
Benjamin  F.  Southwick  of  South  Danvers. 

Company  D,  Charlestown — Captain,  George  H.  Marden,  Jr.;  first 
lieutenant,  Charles  P.  Whittle;  second  lieutenant,  George  W.  Kilham. 

Company  E,  Marlboro — Captain,  David  L.  Brown;  first  lieutenant, 
George  L.  Crosby;  second  lieutenant, William  B.  Rice. 

Company  F,  Boston — Captain,  Philip  J.  Cootey ;  first  lieutenant, 
William  C.  Goff;  second  lieutenant,  Walter  S.  Fowler. 

Company  G,  Woburn — Captain,  Charles  S.  Converse;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Charles  E.  Fuller;  second  lieutenant,  Montrcssor  Seeley. 

Com pany  H,  Charlestown — Captain,  Daniel  W.  Davis;  first  lieuten- 
ant, William  Spaulding;  second  lieutenant,  Andrew  J.  Bailey. 

Company  I— Captain,  Andrew  A.  Powers  of  Bolton;  first  lieuten- 
ant, William  S.  Frost;  second  lieutenant,  Luther  H.  Farnsworth,  both 
of  Marlboro. 

Company  K.  Stoneham — Captain,  Francis  M.  Sweetser;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Marshall  P.  Sweetser;  second  lieutenant,  Moses  Downs,  Jr. 

On  reaching  Baltimore  the  regiment  went  into  camp  four  miles 
from  the  city,  but  was  soon  ordered  to  Fort  McHenry,  then  under 
command  of  General  Morris.  Later  Colonel  Peirson  with  three  of 
the  companies  for  a  garrison  took  command  of  Fort  Marshall,  and 
a  detachment  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Worcester  was  posted  at 
Federal  Ilill  in  Baltimore.  Other  companies  and  detachments  were 
on  duty  at  various  points,  and  during  the  autumn  elections  most  of 
the  regiment  was  distributed  at  such  places  in  Eastern  Maryland  as 
feared  trouble  at  the  polls.  On  the  1st  of  November  the  command 
prepared  to  return  to  Massachusetts.  Boston  was  reached  on  the 
7th,  and  the  muster-out  took  place  at  Rcadville  on  the  lGth. 
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THE  Sixth  Regiment  of  Militia  became  by  the  force  of  circum- 
stances the  most  famous  organization  called  to  the  defense  of 
the  national  government.  The  first,  it  is  believed,  to  offer  its 
services  in  case  of  their  need,  and  prompt  in  response  when  the  call 
came,  it  was  the  first  to  shed  its  blood  and  give  of  its  lives,  and  it  was 
the  first  command  armed  and  equipped  for  active  service  to  reach 
the  national  capital  when  that  city  was  cut  off  from  communica- 
tion with  the  loyal  nation  and  surrounded  by  enemies  of  the  gov- 
ernment. 

At  a  meeting  of  its  officers  at  Lowell  January  21,  18G1 ,  a  reso- 
lution was  unanimously  adopted  tendering  the  services  of  the  com- 
mand to  the  governor  if  they  should  be  needed,  and  on  the  loth  of 
April  following  the  demand  came.  The  members  of  the  Sixth 
were  scattered  in  four  counties,  yet  such  was  the  energy  displayed 
that  most  of  them  were  at  head-quarters  at  Lowell  early  the  follow- 
ing morning,  and  the  others  were  but  a  few  hours  behind.  During 
the  16th  the  eight  companies  constituting  the  original  regiment 
went  to  Boston  by  rail ;  they  were  enthusiastically  received  and 
escorted  to  Faneuil  and  Boylston  Halls  where  they  remained  that 
night.  Going  to  the  State  House  next  day  they  exchanged  their 
old  style  muskets  for  the  rifled  and  were  presented  with  a  stand  of 
colors  by  Governor  Andrew.  Companies  from  Worcester,  Stone- 
ham  and  Boston  were  attached  to  the  command,  the  organizat  ion 
and  the  roster  of  officers  being  as  follows  : — 

Colonel,  Edward  F.  Jones  of  Pepperell :  major,  Benjamin  F.  Wat- 
son of  Lawrence;  surgeon,  Norman  Smith  of  Oroton;  assistant  sur- 
geon, Jansen  T.  Paine  of  Charlcstown;  chaplain,  Charles  Babhidge 
of  Pepperell;  adjutant.  Alpha  B.  Farr  of  Lowell;  quartermaster, 
James  Monroe  of  Cambridge;  paymaster,  Rufns  L.  Plaisted  of  Lowell: 
sergeant  major,  Samuel  W.  Shattuck  of  Oroton;  quartermaster  ser- 
geant, Church  Howe  of  Worcester;  commissary  sergeant,  John  Dupee 
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of  Boston;  drum  major,  Frederick  K.  Stafford  of  Lowell;  hospital 
steward,  from  May  7,  William  H.  Gray  of  Acton. 

Company  A,  Lowell  —  Captain,  Josiah  A.  Sawtell;  first  lieutenant, 
Andrew  J.  Johnson;  second  lieutenant,  Andrew  C.  Wright. 

Company  B,  Groton — Captain,  Eusebius  S.  Clark;  third  lieutenant, 
George  F.  Shattuck. 

Company  C,  Lowell — Captain,  Albert  S.  Follausbee;  first  lieutenant,  • 
Samuel  D.  Shipley;  second  lieutenant,  John  ('.  Jepson. 

Company  D,  Lowell  —  Captain,  James  W.  Hart;  first  lieutenant, 
Charles  K.  Jones;  second  lieutenant,  Samuel  C.  Pinney;  third  lieu- 
tenant, Lewcllyn  L.  Craig. 

Company  E,  Acton — Captain,  Daniel  Tuttle;  first  lieutenant,  Will- 
iam H.  Chapman;  second  lieutenant,  George  W.  Rand;  third  lieuten- 
ant, Silas  P.  Blodgett;  fourth  lieutenant,  Aaron  S.  Fletcher. 

Company  F,  Lawrence — Captain,  Benjamin  F.  Chadbourne;  second 
lieutenant,  Melvin  Beal;  third  lieuteuant,  Thomas  J.  Cate;  fourth 
lieutenant,  Jesse  C.  Silver  of  Methuen. 

Company  II,  Lowell  —  Captain,  John  F.  Noves;  first  lieutenant, 
George  E.  Davis;  second  lieutenant,  Andrew  F.  Jewett;  third  lieuten- 
ant, Benjamin  Warren. 

Company  I,  Lawrence — Captain,  John  Pickering;  first  lieutenant, 
Daniel  S.  Yeatou;  second  lieutenant,  A.  Lawrence  Hamilton;  third 
lieutenant,  Eben  H.  Ellen  wood:  fourth  lieutenant,  Eugene  J.  Mason. 

Company  K,  Boston — Captain,  Walter  S.  Sampson;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Ansel  D.  Wass;  second  lieutenant,  Moses  J.  Emery;  third  lieu- 
tenant, Thomas  Wallwork;  fourth  lieutenant,  John  F.  Dunning. 

Company  L,  Stoneham — Captain,  John  H.  Dike;  first  lieutenant, 
Leander  F.  Lynde;  second  lieutenant,  Darius  N.  Stevens;  third  lieu- 
tenant, James  F.  Kowe;  fourth  lieutenant,  William  H.  Blaisdell  of 
Lynn. 

Company  B,  Third  Battalion,  Worcester — Captain,  Harrison  W. 
Pratt;  first  lieutenant,  George  W.  Prouty:  second  lieutenant,  Thomas 
S.  Wrashburn;  third  lieutenant,  Joseph  W.  Denny;  fourth  lieutenant, 
Dexter  F.  Parker. 

The  regiment,  accompanied  by  a  band,  left  Boston  for  Washing- 
ton by  rail  direct,  going  by  way  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
the  streets  being  everywhere  packed  with  enthusiastic,  cheering 
multitudes.  At  the  latter  city  the  officers  were  quartered  at  the 
Continental  Hotel  and  the  men  at  the  new  and  unoccupied  Girard 
House,  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  ;  but  before  quiet  had  fairly  set- 
tled over  the  scene  the  long  roll  sounded  and  at  1  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th  the  journey  was  resumed.  Colonel  Jones  had 
information  that  the  passage  of  his  command  through  Baltimore 
would  be  opposed,  and  he  pushed  forward  at  once,  the  train  bearing 
the  regiment  being  preceded  by  a  pilot  engine  to  guard  against 
interference  with  the  track  by  evil  disposed  persons. 
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Baltimore  was  reached  at  10  o'clock  on  the  19th,  the  regiment 
having  been  furnished  with  20  rounds  of  ball  cartridge  and  having 
loaded  and  capped  their  pieces.  It  was  intended  to  march  the  regi- 
ment across  the  city  between  the  depots,  but  the  method  of  handling 
the  cars  was  not  understood  by  Colonel  Jones,  and  as  soon  as  the 
train  stopped  horses  were  attached  and  the  cars  started  for  the 
Washington  depot.  Seven  companies  passed  without  serious  in- 
cident, only  the  rearmost — K — being  seriously  assaulted.  Four  of 
its  men  were  wounded  and  their  comrades  fired  from  the  car  win- 
dows upon  the  mob.  By  this  time  the  track  was  obstructed  and 
torn  up  so  that  the  cars  containing  the  remaining  four  companies — 
C,  I,  L  and  D — could  not  be  moved.  The  detachment  debarked 
from  the  cars  and  under  command  of  Captain  Follansbee  marched 
across  the  city,  being  for  much  of  the  distance  compiled  to  light 
its  way  through  an  infuriated  mob  of  many  thousands. 

Four  of  the  soldiers  were  killed  in  the  melee — Addison  0.  Whit- 
ney, Luther  C.  Ladd  and  Charles  A.  Taylor  of  Company  D,  and 
Sumner  H.  Needham  of  Company  I — and  30  were  wounded.  Cap- 
tain Dike  was  shot  through  the  thigh  and  took  shelter  in  a  Balti- 
more hotel ;  Lieutenants  Lynde  and  Rowc  were  also  wounded. 
Shutting  themselves  closely  into  the  cars  the  regiment  were  finally 
drawn  from  the  depot  and  reached  Washington  that  evening  with- 
out further  adventure,  but  minus  the  band,  which  had  been  set  upon 
by  the  mob  and  dispersed,  losing  instruments,  music  and  extra 
clothing.  Under  police  protection  the  musicians  finally  took  the 
cars  back  to  Massachusetts.  Some  unarmed  Pennsylvania  troops, 
following  the  Sixth,  also  turned  back  without  attempting  to  pass 
through  the  city. 

At  Washington  the  regiment  received  a  most  cordial  greeting 
from  the  friends  of  the  national  government.  It  was  quartered  in 
the  Senate  chamber,  where  officers  and  men  slept  on  their  arms,  in 
readiness  for  any  duty  to  which  they  might  be  called.  The  com- 
mand was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  on  the  22d,  and 
during  the  early  part  of  May  some  changes  occurred  in  the  roster 
of  officers ;  Major  Watson  was  made  lieutenant  colonel,  Captain 
Sawtell  of  Company  A  becoming  major.  Several  changes  also  oc- 
curred in  the  company  officers,  though  the  organization  was  not 
changed  to  the  United  States  standard.  In  drilling,  building  ovens, 
making  preparations  for  a  siege  in  case  one  should  ensue,  with  an 
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occasional  parade  through  the  streets,  to  show  to  the  spies  and  se- 
cession sympathizers  in  the  city  that  the  government  was  no  longer 
defenseless,  the  time  was  passed  till  the  5th  of  May. 

Other  troops  had  now  arrived  at  Washington,  and  the  Sixth  re- 
ported to  General  Butler  at  Relay  House,  near  Baltimore,  pitching 
their  camp  on  Elk  Ridge  Hights.  When  on  the  13th  General  But- 
ler decided  to  occupy  Baltimore,  the  Sixth  Regiment  was  with 
poetic  justice  selected  to  form  a  part  of  the  column  of  occupation. 
Accompanied  by  a  part  of  the  Eighth  Regiment  and  Cook's  Light 
Battery,  the  Sixth  went  on  board  cars,  moving  at  first  away  from 
Baltimore ;  but  presently  the  train  was  backed  down  to  the  city,  and 
in  the  darkness  of  a  stormy  evening  the  column  marched  to  Federal 
Hill  almost. unobserved.  The  presence  of  the  force  proved  a  check 
on  traitorous  designs;  arms  intended  for  the  secessionists  were 
seized,  and  the  authority  of  the  national  government  was  firmly 
established. 

Having  aided  in  this  important  work,  the  command  returned  to 
Relay  House  on  the  16th,  and  was  thenceforth  principally  engaged 
in  guarding  the  railroad  in  that  vicinity,  a  detachment  soon  after 
capturing  the  notorious  Ross  Winans.  During  the  brief  period  of 
its  service  the  regiment  was  at  four  times  presented  with  colors  and 
banners — the  first  occasion  being  when  it  left  Massachusetts.  New 
Jersey  friends  gave  a  stand  of  colors  on  the  29th  of  May  ;  the  ladies 
of  New  York  sent  a  banner  on  the  21st  of  June,  and  on  the  4th  of 
July  the  loyal  citizens  of  Baltimore  gave  a  Union  flag  of  especial 
magnificence. 

On  the  13th  of  June  the  Sixth,  with  the  Thirteenth  New  York 
and  Cook's  Battery,  went  to  the  city  to  prevent  interference  at  the 
polls  during  an  election,  but  no  disturbance  occurred.  They  were 
again  summoned  from  Relay  House  to  the  city  on  the  20th,  en- 
camping on  Mount  Clare  and  in  the  vicinity  till  the  1st  of  July. 
Returning  then  to  Relay  House,  they  remained  till  the  expira- 
tion of  their  term  of  service.  ^  Owing  to  the  Federal  defeat  at  Bull 
Run  on  the  day  previous,  the  command  was  asked  by  General  Banks 
to  remain  for  a  few  days  longer,  and  all  but  about  20  did  so.  Be- 
fore breaking  camp  the  regiment  received  a  finely  engrossed  copy 
of  a  vote  of  thanks  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  at 
Washington. 

The  camp  at  Relay  was  broken  on  the  29th,  and  Boston  was 
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reached  the  1st  of  August.  The  following  day  the  regiment  was 
mustered  out  of  the  United  States  service  by  Colonel  Amory  and 
the  companies  separated  to  their  respective  homes. 

THE  NINE-MONTHS*  TERM. 

With  the  other  Massachusetts  militia  regiments,  the  Sixth  re- 
sponded at  once  and  most  heartily  to  the  call  for  troops  for  nino 
months'  service  in  the;  summer  of  1862 ;  displaying  its  customary 
energy  in  preparation,  it  was  again  the  first  under  the  call  to  report 
at  Washington  for  duty.  The  rendezvous  of  the  regiment  was 
Camp  Henry  Wilson  at  Lowell,  where  it  was  recruited  to  the  maxi- 
mum required.  Seven  of  the  companies  were  the  same  that  had 
gone  forth  the  previous  year,  the  organization  being  completed  by 
the  addition  of  Companies  F,  G  and  K.  During  the  year  many 
changes  had  taken  place  in  the  personnel  of  the  command,  as  will 
be  observed  from  the  roster  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  regiment 
at  its  second  muster,  as  follows : — 

Colonel,  Albert  S.  Follansbee  of  Lowell ;  lieutenant  colonel,  Melvin 
Beal  of  Lawrence  ;  major,  Charles  A.  Stott;  surgeon,  Walter  Burn- 
ham,  both  of  Lowell;  assistant  surgeon,  Otis  M.  Humphrey  of  Natick; 
chaplain,  John  W.  Hanson  of  Haverhill;  adjutant,  Thomas  0.  Allen; 
quartermaster,  William  G.  Wise ;  sergeant  major,  William  F.  Lovrien, 
all  of  Lowell  ;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Oliver  P.  Swift  of  Boston; 
commissary  sergeant,  Charles  II.  Coburn;  hospital  steward.  Frank  J. 
Milliken;  principal  musician,  Elisha  L.  Davis,  all  of  Lowell. 

Company  A,  Lowell — Captain,  Andrew  C.  Wright;  first  lieutenant, 
Enoch  J.  Foster;  second  lieutenant,  Alfred  J.  Hall. 

Company  B,  Groton — Captain, George  F.  Shattuek;  first  lieutenant, 
Samuel  G.  Blood  ;  second  lieutenant,  Edward  D.  Sawtell. 

Company  C,  Lowell — Captain,  John  C.  Jepson:  first  lieutenant, 
John  W.  Hadley  ;  second  lieutenant,  Isaac  N.  Marshall. 

Company  D,  Lowell — Captain,  James  W.  Hart ;  first  lieutenant, 
Samuel  C.  Pinney;  second  lieutenant,  Hiram  C.  Muzzey. 

Company  E,  Acton — Captain,  Aaron  C.  Handley;  first  lieutenant, 
Aaron  S.  Fletcher;  second  lieutenant,  George  W.  Hand. 

Company  F,  Cambridge — Captain,  John  S.  Sawyer:  first  lieutenant, 
Theodore  Collamore;  second  lieutenant,  Lowell  Ellison. 

Company  G,  Lowell — Captain,  George  L.  Cady  ;  first  lieutenant, 
Selwyn  E/Bickford:  second  lieutenant,  Alfred  H.'Pulsifer. 

Company  II,  Lowell — Captain,  Rodney  C.  Ferson;  first  lieutenant, 
Charles  E.'Poor;  second  lieutenant,  Albert  Pinder. 

Company  I,  Lawrence — Captain,  Augustine  L.  Hamilton;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Eben  H.  Ellenwood  ;  second  lieutenant,  Robert  G.  Ban*. 


Digitized  by  Google 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 


Company  K — Captain,  Charles  E.  A.  Bartlett  of  Boston;  first  lieu- 
tenant, William  F.  Wood  of  Acton;  second  lieutenant,  Shapley  Mor- 
gan of  Dracut. 

Nine  of  the  companies  were  mustered  on  the  31st  of  August,  the 
field  and  staff  on  the  4th  of  September,  and  Company  F  on  the  8th. 
The  day  following  camp  was  broken,  the  regiment  proceeding  to 
and  through  Boston  without  a  stop,  and  taking  cars  to  Groton,  Ct., 
whence  the  steamer  Plymouth  Rock  conveyed  it  to  New  York. 
Everywhere  along  the  route,  a  great  ovation  was  received,  in  which 
even  Baltimore  enthusiastically  joined.  Washington  was  reached 
on  the  12th,  and  Colonel  Follanshec  on  reporting  to  General  Casey 
was  directed  to  proceed  with  his  command  to  Fortress  Monroe. 
Embarking  on  the  steamers  John  A.  Warner  and  Swan,  the  regi- 
ment left  the  national  capital  the  13th  and  reached  the  Fortress  the 
same  day.  On  reporting  to  General  Dix,  the  Sixth  were  supplied 
with  tents  and  field  equipage  and  directed  to  SulTolk,  23  miles  dis- 
tant, where  they  arrived  on  the  loth  and  reported  to  General  O.  S. 
Ferry  in  command  of  the  post.  Camp  was  pitched  in  an  orchard 
in  the  vicinity  and  the  regiment  was  no  sooner  settled  than  it  was 
called  upon  for  fatigue  parties  to  work  on  intrenchments  and  forti- 
fications in  the  neighborhood. 

During  the  night  of  the  17th  the  regiment  was  called  up  and 
furnished  with  ammunition  and  a  few  hours  later  formed  line  of 
battle  to  meet  an  expected  assault,  but  it  was  not  till  several  days 
later  that  the  sounds  of  distant  skirmishing  were  heard.  General 
John  J.  Peck  arrived  on  the  24th  and  took  command  of  the  post, 
the  Sixth  being  on  the  same  day  brigaded  with  the  Thirteenth  Indi- 
ana, One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  and  One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth 
New  York  Regiments,  under  command  of  Colonel  Robert  S.  Foster 
of  the  Thirteenth.  The  camp  was  moved  next  day  to  a  more  suita- 
ble location,  and  for  some  time  the  round  of  camp,  picket  and 
fatigue  duty  was  onlv  broken  bv  a  few  eventless  expeditions,  the 
first  of  which  occurred  on  the  3d  of  October,  when  the  regiment 
marched  to  Windsor,  some  ten  miles  out,  in  support  of  a  mounted 
force  which  was  feeling  for  the  enemy,  but  none  was  found  and 
camp  was  reached  on  the  return  some  20  hours  after  it  was  left. 
A  larger  force,  of  which  the  Sixth  formed  a  part,  made  a  longer 
expedition  on  the  24th,  penetrating  to  the  Blackwatcr  river,  some 
20  miles  from  Suffolk,  and  skirmishing  slightly. 
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About  the  first  of  November  a  considerable  detail  was  made  from 
the  regiment  for  service  as  heavy  artillerists  in  the  forts  about  Suf- 
folk, in  which  position  the  men  remained  till  the  end  of  their  term. 
Much  sickness  prevailed  in  the  command  at  that  time,  the  weather 
being  very  disagreeable ;  a  considerable  fall  of  snow  on  the  7th 
bringing  a  sharp  realization  of  the  New  England  weather  and  ex- 
tending over  the  whole  of  Virginia.  Another  expedition  toward 
the  Blackwater  occurred  on  the  17th,  demonstrations  made  against 
the  federal  outposts  at  Providence  Church  leading  to  a  suspicion 
that  the  Confederate  strength  thereabout  had  been  increased.  The  . 
Sixth  formed  the  right  of  the  infantry  column,  and  on  reaching  the 
Blackwater,  30  miles  from  Suffolk,  found  the  enemy  on  the  opposite 
shore,  and  some  firing  across  the  stream  took  place,  the  regiment 
supporting  the  artillery.  After  the  Confederates  had  been  driven 
back  Company  H  crossed  the  river,  but  the  Union  main  body  could 
not  follow  on  account  of  damage  to  the  ponton  boat,  so  that  the 
column  was  ordered  down  the  river  to  near  Franklin,  where  the 
Sixth  again  supported  the  artillery  during  a  sharp  skirmish.  This 
ended,  the  regiment  returned  to  camp  with  no  other  loss  than  the 
capture  of  two  stragglers. 

It  being  reported  that  the  enemy  were  intrenching  at  Beaver 
Dam  Church,  an  expedition  was  sent  thither  on  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber, of  which  the  Sixth  formed,  a  part,  the  whole  under  command 
of  Colonel  Spear  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry — a  native 
of  Massachusetts.  The  foe  was  not  found  in  force,  but  the  cavalry 
by  a  sharp  dash  captured  some  20  prisoners  and  two  guns  of  the 
Rocket  Battery  which  had  been  taken  from  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  on  the  Peninsula.  With  these  trophies  the  column  re- 
turned to  Suffolk,  and  five  days  later  the  Sixth  changed  their  camp 
to  the  ground  vacated  by  WessoHs'  brigade.  The  new  location  was 
marshy,  but  the  regiment  at  once  set  about  its  improvement,  and 
soon  had  quite  comfortable  quarters, — named  "  Camp  Misery  " — in 
which  they  remained  during  their  further  stay  at  Suffolk. 

Another  expedition  toward  the  Blackwater  set  out  December  11, 
striking  the  river  near  Zuni,and  a  fight  across  the  stream  followed. 
Company  I  of  the  Sixth  was  detailed  as  skirmishers,  while  the  rest 
of  the  regiment  supported  the  artillery,  and  had  scarcely  reached 
the  skirmish  line  when  Second  Lieutenant  Barr  was  shot  through 
the  heart — the  first  member  of  the  regiment  killed  in  battle.  No 
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other  casualty  occurred  during  the  engagement,  and  after  the  enemy 
had  been  driven  back,  the  column  returned  on  the  13th  to  camp. 

While  General  Peck  guarded  the  approaches  to  Suffolk  with  great 
vigilance,  and  sent  out  frequent  reconnaissances,  the  Sixth  were  not 
again  called  upon  till  the  29th  of  January,  1863,  when  they  set 
forth  at  midnight  forming  part  of  a  force  of  4,300  under  General 
Corcoran  to  disperse  a  detachment  of  Confederates  under  General 
Pry  or  at  Deserted  House,  some  ten  miles  out  on  the  Carsville  road. 
The  outposts  were  encountered  before  daylight  and  a  sharp  engage- 
ment began,  the  regiment  supporting  the  Seventh  Massachusetts  Bat- 
tery in  an  exposed  position.  Only  the  skillful  Hndling  of  the  regi- 
ment saved  it  from  severe  loss.  The  enemy  were  repeatedly  driven 
from  advantageous  positions,  falling  back  at  first  about  a  mile  and 
then  for  eight  miles  before  attempting  the  third  stand,  finally  retir- 
ing across  the  Blackwater.  The  loss  of  the  Sixth  was  five  killed  or 
mortally  wounded,  including  Second  Lieutenant  E.  D.  Sawtell,  and 
seven  others  were  wounded.  Camp  was  reached  on  the  return  within 
24  hours  from  the  time  of  leaving,  during  which  the  regiment  had 
marched  almost  40  miles  and  been  engaged  in  three  distinct  fights. 

During  February  and  March  the  abundant  mud  prevented  military 
operations,  and  early  in  April  the  regiment  was  ordered  in  readiness 
to  leave  Suffolk  at  once ;  the  log  huts  had  even  been  dismantled, 
when  news  of  the  approach  of  Longstreet  was  received  ;  the  orders 
were  countermanded,  non-combatants  were  ordered  out  of  camp, 
and  preparations  made  for  the  threatened  siege.  The  federal  out- 
posts were  driven  in  on  the  11th  of  April,  and  from  that  time  for- 
ward the  siege  went  steadily  on,  no  engagements  of  moment  occur- 
ring, but  an  incessant  skirmishing  keeping  all  the  forces  at  the 
front  on  the  alert.  The  Sixth  occupied  the  right  of  the  Union 
line,  three  of  the  companies  garrisoning  Fort  Nansemond  till  the 
arrival  of  the  Hawkins  Zouaves.  The  pits  and  fortifications  com- 
manding the  approach  to  Suffolk  by  way  of  the  Somerton  road  were 
occupied  by  five  regiments  of  infantry,  including  the  Sixth,  and  the 
Seventh  Battery,  all  under  command  of  Colonel  Follansbee.  On 
the  24th  a  reconnaissance  was  made  on  the  Somerton  road  in  sup- 
port of  another  by  a  different  route,  more  than  halt  of  the  regiment 
taking  part  and  having  one  man  wounded.  Two  or  three  others 
were  wounded  on  succeeding  days  by  sharpshooters. 

After  22  days  of  resultlcss  siege  operations,  General  Longstreet 
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was  recalled  to  the  assistance  of  his  chief,  General  Lee,  who  with 
the  main  part  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  was  fighting  the 
battle  of  Chancellorsville,  and  on  the  3d  pf  May  it  was  evident  that 
the  siege  was  being  abandoned.  Pursuit  was  at  once  made  by  the 
federal  soldiers,  the  Sixth  starting  out  bv  way  of  the  Somerton  road 
on  the  4th.  The  regiment  made  a  rapid  march  of  12  miles,  pick- 
ing up  a  good  many  deserters  and  stragglers,  but  finding  that  the 
main  force  was  well  out  of  reach  toward  Fredericksburg. 

Another  expedition  set  out  over  the  familiar  roads  toward  the 
Black  water  on  the  13th,  Colonel  Foster  having  command  of  the 
movement  and  Colonel  Follansbee  of  the  brigade.  Carsville  was 
reached  about  daylight  of  the  14th,  and  the  troops  were  disposed 
so  as  to  protect  workmen  engaged  in  tearing  up  the  railroad ;  but 
the  enemy  soon  sent  in  an  artillery  fire  which  drove  the  laborers  to 
safer  quarters.  The  regiment  was  not  engaged  early  in  the  day, 
but  after  noon  it  was  sent  to  the  front  and  took  position  near  Cars- 
ville, where  it  lay  in  line  of  battle  that  night  in  a  soaking  rain- 
storm. Next  morning  Companies  A  and  F  were  sent  out  to 
strengthen  the  picket  line,  other  companies  following  from  time  to 
time  during  the  day  till  nearly  the  entire  regiment  was  thus  scat- 
tered through  the  woods,  a  determined  firing,  with  occasional  ad- 
vances and  retreats  on  both  sides,  continuing  all  day.  Late  in  the 
afternoon  the  regiment  was  returned  to  the  reserve, having  suffered 
a  loss  of  five  killed  or  mortally  wounded,  11  less  seriously  hurt, 
and  seven  unwounded  made  prisoners. 

The  enemy  retired  across  the  Blackwater  during  the  night  of  the 
16th  and  on  the  night  of  the  18th  the  federal  column  fell  back  to 
Deserted  House,  where  the  Sixth  encamped  on  the  ground  over 
which  they  had  fought  on  the  30th  of  January.  There  General  Cor- 
coran took  command  of  the  force,  Colonel  Foster  being  ill,  and  on 
the  20th  the  Sixth  were  ordered  to  Windsor,  where  the  railroad  was 
being  destroyed.  The  regiment  remained  in  support  of  Howard's 
Battery  until  the  23d,  when  it  was  relieved  and  returned  to  Suffolk, 
and  having  received  official  compliments  from  General  Peck  and 
Colonel  Foster  for  its  faithful  services,  it  was  directed  to  prepare 
for  muster  out.  Leaving  Suffolk  on  the  26th  and  taking  the  steamer 
S.  R.  Spaulding,  it  landed  at  Boston  on  the  29th  and  went  at  once 
to  Lowell.  Re-assembling  on  the  3d  of  June,  it  was  formally  dis- 
missed from  its  second  period  of  service. 
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Under  a  call  from  the  secretary  of  war  early  in  July,  1864,  the 
Sixth  Regiment  again  took  its  place  in  camp  to  prepare  for  active 
service,  this  time  for  a  period  of  100  days.  The  rendezvous  was  at 
Readville,  and  as  the  companies  gathered  they  were  mustered  in, 
Company  K  on  the  14th  being  the  first,  and  Company  E  on  the 
19th  the  last.  The  field  and  staff  were  mustered  on  the  17th,  and 
the  term  of  service  dated  from  the  20th,  when  the  command  left 
for  Washington.  The  roster  of  field  and  staff  officers  was  much 
the  same  as  in  1862,  the  changes  in  staff  being  as  follows : — 

Assistant  surgeon,  William  Bass;  quartermaster,  William  E.  Farrar; 
sergeant  major,  Samuel  W.  Grimes;  quartermaster  sergeant,  William 
H.  Spalding;  commissary  sergeant,  Oxford  K.  Blood;  hospital  steward, 
Henry  S.  Woods,  all  of  Lowell. 

Company  A,  Boston — Captain,  Joseph  M.  Coombs;  first  lieutenant, 
Moses  liriggs;  second  lieutenant,  George  A.  Chipman. 

Company  B — Captain,  George  F.  Shattuck  of  Groton;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Joseph  A.  Bacon  of  Harvard;  second  lieutenant,  William  T. 
Childs  of  Groton. 

Company  C,  Lowell — Captain,  Benjamin  F.  Goddard;  first  lieuten- 
ant, William  B.  McCurdy;  second  lieutenant,  John  A.  Richardson. 

Company  D — Same  as  1862. 

Company  E,  Acton — Captain,  Frank  H.  Whitcomb;  first  lieuten- 
ant, George  W.  Knights;  second  lieutenant,  Isaiah  Hutchins. 

Company  F,  Boston — Captain,  Henry  W.  Wilson;  first  lieutenant, 
Edmund  C.  Colnian;  second  lieutenant.  Richard  J.  Fennclly. 

Company  G,  Lowell  —  Captain,  Nathan  Taylor;  first  lieutenant, 
Charles  H.  Bassett;  second  lieutenant,  Paul  Paulas. 

Company  11 — Captain,  Moses  E.  Ware  of  Roxbury;  first  lieutenant, 
George  L.  Tripp  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Albert  A.  Chittenden 
of  Chelsea. 

Company  I — Captain,  Edward  H.  Staten  of  Salem;  first  lieutenant, 
Joseph  H.  Glidden  of  Salem;  second  lieutenant,  George  M.  Crowell 
of  Dan  vers. 

Company  K,  Lawrence — Captain,  Edgar  J.  Sherman;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Moulton  Batchelder;  second  lieutenant,  John  D.  Emerson. 

The  office  of  major  being  vacant,  Adjutant  Thomas  O.  Allen  was 
elected  and  commissioned  August  1,  Lieutenant  Colnian  of  Com- 
pany F  becoming  adjutant  and  his  place  in  turn  being  filled  by  the 
commissioning  of  First  Sergeant  Archelaus  N.  Leman.  The  regi- 
ment, with  the  others  under  the  call,  being  intended  to  perform 
simple  garrison  duty  till  the  arrival  of  more  permanent  troops, 
found  the  routine  comparatively  dull  and  eventless.    Going  by  way 
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of  Groton,  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore — again  receiv 
ing  at  the  latter  place  an  enthusiastic  welcome — it  reached  Wash- 
ington on  the  22d  and  next  day  reported  to  General  De  Russey  at 
Fort  Corcoran,  who  assigned  the  regiment  a  position  in  the  rear  of 
Fort  C.  F.  Smith  on  Arlington  flights,  about  a  mile  from  Aqueduct 
Bridge.  There  it  remained  without  notable  experience  till  the  21st 
of  August,  when  three  days'  rations  were  drawn  and  the  command 
made  its  way  homeward  as  far  as  Philadelphia,  going  thence  about 
40  miles  down  the  Delaware  river  to  Fort  Delaware  on  Pea  Patch 
Island,  where  it  relieved  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-seventh  Ohio 
Regiment  from  guard  duty  over  the  7,000  Confederate  prisoners  of 
war  held  there.  General  Alban  Schoepf,  a  loyal  Marylander  and  a 
good  officer,  commanded  the  post,  and  the  location  of  the  regiment 
was  very  comfortable,  most  of  the  married  officers  being  accom- 
panied by  their  families,  and  the  duties  of  the  men  being  varied 
and  sufficient  to  give  the  needed  exercise. 

The  Sixth  were  relieved  by  a  Delaware  regiment  on  the  19th  of 
October,  and  set  out  for  home  by  way  of  Philadelphia  and  New 
York,  reaching  Boston  on  the  21st.  The  men  were  then  furloughed 
till  the  24th,  when  the  command  gathered  at  Readville  and  on  the 
27th  was  for  the  third  time  honorably  mustered  out  of  the  national 
service. 
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HE  Seventh  Regiment  was  among  the  first  of  the  three-years 


organizations,  being  composed  almost  entirely  of  Bristol 


R  County  men  recruited  through  the  efforts  of  its  first  colonel, 
Darius  X.  Couch.  Its  rendezvous  was  Camp  Old  Colony  at  Taun- 
ton, where  on  the  15th  of  June,  1861,  its  ten  companies  were  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service  for  three  years,  the  officers 
being  as  follows : — 

Colonel,  Darius  N.  Couch  of  Taunton;  lieutenant  colonel,  Chester 
W.  Green  of  Fall  Kiver;  major,  l>avid  E.  Holman  of  Attleboro  ;  sur- 
geon, S.  Atherton  Holman  of  Boston  ;  assistant  surgeon,  Z.  Boylston 
Adams  of  Boston;  adjutant,  Othoniel  Gilmore  of  Raynham;  quarter- 
master, Daniel  Edson,  Jr.,  of  Dighton;  sergeant  mujor,  Edward  L. 
Langford  of  Fall  River ;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Dan  Packard  of 
Abiugton;  commissary  sergeant,  John  B.  Burt  of  Fall  River;  hospital 
steward,  Horace  B.  Sherman  of  Boston;  principal  musicians,  Robert 
Sheehan  of  Fall  River  and  Thomas  Dolan  of  Tauuton ;  leader  of  band, 
Zadoc  Thompson,  Jr.,  of  Halifax. 

Company  A,  Fall  River — Captain,  David  H.  Dyer;  first  lieutenant 
Jesse  F.  Eddy;  second  lieutenant,  William  H.  Nye. 

Company  B,  Fall  River — Captain,  John  dishing;  first  lieutenant, 
Jesse  D.  Bullock;  second  lieutenant,  George  W.  Giilord. 

Company  C — Captain,  Charles  T.  Robinson;  first  lieutenant,  Edgar 
Robinson,  both  of  Raynham;  second  lieutenant,  George  F.  Holman 
of  Cambridge. 

Company  D,  Taunton — Captain,  Joseph  B.  Leonard  ;  first  lieuten- 
ant, William  B.  Stall ;  second  lieutenant,  William  M.  Hale. 

Company  E — Captain,  Horace  Fox  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant,  Hiram 
A.  Oakman  of  Marshfield  ;  second  lieutenant,  William  W.  Carsley  of 
Dorchester. 

Company  F,  Taunton— Captain,  Zeba  F.  Bliss ;  first  lieutenant, 
James  M.  Lincoln:  second  lieutenant,  James  R.  Matthewson. 

Company  G,  Easton — Captain,  Ward  L.  Foster;  first  lieutenant, 
Augustus  W.  Lothrop;  second  lieutenant,  Munroe  F.  Williams. 

Company  H — Captain,  John  P.  Whitcomb  of  Mansfield;  first  lieu- 
tenant, John  W.  Rogers  of  Marshfield;  second  lieutenant,  William  F. 
White  of  Mansfield. 
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Company  I,  Attleboro — Captain,  John  F.  Ashley:  first  lieutenant, 
William  W.  Fisher;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  B.  De^jardines. 

Company  K,  Abington — Captain,  Franklin  P.  Harlow  ;  first  lieu- 
tenant, George  W.  Reed  ;  second  lieutenant,  Abijah  L.  Mayhew. 

The  regiment  remained  in  camp  at  Taunton  till  the  11th  of  July, 
when  it  set  out  for  Washington,  reaching  the  capital  on  the  15th 
and  going  into  camp  at  Kalorama  Hights,  Georgetown,  near  Mcri- 
diau  Hill,  some  2  1-2  miles  from  the  Capitol.  There  it  remained  till 
the  6th  of  August,  when  it  marched  out  of  the  city  some  four  or 
five  miles  by  the  Seventh  Street  road  and  went  into  permanent 
camp,  being  brigaded  with  the  Tenth  Massachusetts,  Second  Rhode 
Island  and  Thirtv-sixth  New  York.  Colonel  Couch,  who  on  the 
4th  of  September  was  commissioned  a  brigadier  general  of  volun- 
teers, took  command  of  the  brigade,  which  with  two  others,  under 
General  L.  P.  Graham  and  General  John  J.  Peck,  formed  soon 
after,  constituted  General  Don  Carlos  BuelFs  Division.  The  camp 
of  the  brigade  was  known  as  Brightwood,  and  was  occupied  without 
notable  event  till  the  following  spring.  Large  details  from  the 
regiment  almost  immediately  began  the  construction  of  a  strong 
earthwork  near  the  camp,  at  first  known  as  Fort  Massachusetts  but 
later  named  Fort  Stevens,  in  honor  of  General  Isaac  I.  Stevens. 

The  encampment  at  Brightwood  saw  many  changes  among  the 
officers  of  the  Seventh.  Following  the  promotion  of  Colonel  Couch, 
the  regiment  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Nelson  II.  Davis,  pro- 
moted from  the  regular  army,  in  which  he  held  a  commission  as 
captain  in  the  Second  Regiment.  Colonel  Davis  vacated  the 
colonelcy  on  the  18th  of  November,  being  promoted  in  the  regular 
service  and  entering  the  inspector  general's  department.  He  was 
succeeded  in  the  command  of  the  Seventh  by  Colonel  Joseph  Whee- 
lock  of  Boston,  who  retained  the  command  some  two  months,  re- 
signing on  the  30th  of  January,  18(32.  Captain  David  A.  Russell 
of  the  Eighth  United  States  Infantry  succeeded  him,  being  com- 
missioned colonel  of  the  Seventh  from  the  31st  of  January  and 
proving  one  of  the  ablest  officers  in  the  service.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Green  resigned  November  22,  and  the  vacancy  was  filled 
by  the  commissioning  of  Charles  Raymond  of  Plymouth.  Major 
Holman,  who  was  55  years  of  age,  resigned  on  the  1st  of  August, 
being  succeeded  by  Captain  Franklin  P.  Harlow.  Several  of  the 
line  officers,  including  Captains  Dyer,  dishing,  Robinson,  Fox  and 
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Ashley,  resigned  before  the  close  of  November.  These  vacancies 
were  filled  by  promotion  from  the  lower  grades  in  regular  order, 
which  it  will  be  observed  had  not  been  the  case  in  filling  vacancies 
of  higher  rank. 

The  location  at  Brightwood  was  a  favorable  one,  and  the  health 
of  the  regiment  during  the  winter  was  good,  the  brigade  at  the 
special  report  made  February  1, 1862,  having  but  two  per  cent,  sick 
— the  most  favorable  report  made  by  any  brigade  in  the  army.  As 
the  time  for  the  opening  of  the  spring  campaign  drew  near  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  was  divided  into  five  corps,  the  Seventh  find- 
ing itself  in  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fourth  Corps.  Gen- 
eral Keyes  commanded  the  corps  and  General  Couch  the  division  ; 
Colonel  Briggs  of  the  Tenth  Massachusetts  having  temporary  com- 
mand of  the  brigade,  but  being  succeeded  soon  after  the  landing  at 
Fortress  Monroe  by  General  Charles  Devens. 

Camp  was  broken  at  Brightwood  on  the  11th  of  March  and  the 
regiment  crossed  the  Potomac  into  Virginia,  marching  as  far  as 
Prospect  Hill.  12  miles  from  Brightwood,  where  the  division  halted 
in  an  open  field,  remaining  there  till  morning  of  the  14th,  when  it 
marched  back  to  Fort  Marcy,  bivouacking  there  in  a  severe  rain- 
storm till  near  night  of  the  15th,  when  the  column  returned  to  the 
old  camps.  No  further  move  was  made  till  the  25th,  when  the 
regiment  passed  through  Washington,  embarked  on  the  steamer 
Daniel  Webster  and  sailed  for  Fortress  Monroe,  where  it  debarked 
on  the  29th,  marching  some  eight  miles  and  halting  at  Camp  W. 
F.  Smith,  near  Newport  News. 

Camp  Smith  was  occupied  till  the  advance  against  Yorktown,on 
the  4th  of  April,  when  two  days'  march  took  the  regiment  to  War- 
wick Court  House,  not  far  from  Lee's  Mills,  where  camp  was  made 
and  a  month  passed  while  General  McClellan  confronted  the 
enemy's  intrenchments,  the  encampment  being  known  as  Camp 
Winfield  Scott.  Leaving  this  place  on  the  4th  of  May, — the  Con- 
federates having  evacuated  Yorktown,  the  Seventh  led  Devens's 
Brigade,  following  General  Peck's,  to  the  battle-field  of  Williams- 
burg, which  was  reached  about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  of  the 
5th,  when  the  fight  was  at  its  hottest.  The  regiment  was  moved 
forward  through  a  sharp  artillery  fire,  followed  by  the  Second  Rhode 
Island,  at  first  to  the  support  of  General  Peck's  Brigade,  relieving 
two  regiments  of  that  command  a  little  later  when  their  ammuni- 
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tion  was  exhausted.  The  loss  of  the  Seventh  was  but  one  killed 
and  two  wounded.  That  night  the  regiment  stood  in  line  of  battle 
through  a  drenching  rain,  and  next  morning  a  detachment  sent  out 
under  Captain  Reed  confirmed  the  suspicion  that  the  enemy  had 
retired  and  occupied  Fort  Magruder.  During  the  9th  and  10th  the 
regiment  marched  some  20  miles  to  Roper's  Church,  advancing  on 
the  13th  to  New  Kent  Court  House.  On  the  16th  a  reconnaissance 
was  made  to  Baltimore  Cross  Roads,  seven  miles,  and  the  day  fol- 
lowing to  within  three  miles  of  Bottom's  Bridge  on  the  Chicka- 
hominv.  The  railroad  from  Richmond  to  York  River  was  taken 
possession  of  on  the  18th  and  next  day  the  camp  of  the  regiment 
was  pushed  forward  a  mile  or  so,  the  skirmish  line  under  the  able 
direction  of  Colonel  Russell  gradually  feeling  its  way  through  the 
region.  <  hi  the  20th  a  detachment  under  Major  Harlow  and  Cap- 
tain Holman  made  a  reconnaissance  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Bridge, 
finding  the  enemy  posted  on  the  opposite  bank,  the  party  losing  one 
man  wounded  and  a  sergeant  captured.  Next  morning  Company 
F  at  the  railroad  and  Company  A  at  Bottom's  Bridge  crossed  the 
river  after  some  skirmishing,  and  the  regiment  following  sent  out 
a  detachment  which  penetrated  some  two  miles.  On  the  24th  and 
25th  some  eight  miles  more  were  made,  bringing  the  brigade  into 
camp  at  Fair  Oaks. 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  Battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  May  31,  the 
Seventh  were  detached  from  their  brigade  and  sent  to  reinforce 
General  Birney's  Brigade  of  the  Third  Division,  Third  (Hcintzel- 
man's)  Corps.  This  brigade  was  advanced  along  the  railroad  to 
protect  the  right  of  Couch's  Division,  enabling  that  officer  to  extri- 
cate his  command,  which  was  nearly  surrounded.  This  disposition 
of  the  regiment  was  made  near  evening  of  the  31st,  and  during  the 
following  day  the  Seventh  took  part  in  a  decisive  repulse  of  the 
enemy  on  that  portion  of  the  field,  fortunately  losing  but  four  men 
wounded  during  the  battle. 

On  the  2d  of  June  the  regiment  moved  some  two  miles  to  the 
right,  near  Golding's  House,  where  it  remained  for  five  days,  some 
of  the  time  in  support  of  a  battery.  It  then  encamped  near  Sav- 
age's Station,  a  short  distance  in  rear  of  the  Fair  Oaks  battle-field, 
till  the  2oth  of  June.  On  that  day  the  brigade,  now  commanded 
by  General  Palmer,  General  Devens  having  been  wounded  at  Fair 
Oaks,  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Heintzelman,  in  support  of 
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the  advance  being  made  by  Hooker's  Division  of  his  corps.  The 
Seventh,  taking  position  in  the  front  line  of  battle,  were  somewhat 
engaged,  losing  two  killed,  including  First  Lieutenant  Jesse  D.  Bul- 
lock, and  14  wounded. 

The  Seventh  with  the  Second  Rhode  Island  were  detached  from 
the  brigade  on  the  27th,  and  reported  to  General  Peck,  command- 
ing the  Second  Division  of  the  corps,  with  head-quarters  at  White 
Oak  Swamp.  The  following  morning,  in  preparation  for  the  "  change 
of  base"  of  the  army  to  the  James  river,  General  Peck  took  pos- 
session of  the  crossing  of  the  Charles  Citv,  New  Market  and  other 
roads  at  Glcndale,  with  pickets  well  advanced,  holding  that  position 
for  two  days,  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy's  cavalry  occurring  in 
which  the  Seventh  met  no  loss.  During  the  29th  and  30th  the 
regiment  led  the  way  toward  Turkey  Island  Bend  on  the  James  river, 
and  being  on  picket  the  following  day  it  had  no  part  in  the  battle  of 
Malvern  Hill.  On  the  2d  of  July  the  movement  to  Harrison's 
Landing  was  made,  General  Peck  covering  the  rear,  the  roads  being 
in  terrible  condition  from  the  heavy  rain  and  their  excessive  use. 
On  the  3d  the  regiment  moved  some  miles  up  the  river  and  rejoined 
its  brigade,  going  into  camp.  Twice  within  a  short  time  it  was 
called  to  join  in  a  reconnaissance — going  on  the  5th  of  August  to 
Turkey  Island  Bend,  returning  the  next  day,  and  on  the  8th  ad- 
vancing to  Haxall's  Station,  getting  back  to  camp  on  the  11th. 

General  Devens  had  now  resumed  command  of  the  brigade,  and 
on  the  ICth  it  began  the  march  to  Yorktown,  which  place  the 
Seventh  passed  through  on  the  20th,  encamping  two  miles  beyond 
on  the  Big  Bethel  road.  Resting  there  till  the  29th,  they  went 
aboard  the  bark  Texas,  arriving  off  Alexandria  the  31st  and  debark- 
ing the  1st  of  September.  At  night  a  march  of  15  miles  was  made 
to  near  Fairfax  Court  House,  returning  on  the  2d  to  within  four 
miles  of  Chain  Bridge,  and  on  the  3d  camping  near  the  bridge. 
The  crossing  to  the  Washington  side  took  place  on  the  5th,  and  even- 
ing of  the  Gth  found  fho  regiment  in  bivouac  near  Orcutt's  Cross 
Roads,  Md.,  where  a  halt  of  two  days  was  made.  The  onward 
movement  in  search  of  Lee's  army  was  resumed  the  9th  and- con- 
tinued byway  of  Poolesville,  Jefferson  and  Burkittsville,  through 
South  Mountain  Gap  to  a  camp  in  Pleasant  Valley  which  was 
reached  on  the  14th.  Resuming  the  inarch  on  the  17th,  the  regi- 
ment reached  the  field  of  battle  on  the  Antietam  early  next  day, 
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forming  in  the  rear  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  remaining  there  for  some 
time  and  going  on  picket  at  the  right  of  the  Union  lines,  across  the 
stream.  On  the  20th  the  regiment  marched  some  nine  miles  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who  had  crossed  the  Potomac,  and  formed 
line  of  battle  near  St.  James  College  on  the  Williamsport  road. 
Bivouac  was  made  in  the  woods  next  day,  and  on  the  23d  a  pleas- 
ant camp  was  established  near  Downsville,  where  early  in  October 
the  Thirty-seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment  joined  the  brigade. 

The  raid  of  the  Confederate  cavalry  under  General  Stuart  on  the 
10th  of  October  to  Charabersburg,  Pa.,  and  around  the  rear  of  the 
Union  army  called  the  brigade  up  the  Potomac  a  few  days  later. 
Setting  out  near  evening  of  the  18th,  a  forced  march  was  made  to 
Hancock,  which  was  reached  at  night  of  the  10th.  Stopping  there 
for  a  day,  the  command  started  back  soon  after  midnight  of  the 
21st,  halting  at  Cherry  Run,  ten  miles  below,  where  a  week  was 
passed.  By  this  time  preparations  for  the  advance  of  the  Union 
army  into  Virginia  were  about  completed,  the  brigade  returned  as 
far  as  Williamsport  on  the  27th,  and  to  the  old  camp  at  Downs- 
ville on  the  2iHh.  Marching  orders  came  the  following  day,  and 
on  the  31st  the  regiment  took  its  place  in  the  column  moving 
southward.  Two  days'  marching  brought  it  to  Berlin,  where  a  day 
was  passed  in  rest,  when  the  Potomac  was  crossed  on  the  ponton 
bridge  and  a  steady  advance  brought  the  brigade  at  night  of  the 
6th  of  November  to  White  Plains,  where  a  snow  storm  and  a  scarcity 
of  rations  made  the  next  few  days  uncomfortable.  On  the  9th  a 
short  march  was  made  over  horrible  roads  to  New  Baltimore. 

General  Burnside  having  succeeded  General  McClellan  in  the 
command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  a  considerable  reorganiza- 
tion was  made,  in  which  "  Couch's  Division"  was  attached  to  the 
Sixth  Corps,  with  which  it  had  acted  for  some  months,  becoming  the 
Third  Division,  General  Devens's  command  forming  the  Second 
Brigade.  General  W.  F.  Smith  commanded  the  corps,  which  was 
part  of  General  W.  B.  Franklin's  left  grand  division,  and  General 
John  Newton  the  division — General  Couch  having  been  commis- 
sioned a  major  general  of  volunteers  and  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  Second  Corps.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Raymond  having  resigned 
from  the  Seventh  on  the  24th  of  October,  Major  Harlow  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  place,  and  Captain  Leonard  succeeded  the  latter  as 
major.    Assistant  Surgeon  Adams  being  promoted  to  surgeon  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


174 


MASSACHUSETTS  IX  TUE  WAR. 


the  Thirty -second  Regiment,  William  H.  Lincoln  of  Hubbardston 
and  Arthur  W.  Cowdry  of  Stow  had  during  the  summer  been  made 
assistant  surgeons.  Second  Lieutenant  Peleg  Mitchell  of  Fall 
River  died  of  disease  August  10.  On  the  11th  the  regimental  band 
was  mustered  out  of  the  service,  pursuant  to  a  general  order  from 
the  War  Department. 

The  movement  toward  Fredericksburg  began  on  the  16th  of  No- 
vember, the  regiment  encamping  near  Stafford  Court  House  on 
the  18th  and  remaining  there  till  the  4th  of  December,  when  it 
marched  toward  the  left,  going  into  camp  on  the  5th  near  White 
Oak  Church  during  a  very  disagreeable  storm  of  rain  and  snow. 
The  regimental  camp  was  changed  on  the  9th,  and  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  11th  the  Seventh  with  the  brigade  marched  down 
to  the  plain  beside  the  Rappahannock  where  it  waited  till  nearly 
dusk  for  the  order  to  cross  the  river.  General  Devens  having  vol- 
unteered his  command  for  the  duty,  the  brigade  dashed  across  the 
ponton  bridges  at  Franklin's  Crossing,  the  Second  Rhode  Island  de- 
ploying as  skirmishers  while  the  rest  of  the  brigade  stood  in  line 
of  battle  during  the  night  a  short  distance  out  on  the  plain  in  guard 
of  the  bridges.  During  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  the  regiment  took 
a  position  at  the  left,  where  it  was  exposed  to  a  sharp  artillery  fire, 
afterward  moving  to  various  points  on  that  part  of  the  field  until 
the  withdrawal  of  the  army  across  the  river  on  the  night  of  the 
15th,  when  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  it  covered  the 
recrossing.    Its  loss  had  been  but  one  killed  and  two  wounded. 

Winter  quarters  were  established  on  the  18th,  about  half  way 
between  Falmouth  and  White  Oak  Church,  and  there  the  regiment 
remained  for  some  months.  On  the  20th  of  January,  1863,  it  joined 
in  the  futile  expedition  directed  by  General  Burnside  toward 
Banks's  Ford,  known  as  the  "  Mud  March,"  returning  to  its  camp 
in  an  exhausted  and  bedraggled  condition  on  the  23d.  Colonel 
Russell,  promoted  to  be  brigadier  general,  had  taken  command  of 
the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  and  the  vacant  colonelcy  was 
filled  by  the  commissioning  February  22  of  Thomas  D.  Johns  of 
Pennsylvania,  like  his  predecessors  a  graduate  of  West  Point.  Late 
in  April  General  Devens  bade  adieu  to  the  brigade,  having  been  as- 
signed to  command  a  division  of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Colonel  W.  H.  Browne  of  the  Thirty-sixth  New  York. 

The  Sixth  Corps  broke  camp  to  participate  in  the  Chancellors- 
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ville  movement  on  the  28th  of  April,  the  Seventh  on  the  following 
morning  marching  down  near  the  Franklin  Crossing  of  the  Rap- 
pahannock, where  it  remained  with  some  changes  of  position  and 
minor  demonstrations  till  the  evening  of  May  1,  when  it  crossed 
the  river  and  during  the  night  moved  up  to  the  city  of  Fredericks- 
burg. During  the  morning  of  the  3d  the  regiment  with  the  Thirty- 
sixth  New  York  was  selected  to  form  a  storming  column  for  the 
capture  of  the  hights  in  the  rear  of  the  city.  Colonel  Johns  com- 
manding the  column,  the  regiment  was  led  by  the  gallant  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Harlow.  At  the  command  both  regiments  advanced 
nobly,  the  Seventh  moving  by  the  Hank  up  a  stony  road  which  was 
little  more  than  a  gully,  and  meeting  a  deadly  fire  which  tore  the 
head  of  the  column  to  fragments.  Colonel  Johns  rallied  the  men 
and  pressed  on  till  he  was  severely  wounded,  when  Colonel  Lfarlow 
with  a  handful  of  brave  followers  made  a  lodgment  in  the  hostile 
works,  that  officer  being  shot  by  a  Confederate  at  short  range  but 
miraculously  onlv  slightly  hurt.  The  hostile  line  being  broken,  the 
enemy  were  soon  driven  from  Marye's  Hights,  the  Seventh  captur- 
ing two  pieces  of  artillery. 

After  a  short  rest  the  corps  pressed  forward  in  the  direction  of 
Hooker's  main  army,  with  which  Sedgwick,  commanding  the  Sixth 
Corps,  was  under  orders  to  form  an  immediate  junction.  As  the 
Seventh  approached  Salem  Church  they  found  a  battle  in  progress 
at  that  point  between  the  First  Division  of  the  corps  and  the  enemy 
under  General  McLaws,  in  which  General  Brooks's  division  was 
being  forced  back.  The  brigade  was  at  once  put  into  action,  the 
Seventh  forming  the  center  of  the  line,  with  the  Thirty-seventh  and 
Thirty-sixth  detached  to  the  left  and  the  Tenth  and  Second  soon 
going  into  position  on  the  right.  A  severe  conflict  ensued  for  a  short 
time,  during  which  Colonel  Browne  was  badly  wounded,  Colonel 
Eustis  of  the  Tenth  succeeding  to  the  command  of  the  brigade, 
when  the  Confederates  were  checked  and  driven  back  to  the  forest. 
The  position  thus  secured  was  held  during  that  night  and  the  fol- 
lowing day,  with  some  skirmishing  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
time,  as  the  enemy  gathered  reinforcements, but  at  dusk  the  Union 
forces  were  skillfully  extricated  from  the  enveloping  lines  of  their 
opponents  and  during  the  night  the  regiment  with  the  rest  of  the 
corps  recrossed  the  river  at  Banks's  Ford  and  bivouacked  near  by. 
The  Seventh  took  into  the  battle  about  f>00  officers  and  men,  losing 
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23  killed,  including  Captain  Prentiss  M.  Whiting  of  Attleboro  and 
First  Lieutenant  Albert  A.  Tillson  of  Mansfield,  and  nine  officers 
and  105  men  wounded. 

The  regiment  returned  to  the  old  camp  on  the  8th,  selecting  a 
new  location  near  by,  which  it  occupied  till  the  6th  of  June  when 
the  corps  was  again  marched  to  the  crossing  of  the  Rappahannock 
below  Fredericksburg,  where  in  fortifying,  skirmishing  and  demon- 
strating against  General  A.  P.  HilFs  corps  the  regiment  remained 
till  the  13th,  when  the  river  was  recrossed  and  next  morning  the 
march  northward  on  the  Gettysburg  campaign  began.  Fairfax  Sta- 
tion was  reached  on  the  16th  and  one  day  given  to  rest,  when  the 
command  moved  to  Fairfax  Court  House,  at  which  point  it  remained 
till  the  24th,  when  it  marched  to  Centerville,  stopped  there  for  a 
day,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  set  out  toward  Pennsylvania ; 
about  120  miles  were  made  in  the  next  five  days,  and  night  of  the 
30th  found  the  regiment  with  the  rest  of  the  corps  at  Manchester, 
Md.  At  night  of  July  1  orders  were  received  to  report  at  Gettys- 
burg, where  the  battle  had  that  day  begun.  Marching  during  the 
night  and  next  day  till  4  o'clock,  the  field  was  reached,  and  the 
brigade  was  at  once  sent  to  the  left  to  the  support  of  General  Sick- 
les's  hard  pressed  corps,  where  line  of  battle  was  formed  near  Little 
Round  Top.  This  position  was  held  during  the  night,  and  next  day 
the  regiment  moved  from  point  to  point  with  its  brigade,  often  under 
fire,  but  fortunately  escaping  without  loss.  On  the  4th  it  occupied 
a  position  in  the  front  line,  throwing  up  in  a  rain-storm  such  in- 
trenchments  as  could  be  constructed  without  tools. 

The  pursuit  of  the  retreating  southern  army  began  on  the  5th, 
and  was  continued  daily  through  storms  and  over  mountains  that 
were  terribly  taxing  to  the  soldiers  till  on  the  10th,  live  miles  be- 
yond Roonsboro,  the  regiment  formed  line  of  battle  confronting  the 
enemy,  remaining  in  that  position  during  the  following  day.  On 
the  12th,  Lee  having  changed  his  location  somewhat,  the  Seventh 
advanced  to  Funkstown,  where  line  was  again  formed  and  intrenched 
during  the  following  day.  The  morning  of  the  14th  found  the 
hostile  troops  across  the  river  in  Virginia  once  more  ;  the  regiment 
followed  them  to  Wiiliamsport,  starting  next  morning  toward  Rer. 
lin,  which  was  reached  on  the  16th.  Stopping  there  till  the  19th,  the 
regiment  crossed  the  river  and  proceeded  southward  in  its  place  in 
the  column,  diverging  from  the  direct  route  on  the  24th  to  visit 
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Ashby's  Gap,  where  there  was  promise  of  a  fight,  returning  that 
day  to  its  position  near  Orleans  and  on  the  25th  marching  to  near 
Warrenton,  where  it  went  into  camp. 

The  strategic  movements  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  being  re- 
sumed, the  Seventh  marched  on  the  15th  of  September  to  Sulphur 
Springs  and  next  day  to  Stone  House  Mountain,  near  the  Rapidan, 
where  line  of  battle  was  formed,  though  no  engagement  cusuod,  the 
Second  and  Sixth  Corps  encamping  in  that  vicinity  for  the  rest  of 
the  month.   With  the  1st  of  October  came  directions  for  distributing 
the  division  along  the  railroad  from  Rappahannock  Station  to  Bris- 
toe's,  and  the  Seventh  started  on  the  march  that  night,  reaching 
Bealton  next  day  and  on  the  3d  going  to  Bristoc's,  where  it  re- 
mained  for  ten  days.    The  brigade  marched  to  Catlett's  Station  on 
the  13th  to  cover  the  passage  of  the  Union  army,  which  was  having 
a  strategic  race  with  the  Confederates  for  the  Washington  defenses, 
rejoined  the  Sixth  Corps  when  it  came  along,  and  returned  nearly 
to  the  point  from  which  it  set  out  in  the  morning.    Next  day  it 
marched  to  Centervillc,  moved  a  few  miles  on  the  15th  to  the 
Chantilly  battle-field  and  formed  line  of  battle,  facing  the  Confed- 
erates for  some  days  in  constant  anticipation  of  an  engagement. 

General  Lee  not  caring  to  risk  battle  began  a  retrograde  move- 
ment and  the  Union  army  followed,  the  Seventh  marching  on  the 
19th  to  Gainesville  and  the  day  after  to  the  vicinity  of  Warrenton, 
changing  camp  on  the  22d  to  the  ground  occupied  before  setting 
out  on  the  movement.    On  the  7th  of  November  the  Fifth  and  Sixth 
Corps  advanced  against  a  force  of  the  enemy  strongly  intrenched 
at  Rappahannock  Station,  and  on  reaching  tbc  scene  of  action  the 
regiment  was  detached  from  its  own  brigade  and  operated  with 
.Shaler's  (the  First),  being  exposed  to  a  severe  artillery  fire,  but 
not  otherwise  engaged  and  suffering  no  loss.    The  works  and  nearly 
all  their  defenders  being  captured  by  the  notable  charge  of  General 
Russell's  Brigade  and  other  troops,  the  Seventh  crossed  the  Rappa- 
hannock next  day,  occupying  the  works  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
river,  most  of  the  regiment  going  on  picket  till  the  afternoon  of 
the  9th,  when  it  rejoined  the  brigade  at  Kelly's  Ford.    On  the  12th 
it  again  marched  up  to  the  Station,  crossed  to  the  south  side,  ad- 
vanced to  near  Brandy  Station  and  went  into  camp. 

The  Aline  Run  expedition  began  on  Thanksgiving  day,  the  26th, 
when  the  regiment  marched  to  the  Rapidan,  crossing  it  near  mid- 
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night  at  Jacobs  Mills  and  bivouacking  near  by.  Xo  movement 
was  made  by  the  Seventh  during  the  following  day  beyond  forming, 
line  of  battle  late  in  the  afternoon,  as  the  Sixth  Corps,  which  fol- 
lowed the  Third  under  General  French,  was  delayed  by  the  latter 
taking  a  course  which  brought  it  into  collision  with  the  enemy,  re- 
sulting in  a  sharp  fight.  About  midnight  General  Sedgwick  was 
directed  to  take  the  advance,  and  after  a  hard  night's  inarch 
through  the  wilderness  reached  Robertson's  Tavern  the  following 
morning.  Waiting  there  during  the  day  and  the  ensuing  night  in 
a  driving  storm,  the  division  was  attached  to  the  Second  Corps 
and  moved  to  the  extreme  left  and  front  in  readiness  for  the  con- 
templated attack  on  the  Confederate  position.  Resting  in  the 
woods  over  night  on  the  way,  the  regiment  at  daybreak  was  placed 
in  the  front  line  of  the  column  of  assault,  the  orders  being  to  at- 
tack at  8  o'clock.  But  the  weather  had  become  bitterly  cold,  the 
enemy's  position  appeared  impregnable,  and  the  signal  was  not 
given.  The  lines  kept  their  position  all  through  the  day,  while  the 
skirmishers  maintained  a  lively  fire,  and  at  night  the  rapid  move- 
ment back  to  the  camps  at  Brandy  Station  began.  The  Rapidan 
was  crossed  at  Culpeper  Ford  on  the  2d  of  December  and  the  fol- 
lowing day  the  regiment  pitched  its  tents  on  the  ground  occupied 
previous  to  the  expedition. 

This  cam]),  with  the  ordinary  routine  of  duties,  was  occupied  dur- 
ing the  winter.  Late  in  February,  18G4,  the  Sixth  Corps  was 
ordered  to  support  a  cavalry  demonstration  to  the  southwcstward? 
and  on  the  27th  the  regiment  marched  15  miles  through  Culpeper 
to  near  Jamestown,  and  the  next  day  advanced  across  Robertson's 
river,  where  it  remained  in  readiness  for  action  till  night  of  March 
1,  through  a  driving  storm  of  rain  and  snow.  The  cavalry  having 
returned,  the  infantry  force  recrossed  the  river,  inarched  a  mile  and 
made  such  a  bivouac  as  was  possible  with  the  storm  still  continuing, 
returning  to  camp  next  day,  a  march  of  22  miles  and  one  of  the 
most  exhausting  in  the  history  of  the  organization.  Previous  to  the 
opening  of  the  spring  campaign  the  five  corps  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  were  consolidated  into  three,  the  necessary  changes  mak- 
ing Eustis's  the  Fourth  Brigade  of  the  Second  ((Jetty's)  Division- 
Camp  was  broken  at  Brandy  Station  during  the  night  of  the  3d 
of  May,  and  very  early  next  morning  the  regiment  joined  in  the 
southward  march  of  the  army,  crossing  the  Rapidan  early  in  the 
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afternoon  and  bivouacking  for  the  night  a  few  miles  beyond.  Next 
day  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  opened,  and  Getty's  division  being 
detached  from  its  corps  was  sent  to  the  Union  left  to  operate  on  the 
Plank  road,  near  the  Brock  road,  under  direction  of  General  Han- 
cock. The  signal  for  an  advance  was  given  about  4  o'clock  and 
the  regiment  was  heavily  engaged  till  dark,  winning  some  ground 
and  sleeping  on  the  field.  The  fighting  was  renewed  next  morning, 
continuing  with  varying  result  till  afternoon,  the  Seventh  during 
the  two  days  losing  120, 15  being  killed  and  many  fatally  wounded- 
During  the  succeeding  night  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  rejoin  its 
corps  at  the  right,  which  had  been  severely  handled  by  Early's  Con- 
federate Division,  J)ut  owing  to  the  difficult  nature  of  the  country 
did  not  reach  its  destination  till  next  morning.  No  further  attack 
being  offered,  the  Seventh  joined  with  other  troops  in  fortifying  the 
position,  but  soon  after  dark  began  the  movement  to  the  rear  and 
left  which  ended  next  afternoon  at  Spottsylvania. 

On  reaching  the  latter  place  the  advance  of  the  Sixth  Corps  was 
at  once  thrown  into  line  to  assist  a  portion  of  the  Fifth  Corps  which 
had  already  become  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  at  dusk  a  charge 
was  made  by  Eustis's  Brigade  with  other  troops,  routing  the  enemy 
and  holding  the  captured  position.    The  Seventh  met  a  Georgia 
regiment  which  broke  before  the  attack,  leaving  its  colors,  color 
guard  and  32  men  in  the  hands  of  the  Seventh,  the  latter  losing  one 
killed,  four  wounded  and  two  taken  prisoners  who  were  recaptured 
while  on  their  way  to  Richmond.    During  the  two  following  days 
the  regiment  was  busy  intrenching,  with  skirmish  firing  and  sharp- 
shooting  constantly  taking  place,  by  which  General  Sedgwick,  com- 
manding the  corps,  lost  his  life  on  the  9th.    First  Lieutenant  Henry 
W.  Nichols  of  Fall  River  died  of  wounds  on  the  12th.    About  this 
time  a  transfer  removed  General  Eustis  from  the  brigade,  thence- 
forth commanded  by  Colonel  Edwards  of  the  Thirty -seventh. 

The  regiment  went  on  picket  the  11th,  remaining  for  two  days, 
thus  escaping  the  severe  trial  which  came  to  the  rest  of  the  brigade 
at  the  "  Angle"  on  the  12th.  Being  relieved  on  the  13th  and  re- 
joining the  brigade,  it  rested  till  the  following  night,  when  soon  after 
midnight  it  began  a  movement  through  the  forest  to  the  left,  finally 
going  into  position  beyond  the  Fifth  Corps,  in  which  vicinity  it  re- 
mained for  three  days.  At  night  of  the  17th  the  corps  moved  back 
to  the  Landrum  House  and  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  joined  in 
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an  attack  on  the  Confederate  works.    It  was  a  hopeless  undertak- 
ing and  was  easily  repulsed,  the  Seventh  losing  six  wounded. 

An  immediate  return  was  made  to  the  left,  where  the  regiment 
remained  on  duty  till  the  withdrawal  of  Grant's  army  for  another 
southward  movement  on  the  21st.  The  North  Anna  river  was 
reached  and  crossed  on  the  24th,  and  the  men  were  at  once  set  to 
work  constructing  rifle-pits,  going  on  picket  the  next  day  beyond 
the  railroad  at  Noel's  Station,  and  on  the  26th  being  advanced  to 
the  front  near  Little  river.  The  regiment  assisted  in  covering  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Union  army  on  the  27th ;  which  being  accom- 
plished it  marched  after  the  main  body,  reaching  Hanover  Court 
House  by  easy  stages  on  the  29th  and  building  more  rifle-pits.  On 
the  31st  the  Seventh  were  again  sent  on  picket,  and  in  that  capacity 
covered  the  transfer  of  the  Sixth  Corps  from  the  right  of  the  army 
to  the  left, — it  being  ordered  to  Cold  Harbor,  to  which  place  it 
made  a  forced  march  on  the  1st  of  June. 

Arriving  there  during  the  afternoon,  the  regiment  almost  imme- 
diately took  part  in  a  demonstration  in  favor  of  the  Vermont  bri- 
gade of  the  same  division,  which  was  in  danger  of  being  flanked, 
the  loss  to  the  Seventh  being  one  killed  and  a  few  wounded.  In 
the  subsequent  operations  of  the  brigade  at  Cold  Harbor  the  regi- 
ment had  its  arduous  share,  being  engaged  in  the  trenches  night 
and  day  with  occasional  respites,  losing  men  wounded  almost  daily 
by  the  picket  firing.  At  night  of  the  12th  the  movement  toward 
the  James  river  began,  the  regiment  marching  25  miles  and  cross- 
ing the  Chickahominy  during  the  next  24  hours.  Two  days  later 
bivouac  was  reached  on  the  bank  of  the  James,  when  the  term  of 
service  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  having  expired  it  turned  its  steps 
toward  Massachusetts. 

The  recruits  and  re-enlisted  veterans  were  formed  into  a  detach- 
ment and  assigned  to  the  Thirty-seventh  Regiment,  with  which  they 
were  soon  consolidated,  while  the  remainder  embarked  on  the  trans- 
port steamer  Key  port  at  Wilson's  Landing  on  the  l(>th.  From  Wash- 
ington on  the  following  day  train  was  taken  to  New  York,  where  a 
day  was  passed,  thence  continuing  to  Taunton  where  an  enthusias- 
tic greeting  awaited  the  veterans  at  their  arrival  on  the  20th.  TIil* 
men  were  at  once  furloughed  till  the  4th  of  July,  when  the  regiment 
reassembled,  took  part  in  the  celebration  of  the  day,  and  on  the  5th 
was  formally  mustered  out. 
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THE  Eighth  Regiment  of  Militia  was  one  of  the  four  to  re- 
spond to  the  first  call  upon  Massachusetts  after  the  opening 
of  hostilities  at  Fort  Sumter,  and  like  its  associates,  it  did 
faitliful  and  valuable  service.  Colonel  Munroe,  whose  head-quar- 
ters were  at  Lynn,  received  notification  that  the  services  of  his 
command  would  be  required  at  about  the  same  time  as  the  com- 
manding officers  of  the  other  regiments,  and  like  them  he  was 
ready  for  the  summons. 

The  several  companies  were  directed  to  report  at  once  at  Boston, 
and  to  Companies  B,  C  and  H,  all  of  Marblehead,  is  due  the  credit 
of  being  the  first  troops  to  reach  the  state  capital  in  response  to 
the  call.  They  arrived  soon  after  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
April  16,  1861,  and  through  the  storm  which  was  then  raging 
marched  to  Faneuil  Hall,  cheered  enthusiastically  by  the  people 
who  lined  the  streets.  The  regiment  consisting  of  but  eight  com- 
panies, two  others  were  attached  to  it  before  it  left  the  state  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  18th — J  and  K,  the  latter  joining  the  command  at 
Springfield  en  route  to  Washington.  Company  J  was  a  Zouave 
organization,  belonging  to  the  Seventh  Regiment  of  Militia,  while 
Company  K  of  Pittsfield  was  drawn  from  the  Tenth  Regiment. 
As  thus  constituted,  the  Eighth  numbered  70o,  and  was  officered 
as  follows : — 

Colonel,  Timothy  Munroe;  lieutenant  colonel,  Edward  TV.  Hincks, 
both  of  Lynn;  major,  Andrew  El  well  of  (Gloucester;  surgeon,  Bow- 
man B.  Breed;  assistant  surgeon,  Warren  Tapley,  both  of  Lynn;  chap- 
lain, Gilbert  Haven  of  Maiden;  adjutant,  George  Creasy  of  Newbury- 
port;  quartermaster,  E.  Alfred  Ingalls:  paymaster,  Roland  G.  Usher, 
both  of  Lynn;  sergeant  major,  John  Goodwin,  Jr.,  of  Marblehead; 
quartermaster  sergeant,  Horace  E.  Munroe  of  Lynn;  drum  major. 
Samuel  Roads  of  Marblehead. 

Company  A,  dishing  Guards — Captain,  Albert  W.  Bartlett;  first 
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lieutenant,  George  Barker;  second  lieutenant,  Gamaliel  Hodges;  third 
lieutenant,  Nathan  W.  Collins,  all  of  Newburyport;  fourth  lieuten- 
ant, Edward  L.  Noyes  of  Lawrence. 

Company  B,  Lafayette  Guard  of  Marblehead  —  Captain.  Richard 
Phillips;  first  lieutenant,  Abial  S.  Roads,  Jr.;  second  lieutei:ant,Will- 
iam  S.  Roads;  third  lieutenant,  William  Cash. 

Company  C,  Sutton  Light  Infantry  of  Marblehead — Captain,  Knott 
V.  Martin:  first  lieutenant,  Lorenzo  F.  Linnell;  second  lieutenant, 
John  II.  Haskell. 

Company  D,  Lynn — Captain,  George  T.  Newhall;  first  lieutenant. 
Thomas  if.  Berry;  second  lieutenant,  Elbridgo  Z.  Saunderson;  third 
lieutenant,  Charles  M.  Merritt. 

Company  E,  Beverly — Captain,  Francis  E.  Porter;  first  lieutenant, 
John  W.  Raymond;  second  lieutenant,  Eleazer  Giles;  third  lieuten- 
ant, Albert  Wallis;  fourth  lieutenant,  Moses  S.  Herrick. 

Company  F,  City  Guards  of  Lynn — Captain,  James  Hudson,  Jr.; 
first  lieutenant,  Edward  A.  Chandler;  second  lieutenant,  Henry 
Stone;  third  lieutenant,  Matthias  N.  Snow. 

Company  G,  American  Guard  of  Gloucester — Captain,  Addison 
Center;  first  lieutenant,  David  W  Low;  second  lieutenant,  Edward 
A.  Story;  third  lieutenant,  Harry  Clark. 

Company  H,  Glover  Light  Guard  of  Marblehead  —  Captain,  Fran- 
cis Boardman ;  first  lieutenant,  Thomas  Russell ;  third  lieutenant, 
Nicholas  Bowden;  fourth  lieutenant,  Joseph  S.  Caswell. 

Company  J,  Salem — Captain,  Arthur  F.  Devereux;  first  lieutenant, 
George  F.  Austin;  second  licuteuant,  Ethan  A.  P.  Brewster;  third 
lieutenant,  George  D.  Putnam. 

Company  K,  Allen  Guard  of  Pittsfield — Captain,  Henry  S.  Briggs; 
first  lieutenant,  Henry  H.  Richardson  ;  second  lieutenant,  Robert 
Bache. 

The  regiment  marched  to  the  State  House  on  the  18th  and  re- 
ceived its  colors,  being  addressed  by  Governor  Andrew  and  by  Gen- 
eral Butler,  who  as  the  commander  of  the  Massachusetts  brigade 
was  to  accompany  it  to  the  front.  Taking  cars  that  afternoon  and 
going  by  way  of  Worcester  and  Springfield,  the  Eighth  reached 
New  York  the  following  morning,  where  it  was  enthusiastically 
greeted.  On  reaching  Philadelphia  that  evening  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  the  Sixth  in  Baltimore  was  received.  After  consultation, 
among  others  with  Samuel  M.  Felton,  president  of  the  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore  railroad,  who  was  a  Massachusetts  man,  General 
Butler  decided  upon  the  route  by  way  of  Perry ville  and  Annapolis. 
Mr.  Felton  and  his  associate  oluecrs  made  all  the  preparations  pos- 
sible under  the  circumstances,  coaling  the  ferry-boat  Maryland  at 
Annapolis  and  making  her  ready  for  the  transportation  of  the 
regiment. 
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General  Butler  started  with  the  Eighth  at  3  o'clock  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  20th,  and  three  hours  later  reached  Perryville,  going  at 
once  aboard  the  Maryland.  Annapolis  was  reached  next  morning, 
the  ferry-boat  with  its  valiant  freight  anchoring  near  the  United 
States  frigate  Constitution,  then  in  use  as  the  school  ship  for 
the  Naval  Academy  at  that  place.  Two  companies  of  the  Eighth 
were  placed  on  board  the  frigate  to  aid  in  her  defense  if  an 
attempt  should  be  made  to  capture  her,  and  as  soon  as  she  could 
be  floated  she  sailed  for  a  more  secure  anchorage  at  New  York. 
Company  K  was  sent  to  Fort  McHenry,  near  Baltimore,  where 
it  served  for  some  weeks.  The  remainder  of  the  regiment  were 
kept  on  board  the  ferry-boat  for  two  days  without  water  and 
with  only  the  most  miserable  food,  but  were  finally  landed  and  at 
once  set  about  the  repair  of  the  railroad  from  Annapolis  to  the 
Junction,  which  had  been  destroyed.  After  the  mechanics  of 
the  regiment  had  repaired  the  road-bed,  cars  and  engines,  the 
Eighth,  accompanied  by  the  Seventh  New  York,  marched  on  the 
24th  to  the  Junction,  22  miles,  and  two  days  later  reached  Wash- 
ington, General  Butler  remaining  at  Annapolis  in  command  of 
that  then  important  post. 

The  men  of  the  Eighth  having  worn  out  their  uniforms  in  the  re- 
pair of  the  railroad  and  their  other  duties,  were  supplied  with  others 
by  command  of  the  President,  and  on  the  30th,  with  the  exception 
of  Lieutenant  Herrick,  who  had  been  accidently  wounded,  were 
mustered  into  the  national  service.  Remaining  at  Washington  till 
the  15th  of  May,  the  regiment  was  then  ordered  to  Relay  House,  a 
few  miles  from  Baltimore,  to  guard  the  railroad,  when  Colonel 
Munroe,  who  was  60  years  of  age,  resigned  on  account  of  sickness, 
being  succeeded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Edward  W.  Hincks;  Major 
Elwcll  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel  and  Ben:  Perley  Poore 
of  Newburyport  was  made  major.  The  command  remained  at 
Relay  House  till  the  last  of  July,  receiving  in  the  mean  time  a 
new  flag,  made  by  the  ladies  of  Lynn.  On  the  29th  orders  were 
issued  to  report  at  Boston,  where  the  regiment  was  mustered  out 
on  the  1st  of  August,  having  received  the  thanks  of  the  national 
House  of  Representatives  "  for  the  energy  and  patriotism  displayed 
by  them  in  surmounting  obstacles  upon  sea  and  land,  which  traitors 
had  interposed  to  impede  their  progress  to  the  defense  of  the  na- 
tional capital." 
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THE  NINE-MONTHS'  TERM. 

Under  the  call  of  August  4, 1862,  for  19,090  men  from  Massa- 
chusetts for  nine  months'  service,  the  Eighth,  as  well  as  the  other 
militia  regiments  of  the  state,  volunteered  to  save  the  Common- 
wealth from  the  necessity  of  a  draft.  It  reported  to  Camp  Lander 
in  Wenham  to  be  recruited  to  the  maximum,  and  as  the  companies 
filled  they  were  mustered — A,  G  and  I  on  the  15th  of  September, 
D,  E  and  F  on  the  19th,  three  more  on  the  1st  of  October,  but  H, 
made  up  from  Springfield  and  Boston,  was  not  completed  till  the 
30th  of  the  latter  month.  Orders  to  report  to  Genoral  Foster  in 
North  Carolina  were  received  on  the  7th  of  November,  on  which 
day  most  of  the  field  and  staff  officers  were  mustered.  Some 
names  of  those  who  had  gone  out  a  year  before  re-appeared  in  the 
roster,  though  many  changes  had  occurred.   The  new  list  follows : — 

Colonel,  Frederick  J.  Coffin  of  Newburyport ;  lieutenant  colonel, 
James  Hudson,  Jr., of  Lynn;  major,  Israel  W.  Wallis;  surgeon, Charles 
Haddock,  both  of  Beverly  :  assistant  surgeon,  John  L.  Robinson  of 
Wenham  ;  chaplain,  John  C.  Kimball  of  Beverly;  adjutant,  Benjamin 
F.  Peach,  Jr.,  of  Marblehead  ;  quartermaster,  Ephraim  A.  Ingalls; 
sergeant  major,  William  A.  Frazer,  both  of  Lynn  ;  quartermaster  ser- 
geant, Joseph  A.  Ingalls  of  Swampscott  ;  commissary  sergeant,  John 
B.  Seward  of  Newburyport ;  hospital  steward,  Horace  R.  Lovett  of 
Beverly. 

Company  A,  Newburyport — Captain,  Stephen  D.  Gardiner ;  first 
lieutenant,  Joseph  L.  Johnson ;  secoud  lieutenant.  Charles  P.  Cutter. 

Company  B,  Marblehead — Captain,  Richard  Phillips;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Benjamin  L.  Mitchell;  second  lieutenant.  Stuart  F.  McClearn. 

Company  C,  Marblehead — Captain,  Samuel  C.  Graves  ;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Lorenzo  F.  Linnell  ;  second  lieutenant,  Samuel  Roads. 

Company  D,  Lynn— Captain  and  first  lieutenant  same  as  1861  ; 
second  lieutenant,  William  H.  Merritt. 

Company  E,  Beverly — Captain  and  second  lieutenant  same  as  18G1; 
first  lieutenant,  Hugh  J.  Munscv. 

Company  F,  Lynn — Captain,  Henry  Stone;  first  lieutenant,  Matthias 
N.  Snow;  second  lieutenant,  George  Watts. 

Company  G,  Gloucester — Captain,  David  W.  Low;  first  lieutenant, 
Edward  L.  Rowe;  second  lieutenant,  Samuel  Fears. 

Company  H— Captain,  George  R.  Davis ;  first  lier.tenaut,  William 
J.  Landen,  both  of  Springfield ;  second  lieutenant,  Christopher  J. 
Plaisted  of  Boston. 

Company  I,  Lynn  —  Captain,  Thomas  Hebcrt ;  first  lieutenant, 
Charles  B.  Saunderson;  second  lieutenant,  Jeremiah  C.  Bacheller. 

Company  K,  Dan  vers — Captain,  Albert  G.  Allen;  first  lieutenant. 
Edwin  Bailey;  second  lieutenant,  Benjamin  E.  Newhall. 
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Preparations  for  departure  were  completed  and  the  command  left 
camp  on  the  25th  of  November,  going  to  Boston  where  it  embarked 
on  the  steamer  Mississippi  and  sailed  that  evening  for  its  destina- 
tion. Morehead  City  was  reached  on  the  30th,  the  regiment  de- 
barked and  proceeded  by  rail  to  Newbcrn,  arriving  there  late  in  the 
evening  and  being  assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade  of  General  Fos- 
•  ters  Division,  the  other  regiments  of  which  were  the  Twenty-fourth 
and  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts,  Fifth  Rhode  Island  and  Tenth 
Connecticut.  The  brigade  was  commanded  by  Colonel  T.  O.  Steven- 
son of  the  Twenty-fourth.  The  Eighth  camped  on  the  Fair  Grounds, 
in  tents  vacated  by  the  Tenth,  where  they  remained  for  two  months. 
Early  in  December  Companies  A  and  E  were  detached  from  the 
regiment  for  duty  at  Roanoke  Island,  Captain  Porter  having  com- 
mand of  the  post,  and  only  rejoined  the  main  body  in  time  to  return 
to  Massachusetts  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service. 

The  regiment  was  detached  from  the  brigade  on  the  9th  of  De- 
cember for  garrison  duty  in  the  defenses  of  Ncwbern,  the  other 
troops  of  the  command  being  about  to  take  part  in  the  expedition 
against  Goldsboro,  in  support  of  the  operations  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  at  Fredericksburg.  This  position  was  held  till  the  28th, 
when  the  regiment  was  attached  to  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Divis- 
ion, under  General  Hccknian,  then  preparing  for  an  expedition  to 
South  Carolina.  Much  to  the  mortification  of  all  concerned,  it  was 
found  that  the  Eighth,  like  the  Third  Massachusetts,  were  armed 
with  a  weapon  so  unreliable  (the  Austrian  rifle)  as  to  be  condemned 
by  the  inspecting  officer.  The  regiment  was  therefore,  with  the 
Third  Massachusetts,  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirtv-second  and  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty -eighth  New  York,  formed  into  a  brigade  under 
command  of  Colonel  James  Jourdan  of  the  latter  regiment,  remaining 
at  Newbernand  being  known  as  the  Second  Brigade,  Fifth  Division. 
The  camp  was  soon  after  changed  to  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Totten, 
two  companies  being  assigned  to  duty  in  the  fort. 

Companies  B  and  F  were  detailed  on  the  7th  of  February,  1863* 
to  reinforce  the  two  companies  at  Roanoke  Island.  The  latter  had 
on  the  1st  set  out  by  steamer  up  Carrituck  Sound  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  Confederate  salt  works  and  operating  against  guerril- 
las in  the  vicinity,  but  getting  ice-bound  were  compelled  to  remain 
five  days  with  but  one  day's  rations,  but  accomplished  their  object 
and  returned  to  the  Island  on  the  Gth  with  a  loss  of  only  two 
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wounded.  In  a  few  days  Company  B  was  sent  to  reinforce  the  gar- 
rison at  Elizabeth  City,  having  subsequently  numerous  skirmishes 
with  guerrilla  bands,  but  losing  only  one  man  wounded. 

The  four  companies  at  Newbern  took  part  on  the  16th  of  March 
in  an  expedition  toward  Trenton,  returning  the  next  day,  and  on 
the  20th  Colonel  Coffin  took  command  of  the  brigade.  On  the  8th 
of  April  the  regiment  took  part  in  General  Spinola's  attempt  to  re- 
inforce General  Foster  at  Washington,  N.  C,  getting  as  far  as 
Blount's  creek  and  finding  the  enemy  strongly  posted.  In  the  skir- 
mishing the  Eighth  lost  one  man  wounded,  after  which  the  expedi- 
tion returned  to  camp,  arriving  at  Newbern  on  the  12th.  Company 
B  rejoined  the  regiment  on  the  16th,  Elizabeth  City  having  been 
abandoned  by  the  Union  forces,  and  on  the  same  day  the  command 
formed  part  of  a  reconnoitering  force  under  General  Prince,  being 
absent  from  camp  six  days,  feeling  the  enemy's  outposts  and  captur- 
ing a  number  of  prisoners. 

Thenceforth  the  work  of  the  regiment  was  of  a  routine  character. 
On  the  18th  of  May  it  changed  its  camp  a  short  distance,  naming 
the  new  location  Camp  Coffin  in  honor  of  its  colonel,  but  a  week 
later  was  ordered  to  Fort  Thompson,  five  miles  distant  on  the  Neuse 
river, — a  dismantled  work  which  it  was  intended  to  reconstruct,  but 
that  purpose  was  abandoned  and  on  the  12th  of  June  the  regiment 
returned  to  Newbern  and  passed  the  remainder  ot  its  time  at  Camp 
Jourdan.  On  the  24th  the  two  companies  at  Fort  Totten  were  re- 
lieved and  reported  to  Colonel  Coffin,  the  regiment  on  the  same  day 
embarking  on  the  transports  Highlander  and  Alliance,  by  which 
Fortress  Monroe  was  reached  three  days  later.  On  the  28th  the 
command  was  ordered  to  Boston  for  muster-out,  but  before  prepara- 
tions for  departure  could  be  completed  the  operations  of  General 
Lee's  army  threatening  Baltimore  caused  the  diversion  of  the  regi- 
ment to  that  city. 

Reaching  there  on  the  1st  of  July,  and  reporting  to  General 
Schenck,  commanding  the  Middle  Department,  the  Eighth  were  as- 
signed to  the  Second  Provisional  Brigade,  commanded  by  General 
E.  B.  Tyler,  taking  up  their  quarters  at  Fort  Bradford  near  the  out- 
skirts of  the  city.  On  the  6th  the  regiment  was  transferred  to  the 
brigade  of  General  H.  S.  Briggs,  and  next  day  took  cars  to  Sandy 
Hook,  Md.,  whence  it  made  a  night  march  in  a  storm  to  Maryland 
Hights.    Shortly  before  daylight  the  Eighth  took  possession  of  Fort 
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Duncan  and  hoisted  the  Flag  of  the  Union,  remaining  there  till  the 
12th,  during  which  time  the  three  companies  from  Roanoke  Island 
rejoined  the  main  body.  That  night  the  brigade  marched  to  join 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  then  confronting  the  Confederates  in 
front  of  Williamsport,  making  25  miles  in  10  hours,  and  on  reach- 
ing Funkstown  was  assigned  to  the  Second  Division,  First  Corps. 
For  two  weeks  the  reiriment  marched  with  the  Union  army  in  the 
southward  progress  of  the  strategic  struggle  which  ensued,  reaching 
the  Rappahannock  river,  where  General  Meade  was  directed  to  take 
up  a  strong  position.  During  this  campaigning  the  Eiglth,  though 
not  engaged  in  battle,  suffered  much  from  the  heat,  the  shortness 
of  rations  and  their  insufficient  equipment  for  the  service. 

The  orders  to  return  to  Massachusetts  for  muster-out  were  re- 
peated on  the  26 tli,  and  the  regiment  at  once  set  out  for  home, 
reaching  Boston  on  the  29th,  and  was  mustered  out  August  7. 

THE  ONE  HUNDRED  DAYS*  TERM. 

One  year  later  the  Eighth  Regiment  was  again  called  upon  to 
serve  the  national  government,  this  time  for  100  days ;  the  com- 
panies were  promptly  filled  and  mustered  at  different  dates  from  the 
13th  to  the  21st  of  July,  1864,  the  field  officers  not  being  mustered 
till  the  26th.  Some  of  the  nine-months'  companies  did  not  appear 
in  the  regiment  as  then  organized,  their  places  being  filled  by  others 
from  Hampden  and  Berkshire  counties.    The  roster  of  officers : — 

Colonel,  Benjamin  F.  Peach,  Jr.,  of  Marblehead;  lieutenant  colonel, 
Christopher  T.  Hanley  of  Boston;  major,  David  W.  Low  of  Glouces- 
ter; surgeon,  John  L.  Robinson  of  Wenham;  assistant  surgeon, 
Ebenezer  Hunt  of  Dan  vers ;  chaplain,  John  S.  Sewell  of  Wenham; 
adjutant,  Abmra  H.  Berry  of  Lynn  ;  quartermaster,  Joseph  A.  Ingalls 
of  Swampscott;  sergeant  major,  William  N.  Tyler  of  Melrose;  quarter- 
master sergeant,  William  F.  Sinclair  of  Marblehead;  commissary  ser- 
geant, Francis  Locke,  Jr.,  of  Gloucester:  hospital  steward,  Eleazer 
R.  Burbank  of  Lowell ;  principal  musician,  John  U.  Knight  of 
Marblehead. 

Company  A,  Springfield— Captain,  Lewis  A.  Tifft ;  first  lieutenant, 
Gideon  Wells  ;  second  lieutenant,  Chaunccy  Hickox. 

Company  B,  Adams — Captain,  Henry  M.  Lyons;  first  lieutenant, 
Eugene  B.  Richardson;  second  lieutenant,  Frederick  W.  Champney. 

Company  C,  Marblehead — Captain  and  second  lieutenant  same  as 
1862;  first  lieutenant,  William  Goodwin,  3d. 

Company  D,  Lynn— Captain,  William  H.  Merritt ;  first  lieutenant, 
George  E.  Palmer;  second  lieutenant,  William  H.  Keene. 
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Company  E,  South  Reading — Captain,  Samuel  F.  Littlefield ;  first 
lieutenant,  Jason  H.  Knight;  second  lieutenant,  James  A.  Burditt. 

Company  F,  Lynn — Captain  and  first  lieutenant  same  as  1862 ; 
second  lieutenant,  Josiah  F.  Kimball. 

Company  G,  Gloucester — Captain, Edward  L.  Rowe;  first  lieutenant, 
George  L.  Fears;  second  lieutenant,  Isaac  N.  Story. 

Company  H,  Springfield — Captain,  William  J.  Landen;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Charles  L.  Wood;  second  lieutenant,  John  Thayer. 

Company  I,  Boston— Captain,  Henry  S.  Shelton;  first  lieutenant, 
Thomas  J.  Hanley;  second  lieutenant,  Andrew  C.  McKenna. 

Company  K,  Pittsfield— Captain,  Lafayette  Butler;  first  lieutenant. 
William  D.  Reed,  second  lieutenant,  James  Kittle. 

At  1  o'clock  of  the  day  that  the  organization  of  the  regiment 
was  completed  it  was  ordered  to  leave  Camp  Meigs  at  Readville, 
where  it  had  rendezvoused,  and  at  once  proceeded  Washington  ward. 
It  went  no  further  than  Baltimore,  however,  where  it  reported  to 
General  Lew  Wallace,  in  command  of  the  Middle  "Department,  and 
was  assigned  by  him  to  the  Third  Separate  Brigade,  Eighth  Corps, 
General  II.  H.  Lockwood  commanding.  The  Eighth  went  into  camp 
temporarily  at  Mankin's  Woods,  and  on  the  31st  of  July  were  with 
the  other  troops  in  the  vicinity  reviewed  by  General  Wallace.  On 
the  12th  of  August  Company  B  was  detailed  for  duty  at  the  hospitals 
and  Companies  A  and  K  for  provost  guard  duty  in  Baltimore ; 
while  on  the  following  day  Companies  D,  E,  G  and  H  under  Major 
Low  reported  for  duty  at  Camp  Bradford,  near  Baltimore,  the  draft 
rendezvous  for  Maryland  and  Delaware, — these  details  being  to  re- 
lieve troops  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-ninth  Ohio.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Hanley  was  detailed  upon  a  military  commission. 

Three  days  later  the  rest  of  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  guard 
the  line  of  the  Northern  Central  railroad,  relieving  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Ninety -third  Pennsylvania.  Hcad-quartcYs  were  estab- 
lished at  Cockcvsville,  some  15  miles  north  of  Baltimore,  where 
Company  C  remained,  while  F  and  I  were  sent  to  stations  five  and 
ten  miles  further  north.  This  arrangement  continued  till  the  25th 
of  September,  when  the  companies  on  the  railroad  were  ordered  to> 
Camp  Bradford  and  Colonel  Peach  took  command  of  the  draft 
rendezvous.  This  position  he  held  till  the  28th  of  October,  when 
the  Baltimore  companies  rejoined  the  regiment  in  preparation  for 
the  return  to  Massachusetts  which  was  made  soon  after,  and  on  the 
10th  of  November  the  Eighth  Regiment  was  for  the  third  time 
mustered  out  of  the  United  States  service. 
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THE  Ninth  Regiment  was  among  the  first  formed  for  three 
years'  service  and  was  composed  exclusively  of  men  of  Irish 
birth.  It  gathered  at  Camp  Wightman  on  Long  Island  in 
Boston  Harbor,  early  in  May,  18G1,  and  on  the  11th  of  June  most 
of  the  officers  and  men  wore  mustered  into  the  government  service 
though  recruits  were  added  subsequently  up  to  the  time  of  depart- 
ure for  the  front.    The  original  roster  follows  :-  - 

Colonel,  Thomas  Cass ;  lieutenant  colonel,  Cromwell  G.  Rowel  b  both 
of  Boston  ;  major,  Hubert  Peard  of  Milford  ;  surgeon,  Peter  Pineo 
of  Boston;  assistant  surgeons,  Patrick  A.  O'Connell  of  Boston  and 
Stephen  W.  Drew  of  Woburn;  chaplain,  Thomas  Scully;  adjutant, 
George  W.  Perkins  ;  quartermaster,  John  Moran ;  sergeant  major, 
William  Strachan  ;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Thomas  Mooney,  all  of 
Boston;  commissary  sergeant,  Patrick  W.  Black  of  Portland,  Me.; 
hospital  steward,  Reed  B.  Granger ;  leader  of  band,  Michael  O'Con- 
nor, both  of  Boston. 

Company  A,  Columbian  Volunteers  of  Boston — Captain,  James  E. 
Gallagher  ;  first  lieutenant,  Michael  Scanlan ;  second  lieutenant, 
Michael  F.  O'Hara. 

Company  B,  Otis  Guard  of  Boston — Captain,  Christopher  Plunkett; 
first  lieutenant,  Patrick  T.  Ilanley;  second  lieutenant,  Patrick  Walsh. 

Company  C,  Douglas  Guard  of  Boston — Captain,  William  Madigan;  • 
first  lieutenant,  John  W.  Mahan  ;  second  lieutenant,  Edward  Mc- 
Sweeney. 

Company  D,  Meagher  Guard — Captain,  Patrick  R.  Guiney  ;  first 
lieutenant,  William  \V.  Doherty,  both  of  Roxbury;  second  lieutenant, 
John  II.  Rafferty  of  Somerville. 

Company  E,  Cass  Light  Guard  of  Boston-^Captain,  John  R.  Teagne: 
first  lieutenant,  Michael  H.  McNamara;  second  lieutenant,  Timothy 
F.  Lee. 

Company  F,  Fitzgerald  Guards  of  Salem — Captain,  Edward  Fitz- 

ferald  ;  first  lieutenant,  Timothy  O'Leary;  second  lieutenant,  Philip 
I.  Redmond. 

Company  G,  Wolfe  Tone  Guards— Captain,  John  Carey  of  Marlboro; 
first  lieutenant,  John  M.  Tobin  :  second  lieutenant,  Archibald  Simp- 
son, both  of  Boston. 
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Company  H,  Davis  Guards  of  Milford — Captain,  Jeremiah  O'Neil ; 
first  lieutenant,  Thomas  K.  Roach;  second  lieutenant,  Timothy  Burke. 

Company  I,  McClellan  Rifles  of  Boston — Captain,  James  E.  Mc- 
Cafferty;  first  lieutenant,  John  H.  Walsh  ;  second  lieutenant,  Richard 
P.  Nugent. 

Company  K,  Stonghton  Irish  Guards — Captain,  George  W.  Dutton, 
first  lieutenant,  James  F.  McGunagle,  both  of  Stoughton  ;  second 
lieutenant,  John  C.  Willey  of  East  Cambridge. 

It  was  at  first  intended  to  designate  this  regiment  as  the  Thir- 
teenth, but  the  method  of  numbering  being  changed  it  became  the 
Ninth.  On  the  24th  of  June  it  was  transported  to  Boston,  where 
it  was  received  by  an  enthusiastic  procession  of  the  Irish  citizens 
and  marched  to  the  State  House,  where  it  was  reviewed  by  Gover- 
nor Andrew  and  his  staff,  the  governor  presenting  the  state  colors, 
after  which  a  deputation  representing  the  Irish  citizens  of  Boston 
presented  the  national  colors  and  a  beautiful  Irish  flag.  The  follow 
ing  day  the  regiment,  having  been  recruited  to  the  maximum,  was 
ordered  to  Washington,  sailed  on  the  Ben  De  Ford,  and  arrived  there 
on  the  29th,  going  into  camp  on  E wart's  Farm,  about  a  mile  from 
the  city.  Here  the  regiment  was  quartered  till  after  the  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  when  in  anticipation  of  a  Confederate  attack  on  Wash- 
ington it  was  marched  across  the  Potomac  and  took  a  position  on 
Arlington  Hights  where  it  immediately  set  about  the  construction 
of  a  fortification  known  as  Fort  Cass,  in  honor  of  the  colonel.  In 
this  position  the  Ninth  remained,  enjoying  marked  good  health,  till 
the  following  spring,  during  which  time,  as  they  were  armed  with 
the  Springfield  smooth-bore  musket,  they  were  drilled  with  especial 
reference  to  double-quick  and  other  rapid  movements  with  a  view 
to  fighting  at  close  quarters. 

In  the  organization  by  brigades  made  by  General  McClellan 
August  4,  the  Ninth  were  made  a  part  of  General  W.  T.  Sherman's 
brigade,  the  other  members  of  the  command  being  the  Fourteenth 
Massachusetts,  Forty-first  (DeKalb)  New  York  and  Fourth  Michi- 
gan Regiments,  with  a  battery  of  artillery  and  a  company  of  cav- 
alry, both  from  the  United  States  Army.  This  arrangement  was 
only  temporary,  however,  for  on  the  loth  of  October  the  Ninth  be- 
came part  of  Morcll's  Brigade,  Porter's  Division,  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  being  the  Fourth  New  York, 
Thirty -third  Pennsylvania  and  Fourth  Michigan.  Generals  Martin- 
dale  and  Butterfield  commanded  the  other  brigades  of  the  division, 
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and  the  cavalry  and  artillery  were  attached  to  the  division  and  not 
to  the  brigades.  A  few  men  were  wounded  on  picket  during  the 
fall  and  winter,  and  numerous  changes  occurred  in  the  roster  of 
officers.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rowell  resigned  October  23,  Major 
Peard  being  promoted  to  fill  the  vacancy  and  Captain  Guiney  becom- 
ing major.  The  latter  was  in  turn  promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel 
on  the  death  from  disease  of  Peard,  which  occurred  January  27 
following,  and  Captain  Hanley  was  advanced  to  the  majority. 

In  the  organization  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  for  the  Penin- 
sular campaign  of  1862  the  Ninth  Regiment  formed  a  part  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Third  Corps.  General  Morcll  com- 
manded the  brigade,  General  Fitz-John  Porter  the  division  and 
General  Heintzelman  the  corps,  the  regiments  associated  with  the 
Ninth  in  the  brigade  being  the  Fourteenth  New  York,  Sixty- 
second  Pennsylvania  and  Fourth  Michigan.  Late  in  March,  1862, 
the  regiment  with  its  division  was  transported  to  Fortress  Monroe, 
and  encamped  near  the  village  of  Hampton,  taking  part  soon  after 
in  a  reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of  Yorktown.  It  shared  in  the 
operations  against  the  latter  place  which  began  on  the  4th  of  April, 
though  its  part  in  the  siege  was  not  an  active  one.  After  the  evacu- 
ation of  that  stronghold  General  Porter's  division  was  taken  up  the 
York  river  to  West  Point.  Landing  there  on  the  6th  of  May,  it 
marched  across  country  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Chickahominy 
river  where  it  went  into  camp  near  Gaines  Mills.  During  this  time 
the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  commanded  by  General  Porter,  was  organ- 
ized, of  which  General  Morell's  brigade  became  a  part ;  it  still  re- 
mained the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  but  General  Morell  took 
command  of  the  division  and  the  brigade  was  for  a  short  time  under 
the  command  of  General  Butterfield,  by  whom  it  was  taken  into  the 
action  at  Hanover  Court  House,  on  the  27th  of  May. 

During  the  latter  part  of  this  engagement  the  Ninth  Massachu- 
setts made  a  heroic  charge  over  very  difficult  ground,  pursuing  the 
retreating  enemy  for  a  long  distance;  although  under  heavy  fire  for 
a  portion  of  the  time  the  loss  of  the  command  was  light,  being  but 
one  killed,  11  wounded,  and  one  missing.  The  regiment  then  re- 
turned to  its  camp,  where  it  remained  until  the  26th  of  June,  when 
with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  now  commanded  by  General  Charles 
Griffin,  it  moved  to  Mechanicsville  and  was  slightly  engaged  in  the 
action  there.    It  returned  to  its  camp  at  Gaines  Mills  in  time  for 
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the  severe  battle  of  the  following  day.  It  was  at  first  posted  on  the 
creek  near  the  mill,  under  especial  orders  to  hold  the  enemy  in 
check  and  prevent  their  crossing  at  that  point.  This  was  done,  but 
a  crossing  being  effected  higher  up  stream  the  position  was  flanked 
and  the  regiment  was  compelled  to  fall  back.  Again  it  made  a 
heroic  stand  and  although  forced  back  somewhat  fought  valiantly 
until  relieved  by  other  troops.  The  stubborn  nature  of  its  resist- 
ance is  sufficiently  attested  by  its  losses,  which  during  the  series  of 
engagements  reached  29  killed,  152  wounded  and  16  missing. 
Among  the  killed  were  Captains  Madigan,  Carey,  O'Neil  and  Mc- 
Cafferty,  First  Lieutenant  Richard  B.  Nugent,  and  Second  Lieuten- 
ant Francis  O'Dowd  of  Boston — while,  saddest  loss  of  all  for  the 
regiment,  its  gallant  commander,  Colonel  Cass,  received  wounds 
from  which  he  died  on  the  12th  of  July. 

The  command  crossed  the  Chickahominy  during  the  night  follow- 
ing, and  next  day  with  the  rest  of  the  army  began  the  movement 
toward  the  James  river.  It  was  not  again  in  action  until  the  final 
battle  of  the  campaign,  at  Malvern  Hill  on  the  1st  of  July.  At 
that  time  its  division  sustained  and  repulsed  some  of  the  most  de- 
termined attacks  by  the  Confederates,  the  front  of  the  division  being 
heavily  covered  by  artillery,  with  the  Ninth  Regiment  in  support  of 
Captain  Edwards's  battery  of  regulars.  At  the  critical  point  of  the 
conflict,  when  the  guns  were  in  danger  of  capture,  the  regiment  ad- 
vanced and  engaged  the  enemy,  holding  them  in  check  and  finally 
repulsing  their  attack  after  the  endangered  guns  had  been  with- 
drawn. Again  the  loss  of  the  Ninth  was  severe,  11  being  killed, 
147  wounded  and  22  missing.  Among  the  slain  were  First  Lieu- 
tenants Edward  McSweeney  and  John  II.  Raffcrty.  During  the 
night  the  entire  army  was  withdrawn  to  Harrison's  Landing,  where 
it  remained  some  six  weeks.  About  this  time  Griffin's  Brigade  was 
strengthened  by  the  addition  of  the  Thirty-second  Massachusetts. 

The  experience  of  the  Ninth  during  the  remainder  of  the  year, 
while  frequently  arduous  and  trying,  was,  happily  for  the  command, 
comparatively  free  from  severe  fighting.  Beginning  on  the  14th  of 
August,  they  marched  down  the  Peninsula  to  Fortress  Monroe, 
embarked  from  Newport  News  on  the  20th,  and  landed  at  Acquia 
Creek  the  next  day.  Going  to  Fredericksburg  by  rail,  the  regiment 
halted  there  for  a  few  days,  marching  up  the  Rappahannock  to  War- 
renton  Junction,  and  thence  to  the  vicinity  of  Manassas,  where  it 
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remained  during  the  second  battle  of  Bull's  Run  ;  but  the  brigade 
was  not  actively  engaged  and  the  loss  of  the  regiment  was  but  five 
wounded.  After  the  battle  the  Ninth  took  position  near  Chain 
Bridge,  but  presently  returned  to  the  old  camp  which  they  had  left 
six  months  before  to  enter  upon  the  campaign.  The  regiment  re- 
mained there  until  the  12th  of  September,  when  it  set  out  on  the 
march  for  the  Antietam,  and  was  present  at  the  battle  a  few  days 
later,  but  was  in  reserve  throughout.  It  took  part  in  the  subse- 
quent movements  of  its  corps,  until  the  close  of  the  Fredericksburg 
campaign  under  General  Burnside  as  commander  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  In  that  battle  it  took  no  very  active  part,  having  one 
man  killed  and  27  missing.  Up  to  this  time  numerous  changes  in 
commanders  had  taken  place;  General  Butterfield  had  succeeded 
General  Porter,  in  charge  of  the  Fifth  Corps ;  General  Griffin  had 
been  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  First  Division ;  and  Colonel 
Sweitzer  of  the  Sixty-second  was  in  command  of  the  brigade ;  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Guiney  had  meantime  been  commissioned  colonel  of 
the  Ninth ;  Major  Hanley  and  Captain  Dutton  had  each  been  ad- 
vanced a  step,  to  lieutenant  colonel  and  major  respectively. 

After  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  the  regiment  returned  to  its 
camp  near  Falmouth,  where  with  the  exception  of  a  reconnaissance 
on  the  30th  of  December,  (when  it  marched  54  miles  to  Kelly's 
Ford  and  back  in  21  hours,)  it  remained  in  winter  quarters  until  the 
Chancellorsville  campaign.  Its  good  fortune,  so  far  as  engagements 
and  casualties  were  concerned,  continued  during  the  year  1803. 
At  Chancellorsville  it  was  only  engaged  in  skirmishing  and  lost  but 
nine  wounded.  After  that  battle  it  returned  again  to  the  old  camp 
where  it  remained  quietly  till  the  beginning  of  the  movement  cul- 
minating at  Gettysburg.  Upon  that  historic  field  the  regiment  was 
sent  upon  picket  at  the  extreme  Union  left  and  in  the  duties  of  that 
position  and  skirmishing  it  was  engaged  during  the  battle,  suffer- 
ing a  loss  of  but  one  killed  and  three  wounded.  During  the  rest 
of  the  year  the  regiment  shared  in  the  various  movements  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac — the  pursuit  of  Lee  to  Williamsport,  the  dis- 
appointment there  at  the  escape  of  the  Confederate  army  into  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  various  strategic  movements  back  and  forth  between 
the  Rapidan  and  the  defenses  of  Washington,  the  brilliant  engage- 
ment at  Rappahannock  Station,  and  the  Mine  Run  campaign.  All 
of  these  episodes,  however  wearisome  they  may  have  been,  so  far 


Digitized  by  Google 


1514  MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 

as  the  regiment  was  concerned  proved  bloodless,  except  at  Mine 
Run,  where  the  loss  was  but  two  wounded.  That  campaign  ended, 
the  regiment  returned  to  Bealton  and  went  into  winter  quarters. 

Two  officers  of  the  Ninth  died  from  disease  during  the  year  — 
First  Lieutenant  Mooney  on  the  17th  of  March  and  Second  Lieuten- 
ant Philip  E.  Redmond  September  17.  During  the  autumn  and 
early  winter  the  serious  losses  which  the  regiment  had  sustained 
earlier  in  its  history  were  partially  repaired  by  the  arrival  of  488 
recruits  and  conscripts,  making  the  nominal  strength  of  the  com- 
mand 769  at  the  close  of  the  year  1863. 

The  winter  round  of  duties  was  a  severe  one.  In  addition  to 
guarding  the  railroad  and  running  a  line  of  pickets  to  Freeman's 
Ford  on  the  Rappahannock,  the  regiment  had  also  to  guard  against 
the  activity  of  Mosby's  rangers,  who  kept  the  Union  outposts  con- 
tinually on  the  alert.  An  attack  was  made  by  them  on  the  brigade 
head-quarters  on  the  night  of  January  13,1864,  but  it  was  repulsed 
by  a  company  of  the  Ninth  under  command  of  Captain  O'Lcary, 
and  there  were  numerous  attacks  upon  the  railroad  and  bridges  in 
the  vicinity.  Under  these  circumstances  there  were  but  25  re- 
enlistments  in  the  regiment  during  the  winter.  The  reorganization 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  for  the  spring  campaign  brought  no 
change  to  Sweitzcr's  Brigade,  it  was  still  composed  of  the  same 
regiments,  and  the  brigade  and  division  commanders  were  the  same, 
General  Warren  being  in  command  of  the  corps. 

The  camp  at  Bealton  was  broken  on  the  30th  of  April,  the  regi- 
ment crossing  the  Rappahannock  next  day  and  halting  near  Brandy 
Station  till  the  3d  of  May,  when  the  active  movement  of  the  cam- 
paign began.  The  night  of  the  4th  brought  the  Fifth  Corps  to 
Wilderness  Tavern,  and  in  that  vicinity  breastworks  were  thrown  up 
the  following  morning  in  anticipation  of  an  attack.  It  was  not  per- 
mitted the  Ninth  Regiment,  however,  to  use  the  works  which  the 
men  had  constructed,  for  after  their  completion  the  brigade  was 
ordered  to  advance  beyond  them  and  attack  the  Confederate  position. 
This  was  bravely  done  and  a  tierce  conflict  took  place  in  a  small 
opening  in  front  of  the  enemy's  intrenchments  where  a  section  of 
artillery  formed  the  center  of  a  long  continued  struggle.  Neither 
side  succeeded  in  driving  the  other  from  the  plain  and  the  fight 
raged  back  and  forth  across  it  for  a  considerable  time  until  General 
Grillin  directed  his  troops  to  retire  to  their  works.    In  this  contest 
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the  Ninth  lost  27  killed  and  a  large  number  wounded ;  among  the 
slain  being  Captains  William  A.  Phelan  and  James  W.  MeXamara, 
First  Lieutenants  Archibald  Simpson  and  Nicholas  C.  Flaherty  and 
Second  Lieutenant  Charles  B.  McGinnisken.  Two  others  were  killed 
during  the  following  day  but  the  regiment  was  not  actively  cng?ged. 
Colonel  Guiney  was  wounded  in  the  face  on  the  5th,  and  the  com- 
mand of  the  regiment  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hanley. 

During  the  night  of  the  7th  the  brigade  marched  toward  Spott- 
sylvania  Court  House  and  next  day  in  the  action  at  Laurel  Hill  the 
regiment  had  another  baptism  of  fire,  losing  10  killed,  two  others 
being  added  to  the  fatal  list  the  following  day,  including  Second 
Lieutenant  James  O'Niel.  Again  in  the  action  of  the  12th,  the  regi- 
ment shared  in  the  futile  charge  upon  the  Confederate  position, 
leaving  12  more  of  its  bravest  dead  in  front  of  the  hostile  works. 
A  proportionate  number  were  wounded,  but  in  none  of  these  engage- 
ments is  it  possible,  owing  to  the  incomplete  reports,  to  give  the 
exact  number — suffice  it  to  say  that  during  the  campaign  the  regi- 
ment had  56  killed  and  202  were  reported  wounded,  many  of  the 
latter  fatally. 

From  this  time,  although  not  heavily  engaged,  the  Ninth  shared 
in  all  the  experiences  of  its  corps,  marching  and  skirmishing  inces- 
santly ;  now  blundering  through  the  dark  forests  at  night  in  a  futile 
effort  to  pierce  the  Confederate  right  near  the  Po  river,  moving 
thence  to  the  North  Anna,  and  later  to  Bethesda  Church,  maneuver- 
ing in  that  vicinity  while  the  deadly  operations  to  the  left  in  front 
of  Cold  Harbor  were  going  on.  During  this  time  the  loss  to  the 
regiment  was  three  killed  and  a  few  wounded. 

On  the  10th  of  June  the  original  term  of  enlistment  of  the  regi- 
ment expired,  its  recruits  and  veterans  were  transferred  to  the 
Thirty-second  Massachusetts  Regiment  of  the  same  brigade,  and  on 
the  following  day  the  Ninth  Regiment,  its  work  faithfully  and 
heroically  done,  embarked  at  White  House  Landing  on  the  Painun- 
key  river  for  Washington.  Thence  cars  were  taken  for  Boston, 
where  the  regiment  arrived  on  the  15th,  meeting  an  enthusiastic  re- 
ception, and  on  the  21st,  on  Boston  Common,  the  organization  was 
formally  mustered  out  of  service.  In  the  number  of  officers  who 
gave  their  lives  for  their  country — IS  —  the  Ninth  Regiment  was 
exceeded  by  no  other  from  Massachusetts,  and  but  three  others  lost 
an  equal  number. 
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THE  Tenth  Regiment  was  raised  in  the  four  western  counties, 
under  the  permission  granted  to  Massachusetts,  May  15, 1861. 
by  Secretary  of  War  Cameron  to  raise  six  regiments  for  three 
years'  service.  Its  rendezvous  was  at  Hampden  Park,  Springfield, 
and  it  was  largely  composed  of  the  companies  of  the  Tenth  Regi- 
ment, state  militia,  reorganized  for  active  service.  The  various 
companies,  already  organized  and  proficient  in  drill,  though  not 
filled  to  the  quota  required  by  the  national  government,  gathered  at 
the  camp  on  the  14th  and  15th  of  June,  two  companies — one  from 
Coleraine  and  one  recruited  on  Hampden  Park  by  Oliver  Edwards 
of  Springfield — being  broken  up  to  fill  the  ten  selected  to  constitute 
the  regiment.  The  command  was  soon  ready  for  the  muster,  which 
was  made  June  21,  1861,  by  Captain  Marshall  of  the  United  States 
Army,  the  roster  of  officers  being  as  follows  : — 

Colonel,  Henry  S.  Briggs  of  Pittsfield;  lieutenant  colonel,  Jefford 
M.  Decker  of  Lawrence;  major,  William  R.  Marsh;  surgeon,  C.  N. 
Chamberlain,  both  of  Northampton;  assistant  surgeon,  William  Hol- 
brook  of  Palmer;  chaplain,  Frederick  A.  Barton;  adjutant,  Oliver 
Edwards,  both  of  Springfield;  quartermaster,  John  W.  Howland  of 
North  Adams ;  sergeant  major,  Edward  K.  Wilcox  of  Springfield  ; 
quartermaster  sergeant,  Elihu  B.  Whittlesey  of  Pittsfield;  hospital 
steward,  Charles  C.  Wells  of  Northampton;  leader  of  band,  William 
D.  Hodge  of  North  Adams;  principal  musician,  John  L.  Gaffney  of 
Chicopce. 

Company  A,  Great  Barrington— Captain,  Ralph  0.  Ives;  first  lieu- 
tenant, James  L.  Bacon;  second  lieutenant,  Henry  L.  Wilcox. 

Company  B,  Johnson  Grays  of  Adams — Captain,  Elisha  Smart;  first 
lieutenant,  Samuel  C.  Traver;  second  lieutenant,  Lewis  W.  Goddard. 

Company  C,  Northampton — Captain,  Joseph  li.  Parsons  ;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Jaines  H.  Wetherell;  second  lieutenant,  Flavel  Shurtleff. 

Company  D,  Pollock  Guard  of  Pittsfield — Captain,  Thomas  W. 
Clapp:  first  lieutenant,  Charles  Wheeler;  second  lieutenant,  Dwight 
Hubbard. 
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Company  B — Captain,  Fred  Barton ;  first  lieutenant,  Byron  Porter, 
both  of  Westfield;  second  lieutenant,  Wallace  A.  Putnam  of  Danvers. 

Company  F,  Springfield  City  Guard — Captain,  Hosea  C.  Lombard; 
first  lieutenant,  Hiram  A.  Keith  ;  second  lieutenant,  George  W. 
Bigelow. 

Company  G,  Greenfield  Guards — Captain,  Edwin  E.  Day;  first  lieu- 
tenant, George  Pierce;  second  lieutenant,  L.  M.  Remington. 

Company  H,  Shelburne  Falls— Captain,  Ozro  Miller;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Chandler  J.  Woodward;  second  lieutenant,  Benjamin  F.  Leland. 

Company  I — Captain,  John  H.  Clifford  of  Holyokc;  first  lieutenant, 
Joseph  K.  "Newell  of  Springfield;  second  lieutenant,  Joseph  H.  Ben- 
nett of  West  Springfield. 

Company  K,  Westfield — Captain,  Lucius  B.  Walkley;  first  lieuten- 
ant, David  M.  Chase;  second  lieutenant,  Edwin  T.  Johnson. 

The  command  was  reviewed  by  Governor  Andrew  and  staff  on 
the  10th  of  July,  and  five  days  later  was  presented  with  state  and 
national  colors  of  unusual  magnificence  by  the  ladies  of  Springfield, 
the  wife  of  General  James  Barnes  making  the  presentation.  Next 
day  the  regiment  took  cars  for  Medford,  where  in  Camp  Adams  on 
the  Mystic  river  it  found  very  agreeable  quarters,  and  perfecting 
itself  in  drill  and  discipline,  remained  till  the  25th.  On  that  day, 
after  a  farewell  address  by  ex-Governor  Briggs,  father  of  Colonel 
Briggs,  cars  were  taken  to  Boston,  and  a  few  hours  later  the  Tenth, 
occupying  the  steamers  S.  R.  Spaulding  and  Ben  De  Ford;  set  sail 
for  Washington. 

The  national  capital  was  reached  on  the  28th,  and  the  debarkation 
took  place  at  the  navv-vard,  where  the  men  remained  till  the  follow- 
ing  day,  when  they  marched  to  a  temporary  camp  near  Meridian 
Hill,  which  they  occupied  till  the  b'th  of  August.  On  that  day, 
marching  out  some  four  miles  from  the  city  on  the  Seventh  Street 
road,  they  joined  General  Darius  N.  Couch's  Brigade  of  Buell's 
Division  composed  of  the  Seventh  Massachusetts,  Second  Rhode 
Island  and  Thirty-sixth  New  York  Regiments.  In  a  day  or  two 
the  camp  was  moved  to  a  more  favorable  location  near  the  residence 
of  Francis  P.  Blair,  being  known  as  Brightwood. 

During  the  few  weeks  following  Fort  Massachusetts — afterward 
Fort  Stevens  —  was  built  by  details  from  the  brigade  and  this 
work,  with  the  usual  drill,  reviews  and  camp  movements,  consti- 
tuted the  active  service  of  the  regiment  during  the  autumn.  The 
winter  was  passed  at  Brightwood,  the  command  suffering  somewhat 
from  fevers  ;  and  though  orders  were*  frequently  issued,  no  move- 
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ment  of  consequence  was  made  till  the  10th  of  March,  1862,  when 
the  division,  then  commanded  by  General  Keycs,  marched  to  Pros- 
pect Hill  in  Virginia,  12  miles  away,  at  the  intersection  of  the  Lees- 
burg  and  Manassas  roads.  The  Confederates  having  retreated,  the 
command  returned  on  the  14th  to  Chain  Bridge,  stopping  near  Fort 
Marcy  till  the  following  day  in  a  heavy  storm,  when  they  returned 
to  the  camp  at  Brightwood. 

After  one  or  two  futile  efforts,  the  brigade  marched  on  the  26th 
to  Washington  and  took  transportation  for  the  Peninsula,  the  Tenth 
being  accommodated  in  available  corners  of  three  or  four  vessels. 
The  various  sections  having  been  disembarked  at  Hampton  on  the 
29th,  the  regiment  marched  to  Newport  News  and  encamped  till 
the  4th  of  April,  when  it  joined  in  the  march  toward  Yorktown. 
The  following  day  brought  the  Tenth  to  the  vicinity  of  Warwick 
Court  House,  where  it  engaged  in  some  skirmishing  and  maneuver- 
ing, but  without  serious  engagement.  Severe  storms  made  the 
entire  region  a  quagmire,  and  many  of  the  men  were  sent  out  on 
details  to  construct  cordurov  roads  and  like  service,  while  those  re- 
maining  engaged  in  picket  and  skirmish  duty, enduring  great  hard- 
ships but  making  no  progress.  This  exhausting  routine  continued 
till  the  evacuation  of  Yorktown,  on  the  4th  of  May,  when  orders 
for  an  immediate  advance  were  received.  Colonel  Briggs,  who  had 
commanded  the  brigade  for  six  or  seven  weeks,  was  now  relieved 
by  the  assignment  of  General  Devens  to  the  brigade,  and  returned 
to  lead  his  regiment.  The  Tenth,  while  not  actively  engaged  at  the 
battle  of  Williamsburg,  on  the  5th,  were  in  support,  first  of  Hooker 
and  afterward  of  Hancock,  marching  on  the  morning  of  the  6th 
to  Fort  Magruder,  which  was  found  to  be  deserted,  and  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  which  the  regiment  camped  till  the  9th.  During  that  day 
and  the  next  they  marched  to  Barhamsville,  where  another  halt  was 
made  till  the  13th  ;  then  10  miles  further,  to  New  Kent  Court  House, 
where  for  three  days  the  regiment  was  on  picket  duty.  Then  began 
another  scries  of  slow  advances,  which  continued  without  notable 
event  till  the  25th,  when  Seven  Pines  was  reached,  seven  and  a  half 
miles  from  Richmond.  On  the  29th  another  advance  of  a  mile  was 
made,  to  a  position  just  in  the  rear  of  Casey's  Division,  which  on 
that  part  of  the  field  formed  the  front  line  of  the  Federal^  army. 
Here,  two  days  later,  the  Tenth  had  their  first  severe  test  of  battle. 

Soon  after  noon  of  the  31st  the  attack  on  Casey's  Division  began 
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the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks.  The  Tenth  were  scarcely  under  arms 
when  the  broken  Union  battalions  began  to  drift  past  them  to  the 
rear,  and  the  regiment  was  ordered  forward  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to 
some  rifle-pits,  but  the  position  was  not  favorable,  and  after  suffer- 
ing some  loss  it  moved  still  farther  to  the  front,  taking  up  a 
position  from  which  it  was  presently  driven  hy  a  flank  movement 
of  the  enemy.  Falling  back  to  its  camp,  the  regiment  again  ad- 
vanced to  the  rifle-pits,  and  moving  further  to  the  right  engaged  the 
foe  with  great  spirit.  Here  it  suffered  severely,  Colonel  Briggs 
being  badly  wounded,  and  the  command  devolving  upon  Captain 
Miller,  the  senior  officer  present.  The  latter  handled  the  regiment 
with  great  ability  and  gallantry,  holding  the  enemy  in  check  till 
darkness  and  the  coming  of  reinforcements  saved  the  Union  line 
from  further  disruption.  The  loss  of  the  Tenth  was  heavy,  being 
27  killed  and  95  wounded,  six  fatallv.  Among  the  killed  were 
Captains  Smart  and  Day  and  Lieutenant  Leland.  General  Devens, 
commanding  the  brigade,  was  also  severely  wounded,  and  was  tem- 
porarily succeeded  by  General  I.  X.  Palmer. 

Following  the  battle  the  Tenth  remained  in  or  near  their  old 
camp  for  nearly  a  month,  Major  Marsh  resigning  meantime  and 
Captain  Miller  receiving  a  merited  promotion  to  the  vacancy.  On 
the  25th  of  June  the  division  was  massed  on  the  old  battle-field, 
while  the  skirmishers  pressed  the  enemv  in  front,  and  when  the 
position  of  the  Confederates  had  been  determined  Palmer's  Brigade 
was  ordered  forward  and  took  up  a  position  within  musket  shot, 
where  all  the  afternoon  and  the  night  following  a  sharp  fire  of  small 
arms  and  artillery  was  kept  up.  Retiring  from  their  advanced  posi- 
tion in  the  early  morning,  next  day  Baw  them  on  duty  in  the  rear 
of  Porter's  Corps,  which  was  fighting  the  battle  of  Gaines  Mills,  and 
on  the  28th  the  regiment  made  its  first  retrograde  march  in  the 
"change  of  base"  to  the  James  river.  Next  morning  it  aided  in 
repelling  a  cavalry  dash  down  the  New  Market  road ;  and  after 
waiting  till  late  in  the  afternoon  marched  all  night,  reaching 
HaxalPs  on  the  James  river  on  the  morning  of  the  30th. 

That  evening  the  regiment  moved  to  Malvern  Hill,  where  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  was  concentrated  to  meet  the  pursuing  enemy, 
and  took  a  highly  creditable  part  in  the  desperate  fighting  of  tin.' 
1st  of  July.  Twice  was  its  position  fiercely  charged  by  the  Con- 
federates, and  each  time  the  assailants  were  driven  back  with  heavy 
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loss;  on  the  first  occasion  the  Tenth  and  the  Thirtv-sixth  New 
York — all  that  were  present  of  the  brigade — making  a  gallant  coun- 
ter-charge and  establishing  their  lines  some  distance  in  advance  of 
the  former  position.  Of  the  400  taken  into  action,  10  were  killed 
and  over  70  wounded.  Major  Miller  was  shot  through  the  neck, 
and  when  the  army  retreated  that  night  to  Harrison's  Landing,  ho 
with  all  the  severely  wounded  was  left  behind  and  was  taken  by  the 
Confederates  to  Richmond,  where  he  died  a  few  davs  later.  Second 
Lieutenant  Napoleon  P.  A.  Blais  of  North  Adams  died  of  fever  at 
the  Landing  on  the  llih  of  July.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Viall  of  the 
Second  Rhode  Island  was  temporarily  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  Tenth,  being  relieved  August  24  by  Captain  J.  B.  Parsons's  pro- 
motion to  lieutenant  colonel,  vice  Decker  resigned. 

The  march  to  Yorktown  began  on  the  16th  of  August,  occupying 
five  days,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  that  "historic  town  the  regiment  as 
a  part  of  Couch's  Division  remained  some  ten  days  longer,  while 
the  remainder  of  the  army  took  transportation  back  to  Alexandria. 
At  this  time  Dexter  F.  Parker  of  Worcester  was  comraissiorted 
major  of  the  Tenth  Regiment, — an  appointment  which  was  received 
with  much  disfavor  by  the  line  officers,  and  subsequently  led  to 
serious  trouble.  Embarking  on  the  steamer  Key  West  on  the  29th, 
the  regiment  readied  Alexandria  September  1,  where  it  was  joined 
by  its  new  commander,  Colonel  Henry  L.  Eustis  of  Cambridge. 

Orders  were  received  that  afternoon  to  move  to  Fairfax  Court 
House,  to  assist  General  Pope's  retreating  army,  but  having  marched 
part  way  the  orders  were  countermanded,  and  on  the  3d  the  com- 
mand reached  Chain  Bridge,  where  it  bivouacked  for  a  day  or  two. 
The  movement  to  meet  Lee  in  Maryland  began  the  5th,  the  regi- 
ment crossing  the  bridge  in  the  afternoon  and  marching  toward 
Poolesvillc,  proceeding  by  slow  marches  till  the  14th,  when  the 
Sixth  Corps  forced  the  passage  of  Cramptorfs  Gap  at  Burkittsville, 
the  Tenth  not  being  engaged.  An  attempt  to  reach  Harper's  Ferry 
next  day  in  time  to  assist  the  imperiled  garrison  failed,  the  latter 
surrendering  before  they  could  be  reached,  and  on  the  17th  the 
Tenth,  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  which  had  remained  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Ferry,  were  ordered  to  the  battle-field  of  Antietam, 
which  they  reached  that  evening  after  the  close  of  the  lighting.  On 
the  20th  the  regiment  took  part  in  driving  a  force  of  the  enemy 
across  the  river  at  Williamsport,  and  three  days  later  went  into 
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camp  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade  near  Downsville,  where  a  season 
of  comparative  rest  was  enjoyed. 

As  a  result  of  the  assignment  of  Major  Parker  to  the  regiment, 
11  of  the  line  officers  resigned  their  commissions  on  the  27th  of 
September,  comprising  nearly  all  the  original  number  remaining  in 
service ;  they  were  placed  under  arrest,  court-martialed,  and  after 
some  delay  dismissed  the  service.  It  was  not  till  January,  however, 
that  the  vacancies  thus  caused  were  filled  by  promotions  in  the  regu- 
lar order.  Meantime  the  Tenth  had  taken  part  in  the  expedition 
to  Hancock  and  the  dreary  sojourn  at  Cherry  Run ;  returning  to 
camp  in  time  to  set  forth  upon  the  Fredericksburg  campaign,  having 
a  full  share  in  the  hardships  of  the  preliminary  marches,  and  bear- 
ing an  honorable  part  in  the  gallant  services  of  the  brigade  in  lead- 
ing the  advance  across  Franklin's  bridges  and  in  covering  the  re- 
treat of  the  left  grand  division  after  the  disheartening  termination 
of  that  contest.  They  shared  the  common  fortunes  of  the  brigade  in 
the  winter  quarters  which  followed  between  Falmouth  and  White 
Oak  Church,  the  monotonous  round  of  picket  and  cam])  duty  being 
broken  by  the  "Mud  march"  which  begnn  January  20  and  came  to 
an  inglorious  end  three  or  four  days  later. 

Colonel  Browne  of  the  Thirty-sixth  New  York  succeeded  to  the 
command  of  the  brigade  April  21,  on  the  assignment  of  General 
Devens  to  command  a  division  of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  and  on  the 
28th  the  preparations  which  had  for  some  time  been  carried  on 
reached  the  marching  point,  and  the  regiment  set  forth  to  take  its 
share  in  the  Chancellorsville  campaign.  Feints  and  maneuvering 
occupied  most  of  the  time  till  evening  of  the  2d  of  May,  when  the 
river  was  again  crossed  and  during  the  night  the  division  made  its 
way  from  Franklin's  Crossing  of  the  previous  December  to  the  city 
of  Fredericksburg,  but  was  unable  in  the  darkness  to  storm  the 
bights  in  the  rear,  which  were  strongly  held  by  the  enemy. 

When  the  arrangements  for  charging  the  bights  were  being  made 
the  next  forenoon,  the  Tenth  were  sent  to  the  right  in  co-operation 
with  Gibbon's  Division  of  the  Second  Corps,  to  divert  the  attention 
of  the  enemy,  and  suffered  considerable  loss ;  but  a  greater  service 
was  rendered  in  the  afternoon  at  Salem  Church,  when  coming  into 
action  at  an  important  crisis  they  engaged  the  enemy  at  close  quar- 
ters and  did  valiant  service  in  averting  the  threatened  disaster  to 
tbc  Union  arms.   Colonel  Browne  having  been  dangerously  wounded, 
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the  command  of  the  brigade  devolved  upon  Colonel  Eustis,  leaving 
Major  Parker  in  command  of  the  regiment  till  the  return  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Parsons  from  a  sick  leave  a  week  later.  The  loss 
of  the  regiment  during  the  day  was  10  killed  and  56  wounded. 
Holding  an  advanced  position  during  the  following  day,  a  retreat 
was  made  to  and  across  the  Rappahannock  that  night  and  three 
days  later  a  return  to  camp  near  the  scene  of  the  winter  quarters. 

"Camp  Eustis"  was  quitted  early  in  the  morning  of  June  5,  and 
the  regiment  took  an  active  part  in  the  skirmishing  and  fatigue  duty 
connected  with  the  reconnaissance  of  the  Sixth  Corps  across  the 
river,  which  continued  till  the  night  of  the  13th,  when  the  forces 
were  withdrawn  and  commenced  the  northward  march  in  search  of 
Lee's  invading  army.  Halting  on  the  18th  at  Fairfax  Court  House 
the  time  was  passed  in  that  vicinity  and  at  Centervillc  till  the  morn- 
ing of  the  26th,  when  the  wonderful  series  of  marches  which  ended 
at  Oettvsburff  in  the  afternoon  of  Julv  2  was  begun.  The  brierade 
being  in  reserve,  though  doing  much  marching  back  and  forth  along 
the  line  and  frequently  exposed  to  lire,  the  Tenth  lost  but  one  man 
killed  and  three  wounded  during  the  battle.  The  pursuit  of  Lee's 
retreating  army  brought  the  regiment  to  Funkstown  on  the  12th 
where  it  confronted  the  enemy's  outposts,  and  two  days  later  an 
advance  showed  that  Lee's  army  was  again  in  Virginia. 

In  the  strategic  campaign  which  followed  the  Tenth  bore  their 
full  share  of  marching,  maneuvering  and  routine  duty.  On  the 
25th  Warrenton  was  reached,  after  a  side  excursion  the  day  previous 
to  Manassas  Gap,  where  the  regiment  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  take 
part  in  the  little  engagement  which  called  it  from  the  direct  line  of 
march.  Near  Warrenton,  with  no  more  exciting  duty  than  guarding 
against  sudden  dashes  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  guerrillas,  the 
time  passed  till  the  1/it.h  of  September.  On  that  day  and  the  one 
ensuing  the  regiment  crossed  the  Rappahannock  and  the  Tappahan- 
noek  rivers,  going  to  Stone  House  Mountain,  where  it  remained  till 
the  1st  of  October,  when  the  division  was  distributed  along  the  rail- 
road, the  Third  Brigade  at  Rappahannock  Station,  the  First  at  Cat- 
lett's  and  the  Second  Brigade — in  which  was  the  Tenth — at  Bristoe's 
Station.  Remaining  there  till  October  13,  the  regiment  marched 
to  the  front  at  Warrenton  Junction,  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  army, 
now  falling  back  toward  Centervillc,  and  on  the  14th  Meade's  entire 
command  was  concentrated  near  the  latter  place  anticipating  battle. 
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But  the  field  of  Chantilly  was  not  to  receive  another  baptism  of 
blood  ;  Lee  retired  and  Meade  followed,  the  20th  of  October  finding 
the  regiment  again  in  camp  at  Warrenton,  when  another  period  of 
inaction  ensued.  The  Tenth  marched  on  the  morning  of  November 
7  to  Rappahannock  Station,  where  during  the  preliminary  operations 
it  was  detached  from  its  own  brigade  and  joined  to  General  Shaler's. 
While  supporting  a  battery  it  lost  two  men  mortally  wounded,  but 
was  not  actively  engaged  in  the  brilliant  capture  of  the  Confederate 
works  which  followed.  After  doing  some  outpost  and  fatigue  duty 
the  regiment  on  the  12th  marched  to  Brandy  Station  and  encamped 
till  the  preparations  were  completed  for  the  Mine  Run  expedition. 
In  the  discomforts  of  that  futile  enterprise,  lasting  from  the  26th 
of  November  to  the  3d  of  December,  it  had  a  full  share,  but  was 
not  engaged  in  such  conflict  as  took  place,  and  on  the  latter  date 
returned  to  its  former  camp  at  Brandy  Station. 

Winter  quarters  followed,  unbroken  for  some  months  by  any  event 
of  military  importance.  Toward  the  close  of  December  something 
over  100  members  of  the  regiment  re-enlisted  for  three  years'  ad- 
ditional service,  receiving  furloughs  of  35  days  and  large  bounties. 
The  winter  routine  was  broken  on  the  26th  of  February,  1864,  by 
the  march  to  Madison  Court  House  in  support  of  a  raid  made  by 
Kilpatrick's  cavalry, — a  disagreeable  journey  through  a  severe 
storm,  which  was  ended  on  the  2d  of  March  by  a  return  to  camp. 
The  reorganization  of  the  army  and  the  preparation  for  the  spring 
campaign  now  followed,  and  the  regiment  broke  camp  for  the  last 
time  soon  after  midnight  on  the  morning  of  May  4. 

The  Tenth  Regiment  was  among  the  first  of  the  Sixth  Corps  en- 
gaged in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  The  brigade  formed  the 
right  of  General  Getty's  line  on  the  Plank  road  near  the  Brock,  the 
Tenth  connecting  with  Wheaton's  Brigade  and  the  Second  Rhode 
Island  forming  the  extreme  right  of  the  Federal  front  line,  these 
two  regiments  being  supported  respectively  by  the  Seventh  and 
Thirty -seventh.  Deploying  two  of  its  companies  as  skirmishers, 
the  regiment  advanced  at  the  signal  till  the  enemy's  main  line  was 
encountered,  the  thicket  being  so  dense  that  the  movement  had  to 
be  made  by  the  right  of  companies  to  the  front.  A  terribly  sttil>- 
born  infantry  contest  at  once  ensued,  the  opposing  lines  pouring 
into  each  other  a  deadly  fire  for  a  long  time  at  short  range.  Both 
suffered  severely.    The  Rhode  Island  regiment,  being  flanked,  was 
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obliged  to  fall  back,  its  place  being  taken  by  the  Thirty-seventh,  but 
the  men  of  the  Tenth  emptied  fteir  cartridge-boxes  l>efore  giving 
place  to  the.  Seventh,  losing  two  gallant  officers  killed — First  Lieu- 
tenant William  A.  Ashley  of  West  Springfield  and  Second  Lieu- 
tenant Alfred  E.  Midglcy  of  Spencer.  The  following  day  the 
regiment  was  less  closely  engaged,  though  suffering  some  loss,  and 
that  night  set  out  for  the  right  of  the  Union  line,  where  the  other 
divisions  of  the  corps  under  General  Sedgwick  had  been  doing 
valiant  service. 

The  Tenth  were  not  further  engaged,  however,  till  the  opening 
of  the  fight  at  Spottsylvania,  on  the  8th,  when  having  taken  posi- 
tion on  the  left  of  the  Fifth  Corps  troops  confronting  the  enemy, 
they  assisted  in  repelling  several  attempts  of  the  foe  to  force  them 
back,  passing  a  night  of  incessant  alarm  and  danger.'  During  the 
following-  three  days  there  was  continued  skirmishing  and  maneu- 
vering, but  no  serious  engagement.  The  12th  of  May  witnessed  the 
terrible  struggle  at  the  "  Angle,'1 — one  of  the  most  obstinate  con- 
tests known  to  the  war, — and  in  that  engagement  the  Tenth  had 
an  important  and  honorable  share.  Shortly  after  daylight  that 
morning  the  regiment  was  advanced  to  the  works  captured  by  Gen- 
eral Hancock  shortly  before,  and  which  the  Confederates  made 
desperate  efforts  to  recapture,  and  at  once  became  engaged,  main- 
taining a  stubborn  contest  almost  without  cessation  for  nearly 
twenty-four  hours,  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  rain-storm,  expending 
some  300  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man ;  at  times  the  fight  was 
so  close  that  the  opposing  forces  occupied  the  different  sides  of  the 
same  works  and  fought  over  them  with  muskets  and  bayonets.  In 
this  action  Major  Parker  received  wounds  from  which  he  died  dur- 
ing the  day,  while  of  the  other  officers  wounded,  Captain  James  H. 
Wetherell  died  on  the  20th  of  June  and  First  Lieutenant  Alanson 
Fi.  Munyan  of  Northampton  on  the  21st  of  May. 

The  Sixth  Corps  was  moved  to  the  left  of  the  Union  line  on  the 
14th,  in  the  search  for  a  vulnerable  point  in  the  opposing  lines,  and 
on  the  17th  the  Tenth,  followed  by  the  Third  Vermont,  made  a  re- 
connaissance of  several  miles,  pushing  back  the  Confederate  cavalry 
and  finding  their  main  line  impregnably  located.  Returning  from 
this  expedition  the  regiment  marched  that  night  back  to  the  posi- 
tion near  the  Angle  from  which  next  morning  the  assault  was  to 
be  made — known  as  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  in 
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distinction  from  the  other  engagements  in  that  region.  The  brigade, 
now  commanded  by  Colonel  Edwards,  formed  the  second  line  in  the 
advance,  but  Wheaton's  Brigade  soon  moved  by  the  flank  uncover- 
ing it,  when  the  regiment  forced  its  way  through  a  terrible  fire  into 
the  enemy's  pits.  After  suffering  from  a  short  range  artillery  fire 
for  some  time  the  command  was  withdrawn,  the  Tenth  having  lost, 
besides  a  considerable  number  of  wounded  and  prisoners,  First 
Lieutenant  Edwin  R.  Bartlett  of  Springfield  killed.  The  casualties 
in  the  regiment  from  the  opening  of  the  Wilderness  campaign  up  to 
that  time  had  amounted  to  186,  of  whom  53  had  been  killed  or 
mortally  wounded. 

In  Grant's  continued  movement  by  the  left  flank,  confronting  the 
foe  at  the  North  Anna  on  the  24th  and  at  Hanover  Town  on  the 
28th,  skirmishing  at  Peake's  Station  on  the  30th,  the  Tenth  had 
known  no  rest  when  early  in  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  June  it  was 
put  in  motion  for  the  sanguinary  field  of  Cold  Harbor.  The  hot 
day  proved  very  trying  on  the  march,  but  soon  after  reaching  the 
battle-field  the  brigade,  which  protected  the  Federal  left  flank,  was 
calked  into  action  to  repel  a  flanking  movement  by  the  enemy,  and 
for  ten  days  there  was  little  cessation  from  the  continued  exposure, 
skirmishing  and  sharp-shooting  which  constantly  thinned  the  ranks 
which  had  become  so  sadly  depleted.  The  regiment  was  in  the  sup- 
porting line  on  the  3d,  when  the  futile  Union  assault  was  made,  and 
was  not  closely  engaged  during  the  entire  operations  on  that  field  ; 
but  suffered  a  loss  of  over  twenty  in  killed  and  wounded — largely 
from  the  enemy's  sharp-shooters. 

On  the  night  of  the  12th  of  June  the  Tenth  were  placed  on  the 
picket  line  covering  the  withdrawal  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
for  a  continuation  of  the  move  by  the  left  flank,  following  next 
morning  and  rejoining  the  brigade  on  the  14th.  On  the  loth  they 
assisted  in  covering  the  crossing  of  the  James  river,  marching  all 
night  of  the  16th  and  through  the  17th,  arriving  in  sight  of  Peters- 
burg, being  at  once  ordered  forward  in  support  of  the  picket  line, 
and  on  the  18th  taking  part  in  the  advance  against  the  Confed- 
erate position,  being  in  the  second  line  and  losing  seven  wounded. 

The  regiment  was  relieved  from  duty  at  the  front  on  the  evening 
of  the  19th  and  retired  to  a  position  near  corps  head-quarters,  from 
which  it  set  out  the  following  day  for  home ;  but  while  waiting  for 
the  necessary  arrangements  to  be  made  a  shell  from  the  enemy 
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killed  Sergeant  Major  Polley.  The  recruits  and  re-enlisted  men 
whose  terms  of  service  had  not  expired  were  transferred  to  a  de- 
tachment connected  with  the  Thirty-seventh  regiment, — then  the 
only  regimental  organization  left  to  the  brigade, — and  subsequently 
were  consolidated  with  that  command.  The  remainder  left  Citv 
Point  on  the  mail  boat  the  21st,  reached  Washington  next  day,  and 
arrived  at  Springfield  the  25th,  where  an  enthusiastic  reception  was 
accorded  the  veterans.  Five  of  the  companies  were  mustered  out 
of  service  on  the  1st  of  July,  and  the  remainder  on  the  6th,  closing 
a  record  of  which  the  organization  might  well  be  proud. 
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THE  Eleventh  Regiment  was  the  third  in  the  state  to  he  mus- 
tered fur  three  years'  service,  many  of  its  members  enlisting 
at  a  public  meeting  held  at  the  hall  of  the  Everett  Associa- 
tion in  Boston  soon  after  the  news  of  the  firing  on  Sumter  was  re- 
ceived. The  leading  spirit  in  its  organization  was  Major  George 
Clark,  Jr.,  of  the  militia,  and  as  the  command  was  principally  made 
up  of  the  clerks  and  mechanics  of  the  city,  it  was  known  as  the 
Boston  Volunteers."  The  building  at  179  Court  Street  was  used 
as  quarters  until  eight  companies  were  filled,  when  the  regiment 
was  ordered  to  Fort  Warren  and  recruited  to  the  United  States 
standard,  occupying  quarters  at  the  fort  May  9, 18b'l.  The  muster 
took  place  on  the  13th  of  June,  Captain  Marshall  of  the  United 
States  army  officiating,  detachments  to  bring  the  regiment  up  to 
the  maximum  being  added  later.  The  roster  of  officers  was  as  fol- 
lows, Boston  being  the  residence  unless  otherwise  designated  : — 

Colonel,  George  Clark,  Jr.,  of  Dorchester ;  lieutenant  colonel, 
William  Blaisdell  ;  major,  George  F.  Tileston;  surgeon,  Luther  V.  Bell 
of  Somervillc  ;  assistant  surgeon,  John  W.  Foye  ;  chaplain,  Elisha  F. 
Watson  ;  adjutant,  Brownell  Granger ;  quartermaster,  J.  Frank  Lakin; 
sergeant  major,  William  B.  Mitchell ;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Henry 
Page  ;  commissary  sergeant,  Peter  H.  Haskell ;  hospital  steward, 
Robert  E.  Jameson  ;  leader  of  band,  Azel  P.  Brigham  of  Salem. 

Company  A — Captain,  Maclelland  Moore  ;  first  lieutenant,  Thomas 
G.  Bowden  ;  second  lieutenant.  John  H.  Whitten. 

Company  B,  Paul  Revere  Guard — Captain,  John  Henry  Davis ; 
first  lieutenant,  Melzar  Dunbar  ;  second  lieutenant,  Frank  Haves. 

Company  C,  Clark  Light  Guard— Captain,  Porter  I).  Tripp  :  first 
lieutenant,  Alonzo  Coy  ;  second  lieutenant,  Timothy  TeafTe. 

Company  D — Captain,  John  W.  Butters  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant. 
Malcolm  Graham  ;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  H.  De  Lord,  both  of 
North  Woburn. 

Company  E — Captain,  James  R.  Bigelow  ;  first  lieutenant,  William 
A.  Clark  ;  second  lieutenant,  William  E.  Farwell. 
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Company  F — Captain,  Leoifard  Gordon  ;  first  lieutenant,  James  W. 
McDonald"  of  North  Woburn  ;  second  lieutenant,  Simeon  P. Currier. 

Company  G — Captain,  William  C.  Allen;  first  lieutenant,  Edwin 
Humphrey  of  Hingham  ;  second  lieutenant,  Joseph  P.  Myers  of  East 
Boston. 

Company  H,  Sanford  Light  Guard — Captain,  Selden  Page  of  Leo- 
minster ;  first  lieutenant,  Charles  tlenry  Colburn  ;  second  lieutenant, 
George  W.  Caleff. 

Company  I,  Bunker  Hill  Volunteers— Captain,  Benjamin  F.  Wright; 
first  lieutenant,  John  C.  Robertson ;  second  lieutenant,  Albert  M. 
Gammell,  all  of  Charlestown. 

Company  K — Captain,  Benjamin  Stone,  Jr. ;  first  lieutenant,  Will- 
iam V.  Munroe;  second  lieutenant,  John  T.  Sweet,  all  of  Dorchester. 

Two  days  after  being  mustered  in,  the  regiment  embarked  on  two 
steamers  and  was  transported  to  Boston,  marched  through  the  cityr 
and  CharlestWn,  receiving  ovations  and  many  attentions  en  route* 
to  North  Cambridge,  where  it  occupied  Camp  Cameron,  which  had 
recently  been  evacuated  by  the  First  Regiment,  Here  the  men 
were  placed  on  army  rations,  and  much  attention  was  given  to  per- 
fecting the  command  in  discipline  and  soldierly  duties.  On  the 
28th  a  flagstaff  was  erected  at  the  camp,  and  the  regiment  was  pre- 
sented with  state  and  national  colors, — the  latter  the  gift  of  Mrs. 
E.  IT.  Sanford,  for  whom  Company  II  was  named.  Next  day  wit- 
nessed the  departure  of  the  command  for  Washington,  by  way  of 
the  Old  Colony  Railroad  and  steamer  from  Fall  River  to  New  York, 
where  on  the  forenoon  of  the  30th  the  Sons  of  Massachusetts  ten- 
dered a  welcome  and  an  ovation.  Cuing  thence  by  the  steamer  Kil 
Von  Kil  to  Elizabethport,  cars  were  taken  for  Washington,  via  Har- 
risburg.  At  Baltimore  the  order  to  load  with  ball  cartridges  was 
given,  in  memory  of  the  reception  met  by  the  Sixth  the  previous 
April ;  but  this  time  there  was  no  molestation,  and  the  command 
marched  through  the  city  to  the  music  of  Gilmorc's  band.  Wash- 
ington was  reached  on  the  3d  of  July,  and  the  regiment  camj>ed  at 
Camp  Sanford  on  the  Treasury  Grounds.  There  it  remained  for 
ten  days,  attracting  much  attention,  when  it  was  ordered  across  the 
Potomac,  marching  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  to  Alexandria, 
where  with  the  Fifth  Massachusetts,  Fourth  Pennsylvania  and  First 
Minnesota  Regiments,  and  Ricketts's  Battery  of  the  First  United 
States  Artillery,  it  formed  the  Fi rst  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Mc- 
Dowell's army,  Colonel  Wr.  B.  Franklin  commanding  the  brigade 
and  Colonel  S.  P.  Heintzelman  the  division. 
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The  camp  on  Shuter  s  hill,  near  Fort  Ellsworth,  was  quitted  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  16th  of  July,  when  the  forward  movement  to 
Bull  Run  began,  *he  regiment  marching  with  little  more  than  an 
hour's  rest  till  late  the  following  day,  though  the  way  was  so  much 
obstructed  that  the  bivouac  was  made  near  Sangster's  Station,  west 
of  Fairfax.  Starting  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  and  marching 
during  the  evening  the  brigade  arrived  at  Ccnterville,  where  it  re- 
mained till  the  morning  of  the  21st,  when  it  moved  through  the 
village  and  about  noon  reached  the  field  of  battle.  After  having 
been  for  a  time  under  fire  the  Eleventh  were  ordered  to  the  support 
of  Rickctts's  Battery,  but  the  latter  was  soon  disabled  by  the  Con- 
federate fire.  After  its  retreat  the  regiment  took  a  position  on  a 
hill  to  which  it  had  been  directed,  and  remained  till  the  general  re- 
treat began,  when  it,  too,  was  forced  from  the  field,  having  suffered 
a  loss  of  88 ;  15  of  whom  were  killed,  six  mortally  wounded,  30 
missing  and  37  wounded.  Most  of  the  wounded  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  including  Lieutenant  Bowden,  who  died  of  his  wounds 
at  Richmond.  Captains  Gordon  and  Allen,  the  former  severely 
wounded,  were  also  made  prisoners. 

After  the  battle  the  Eleventh  returned  to  the  camp  at  Shutcr's 
hill,  where  it  remained  till  the  9th  of  August,  when  it  was  ordered 
to  Bladensburg,  Md.,  and  joined  General  Hooker's  Brigade,  the 
other  regiments  of  which  were  the  First  Massachusetts,  Second  New 
Hampshire  and  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania.  At  the  reorganization 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  into  divisions,  two  months  later,  the 
First  Michigan  Regiment  was  added  to  the  brigade,  which  became 
the  First  Brigade  of  Hooker's  Division.  About  this  time  many 
changes  occurred  in  the  roster  of  officers.  Colonel  Clark  resigned 
from  the  11th  of  October,  owing  to  ill-health,  the  lieutenant  colonel 
and  major  being  promoted  in  regular  course  and  Captain  Tripp  be- 
coming major.  Surgeon  Bell  having  been  promoted  to  brigade  sur- 
geon, (in  which  capacity  he  died  of  disease  February  11,  1802,)  Ira 
Russell  of  Natick  was  commissioned  surgeon,  dating  from  August 
27,  1861.  Late  in  October  the  regiment,  with  its  brigade,  marched 
to  near  Budd's  Ferry,  45  miles  below  Washington  on  the  Maryland 
shore  of  the  Potomac,  where  in  picket  duty,  watching  the  Confede- 
rate batteries  on  the  opposite  shore,  and  taking  part  in  an  occasional 
expedition  of  no  great  importance,  the  winter  passed. 

Puring  a  considerable  part  of  the  winter  Colonel  Cowdin  of  the 
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First  Massachusetts  commanded  the  brigade,  but  on  the  5th  of 
April,  1862,  when  it  embarked  for  the  Peninsula,  it  was  under 
command  of  General  Henry  M.  Naglec,  and  kn#wn  as  the  Second 
Brijrade,  Hooker's  Division,  Hcintzelman's  (Third)  Corps.  Gen- 
eral Naglee  was  soon  succeeded  in  the  command  of  the  brigade 
by  General  Cuvier  Grovcr,  when  it  again  became  the  First  Bri- 
gade. The  regiment  encamped  before  Yorktown  on  the  12th  of 
April,  taking  part  in  the  siege  which  followed,  and  with  Hooker's 
Division  joining  in  the  pursuit  of  the  Confederate  army  on  the 
4th  of  May. 

The  Eleventh  was  one  of  the  first  regiments  to  become  engaged 
in  the  battle  of  Williamsburg  on  the  5th.  About  5  o'clock  in  the 
morning  it  took  position  on  the  right  of  the  Second  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  with  two  companies  deployed  as  skirmishers  advanced 
to  short  range  of  the  enemy's  works,  holding  the  position  till  half- 
past  9.  It  was  then  withdrawn  and  with  another  regiment  was 
moved  to  the  right  and  rear  through  the  woods  in  search  of  any 
bodies  of  the  enemy  which  might  threaten  the  flank  in  that  direc- 
tion. Finding  no  foe,  Colonel  Blaisdell  led  his  command  back  to 
its  former  position,  and  about  half-past  3  wras  ordered  to  the  left  to 
meet  a  flanking  movement  in  that  direction.  The  regiment  at  once 
became  engaged  and  held  its  position  till  relieved  by  fresh  troops. 
Its  loss  in  this  battle  was  seven  killed,  59  wounded  and  one  miss- 
ing, and  for  its  gallant  conduct  in  the  engagement  it  received  from 
Governor  Andrew  a  new  regimental  color. 

At  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks  the  Eleventh  were  not  engaged,  but 
at  Oak  Grove,  on  the  25th  of  June,  they  performed  valiant  duty  on 
the  skirmish  line,  advancing  in  the  face  of  a  very  heavy  fire,  but 
fortunately  with  a  loss  of  only  18  wounded.  In  none  of  the  re- 
maining battles  of  the  Peninsular  campaign  did  the  regiment  take 
a  prominent  part,  though  often  under  tire  and  having  a  few  men 
wounded.  It  went  into  cam])  at  Harrison's  Landing  after  the  battle 
of  Malvern  Hill,  and  took  part  in  the  reconnaissance  of  August  5 
to  that  point,  and  in  the  resulting  skirmish.  On  the  15th  it  marched 
from  Harrison's  Landing  for  Yorktown,  embarking  thence  for  Alex- 
andria and  reaching  the  latter  place  on  the  23d.  Encamping  there 
till  the  evening  of  the  25th,  the  regiment  took  cars  and  early  next, 
morning  reached  Warrenton  Junction,  moving  on  the  27th  to  Cat- 
lett's  Station,  coming  under  artillery  tire  of  the  enemy  who  were 
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being  driven  from  that  place,  by  which  one  man  of  the  Eleventh 
was  wounded  while  in  support  of  a  battery. 

On  the  28th  the  command  marched  to  join  in  the  impending 
Second  Bull  Run  battle,  and  next  morning  confronted  the  enemy 
on  the  field  where  it  had  fought  more  than  a  year  before.    It  was 
not  called  into  action,  however,  till  the  middle  of  the  afternoon-, 
when  G  rover's  Brigade  was  directed  to  charge  the  Confederate 
lines  in  front,  the  Eleventh  being  the  battalion  of  direction.  The 
regiment  at  once  moved  across  a  wide  field  and  through  \\  piece  of 
woods  beyond  in  which  the  enemy's  first  line  was  met  and  routed. 
The  second  line  was  encountered  behind  a  railroad  embankment 
some  ten  feet  high,  from  which  a  deadly  fire  was  delivered  and  the 
regiment  hesitated,  but  a  moment  later  climbed  the  embankment, 
fought  hand  to  hand  over  its  crest,  and  presently  sent  the  defenders 
flying  from  that  strong  position.    Still  advancing,  the  regiment  and 
the  brigade  encountered  a  strong  line  of  rebels  and  an  enfilading 
fire  which  threw  the  shattered  line  into  confusion  and  rendered  any 
further  advance  impossible.    The  entire  brigade  fought  bravely  and 
lost  heavily.    The  Eleventh  lost,  out  of  283  taken  into  action,  ten 
killed,  77  wounded  and  25  missing,  all  within  20  minutes.  Among 
the  slain  were  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tileston  and  First  Lieutenant 
William  R.  Porter  of  Boston,  and  Captain  Stone  was  mortally 
wounded,  dying  on  the  10th  of  September.    Most  of  the  wounded 
and  all  of  the  killed  were  left  behind  when  the  regiment  fell  back 
to  the  position  from  which  it  had  been  ordered  to  charge  many  times 
its  own  number,  strongly  posted  and  awaiting  the  assault.  During 
the  next  day  the  regiment  moved  to  different  points  on  the  field, 
filially  falling  back  to  Centerville,  where  it  remained  till  the  1st  of 
September,  when  it  inarched  to  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Lyon  and  on 
the  3d  went  into  camp.    The  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Tileston  was  filled  by  the  promotion  of  Major  Tripp, 
Captain  James  W.  McDonald  being  commissioned  major. 

The  regiment  remained  in  its  camp  near  Alexandria  till  the  first 
of  November,  engaged  in  strengthening  the  Washington  defenses. 
It  then  marched  by  easy  stages  to  Warrenton  Junction,  where  it 
arrived  on  the  9th  and  formed  part  of  a  provisional  brigade,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Blaisdell.  Remaining  there  till  the  18th,  it 
then  moved  back  by  way  of  Manassas  and  Fairfax,  encamping 
on  the  22d  at  Wolf  Run  Shoals.    It  joined  on  the  25th  in  the 
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march  to  Falmouth,  near  which  it  arrived  on  the  28th.  The  bri- 
gade— to  which  the  Eleventh  Xew  Jersey  Regiment  had  heen  added — 
was  at  that  time  commanded  hv  General  J.  B.  Carr  and  the  division 
by  General  Sickles.  At  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  the  Eleventh 
were  not  engaged,  and  suffered  a  loss  of  but  two  men  wounded. 
Crossing  at  General  Franklins  bridges  at  night  of  the  12th  of 
December,  they  were  detailed  to  guard  the  bridges  for  24  hours, 
after  which  they  rejoined  the  division  at  the  front,  remained  there 
till  the  aj-my  recrossed  to  the  Falmouth  shore,  and  then  returned  to 
their  old  camp. 

The  regiment  took  part  in  the  "  Mud  March  "  of  January  20-23, 
18(33,  and  afterward  reoccupied  its  former  camp  till  the  opening  of 
the  Chancellorsville  campaign,  with  the  exception  of  a  detail  Feb- 
ruary 5  to  support  a  cavalry  reconnaissance  in  the  vicinity  of  United 
States  Ford,  some  17  miles  up  the  Rappahannock.  Camp  was 
broken  on  the  29th  of  April,  when  the  regiment  accompanied  its 
corps,  first  to  the  Franklin  Crossing  below  Fredericksburg  and  then 
up  the  river  to  United  States  Ford,  where  it  crossed  and  advanced 
to  Chancellorsville.  It  reported  to  General  Hancock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  2d  of  May,  and  was  directed  to  reconnoiter  the  ground 
to  the  left  of  the  Union  line,  which  it  did,  becoming  at  once  engaged 
and  repulsing  several  attacks  by  the  enemy.  The  command  was 
warmly  thanked  by  General  Hancock  for  its  gallantry,  and  during 
the  night  rejoined  the  division.  A  sharp  attack  was  made  on  the 
Union  position  next  morning,  and  the  regiment  in  defending  itself 
against  the  repeated  assaults  suffered  severely.  When  the  fight- 
ing finally  ended  with  the  establishment  of  the  Union  lines,  the 
Eleventh  were  found  to  have  lost  11  killed,  including  First  Lieuten- 
ants John  Munn  and  John  S.  Harris,  57  wounded,  and  11  missing. 
The  river  was  recrossed  on  the  Gth,  and  once  more  the  regiment 
encamped  "near  Falmouth"  till  the  northward  movement  of  Lee's 
army  called  the  loyal  army  in  the  same  direction. 

The  Eleventh  set  out  on  the  afternoon  of  June  11,  marching  to 
J  lurtwood  Church,  thence  by  way  of  Beverly  Ford  and  Gum  Springs, 
stopping  at  the  latter  place  five  days,  across  the  Potomac  at  Edwards 
Ferry,  by  way  of  Frederick,  Taneytown  and  Emmittsburg  to  Gettys- 
burg, where  they  arrived  on  the  night  of  July  1.  In  that  battle  the 
regiment  was  still  a  part  of  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
Third  Corps.    General  Carr's  brigade  had  been  changed  somewhat, 
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comprising  at  that  time  the  First,  Eleventh  and  Sixteenth  Massa- 
chusetts, Twelfth  New  Hampshire,  Eleventh  New  Jersey,  Twenty- 
sixth  and  Eighty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Regiments.  General  A.  A. 
Humphreys  commanded  the  division,  which  formed  the  right  of  the 
line  of  hattle  of  the  Third  Corps,  and  was  not  at  first  involved  by 
the  attack  of  Longstrcet  on  the  afternoon  of  July  2;  but  when  the 
regiment,  commanded  during  the  action  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Tripp,  became  involved  it  suffered  terribly,  losing  more  than  half 
the  number  taken  into  action.  Captain  Edwin  Humphrey  and  25 
enlisted  men  were  killed,  93  wounded  and  ten  missing,  a  totarof  129. 

The  regiment  remained  on  the  field  till  the  7th,  when  it  joined 
in  the  pursuit  of  the  defeated  Confederate- army,  moving  by  way  of 
Frederick  to  Williamsport,  thence  following  Lee's  army  into  Vir- 
ginia and  reaching  Warrenton  on  the  26th.  On  the  1st  of  August 
it  marched  to  Beverly  Ford,  where  it  remained  till  the  15th  of 
September,  when  crossing  the  Rappahannock  at  Freeman's  Ford  it 
advanced  to  Culpeper  and  there  encamped  till  the  8th  of  October. 
The  regiment  then  formed  part  of  the  force  sent  to  the  support  of 
the  cavalry  at  James  City,  returning  to  Culpeper  at  night  of  the 
10th  and  next  morning  recrossing  the  Rappahannock.  The  regi- 
ment remained  on  guard  at  the  fords  of  the  river  till  the  army  had 
passed,  when  it  followed  and  resuming  its  place  in  the  column  took 
part  in  the  strategic  movement  north  to  Centcrville,  and  after  the 
retiring  of  the  Confederate  army  without  risking  a  battle  marched 
back  as  far  as  Catlett's  Station,  where  it  went  into  camp  on  the 
21st.  On  the  30th  it  moved  south  to  near  Bealton,  and  on  the  7th 
of  November  crossed  the  Rappahannock  again  at  Kelly's  Ford. 
The  leading  division  of  the  corps  had  engaged  the  enemy  at  the 
Ford,  but  the  Eleventh  were  not  called  upon  to  participate,  and 
marching  next  day  to  Brandy  Station  went  into  camp. 

The  "  Mine  Run "  campaign  began  on  the  26th  of  November, 
when  the  regiment  with  its  corps  crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Jacob's 
Mills  Ford,  encamping  that  night  a  few  miles  beyond  and  the  fol- 
lowing afternoon  joining  battle  with  the  enemy,  the  regiment  suf- 
fering a  loss  of  four  killed,  17  wounded  and  eight  missing.  Next 
morning  General  French,  the  commander  of  the  Third  Corps,  suc- 
ceeded in  extricating  his  troops  from  the  wilderness  and  joining 
the  other  corps  near  Robertson's  Tavern,  going  into  position  that 
night  near  Mine  Run, — whence  after  two  days  of  indecision,  the 
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idea  of  a  battle  having  been  abandoned,  the  regiment  joined  Gregg's 
division  of  cavalry  to  serve  as  rear  guard  during  the  retreat,  and 
on  the  3d  of  December,  well  exhausted  by  the  fruitless  exposure 
and  hardships,  reached  its  former  camp.  Winter  quarters  were 
established,  and  the  opening  of  another  campaign  was  awaited. 

In  the  reorganization  of  the  army,  the  Eleventh  was  made  part 
of  the  Second  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Second  Corps.  The  bri- 
gade was  commanded  by  Colonel  William  R.  Brewster,  and  besides 
the  Eleventh  consisted  of  the  five  regiments  of  the  New  York  "  Ex- 
celsior ;'  Brigade,  numbered  from  the  Seventieth  to  the  Seventy- 
fourth  inclusive,  the  One  Hundred  and  Twentieth  New  York  and 
Eighty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Regiments ;  General  Mott  commanded 
the  division  and  General  Hancock  the  corps.  In  the  winter  and 
early  spring  preceding  the  campaign  the  Eleventh  lost  several  of  its 
officers  from  dismissal,  the  list  including  the  chaplain,  two  captains 
and  some  lieutenants.  In  this  respect  the  regiment  was  unfortunate, 
the  records  showing  that  it  suffered  heavier  loss  of  officers  than  any 
other  from  Massachusetts,  the  total  being  ten,  with  one  cashiered. 

The  camp  at  Brandy  Station  was  broken  just  before  midnight  of 
May  3, 1864,  and  the  following  noon  the  regiment  crossed  the  Rapi- 
dan  at  Ely's  Ford,  bivouacking  that  night  on  the  old  field  of  Chan- 
cellor8villc.  The  Wilderness  was  reached  in  the  middle  of  the  after- 
noon of  the  5th,  and  as  fighting  was  already  in  progress  the  regi- 
ment soon  found  itself  advancing  and  encountering  the  enemy. 
The  contest,  with  varying  advantage,  continued  till  darkness  ended 
it,  and  was  resumed  next  morning,  Brewster's  Brigade  advancing 
against  the  enemy  in  the  front  line.  Once  during  the  contest  the 
position  of  the  brigade  was  flanked,  and  it  became  necessary  for  it 
to  fall  back,  when  it  took  position  behind  intrenchments  and  re- 
pulsed the  final  attack  of  the  Confederates.  There  the  command 
remained  till  night  of  the  7th,  but  there  was  no  more  fighting  and 
at  evening  the  Eleventh  went  on  picket  while  the  army  moved  away 
to  meet  their  wily  antagonists  again  at  Spottsylvania.  The  loss  of 
the  regiment  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  amounted  to  nine 
killed,  54  wounded  and  12  missing. 

The  picket  was  relieved  at  10  o'clock  next  morning,  and  the 
Eleventh  rejoined  the  brigade  at  Todd's  Tavern,  where  it  remained 
two  days,  when  it  moved  five  miles  toward  Spottsylvania,  and  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  10th  with  its  division  joined  in  an  attack  upon 
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the  Confederate  position  in  concert  with  another  by  Colonel  Upton 
commanding  a  brigade  of  the  Sixth  Corps.  Owing  to  the  difficult 
nature  of  the  ground  and  an  enfilading  fire  from  the  hostile  artillery, 
General  Mott's  attack  amounted  to  nothing,  and  the  troops  after 
attempting  an  advance  fell  back  to  their  former  position.  During 
the  night  of  the  11th  the  Second  Corps  was  massed  in  front  of  the 
part  of  the  Confederate  line  known  as  the  Angle,  and  at  daybreak 
charged  with  fine  success,  making  heavy  captures.  This  triumph 
was  followed  by  the  desperate  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  regain  the 
lost  works,  and  in  the  stubborn  contest  which  ensued  the  Eleventh 
suffered  a  loss  of  five  killed,  35  wounded  and  four  missing. 

The  regiment  took  part  in  no  further  important  conflicts  while 
the  armies  confronted  each  other  there,  and  on  the  21st,  after  re- 
ceiving 45  enlisted  men  transferred  from  the  First  Massachusetts, 
joined  in  the  march  toward  the  North  Anna.  That  stream,  across 
which  the  Confederates  were  again  waiting  for  the  coming  of  the 
Union  army — General  Lee  having  secured  an  especially  impregnable 
position — was  reached  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23d,  and  next  morn- 
ing the  regiment  crossed  at  the  Telegraph  Road  bridge,  from  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  which  the  enemy  had  fallen  back  though  still 
maintaining  a  heavy  lire  over  that  part  of  the  field.  The  Eleventh  at 
once  went  into  position  and  remained  there  till  night  of  the  26th, 
meeting  a  total  loss  of  seven — one  of  whom  was  killed  and  two 
were  missing. 

In  the  operations  preceding  and  during  the  struggle  for  Cold  Har- 
bor, the  Eleventh  were  not  heavily  engaged,  though  in  various  skir- 
mishes a  loss  was  sustained  of  one  man  killed  and  nine  wounded. 
On  the  12th  of  June  the  term  of  original  enlistment  of  the  regi- 
ment expired,  and  while  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  preparing 
to  move  across  the  James  and  operate  against  Richmond  from  the 
south,  304  members  of  the  command,  including  14  officers,  turned 
their  faces  toward  Massachusetts  after  three  years  of  honorable 
service.  Eight  officers  and  336  enlisted  men  remained,  who  were 
formed  into  a  battalion  of  five  companies,  retaining  the  original 
regimental  name.  That  evening  the  march  toward  Petersburg  be- 
gan, and  three  days  later  the  command  bivouacked  within  two  miles 
of  the  city.  On  the  four  ensuing  days  the  battalion  was  under  fire 
and  skirmishing,  losing  one  man  killed  and  19  wounded.  On  the 
23d  a  sad  loss  befell  the  battalion  and  Massachusetts  in  the  death 
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of  Colonel  Blaisdell,  who  was  killed  before  Petersburg  while  in 
command  of  the  Corcoran  Legion. 

On  the  27th  the  command  was  moved  some  distance  to  the  left 
and  occupied  works  vacated  by  the  Sixth  Corps,  where  the  battalion 
remained  more  than  two  weeks  engaged  in  picket  and  other  duties. 
During  this  time  it  was  joined  by  two  additional  companies,  made 
up  of  members  of  the  Sixteenth  Regiment,  whose  term  had  not  ex- 
pired— five  officers  and  194  enlisted  men.  The  Eleventh  marched 
to  a  reserve;  camp  to  the  rear  of  the  general  line  of  works  July  13, 
where  they  remained  till  the  26th,  cutting  sunken  roads  and  per- 
forming other  work  of  a  similar  nature.  That  evening  the  battalion 
marched  to  the  James  river,  crossed  it  next  morning  and  took  posi- 
tion in  the  woods  near  Deep  Bottom.  After  a  day  passed  in  that 
location  a  long  march  took  the  command  back  again  to  the  south  of 
Petersburg,  in  rear  of  the  lines  held  by  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  a 
portion  of  whom  in  the  front  lines  the  Eleventh  relieved  on  the 
night  of  the  29th,  maintaining  that  position  the  following  day  under 
heavy  lire  during  the  battle  of  the  Crater — loss,  one  man  wounded. 

That  night  the  battalion  returned  to  its  reserve  camp  and  re- 
mained there  till  the  12th  of  August,  when  it  marched  to  City  Point, 
went  by  transport  next  day  to  Deep  Bottom  and  on  the  following 
morning  was  again  in  front  of  the  enemy  at  that  point.  On  the 
10th  it  was  pushed  forward  alone  to  develop  the  location  of  the 
enemy,  which  was  done  at  a  loss  of  two  wounded,  when  the  Eleventh 
rejoined  the  brigade,  and  on  the  18th  the  command  returned  to  the 
south  side  of  the  James,  crossing  at  Point  of  Rocks.  A  position 
was  taken  in  the  front  line  of  the  Ninth  Corps  on  the  19th,  but  dur- 
ing the  afternoon  the  battalion  was  relieved  and  marched  to  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  Davis,  where  it  remained  till  the  1st  of  October, 
being  engaged  in  several  demonstrations  and  under  fire  on  the  picket 
line,  meeting  a  total  loss  of  two  killed  and  four  wounded. 

The  battalion  marched  five  miles  to  the  left,  to  Poplar  Grove 
Church,  on  the  1st  of  October,  and  next  morning  formed  line  of 
battle,  being  presently  detached  from  the  brigade  and  moved  still 
further  to  the  left,  along  works  formerly  occupied  by  the  enemy, 
meeting  the  Confederate  fire  and  losing  two  men  killed  and  one 
wounded.  After  skirmishing  in  the  locality  through  the  day  the 
Eleventh  rejoined  the  brigade  at  night  and  remained  with  it  near 
the  church,  fortifying  and  on  picket  till  the  5th,  when  the  column 
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returned  to  its  position  before  Petersburg.  At  night  of  the  24th 
the  battalion  was  drawn  to  the  rear  in  preparation  for  a  contemplated 
movement  to  the  left  by  a  considerable  part  of  the  Second  and  Fifth 
Corps  with  cavalry,  and  began  the  march  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
26th,  passing  the  night  near  the  Weldon  railroad  and  next  morning 
continuing  the  movement  toward  the  Boydtown  Plank  road,  eight 
miles  distant  through  a  difficult  country.  On  reaching  the  road> 
line  of  battle  was  formed,  but  the  enemy  were  soon  found  to  be  in 
the  rear  and  the  line  faced  about  and  charged  back  in  the  direction 
whence  it  had  come.  The  Eleventh  soon  met  the  foe  and  captured 
20  prisoners,  though  at  considerable  loss.  Following  this  engage- 
ment, the  battalion  fell  back  to  the  crest  of  a  hill  over  which  it  had 
charged,  where  line  was  formed,  and  later  position  was  taken  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  plank  road,  where  the  command  remained  till  night, 
when  it  reported  to  the  field  hospital  to  assist  in  carrying  the 
wounded  to  the  rear.  After  two  hours  in  this  sad  duty  the  Eleventh 
rejoined  the  brigade  and  began  the  return  march  to  the  vicinity  of 
Petersburg,  where  they  arrived  on  the  29th.  The  loss  of  the  bat- 
talion on  the  27th  was  three  killed,  nine  wounded  and  12  missing — 
supposed  to  have  been  wounded  and  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Among  the  killed  was  Captain  Alexander  MeTavish ;  Cap- 
tain David  A.  Granger  being  mortally  wounded  and  left  on  the  field. 

At  the  close  of  the  month  the  battalion  moved  into  the  front  line 
near  Fort  Morton,  where  it  remained  on  duty  for  more  than  four 
weeks.  A  considerable  part  of  the  command  was  engaged  in  re- 
pulsing an  attack  on  the  picket  line  on  the  night  of  the  5th  of 
November,  the  loss  to  the  Eleventh  being  two  men  wounded  and 
Adjutant  Michael  Boucher  captured.  On  the  night  of  the  29th  the 
battalion  was  withdrawn  and  next  day  marched  to  Poplar  Grove 
Church,  where  it  remained  on  picket  for  a  week  and  then  joined  in 
an  expedition  to  destroy  the  Weldon  railroad  to  the  south.  This 
was  done  from  Jarratt's  Station  to  the  Meherrin  river,  when  the 
column  returned  to  the  main  body  and  the  battalion  went  into  posi- 
tion near  the  left  of  the  armv  at  Yellow  House  Station,  where  the 
close  of  the  year  found  it  attached  to  the  Third  Brigade,  Third 
Division,  Second  Corps.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Charles  C.  Rivers  was 
in  command  of  the  Eleventh,  and  Colonel  McAllister  of  the  brigade. 

The  first  important  movement  of  the  year  lSGo  was  that  to  Hatch- 
ers Run,  February  5,  in  which  the  Eleventh  took  part,  suffering 
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from  the  inclement  weather  but  rendering  valuable  service  in  repuls- 
ing an  attack  bv  the  Confederates  and  afterward  in  fortifvinir  the 
ground  gained.  These  new  works  the  battalion  assisted  in  manning 
till  the  opening  of  the  final  series  of  operations  on  the  26th  of  March. 
From  that  time  till  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army  the  command  was 
almost  incessantly  under  arms,  contributing  valiantly  to  the  final 
result.  In  a  charge  on  the  enemy's  works  on  the  29th  of  March,  Cap- 
tain William  R.  Bennett  and  First  Lieutenant  Henry  Harrington 
with  a  number  of  men  were  separated  from  the  main  part  of  the 
battalion  and  made  prisoners,  but  the  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
was  not  serious. 

The  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  having  surrendered,  the  Eleventh 
with  the  rest  of  the  Second  Corps  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Washing 
ton  and  encamped,  performing  only  camp  duty  till  ordered  home 
for  muster  out.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rivers  resigned  on  the  15th  of 
June,  and  was  succeeded  by  Major  Thomas  H.  Dunham,  promoted. 
The  command  reached  Readville  on  the  13th  of  July,  and  was  mus- 
tered out  the  following  day.  Of  its  officers,  in  addition  to  those  men- 
tioned heretofore,  several  died  in  the  service,  including  Captain 
Albert  M.  Gammell,  accidentally  killed  on  the  Eastern  railroad  De- 
cember 17, 1863  ;  First  Lieutenants  Alonzo  Coy  and  William  B.  Mor- 
rill died  of  disease,  dates  unknown;  Second  Lieutenant  William  B. 
Mitchell  died  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  July  30, 1863  ; 
and  Second  Lieutenant  Peter  T.  (rouldie  died  of  wounds  September 
13,  1864,  after  having  been  commissioned  first  lieutenant. 
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HE  Twelfth  or  Webster  Regiment  took  its  title  from  its  first 


colonel,  Fletcher  Webster,  by  whom  it  was  organized.  Mr. 


A  Webster,  then  the  only  surviving  son  of  Daniel  Webster,  was 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Boston.  Receiv- 
ing from  Governor  Andrew  permission  to  recruit  a  regiment,  he 
issued  a  call  for  a  mass-meeting  on  Sunday,  the  21st  of  April,  1861, 
in  front  of  the  Merchants'  Exchange  on  State  street.  A  vast  con- 
course was  assembled,  the  enthusiasm  ran  high,  and  while  enlist- 
ment papers  were  prepared  and  rapidly  filled,  the  business  men  of 
the  city  contributed  generously  to  equip  the  embryo  regiment  in  a 
worth v  manner.  It  is  a  matter  of  record  that  within  three  davs  16 
full  companies  were  enlisted  in  the  city,  but  only  five  of  them 
formed  part  of  the  Webster  Regiment.  The  regular  militia  regi- 
ments were  being  reorganized,  and  needed  recruits  to  bring  them 
up  to  the  national  standard,  but  the  people  everywhere  were  ready 
to  fill  the  ranks,  and  within  two  weeks  Mr.  Webster  was  duly  com- 
missioned colonel  of  a  complete  and  well-equipped  regiment. 

At  first  the  recruits  were  quartered  and  drilled  in  Faneuil  Hall 
and  other  available  buildings  in  the  city;  but  as  their  numbers  in- 
creased they  were  transferred  to  the  barracks  in  Fort  Warren,  Bos-  . 
ton  Harbor,  where  the  organization  was  completed.  It  was  accepted 
as  a  part  of  the  quota  of  Massachusetts  on  the  14th  of  June,  850 
of  its  members  were  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  by 
Captain  Marshall  of  the  regular  army  on  the  26th,  and  the  balance 
on  the  11th  of  July.    The  original  roster  follows: — 

Colonel,  Fletcher  Webster  of  Marsh  field;  lieutenant  colonel,  Timothy 
M.  Bnan,  Jr.,  of  Newton  ;  major,  Elisha  M.  Burbaiik  of  Woburn  ; 
surgeon,  Jedediah  H.  Baxter  of  Boston;  assistant  surgeon,  J.  McLean 
Hay  ward  of  Boston  ;  chaplain,  Edward  L.  Clark  of  Andover;  adjutant, 
Thomas  P.  Haviland  of  Newton  ;  quartermaster,  David  Wood  of  Lex- 
ington ;  sergeant  major,  Gerald  Fitzgerald  of  Boston  ;  quartermaster 
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sergeant,  Loring  W.  Muzzey  of  Lexington ;  commissary  sergeant, 
Charles  W.  Thompson  of  Boston ;  hospital  steward,  C.  C.  Hutch  ins 
of  Maine ;  principal  musician,  Lucius  M.  Hamilton  of  Weymouth  ; 
leader  of  band,  William  J.  Martland  of  North  Bridgewater. 

Compauy  A,  Felton  Guards — Captain,  Richard  H.  Kimball  ;  first 
lieutenant,  William  G.  White ;  second  lieutenant,  George  W.  Orne, 
all  of  Boston. 

Company  B,  Dehon  Guards  —  Captain,  George  W.  Murch  ;  first 
lieutenant,  Frederick  R.  Shattuck,  both  of  Boston  ;  second  lieuten- 
ant, Charles  T.  Packard  of  North  Bridgewater. 

Company  C — Captain,  Daniel  G.  Handy  of  Boston  ;  first  lieutenant, 
Edward  T.  Pearce  of  Gloucester ;  second  lieutenant,  Harlan  P.  Ben- 
nett of  Boston. 

Company  I),  Latin  School  Guard — Captain,  Nathaniel  B.  Shurtleff, 
Jr. ;  first  lieutenant,  J.  Otis  Williams  ;  second  lieutenant,  George  B. 
Drake,  all  of  Boston. 

Company  E,  Emerson  Guards — Captain,  Edward  C.  Saltmarsh  ; 
first  lieutenant,  George  H.  Davis;  second  lieutenant,  Samuel  Apple- 
ton,  all  of  Boston. 

Company  F  —  Captain,  Alexander  Hichborn  ;  first  lieutenant, 
Alpheus  K.  Harmon  ;  second  lieutenant,  Hiram  W.  Copelaud,  all  of 
North  Bridgewater. 

Company  G — Captain,  Ira  Blanchard  ;  first  lieutenant,  Edward  P. 
Reed  ;  second  lieutenant,  Lysander  F.  Cushing,  all  of  Abington. 

Company  H — Captain,  James  L.  Bates ;  first  lieutenant,  Charles 
W.  Hastings  ;  second  lieutenant,  Francis  B.  Pratt,  all  of  Weymouth. 

Company  I— Captain,  John  Ripley  ;  first  lieutenant,  Chester  Clark  ; 
second  lieutenant,  Warren  Thompson,  all  of  Stoughton. 

Company  K,  Dale  Guards  —  Captain,  David  Allen  ;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Benjamin  F.  Cook  ;  second  lieutenant,  Gilman  Saunders,  all  of 
Gloucester. 

The  regiment  went  over  to  the  city  and  was  reviewed  by  the  gov- 
ernor on  the  18th  of  July,  after  which  it  was  presented  with  a  fine 
stand  of  colors  by  Hon.  Edward  Everett  in  behalf  of  the  ladies  of 
Boston.  A  final  adieu  was  given  to  Fort  Warren  on  the  23d  of 
July,  the  regiment  taking  cars  to  Fall  River  that  evening,  going 
by  steamer  to  New  York,  and  thence  to  Elizabethport,  N.  J.;  from 
the  latter  place  cars  again  took  the  command  by  way  of  Harrisburg 
and  Baltimore  to  Sandy  Hook,  Md.,  opposite  Harper's  Ferry,  which 
was  reached  on  the  morning  of  the  27th.  The  Twelfth  were  at- 
tached to  Abercrombie's  Brigade,  forming  a  part  of  the  force  of 
which  General  Banks  had  just  taken  command,  succeeding  Gen- 
eral Patterson.  Abercrombie's  was  known  as  the  Second  Brigade, 
Department  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  consisted  at  that  time,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  Twelfth,  of  the  Second  Massachusetts,  Twelfth  and 
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Sixteenth  Indiana,  the  Firs*t  Pennsylvania  Battery  being  assigned 
to  it  some  weeks  later.  A  reorganization  of  General  Banks's  com- 
mand on  the  25th  of  September  made  this  the  First  Brigade ;  the 
Second  Massachusetts  went  to  the  Third  Brigade  and  its  place  was 
taken  in  the  First  by  the  Thirtieth  Pennsylvania,  the  Sixty-sixth 
coming  in  subsequently.  The  Second  was  soon  returned  to  the  bri- 
gade, however,  and  remained  with  it  till  the  following  spring. 

The  first  march  was  one  of  20  miles  on  the  16th  of  August  to 
Buekeyestown,  crossing  the  Monacacy  river  next  day  and  on  the 
liJth  the  regiment  proceeded  to  Hyattstown  where  it  camped.  A 
month  passed  quietly,  the  camp  being  shifted  some  five  miles  dur- 
ing the  time  ;  drill,  guard  and  picket  duty  gave  practical  education, 
and  details  were  frequent.  Major  Burbank,with  Companies  B  and 
G,  was  sent  to  Baltimore  on  the  12th  uf  September,  it  being  reported 
that  a  secession  Legislature  would  convene  there ;  but  no  such  at- 
tempt was  made  and  the  detachment  rejoined  the  regiment  October  1. 

The  Twelfth  moved  through  Darnestown  to  the  Potomac  Septem- 
ber 10,  and  the  following  day  changed  position  to  near  Muddy 
Branch  as  a  part  of  the  force  picketing  the  river.  This  duty  con- 
tinued till  the  22d,  when  the  disaster  at  Ball's  Bluff  called  the  bri- 
gade toward  Edwards  Ferry,  crossing  Seneca  Creek  that  day,  halting 
till  the  26th  and  then  pushing  on  by  way  of  Poolesvillc  nearly  to 
the  Ferry.  There  the  regiment  remained  till  November  29,  when  it 
marched  by  way  of  Barnesville  to  near  Frederick ;  crossing  the 
Monocacy  and  marching  some  miles  along  its  eastern  bank,  a 
halt  was  made  on  a  hillside  in  a  forest  near  the  Baltimore  pike 
on  the  3d  of  December,  and  the  site  of  the  first  "winter  quarters" 
was  reached. 

The  men  and  officers  were  comfortably  quartered  during  the  win- 
ter in  log  cabins,  and  the  onlv  formal  " turn-out"  of  the  regiment 
was  to  join  in  the  celebration  of  Washington's  birthday  at  Frede- 
rick, February  22.  Directly  after  this  "marching  orders"  and 
rumors  began  to  multiply  and  Camp  Hicks  was  finally  quitted  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  27th.  Going  by  rail  from  Frederick  to  the 
Potomac,  the  regiment  crossed  the  river  on  pontons  and  marched  to 
Shenandoah  Village,  near  by,  which  was  reached  in  the  evening,  the 
night's  bivouac  being  made  in  some  old  flour  mills  where  there  was 
much  suffering  from  the  cold  weather  which  prevailed  for  some  days. 
At  noon  of  the  1st  of  March  the  regiment  moved  to  Charlestown, 
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encamping  just  beyond.  From  this  point  companies  and  detach- 
ments were  sent  out  on  scout  and  picket  duty  in  various  directions, 
but  the  regiment  with  two  or  three  changes  of  site  remained  en- 
camped in  that  vicinity  till  the  10th,  when  it  marched  to  Ripon, 
halting  there  for  two  days  and  on  the  evening  of  the  12th  marching 
through  Berryville  and  to  within  two  miles  of  Winchester,  where  a 
halt  was  made  till  the  21st. 

Changes  in  the  make-up  of  the  brigades  were  frequent  at  this 
time,  and  General  Abercrombie's  command  now  became  the  Second 
Brigade  of  Williams's  Division  and  was  composed  of  the  Twelfth 
and  Thirteenth  Massachusetts,  Sixteenth  Indiana  and  Ninth  New 
York  Regiments.  The  weather  continued  cold  and  disagreeable, 
with  occasional  snow-storms,  and  the  presence  of  harassing  parties 
of  the  enemy  made  the  experiences  of  the  soldiers  anything  but 
pleasant.  On  the  21st  the  brigade  marched  by  way  of  Berryville, 
crossing  the  Shenandoah  at  Snicker's  Ferry,  through  Snicker's  Gap 
and  past  Philmont  to  Aldie,  which  was  reached  on  the  23d. 

Very  early  next  morning  the  destination  of  the  brigade  was 
changed — back  over  the  mountains,  to  and  across  the  Shenandoah 
it  toiled,  many  of  the  men  shoeless ;  only  to  again  about  face  on 
the  25th  and  follow  out  the  original  intention,  reaching  Centerville 
on  the  29th,  going  thence  to  Manassas  Junction  and  following  the 
railroad  in  the  direction  of  the  Rappahannock,  with  frequent  halts 
and  side  expeditions  for  reconnaissance ;  often  resulting  in  the  capt- 
ure of  Confederate  deserters,  spies  and  scouts,  but  provoking  no 
engagement  till  the  18th  of  April,  when  a  detachment  of  seven  com- 
panies joined  other  details  of  infantry,  cavalry  and  artillery,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Rappahannock  ancT  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river  while  engaged  in  guard  mounting.  The  fire 
was  returned,  and  was  the  first  received  in  actual  conflict  by  any 
part  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment.  The  Confederates  finally  withdrew 
and  the  Union  soldiers  returned  to  camp. 

Another  period  of  comparative  inactivity  followed,  during  which, 
on  the  1st  of  May,  General  Abercrombie  being  ordered  to  join  Gen- 
eral McClellan's  army  at  Yorktown,  he  was  succeeded  in  command 
of  the  brigade  by  General  George  L.  Hartsuff.  The  regimental 
band  left  for  Massachusetts  on  the  9th  and  on  the  12th  the  brigade 
inarched  toward  Fredericksburg,  halting  on  the  14th  two  miles  be- 
low Falmouth  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river.    Here  the  brigade 
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was  attached  to  General  Ord's  Division  of  McDowell's  Corps — the 
First — and  was  joined  by  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Regiment. 

Steamer  was  taken  at  Acquia  Landing  the  26th,  and  after  some 
delays  and  difficulties  the  soldiers  debarked  next  day  at  Alexandria. 
That  night  cars  were  taken  and  the  regiment  rode  to  Manassas 
Junction,  marched  on  the  28th  to  Haymarket  on  the  Manassas  Gap 
Railroad,  took  cars  and  rode  five  miles,  then  marching  through 
Thoroughfare  Gap  and  the  next  day  passing  White  Plains  and  camp- 
ing in  Piedmont  Gap.  On  the  1st  of  June  Front  Royal  was  reached 
by  Ord's  command  and  the  next  day  an  advance  was  made  to  Sul- 
phur Springs,  but  after  advancing  a  few  miles  further  the  Twelfth 
returned  on  the  4th  to  Front  Royal.  Remaining  in  that  vicinity 
till  the  17th,  the  brigade  took  cars  to  Manassas  Junction. 

For  a  time  the  Twelfth  became  a  part  of  General  Pope's  Army 
of  Virginia,  the  brigade  composed  of  the  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth 
Massachusetts,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  and  Eighty-third  New  York, 
being  designated  as  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Third 
Corps,  General  Ricketts  commanding  the  division  and  General  Mc- 
Dowell the  corps.  On  the  4th  of  July  the  regiment  marched  to 
Gainesville  and  the  next  day  to  New  Baltimore  and  two  miles  be- 
yond toward  Warren  ton,  where  it  encamped  and  remained  till  the 
22d,  marching  that  day  in  a  severe  storm  to  the  Rappahannock 
river,  on  the  banks  of  which  it  lingered  till  the  8th  of  August. 

Crossing  the  river  at  Rappahannock  Station,  the  regiment,  with 
its  division,  marched  toward  the  battle-field  of  Cedar  Mountain  at 
noon  of  the  8th,  bivouacked  at  dark,  and  at  daybreak  proceeded 
two  miles  further,  halting  then  until  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
while  General  Banks's  Corps  passed  to  the  front,  fought  valiantly 
and  were  defeated.  Ricketts's  Division  was  then  ordered  forward, 
going  into  position  in  support  of  Banks  about  dusk.  As  the  Third 
Brigade  deployed  the  Twelfth  Regiment  was  temporarily  separated 
from  its  fellows  by  a  dash  of  fugitive  teams  toward  the  rear,  but 
being  directed  to  its  position  in  line  moved  to  it  under  a  heavy 
artillery  fire  by  which  Captain  N.  B.  Shurtlclf  was  killed  and  ten 
were  wounded. 

The  remainder  of  the  month  until  the  battle  of  Manassas  was 
one  of  weary  and  apparently  purposeless  marching  and  counter- 
marching back  and  forth  over  the  debatable  ground  between  the 
Rapidan  and  the  Rappahannock,  now  looking  in  vain  for  the  enemy 
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and  then  at  the  most  unexpected  moment  shrinking  from  the 
shriek  of  his  shells.  The  27th  found  the  regiment  at  Warrenton, 
whence  its  division  was  sent  to  bar  the  approach  of  Longstreet 
through  Thoroughfare  Gap,  marching  to  that  important  point 
through  New  Baltimore  and  reaching  the  Gap  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  28th.  A  conflict  almost  immediately  opened,  with  a  part  of 
the  Twelfth  on  the  skirmish  line ;  but  about  dusk  the  division  was 
ordered  to  rejoin  the  corps  between  Centerville  and  Manassas  and 
marched  all  night  in  the  direction  of  Gainesville. 

It  was  not  till  the  afternoon  of  the  last  day's  fight  that  the 
Twelfth  were  called  into  the  battle  of  Manassas,  or  the  Second  Bull 
Run.  At  1  o'clock  the  brigade,  under  command  of  General  Z. 
B.  Tower,  Hartsuff  being  ill,  was  placed  in  support  of  Heintzelman 
and  Reno  in  their  attempt  to  turn  the  Confederate  left,  and  when 
that  attempt  failed  General  Tower  was  ordered  to  Bald  Hill,  which 
the  enemy  were  making  a  desperate  attempt  to  possess.  The 
Twelfth  formed  the  right  of  the  brigade,  which  took  up  the  battle 
bravely,  but  the  persistent  onsets  of  the  Confederates  finally  forced 
back  the  Union  line,  General  Tower  being  severely  wounded.  The 
loss  of  the  Twelfth  was  heavy,  including  Colonel  Webster,  who  was 
mortally  wounded  while  momentarily  separated  from  his  command, 
dying  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Captain  Kimball  was  also  among 
the  15  killed ;  60  were  wounded  and  63  missing,  a  total  loss  of  138. 

Falling  back  to  Centerville,  the  regiment  remained  there  till  the 
afternoon  of  September  1,  when  it  marched  to  Chantilly  in  the 
severe  storm  during  which  that  engagement  was  fought,  and 
formed  line  of  battle,  but  was  not  engaged  and  suffered  no  loss. 
Retiring  to  Hall's  Hill  the  next  day,  the  regiment  remained  there 
till  the  5th,  when  it  crossed  Chain  Bridge  and  began  the  northward 
march  under  McClellan.  The  reorganization  of  the  army  changed 
Hartsuff's  to  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  First  Army  Corps, 
General  Hooker  commanding.  The  Sixteenth  Maine  was  added  to 
the  brigade  a  few  days  later.  Frederick  was  reached  on  the  14th, 
whence  the  brigade  pressed  on  to  South  Mountain  and  took  part  in 
the  fight  there.  Gaining  the  summit  at  9  o'clock,  with  ammunition 
exhausted,  the  regiment  was  relieved  at  midnight,  having  lost  one 
man  killed  and  a  few  wounded. 

The  rival  armies  confronted  each  other  across  Antictam  Creek 
on  the  16th,  and  that  afternoon  General  Hooker  crossed  the  stream 
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and  deployed  his  corps  in  readiness  for  the  conflict  of  the  next  day, 
Ricketts's  Division  forming  his  center.  Early  next  morning  the 
lines  were  advanced ;  Rickctts  encountered  Stonewall  Jackson,  and 
a  terrible  contest  ensued.  The  Twelfth  formed  the  right  of  the 
brigade,  pressing  forward  through  the  smoke  and  mist  which  prac- 
tically concealed  everything  in  its  front  till  it  stood  almost  in  the 
face  of  the  Confederate  fire,  which  thinned  the  lines  terribly. 
Finally  a  momentary  lifting  of  the  smoke  showed  a  hostile  line  of 
battle  lying  in  a  hollow  almost  at  their  feet,  upon  which  the  muskets 
of  the  Twelfth  were  turned  with  deadly  effect ;  but  the  line  was  still 
decimated  till  at  the  time  of  its  relief,  not  later  than  9  o'clock,  only 
32  of  the  340  taken  into  action  accompanied  the  colors  to  the  rear. 

The  actual  loss  of  the  regiment  in  the  four  hours  of  that  Septem- 
ber morning  from  the  first  advance  to  the  final  retreat  was  283,  of 
which  70  were  killed,  183  wounded  and  30  missing.  Three  officers 
were  slain, — Assistant  Surgeon  Albert  A.  Kendall  of  Newton  who 
was  struck  by  the  fatal  bullet  when  at  the  operating  table,  and  First 
Lieutenants  William  G.  White  and  Lysander  F.  Cushing.  Nine 
other  officers  were  wounded,  Major  Burbank  and  Second  Lieutenant 
George  W.  Orne  mortally,  leaving  but  four  unhurt,  Captain  Cook 
commanding  what  was  left  of  the  regiment.  General  Hartsuff  was 
also  severely  wounded. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  day  the  fragments  of  the  command  • 
supported  some  of  the  Union  artillery  and  the  18th  was  spent  in 
burying  the  dead  and  caring  for  the  wounded.  Two  or  three  days 
later  Colonel  James  L.  Bates  took  command  of  the  Twelfth.  He 
had  been  promoted  from  captain  in  the  Twelfth  to  major  of  the 
Thirty -third  Massachusetts,  but  following  the  death  of  Colonel  Web- 
ster was  commissioned  colonel  of  his  original  regiment.  His  little 
force  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  battle-field  till  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, guarding  Confederate  prisoners,  when  it  moved  nearer  to  the 
Potomac.  At  the  reviews  held  by  President  Lincoln  and  General 
McClellan  a  day  or  two  later  the  Twelfth,  by  calling  in  details  and 
the  return  of  wounded,  mustered  119  men.  A  few  days  after  Gen- 
eral Nelson  Taylor  took  charge  of  the  brigade. 

The  regiment  began  its  southward  march  October  25,  moving  to 
Berlin  where  it  crossed  by  ponton  bridge  into  Virginia  and  reached 
AVarrenton  on  the  7th  of  November,  at  which  time  General  Mc- 
Clellan was  succeeded  in  the  command  of  the  Army 'of  the  Potomac 
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by  General  Burnside.  The  next  day  the  Twelfth  went  on  to  Rap- 
pahannock Station,  which  was  reached  after  a  hard  all  day's  march, 
intensified  bv  taking  the  wrong  road  for  several  miles.  The  division 
was  ordered  there  in  support  of  Bayard's  cavalry,  which  was  feeling 
the  enemy  across  the  river,  the  Twelfth  being  at  first  detailed  to 
guard  the  bridge,  but  next  day  moving  some  two  miles  to  guard 
Cromley's  Ford.  Relieved  on  the  13th  by  the  Thirteenth  Massa- 
chusetts, the  regiment  went  a  mile  to  the  rear  and  camped  in  a  line 
wood,  from  which  it  was  ordered  on  the  16th  to  join  General  Tow- 
er's Brigade — the  Second  of  the  same  division — exchanging  with 
the  Ninety -seventh  New  York  ;  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade 
were  the  Twenty-sixth  New  York,  Nineteeth  and  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-sixth  Pennsylvania. 

Next  day  the  regiment  began  a  march  which  ended  after  three 
days  of  floundering  through  the  mud  at  Stafford  Court  House,  from 
which  on  the  21st  it  moved  to  Brooks  Station,  half  wav  to  Belle 
Plain.  There  the  camp,  from  the  inclement  weather,  insutlicient 
rations  and  demoralized  clothing  was  christened  "  Starvation  Hill," 
and  was  one  of  the  especially  unpleasant  memories  of  the  command. 
On  the  Uth  and  10th  of  December  the  Twelfth  inarched  to  within 
three  miles  of  Belle  Plain,  and  starting  very  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  11th  reached  the  Rappahannock  below  Falmouth  about  7 
.  o'clock.  That  day  and  the  succeeding  night  were  passed  on  that 
side  of  the  river,  the  First  Corps  crossing  the  ponton  bridges  on 
the  morning  of  the  12th. 

In  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  the  First  Corps,  under  Major  Gen- 
eral J.  F.  Reynolds,  held  the  extreme  left  of  the  Union  army,  form- 
ing with  the  Sixth  Corps  Franklin's  Left  Grand  Division.  The 
Second  Division  was  commanded  by  General  John  Gibbon,  and  the 
Second  Brigade— in  which  were  the  Twelfth — by  Colonel  Lyle  of 
the  Ninetieth  Pennsylvania.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  Gibbon's 
Division  was  formed  in  column  by  brigades  to  support  General 
Meade's  Division,  the  Twelfth  being  on  the  right  of  the  second  line. 

The  regiment  was  under  fire  from  o'clock  till  1,  when  the  divis- 
ion was  ordered  forward.  The  first  line — the  Third  Brigade — en- 
countered a  very  heavy  tire,  and  after  a  half-hour  of  sharp  fighting 
the  second  line  were  ordered  to  relieve  them.  In  advancing  the 
Twelfth  were  separated  from  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade, 
which  were  sooii  forced  to  retire:  but  Colonel  Bates  and  his  com- 
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mand  took  up  a  position  from  which  they  kept  up  a  sharp  fire  till 
their  ammunition  began  to  fail.  As  they  were  about  to  retire  the 
third  line  advanced  to  charge  the  enemy,  and  at  the  request  of 
Colonel  Adrian  P.  Root  of  the  Ninety-fourth  New  York,  command- 
ing the  brigade,  Colonel  Bates  led  his  regiment  forward  with  them, 
taking  the  right  of  the  line.  The  Confederates  were  driven  from 
the  railroad  embankment  and  the  position  was  held  for  some  time : 
but  the  Union  force  was  isolated,  no  support  came,  it  was  flanked 
and  reluctantly  fell  back  to  the  position  from  which  the  first  ad- 
vance was  made. 

The  Twelfth  won  high  credit  in  the  events  of  the  day,  but  at 
serious  cost.  Of  258  men  taken  into  action,  105  had  been  lost, 
three  only  being  reported  as  missing ;  17  were  killed.  First  Lieuten- 
ant Arthur  Dehon  of  Boston,  on  the  staff  of  General  Meade,  was 
killed  while  bearing  a  dispatch  to  a  brigade  commander,  and  Captain 
John  Ripley  received  wounds  of  which  he  died  on  the  20th. 

The  fighting  was  not  resumed  on  that  part  of  the  field.  The 
regiment  lay  on  its  arms  in  line  of  battle  that  night,  went  next  day 
to  the  left  to  the  support  of  General  Doubleday's  Division,  and  re- 
crossed  the  river  on  the  night  of  the  15th,  marching  in  the  severe 
rain-storm  to  a  wood  in  the  vicinity  of  Falmouth.  Moving  on  the 
19th  to  Belle  Plain  on  the  Potomac,  orders  were  received  to  report 
at  King  George  Court  House,  24  miles  to  the  southeast,  which  was 
reached  on  the  20th.  Remaining  there  through  a  snow-storm,  the 
command  started  back  on  the  22d  to  Belle  Plain,  on  reaching  which 
preparations  were  at  once  made  for  winter  quarters,  and  by  the  close 
of  the  year  comfortable  huts  had  been  provided.  These  were  quit- 
ted on  the  morning  of  January  20,  186*3,  to  share  in  what  proved 
the  "  Mud  march  " — General  Burnside's  last  attempt  to  join  battle 
with  the  enemy.  That  night  the  regiment  camped  in  a  plowed  field 
four  miles  above  Banks  Ford  in  a  driving  rain-storm,  and  next  morn- 
ing floundered  through  four  miles  more  of  Virginia  mud  into  a  for- 
est some  two  miles  from  the  Ford,  where  it  remained  till  morn- 
ing of  the  23d,  when  the  enterprise  was  abandoned  ;  before  night 
most  of  the  huts  in  the  camp  at  Smoky  Hollow  were  reoceupied. 
The  Second  Division  had  some  two  weeks  previous  been  placed 
under  the  command  of  General  John  C.  Robinson,  who  commanded 
it  for  more  than  a  year. 

During  the  months  which  followed  while  the  army  was  being  re- 
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cuperated  under  the  able  direction  of  General  Hooker,  a  fruitless 
effort  was  made  to  have  the  Twelfth  returned  to  Massachusetts  to 
recruit  its  decimated  ranks,  it  being  at  that  time  the  smallest  regi- 
ment from  the  state  in  the  service,  having  frequently  less  than  a 
hundred  men  present  for  duty.  On  the  21st  of  April  General 
Henry  Baxter  took  command  of  the  brigade,  having  won  promotion 
from  the  lieutenant  colonelcy  of  the  Second  Michigan  Regiment  at 
Fredericksburg ;  and  on  the  28th  the  regiment  left  camp  for  the 
Chancellorsville  campaign. 

The  part  taken  by  the  Twelfth  in  this  battle  was  not  important. 
The  First  Corps  marched  to  Pollock's  Mills,  a  mile  below  the  site 
of  the  Sixth  Corps  bridges  at  Franklin's  Crossing  of  the  previous 
December,  and  Wadsworth's  Division  crossed  while  the  others  lay 
in  support  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Rappahannock.  The  latter 
were  sharply  shelled  by  the  Confederate  batteries  on  the  opposite 
bights  on  the  30th,  but  moved  to  the  cover  of  a  ditch  and  escaped 
with  slight  loss— that  of  the  Twelfth  being  but  one  man  wounded. 
At  9  o'clock  on  the  2d  of  May  orders  were  received  by  the  First 
Corps  to  report  to  General  Hooker  at  Chancellorsville  and  about 
dark  they  halted  near  United  States  Ford,  but  a  few  miles  from  the 
Union  position.  The  Eleventh  Corps  had  just  been  broken  and  as 
soon  as  a  position  could  be  decided  on  the  First  Corps  occupied  it. 
The  Twelfth  deployed  and  advanced  as  skirmishers  through  the 
woods  while  the  night  battle  raged  to  their  left,  their  position  being 
on  the  extreme  right  near  the  Ely's  Ford  road. 

The  regiment  operated  in  the  rear  of  the  Confederate  lines  next 
day,  capturing  a  picket  line  and  over  a  hundred  other  prisoners,  and 
on  the  4th,  accompanied  by  the  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  and  Hall's 
Battery,  made  a  reconnaissance  to  near  Ely's  Ford,  where  the  enemy 
was  found  in  strong  force,  when  the  expedition  returned  to  its 
place  in  the  lines.  On  the  6th  the  regiment  recrosscd  the  river 
with  the  rest  of  Hooker's  army  and  went  into  camp  near  White  Oak 
Church,  having  lost  six  men — two  wounded  and  four  missing. 

The  Gettysburg  campaign,  so  far  as  the  Twelfth  Regiment  was 
concerned,  began  on  the  12th  of  June,  when  camp  was  struck  and 
the  command  marched  about  the  middle  of  tin;  afternoon  for  Rap- 
pahannock Station,  which  was  reached  early  next  morning.  There 
was  a  halt  of  24  hours,  then  on  by  way  of  Manassas,  Guilford's 
Station  and  Leesburg,  which  was  reached  on  the  17th  as  Mosby's 
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troopers  were  leaving.  After  two  days  at  Leesburg  the  corps 
marched  back  to  Guilford,  where  it  remained  till  the  25th,  when  it 
crossed  the  Potomac  at  Edwards  Ferry  and  camped  that  night  at 
Poolesville,  pressing  on  during  the  next  two  days  to  Middletown, 
some  miles  west  of  Frederick,  where  it  received  intelligence  of  the 
transfer  of  the  command  of  the  army  to  General  Meade. 

The  regiment  camped  near  Emmittsburg  on  the  29th,  and  on  the 
30th  moved  but  two  or  three  miles.  Early  in  the  morning  of  July 
1  it  started  on  the  march  to  Gettysburg,  which  was  reached  soon 
after  the  opening  of  the  fight.  After  a  brief  halt  in  front  of  the 
Theological  Seminary,  to  the  west  of  the  town,  Baxter's  Brigade, 
numbering  in  its  five  regiments  but  1,100  men,  moved  by  the  flank 
to  the  north  and  formed  along  the  Mummasburg  road,  Company  K  de- 
ploying and  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  driving  the  hostile  skirmish- 
ers from  a  stone-wall  in  its  front.  No  other  troops  were  at  that  time 
in  its  immediate  front,  but  a  demonstration  on  the  left  soon  caused 
a  change  of  front  in  that  direction,  followed  presently  by  another  to 
the  right.  The  enemy's  superior  force  was  thus  beaten  back  from 
both  flanks,  when  Iverson's  North  Carolina  Brigade  marched  up 
close  in  front  of  Baxter's  Brigade,  as  it  laid  behind  a  stone-wall.  At 
the  proper  moment  such  an  accurate  and  terrible  fire  was  poured  in 
by  the  Twelfth  and  its  fellow-regiments  that  the  Confederate  com- 
mand was  almost  exterminated,  and  the  great  majority  of  those  not 
killed  or  wounded  surrendered,  though  a  few  succeeded  in  slipping 
away  after  showing  a  white  flag. 

The  brigade  being  out  of  ammunition  was  relieved  by  the  First 
Brigade,  commanded  by  General  Paul ;  but  the  exigencies  of  battle 
were  so  great  that  it  was  again  placed  in  line  to  the  left  of  its 
former  position  with  empty  guns  and  fixed  bayonets,  receiving  the 
enemy's  fire  and  holding  its  ground  till  the  giving  way  of  the  flanks 
made  its  position  utterly  untenable,  when  it  retired  through  the 
town  to  Cemetery  Hill,  where  the  Union  line  was  reconstructed. 
The  calling  of  the  roll  showed  the  heroic  nature  of  the  service  ren- 
dered by  the  Twelfth  Regiment  during  that  day  of  trial.  Taking 
about  200  into  action,  its  loss  up  to  that  time  had  been  nine 
killed,  41  wounded  and  61  missing.  First  Lieutenants  Francis 
Thomas  of  Weymouth  and  Charles  G.  Russell  of  Boston  were  the 
officers  killed.  During  the  remaining  two  days  of  the  battle  what 
was  left  of  the  regiment  was  in  support  of  various  portions  of  the 
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line,  being  ordered  from  Cemetery  Hill  on  the  last  day  to  assist  in 
the  repulse  of  Pickett's  charge  and  suffering  a  further  loss  of  three 
wounded  making  the  total  casualties  of  the  battle  114. 

During  the  first  day  or  two  of  the  march  from  Gettysburg  one 
company  was  absent  from  the  regiment  on  detail,  leaving  a  force  of 
70  men  to  accompany  the  colors.  The  route  was  by  way  of  Emmitts- 
burg,  Belleville  and  Boonsboro  to  Funkstown,  which  was  reached 
on  the  12th,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  being  resumed  on  that  day, 
with  a  sharp  artillery  duel  the  following  morning.  Then  followed 
the  retreat  of  Lee  across  the  Potomac,  and  the  march  of  the  Twelfth 
to  Williamsport  and  by  way  of  Rohrersville  to  Berlin  on  the  16th. 
After  a  rest  of  two  days  the  river  was  crossed  and  from  that  time 
till  the  2d  of  August  the  record  is  one  of  almost  incessant  march- 
ing till  the  division  reached  and  halted  at  Rappahannock  Station. 

While  encamped  there  the  regiment  received  the  batch  of  con- 
scripts— 176  in  number — for  which  Colonel  Bates  had  made  a  trip 
•  to  Massachusetts ;  these  were  distributed  to  the  various  companies, 
and  other  squads  were  sent  on  during  the  fall, — but  many  of  the 
new  men  deserted  at  the  first  opportunity.  On  the  12th  of  Septem- 
ber Captain  Cook  received  the  commission  of  major  and  assumed 
command  of  the  regiment  in  the  absence  of  the  colonel ;  on  the 
16th  the  brigade  crossed  the  Rappahannock  and  advanced  to  Cul- 
peper,  marching  to  and  across  the  Rapidan  at  Raccoon  Ford  on 
the  24th,  retiring  to  Mitchell's  Station  on  the  29th. 

The  northward  movement  of  the  Union  army  began  on  the  10th 
of  October,  Stuart's  cavalry  following  the  retiring  columns  closely, 
and  the  shots  from  his  skirmishers  frequently  penetrated  the  Federal 
camps.  In  this  movement  the  Twelfth  reached  the  old  Bull  Run 
battle-field  on  the  14th,  remaining  near  Groveton  till  the  23d  when 
an  expedition  was  made  to  the  other  side  of  Thoroughfare  Gap, 
from  which  on  the  26th  the  regiment  returned  to  Bristoe's  Station, 
where  it  remained  while  the  railroad  was  being  repaired,  beginning 
its  southward  journey  on  the  6th  of  November.  On  the  8th  the 
Rappahannock  was  forded  at  Kelly's  Ford,  bivouac  being  made  at 
Brandy  Station,  from  which  on  the  following  day  the  Twelfth  re- 
turned to  Bealton,  a  few  miles  north  of  the  Rappahannock. 

From  this  vicinitv  the  command  inarched  on  the  Mine  Run  cam- 
paign,  from  the  26th  of  November  to  the  2d  of  December,  having 
their  full  share  of  the  suffering  from  cold  and  storm,  reaching 
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Kelly's  Ford  on  the  return  and  fording  it  twice  within  24  hours, 
the  cold  water  waist  deep,  after  which  the  order  for  winter  quarters 
was  promulgated.  These  were  completed  and  occupied  on  the  13th, 
and  ten  days  later  marching  orders  came,  taking  the  regiment  to 
Cedar  Run ;  the  1st  of  January,  1864,  it  was  shifted  to  Cedar 
Mountain,  on  the  5th  to  Culpeper,  where  it  was  quartered  in  some  ' 
vacant  warehouses ;  on  the  29th  camp  was  located  a  mile  and  a 
half  out  on  the  Sperryvillc  pike  where  the  third  winter  quarters 
were  built.  This  camp  was  occupied  till  the  opening  of  the  spring 
campaign,  the  only  incident  of  note  being  the  expedition  of  the 
corps  to  Raccoon  Ford  on  the  5th  of  February,  when  the  troops 
floundered  through  a  sea  of  mud  for  three  days  to  divert  the  enemy's 
attention  from  operations  by  the  Union  cavalry. 

The  First  Corps  organization  was  abolished  on  the  24th  of  March 
at  the  reorganization  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 'under  direction 
of  General  Grant,  General  Robinson's  Division  unchanged  being 
made  the  Second  Division  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  General  Warren 
commanding,  and  General  Newton,  who  had  commanded  the  First 
Corps  from  the  second  day  at  Gettysburg,  bade  his  faithful  soldiers 
farewell.  The  white  disk  which  the  members  of  the  Twelfth  had 
worn  on  their  caps  was  retained  with  the  blue  Maltese  cross  of  the 
Fifth  Corps  resting  upon  it. 

With  their  division  the  Twelfth  marched  into  the  terrible  tangle 
of  the  Wilderness,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  engagement  were  in 
support  of  the  attacking  divisions,  but  soon  after  the  brigade  joined 
Wadsworth's  Division  in  seeking  for  the  Confederate  flank.  Mov- 
ing to  the  left  they  advanced  through  the  dense  forest  till  the 
<>nemy  was  encountered,  or  rather  the  flash  and  smoke  of  his  rifles, 
for  nothing  else  was  visible  through  the  thicket.  A  sharp  musket 
fire  was  kept  up  till  dark,  when  the  opposing  forces  rested  on  their 
arms  but  a  few  yards  apart.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  through  the 
day  was  13  killed  and  42  wounded,  among  the  former  being  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Allen,  who  was  serving  on  General  Robinson  s  staff. 

The  Twelfth  deployed  as  skirmishers  at  daylight  next  morning, 
advanced  at  the  double-quick  closely  followed  by  the  rest  of  the 
brigade,  and  drove  the  enemy  some  distance,  till  a  battery  was  on- 
countered  which  checked  the  Union  advance  with  showers  of  can  is- 
ter.  So  unfavorable  was  the  ground  for  military  operations  that 
the  regiment  was  divided  into  groups  that  were  not  reunited  till 
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dark  near  the  Lacey  house,  when  they  were  ordered  into  rifle-pits. 
The  loss  of  the  command  during  the  day  was  four  killed  and  21 
wounded.    General  Baxter  was  wounded,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  . 
command  of  the  brigade  by  Colonel  Coulter  of  the  Eleventh  Penn- 
sylvania Veterans. 

The  enemy  attacked  the  position  of  the  Twelfth  on  the  morning 
of  the  7th,  but  were  easily  repelled  by  four  companies  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  Hastings,  whose  loss  was  two  killed  and  four 
wounded.  That  night  the  march  toward  Spottsylvania  by  the 
Brock  road  began,  and  morning  found  the  Twelfth  at  Todd's  Tavern 
leading  the  corps.  At  this  point  the  regiment  deployed  on  the  right 
of  the  road,  with  the  Ninth  New  York  on  the  left,  and  pressed 
vigorously  forward  for  two  miles  when  Merritt's  cavalry  were  found 
checked  by  obstructions  in  the  road,  which  proved  so  serious  for 
the  infantry  as  well  that  it  was  8  o'clock  when  the  head  of  the 
column  reached  the  clearing  at  Alsop's  Farm.  There  a  sharp  fire 
was  received  from  the  enemy's  dismounted  cavalry,  but  the  Twelfth 
deployed  as  skirmishers  and  after  a  sharp  struggle  drove  them  from 
the  woods  and  back  to  the  strong  lines  of  Anderson's  Corps.  There 
a  long  and  fierce  contest  ensued,  with  determined  charges  and 
counter-charges,  neither  side  gaining  any  great  advantage  and  both 
finally  intrenching.  General  Robinson,  division  commander,  was 
wounded  at  the  opening  of  the  struggle.  The  loss  of  the  Twelfth 
was  five  killed  and  11  wounded.  Next  day  the  division,  owing  to 
its  heavy  loss  in  both  officers  and  men,  was  broken  up,  the  Second 
Brigade  being  assigned  to  the  Third  Division — General  Crawford's. 
On  the  morning  of  the  10th  the  brigade  moved  to  Jones's  Planta- 
tion, drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets  at  Laurel  Hill  and  at  3  o'clock 
carried  the  position  in  their  front,  the  Twelfth  losing  Captain  John 
8.  Stoddard  of  North  Bridgewater,  Second  Lieutenant  Edward  J. 
Kidder  of  Boston  and  three  others  killed  and  18  wounded. 

After  one  day's  rest  in  the  rifle-pits  the  regiment  took  part  in  the 
assaults  which  were  made  by  the  Fifth  Corps  on  the  morning  of 
the  12th,  in  conjunction  with  the  successful  attack  by  Hancock  at 
the  Angle;  the  part  assigned  to  General  Warren  being  simply  diver- 
sion and  resulting  only  in  repulse  and  loss  of  life,  the  Twelfth  hav- 
ing four  killed  and  13  wounded,  First  Lieutenant  William  Robinson 
of  Charlestown  being  among  the  fatally  hurt.  The  next  day  the 
regiment  went  on  the  skirmish  line,  Colonel  Bates  having  command 
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of  the  corps  picket  line,  and  in  the  afternoon  an  attempt  to  with- 
draw provoked  so  sharp  a  pursuit  by  the  enemy  that  the  men  were 
ordered  into  line  of  battle  to  repel  the  pursuit.  No  further  casual- 
ties occurred  in  the  regiment  during  the  battle,  though  till  the 
evacuation  on  the  21st  it  was  moving  from  point  to  point,  constantly 
exposed  to  hardship  and  the  enemy's  fire.  On  the  18th  Colonel 
Coulter  was  wounded  and  Colonel  Bates  took  command  of  the  bri- 
gade, which  he  retained  till  the  regiment  left  for  home,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Cook  commanding  the  Twelfth. 

The  Fifth  Corps  began  to  move  southward  at  10  o'clock  on  the 
forenoon  of  the  21st,  reaching  Guiney's  Station  late  in  the  after- 
noon, where  the  enemy's  cavalry  began  to  be  encountered.  The 
latter  were  forced  back  beyond  the  Matapony  where  the  brigade  in- 
trenched on  favorable  ground,  the  Twelfth  going  upon  picket. 
Next  morning  Colonel  Bates  was  ordered  forward  with  his  brigade 
on  a  reconnaissance,  pushing  back  the  Confederate  cavalry  three 
miles  to  the  Telegraph  road  and  obtaining  from  prisoners  and  from 
citizens  such  information  in  regard  to  the  movement  of  Lee's  army 
as  changed  the  entire  plan  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  for  which 
the  command  received  special  thanks  in  a  general  order. 

The  brigade  rejoined  the  division  that  night  and  the  next  day 
pushed  on  to  the  North  Anna,  which  was  crossed  at  Jericho  Ford. 
During  the  engagement  at  that  point  the  regiment  was  constantly 
active  and  much  of  the  time  on  the  picket  line,  but  met  only  the 
loss  of  one  wounded  and  Captain  Hastings  captured  while  recon- 
noitering  in  front  of  the  pickets,  till  the  25th,  when  the  skirmish- 
ers were  ordered  forward  and  met  with  sharp  opposition  for  two 
hours,  during  which  First  Lieutenant  David  B.  Burrill  of  Weymouth 
was  killed  and  several  were  wounded. 

The  position  across  the  North  Anna  was  evacuated  in  the  evening 
of  the  26th,  and  the  regiment  marched  almost  incessantly  till  the 
morning  of  the  28th  when  it  crossed  the  Pamunkey,  intrenching  on 
the  south  bank  that  evening.  After  a  day  of  marching  and  coun- 
termarching, the  brigade  was  ordered  on  the  30th  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Lockwood,  whose  division  waB  in  the  advance  of  the  Fifth 
Corps  beyond  Bethesda  Church.  They  were  soon  called  into  action 
by  the  giving  away  of  another  brigade,  when  Colonel  Bates  led  his 
command  promptly  into  the  gap  and  repelled  the  enemy  after  an 
hour's  struggle.    The  Twelfth  were  not  again  severely  engaged  dur- 
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ing  the  12  days'  contest  about  Cold  Harbor,  though  in  common 
with  the  other  troops  of  the  corps  frequently  changing  position, 
often  on  the  skirmish  line,  digging  intrench ments  or  lying  in  them, 
with  but  occasionally  a  few  hours  of  unbroken  rest.  The  regi- 
mental loss  was  but  a  few  slightly  wounded. 

The  movement  of  the  regiment  toward  Petersburg  began  early  in 
the  morning  of  the  11th  of  June,  and  continued  without  bivouac 
till  afternoon  of  the  12th.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  brigade 
was  sent  forward  to  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  where  the  enemy 
was  found  strongly  posted  on  the  other  side  and  a  sharp  duel  of 
rifles  and  artillery  was  kept  up  across  the  stream  till  dark,  when 
the  Twelfth  Regiment  quitted  its  customary  place  on  the  skirmish 
line  and  followed  the  army  toward  the  James  river,  having  lost 
four  wounded  in  the  engagement. 

The  regiment  crossed  the  James  on  steamers  the  16th,  and 
marched  to  within  two  or  three  miles  of  Petersburg.  The  division 
supported  the  Ninth  Corps  in  its  engagement  of  the  17th,  and  the 
next  dav  the  Twelfth  were  again  on  the  skirmish  line,  and  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cook  drove  the  enemy  from  the 
railroad  in  fine  style  preparatory  to  the  attack  of  the  brigade  in 
connection  with  Griffin's  Division  and  the  Ninth  Corps  later.  A 
point  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  hostile  works  was  reached, 
held  and  intrenched.  There  the  regiment  remained  till  the  expira- 
tion of  its  term  of  service,  lying  in  the  trenches,  extending  the 
fortifications  or  constructing  a  covered  way  to  the  rear. 

Colonel  Bates  returned  to  the  regiment  on  the  25th,  it  moved  to 
the  rear  for  the  last  time,  and  prepared  to  return  to  Massachusetts 
and  the  pursuits  of  peace.  The  re-enlisted  men  and  recruits,  241 
in  number,  of  whom  125  were  present  for  duty, — were  turned  over 
to  the  Thirty-ninth  Regiment  and  the  remainder — 85 — marched  to 
City  Point  and  took  steamer  to  Washington,  whence  they  were 
forwarded  to  Boston  by  rail.  Along  the  route  invalids  and  absen- 
tees rejoined  the  command  till  it  numbered  170  when  Boston  was 
reached  on  the  morning  of  July  1.  The  reception  at  Faneuil  Hall 
was  worthy  the  proud  record  of  the  Twelfth,  and  at  its  conclusion 
the  men  were  furloughed  till  the  8th,  when  they  re-assembled  on 
Boston  Common  and  the  "  Webster  Regiment "  was  formally  mus- 
tered out  of  service  by  Lieutenant  Moroney  of  the  United  States 
Army. 
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THE  Thirteenth  Regiment  was  the  outgrowth  of  the  Fourth 
Battalion  of  Rifles,  of  which  organization  two  companies  had 
been  formed  during  the  winter  of  1860-61  and  the  other  two 
directly  after  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter.  The  battalion  was  com- 
manded by  Major  Samuel  H.  Leonard  of  Boston,  who  had  been 
brigadier  general  of  the  Worcester  Brigade,  while  most  of  the  sub- 
ordinate officers  had  made  their  mark  in  the  militia  organizations 
of  Boston.  Having  uniformed  themselves  and  applied  for  any  pos- 
sible military  service,  the  four  companies  were  on  the  2oth  of  May, 
1801,  sent  with  an  additional  company  from  Roxbury  to  garrison 
Fort  Independence  in  Boston  Harbor.  The  battalion  remained  at 
the  fort  on  duty  till  the  early  part  of  July,  when  live  other  com- 
panies were  added  to  complete  the  regimental  organization  which 
it  had  been  decided  to  form.  On  the  16th  of  July  the  regiment  was 
sufficiently  complete  to  admit  of  muster,  with  the  following  roster 
of  officers,  Boston  being  the  place  of  residence  unless  otherwise 
designated : — 

Colonel,  Samuel  H.  Leonard  ;  lieutenant  colonel,  N.Walter  Batchel- 
der  ;  major,  J.  Parker  Gould  of  Stonoham  ;  surgeon,  Allston  W.  Whit- 
ney of  Framingham;  assistant  surgeon,  J.  Theodore  Heard  ;  chaplain, 
Noah  M.  Gaylord ;  adjutant,  David  H.  Brail  lee ;  quartermaster. 
George  E.  Craig;  sergeant  major,  Elliott  C.  Pierce  of  Weymouth; 
quartermaster  sergeant,  Thomas  R.  Wells  of  Cambridge  ;  commissary 
sergeant,  ^lelvin  S.  Smith  ;  hospital  steward,  John  H.  White  of  Cam- 
bridgeport;  leader  of  band,  Thomas  C.  Richardson  of  Sudbury. 

Company  A,  Boston  City  Guard — Captain,  James  A.  Fox  ;  first 
lieutenant,  Samuel  N.  Neat ;  second  lieutenant,  George  Bush. 

Company  B  —  Captain,  Josephs.  Cary;  first  lieutenant,  John  G. 
Hovey  ;  second  lieutenant,  Augustus  N.  Sampson. 

Company  C — Captain,  John  Kurtz;  first  lieutenant,  William  B. 
Jackson  of  Watertown ;  second  lieutenant,  Walter  U.  Judson  of 
Chelsea. 
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Company  D — Captain,  Augustine  Harlow ;  first  lieutenant,  Charles 
H.  Hovey ;  second  lieutenant,  William  H.  Cary. 

Company  E — Captain,  Charles  R.  M.  Pratt ;  first  lieutenant,  Joseph 
Colburn ;  second  lieutenant,  Edwin  R.  Frost,  all  of  Roxbury. 

Company  F — Captain,  Henry  Whitcorabof  Boston  ;  first  lieutenant, 
Abel  H.  Pope  ;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  F.  Morse,  both  of  Marlboro. 

Company  G,  Grey  Eagles — Captain,  Eben  W.  Fiske ;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Loring  S.  Richardson;  second  lieutenant,  John  H.  Foley  all  of 
Stoneham. 

Company  H,  Mechanic  Riflemen  —  Captain,  William  L.  Clark  of 
Dorchester  ;  first  lieutenant,  Perry  D.  Chamberlain  ;  second  lieuten- 
ant, Francis  Jenks,  both  of  Natick. 

Company  I — Captain,  Robert  C.  H.  Screiber  of  Boston;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Moses  P.  Palmer ;  second  lieutenant,  David  L.  Brown  of 
Marlboro. 

Company  K,  Westboro  Rifles — Captain,  William  P.  Blackmer  of 
Westboro  ;  first  lieutenant,  William  B.  Bacon  of  Worcester ;  second 
lieutenant,  Charles  B.  Fox  of  Dorchester. 

The  regiment  left  Fort  Independence  July  29,  taking  cars  by 
way  of  Worcester  and  Norwich,  halting  in  New  York  a  portion  of 
the  following  day,  going  thence  by  the  Camden  and  Amboy  railroad 
via  Philadelphia  and  Harrisburg  to  Hagerstown,  Md.,  where  it  ar- 
rived on  the  1st  of  August.  Resting  there  a  day,  it  made  a  con- 
tinuous march  of  2G  miles  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Harper's 
Ferry,  but  two  days  later  retraced  its  steps  some  15  miles  and 
crossed  the  mountains  to  Sharpsburg,  where  it  was  ordered  to  guard 
the  fords  in  that  vicinity,  forming  a  part  of  General  Charles  S. 
Hamilton's  (afterward  Stilcs's)  Second  Brigade,  Banks's  Division. 
The  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  were  the  Ninth  New  York 
Militia  (Eighty-third  Volunteers),  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  and 
Third  Wisconsin. 

Four  of  the  companies  were  placed  on  duty  at  head-quarters  in 
Sharpsburg,  two  each  at  Antietam  Ford,  Shepardstown  Ford  and  a 
point  some  miles  up  the  river.  These  positions  were  held  till  the 
21st,  when  the  command  re-assembled  at  Sharpsburg  and  set  out  for 
Sandy  Hook,  opposite  Harper's  Ferry,  having  during  its  picket  duty 
taken  part  in  several  skirmishes  across  the  Potomac,  in  which  some 
men  had  been  wounded,  and  one  or  two  killed.  Two  companies 
were  now  put  on  guard  at  the  river,  the  rest  of  the  regiment  bivou- 
acking near  by  till  the  3d  of  September,  when  it  was  ordered  to 
General  Banks's  head-quarters  at  Darnestown,  one  company  being 
sent  to  Monocacy  Junction  to  inspect  the  railroad  trains  passing 
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that  point.  Colonel  Leonard  with  his  seven  remaining  companies 
was  on  the  10th  of  October  ordered  to  Williamsport,  60  miles  up  the 
river,  where  he  arrived  on  the  14th,  and  was  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  district  between  "Harper's  Ferry  and  Hancock.  The 
regiment  remained  on  duty  in  the  vicinity  of  Williamsport  during 
the  balance  of  the  year,  making  excursions  to  other  points  as  raid- 
ing forces  of  the  enemy  appeared,  and  engaged  in  picket  and  other 
service,  enduring  much  hardship,  but  maintaining  a  health  record 
surpassed  by  very  few  regiments  in  the  army.  The  three  detached 
companies  rejoined  the  main  body  the  last  of  October.  Late  in 
November,  and  again  early  in  January,  1862,  four  companies  were 
sent  to  Hancock,  in  response  to  calls  for  reinforcements,  and  on  the 
latter  occasion  the  detachment  remained  there  till  the  end  of  the 
month,  when  it  rejoined  the  regiment  at  Williamsport,  where  it  had 
gone  into  44  winter  quarters." 

The  winter  camp  at  Williamsport  was  occupied  till  late  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1862,  the  regiment  furnishing  frequent  details,  many  of 
them  of  a  permanent  nature  for  duty  in  the  neighborhood ;  but 
on  the  24th  of  that  month  the  detachments  had  all  been  called  in 
and  marching  orders  were  received,  though  the  command  did  not 
move  till  the  1st  of  March.  It  then  crossed  the  Potomac  and 
marched  till  far  into  the  night,  when  it  reached  Martinsburg  and 
was  quartered  in  some  vacant  buildings.  After  remaining  there 
till  the  6th,  another  march  was  made,  taking  the  regiment  to  Bun- 
ker Hill,  where  it  joined  its  brigade  and  was  quartered  in  a  church 
and  some  neighboring  buildings.  It  left  Bunker  Hill  on  the  11th, 
having  been  assigned  to  another  brigade,  and  reached  Winchester 
on  the  12th,  being  made  provost  guard  in  that  city,  but  on  the  20th 
it  was  relieved  and  joined  the  Second  Brigade  of  Banks's  Division, 
commanded  by  General  Abercrombie,  to  which  it  had  been  assigned. 
Its  associate  regiments  were  the  Twelfth  Massachusetts,  Twelfth 
and  Sixteenth  Indiana  and  Eighty-third  New  York. 

On  being  relieved  from  duty  in  the  city  the  regiment  began  a 
march  toward  Washington,  the  column  crossing  the  Blue  Ridge, 
retracing  its  steps  from  Aldie  through  the  (Jap  on  the  supposition 
that  General  Banks  needed  reinforcement,  then  facing  about  and 
continuing  eastward  till  on  the  2d  of  April  the  main  body  of  the 
regiment  had  reached  Warrenton  Junction,  Company  A  having 
been  left  at  Manassas  Junction.    During  the  seven  weeks  which 
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followed  the  Thirteenth  remained  on  duty  along  the  railroad  in  that 
vicinity,  its  brigade  connections  being  again  changed  by  the  consti- 
tuting of  the  forces  under  General  Banks  a  corps,  known  at  that 
time  as  the  Fifth.  The  Thirteenth  was  made  part  of  General 
Ilartsufl's  Brigade  of  Williams's  Division,  and  associated  with  it 
were  the  Fifth  Connecticut,  Twenty-eighth  New  York,  First  Mary- 
land, Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  and  Twelfth  Indiana  Regiments. 

This  arrangement  lasted  but  a  short  time,  as  the  establishing  of 
the  Department  of  the  Rappahannock,  under  command  of  General 
McDowell,  called  for  a  reorganization,  and  IlartsufT's  Brigade  was 
reduced  to  four  regiments,  comprising  besides  the  Thirteenth  the 
Twelfth  Massachusetts,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  and  Eighty-third 
New  York.  It  was  designated  as  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Divis- 
ion, McDowell's  Corps ;  General  E.  O.  C.  Ord  was  the  division  com- 
mander. On  the  12th  of  May  the  regiment  began  the  march  toward 
Fredericksburg,  halting  at  Falmouth  on  the  14th  and  remaining 
there  with  some  changes  of  camp  and  short  excursions  in  the  vicin 
ity  till  the  25th.  It  then  marched  to  Acquia  Creek  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  went  by  transport  John  Brooks  to  Alexandria,  whence 
it  was  taken  by  rail  to  Thoroughfare  Gap  and  marched  on  the  31st 
to  Front  Royal,  passing  on  to  Strasburg  and  beyond  in  the  next  few 
days,  but  returning  to  Front  Royal  on  the  4th  of  June,  with  the 
loss  of  two  members  of  the  pioneer  detail  drowned.  Remaining 
there  till  the  17th,  the  regiment  took  cars  back  to  Manassas,  where 
a  further  halt  was  made  till  the  4th  of  July,  when  the  location  was 
changed  to  near  Gainesville  where  the  month  passed. 

The  regiment  took  part  in  the  advance  to  Cedar  Mountain,  August 
9,  but  was  not  actively  engaged  and  met  with  no  loss.  It  had  part 
in  the  subsequent  strategic  movements  preceding  the  Second  Bull 
Run  battle,  the  division,  at  that  time  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Ricketts,  marching  to  Thoroughfare  Gap  on  the  28th,  and 
though  it  arrived  late  in  the  day  serving  to  delay  the  march  of  Long- 
street's  Corps,  which  was  coming  down  that  way  to  unite  with  Jack- 
sun.  The  Thirteenth  lost  two  members  of  Company  F  killed.  The 
division  fell  back  at  night  to  Bristoe  Station,  a  movement  which 
took  it  out  of  position  for  the  fighting  of  the  next  day.  During 
the  early  part  of  the  30th,  the  final  day  of  the  battle,  the  division 
was  massed  as  support  to  the  Union  right,  and  moved  to  various 
points  in  that  capacity  ;  but  in  the  afternoon  it  was  ordered  to  the 
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left,  where  General  Longstreet  was  making  great  efforts  to  gain 
possession  of  the  Centerville  turnpike.  HartsufFs  Brigade  (com- 
manded by  Colonel  John  W.  Stiles,  Hartsuff  being  ill  )  moved  in 
the  rear  of  the  front  line  then  in  action  and  took  position  in  support 
of  the  left,  the  Thirteenth  being  the  extreme  left  regiment  of  the 
line,  near  the  Henry  House.  The  front  line  soon  gave  away, 
when  the  Thirteenth  opened  fire,  and  though  exposed  to  an  enfilad- 
ing fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  fought  gallantly  for  some  time, 
though  constantly  losing  heavily.  While  the  regiment  was  attempt- 
ing to  execute  an  order  to  occupy  a  piece  of  woods  a  short  distance 
at  the  left,  which  the  enemy  had  already  gained,  the  whole  Union 
left  gave  way,  and  the  Thirteenth  with  other  troops  were  obliged  to 
fall  back,  rallying  in  the  rear  of  the  hospitals,  and  at  night-fall  re- 
treating still  further, continuing  the  retrogade  movement  to  Center- 
ville next  morning.  The  loss  of  the  Thirteenth  in  the  battle  was 
193,  of  whom  11*  were  killed,  108  wounded  and  GO  missing. 

The  battle  closed  an  unfortunate  campaign,  so  far  as  the  Federal 
leaders  were  concerned,  only  to  open  it  immediately  under  new 
management.  General  Lee,  at  the  head  of  the  victorious  Confeder- 
ates, turned  toward  Maryland,  hoping  to  win  that  commonwealth  to 
the  cause  of  secession  and  wishing  to  carry  the  field  of  strife  away 
from  Virginia.  General  Pope  was  relieved  from  command,  the 
Army  of  Virginia  with  which  he  had  been  operating  ceased  to  exist- 
as  such,  but  was  consolidated  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
General  McClellan,  the  restored  commander-in-chief,  marched  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy,  reorganizing  his  army  as  he  went.  By  this 
change  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  found  itself  designated  as  belong- 
ing to  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  First  Corps.  General 
Hooker  commanded  the  corps,  but  the  division  and  brigade  com- 
manders were  unchanged. 

The  regiment  was  with  its  division  in  support  and  not  actively 
engaged  at  the  battle  of  South  Mountain,  September  14,  hut  in  the 
fierce  battle  of  the  Antietam,  three  days  later,  it  had  its  full  share. 
Near  night  of  the  16th,  Hooker's  Corps  crossed  the  creek  and  took 
position  well  up  to  the  left,  of  the  Confederate  line  of  battle,  after 
some  fighting  in  which  the  Thirteenth  did  not  take  part.  Rickctts's 
Division  had  the  left  of  the  corps,  and  when  the  advance  was  made 
next  morning  Hartsuff's  Brigade  had  the  center  of  the  division,  with 
the  other  two  brigades  in  echelon,  the  Thirteenth  being  the  left 
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center  regiment.  The  line  advanced  for  some  distance  till  it  came 
under  a  heavy  fire  and  was  within  a  few  hundred  feet  of  the  enemy 
when  it  opened  fire  and  the  action  became  deadly.  The  two 
right  regiments  of  the  brigade  were  after  a  stubborn  contest  obliged 
to  fall  back,  having  suffered  severe  loss ;  another  regiment  took 
their  places  and  that  in  turn  gave  way.  The  regiment  at  the  left, 
the  Eighty-third  New  York,  was  also  obliged  to  fall  back,  so  that 
before  the  order  came  to  the  Thirteenth  to  retire  it  was  left  alone 

* 

of  the  brigade  line.  The  few  hundred  men  that  remained  of  the 
division  were  reformed  and  placed  in  line,  ready  to  respond  to  any 
call  which  might  be  made  upon  them,  but  they  were  not  again  sent 
into  the  fight.  The  loss  of  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  during  the  two 
hours  or  less  that  it  had  been  engaged  reached  139,  of  whom  15 
were  killed,  120  wounded  and  four  missing. 

Following  the  battle  the  regiment  remained  in  camp  near  the  field 
till  the  26th  of  October,  when  the  march  southward  began ;  the 
Potomac  was  crossed  at  Berlin  on  the  30th,  and  on  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber camp  was  pitched  within  a  short  distance  of  Warrenton.  On 
the  8th  the  regiment  marched  to  Rappahannock  Station,  on  the  18th 
to  Stafford  Court  House,  and  on  the  23d  to  Brooks's  Station,  where 
it  remained  till  on  the  9th  of  December  it  began  to  feel  its  way 
toward  what  was  to  be  the  battlefield  of  Fredericksburg.  The  Thir- 
teenth still  belonged  to  the  same  brigade  and  division,  but  not  a  few 
changes  had  occurred  among  the  commanders.  General  Burnside 
had  taken  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac ;  the  First 
Corps  was  commanded  by  General  Reynolds,  the  Second  Division 
by  General  John  Gibbon,  and  the  Third  Brigade  by  General  Nelson 
Taylor.  The  Twelfth  Massachusetts  Regiment  had  been  transferred 
to  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  same  division,  and  the  Ninety-seventh 
New  York  and  Eighty-eighth  Pennsylvania  were  added  to  the  Third 
Brigade. 

The  Thirteenth  with  their  division  crossed  the  Rappahannock  at 
Franklin's  bridges,  some  three  miles  below  the  city  of  Fredericks- 
burg, early  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  moving  to  the  left  near  the 
river,  where  the  regiment  deployed  as  skirmishers,  advanced  to  the 
Richmond  stage  road,  and  remained  during  the  night  which  fol- 
lowed and  next  morning  till  the  opening  of  the  battle.  The  skir- 
mish line  moved  forward  and  engaged  the  enemy,  keeping  up  a 
sharp  fire  till  the  division  in  line  of  battle  advanced  and  passed  to 
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the  front.  The  eight  companies  of  the  Thirteenth  which  had  heen 
on  the  skirmish  line  for  24  hours  then  rallied  on  the  two  in  re- 
serve and  the  regiment  was  sent  to  the  rear  for  a  fresh  supply  of 
ammunition.  Before  it  was  ready  to  resume  active  operations  at 
the  front  the  fight  there  had  practically  ceased ;  General  Meade's 
Division,  the  Third,  had  made  its  magnificent  attack,  supported  by 
the  Second  (Gibbon's),  and  the  shattered  forces  had  fallen  back 
with  heavy  loss.  General  Gibbon  was  wounded  and  General  Tay- 
lor assumed  command  of  the  division,  placing  the  Third  Brigade 
in  the  hands  of  Colonel  Leonard.  Position  was  taken  near  the 
Richmond  road,  where  the  brigade  remained  during  the  night.  It 
staid  in  that  vicinity,  in  fact,  till  the  withdrawal  of  the  Federal 
troops  from  that  side  of  the  river,  no  further  fighting  of  conse- 
quence taking  place.  Recrossing  on  the  night  of  the  15th,  the 
regiment  at  first  bivouacked  some  two  miles  from  the  river,  but  on 
the  19th  it  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Fletcher's  Chapel  into  a  more 
permanent  camp.  The  loss  of  the  Thirteenth  during  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg  was  but  three  killed  and  11  wounded,  its  service  on 
the  skirmish  line  having  saved  it  from  the  severe  loss  which  had 
met  the  regiments  forming  the  line  of  battle.  At  the  close  of  the 
engagement,  though  the  largest  regiment  in  the  brigade  in  num- 
bers, it  had  but  314  present  for  duty. 

The  Thirteenth  shared  in  the  Mud  March  of  January  20,  1863, 
on  which  day  it  broke  camp  and  advanced  a  few  miles  beyond 
Stoneman's  Switch,  where  on  the  21st  it  was  obliged  to  halt  owing 
to  the  impassable  nature  of  the  roads,  returning  to  the  old  camps 
on  the  23d.  No  other  event  of  importance  occurred  till  the  open- 
ing of  the  Chancellorsvillc  campaign  under  General  Hooker,  when 
on  the  28th  of  April  the  First  Corps  marched  toward  the  Rappa- 
hannock, taking  position  below  Pollock's  Mill,  where  bridges  were 
thrown  across  the  river  and  one  division  crossed  to  the  Spottsyl- 
vania  shore  and  established  a  line  of  battle  covering  the  bridge 
heads.  While  lying  near  the  river  on  the  north  bank  on  the  30th 
the  regiment  was  fired  upon  by  the  Confederate  artillery  from  be- 
yond the  river,  by  which  Company  F  suffered  a  severe  loss,  Captain 
George  Bush  and  Second  Lieutenant  William  Cordwell  of  West- 
boro  being  killed  and  Sergeant  J.  S.  Fay  losing  an  arm  and  a  leg. 
Taking  shelter  behind  the  embankments  of  the  highway,  the  regi- 
ment was  protected  from  further  loss,  and  remained  in  that  vicinity 
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till  the  2d  of  May,  when  it  was  ordered  to  the  right  where  the 
main  battle  was  being  fought  under  the  immediate  command  of 
General  Hooker.  The  First  Corps  crossed  the  Rappahannock  at 
United  States  Ford  and  late  that  evening  took  position  on  the  Ely's 
Ford  road  at  the  right  of  the  Uni.on  lines,  near  Hunting  Run. 
This  position  was  intrenched  and  occupied  by  the  corps  during  the 
two  or  three  days  following  without  engagement,  the  only  active 
part  taken  by  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  being  on  the  4th,  when  with 
the  Twelfth  Massachusetts  and  a  section  of  artillery  it  made  recon- 
naissance to  the  right  by  the  Ely's  Ford  road  under  direction  of 
General  Robinson,  the  division  commander.  Encountering  the 
enemy's  pickets  and  receiving  tht?ir  fire,  the  column  returned  to  the 
main  body,  being  under  strict  orders  to  bring  on  no  engagement, 
the  loss  of  the  Thirteenth  being  seven  men  wounded.  The  regi- 
ment recrossed  the  river  on  the  6th,  marched  to  Falmouth,  and  soon 
after  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  White  Oak  Church,  where  with  two 
or  three  changes  of  camp  it  remained  till  the  12th  of  June. 

Meantime  it  had  been  transferred  to  the  First  Brigade  of  the 
same  division,  the  division  having  been  reorganized  into  two  bri- 
gades. The  brigade  commander  was  General  Gabriel  R.  Paul,  and 
the  regiments  composing  the  brigade,  in  addition  to  the  Thirteenth, 
were  the  Sixteenth  Maine,  Ninety-fourth  and  One  Hundred  and 
Fourth  New  York  and  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Pennsylvania,  to 
which  at  the  time  of  the  battle  at  Gettysburg  the  Eleventh  Penn- 
svlvania  was  added  by  transfer  from  the  Second  Brigade.  Break- 
ing  camp  on  the  12th,  the  regiment  marched  northward  till  the 
loth,  when  it  reached  Bull  Run  where  the  corps  formed  line  of 
battle  facing  nearly  north,  but  soon  marched  to  Centerville,  where 
one  day's  rest  was  had.  The  18th  and  19th  took  the  regiment  to 
Guilford  Station,  20  miles  northward,  where  it  rested  with  the  ex- 
ception of  picket  duty  till  the  25th,  when  the  movement  northward 
was  resumed  with  great  energy.  The  Potomac  was  crossed  that 
day  at  Edwards  Ferry,  the  Monocacy  next  day  at  Greenfield,  and 
by  daily  marches  the  corps  moved  forward  till  on  the  30th  its  lead- 
ing division  encountered  the  pickets  of  the  enemy  and  line  of 
battle  was  formed. 

The- brigade  formed  the  rear  of  the  corps  next  day,  July  1,  as  it 
marched  to  Gettysburg,  and  when  it  passed  the  village  and  moved 
out  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Seminary  the  First  and  Third  Divisions 
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were  already  desperately  engaged.  Robinson's  Division  at  first 
took  position  as  a  reserve  force  and  threw  up  light  intrenchments, 
but  presently  Baxter's  (Second)  Brigade  was  sent  to  take  position 
on  the  right  of  the  two  divisions  already  engaged,  and  not  long 
after  Paul's  Brigade  followed  in  the  effort  to  establish  connection 
between  the  First  Corps  and  the  Eleventh,  the  latter  being  posted 
north  of  the  town  with  a  considerable  gap  between  its  left  and  the 
right  of  the  First  Corps.  After  being  in  action  for  some  time,  dur- 
ing which  Colonel  Leonard  was  wounded  and  retired,  leaving  the 
regiment  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Batchelder,  the  Thir- 
teenth made  a  successful  charge  upon  a  force  of  the  enemy  posted 
behind  a  road  and  captured  seven  officers  and  125  enlisted  men  who 
were  sent  to  the  rear.  But  the  Eleventh  Corps  gave  away  before 
the  determined  charges  of  the  Confederates,  exposing  the  flank  of 
the  brigade,  the  Thirteenth  holding  the  extreme  right  of  the  First 
Corps,  General  Paul  had  been  shot  through  both  eyes  and  his  troops 
sadly  decimated — there  was  nothing  possible  but  retreat  or  anni- 
hilation for  the  organizations  which  still  held  their  ground,  and  the 
Thirteenth  Regiment  with  the  others  fell  back  through  the  town 
and  was  rallied  on  the  hights  of  Cemetery  Ridge — what  was  left  of 
it.  Some  280  officers  and  men  had  been  taken  into  action,  of  whom 
17  had  been  killed  or  mortally  wounded,  dying  during  the  day,  while 
the  wounded  and  captured  brought  the  total  loss  to  189,  about  100 
unwounded  being  made  prisoners  in  the  town  during  the  retreat. 

The  remnant  of  the  regiment  remained  on  Cemetery  Hill  in  sup- 
port of  the  Federal  batteries  during  that  night  and  the  following 
day  till  the  attack  by  General  Longstreet  on  the  Union  left,  when 
it  moved  over  to  that  part  of  the  field,  but  finding  the  repulse  of 
the  enemy  already  effected  returned  to  its  former  position,  whence 
it  was  soon  after  advanced  in  front  of  the  batteries,  occupying  a 
position  near  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  It  retired  again  to  the 
crest  in  the  morning,  and  during  the  day  changed  position  several 
times.  It  went  to  the  support  of  the  Second  Corps  when  the  great 
attack  of  the  war  was  made  by  General  Pickett,  but  did  not  reach 
the  scene  of  conflict  till  the  fighting  had  practically  ceased,  when  it 
relieved  a  portion  of  the  line,  threw  out  skirmishers,  built  earth- 
works and  bivouacked  for  the  night,  expecting  a  renewal  of  the  bat- 
tle in  the  morning.  But  the  battle  was  ended.  On  the  morning  of 
the  5th  it  was  discovered  that  the  Confederates  had  retreated,  but 
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it  was  not  till  next  morning  that  the  First  Corps  began  its  march 
in  pursuit.  On  the  8th  the  regiment  reached  South  Mountain,  where 
it  intrenched  and  halted  till  the  10th,  when  it  continued  the  march 
to  Beaver  Creek,  built  more  works  and  remained  till  the  12th.  Then 
came  another  movement  forward,  this  time  to  Funkstown,  where 
line  of  battle  was  formed,  and,  as  the  two  armies  were  in  proximity, 
more  works  were  thrown  up  and  another  wait  ensued.  Morning  of 
the  14th  showed  the  Confederates  in  Virginia,  and  with  the  rest 
of  the  disappointed  Army  of  the  Potomac  the  Thirteenth  Regiment 
began  the  march  down  the  river,  crossing  on  the  ponton  bridge 
at  Berlin  the  18th  and  advancing,  now  leisurely  and  now  with  great 
energy,  till  it  brought  up  at  Rappahannock  Station  on  the  27th. 

Then  followed  on  the  part  of  both  armies  some  months  of  maneu- 
vering for  position,  with  repeated  efforts  on  both  sides  to  catch  the 
adversary  at  a  disadvantage,  during  which  the  soldiers  moved  back 
and  forth  over  the  well-worn  ground.  On  the  1st  of  August  the 
Thirteenth  covered  the  crossing  of  Buford's  cavalry  near  the  Station 
and  followed  it  across  the  Rappahannock,  where  the  brigade  in- 
trenched and  remained  for  a  week,  being  relieved  cn  the  8th  and 
'  recrossing  the  river.  After  a  few  days  of  inaction  the  Union  army 
moved  southward,  and  the  Thirteenth  again  crossed  the  river, 
halting  at  Culpcper  on  the  17th,  camping  there  till  the  24th  and 
then  advancing  to  the  Rapidan  at  Raccoon  Ford,  in  which  vicinity  it 
remained  till  the  10th  of  October.  On  that  day  it  moved  early  toward 
Morton's  Ford,  and  finding  that  the  Confederate  army  was  making 
a  flank  movement,  the  regiment  with  the  other  Union  troops  began 
a  rapid  march  northward.  This  ended  soon  after  noon  of  the 
14th  at  Centerville,  when  the  regiment  was  deployed  as  skirmishers 
and  advanced  to  Bull  Run,  bivouacking  that  night  near  the  Stone 
bridge  and  next  day  falling  back  again  to  Centerville,  where  the 
command  remained  till  the  19th.  It  then  advanced  to  Haymarket 
and  next  day  to  Thoroughfare  Gap,  where  it  encamped,  having  met 
slight  opposition  from  the  enemy.  While  there  Colonel  Leonard 
returned  to  duty  and  took  command  of  the  brigade. 

While  the  main  body  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  gone 
south  once  more,  following  the  retiring  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, the  First  Corps  was  assigned  to  the  duty  of  guarding  the 
railroad  from  Alexandria  over  which  General  Meade's  supplies 
must  be  forwarded,  and  the  Thirteenth  marched  on  the  24th  of 
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October  to  Bristoe  Station  in  a  cold  rain-storm,  remaining  there 
till  the  oth  of  November.  Then  came  an  advance  to  Catlett's 
Station  and  a  stop  of  a  day  or  two ;  but  on  the  morning  of  the  7th 
the  regiment  broke  camp  and  marched  toward  the  Rappahannock, 
crossed  it  next  day  at  Kelly's  Ford  and  advanced  as  far  as  Brandy 
Station  following  the  retiring  Confederates.  Late  on  the  9th  the 
regiment  returned  across  the  river  at  Rappahannock  Station  and 
marched  through  a  severe  snow-storm  till  after  midnight,  when  it 
bivouacked  at  Licking  Run,  where  it  remained  till  the  opening 
movements  of  the  Mine  Run  campaign. 

These  began  on  the  23d,  when  the  regiment  left  camp  and 
marched  toward  the  Rappahannock,  but  the  preparations  for  the 
advance  were  not  completed  till  the  26th — Thanksgiving  day  in 
Massachusetts — when  the  Thirteenth  crossed  the  Rappahannock 
and  the  Rapidan  at  Culpeper  Ford,  halting  for  the  night  just  south 
of  the  latter  river.  In  the  operations  which  followed  the  regiment 
took  an  active  but  a  bloodless  part,  having  its  full  share  of  the 
marching  and  maneuvering,  picketing  and  suffering  from  the  severe 
cold,  and  when  the  campaign  was  abandoned  and  the  various  corps 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  cautiously  withdrew  from  confronting 
the  enemy  and  made  their  way  back  across  the  Rapidan,  the  Thir- 
teenth was  one  of  the  First  Corps  regiments  which  covered  the 
recrossing  at  Germania  Ford,  afterward  going  into  camp  near 
Kelly's  Ford  on  the  Rappahannock.  Here  the  regiment  remained 
for  some  time,  but  about  Christmas  it  moved  some  20  miles  to  the 
front  and  took  position  at  Mitchell's  Station,  the  most  advanced 
post  occupied  by  the  army  in  its  winter  quarters. 

It  remained  there  through  the  winter  and  till  the  opening  of  the 
campaign  in  the  spring  of  1804,  being  engaged  in  picket  duty  along 
the  Rapidan,  the  north  bank  of  which  was  occupied  by  the  Union 
soldiers,  while  the  Confederates  picketed  the  south  side.  Numerous 
changes  occurred  in  the  make  up  of  the  army  and  in  the  regimental 
roster  as  the  time  for  resuming  active  operations  drew  near.  The 
First  Corps  was  discontinued  as  an  organization  and  its  divisions 
were  transferred  to  the  Fifth  Corps,  so  that  the  Thirteenth  found 
itself  a  part  of  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division.  General  War- 
ren commanded  the  corps,  General  Robinson  the  division  and 
Colonel  Leonard  the  brigade,  which  in  addition  to  the  Thirteenth 
contained  the  Thirty -ninth  Massachusetts,  Sixteenth  Maine  and 
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One  Hundred  and  Fourth  New  York  Regiments.  Soon  after  the 
middle  of  April  Lieutenant  Colonel  Batchclder  resigned  and  Major 
Gould  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Massachusetts 
Veteran  Regiment, — the  first  changes  which  had  occurred  in  the 
field  officers  of  the  Thirteenth,  though  Colonel  Leonard  had  much 
of  the  time  served  as  brigade  commander.  To  fill  these  vacancies 
Captain  Charles  II.  Hovey  was  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel 
and  took  command  of  the  regiment,  while  Captain  Elliot  C.  Pierce 
was  made  major.  At  about  the  same  time  Surgeon  Whitney  re- 
turned to  the  regiment  after  having  been  for  six  months  or  more 
an  inmate  of  Libby  Prison.  The  command  had  long  been  with- 
out a  chaplain,  Chaplain  Gaylord  having  resigned  in  March,  18G3. 

The  winter  quarters  were  abandoned  on  the  26th  of  April,  the 
regiment  camping  near  by  for  a  few  days,  and  on  the  3d  of  May, 
with  the  rest  of  the  brigade  which  had  been  stationed  at  Mitchell, 
it  retraced  its  way  seven  miles  to  Culpeper,  where  its  division  had 
wintered.  That  night  the  movement  of  the  army  began  and  next 
afternoon  the  Rapidan  was  crossed  at  Germania  Ford,  near  which 
the  regiment  passed  the  night.  The  part  taken  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness  by  the  Thirteenth  was  not  important,  its  loss  being  ten 
wounded,  Second  Lieutenant  Joseph  H.  Stuart  of  Natick  mortally, 
dying  on  the  10th.  His  wound  was  received  while  the  regiment 
was  intrenching  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Brock  road,  whither  the  divis- 
ion had  been  sent  to  support  the  Second  Corps ;  the  others  were 
received  during  the  first  clay's  fighting.  Colonel  Leonard  being  ill, 
the  command  of  the  brigade  passed  to  Colonel  Peter  Lyle. 

The  Fifth  Corps,  General  Warren,  led  in  the  movement  toward 
Spottsylvania  in  the  evening  of  the  7th,  and  at  daylight  next  morn- 
ing, after  an  all-night  march  through  dark  forests,  paused  near 
Todd's  Tavern  to  rest,  while  the  cavalry  were  engaged  with  the 
Confederates  in  front.  The  infantry  were*  soon  ordered  into  action, 
however,  the.  nature  of  the  ground  being  unfavorable  for  cavalry 
operations,  and  the  enemy  were  speedily  driven  out.  It  is  believed 
that  the  colors  of  the  Thirteenth  were  the  first  planted  on  the  hos- 
tile works,  and  the  staff  was  cut  off  by  a  solid  shot  from  the 
rebel  artillery.  An  advance  was  then  made  to  Alsop's,  where  the 
foe  was  found  in  force  and  an  attack  was  made  by  the  division 
which  failed'  to  dislodge  him.  In  this  engagement  the  regiment 
had  two  killed,  including  First  Lieutenant  Charles  W.  Whitcomb  of 
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Brookline,  N.  H.,  15  wounded  and  12  missing.  General  Robinson 
losing  a  leg  and  many  of  his  general  and  field  officers  having  been 
disabled,  the  division,  after  being  commanded  for  a  short  time  by 
Colonel  Leonard,  who  was  the  senior  officer  left  on  duty,  was  divided 
on  the  9th  among  the  other  three  divisions,  to  each  of  which  a  bri- 
gade was  assigned.  The  First  Brigade  was  attached  to  what  had 
been  the  Fourth  Division,  commanded  by  General  Cutlersince  the 
death  of  General  Wads  worth  in  the  Wilderness. 

In  the  engagement  of  the  10th  of  May  the  regiment  proper  was 
curiously  enough  composed  of  only  a  handful  of  commissioned  and 
warrant  officers  in  charge  of  the  colors,  every  private  being  detailed 
for  skirmish  dutv  or  in  carrying  ammunition  to  the  front  line.  Of 
those  on  the  picket  line,  three  were  wounded.  A  movement  to  the 
left  was  made  by  the  corps  on  the  13th  in  which  the  regiment  took 
part,  but  the  hoped-for  opening  for  an  attack  was  not  found,  and 
from  that  time  till  the  close  of  the  operations  before  Spottsylvania 
the  position  at  the  left  was  occupied,  with  many  changes  of  loca- 
tion and  numerous  exciting  episodes,  but  little  actual  conflict.  The 
regiment  withdrew  on  the  21st  for  the  march  to  the  North  Anna, 
leaving  a  part  of  its  number  on  picket,  of  whom  Captain  William 
S.  Damrell  and  three  enlisted  men  were  made  prisoners.  The 
North  Anna  was  crossed  by  the  Thirteenth  at  Jericho  Ford  on  the 
23d,  and  the  regiment  had  part  in  the  repulse  of  the  Confederate 
attack  that  was  made  soon  after,  its  casualties  being  five  wounded. 

Finding  the  position  of  the  enemy  at  the  North  Anna  apparently 
impregnable,  the  Union  commanders  continued  the  movement  to- 
ward Richmond  by  the  left  flank,  and  the  Thirteenth  Regiment 
shared  in  the  marching  and  skirmishing  which  ensued  till  Bethesda 
Church  was  reached  on  the  1st  of  June.  Something  of  a  contest 
took  place  there,  in  which  two  members  of  the  regiment  were 
wounded,  one  mortally.  On  General  Grant's  deciding  to  move  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  south  of  the  James  river,  the  Fifth  Corps 
was  withdrawn  from  its  position  at  the  right  and  moved  to  the  left 
at  Cold  llarbor,  being  extended  to  the  Chickahominy.  There  for 
the  first  time  in  more  than  a  month  the  Thirteenth  enjoyed  a  few 
days  of  comparative  rest,  the  loss  of  the  command  since  the  first  of 
the  month  having  been  one  killed,  six  wounded  and  two  captured, 
all  on  the  skirmish  line. 

The  James  river  was  crossed  by  transports  at  Windmill  Point  on 


Digitized  by  Google 


248 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR 


the  16th,  and  two  days  later  the  regiment  took  position  before  the 
Confederate  works  at  Petersburg,  where  for  four  weeks  it  re- 
mained under  command  of  Major  Pierce — Lieutenant  Colonel 
Hovey  being  disabled  by  illness — either  serving  on  the  skirmish 
line,  in  the  trenches  or  building  earthworks,  their  severest  labor 
being  in  the  building  of  Fort  Warren.  During  this  time  the  loss  of 
the  command  was  two  killed  and  17  wounded.  On  the  13th  of  July 
the  re-enlisted  men  and  recruits  were  transferred  to  the  Thirty- 
ninth  Massachusetts  and  the  following  day  the  remaining  members 
of  the  Thirteenth  withdrew  from  the  line  and  marched  to  City 
Point.  Transports  were  taken  there  next  morning  for  Washing- 
ton ;  on  the  21st  Boston  was  reached  and  the  war-worn  band  of 
some  280  members  received  a  warm  welcome,  being  mustered  out 
and  disbanded  on  the  1st  of  August. 
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HE  Fourteenth  Regiment  was  made  up  of  Essex  County  com- 


panics  which  enlisted  and  organized  soon  after  the  call  for 


R  three-months'  troops,  but  whose  services  could  not  be  im- 
mediately accepted.  On  the  25th  of  June,  1861,  however,  they  were 
ordered  to  Fort  Warren  and  the  regimental  organization  was  com- 
pleted, the  command  being  mustered  into  the  national  service  on 
the  5th  of  July,  with  the  following  roster: — 

Colonel,  William  B.  Greene  of  Haverhill ;  lieutenant  colonel,  Samuel 
C.  Oliver  of  Salem  ;  major,  Levi  P.  Wright  of  Lawrence ;  surgeon, 
David  Dana,  Jr.,  of  Lawrence;  assistant  surgeon,  Samuel  K.  Towle 
of  Haverhill ;  chaplain,  Stephen  Barker  of  Andover ;  adjutant,  Charles 
F.  Simons  of  Boston;  quartermaster,  Andrew  Washburn  of  Newton; 
sergeant  major,  Amos  Henfield  of  Salem;  quartermaster  sergeant, 
William  Glass  of  South  Bosttin;  commissary  sergeant,  Arthur  Lee 
Drew;  hospital  steward,  John  M.  Pillsbury;  leader  of  band,  Isaac  A. 
Bovnton,  all  of  Haverhill. 

Company  A,  Heard  Guards  of  Ipswich — Captain,  Nathaniel  Shats- 
well;  first  lieutenant,  Milton  B.  Shattuck;  second  lieutenant,  Lee  R. 
Worcester. 

Company  B,  Methuen — Captain,  Leverett  Bradley;  first  lieutenant, 
Jeremy  B.  Ward  well;  second  lieutenant,  Christopher  S.  Heath. 

Company  C,  Mochauic  Phalanx  of  Lynn  —  Captain,  Alonzo  G. 
Draper;  first  lieutenant,  Archelaus  C.  XVyman;  second  lieutenant, 
Josiah  H.  Sparks. 

Company  D,  Essex  Cadets — Captain,  Seth  S.  Buxton;  first  lieuten- 
ant, James  Pope,  both  of  Salem;  second  lieutenant,  Frank  W.  Tag- 
gard  of  South  Dan  vers. 

Company  E,  Amesbury — Captain,  Joseph  W.  Sargent;  first  lieuten- 
ant, William  F.  Martins;  second  lieutenant,  Benjamin  C.  Atkinson. 

Company  F,  Scott  Guards — Captain,  Samuel  Langmaid;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Joseph  W.  Kimball,  both  of  Lawrence ;  second  lieutenant, 
Richard  P.  Cushman  of  Haverhill. 

Company  G,  Marblehead — Captain,  Benjamin  Dav:  first  lieutenant, 
Charles  P.  Noyes;  second  lieutenant,  Benjamin  F.  \lartin. 

Company  H,  Andover  Light  Infantry — Captain,  Horace  Holt;  first 
lieutenant,  Charles  H.  Poor;  second  lieutenant,  Moses  W.  Clement. 
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Company  I,  Putnam  Guards  of  Danvers — Captain,  Arthur  A.  Put- 
nam ;  first  lieutenant,  Charles  H.  Adams,  Jr.;  second  lieutenant, 
William  J.  Roomc. 

Company  K,  City  Guards  of  Lawrence — Captain,  Frank  A.  Rolfe; 
first  lieutenant,  William  Preston  ;  second  lieutenant,  Albert  A.  Davis. 

Colonel  Greene  was  a  West  Point  graduate,  who  in  the  regular 
army  had  seen  active  service  in  Florida  and  elsewhere,  but  at  the 
opening  of  the  war  had  for  some  years  been  living  in  Paris.  He  at 
once  hastened  to  his  native  land  to  offer  his  sword  in  behalf  of  the 
government,  and  on  receiving  the  commission  of  colonel  set  about 
perfecting  his  command  according  to  the  standard  of  his  rich  and 
valuable  experience,  at  home  and  abroad.  The  result  was  that  when 
his  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  front,  August  7,  it  had  already  at- 
tained a  great  degree  of  efficiency.  Setting  out  at  night  in  a  heavy 
rain-storm,  the  Fourteenth  departed  under  orders  for  Harper's 
Ferry,  but  on  reaching  Baltimore  found  other  orders,  directing  the 
command  to  Washington.  On  reaching  the  national  capital,  after 
marching  about  the  city  in  a  storm  and  a  night's  bivouac  on  the 
wet  ground  without  shelter,  the  regiment  went  into  camp  at  Camp 
Kalorama,  Meridian  Hights,  near  the  city. 

After  remaining  there  for  about  a  week,  Colonel  Greene  was  di- 
rected with  his  command  to  garrison  .Fort  Albany,  a  strong  earth- 
work on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac  commanding  Washing- 
ton. So  acceptably  was  this  service  rendered  that  not  long  after- 
ward Fort  Run  von,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant,  the  works 
guarding  the  head  of  Long  Bridge,  and  the  Virginia  end  of  the 
bridge  itself  were  added  to  the  regiment's  guard  and  garrison  duty. 
So  efficient  did  the  command  prove  in  the  position  that  after  several 
months  had  passed  it  was  decided  to  change  the  regiment  from  an 
infantry  to  a  heavy  artillery  organization,  and  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1802  the  transformation  was  made.  The  regiment  was 
therefore  recruited  to  the  required  numbers,  officered  and  modeled 
on  the  standard  of  the  United  States  Heavy  Artillery  regiments. 
(See  First  Heavy  Artillery.) 
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THE  Fifteenth  Regiment  was  a  Worcester  county  organization, 
composed  of  three  companies  of  state  militia,  supplemented 
by  volunteer  companies.  It  was  on  the  28th  of  June,  1861, 
ordered  to  Camp  Scott,  two  miles  from  Worcester,  and  placed  under 
command  of  Brigadier  General  George  II.  Ward  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Militia,  the  colonelcy  being  offered  to  Major  Charles  Devcns, 
Jr.,  then  in  command  of  the  Third  Battalion  of  Rifles  at  Fort  Mc- 
Henry,  near  Baltimore.  Returning  on  the  20th  of  July  lie  accepted 
the  proffer  and  the  organization  of  the  regiment  was  rapidly  com- 
pleted. Company  K  had  been  mustered  on  the  1st,  the  other  com- 
panies on  the  12th,  and  the  line  otheers  followed  on  the  1st  of 
August,  the  roster  being  as  follows : — 

Colonel,  Charles  Devcns,  Jr. ;  lieutenant  colonel,  George  II.  Ward, 
both  of  Worcester;  major,  John  W.  Kimball  of  Fitchburg:  surgeon, 
Joseph  N.  Bates;  assistant  surgeon,  S.  Foster  Haven,  Jr.,  both  of 
Worcester;  chaplain,  William  G.  Scanlan  of  Grafton;  adjutant,  George 

A.  Hicks;  quartermaster,  Church  Howe,  both  of  Princeton;  sergeant 
major,  Francis  A.  Walker  of  North  Brookfield;  quartermaster  sergeant, 
William  R.  Steele  of  Worcester;  commissary  sergeant,  William  G. 
Waters  of  Gorham,  Me.;  hospital  steward,  Henry  L.  Hearing  of  Bos- 
ton; leader  of  band,  II.  P.  Goddard  of  Worcester. 

Company  A,  Leominster — Captain,  George  W.  Rockwood;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Leonard  Wood;  second  lieutenant,  Frank  W.  Policy. 

Company  B,  Fitchburg  Fusileers — Captain,  Clark  S.  Simonds:  first 
lieutenant,  Joseph  M.  Goddard  ;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  II.  Eager. 

Company  C,  Clinton  Light  Guard — Captain,  Henry  Bowman:  first 
lieutenant,  Andrew  L.  Fuller,  both  of  Clinton;  second  lieutenant, 
James  N.  Johnson  of  Northboro. 

Company  D,  Worcester — Captain,  John  M.  Studley:  first  lieuten- 
ant, Edwin  P.  Woodward;  second  lieutenant,  J.  William  Grout. 

Company  E,  De  Witt  Guards  of  Oxford — Captain,  Charles  H.  Wat- 
son; first  lieutenant,  Nelson  Bartholomew;  second  lieutenant,  Barnard 

B.  Vassell. 
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Company  F,  Brookfield — Captain,  Sardus  S.  Sloan;  first  lieutenant, 
Jeremiah  E.  Green;  second  lieutenant,  Lyman  E.  Ellingwood. 

Company  G,  Grafton — Captain,  Walter  Forehand;  first  lieutenant, 
Newell  K.  Holden;  second  lieutenant,  Stephen  L.  Kearney. 

Company  H — Captain,  CharleB  Philbrick;  first  lieutenant,  Henry 
S.  Taft,  both  of  Northbridge ;  second  lieutenant,  Richard  Derby  of 
Boston. 

Company  I,  Slater  Guards  of  Webster — Captain,  George  C.  Joslin 
of  Worcester  ;  first  lieutenant,  Amos  Bartlett ;  second  lieutenant, 
Frank  S.  Corbin,  both  of  Webster. 

Company  K,  Blackstone — Captain,  Moses  W.  Gatchell;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Edwin  B.  Staples.  (Second  lieutenant,  I.  Harris  Hooper  of  Bos- 
ton, commissioned  October  8.) 

The  ladies  of  Worcester  presented  the  regiment  with  a  fine  stand 
of  colors  on  the  7th  of  August,  and  the  following  day  the  journey 
to  Washington  was  begun,  Baltimore  being  passed  through  with 
loaded  muskets  on  the  10th  and  the  capital  was  reached  the  follow- 
ing day.  The  command  was  at  once  directed  to  Camp  Kalorama 
on  Meridian  Hill,  where  without  being  brigaded  it  remained  under 
the  orders  of  General  Rufus  King  for  two  weeks,  doing  guard  duty 
and  drilling.  It  then  marched  to  Poolesville,  Md.,  starting  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  25th  and  reaching  its  destination  the  27th,  when 
it  encamped  near  the  town  on  a  large  field,  forming  part  of  General 
Charles  P.  Stone's  Corps  of  Observation,  the  location  being  chris- 
tened Camp  Foster,  in  honor  of  the  attorney  general  of  Massachu- 
setts. The  Potomac  was  at  that  time  the  dividing  line  between  the 
Federal  and  Confederate  forces,  and  the  Fifteenth  were  assigned  to 
guard  a  section  of  the  northern  bank  some  three  miles  in  length 
from  Conrad's  Ferry  to  the  lower  end  of  Harrison  Island. 

Wrhile  thus  located,  the  regiment  took  the  initiative  in  the  dis- 
astrous battle  of  Ball's  Bluff.  During  the  evening  of  October  20, 
Captain  Philbrick  crossed  from  the  island  where  his  company  was 
posted  to  the  Virginia  shore  and  some  little  distance  from  the  river 
discovered  what  was  supposed  to  be  a  Confederate  camp.  The 
news  being  sent  to  General  Stone,  that  officer  ordered  Colonel 
Dcvcns  with  five  of  his  companies  to  cross  the  river  for  the  sake  of 
breaking  up  the  camp,  the  crossing  being  made  that  night.  The 
rest  of  the  regiment  followed  as  far  as  the  island,  and  next  morn- 
ing, when  skirmishing  began,  crossed  to  the  support  of  their  com- 
rades on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  Colonel  Devens  on  advancing 
found  that  no  camp  existed,  but  wThile  exploring  the  vicinity  small 
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bodies  of  the  enemy  appeared  at  various  points  and  some  fighting 
followed,  the  companies  of  the  Fifteenth  finally  moving  back  toward 
the  bluff  and  awaiting  reinforcements.  Colonel  Baker  having 
crossed  the  river  with  the  California  Regiment  took  command  of 
the  field  and  formed  his  line  with  the  Fifteenth  on  the  right,  his 
own  regiment,  a  portion  of  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts  and  the 
Seventy-first  Pennsylvania  being  present.  The  Confederates  at- 
tacked in  force  about  3  o'clock,  and  after  making  a  desperate  de- 
fense for  two  or  three  hours  Colonel  Raker's  command  was  utterlv 
routed,  lie  being  killed  and  the  scattered  detachments  making  the 
best  retreat  possible,  many  being  drowned  or  shot  in  attempting 
to  swim  the  river.  Of  the  62o  of  the  Fifteenth  taken  into  action 
only  about  half  succeeded  in  reaching  tbe  Maryland  side.  Two 
officers — Captain  Gatchell  and  Lieutenant  Grout — and  12  men  were 
killed,  61  wounded  and  227-  missing,  most  of  the  latter  prisoners, 
among  them  Captain  Rock  wood  and  Lieutenant  Green.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Ward  was  severely  wounded,  his  left  leg  being  amputated 
on  the  island  before  he  was  taken  back  to  camp,  and  he  was  for  a 
long  time  unable  to  resume  active  duty  in  the  field. 

The  remnant  of  the  regiment  returned  to  duty  at  once,  its  sad 
loss  somewhat  compensated  by  the  knowledge  that  its  trial  had 
been  bravely  borne, — as  was  recognized  by  the  commander-in-chief 
in  a  deserved  compliment.  It  now  became  part  of  the  First  Brigade 
of  General  Stone's  Division,  the  other  regiments  being  the  First 
Minnesota,  Thirty -fourth,  Forty -second  and  Eighty -second  New 
York,  and  the  brigade  commander  General  Willis  A.  Gorman,  pro- 
moted from  the  colonelcy  of  the  First.  Many  recruits  were  re- 
ceived during  the  fall  and  winter,  filling  the  ranks  once  more  ;  but 
the  exposure  along  the  Potomac  induced  much  sickness,  among  the 
deaths  being  that  of  Lietenant  Bartholomew  at  Philadelphia,  No- 
vember 21.  During  this  time  tbe  Forty-second  New  York  was  de- 
tached from  the  brigade,  but  no  other  change  in  organization  occur- 
red till  the  opening  of  the  spring  campaign  of  1802. 

Marching  orders  came  to  tbe  regimen^  on  the  25th  of  February  ? 
when  camp  was  broken  and  the  command  marched  to  Adamstown 
the  following  day,  whence  cars  were  taken  for  Harper's  Ferry,  and 
there  the  command  remained  till  the  2d  of  March.  Leaving  one 
company  on  provost  duty,  the  others  marched  to  Bolivar  Hights, 
stopped  there  till  the  7th,  advanced  to  Charlcstown,  and  from  there 
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on  the  10th  to  Berryville,  where  some  skirmishing  took  place,  but 
without  casualty  to  the  Fifteenth.  Two  or  three  days  later  a  move- 
ment toward  Winchester  was  made,  but  as  the  place  had  been  occu- 
pied by  General  Banks  the  column  retraced  its  steps  and  on  the 
15th  went  into  camp  again  at  Bolivar,  resting  there  for  a  week.  On 
the  22d  the  command  took  cars  from  Harper's  Ferry  for  Washing- 
ton, passing  on  to  Alexandria,  whence  on  the  29th  transports  were 
taken  for  Hampton.  Disembarking  on  the  1st  of  April,  the  regi- 
ment went  into  camp  till  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  should  be  ready 
for  the  movement  up  the  Peninsula  toward  Richmond.  The  Fif- 
teenth at  this  time  formed  part  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 
Second  Corps.  The  regiments  associated  with  it  in  the  brigade 
were  the  First  Minnesota,  Thirty-fourth  and  Eighty-second  New 
York,  with  the  First  Company  of  Andrew  Sharpshooters.  General 
Gorman  was  the  brigadier,  General  John  Sedgwick  in  command  of 
the  division  and  General  Edwin  V.  Sumner  of  the  corps. 

The  advance  began  on  the  4th  of  April,  but  came  to  a  pause  the 
following  day,  when  the  Confederate  works  in  the  vicinity  of  York- 
town  were  encountered.  During  the  siege  operations,  which  lasted 
for  a  month,  the  Fifteenth  Regiment  was  not  especially  engaged > 
and  suffered  the  loss  of  but  a  few  wounded,  most  of  whom  were  in 
the  sharpshooter  company  which  was  nominally  attached  to  the' 
regiment.  During  this  time  Colonel  Devens  was  promoted  to  bri- 
gadier general,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ward  and  Major  Kimball  were 
each  advanced  to  the  next  rank,  and  Captain  Philbrick  was  com- 
missioned major.  Colonel  Ward  being  still  absent  on  account  of 
his  wound,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kimball  took  command  of  the  regi- 
ment. After  the  evacuation  of  Yorktown,  the  flag  of  the  Fifteenth 
was  among  the  first  planted  on  the  works,  and  two  days  later  the 
regiment  landed  from  transports  at  West  Point,  forming  in  support 
of  General  Franklin's  division,  then  engaged  with  the  enemy,  but 
not  being  called  into  action.  Going  into  camp  a  few  miles  away, 
Sumner's  Corps  remained  for  a  week  or  more,  then  made  its  way 
slowly  across  the  country  toward  the  Chickahominy  river,  near 
which  it  halted  on  the  2"2d. 

The  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  on  the  31st  of  May,  called  a  portion  of 
Sumner's  Corps  across  the  Chickahominy  to  the  assistance  of  the 
troops  engaged  on  the  other  side  of  the  stream,  Gorman's  Brigade 
leading.    On  reaching  the  scene  of  action,  about  5  o'clock  in  the 
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afternoon,  the  Fifteenth  Regiment  was  at  first  placed  in  support  of 
other  portions  of  the  brigade,  but  was  almost  immediately  changed 
to  the  vicinity  of  Kirov's  Battery,  where  it  rendered  valuable  ser- 
vice, relieving  the  Seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment,  and  three 
times  extricating  the  guns  from  the  mud  into  which  they  were  forced 
at  each  discharge.  The  regiment  was  finally  moved  by  the  flank 
till  it  uncovered  the  troops  in  its  front,  when  a  charge  was  ordered 
and  gallantly  executed,  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  joining  and 
driving  the  enemy  back  in  a  manner  to  win  high  commendation. 
Taking  position  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  formerly  occupied  by  the 
Confederates,  the  Fifteenth  threw  out  a  picket  line  and  awaited 
during  the  night  and  next  day  a  renewal  of  the  conflict;  but  the 
fighting  of  the  1st  of  June  was  confined  to  other  portions  of  the 
field,  and  at  its  close  the  Union  troops  encamped  in  the  positions 
they  then  occupied.  The  loss  of  the  Fifteenth  in  the  battle  was 
five  killed  and  17  wounded. 

From  this  time  till  the  beginning  of  the  "  change  of  base  "  to 
the  James  river  the  command  was  engaged  in  the  various  duties  of 
the  encampment,  the  fatigue  details  being  heavy  and  a  constant  ap- 
prehension prevailing  of  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to 
renew  the  fighting.  This  took  place  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  Juner 
the  regiment  being  moved  from  point  to  point  in  support  and  fre- 
quently under  fire,  but  with  slight  loss.  At  night  of  the  28th  it 
was  ordered  to  Savage's  Station  to  destroy  supplies  in  anticipation 
of  the  retreat  of  the  Union  forces,  and  gave  the  following  day  to 
that  disagreeable  employ,  taking  part  late  in  the  afternoon  in  the 
repulse  of  the  Confederate  attack,  though  not  actively  engaged. 
At  Olendalc  on  the  following  day  and  at  Malvern  Hill  on  the  1st  of 
July  the  record  was  similar,  the  regiment  doing  much  exhausting 
marching  and  maneuvering,  being  under  fire  and  in  line  of  battle 
facing  the  foe  repeatedly,  frequently  by  its  presence  contributing  to 
the  favorable  result  of  the  engagement,  but  fortunately  escaping 
with  but  slight  loss,  the  record  during  the  entire  scries  of  actions 
being  11  wounded  and  27  missing.  Falling  back  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  2d  of  July  to  the  vicinity  of  Harrison's  Landing,  the 
Fifteenth,  with  the  entire  army,  went  into  camp,  and  for  six  weeks 
little  occurred  to  break  the  monotony.  They  took  part  in  the  recon- 
naissance to  Harrison's  Landing  on  the  4th  and  oth  of  August,  but 
not  in  the  skirmishing  which  took  place. 
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Cainp  was  broken  on  the  15th  and  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
marched  to  Newport  News,  where  on  the  22d  the  Fifteenth  embarked 
on  the  transport  Mississippi  for  Alexandria,  landing  there  on  the 
28th  and  marching  for  Chain  Bridge,  where  an  opportunity  for  still 
further  recuperation  was  expected.  But  the  Army  of  Virginia 
under  General  Pope  was  then  fighting  at  Manassas,  and  the  wean- 
column  at  once  turned  in  that  direction,  reaching  Ccnterville  on 
the  30th  in  time  to  assist  in  covering  the  retreat  of  the  discomfited 
Union  army  toward  Washington.  Some  prisoners  were  taken  from 
the  regiment  in  the  operations  of  the  day  or  two  succeeding,  but 
with  no  further  loss  it  crossed  the  Potomac  on  the  2d  and  estab- 
lished camp  at  Tennallytown.  Three  days  later  began  the  move- 
ment northward,  which  was  to  culminate  at  Antietam,  when  the 
corps  marched  as  far  as  Rockville. 

The  march  was  resumed  on  the  8th,  and  another  halt  was  made 
at  Frederick  City  from  evening  of  the  9th  till  the  14th,  when  the 
corps  advanced  to  South  Mountain,  and  that  night  the  Fifteenth  re- 
lieved some  of  the  troops  which  had  been  engaged  in  the  battle. 
Finding  next  morning  that  the  enemy  had  retired  during  the  night, 
the  march  was  continued  to  Keedysville.    The  16th  was  spent  in 
preparation  for  the  battle  of  the  Antietam,  and  the  day  following 
the  regiment  was  called  to  the  most  dreadful  ordeal  during  its  his- 
tory, in  the  terrible  repulse  of  General  Sedgwick's  Division  on  the 
morning  of  the  17th  of  September.    This  division  was  taken  into 
action  about  9  o'clock  in  close  column  of  brigades,  in  such  manner 
that  it  was  outflanked  and  almost  surrounded  by  more  than  three 
times  its  own  number  in  a  very  few  minutes,  the  Confederates  being 
advantageously  disposed  for  the  use  of  their  entire  force,  while  only 
the  front  line  of  the  Federals  could  deliver  their  fire.    The  brief 
struggle  which  resulted  was  practically  a  contest  between  a  single 
brigade  on  the  Union  side  and  ten  brigades  of  Confederates,  Sedg- 
wick's second  and  third  lines  being  slaughtered  without  being  able 
even  to  return  the  fire  of  the  enemy.    The  Fifteenth  were  in  the 
front  line,  and  made  the  best  of  their  opportunities,  but  in  20  minutes 
after  the  opening  of  the  fire  the  division  had  been  forced  from  the 
field,  leaving  half  its  number  killed  or  wounded.    In  the  case  of 
this  regiment  the  loss  was  even  greater.    It  had  taken  into  action 
(506  officers  and  men,  including  the  company  of  sharpshooters,  of 
whom  343  were  killed,  wounded  or  missing.    The  loss  of  the  regi- 
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ment  proper  was  58  killed  or  dying  during  the  day  of  their  wounds, 
234  wounded  and  24  missing.  Among  the  killed  were  Captains 
Clark  S.  Simonds  and  Richard  Derby  and  First  Lieutenant  Frank 
S.  Corbin,  while  First  Lieutenant  Thomas  J.  Spurr  of  Worcester 
received  wounds  from  which  he  died  on  the  27th  of  September. 

The  remnants  of  Sedgwick's  Division  were  not  further  engaged 
during  the  battle,  and  after  remaining  in  occupation  of  the  field  till 
the  22d  the  regiment  marched  to  Harper's  Ferry,  going  into  camp 
near  the  site  occupied  in  the  early  spring.  It  was  not  till  the  30th 
of  October  that  the  advance  into  Virginia  began,  when  the  column 
moved  down  the  east  side  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  the  Fifteenth  entering 
Warrenton  on  the  9th  of  November.  Here  another  halt  was  made 
till  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  having  passed  under  the  command 
of  General  Burnsidc  about  the  time  of  reaching  Warrenton,  was 
ready  for  the  forward  movement  to  Fredericksburg.  Many  changes 
had  naturally  taken  place  in  commanders  during  this  time.  The 
Second  Corps  was  commanded  by  General  D.  N.  Couch,  the  Second 
Division  by  General  O.  O.  Howard,  and  the  First  Brigade  (to  which 
the  Nineteenth  Maine  Regiment  had  been  added)  by  General  Alfred 
Sully.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kimball,  who  had  commanded  the  Fif- 
teenth from  the  opening  of  the  campaign  before  Yorktown,  was  dis- 
charged on  the  12th  of  November  to  become  colonel  of  the  Fifty- 
third  Massachusetts  Regiment,  the  command  of  the  Fifteenth  pass- 
ing to  Major  Philbrick,  who  was  in  turn  promoted  to  the  lieutenant 
colonelcy,  Captain  George  C.  Joslin  being  made  major. 

The  Second  and  Ninth  Corps,  forming  the  right  grand  division, 
arrived  opposite  Fredericksburg  on  the  17th  of  November,  but  it 
was  not  till  the  13th  of  the  following  month  that  the  preparations 
had  been  completed  for  the  fighting  of  the  battle.  In  this  engage- 
ment, disastrous  as  it  was  to  a  large  part  of  the  Second  Corps,  which 
bore  the  brunt  of  the  attack  on  the  Confederate  works,  the  Fif- 
teenth Regiment  met  with  comparatively  slight  loss.  It  crossed 
the  river  to  the  city  toward  night  of  the  11th,  and  was  active  during 
the  four  days  and  nights  which  followed,  being  much  of  the  time 
on  the  picket  line  or  in  support.  Its  loss  was  four  killed,  including 
Surgeon  Samuel  Foster  Haven,  Jr.,  while  accompanying  the  com- 
mand to  the  skirmish  line,  20  were  wounded  and  two  missing. 
Among  the  wounded  were  Major  Philbrick  and  Adjutant  I.  Harris 
Hooper.    Following  the  battle  the  command  went  into  camp  on  the 
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Falmouth  side  of  the  river,  where  it  remained  during  the  winter, 
Colonel  Ward  returning  to  duty  and  resuming  the  command  on  the 
5th  of  February,  1863.  During  the  Chancellorsville  campaign,  the 
Second  Division,  then  commanded  by  General  Gibbon,  crossed  the 
river  to  Fredericksburg  early  in  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  May,  and 
co-operated  with  the  Sixth  Corps  in  the  movements  of  that  day,  but 
was  not  closely  engaged,  and  the  Fifteenth  Regiment,  though  exposed 
to  considerable  artillery  fire,  had  but  two  men  slightly  wounded. 
It  then  went  into  camp  again,  where  it  remained  till  the  opening  of 
the  Gettysburg  campaign. 

The  movement  northward  began  on  the  14th  of  June.  The  term 
of  service  of  the  Thirty-fourth  New  York  expiring  about  this  time 
reduced  the  brigade  to  four  regiments  under  the  command  of 
General  William  Harrow — General  Hancock  being  in  command  of 
the  corps.  The  regiment  was  on  the  march  most  of  the  time  till 
the  20th,  when  it  halted  at  Thoroughfare  Gap  for  five  days,  march- 
ing on  the  25th  toward  Edwards  Ferry  with  the  right  wing  deployed 
as  flankers  to  protect  the  column  from  the  enemy's  cavalry.  Some 
skirmishing  ensued  during  the  day,  in  the  course  of  which  the  regi- 
ment had  one  man  wounded.  It  crossed  the  Potomac  on  the  26th, 
reached  Frederick  City  on  the  28th,  and  Taney  town  on  the  1st  of  July, 
after  one  day's  rest  at  Uniontown.  With  but  a  brief  respite  the  col- 
umn  started  again,  hearing  the  sounds  of  the  fighting  at  Gettysburg, 
and  bivouacked  at  night  in  support  of  the  Union  line  on  that  famous 
battle-field.  Colonel  Ward  was  at  this  time  in  command  of  the  bri- 
gade, but  was  relieved  by  General  Harrow  next  morning  and  re- 
sumed command  of  the  regiment.  The  brigade  advanced  early  on 
the  2d  and  took  position  in  support  near  what  was  then  the  left 
of  the  Union  line,  and  remained  there  till  afternoon,  when  with  the 
Eighty-second  New-York  the  Fifteenth  Regiment  was  advanced  to  a 
position  some  distance  in  front  of  the  left  of  the  Second  Corps,  in 
order  to  partially  fill  a  gap  between  that  corps  and  the  Third,  which 
had  taken  a  position  far  in  front  on  the  Emmittsburg  road.  The 
latter  corps  was  soon  forced  back,  exposing  the  two  regiments  to  the 
full  fury  of  the  Confederate  onslaught.  The  Eighty-second,  being 
struck  in  the  flank,  was  broken,  and  its  disaster  necessitated  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Fifteenth.  This  was  effected  under  a  heavy  fire, 
which  did  not  all  come  from  the  front,  for  the  Federal  batteries  in 
the  rear,  in  their  anxiety  to  check  the  Confederate  triumph,  mis- 
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judged  or  misunderstood  and  sent  much  of  their  fire  through  the 
line  of  the  Fifteenth.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  severe,  but  the 
most  lamentable  of  all  was  the  fall  of  Colonel  Ward  with  a  mortal 
wound  from  which  he  died  a  few  hours  later. 

Having  resumed  its  former  position  near  the  rest  of  its  division, 
the  regiment  remained  without  notable  experience  till  the  famous 
charge  of  Pickett's  Division  on  the  following  afternoon.  It  then, 
in  common  with  other  commands  on  that  part  of  the  field,  moved 
toward  the  right  to  plant  itself  in  the  path  of  the  oncoming  foe, 
and  while  the  fierce  contest  went  on  it  fought  nobly,  though  at 
heavy  loss  of  officers  and  men.  Finally,  in  the  critical  moment 
when  the  fortune  of  the  battle  seemed  to  hang  in  the  balance,  the 
colors  of  the  regiment  were  advanced,  the  whole  line  pressed  for- 
ward and  the  discomfiture  of  the  enemy  was  completed.  Hostili- 
ties having  ceased,  the  Fifteenth  were  thrown  forward  to  picket  the 
field,  and  the  following  morning  before  being  relieved  indulged  in 
some  skirmishing  with  the  pickets  of  the  enemy,  suffering  a  few 
additional  casualties.  The  regiment  took  into  the  battle  a  total  of 
239  officers  and  men  ;  of  this  small  force,  26  were  killed  or  received 
wounds  from  which  they  died  during  the  battle,  and  89  were 
wounded — a  loss  of  almost  50  per  cent.  Among  the  killed  in 
action  on  the  second  day  were  Captains  John  Murkland  of  Fitch- 
burg  and  Hans  Peter  Jorgensen  of  Leominster ;  while  First  Lieu- 
tenant Elisha  G.  Buss  of  Clinton  died  of  wounds  on  the  12th  and 
Second  Lieutenant  Caleb  H.  Arnold  of  Blackstone  on  the  20th. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  George  C.  Joslin  commanded  the  regiment  after 
the  fall  of  Colonel  Ward,  he  having  been  promoted  from  major  to 
date  from  April  17,  succeeding  Lieutenant  Colonel  Philbrick,  who 
had  resigned  on  account  of  ill-health.  First  Lieutenant  I.  Harris 
Hooper  had  at  the  same  time  been  commissioned  major. 

Leaving  the  battle-field  of  Gettysburg  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
5th  of  July,  the  regiment  in  the  various  movements  which  followed 
shared  the  general  fortunes  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  It  readied 
Frederick  City  on  the  8th,  the  Antietam  battle-field  on  the  10th,  and 
in  the  front  lines  of  the  army  behind  strong  breastworks  confronted 
the  enemy  near  Williamsport  on  the  12th.  But  no  battle  occurred, 
and  when  the  Confederates  had  crossed  to  the  Virginia  side  the 
Union  army  dropped  down  the  river  to  the  vicinity  of  Harper's 
Ferry  and  followed  suit,  the  regiment  crossing  the  river  on  the  18th 


Digitized  by  Google 


2f>0 


MASSACIIi' SETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 


and  beginning  the  march  down  the  east  side  of  the  Blue  Ridge, 
which  was  almost  a  counterpart  of  that  made  after  the  Antictam 
campaign  of  the  previous  fall.  Warrcnton  Junction  was  reached 
on  the  26th,  and  there  a  halt  was  made,  but  four  days  later  the 
corps  marched  to  Morrisville,  where  it  made  a  longer  stop.  With 
the  exception  of  an  expedition  to  Banks  Ford  in  support  of  a  cavalry 
movement  about  the  first  of  September,  when  the  command  was 
away  from  camp  for  four  or  five  days,  no  movement  of  note  took 
place  till  the  12th  of  that  month.  In  the  mean  time  the  strength 
of  the  regiment  had  been  increased  by  the  arrival  of  179  recruits, 
most  of  whom  were  conscripts. 

Marching  orders  came  on  the  12th  of  September,  the  regiment 
with  the  rest  of  the  corps  crossed  the  Rappahannock  at  Rappahan- 
nock Station  the  next  day,  in  support  of  a  cavalry  force,  and  went 
into  camp  near  Culpeper  Court  House.  On  the  17th  an  advance 
was  made  to  the  Rapidan,  the  Second  Corps  picketing  the  north 
bank  of  that  river  while  the  Confederates  occupied  the  other,  sharp 
picket  firing  going  on  much  of  the  time.  The  corps  was  relieved 
on  the  5th  of  October  and  went  back  to  its  bivouac  near  Culpeper, 
but  only  remained  there  till  the  10th  when  it  was  suddenly  called 
to  arms.  It  was  the  beginning  of  the  strategic  movement  which 
took  the  two  armies  northward  to  the  defenses  of  Washington,  fol- 
lowed by  their  return  to  practically  the  same  ground  from  which 
they  had  set  out,  with  no  more  important  engagement  than  a  sharp 
skirmish.  The  most  serious  action  was  at  Bristoe  Station  on  the 
14th,  in  which  the  Fifteenth  shared.  The  Second  Corps  being  at- 
tacked in  the  flank  as  it  marched,  with  a  view  of  cutting  the  Federal 
army  in  two,  the  First  Brigade,  with  others,  took  position  behind 
the  railroad  embankment  and  quickly  repulsed  the  Confederates, 
the  Union  loss  being  comparatively  slight — that  of  the  Fifteenth 
Regiment  being  two  killed,  ten  wounded  and  two  missing.  Amon<r 
the  wounded  was  Second  Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Stevens  of  Leomin- 
ster, who  died  the  following  day,  having  been  commissioned  but  not 
mustered  as  first  lieutenant  and  captain.  During  the  loth  the  regi- 
ment went  into  position  near  Centerville,  and  remained  there  till 
the  10th,  when  the  return  movement  southward  was  begun. 

Following  the  course  of  the  railroad  to  near  Warrcnton,  the 
regiment  encamped  there  on  the  23d  and  remained  till  the  7th 
of  November,  during  which  time  many  of  the  men  had  corn- 
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pleted  comfortable  log  huts  for  winter  quarters ;  but  on  that  day 
the  movement  occurred  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Rappa- 
hannock Station  by  a  portion  of  the  Union  army  while  the  remain- 
der operated  against  Kelly's  Ford  and  crossed  the  river  there.  In 
the  latter  column  was  the  Second  Corps,  and  during  the  succeeding 
day  it  moved  forward  in  order  of  battle  to  near  Brandy  Station, 
where  another  encampment  was  made.  This  was  broken  on  the 
26th  of  the  month  for  the  Mine  Run  campaign,  the  regiment  cross- 
ing the  Rapidan  that  afternoon  at  Germania  Ford  and  bivouacking 
for  the  night  some  two  miles  beyond.  Next  morning  it  made  a 
sharp  march  to  Robertson's  Tavern,  where  the  enemy  had  been  en- 
countered by  the  head  of  the  column,  and  on  arriving  was  at  once 
deployed  on  the  skirmish  line.  Being  presently  ordered  to  advance, 
it  encountered  sharp  opposition,  and  was  forced  back  by  a  Confeder- 
ate line  of  battle,  though  the  latter  was  in  turn  checked  by  the 
Federal  supporting  lines  and  finally  driven  back.  In  this  engage- 
ment the  loss  of  the  regiment  was  considerable,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Joslin,  its  commander,  being  taken  prisoner;  two  officers  were 
wounded,  including  First  Lieutenant  Dwight  Newbury  of  Worcester 
mortally,  he  dving  a  few  hours  later :  while  nine  enlisted  men  were 
wounded  and  six  captured.  During  the  remainder  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  campaign  the  regiment  was  not  engaged  in  actual  con- 
flict, though  moving  from  point  to  point  during  the  few  days  which 
succeeded,  suffering  much  from  the  inclement  weather,  and  finally 
on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  December  setting  out  for  the  winter 
camps  north  of  the  Rapidan. 

The  regimental  camp  was  located  near  Stevensburg,  and  the  third 
set  of  winter-quarter  huts  was  built,  but  this  time  the  command  was 
allowed  to  occupy  them  till  the  opening  of  the  campaign  the  follow- 
ing spring.  During  the  winter  64  members  of  the  Fifteenth  re- 
enlisted  for  an  additional  term  of  three  years,  and  some  50  recruits 
were  received.  The  duty  required  was  principally  on  picket  and 
outpost,  but  as  this  involved  a  constant  detail  of  one-third  of  the 
regiment,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  requirements  of  the  camp,  it 
was  no  light  tax  on  the  men.  The  winter,  too,  was  severe,  but  de- 
spite all  the  health  of  the  command  remained  reasonably  good. 
The  spring  reorganization  of  the  army  did  not  change  the  status  of 
the  Fifteenth  Regiment,  which  remained  in  the  First  Brigade,  Second 
Division,  Second  Corps,  as  it  had  done  since  the  opening  of  the 
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Peninsular  campaign  two  years  before.  The  make-up  of  the  brigade 
was  much  changed,  however,  it  consisting  in  addition  to  the  Fif- 
teenth Regiment  and  the  Andrew  Sharpshooters  of  the  Nineteenth 
and  Twentieth  Massachusetts,  Nineteenth  Maine,  Forty-second, 
Fifty -ninth  and  Eighty-second  New  York  and  Seventh  Michigan 
Regiments.  General  Alexander  S.  Webb  commanded  the  brigade, 
while  Generals  Gibbon  and  Hancock  remained  in  charge  of  the 
division  and  corps  respectively. 

The  winter  camps  were  abandoned  about  the  first  of  May  and 
the  troops  remained  in  temporary  bivouac  till  the  movement  of  the 
army  began  on  the  night  of  the  3d  or  early  morning  of  the  4th. 
Reaching  the  battle-field  of  the  Wilderness  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
5th,  the  brigade  was  in  reserve  and  support  the  remainder  of  the 
day.  Next  morning  it  was  moved  forward  to  the  assistance  of  other 
troops,  and  coming  suddenly  upon  the  enemy  suffered  severe  loss 
and  was  thrown  into  some  confusion.  It  is  impossible  to  give  the 
exact  figures  for  the  Fifteenth  Regiment,  either  in  this  battle  or 
those  in  which  it  was  subsequently  engaged  up  to  the  time  of  its 
muster  out;  but  four  of  its  members  are  reported  to  have  been 
killed  at  the  Wilderness,  and  its  loss  in  wounded  and  missing- 
was  heavy — about  50  per  cent  of  the  force  taken  into  action.  In 
the  various  operations  of  its  division  and  brigade  at  Spottsylvania 
the  Fifteenth  Regiment  shared,  constantly  losing  men  killed  and 
wounded  or  missing.  A  notable  loss  was  that  of  First  Lieutenant 
George  B.  Simonds  of  Fitchburg,  killed  on  the  10th.  Five  other 
members  of  the  regiment  were  reported  killed  at  Spottsylvania,  and 
the  next  fatal  casualties,  three  in  number,  were  at  Cold  Harbor, 
during  the  early  days  of  June.  These  deaths,  with  the  proport ion- 
ate  number  of  wounded  and  missing,  had  by  this  time  reduced  the 
regiment  to  a  total  of  five  officers  and  about  70  enlisted  men. 

On  the  22d  of  June  this  remnant  was  stationed  with  its  corps  on 
the  Jerusalem  Plank  road,  where  an  attempt  was  being  made  to  ex- 
tend the  Union  lines.  In  the  course  of  the  movements  the  Hank 
of  the  brigade  became  exposed  to  the  enemy,  who  took  prompt  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunity  and  captured  all  but  one  officer  and  five 
men  of  the  regiment  present.  The  officer  being  wounded  soon 
after,  the  few  men  remaining  were  attached  to  the  Twentieth  Mas- 
sachusetts Regiment.  On  the  12th  of  July  the  Fifteenth  were 
ordered  to  proceed  to  Worcester  for  muster  out,  with  the  exception 
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of  Company  I,  which  had  some  three  weeks  longer  to  serve.  The . 
re-enlisted  men  and  recruits  were  accordingly  assigned  to  a  battalion, 
but  afterward  formally  consolidated  with  the  Twentieth  Regiment, 
while  such  as  could  be  gathered,  representing  those  recalled  from 
detached  duty,  such  sick  and  wounded  as  could  stand  transporta- 
tion, with  the  small  remnant  of  those  still  on  duty,  numbering 
in  all  about  150,  reached  Worcester  on  the  21st  of  July,  receiv- 
ing an  ovation  of  which  they  might  well  be  proud.  A  week  later 
the  men  were  formally  mustered  out  and  returned  to  their  homes, 
Company  I  being  discharged  in  the  field  early  in  August.  Few 
regiments  had  a  worthier  record  than  the  Fifteenth ;  none  could 
have  given  more  freely  the  blood  of  its  bravest  and  best. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  SIXTEENTH  REGIMENT. 

THE  Sixteenth  Regiment  was  principally  composed  of  com- 
panies which  had  been  formed  when  the  first  call  to  arms 
was  heard,  and  had  patiently  waited  an  opportunity  to  enter 
the  service.  It  being  decided  to  organize  the  regiment,  various  com- 
panies— mostly  of  Middlesex  county  men — were  ordered  to  report  at 
Camp  Cameron,  North  Cambridge,  and  as  they  arrived  were  mus- 
tered into  service  by  Captain  Aniory  of  the  Seventh  United  States 
Infantry— Company  H  June  29,  1861,  A,  B,  C  and  K  the  2d  of 
July,  and  the  others  the  12th.  Colonel  Wyman  and  the  lieutenant 
colonel  were  commissioned  on  the  13th,  the  former,  a  West  Point 
graduate  and  an  officer  of  high  military  acquirement,  having  re- 
turned from  Europe  to  offer  his  sword  in  attestation  of  his  loyalty. 
The  line  officers  were  mustered  August  1,  the  roster  of  the  regi- 
ment being : — 

Colonel,  Powell  T.  Wyman  of  Boston ;  lieutenant  colonel,  George 
A.  Meacham  of  Cambridge ;  major,  David  S.  Lamson  of  Weston  ; 
surgeon,  Charles  C.  Jewett  of  Holliston;  assistant  surgeon,  Edward 
A.  Whiston  of  Framingham;  chaplain,  Arthur  B.  Fuller  of  Water- 
town:  adjutant,  Waldo  Merriam  of  Boston  ;  quartermaster,  Edward 
M.  Livermore  of  Cambridge;  sergeant  major,  James  E.  Sharp  of 
Watertown;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Ira  A.  Merritt  of  Boston;  com- 
missary sergeant,  Isaac  II.  Pinkhamof  Cambridgeport ;  hospital  stew- 
ard, William  K.  Willis  of  Waltham;  leader  of  band,  Felix  Viliett  of 
Lowell. 

Company  A,  Cambridge  City  Guard — Captain,  Samuel  W.  Richard- 
son ;  first  lieutenant,  Samuel  McKeever;  second  lieutenant,  George 
H.  Howard,  all  of  East  Cambridge. 

Company  B,  Winthrop  Guard  of  Holliston — Captain,  James  M. 
Mason  of  Milford;  lirst  lieutenant,  William  A.  Amc;y  of  West  Rox- 
biiry;  second  lieutenant,  Cassander  Flagg  of  Holliston. 

Company  C,  Union  Guard — Captain,  Leander  G.  King;  first  lieu- 
tenant, William  H.  n.  Hinds,  both  of  Groton ;  second  lieutenant. 
William  Metcalf  of  West  lord. 

Company  1),  Hill  Cadets  of  Lowell— Captain,  Patrick  S.  Proctor; 
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first  lieutenant,  Matthew  Donovan  ;  second  lieutenant,  David  W. 
Roche. 

Company  E,  Wiley  Light  Infantry  —  Captain,  John  Wiley  2d  of 
South  Rending;  first  lieutenant,  James  R.  Darracottof  Boston*  second 
lieutenant,  James  Oliver  of  South  Reading. 

Company  F — Captain,  Charles  Robinson  Johnson  of  Lexingtonv 
first  lieutenant,  Charles  Henry  Mayo  of  Roxbury;  second  lieutenant, 
Paysou  E.  Tucker  of  Cambridge. 

Company  G,  Butler  Rifles — Captain  Thomas  O'Hare  of  Lowell:  first 
lieutenant,  Alexander  J.  Dallas  of  Cambridge ;  second  lieutenant, 
James  B.  Thompson  of  Lowell. 

Company  H— Captain,  Gardner  Banks  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant, 
William  A"  Smith;  second  lieutenant,  Francis  P.  H.  Rogers,  both  of 
Waltham. 

Company  I,  Newton  Guards — Captain,  Henry  T.  Lawson  of  New- 
ton; first  lieutenant,  John  B.  Brown  of  Ipswich;  second  lieutenant, 
Lothrop  Wight  of  Framingham. 

Company  K,  Watertown  Volunteers — Captain,  Henry  C.  Lindley; 
first  lieutenant,  Stephen  !E.  Meserve;  second  lieutenant,  Francis  W. 
Hilton. 

The  regiment  left  Boston  on  the  afternoon  of  August  17,  going  by 
rail  to  Fall  River,  thence  by  boat  to  New  York  and  resuming  cars, 
passing  through  Baltimore  on  the  19th,  where  an  order  was  received 
to  make  quarters  in  Camp  McClellan  on  the  McKim  estate.  Here 
it  remained  till  the  1st  of  September,  when  orders  came  for  an  im- 
mediate departure  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  that  evening  passage 
was  taken  on  the  steamer  Louisiana,  the  destination  being  reached 
the  following  day  and  the  regiment  going  into  quarters  at  Camp 
Hamilton,  near  the  village  of  Hampton,  where  with  no  more  excit- 
ing duty  than  picket  service,  with  an  occasional  exchange  of  shots 
with  hostile  reconnoitering  parties,  some  eight  months  were  passed. 
Camp  Hamilton  was  under  command  of  Colonel  Max  Weber  of  the 
Twentieth  New  York,  and  the  force  present,  in  addition  to  the  Six- 
teenth Massachusetts  and  Twentieth  New  York,  consisted  of  the 
First  Delaware,  Twentieth  Indiana,  a  part  of  the  Ninety-ninth  New 
York,  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  and  four  companies  of 
Mounted  Rifles. 

The  Sixteenth  changed  camp  to  the  Gosport  Navy  Yard  on  the 
8th  of  May,  1862,  moved  from  there  to  Suffolk,  Va.,  a  week  later, 
and  on  the  12th  of  June  joined  the  Array  of  the  Potomac,  being 
attached  to  Grover's  Brigade,  Hooker's  Division,  Ileintzelman's 
Corps.  The  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  were  the  First  and 
Eleventh  Massachusetts,  Second  New  Hampshire  and  Twcnt  v-sixth 
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Pennsylvania.  The  first  test  of  the  regiment  in  battle  was  on  the 
18th  of  June  when  it  was  assigned  the  duty  of  making  a  recon- 
naissance in  front  of  the  position  held  by  a  portion  of  the  Union 
troops,  which  it  did  with  much  spirit,  moving  through  dense  woods 
and  encountering  the  enemy  in  strong  force  at  short  range,  fighting 
valiantly  until  ordered  to  retire,  the  purpose  of  the  expedition  hav- 
ing been  accomplished.  The  loss  of  the  Sixteenth  was  17  killed, 
28  wounded  and  14  missing,  among  the  slain  being  First  Lieutenant 
Francis  P.  H.  Rogers. 

In  the  engagement  at  Oak  Grove  on  the  25th,  the  regiment  was 
during  the  early  part  of  the  fight  in  reserve,  some  companies  being 
detached  to  threatened  points ;  but  later  it  was  placed  in  position 
at  the  left  to  guard  against  an  expected  flanking  movement  by  the 
enemy.  It  was  at  first  in  support  of  a  battery,  but  that  retired 
soon  afterward,  and  presently  the  advance  of  the  Confederates  in 
strong  force  and  the  falling  back  of  the  rest  of  Hooker's  Division 
carried  back  the  Sixteenth  as  well  to  the  cover  of  the  forest,  where 
a  stand  was  made,  and  next  morning  the  two  detachments  into 
which  the  regiment  had  become  divided  during  the  confusion  were 
reunited  at  the  camp,  the  command  having  suffered  a  loss  of  three 
men  killed,  22  wounded  and  four  missing.  In  the  change  of  base 
of  the  army  to  the  James  river  which  followed  the  regiment  per- 
formed an  honorable  part.  Its  most  signal  service  was  on  the  30th, 
at  the  battle  of  Olendale,  when  it  was  posted  across  a  road  by  which 
the  enemy  advanced  to  attack  the  Union  troops  defending  the  left 
of  the  retiring  Army  of  the  Potomac.  This  attack  the  Sixteenth 
met  with  exceptional  coolness  and  bravery,  their  deadly  fire  sending 
the  assailants  back  in  confusion.  Colonel  Wyinan  heroically  en- 
couraged his  soldiers  to  stand  firm,  but  was  himself  instantly  killed. 
The  lieutenant  colonel  and  adjutant  were  wounded,  and  the  regi- 
ment was  commanded  during  the  remainder  of  the  action  by  Major 
Lamson.  Of  the  enlisted  men,  three  were  killed,  22  wounded  and 
32  missing.  In  a  reconnaissance  made  to  Malvern  Hill  from  the 
camp  at  Harrison's  Landing  August  8,  the  regiment  lost  eight  men 
wounded,  but  apart  from  that  experience  it  only  shared  the  general 
camp  life  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  till  summoned  to  Alexandria 
to  reinforce  the  Army  of  Virginia  under  General  Pope. 

Hookers  Division  inarched  from  Harrison's  Landing  on  the  16th 
of  August,  reached  Yorktown  the  18th,  and  taking  transports  on 
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the  20th  reached  Alexandria  the  22d.  By  the  26th  General  Heintz- 
elman  had  assembled  his  corps  in  the  vicinity  of  Warrenton  Junc- 
tion and  was  ordered  to  move  toward  Bristoc,  which  Hooker's  Divis- 
ion did  the  following  day,  encountering  and  routing  the  enemy  at 
Kettle  Run,  in  which  the  Sixteenth  were  not  engaged.  On  the  28th 
the  brigade  marched  toward  the  battle-field  of  Manassas,  by  way  of 
Centerville,  reaching  the  field  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  after  the 
engagement  began.  It  remained  in  reserve  under  the  shelter  of  a 
hillock  till  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  when  General  Grover  was 
ordered  to  charge  the  enemy  in  his  front.  This  was  at  once  done, 
the  single  brigade  striking  and  breaking  two  lines  of  the  foe  but 
failing  to  break  the  third.  The  Sixteenth  were  on  the  left  of  the 
brigade,  and  with  them  General  Grover  attempted  to  turn  the  Con- 
federate flank ;  but  the  odds  was  too  great,  and  after  one  of  the 
most  heroic  contests  of  the  war  the  brigade  was  obliged  to  fall  back, 
rallying  near  the  point  from  which  it  had  started  and  bivouacking 
on  the  field  in  that  vicinity.  Near  evening  of  the  following  day  it  set 
out  on  the  march  to  Centerville,  reaching  there  soon  after  midnight. 

In  this  sharp  conflict  of  but  a  few  minutes  the  regiment  lost  110, 
five  of  whom  were  killed,  64  wounded  and  41  missing.  First  Lieu- 
tenant Darracottand  Second  Lieutenant  Hiram  B.  Banks  of  Waltham 
were  among  the  killed,  the  latter  a  brother  of  General  N.  P.  Banks. 
The  regiment  was  commanded  during  the  battle  by  Major  Gardner 
Banks,  another  brother  of  the  general,  who  had  recently  been  pro- 
moted from  a  captaincy.  Following  the  death  of  Colonel  Wyman, 
Thomas  R.  Tannatt  of  Salem  had  been  commissioned  colonel,  dating 
from  July  14,  and  on  the  22d  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mcacham  resigned, 
Major  Lamson  being  promoted  and  succeeded  by  Captain  Banks. 

The  Third  Corps  did  not  accompany  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
on  the  Antictam  campaign  which  followed,  but  remained  about  the 
defenses  of  Washington  and  in  that  vicinity.  The  regiment  went 
to  Fort  Lyon  near  Alexandria  on  the  3d  of  September,  rested  there 
for  three  days  and  then  moved  to  Fairfax  Seminary.  On  the  4th 
of  November  it  advanced  to  Manassas  Junction,  on  the  6th  to  Bris- 
toe  Station,  and  on  the  8th  to  Warrenton  Junction,  where  it  was 
for  a  time  on  duty  as  part  of  a  provisional  brigade  under  command 
of  Colonel  Blaisdell  of  the  Eleventh  Massachusetts.  It  still  re- 
mained in  fact  a  part  of  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Third 
Corps.    The  Corps  was  commanded  by  General  George  Stoneman^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


268 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR 


the  division  by  General  Sickles  and  the  brigade — to  which  the 
Eleventh  New  Jersey  had  been  added — by  General  Joseph  B.  Carr. 
In  the  Sixteenth,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lamson  had  resigned  from  the 
29th  of  September,  Major  Banks  being  promoted  and  Captain  Waldo 
Merriam  becoming  major.  Second  Lieutenant  George  S.  Evans  of 
Oroton  had  died  of  disease  November  11. 

The  regiment  began  its  movement  southward  on  the  18th  of 
November,  marching  to  Wolf  Run  Shoals,  where  it  rested  till  the 
25th,  when  with  the  rest  of  the  corps  it  moved  toward  Falmouth, 
encamping  near  there  on  the  28th.  This  camp  was  occupied  till 
the  10th  of  December,  when  the  Sixteenth  moved  toward  the  river 
near  Fredericksburg  and  on  the  12th  crossed  the  pontons  and  took 
position  on  the  southern  bank  below  the  town ;  but  beyond  picket 
duty,  in  which  three  men  were  killed  and  ten  wounded  on  the  skirm- 
ish line,  the  command  was  not  actively  engaged  in  the  battle.  It 
met  a  notable  loss,  however,  in  the  death  of  Chaplain  Fuller,  who 
had  resigned  his  commission  and  was  about  to  leave  for  Massachu- 
setts. Seeing  the  Union  troops  crossing  the  bridge  into  the  city  he 
obtained  a  musket  and  accompanied  them  as  a  volunteer,  but  was 
soon  shot  dead  in  the  street.  The  regiment  reoccupied  its  old  camp 
on  the  14th,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  "  Mud  March,"  on  which 
it  was  absent  eight  days,  remained  there  till  the  opening  of  the  1863 
campaign  under  General  Hooker.  Colonel  Tannatt  having  been 
transferred  to  the  command  of  the  First  Heavy  Artillery  left  the 
resrimcnt  soon  after  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Banks,  Major  Merriam  and  Captain  S.  W.  Richardson  were 
each  promoted  in  turn ;  Charles  W.  Homer  of  Lowell  was  commis- 
sioned to  the  vacant  chaplaincy,  but  he  resigned  soon  after  his  ap- 
pointment and  the  place  was  not  again  filled. 

General  Sickles  had  taken  command  of  the  Third  Corps  and 
General  Berry  succeeded  him  at  the  head  of  the  division,  when  the 
winter  camps  were  broken  and  on  the  28th  of  April  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  began  another  movement  against  the  enemv.  After  dem- 
onstrating  below  Fredericksburg  for  a  day  or  two  the  Third  Corps 
ascended  the  Rappahannock  to  United  States  Ford,  where  it  crossed 
on  the  1st  of  May.  At  dusk  of  the  following  day  the  division  was 
thrown  to  the  right  in  support  of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  badly  shat- 
tered by  the  attack  of  "  Stonewall "  Jackson's  column,  and  took 
position  in  the  forest  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike.    There  was  scat- 
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tering  firing  during  the  night,  but  in  the  morning  a  strong  attack 
was  delivered,  and  though  the  regiment  and  its  division  fought  val- 
iantly, the  line  was  pressed  back  for  some  distance,  General  Berry 
being  killed.  The  casualties  in  the  Sixteenth  were  11  killed,  62 
wounded  and  nine  prisoners.  Captain  A.  J.  Dallas  was  killed  and 
Second  Lieutenants  Hiram  Rowe  of  Cambridge  and  Samuel  G. 
Savage  of  Waltham  were  fatally  wounded.  Second  Lieutenant 
James  E.  Sharp  of  Watertown  had  been  accidentally  killed  at  Kings- 
ton, R.  I.,  while  absent  on  leave,  March  20. 

The  river  was  recrossed  the  night  of  the  5th  and  the  regiment 
returned  the  following  afternoon  to  its  old  camp,  where  it  remained 
till  the  beginning  of  the  Gettysburg  movement.  Under  command 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Merriam  it  marched  on  the  11th  of  June 
toward  Beverly  Ford,  which  it  reached  the  following  day  and  guarded 
till  the  14th,  when  it  moved  by  easy  stages  to  Gum  Springs,  stop- 
ping there  from  the  19th  till  the  25th.  It  then  marched  to  Edwards 
Ferry  and  crossed  the  Potomac,  bivouacking  that  night  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Monocacy,  and  proceeding  thence  by  Jefferson,  Crampton's 
Pass,  Middletown  and  Frederick  to  Taney  town,  where  the  corps 
encamped  on  the  29th.  The  division  was  now  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral Humphreys,  and  the  brigade  had  been  strengthened  by  the  ad- 
dition of  the  Eighty-fourth  Pennsylvania  and  Twelfth  New  Hamp- 
shire regiments. 

During  the  1st  of  July,  the  Third  Corps  marched  to  Gettysburg 
where  it  arrived  about  midnight,  and  the  following  day  was  placed 
in  position  at  the  Union  left,  the  Sixteenth  being  near  the  right  of 
the  corps  line  along  the  Emraittsburg  road.  In  the  terrible  conflict 
of  that  afternoon  the  regiment  fought  nobly,  losing  fully  one-third 
of  its  members  prq^ent,  but  being  forced  back  with  the  rest  of 
its  division.  Out  of  but  little  more  than  200  on  the  field,  it  had 
14  killed,  57  wounded  and  14  missing.  Among  the  dead  were  Cap- 
tains Leander  G.  King  and  David  W.  Roche  and  First  Lieutenant 
George  F.  Brown  of  Waltham,  while  Captain  Charles  R.  Johnson 
died  of  his  wounds  two  weeks  later.  On  its  movement  southward 
the  Sixteenth  Regiment  was  under  command  of  Captain  Donovan, 
the  senior  officer  present  for  duty,  and  followed  the  various  move- 
ments of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  Warrenton,  where  it  arrived 
on  the  26th  of  July,  marching  on  the  1st  of  August  to  Beverly 
Ford,  where  the  brigade  was  for  some  time  encamped,  Lieutenant 
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Colonel  Merriam  resuming  command  on  the  10th.  A  month  later 
the  river  was  crossed  at  Freeman's  Ford  and  the  regiment  advanced 
to  Culpeper,  where  it  encamped  till  the  8th  of  October. 

A  lively  series  of  movements  then  followed,  the  division  march- 
ing to  James  City  on  the  Rapidan  in  support  of  a  cavalry  move- 
ment on  the  8th,  but  at  the  termination  of  that  service  returning 
to  camp  and  at  once  setting  forth  on  the  march  northward.  Stop- 
ping from  the  11th  to  the  13th  at  Freeman's  Ford,  the  regiment 
marched  from  there  and  scarcely  stopped  for  rest  till  it  halted  at 
Centerville,  late  the  following  day.  On  the  15th  it  took  position  at 
Union  Mills  and  remained  there  in  hourly  expectation  of  a  battle 
till  the  19th,  when  it  being  found  that  the  Confederate  army  had 
relinquished  its  demonstration  against  Washington  the  Union  army 
followed  it  back  again  to  the  old  fields  bordering  the  Rappahannock. 
The  Sixteenth  halted  at  Catlett's  Station  on  the  21st,  and  on  the 
30th  moved  to  Bealton  Station,  where  they  remained  till  the  7th  of 
November,  when  in  conjunction  with  the  battle  of  Rappahannock 
Station  the  Third  Corps  with  other  troops  crossed  the  river  at 
Kelly's  Ford  and  next  day  followed  the  retreating  Confederates  to 
Brandy  Station,  where  the  loyal  army  encamped.  The  Mine  Run 
movement  began  on  the  26th  of  that  month,  the  corps  crossing  the 
Rapidan  at  Jacob's  Ford,  and  next  day  while  General  French,  the 
corps  commander,  was  endeavoring  to  make  his  way  through  the 
forest  to  connect  with  the  Second  Corps,  which  had  crossed  the 
river  at  a  higher  ford,  his  command  encountered  the  enemy  and  the 
battle  of  Locust  Grove  ensued.  In  this  the  Sixteenth  took  part,  its 
brigade  being  in  the  lead,  and  the  regiment  lost  15  men  wounded 
and  three  missing.  From  that  time  to  the  2d  of  December  the  regi- 
ment marched  from  point  to  point  or  remained  expectant  in  front 
of  the  enemy's  strong  position  ;  but  the  weather  becoming  very  cold 
and  there  being  no  prospect  that  an  engagement  could  be  success- 
fully fought  by  the  Union  troops,  General  Meade  abandoned  the 
attempt  and  on  the  3d,  after  a  hard  march,  the  old  camps  about 
Brandy  Station  were  reoccupied. 

There  the  regiment  remained  during  the  winter  under  command 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Merriam,  Colonel  Banks  having  been  obliged 
through  ill-health  to  resign  early  in  September,  1863.  While  in 
winter  quarters  nearly  100  of  the  Sixteenth  re-enlisted  for  an  ad- 
ditional three  years.    In  the  reorganization  of  the  Army  of  the 
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Potomac  into  three  corps,  the  Third  was  one  of  the  corps  abolished, 
and  the  Sixteenth  for  the  first  time  found  itself  attached  to  a  differ- 
ent brigade,  though  accompanied  by  several  of  the  regiments  with 
which  it  had  formerly  served.  The  new  organization  was  the  First 
Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Second  Corps,  composed  of  the  First  and 
Sixteenth  Massachusetts,  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh,  Eighth  and  Eleventh 
Xew  Jersev,  Tweutv-sixth  and  One  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  Penn- 
sylvania.  Colonel  Robert  McAllister  of  the  Eleventh  commanded 
the  brigade,  General  Gershom  Mott  the  division  and  General  Han- 
cock the  corps. 

The  spring  campaign  of  1804  opened  on  the  3d  of  May  with 
orders  to  move  at  midnight,  and  promptly  at  the  hour  the  winter 
huts  if  not  already  destroyed  in  anticipation  of  the  movement  were 
abandoned  and  next  day  before  noon  the  Rapidan  had  been  crossed 
at  Ely's  Ford,  and  at  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  the  command 
bivouacked  on  the  Chancellorsville  battle-ground.  Late  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  following  day  the  division  was  ordered  to  the  as- 
sistance of  (Jetty's  Division  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  which  was  engaged 
in  battle  near  the  junction  of  the  Brock  and  Orange  Plank  roads, 
and  took  position  on  his  left,  Mott's  two  brigades  at  that  time  form- 
ing the  Union  left.  Advancing  through  the  tangled  forest  the  divis- 
ion soon  became  engaged,  and  fought  obstinately  till  dark.  The 
tight  was  resumed  in  the  morning,  the  division  making  a  consider- 
able advance  until  Confederate  reinforcements  were  encountered 
when  the  Union  troops  were  in  turn  pushed  back  to  the  intrench- 
ments  from  which  they  had  first  advanced,  the  Sixteenth  taking 
position  at  the  right  of  the  brigade  in  the  second  line  of  works. 
Toward  the  close  of  the  afternoon  a  fierce  assault  was  made  by  the 
Confederates  on  the  first  line  of  works,  from  which  after  a  stubborn 
defense  the  Federal  soldiers  were  driven  and  a  portion  of  the  works 
occupied  by  the  enemy.  The  Sixteenth  at  once  joined  in  a  counter 
charge  for  their  repossession,  and  it  is  claimed  that  Lieutenant 
William  Ross  was  first  to  reach  the  works  and  the  colors  of  the 
regiment  the  first  to  wave  over  them.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  was 
heavy,  though  it  cannot  be  exactly  stated  owing  to  the  loss  of  regi- 
mental papers.  It  included  Captain  Joseph  S.  Hills  of  Boston  and 
First  Lieutenant  John  H.  Woodfin  of  Marblehead  among  the  killed. 

Moving  with  the  corps  to  the  left  after  the  fighting  ceased  in  the 
Wilderness,  the  Sixteenth  were  next  engaged  at  Spottsylvania  on 
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the  10th,  where  they  were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  serving  gallantly 
all  day  with  considerable  loss.  The  Fourth  Division  now  being  con- 
solidated with  the  Third,  of  the  same  corps,  the  brigade  became  the 
Third  of  that  division.  The  regiment  was  next  engaged  on  the 
12th,  when  in  the  defense  of  the  works  captured  in  the  morning  by 
the  corps  it  fired  during  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  that  day  over 
300  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man.  The  loss  was  severe,  includ- 
ing the  brave  Lieutenant  Colonel  Merriam  killed. 

The  regiment  took  its  full  share  in  the  subsequent  operations 
about  Spottsylvania,  and  marched  thence  to  the  North  Anna,  where 
it  arrived  on  the  23d  and  was  at  once  placed  on  the  skirmish  line. 
Crossing  the  river  next  day  and  operating  with  the  corps  in  the 
various  movements  which  followed,  it  recrossed  on  the  evening  of 
the  26th  and  on  the  28th  crossed  the  Pamunkey,  taking  position 
within  13  miles  of  Richmond.  An  advance  of  three  miles  was  made 
on  the  29th  and  fortifications  were  thrown  up  during  that  and  the 
ensuing  days.  On  the  31st  the  regiment  advanced  through  a  swamp 
and  charged  across  a  field  swept  by  artillery,  obtaining  possession 
of  a  road  beyond  and  holding  it  during  the  day,  being  relieved  at 
night,  after  which  the  enemy  repossessed  the  ground.  In  this  en- 
gagement, which  was  very  creditable  to  the  Sixteenth,  Captain  John 
Rowe  of  Lowell,  a  brave  officer  who  had  risen  from  the  rank  of  ser- 
geant, was  mortally  wounded  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
dying  at  Richmond  June  24. 

At  midnight  of  June  1  the  regiment  with  its  column  marched 
for  Cold  Harbor,  which  it  reached  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  2d, 
but  during  the  operations  there  it  was  not  actively  engaged  and  did 
not  suffer  serious  loss.  It  marched  southward  again  on  the  12th, 
crossed  the  James  on  the  14th,  and  at  midnight  of  the  loth  reached 
the  scene  of  active  operations  in  front  of  Petersburg.  Toward 
evening  of  the  16th  the  command  joined  in  an  advance  against  the 
enemy's  works,  moving  forward  under  fire  till  the  crest  of  a  range 
of  hills  was  gained,  where  severe  loss  was  met,  but  the  position  was 
held  and  after  dark  was  securely  intrenched,  still  under  fire,  some 
of  the  Sixteenth  being  wounded  while  thus  engaged. 

From  this  time  till  the  23d  the  regiment  was  actively  occupied  in 
the  various  operations  of  its  corps,  on  the  skirmish  line,  fortifying 
or  engaged  in  movements  for  the  extension  of  the  Union  lines  or 
the  strengthening  of  the  positions  already  gained.    It  was  almost 
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continually  under  fire,  and  constantly  losing  its  best  and  bravest 
members.  On  the  23d  it  took  position  in  the  rear  of  works  near 
the  Strong  house,  which  it  had  built  two  days  previous,  on  the 
Jerusalem  Plank  road,  and  there  it  remained  till  the  11th  of  July, 
when  its  term  of  service  having  expired  it  set  out  on  the  return  to 
Massachusetts,  leaving  behind  a  battalion  of  five  officers  and  196 
re-enlisted  men  and  recruits  which  was  attached  to  the  Eleventh 
Massachusetts  Regiment  and  afterward  made  a  pa*rt  of  that  organi- 
zation. During  the  1864  campaign  the  total  loss  of  the  regiment 
in  action  had  been  23  killed,  78  wounded  and  nine  missing — the 
losses  in  the  several  engagements  cannot  be  apportioned.  It  reached 
Massachusetts  on  the  22d  of  July  and  five  days  later  was  mustered 
out  of  service. 
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ITE  Seventeenth  Regiment  rendezvoused  at  Camp  Schouler, 


Lynnfield,  the  camp  being  formed  on  the  10th  of  July,  180*1, 


*  and  placed  under  command  of  Colonel  Dike  of  the  Seventh 
Militia  Regiment.  Eight  of  the  companies  were  from  Essex  county, 
the  first — A — being  mustered  July  21  and  the  other  nine  on  the 
following  day.  The  regiment  remained  at  the  camp  till  the  23d  of 
August,  when,  the  officers  having  been  mustered  two  days  before, 
it  received  orders  to  report  to  Washington.  The  make-up  of  the 
regiment  and  the  roster  of  officers  follows : — 

Colonel,  Thomas  J.  C.  Amory  of  Brookline;  lieutenant  colonel, 
John  F.  Fellows  of  Chelsea;  major,  Jones  Franklc  of  Haverhill:  sur- 
geon, Isaac  F.  Galloupe  of  Lynn;  assistant  surgeon,  William  II.  W. 
Hinds  of  Boston;  chaplain, William  D.  Haley  of  Rochester;  adjutant, 
Barnabas  N.  Mann  oi  Chelsea;  quartermaster,  Levi  P.  Thompson  of 
Cambridge  ;  sergeant  major,  Henry  Poor  of  Stoneham ;  quartermas- 
ter sergeant,  Alfred  G.  Taggard;  commissary  sergeant,  Henry  T.  Mer- 
rill, both  of  Haverhill;  hospital  steward,  George  O'Neill  of  Lynnfield; 
leader  of  band,  Arthur  Hall  of  Maiden. 

Company  A,  Newburyport  City  Grays — Captain,  David  F.  Brown; 
first  lieutenant,  Thomas  W.  Foster;  second  lieutenant,  Thomas  W. 
Goodwin. 

Company  B,  Foster  Guards — Captain,  Sidney  C.  Bancroft ;  first 
lieutenant,  Robert  B.  Bancroft,  both  of  South  Dan  vers;  second  lieu- 
tenant, John  E.  Mullally  of  Salem. 

Company  C,  Danvers  Light  Infantry — Captain,  Nehemiah  P.  Fuller; 
first  lieutenant,  William  W.  Smith;  second  lieuteuant,  Reuel  B.  Pray. 

Company  D,  Wallace  Guards  —  Captain,  George  H.  Morrill;  first 
lieutenant,  Jure  A.  Greeley,  both  of  Salisbury;  second  lieutenant, 
Benjamin  F.  Chesley  of  Haverhill. 

Company  E.  Haverhill — Captain,  Michael  McNamara;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Henry  Splaine;  second  lieutenant,  James  Maroney. 

Company  F,  Haverhill — Captain,  Luther  Day  ;  lirst  lieutenant, 
Enoch  F.  Tompkins;  second  lieutenant,  William  H.  Turner. 

Company  G,  Kimball  Guard — Captain,  George  W.  Kenney  of  Dan- 
vers; first  lieutenant,  George  W.  Tufts  ;  second  lieutenant,  Alfred  M. 
Channel!,  both  of  Rockport. 
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Company  H,  British  Volunteers  of  Boston — Captain,  John  K.  Lloyd; 
first  lieutenant,  John  S.  Hammond;  second  lieutenant,  Robert  *W. 
McCourt. 

Company  I,  Saunders  Guard — Captain,  Thomas  Weir;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Michael  Burns,  both  of  Lawrence;  second  lieutenant,  Archibald 
Bogle  of  Melrose. 

Company  K,  Maiden  Light  Infantry — Captain,  Joseph  R.  Simonds 
of  Melrose;  first  lieutenant,  Ivory  N.  Richardson;  second  lieutenant, 
Henry  W.  Oliver,  both  of  Maiden. 

The  regiment  left  camp  in  the  evening  of  the  23d,  under  command 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fellows, — Colonel  Amory  being  at  that  time 
a  captain  in  the  United  States  Army,  but  soon  after  obtaining  a 
leave  of  absence  for  three  years  to  accept  the  commission  tendered 
him  by  Governor  Andrew.  Passing  through  Boston  that  night  and 
New  York  the  following  afternoon,  the  command  on  reaching  Balti- 
more was  directed  to  stop  there  and  report  to  General  Dix,  com- 
manding the  department.  By  his  direction  it  went  into  camp  near 
the  city,  forming  part  of  the  division  under  his  immediate  command, 
where  it  remained  during  the  fall  and  winter.  On  the  14th  of 
November,  Colonel  Amory  with  six  companies  of  his  regiment  was 
detailed  to  accompany  thfe  expedition  of  General  H.  II.  Lock  wood 
into  the  two  East  Shore  counties  of  Virginia,  to  dis])erse  the  Con- 
federate organizations  forming  within  the  territory  and  if  possible 
win  the  inhabitants  back  to  their  allegiance  to  the  Union. 

Returning  from  this  worthy  though  bloodless  enterprise,  the  regi- 
ment resumed  its  encampment  near  Baltimore  and  was  only  called 
on  for  routine  duties  till  the  following  spring,  when  it  sailed  for 
Newbern,  N.  C,  and  joined  the  division  of  General  Foster,  becom- 
ing part  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division  of  Burnside's  army, 
Colonel  Amory  commanding  the  brigade,  the  other  regiments  of 
which  were  the  Twenty-third  and  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  and 
Sixth  New  Hampshire.  The  first  active  service  of  the  regiment 
was  in  a  night  expedition  intended  to  surprise  and  capture  a  detach- 
ment of  the  enemy  at  Trenton,  which  took  place  on  the  15th  of 
May,  1862.  Owing  to  a  late  start,  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry 
and  a  section  of  artillery  that  were  to  co-operate  with  the  Seven- 
teenth and  Twenty-fifth  Regiments  being  delayed  by  a  storm,  the 
attempt  at  a  surprise  failed,  the  column  being  attacked  five  miles 
short  of  Trenton  and  a  lively  skirmish  ensuing,  in  consequence  of 
which  Colonel  Amory  abandoned  the  undertaking  and  with  his  com- 
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mand  returned  to  camp,  the  Seventeenth  having  met  no  loss.  Some 
two  months  later  the  regiment  took  part  in  another  expedition  to 
ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy,  meeting  only  parties  of  videttes. 
After  this  nothing  occurred  to  hreak  the  routine  of  camp  duties 
and  outpost  service  till  late  in  the  autumn. 

The  force  in  the  department  had  then  been  much  strengthened 
by  the  arrival  of  numerous  new  regiments  of  nine-month8,  troops, 
largely  from  Massachusetts,  and  the  brigades  had  been  reorganized, 
Anion  's  consisting  of  the  Seventeenth,  Twenty-third,  Forty-third, 
Forty-fifth  and  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Regiments.  The  Goldsboro 
expedition  set  out  on  the  11th  of  December,  and  on  the  14th  when 
approaching  Kinston  encountered  the  enemy.  Wcssells's  Brigade 
was  first  engaged,  the  Seventeenth  being  detached  from  their  own 
brigade  to  its  support,  and  afterward  detailed  to  accompany  the 
Ninth  New  Jersey,  then  acting  as  an  independent  command,  with 
the  Third  New  York  Cavalry  to  feel  the  way  for  the  main  column. 
This  arrangement  continued  till  the  return  of  the  force  to  New- 
bern,  and  as  a  result  the  Seventeenth  were  among  the  first  troops 
to  enter  Kinston  after  the  Confederates  left,  the  regiment  being  at 
once  made  provost  guard.  It  remained  on  that  duty  till  the  march 
was  resumed  next  day,  when  it  took  the  advance,  encountering  the 
enemv  at  Whitehall  on  the  16th,  and  after  several  hours'  skirmish- 
ing  across  the  creek,  which  neither  force  could  cross,  the  march 
was  resumed  toward  Goldsboro.  Approaching  the  railroad  bridge 
leading  to  the  town,  on  the  17th,  the  destruction  of  which  was  the 
main  object  of  the  expedition,  a  lively  conflict  ensued.  The  regi- 
ment having  fought  its  way  to  the  vicinity  of  the  bridge,  two  vol- 
unteers were  called  for  to  join  a  like  number  from  the  Ninth  New 
Jersey  and  fire  the  structure.  Adjutant  Mann  was  oue  of  those 
who  responded,  and  was  wounded  in  the  attempt.  The  effort  was 
successful,  however,  and  when  it  was  assured  that  the  structure  was 
well  ignited  the  Union  forces  proceeded  to  withdraw.  After  the 
regiment  had  started  upon  the  return  march  it  was  called  back  by 
an  attack  from  the  Confederates  on  some  of  the  troops  at  the  rear, 
but  the  affair  was  over  before  it  reached  the  scene  and  the  march 
was  immediately  resumed.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  during  the 
expedition  was  one  killed,  29  wounded  and  two  missing,  19  of  the 
casualties  occurring  before  Goldsboro. 

•  After  returning  from  Goldsboro  the  Seventeenth  were  engaged  in 
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provost  duty  in  the  city  of  Newbern  till  January  26, 1863,  when 
they  were  relieved  by  the  Forty-fifth  Regiment  and  took  quarters  in 
the  barracks  of  the  latter  regiment  on  the  Trent  river,  some  two 
miles  from  the  town.  No  duty  of  importance  came  to  them  till  the 
7th  of  April,  when  they  formed  part  of  the  expedition  under  Gen- 
eral Spinola  intended  for  the  relief  of  Little  Washington,  then  be- 
sieged by  the  Confederates.  The  enemy  were  found  on  the  9th  in 
a  strongly  intrenched  position  at  Blount's  Creek,  and  after  engaging 
them  for  a  time  General  Spinola  returned  to  Newbern,  the  Seven- 
teenth having  eight  wounded  in  the  fight.  On  the  17th  General 
Foster  in  person  (having  escaped  from  Little  Washington)  set  out 
with  a  larger  force,  of  which  the  regiment  formed  part,  to  raise  the 
siege,  but  found  that  Longstreet's  troops  had  departed  and  the 
relieving  column  entered  the  town  unopposed  on  the  20th ;  two  days 
later  the  Seventeenth  returned  to  Newbern  by  the  steamer  Escort. 

The  regiment  formed  part  of  a  force  under  General  I.  N.  Palmer 
which  advanced  to  Core  Creek  on  the  27th  and  next  dav  to  Dover 
Station,  where  a  slight  engagement  took  place,  but  without  loss  to 
the  Seventeenth,  and  on  the  1st  of  May  the  regiment  was  back 
again  at  Newbern.    There  it  remained  till  the  4th  of  July,  when  it 
joined  in  a  raid  to  Trenton,  being  detached  there  to  hold  the  Kins- 
ton  road  while  the  main  column  went  further,  but  was  back  in  camp 
again  on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  without  having  been  engaged. 
On  the  25th  a  more  extensive  movement  took  the  regiment  by 
steamer  Peconic  to  Winton,  on  the  Chowan  river,  where  it  joined 
a  detachment  from  Portsmouth,  Va.,  intended  for  a  raid  on  Wcldon. 
The  Seventeenth  led  the  way  toward  Murfrcesboro,  driving  in  the 
enemy's  outposts,  and  at  Mount  Tabor  Church  captured  the  camp 
of  the  Twelfth  North  Carolina  Battalion  with  32  prisoners  and  a 
quantity  of  small  arms.    The  regiment  remained  there  while  the 
cavalry  of  the  expedition  attempted  to  reach  Weldon,but  the  enemy 
was  found  in  force  at  Jackson  and  the  enterprise  was  abandoned,  the 
column  returning  to  Winton  where  the  Seventeenth  re-embarked  and 
reached  Newbern  on  the  1st  of  August,  having  lost  three  wounded. 

On  the  1st  of  October  the  Seventeenth  again  took  up  provost 
duty  in  the  city,  relieving  the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts,  five 
companies  of  the  regiment  being  quartered  within  the  town  and 
the  remainder  encamped  outside  near  Fort  Totten.  There  they  re- 
mained at  the  close  of  the  year.    Meantime  some  changes  had  oc- 
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curred  among  the  officers ;  Major  Frankle  having  been  detached  to 
raise  the  Second  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  the  vacancy  was 
filled  December  29  by  the  promotion  of  Captain  Luther  Day.  As- 
sistant Surgeon  Hinds  having  been  promoted  surgeon  of  the  Twelfth 
Regiment,  George  W.  Clark  of  Boston  was  appointed  to  the  vacancy, 
while  during  the  previous  year  Charles  G.  A.  Eayrs  of  Lowell  had 
been  added  to  the  medical  staff.  Chaplain  Haley  had  resigned  and 
been  succeeded  by  William  P.  Colby  of  Amcsbury,  who  also  left 
the  position  before  the  close  of  the  year  1863. 

Early  in  1864  the  Seventeenth  met  with  its  first  serious  experience 
in  action.  On  the  1st  of  February  an  attack  was  made  by  the  Con- 
federates  under  General  Pickett  on  the  Union  outpost  at  Batchelder's 
Creek,  some  eight  miles  from  Newbern,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Fellows  with  115  members  of  the  five  companies  located  outside 
the  city  and  a  section  of  artillery  set  out  for  the  support  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty-second  New  York  Regiment,  then  holding  the 
threatened  position.  The  bridge  across  the  creek  had  just  been 
carried  by  the  strong  force  of  the  enemy  when  the  Seventeenth  de- 
tachment arrived,  but  the  intrepid  Fellows  placed  his  little  command 
to  the  front  and  left  of  the  New  York  regiment  and  stubbornly  dis- 
puted the  progress  of  the  foe  till  the  battery  and  the  other  regiment 
had  left  the  field.  The  order  was  then  given  to  fall  back  to  the 
crossing  of  the  Trent  road  to  make  another  stand,  but  in  the  heavy 
fog  which  prevailed  the  Confederates  flanked  the  party  and  cut  off 
a  large  portion  of  them  before  the  movement  could  be  executed. 
Three  had  been  killed  and  three  severely  wounded  during  the  fight- 
ing, and  66  were  made  prisoners,  including  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Fellows,  Surgeon  Galloupe  and  Adjutant  Henry  A.  Cheever — the 
latter  severely  wounded.  Such  of  the  command  as  escaped  made 
their  way  back  to  Newbern  and  assisted  in  manning  the  works 
and  picketing  the  approaches  while  the  city  was  threatened. 

After  three  days  of  demonstration  the  enemy  withdrew  from  the 
vicinity  and  the  usual  routine  prevailed  till  the  18th  of  April,  when 
six  companies  of  the  Seventeenth  left  in  transports  for  Little  Wash- 
ington, which  was  again  threatened  by  the  Confederates,  and  was 
besieged  by  them  after  the  capture  of  Plymouth  on  the  20th.  The 
place  was  evacuated  on  the  30th, the  Seventeenth  Regiment  with  the 
other  troops  returning  to  Newbern,  having  lost  in  the  fighting  about 
Washington  two  men  killed.    Two  days  later  the  companies  on 
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duty  in  the  city  were  relieved  by  the  Fifteenth  Connecticut  and  the 
regiment  encamped  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Trent  a  mile  from  the 
city.  From  that  time  till  the  expiration  of  the  original  term  of 
enlistment,  the  regiment  was  occupied  with  details  on  picket  at  out- 
posts in  the  vicinity,  the  only  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in  that 
time  being  on  the  5th  of  May,  when  Company  B  bad  a  lively  ex- 
change of  shots  with  a  force  which  had  approached  the  defenses  by 
way  of  the  railroad. 

On  the  16th  of  July  those  whose  term  of  service  was  about  to 
expire  took  transports  for  Massachusetts,  where  they  were  mustered 
out  on  the  3d  of  August.  The  re-enlisted  men  and  recruits  were 
consolidated  into  a  battalion  of  three  companies,  commanded  by 
Captain  Henry  Splaine,  who  later  received  the  commission  of  major. 
A  fourth  company  was  formed  soon  afterward,  but  was  not  filled 
for  some  time.  The  battalion  was  ordered  to  Newport  Barracks,  a 
few  miles  from  Beaufort  on  the  railroad,  July  27,  and  remained 
there  during  the  ensuing  months.  The  re-enl  istcd  men  were  granted 
a  furlough  of  40  days  from  the  23d  of  September,  rejoining  their 
comrades  at  the  Barracks  November  20.  During  the  winter  some 
450  men  were  detached  from  the  Second  Massachusetts  Heavy 
Artillery  by  Special  Order  from  the  War  Department  and  transfer- 
red to  the  Seventeenth,  making  the  latter  an  eight-company  organi- 
zation, of  which  Major  Splaine  was  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel 
and  Captain  William  W.  Smith  major. 

The  spring  campaign  of  1865,  so  far  as  the  Seventeenth  Regiment 
was  concerned,  opened  on  the  4th  of  March,  when  the  command 
moved  to  Core  Creek,  where  it  was  attached  to  the  Third  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  District  of  Beaufort,  Major  Smith  commanding 
the  regiment,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Splaine  the  brigade,  and  General 
S.  F.  Carter  the  division.  On  the  7th  the  division  reached  Wise's 
Forks,  five  miles  from  Kinston,  and  set  about  intrenching  in  antici- 
pation of  an  attack  by  the  enemy  under  General  Bragg.  The  ex- 
pected battle  began  next  morning,  the  Second  Brigade  being  almost 
annihilated  by  capture,  after  which  the  foe  advanced  upon  the 
works  of  the  Third  Brigade.  As  they  approached  Companies  A, 
C  and  F  of  the  Seventeenth,  commanded  by  Major  Smith  in  person, 
advanced  at  the  double-quick  to  meet  and  retard  them  as  much  as 
possible,  that  the  main  line  might  the  better  be  prepared  for  resist- 
ance.   During  the  sharp  fight  which  ensued  Company  A  was  at  one 
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time  in  possession  of  a  piece  of  artillery  which  had  recently  been 
captured  from  the  Second  Brigade,  but  it  could  not  be  removed  in 
time,  and  the  gallant  fellows  were  driven  from  it  by  overwhelming 
numbers.  The  fighting  at  this  point  continued  for  three  days  with 
varying  success,  but  finally  the  Confederates  were  repulsed  in  an 
attack  on  the  Union  left,  where  they  met  such  sturdy  fighters  as 
the  Seventeenth  and  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts,  Ninth  New  Jersey 
and  Third  New  York  Artillery,  and  the  battle  ended.  The  loss  to 
the  Seventeenth  during  the  engagement  was  about  40  in  killed, 
wounded  and  missing,  ten  of  whom  were  killed  or  fatally  wounded. 

The  regiment  occupied  Kinston  from  the  15th  to  the  20th  of 
March,  when  it  moved  to  Goldsboro,  which  was  reached  the  next 
day,  and  possession  of  the  place  being  assured  returned  on  the  23d 
to  Bear  Creek,  15  miles,  and  rebuilt  a  railroad  bridge,  marching  on 
the  25th  to  Goldsboro,  where  General  Sherman's  army  had  then 
arrived.  The  regiment  accompanied  Sherman's  army  for  Raleigh 
on  the  10th  of  April,  reaching  there  on  the  14th,  and  was  detached 
from  its  brigade  on  the  5th  of  May  to  garrison  Greensboro,  95  miles 
away.  This  duty  it  performed  acceptably  till  the  11th  of  July, 
when  it  was  mustered  out  of  the  United  States  service  and  started 
for  Massachusetts,  reaching  Rcadville  on  the  19th  and  on  the  26th 
being  paid  and  discharged. 

The  total  loss  of  the  Seventeenth  Regiment  killed  in  action  was 
light  compared  with  most  of  the  three-years'  regiments,  being  only 
11,  all  enlisted  men  ;  but  some  50  died  in  Confederate  prisons,  in- 
cluding First  Lieutenant  Barnabas  N.  Mann,  October  8,  1864. 
Three  other  commissioned  oflicers  died  in  the  service, — Colonel 
(brevet  Brigadier  General)  Amory,  at  Beaufort  October  7,  1864, 
Captain  Levi  P.  Thompson,  September  20, 1862 ;  First  Lieutenant 
George  W.  Tufts,  at  Baltimore,  October  27,  1861.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Fellows  while  a  prisoner  of  war  was  one  of  the  Union  ofli- 
cers exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  Federal  batteries  at  Charleston,  S.  C, 
but  was  exchanged  in  time  to  be  mustered  out  August  9, 1864. 
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HE  Eighteenth  Regiment  gathered  at  Camp  Brigham  in  Ded- 


ham,  but  left  the  state  before  its  organization  was  complete. 


*  Five  companies  reached  the  rendezvous  early  in  July,  1861, 
by  direction  of  the  governor,  and  up  to  the  20th  of  August  three 
others  had  followed.  Most  of  the  line  officers  were  mustered  on 
that  day,  and  the  enlisted  men  in  camp  were  sworn  in  four  days 
later.  Orders  to  report  with  the  command  at  Washington  were 
then  received,  and  the  journey  began  on  the  26th.  About  a  month 
later  Company  A  joined  the  regiment,  but  Company  C  did  not  re- 
port for  duty  till  the  last  of  November,  being  sworn  into  the  United 
states  service  January  14,  1862.  The  completed  roster  of  oflieers 
was  as  follows  : — 

Colonel,  James  Barnes  of  Springfield;  lieutenant  colonel,  Timothy 
Ingraham  of  New  Bedford;  major,  Joseph  Hayes  of  Boston;  surgeon, 
David  P.  Smith  of  Springtield;  assistant  surgeon,  Orlando  Brown  of 
Wrentham;  chaplain,  Benjamin  F.  DeCostaof  Charlestown;  adjutant, 
George  F.  Hodges  of  Koxbury;  quartermaster,  Sanford  Almy  of  New 
Bedford;  sergeant  major,  Edward  M.  Onion  of  Ded ham;  quartermas- 
ter sergeant,  John  D.  Isbell  of  Springfield;  commissary  sergeant, 
William  M.  Ingraham  of  New  Bedford;  hospital  steward,  Virtulan  K. 
Stone  of  Dana;  principal  musician,  Cyrus  C.  Vaughn  of  New  Bedford; 
leader  of  hand,  Albert  K.  Davis  of  Somerset. 

Company  A — CaDtain,  Lewis  N.  Tucker  of  Milton:  first  lieutenant, 
Joseph  C.  Ayer  of  Newtonville;  second  lieutenant,  James  D.  Orne  of 
Springfield. 

Company  B — Captain,  George  Charles  Ruby  of  Taunton;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Cyrus  M.  Wheaton  of  Somerset;  second  lieutenant,  Warren 
]>utton  Russell  of  Brighton. 

Company  C — Captain,  William  S.  McFarlin  of  Carver:  first  lieu- 
tenant, George  M.  Barnard,  Jr.;  second  lieutenant,  William  Vincent 
Smith,  both  of  Boston. 

Company  I) — Captain,  Stephen  Thomas  of  Middlchoro:  first  lieu- 
tenant, Woodbridge  11.  Howes  of  Mattapoisett  :  second  lieutenant, 
Charles  F.  Edson  of  Middleboro. 
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Company  E — Captain,  Thomas  Weston  of  Middleboro;  first  lieuten- 
ant, William  Henry  Winsor  of  Plymouth;  second  lieutenant,  John  E. 
Bird  of  Boston. 

Company  F,  Dedham — Captain,  Henry  Onion;  first  lieutenant, 
Charles  W.  Carroll;  second  lieutenant,  Fisner  A.  Baker. 

Company  G — Captain,  William  B.  White  of  East  Abington;  first 
lieutenant,  James  N.  Sparrell  of  South  Scituate;  second  lieutenant, 
William  G.  Hewins  of  Dorchester. 

Company  H — Captain,  Joseph  W.  Collingwood;  first  lieutenant, 
Charles  Henry  Drew,  both  of  Plymouth;  second  lieutenant,  Horatio 
Nelson  Dallas  of  Boston. 

Company  I — Captain,  Frederic  D.  Forrest  of  Wrentham;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Alvin  E.  llall  of  Foxboro;  second  lieutenant,  Samuel  H.  Bug- 
bee  of  Wrentham. 

Company  K — Captain,  John  L.  Spalding  of  Boston;  first  henten- 
ant,  Benjamin  F.  Messervy  of  Quincy;  second  lieutenant,  Pardon 
Almy,  Jr.,  of  Cambridge. 

Going  by  way  of  New  York,  Baltimore  and  Harrisburg,  the  Eight- 
eenth reached  Washington  May  30,  and  next  day  reported  to 
Colonel  E.  D.  Baker,  going  into  camp  about  a  mile  to  the  west  of 
the  Capitol,  the  location  being  called  Camp  Massachusetts.  The 
regiment  was  ordered  on  the  3d  of  September  to  cross  the  river  and 
report  to  General  Fitz  John  Porter,  commanding  a  division,  by 
whom  it  was  assigned  to  General  Martindale's  Brigade,  its  fellow- 
regiments  being  the  Second  Maine,  Thirteenth  and  Forty-first  New 
York.  The  regimental  camp  was  located  near  Fort  Corcoran,  on 
ground  recently  occupied  by  the  Sixty-ninth  New  York,  and  the 
Eighteenth  began  to  see  actual  service  in  fatigue  duty  and  on  picket. 
The  division  was  moved  to  the  front  on  the  26th  and  went  into  camp 
near  Hall's  Hill,  then  the  outpost  of  the  Union  army.  This  posi- 
tion was  occupied  during  the  winter,  the  regiment  giving  much  at- 
tention to  drill  and  discipline,  so  that  at  a  review  held  at  Bailey's 
Cross  Roads  it  was  especially  complimented  for  excellence  by  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  as  a  mark  of  appreciation  received  new 
uniform  and  camp  equipage  imported  from  France  and  modeled  on 
that  of  the  French  chasseurs  a  jwd.  Before  the  opening  of  the 
spring  campaign  some  changes  were  made  in  Martindale's  Brigade, 
the  Forty-first  New  York  giving  place  to  the  Twenty-second  Massa- 
chusetts and  Twenty-fifth  New  York  Regiments,  while  the  Second 
Company  of  Massachusetts  Sharpshooters  was  attached  to  the  bri- 
gade, which  was  known  as  the  First  Brigade,  Porter's  Division, 
Third  (Heintzelman's)  Corps. 
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The  winter  camp  was  vacated  March  10, 1862,  and  the  regiment 
marched  to  Fairfax,  stopping  there  till  the  16th,  when  it  was  ordered 
to  A  lexandria  to  embark  for  the  Peninsula.    Transports  were  taken, 
on  the  21st,  and  two  days  later  the  command  debarked  at  Old  Point 
Comfort,  encamping  at  Hampton  for  two  days  and  then  at  New- 
market Bridge,  where  it  remained  till  the  Federal  army  was  ready 
*  for  the  forward  movement.    This  began  on  the  4th  of  April,  and 
early  on  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day  the  defenses  of  York- 
town  were  reached,  before  which  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  came  to* 
a  halt  and  remained  for  a  month.    The  Eighteenth  took  active  part 
in  the  earlier  operations  by  which  the  enemy's  line  was  located,  and 
three  of  its  companies  were  at  once  placed  on  the  skirmish  line, 
while  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  formed  a  portion  of  the  main 
line  of  battle,  but  no  casualties  were  suffered.    Later  the  command 
went  into  camp  near  by  and  daily  furnished  heavy  details  for  out- 
post and  fatigue  duty  till  the  evacuation  of  Yorktown.  Immediately 
ou  that  event  Porter's  Division  took  transports  and  landed  on  the 
8th  of  May  at  West  Point,  near  the  junction  of  the  Matapony  and 
Pamunkey  rivers.    Up  the  south  side  of  the  latter  the  division 
marched,  setting  out  on  the  13th,  going  first  to  Cumberland,  thence 
to  White  House,  moving  on  the  19th  toward  Richmond  as  far  as 
TunstalPs  Station,  and  on  the  26th  to  Gaines  Mills. 

During  this  time  the  Fifth  (Provisional)  Army  Corps  had  been 
formed,  of  which  General  Porter  was  given  command.  It  was  com- 
posed of  his  own  division,  the  command  of  which  was  taken  by 
General  Morell,  and  another  under  General  Svkes.  The  brigade  to 
which  the  Eighteenth  belonged  was  strengthened  by  the  addition  of 
the  First  Michigan  Regiment,  and  was  known  as  the  First  Brigade,. 
First  Division.  About  the  same  time  the  regiment  exchanged  the 
smooth-bore  muskets  with  which  it  had  thus  far  been  armed  for  the 
Springfield  riHed  pattern.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th  the 
division  set  out  for  Hanover  Court  House,  but  as  the  Eighteenth 
Regiment  had  been  on  picket  during  a  heavy  storm  it  was  not  in 
condition  to  march  at  once ;  and  though  it  followed  a  few  hours 
later  it  was  not  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  brilliant  action  by  which 
General  Porter  defeated  the  Confederate  force  under  General  Branch. 
It  assisted  in  burying  the  dead  left  upon  the  field  by  the  enemy  and 
on  the  29th  returned  to  its  camp  at  Gaines  Mills.  There  it  re- 
mained till  the  26th  of  June,  when  with  the  Seventeenth  New  York 
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of  Butterfield's  Brigade  it  was  detached  from  the  division  to  ac- 
company a  force  of  cavalry  and  artillery  under  General  Stoneman 
for  the  protection  of  the  army  supplies  at  White  House.  The  ope- 
rations which  followed  were  arduous,  and  demanded  many  of  the 
best  qualities  of  soldiership,  but  all  were  performed  in  a  manner  to 
win  praise.  The  stores  there  having  been  destroyed  in  conformity 
with  McClelland  purpose  to  change  base  to  the  James  river,  the 
regiment  embarked  on  transports,  dropped  down  the  river  and 
finally  by  way  of  Fortress  Monroe  arrived  at  Harrison's  Landing, 
where  it  debarked  one  day  before  the  arrival  of  the  rest  of  the  bri- 
gade, which  meantime  had  been  fighting  its  way  across  the  Peninsula. 

"With  the  rest  of  the  army,  the  Eighteenth  encamped  at  Harri- 
son's Landing  till  the  15th  of  August,  the  only  movement  of  note 
during  that  time  so  far  as  they  were  concerned  being  a  reconnais- 
sance to  the  Chickahominy  the  last  of  July,  returning  to  cam])  the 
same  day.  Before  the  transfer  to  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  how- 
ever, various  changes  occurred  among  the  officers.  Colonel  Barnes 
took  command  of  the  brigade,  succeeding  General  Martindale,  who 
was  made  military  governor  of  Washington ;  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Ingraham  had  been  made  colonel  of  a  new  Massachusetts  regiment, 
then  being  recruited  ;  Major  Hayes  having  been  prostrated  by  sick- 
ness was  necessarily  away  from  the  regiment,  and  the  command 
devolved  upon  Captain  Thomas,  under  whom  the  march  was  made 
on  the  15th  to  the  Chickahominy,  thence  by  way  of  Williamsburg, 
Yorktown  and  Hampton  to  Newport  News,  where  on  the  20th  trans- 
ports were  taken  for  Acquia  Creek.  Going  from  there  by  rail  to 
Falmouth,  the  regiment  marched  to  Rappahannock  Station,  where 
it  arrived  on  the  23d.  The  next  few  days  were  devoted  to  maneu- 
vering and  marchings  to  and  fro,  falling  back  on  the  27th  to  War- 
renton,  next  day  to  Catlett's,  and  on  the  29th  to  Manassas  Gap. 
From  this  point  it  inarched  to  the  battle  of  Manassas,  or  the  Second 
Bull  Run,  in  which  it  was  destined  to  take  an  important  part. 

As  the  brigade,  temporarily  under  command  of  Colonel  Charles 
W.  Roberts  of  the  Second  Maine,  came  upon  the  field  during  the 
forenoon  of  the  30th  it  was  formed  in  double  line  of  battle  with 
supports  in  echelon,  the  Eighteenth  forming  the  first  line  in  rear  of 
the  skirmishers,  two  of  its  companies  being  deployed  to  extend  the 
skirmish  line  so  as  to  form  connection  on  the  right.  An  attempt 
was  then  made  to  advance  across  a  field  and  through  a  piece  of 
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woods,  by  which  it  was  hoped  to  flank  a  Confederate  battery ;  but 
the  failure  of  troops  to  the  right  and  left  to  advance  rendered  the 
attempt  futile  ;  the  brigade  was  soon  obliged  to  halt  and  answer  the 
fire  which  was  poured  in  from  front  and  both  flanks,  and  after  half 
an  hour  of  this  unequal  contest  the  decimated  regiments  fell  back 
to  a  less  exposed  position,  Sykes's  Division  (Second)  of  the  same 
corps  covering  their  withdrawal.  That  night  the  regiment,  which 
had  won  high  praise  for  its  gallantry  during  the  day,  retired  with 
its  corps  to  Centerville.  It  had  lost  in  the  engagement  40  killed, 
101  wounded  and  28  missing, — more  than  half  of  the  number 
taken  into  action.  Of  the  dead  were  Captain  Charles  W.  Carroll, 
First  Lieutenant  Warren  D.  Russell  and  Second  Lieutenant  Pardon 
Almy,  Jr.  Previous  to  this  two  officers  of  the  regiment  had  died 
from  disease — First  Lieutenant  George  F.  Hodges  on  the  31st  of 
January  and  Second  Lieutenant  John  D.  Isbell  on  the  16th  of  July. 

Major  Hayes  returned  to  the  command  of  the  Eighteenth  on  the 
1st  of  September.  He  was  soon  after  promoted  to  the  vacant  lieu- 
tenant colonelcy,  Captain  Thomas  being  made  major ;  the  commis- 
sions dated  from  the  25th  of  August,  but  it  was  some  time  later 
that  the  recipients  were  mustered  to  the  new  rank.  During  the 
night  of  the  1st  and  the  following  day  the  regiment  marched  to 
Chain  Bridge,  going  on  the  3d  to  Hall's  Hill,  where  it  rested  till 
evening  of  the  6th.  It  then  moved  by  night  to  Alexandria  and 
staid  till  the  9th,  thence  to  Fort  Corcoran,  opposite  Georgetown, 
making  another  three-days'  halt.  Then  began  the  march  to  the 
Antietam,  where  the  Fifth  Corps  arrived  on  the  16th,  but  beyond 
supporting  batteries  on  the  east  side  of  the  creek  the  Eighteenth 
took  no  active  part  in  the  engagement.  After  thc>  fighting  was 
over  the  regiment  was  detailed  for  picket  near  the  Burnside  bridge, 
at  the  left,  where  it  passed  the  18th  and  the  succeeding  night,  ad- 
vancing next  day  to  the  Potomac.  It  crossed  that  river  on  the 
20th,  leading  its  brigade,  and  opened  the  action  of  Shepherds- 
town,  in  which  the  two  brigades  commanded  by  Barnes  and  Sykes 
encountered  four  times  their  number  of  Confederates,  and  being 
unsupported  were  obliged  to  fall  back.  The  Eighteenth  retired  in 
good  order,  having  lost  three  killed,  11  wounded  and  one  missing. 
Following  this  unsatisfactory  experience,  the  regiment  remained  in 
camp  near  Sharpsburg  for  about  six  weeks. 

The  movement  southward  began  on  the  30th  of  October,  when 
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the  column  marched  toward  Harper's  Ferry,  crossed  the  Potomac 
there  the  following  day  and  advanced  by  easy  stages  to  Warrenton, 
where  it  went  into  camp  on  the  9th.  During  this  time  the  brigade, 
still  commanded  by  Colonel  Barnes,  had  been  enlarged  by  the  ad- 
dition of  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Regiment; 
the  division  was  at  that  time  under  General  Charles  Griffin  and  the 
corps  was  commanded  by  General  Butterfield.  Camp  was  broken 
on  the  17th,  the  regiment  moving  by  way  of  Elktown  to  Hartwood 
Church,  encamping  there  from  the  19th  to  the  23d  and  then  ad- 
vancing to  a  position  on  the  railroad  near  the  village  of  Falmouth. 
It  remained  there,  with  the  exception  of  a  reconnaissance  back  to 
Hartwood  Church  on  the  1st  of  December,  till  the  11th  of  that 
month,  when  it  took  position  further  down  the  river,  opposite 
Fredericksburg,  and  remained  in  waiting  there  till  afternoon  of  the 
13th  before  it  was  called  on  to  join  in  the  battle. 

The  call  to  action  came  at  1  o'clock,  when  the  regiment  led  its 
division  across  the  river,  being  the  first  of  the  Fifth  Corps  to  cross. 
The  brigade  at  once  went  to  the  front  and  relieved  a  brigade  of  the 
Ninth  Corps  which  had  suffered  severely  in  an  attempt  to  reach  the 
enemy '8  line  of  works.  A  charge  was  made  soon  after  by  the  Eight- 
eenth, but  it  was  not  successful  and  cost  the  command  heavily  in 
killed  and  wounded.  After  falling  back  it  was  reformed  and  again 
took  its  place  in  the  front  of  the  Union  line  where  it  remained 
during  the  rest  of  the  afternoon  and  in  that  vicinity  till  the  even- 
ing of  the  following  day,  when  it  retired  to  the  town  and  early  the 
next  morning  as  part  of  the  rear  guard  covered  the  withdrawal  of 
the  troops  from  that  side  of  the  river.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  in 
this  battle  was  13  killed  and  121  wounded ;  among  the  former  being 
Captain  George  C.  Ruby  and  Second  Lieutenant  James  B.  Hancock 
of  Cambridge,  and  of  the  nine  officers  wounded  Captain  Joseph  W. 
Collingwood  died  on  the  24th.  Every  member  of  the  color  guard 
was  wounded,  so  severe  was  the  fire  upon  the  colors  ;  but  it  is  worthy 
of  note  that  not  a  member  of  the  regiment  was  missing  from  his 
place  save  the  killed  and  wounded  when  the  ordeal  was  over. 

The  remainder  of  the  winter  and  the  early  spring  brought  few 
events  of  importance  to  the  Eighteenth  Regiment,  and  on  but  two 
occasions  did  it  quit  camp  for  any  extended  operations.  Marching 
up  the  river  to  Richards  Ford  with  its  brigade  on  the  30th  of  Decem- 
ber, it  forded  the  Rappahannock  next  day,  the  water  being  waist 
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deep,  drove  back  the  Confederate  videttes  on  the  southern  bank,  as- 
cended the  stream  to  the  next  ford,  recrossed  to  the  northern  shore 
and  made  its  way  back  to  camp  on  the  1st  of  January,  1863.  It 
took  part  also  in  the  "  Mud  March,"  three  weeks  late^r,  and  when 
that  failed  returned  to  the  abandoued  camp,  remaining  there  till  the 
spring  suns  had  brought  the  roads  into  reliable  condition  and  Gen- 
eral Hooker,  who  had  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  had  perfected  his  plans  for  the  Chancellorsville  cam- 
paign. The  Fifth  Corps  had  now  passed  under  the  command  of 
General  Meade;  Colonel  Barnes  had  been  commissioned  a  brigadier 
general  of  volunteers  dating  from  the  29th  of  November  previous, 
in  consequence  of  which  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hayes  and  Major 
Thomas  had  been  advanced  each  one  grade,  dating  from  that  time, 
and  Captain  William  B.  White  was  commissioned  major  from  the 
1st  of  March  following. 

The  movement  for  the  crossing  of  the  river  began  on  the  27th  of 
April,  when  the  regiment  marched  to  Hartwood  Church,  advancing 
the  next  day  to  Kelly's  Ford.  On  the  29th  it  crossed  both  the  Rap- 
pahannock and  the  Rapidan,  marching  next  day  to  Chancelrorsvillo 
and  on  the  1st  of  May  with  its  corps  taking  position  at  the  left  of 
the  Union  line  near  Banks  Ford.  The  part  taken  in  the  battle  by 
the  Fifth  Corps  was  not  important,  and  the  service  of  the  Eighteenth 
was  not  exceptional.  It  was  frequently  under  fire  as  demonstra- 
tions were  made  on  that  part  of  the  line,  and  was  drawn  farther  to 
the  right  during  the  course  of  the  battle,  its  loss  being  Captain 
William  G.  Hewins  killed  on  the  3d  of  May  and  13  men  wounded. 
When  the  conflict  was  over,  the  Fifth  Corps  formed  the  rear  guard 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  its  retreat  across  the  river,  the 
Eighteenth  Regiment  assisting  in  taking  up  the  ponton  bridges 
when  the  troops  had  crossed.  Then  it  returned  once  more  to  the 
camp  near  Falmouth,  where  it  remained  till  the  29th,  moved  to  Hart- 
wood  Church,  Morrisville  and  Grove  Church,  and  again  halted  for 
two  weeks. 

The  movement  northward  which  was  to  end  with  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg  began  for  the  Eighteenth  on  the  14th  of  June,  when  the 
regiment  marched  to  Catlett's  Station*.  It  reached  Aldie  on  the 
19th  and  two  days  later  moved  to  Ashby's  Gap  in  support  of  the 
cavalry  engagement  at  Uppcrvillc,  returning  to  Aldie  next  day  and 
on  the  26th  advancing  to  Edwards  Ferry ;  thence  by  way  of  Frede- 
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rick,  Liberty,  Unionville  and  Hanover  to  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  which  it 
reached  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  July.  During  this  time  much 
change  had  occurred  in  the  make-up  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  now  com- 
manded by  General  Sykes.  General  Barnes  had  been  promoted  to 
the  command  of  the  First  Division,  Colonel  Tilton  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Massachusetts  commanded  the  brigade,  which  had  been  re- 
duced to  the  two  Massachusetts  regiments,  the  One  Hundred  and 
Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  and  the  First  Michigan.  The  part  taken 
in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  by  the  Eighteenth  was  like  that  at 
Chancellors ville,  not  important,  and  by  a  coincidence  the  loss  on 
the  two  fields  was  the  same — one  killed  and  13  wounded.  This 
loss  occurred  when  two  brigades  of  the  First  Division  attempted 
the  assistance  of  De  Trobriand's  Brigade,  which  had  been  flanked 
from  its  position  near  the  "  wheat-field."  Tilton's  Brigade  was  itself 
speedily  flanked  and  obliged  to  fall  back,  General  Barnes,  the  division 
commander,  being  severely  wounded  at  that  time.  Position  was  then 
taken  by  the  brigade  near  Little  Round  Top,  where  it  remained  dur- 
ing the  following  day,  and  till  the  army  moved  from  the  field. 

Front  this  time  till  the  close  of  the  year  the  history  of  the  regi- 
ment is  similar  to  that  of  many  other  organizations  in  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  which  shared  in  the  various  movements  of  that  body. 
It  left  Gettysburg  on  the  5th  of  July,  crossed  the  Antietam  the  10th, 
and  during  the  three  days  following  was  in  line  of  battle  before 
Williamsport ;  thence  after  the  retreat  of  the  Confederate  army 
into  Virginia  it  marched  down  the  river  to  Berlin,  where  it  crossed 
the  Potomac  on  the  17th  and  ten  days  later  went  into  camp  at  War- 
renton.  The  location  was  changed  to  Beverly  Ford  on  the  8th  of 
August  and  on  the  16th  the  column  marched  to  Culpeper  Court 
House,  where  the  regiment  under  command  of  Major  White  (Colonel 
Hayes  being  in  command  of  the  brigade)  was  detailed  as  provost 
guard  of  the  town,  and  remained  on  that  duty  till  the  11th  of  Octo- 
ber. Lieutenant  Colonel  Thomas  resigned  from  the  3d  of  Septem- 
ber, and  the  vacancy  thus  created  was  filled  by  the  promotion  of 
Major  White,  Captain  Thomas  Weston  being  made  major — the  com- 
missions dating  from  October  15. 

On  rejoining  its  brigade  &t  Beverly  Ford  the  regiment  found  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  on  the  alert  to  meet  the  movements  of  the 
enemy.  Some  demonstrations  across  the  Rappahannock  followed, 
and  then  came  the  rapid  movement  of  both  armies  back  toward 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  E1G 11  TEES  Til  KEG  I M  EXT. 


2S<) 


Washington,  ending  with  another  period  of  hostile  array  on  the 
well-worn  fields  about  Manassas,  Fairfax  Court  House  and  Ccnter- 
ville,  but  without  engagement.  Before  the  close  of  the  month  the 
command  was  again  back  near  Warrenton.  It  joined  in  the  brilliant 
capture  of  Rappahannock  Station  on  the  7th  of  November,  where 
it  suffered  the  loss  of  two  killed  and  14  wounded — Second  Lieuten- 
ant George  F.  Weston  of  Lincoln  dying  of  his  injuries  January  5, 
18G4.  The  regiment  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Rappahannock 
till  the  26th  of  November,  when  it  advanced  to  the  Rapidan  with 
the  corps,  crossed  that  stream  at  Culpepcr  Ford  and  took  part  in 
the  Mine  Run  campaign  which  followed,  having  two  men  wounded 
while  confronting  the  enemy's  position.  On  the  3d  of  December  it 
once  more  reached  Beverly  Ford  and  encamped  for  the  winter. 

The  months  which  followed  were  not  a  season  of  inaction,  though 
regimental  head-quarters  remained  at  Beverly  Ford ;  there  wore 
heavy  daily  details  for  duty  along  the  railroad,  in  addition  to  the 
natural  demands  for  guard  and  outpost.  Yet  the  spirit  of  the 
organization  remained  admirable,  and  of  its  few  remaining  original 
members  139  re-enlisted  for  another  term  of  three  years,  if  their 
services  should  thus  long  be  required  for  the  redemption  of  their 
country.  As  spring  approached  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  re- 
organized into  three  corps,  the  Fifth  being  one  of  those  retained, 
though  largely  changed  in  its  make-up.  By  this  change  the  Eight- 
eenth Regiment  found  itself  a  part  of  the  Third  Brigade,  First 
Division,  the  regiments  which  composed  the  brigade  being  in  addi- 
tion the  Twentieth  Maine,  Forty-fourth  New  York,  Eighty-third  and 
One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania,  First  and  Sixteenth 
Michigan.  General  Joseph  J.  Bartlett  was  the  brigade  commander, 
General  Griffin  was  returned  to  the  division  and  General  Warren 
took  the  corps.  By  this  arrangement  Colonel  Hayes  resumed  com- 
mand of  his  regiment. 

The  Eighteenth  began  their  part  in  the  campaign  on  the  1st  of 
May,  when  they  crossed  the  Rappahannock  and  took  position  near 
Brandy  Station,  waiting  for  the  moving  of  the  army.  This  began 
on  the  3d,  when  an  advance  was  made  to  Culpepcr,  the  Rapidan 
was  crossed  next  day  at  Germania  Ford,  and  that  night  the  com- 
mand bivouacked  near  the  Wilderness  Tavern.  Next  morning  in- 
telligence came  that  the  enemy  were  advancing,  and  the  Eighteenth 
with  the  Eighty -third  Pennsylvania  were  sent  out  to  investigate. 
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Reaching  the  picket  line,  Colonel  Hayes  sent  out  two  companies  of 
his  regiment  under  Captain  Bent  as  skirmishers.  They  advanced, 
driving  back  the  Confederate  skirmish  line  till  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  rebel  army  wsrs  in  force,  when  they  returned,  having  lost 
one  man  killed,  who  was  believed  to  be  the  first  infantryman  to 
fall  in  the  campaign.  Taking  position  in  the  front  line  of  battle, 
the  regiment  joined  in  the  advance  which  immediately  followed 
and  was  successful  in  breaking  and  forcing  back  the  opposing  line 
till  the  failure  of  troops  in  co-operation  to  maintain  the  advance  ex- 
posed the  flank  of  Bartlett's  Brigade  and  necessitated  its  with- 
drawal for  some  distance.  During  this  charge  Colonel  Hayes  was 
badly  wounded  in  the  head,  and  after  the  return  Major  Weston  was 
severely  sun-struck,  which  necessitated  his  absence  for  some  weeks. 
The  regiment  was  not  again  actively  engaged  till  the  morning  of 
the  7th,  when  it  was  placed  on  the  skirmish  line,  and  fought  sharply 
during  the  morning.  Soon  after  noon  it  led  forward  a  line  of  battle 
to  feel  the  Confederate  position ;  finding  them  strongly  posted  the 
Union  troops  retired  and  the  Eighteenth  were  relieved,  having  lost  in 
the  various  operations  during  the  battle  seven  killed  and  19  wounded. 

All  of  the  night  which  followed  was  consumed  in  the  slow  move- 
ment to  the  left,  morning  finding  the  corps  near  Laurel  Hill.  Grif- 
fin's Division  took  the  right  hand  road  at  the  fork  near  Alsop's, 
Bartlett's  Brigade  leading  in  double  line  of  battle,  the  Eighteenth 
holding  the  right  of  the  second  line.  The  enemy's  works  were  soon 
reached  and  attacked,  but  the  defenders  were  in  force  and  the  as- 
sault failed,  the  division  being  reformed  and  holding  a  position  near 
the  farthest  point  of  advance.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  this 
engagement  was  one  killed  and  nine  wounded.  While  on  picket 
during  the  night  of  the  10th  the  command  suffered  a  further  loss 
of  three  wounded.  These  experiences  ended  the  actual  fighting  of 
the  regiment  in  the  battles  before  Spottsylvania,  though  it  took  part 
in  all  the  movements  of  its  division  and  had  a  full  share  in  the  in- 
cessant hardships  of  the  occasion.  After  the  tedious  night  march 
to  the  left,  and  spending  some  days  there  in  the  vain  effort  to  find 
an  unguarded  spot  in  the  line  of  intrenchments,  the  field  was 
evacuated,  as  that  in  the  Wilderness  had  been,  and  the  army  moved 
by  the  left  flank  once  more.  The  23d  of  May  brought  the  command 
to  the  North  Anna,  where  in  the  early  part  of  the  afternoon  it 
waded  the  river  at  Jericho  Ford,  the  Eighteenth  being  placed  in  an 
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important  position  near  the  Fountain  homestead,  to  prevent  its  oc- 
cupation by  the  enemy.  There  was  a  lively  engagement  between 
the  skirmishers, at  this  point  before  the  main  attack  on  the  hastily 
established  Union  lines  which  followed,  but  the  only  loss  of  the 
regiment — and  that  a  serious  one — came  from  the  wounding  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  White,  Captain  Messervy  succeeding  him  as 
regimental  commander. 

During  the  time  that  the  armies  confronted  each  other  the  Eight- 
eenth occupied  various  positions,  now  in  reserve,  then  assisting  in 
destroying  the  railroad  and  again  on  the  picket  line,  but  without 
further  casualty.  After  dark  on  the  night  of  the  26th  the  entire 
picket  line  fell  back  cautiously  and  finally  crossed  the  river,  the 
movement  to  the  left  being  resumed.  Next  day  the  regiment 
guarded  the  ammunition  train,  crossed  the  Pamunkey  river  on  the 
28th  and  rejoined  its  brigade,  advancing  on  the  30th  by  the  Shady 
Grove  road  and  in  the  skirmishing  of  the  day  having  three  men 
wounded.  The  position  being  intrenched  next  day,  another  ad- 
vance occurred  on  the  1st  of  June,  when  the  line  moved  forward 
some  distance,  the  Eighteenth  on  the  right  and  in  front,  being 
separated  from  the  Ninth  Corps  by  a  ravine.  Work  on  intrench- 
ments  was  at  once  begun,  but  had  not  progressed  far  when  the 
enemy  suddenly  emerged  from  the  ravine,  drove  the  pickets  in  and 
attempted  to  route  the  Eighteenth ;  but  the  regiment  received  the 
assailants  with  so  bitter  a  fire  that  they  hugged  the  earth  till  dusk 
and  then  withdrew.  The  Eighteenth,  having  exhausted  their  am- 
munition, held  the  line  for  some  time  before  being  relieved,  with  no 
reliance  in  case  of  a  renewal  of  the  attack  but  their  bayonets. 
Their  loss  in  the  encounter  was  six  killed  and  nine  wounded.  Some 
adjustment  of  the  corps  was  made  during  the  next  two  days,  and 
the  withdrawal  and  advancement  of  the  lines  elicited  prompt  atten- 
tion from  the  watchful  Confederates.  In  the  attendant  fighting 
the  regiment  lost  two  men  wounded  on  the  2d,  and  the  next  day 
had  six  killed  and  seven  wounded — among  the  slain  being  Captain 
Charles  F.  Pray  of  Quincy. 

In  pursuance  of  General  Grant's  plan  to  move  his  army  beyond 
the  .James  river,  the  Fifth  Corps  was  withdrawn  from  its  position 
on  the  right  and  moved  to  the  left  of  the  line  at  Cold  Harbor,  where 
it  took  position  in  the  rear  of  the  Second  Corps  on  the  morning  of 
the  6th.    Very  early  on  the  7th  Griffin's  Division  moved  still  fur- 
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ther  to  the  left,  the  Eighteenth  in  advance,  to  Sumner's  Bridge 
on  the  Chickahominy.  The  hostile  pickets  being  found  on  the 
hither  side  of  the  stream  were  driven  across  by  skirmishers  from 
the  regiment,  after  which  a  picket  line  was  established  covering  the 
bridge,  the  rest  of  the  command  in  reserve.  This  was  done  at  a 
cost  of  three  wounded — two  mortally.  The  command  remained  in 
that  vicinity  till  the  12th,  when  it  moved  down  the  Chickahominv 
to  Jones's  Bridge,  crossed  the  next  day  by  the  ponton  bridge,  was 
ferried  across  the  James  on  the  16th,  and  marched  at  once  toward 
Petersburg.  In  the  lighting  of  the  first  few  days  before  that  city 
the  Eighteenth  were  not  engaged,  their  division  forming  a  part  of 
the  reserve. 

Major  Weston  returned  and  resumed  command  on  the  20th,  the 
corps  being  next  day  moved  further  to  the  left  where  it  intrenched 
and  remained  till  the  20th  of  July,  when  those  whose  terras  of  en- 
listment were  about  to  expire  were  ordered  to  Washington  for  mus- 
ter out.  The  recruits  and  re-enlisted  men  were  temporarily  formed 
into  a  battalion,  the  officers  being  Captain  Luther  S.  Bent  of  Quincy, 
commanding,  with  the  following  first  lieutenants  as  line  officers : 
George  W.  Smith  of  Cambridge,  John  A.  Walch  of  Wareham, 
Amasa  Guild,  James  M.  Pond  and  William  C.  Coburn,  all  of  Ded- 
ham.  This  battalion,  during  the  time  that  it  maintained  its  organi- 
zation, well  upheld  the  reputation  of  the  regiment  whose  name  it 
inherited.  In  addition  to  the  duties  of  the  siege,  of  which  it  bore 
its  full  share,  it  had  part  in  two  important  actions  at  the  left  of  the 
lines  of  investment.  The  first  of  these  was  on  the  21st  of  August, 
when  it  assisted  in  repelling  the  attack  of  the  Confederates  at  the 
Weldon  railroad,  the  battalion  capturing  50  prisoners  and  a  flag  of 
the  Twenty-seventh  South  Carolina.  On  the  30th  of  September,  at 
Peebles  Farm,  the  detachment  won  additional  credit,  Captain  Bent 
commanding  the  skirmish  line  on  that  occasion  and  winning  the 
brevet  of  major  for  "  gallant  and  distinguished  services."  During 
October  the  battalion  was  consolidated  with  the  Thirty-second  Mas- 
sachusetts Regiment,  most  of  the  officers  being  discharged,  and  the 
Eighteenth  ceased  to  be  an  organization,  the  original  members  hav- 
ing been  mustered  out  on  the  2d  of  September. 
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THE  Nineteenth  Regiment  was  organized  at  Camp  Schouler, 
Lynnfield,  the  nucleus  being  the  three  companies  of  the 
First  Battalion  of  Rifles,  to  which  other  Essex  county  organi- 
zations were  added.  The  regiment  had  not,  however,  reached  the 
maximum  number  when  the  call  of  the  secretary  of  war  for  all 
available  regiments  and  detachments  to  be  hurried  forward  at  once 
caused  its  muster  and  departure  for  Washington,  August  28, 1861. 
The  field  officers  were  commissioned  August  3  and  the  staff  and  line 
on  the  22d,  the  roster  following : — 

Colonel,  Edward  W,  Hincks  of  Lynn;  lieutenant  colonel,  Arthur 
F.  Devereux  of  Salem;  major,  Henry  J.  Howe  of  Haverhill;  surgeon, 
J.  Franklin  Dyer  of  Gloucester;  assistant  surgeon,  Josiah  N.  Willard 
of  Boston  ;  chaplain,  Joseph  C.  Cromack  of  Worcester ;  adjutant, 
John  C.  Chad  wick  of  Salem;  quartermaster,  Levi  Shaw  of  Rockport; 
sergeant  major,  Samuel  Baxter  of  Newburyport;  quartermaster  ser- 
geant, Oliver  F.  Briggs  of  Boston;  commissary  sergeant,  Elisha  A. 
Hinks  of  Orrington,  Me.;  hospital  steward,  William  E.  Barrows  of 
Andover;  principal  musician,  Joseph  L.  Kendall  of  Lynnfield;  leader 
of  band,  John  A.  SpofTord  of  South  Reading. 

Company  A — Captain,  Moses  P.  Stanwood  of  West  Newbury;  first 
lieutenant,  Charles  M.  Merritt  of  Lynn;  second  lieutenant,  Isaac  11. 
Boyd  of  West  Newbury. 

Company  B— Captain,  Elijah  P.  Rogers  of  Newbury:  first  lieuten- 
ant, John  Hodges,  Jr.,  of  Salem;  second  lieutenant,  James  T.  Lurvey 
of  Lowell. 

Company  C — Captain,  Joseph  Scott  Todd  of  Rowley;  first  lieuten- 
ant, George  W.  Batchelder  of  Salem ;  second  lieutenant,  Samuel  S. 
Prime  of  Rowley. 

Company  D— Captain,  James  D.  Russell  of  Boston:  first  lieutenant, 
Moncena  Dunn  of  Roxbury;  second  lieutenant,  John  P.  Reynolds, 
Jr.,  of  Salem. 

Company  E — Captain,  Andrew  Mahoney  of  Boston;  first  lieuten- 
ant, David  Lee  of  Lancaster,  Pa.;  second  lieutenant,  George  M.  Barry 
of  Boston. 

Company  F — Captain,  Edmund  Rice  of  Cambridge;  first  licuten- 
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ant,  James  H.  Rice  of  Brighton;  second  lieutenant,  James  G.  0. 
Dodge  of  Boston. 

Company  G — Captain,  Harrison  G.  0.  Weymouth  of  Lowell:  first 
lieutenant,  Samuel  D.  Hovey  of  Cambridge;  second  lieutenant,  Dud- 
ley C.  Mumford  of  Medford. 

Company  H — Captain,  William  H.  Wilson  of  Boston;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Henry  A.  Hale  of  Salem;  second  lieutenant,  William  H.  LeCain 
of  Boston. 

Company  H  (2d) — Captain,  Charles  IT.  Devereux  of  Salem;  first 
lieutenant,  Albert  Thorndike  of  Beverly;  second  lieutenant,  Charles 
B.  Warner  of  South  Danvers. 

Company  I  —  Captain,  Jonathan  F.  Plimpton;  first  lieutenant, 
Christopher  C.  Sampson,  both  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  William 
Palmer  of  Salem. 

Company  K,  Tiger  Fire  Zouaves  of  Boston  —  Captain,  Ansel  D. 
Wass;  first  lieutenant,  Eugene  Kelty;  second  lieutenant,  Edward  P. 
Bishop. 

The  command  reached  Washington  at  evening  of  the  30th  of 
August,  and  next  day  marched  to  Camp  Kalorama  at  Meridian  Hill, 
where  for  two  weeks  it  devoted  its  time  to  drill,  much  needed, as  many 
of  its  members  had  been  enlisted  during  the  few  days  previous  to 
leaving  Massachusetts.  As  it  had  come  out  with  something  less 
than  800  men,  the  original  Company  H  was  broken  up  during  No- 
vember and  distributed  among  the  other  companies,  a  new  company 
being  recruited  and  sent  on  to  take  its  place.  Lieutenant  Hale  of 
the  original  company  was  transferred  to  Company  I,  the  other  two 
officers  resigning.  On  the  12th  of  September  orders  were  received 
assigning  the  regiment  to  General  Lander's  Brigade  of  Stone's 
Division  and  directing  it  to  report  to  Poolesville,  then  the  head- 
quarters of  that  division,  known  as  the  Corps  of  Observation.  A 
march  of  three  days  took  the  regiment  to  its  destination,  near  Ed- 
wards Ferry,  a  few  miles  from  Poolesville,  the  other  troops  of  the 
brigade  being  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts  and  Seventh  Michigan 
Regiments  and  the  First  Company  of  Massachusetts  Sharpshooters. 

Six  companies  were  detailed  from  the  Nineteenth  to  picket  the 
Potomac  between  Conrad's  Ferry  and  Sheldon's  Island,  and  this  ar- 
rangement continued  till  the  battle  of  Ball's  Bluff,  October  21. 
On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  eight  companies  of  the  regiment  were 
gathered  at  the  crossing  by  way  of  Harrison's  Island  to  the  Virginia 
shore,  where  Colonel  Hineks,  the  senior  officer  present,  superin- 
tended the  crossing  of  the  detachments  which  were  to  precede  his 
own  command.    It  was  not  till  sunset  that  the  Nineteenth  reached 
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the  island,  and  by  that  time  the  battle  had  been  fought  and  lost,  and 
the  fragments  of  the  defeated  commands  were  being  driven  back 
down  the  bluff  and  into  the  river.  The  regiment  advanced  to  tbe 
side  of  the  island  facing  the  Virginia  shore  and  formed  line  of  bat 
tie,  but  as  there  was  no  fighting  to  be  done  there  devoted  its  energies 
during  the  night  to  rescuing  Union  fugitives  from  the  river,  caring 
for  the  dead  and  wounded  on  the  island  and  transporting  them  back 
to  the  Maryland  side.  Before  daylight  disposition  was  made  to  re- 
sist an  attack  from  the  Confederates,  but  a  rain  storm  set  in  and 
after  a  time,  when  it  became  evident  that  there  was  to  be  no  further 
fighting,  a  flag  of  truce  was  displayed  and  arrangements  were  made 
for  burying  the  Federal  dead  on  the  battle-field,  at  which  a  detach- 
ment worked  all  through  the  day.  At  night  the  party  returned 
to  the  main  body  and  the  island  was  vacated. 

Owing  to  the  wounding  of  General  Lander  and  the  capture  of 
Colonel  Lee  of  the  Twentieth,  the  command  of  the  brigade  devolved 
on  Colonel  Hincks.  Two  days  later  the  regiment  returned  to  camp, 
and  under  the  efficient  direction  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Devereux 
devoted  itself  assiduously  to  drill  and  discipline.  On  the  4th  of 
December  it  left  Camp  Benton,  near  Poolesville,  and  marched  to 
Muddy  Brook,  some  miles  nearer  Washington,  where  it  relieved 
troops  of  General  Banks's  Division  and  remained  during  the  win- 
ter ;  its  arduous  duties  requiring  the  picketing  of  13  miles  of  the 
Potomac,  the  building  of  three  block-houses,  provost  duty  at  Rock- 
ville  and  Darnestown,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  requirements  of 
a  winter  camp. 

The  regiment  was  engaged  in  this  duty  till  the  12th  of  March, 
1862,  when  it  was  ordered  to  rejoin  its  brigade,  marched  to  Har- 
per's Ferry  and  thence  to  Charlestown  and  Berryville,  where  the 
three  brigades  of  the  division  were  united  under  command  of  Gen- 
eral John  Sedgwick.  The  division  was  not  destined  to  remain  with 
General  Banks  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  however,  for  on  the  1.5th 
it  started  back  to  Harper's  Ferry,  stopped  there  till  the  24th  and 
was  taken  by  rail  to  Washington.  After  two  days  in  camp,  trans- 
ports were  taken  on  the  27th  for  Fortress  Monroe.  That  night  a 
storm  caused  the  landing  of  the  regiment  at  Point  Lookout,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Potomac,  but  next  day  the  destination  was  reached  and 
the  Nineteenth  marched  to  Hampton,  where  it  joined  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  operating  against  Richmond,  the  regiment  forming 
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part  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Second  Corps,  General 
Sumner  commanding. 

The  first  experience  of  the  Nineteenth  in  action  was  on  the  7th 
of  April,  when  having  arrived  before  the  Confederate  works  at 
York  town,  the  regiment  with  the  Twentieth  under  command  of 
General  Dana  made  a  reconnaissance  to  locate  and  develop  the 
enemy's  position  near  Wynn's  Mills,  which  was  executed  creditably 
under  a  sharp  musketry  fire  by  which  one  man  was  killed  and  a 
number  wounded,  including  Captain  Wass.  After  the  month  of 
siege  operations  which  followed,  the  Nineteenth  were  among  the 
first  troops  to  become  apprised  of  the  evacuation  by  the  Confede- 
rates, on  the  4th  of  May ;  but  after  marching  in  pursuit  the  next 
day  as  far  as  Yorktown,  in  a  driving  rain-storm,  the  division  halted 
and  on  the  6th  went  by  transports  to  West  Point.  Thence  it  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Peninsula.  The  Nineteenth  were  not  engaged  in  the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  being  on  picket  on  the  flank  during  the  first 
dav  and  in  reserve  the  next  day  ;  but  after  the  battle  they  were  con- 
stantly  on  duty,  either  on  picket  at  the  front  or  protecting  the  rail- 
road and  supplies  of  the  army.  At  the  battle  of  Oak  Grove  on  the 
25th  of  June  the  regiment  was  sent  to  the  assistance  of  General 
Hooker,  forming  the  right  of  his  line,  where  it  was  heavily  engaged 
and  suffered  a  loss  of  11  killed  and  40  wounded — among  its  killed 
being  Second  Lieutenant  Charles  B.  Warner. 

This  engagement  was  immediately  followed  by  the  famous  Seven 
Days'  battles  and  the  change  of  base  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
to  the  James  river,  in  which  the  Nineteenth  Regiment  had  an 
honorable  part.  With  its  corps  it  held  the  works  on  the  night  of 
the  evacuation,  falling  back  at  morning  light  to  Peach  Orchard  and 
awaiting  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  and  the  light  which  followed ; 
then  after  having  supported  Battery  A  of  the  First  Rhode  Island 
Light  Artillery,  the  regiment  fell  back  to  Savage's  Station,  where 
another  action  ensued.  The  Nineteenth  at  that  time  formed  the 
right  of  the  brigade  and  lay  exposed  to  artillery  fire,  though  not 
actively  engaged.  Being  ordered  on  picket,  the  regiment  obeyed 
only  to  be  at  once  withdrawn  and  followed  the  army  to  and  through 
White  Oak  Swamp,  halting  at  daylight.  After  resting  some  two 
hours  the  brigade  made  its  way  to  Glendale,  but  was  recalled  by  a 
sharp  fight  at  White  Oak  Bridge,  and  retraced  its  steps  almost  at  a 
double-quick.    After  being  placed  in  support  of  General  Franklin, 
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Dana's  Brigade  remained  in  position  some  two  hours,  when  it  was 
recalled  by  the  fierce  battle  raging  at  Nelson's  Farm  or  Glendale. 
Reaching  the  battle-field,  the  regiments  were  hastily  formed  and 
took  position  where  they  were  most  needed.  Some  of  the  troops 
in  front  giving  way,  the  Nineteenth  were  thrown  into  the  gap  to  op- 
pose the  exultant  enemy,  and  though  the  situation  was  critical  the 
regiment  stood  its  ground  nobly  and  by  well-directed  volleys  sent 
the  foe  back  in  confusion.  This  success  was  won  at  a  heavy  cost, 
the  loss  of  the  regiment  for  the  day — nearly  all  in  the  last  encounter — 
being  19  killed,  84  wounded  and  42  missing.  Major  Howe  and 
First  Lieutenant  David  Lee  were  among  the  killed,  Colonel  Hincks 
was  severely  wounded,  as  were  several  other  officers,  placing  the 
regiment  under  command  of  Captain  Rice  till  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Devereux,  who  was  absent  sick,  returned  to  duty  a  few  days  later. 
At  Malvern  Hill  the  brigade  was  posted  at  the  extreme  right  of  the 
Union  line  and  was  not  actively  engaged,  retiring  with  the  army  to 
Harrison's  Landing  during  the  night. 

The  Nineteenth  marched  from  the  Landing  to  Fortress  Monroe, 
embarking  from  Newport  News  on  the  24th  of  August,  landing  at 
Alexandria  four  days  later  and  being  dispatched  to  Chain  Bridge 
to  occupy  the  defenses  at  that  point.  Colonel  Hincks  was  at  that 
time  in  command  of  the  brigade,  and  had  been  sent  with  it  to  Ten- 
nallytown,  across  the  Potomac,  when  other  orders  directed  him  to 
take  it  to  the  succor  of  General  Pope's  Army  of  Virginia.  Start- 
ing on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  the  brigade  crossed  Aqueduct 
bridge  and  reached  Fairfax  Court  House  the  next  morning,  having 
marched  more  than  60  miles  in  the  same  number  of  hours,  much 
of  the  time  through  a  heavy  rain-fall.  The  Nineteenth  were  left  at 
the  Court  House  as  the  Confederate  cavalry  hovered  in  the  vicinity, 
while  its  fellow-regiments  went  on  ;  but  next  morning  the  defeated 
Union  army  falling  back  on  Washington  relieved  the  regiment,  and 
with  its  division  it  returned  to  Chain  Bridge,  forming  with  the  First 
Minnesota  the  rear  guard  of  the  column.  This  was  a  trying  posi- 
tion, in  which  the  regiment  acquitted  itself  creditably,  but  on  re- 
joining the  main  boq^y  the  two  regiments  were  fired  into  by  the 
Union  troops  under  some  misapprehension,  one  of  the  sad  results 
being  the  mortal  wounding  of  Assistant  Surgeon  John  E.  Hill  of 
Charlestown,  who  had  but  just  joined  the  regiment.  lie  died  of 
his  injuries  at  Georgetown  on  the  11th  of  September. 
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The  Nineteenth  with  its  corps  marched  northward  through  Mary- 
land in  the  Antietam  campaign,  witnessing  but  not  participating  in 
the  battle  of  South  Mountain  and  winning  for  itself  high  praise  at 
Antietam  on  the  17th,  though  the  fortunes  of  the  division  of  which 
it  formed  part  were  especially  disastrous.  Sedgwick's  Division  was 
taken  into  action  by  General  Sumner,  the  corps  commander,  in  per- 
son, about  the  middle  of  the  forenoon,  at  the  Union  right,  after 
Hooker's  and  Mansfield's  corps  had  fought  and  been  decimated.  It 
went  in  in  column  of  brigades,  the  three  lines  in  close  order,  with- 
out connection  or  support  on  either  flank.  Pressing  forward  till 
the  enemy  was  encountered,  the  division  soon  found  itself  almost 
surrounded.  A  terrible  fire  was  received  from  front  and  flank  and 
rear;  the  division  was  helpless  and  a  third  of  its  number  were  cut 
<lown  in  a  few  moments.  Some  of  the  regiments  faced  by  the  rear 
rank  and  fired,  others  broke  from  the  death-trap  with  little  attempt 
at  resistance.  Two  regiments  only  stood  their  ground,  and  one  of 
these  was  the  Nineteenth.  It  had  formed  the  right  of  the  second 
line,  as  had  the  First  Minnesota  of  the  first  line,  and  these  two 
maintained  their  organization,  the  First  falling  back  into  line  with 
the  Nineteenth.  Facing  to  the  rear  these  two  regiments  fought 
their  way  back,  stopping  four  times  in  the  terrible  retrograde  to 
give  the  foe  a  taste  of  their  indomitable  courage.  At  the  last  halt, 
which  was  still  in  advance  of  any  other  portion  of  the  Union  line, 
the  rebels  gave  up  the  pursuit  and  the  remnants  of  the  two  heroic 
regiments  were  no  further  tried.  The  loss  of  the  Nineteenth  in 
this  sanguinary  contest  cannot  be  exactly  given,  but  16  of  its  num- 
ber had  been  killed  on  the  field,  while  the  proportion  of  wounded  was 
large.  Captain  George  W.  Batchelder  was  among  the  killed,  while 
Colonel  Hincks  was  again  severely  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Devereux 
slightly  wounded.  The  latter  being  soon  after  given  leave  of  absence 
the  regiment  was  for  a  time  in  command  of  Captain  Weymouth. 

During  the  ten  weeks  which  followed  there  were  numerous 
changes  in  the  commanders  and  their  commands  throughout  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  the  Third  Brigade  was  no  exception  to 
the  rule.  General  Burnsidc  having  succeeded  General  McClcllan 
in  the  command  of  the  army,  it  was  reorganized  in  three  grand 
divisions,  the  right  being  commanded  by  General  Sumner  and  con- 
sisting of  his  own  Second  Corps  and  the  Ninth.  General  D.  N. 
Couch  commanded  the  corps,  General  O.  0.  Howard  the  division, 
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and  Colonel  Norman  J.  Hall  of  the  Seventh  Michigan  the  brigade, 
which  in  addition  to  the  four  regiments  which  had  so  long  served 
together  had  been  strengthened  by  the  addition  of  the  Fifty-ninth 
New  York  and  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania 
Regiments.  In  the  advance  to  Fredericksburg  the  right  grand  divis- 
ion led  and  was  first  to  occupy  the  Falmouth  shore,  and  it  was  when 
the  laying  of  the  bridges  was  attempted  on  the  11th  of  December 
that  the  Nineteenth  Massachusetts,  with  other  regiments  of  its  bri- 
gade, made  its  most  notable  record.  The  engineers  being  unable 
to  lay  the  ponton  bridges  on  account  of  the  Confederate  sharp- 
shooters on  the  opposite  bank,  a  portion  of  Hall's  Brigade  volun- 
teered to  cross  the  river  in  open  boats  and  drive  out  the  marksmen 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Two  companies  of  the  Michigan  regi- 
ment led,  landed  and  captured  those  of  the  enemy  nearest  to  the 
rivers  margin  ;  the  Nineteenth  followed, and  charging  up  the  bank 
by  companies  advanced  to  the  main  street  of  Fredericksburg,  where 
line  of  battle  was  formed.  Company  D,  Captain  Dunn,  was  then 
deployed  as  skirmishers  and  the  balance  of  the  regiment  retired  to 
the  river  bank.  As  the  fighting  between  the  skirmishers  and  the 
reinforced  enemy  grew  sharp,  Companies  E  and  K  were  sent  for- 
ward to  the  support  of  I),  and  presently  as  the  Confederate  line  of 
battle  drew  near,  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  with  the  Twentieth 
Massachusetts,  which  had  also  crossed  in  the  boats,  advanced  to 
Caroline  street,  where  a  sharp  action  ensued.  The  bridge  being 
rapidly  completed,  other  troops  crossed  and  the  rebels  retired. 

The  Nineteenth  were  not  further  engaged  till  the  morning  of  the 
13th,  when  they  were  moved  to  the  front  to  occupy  some  works 
which  had  been  thrown  up.  This  movement  was  executed  under  a 
severe  fire,  Captain  Weymouth  who  had  thus  far  commanded  the 
regiment  being  wounded  with  other  officers  and  the  command  fall- 
ing upon  Captain  Plympton.  After  occupying  the  position  till  their 
ammunition  was  exhausted,  the  survivors  wore  ordered  back  to  their 
brigade,  and  were  not  called  upon  for  further  sacrifice,  recrossing 
the  river  with  the  rest  of  the  army  on  the  night  of  the  15th.  Out 
of  about  300  taken  into  action,  the  regiment  had  lost  in  the  battle 
14  killed,  83  wounded  and  seven  missing;  eight  color-bearers  were 
either  killed  or  wounded.  Second  Lieutenant  Thomas  Claffey  of 
Lowell  was  killed,  and  First  Lieutenant  Edgar  M.  Ncwcomb  of 
Boston  received  wounds  from  which  he  died  on  the  19th. 


Digitized  by  Google 


">00  MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 

The  regiment  remained  in  camp  near  Falmouth  during  the  winter 
and  early  spring  of  1863,  numerous  changes  occurring  in  its  roster 
of  officers.  The  death  of  Major  Howe  had  been  followed  by  the 
promotion  of  Captain  Wass  to  the  vacancy ;  but  the  latter  had  on 
the  6th  of  September,  1862,  been  appointed  lieutenant  colonel  of  the 
Forty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteers  and  Captain  Edmund  Rice 
succeeded  him  as  major,  in  the  early  spring  of  1863  the  connec- 
tion of  Colonel  Hincks  with  the  regiment  terminated,  he  having 
been  made  brigadier  general  of  volunteers  to  date  from  the  29th  of 
November  previous ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Devereux  was  promoted 
to  the  colonelcy,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wass  was  soon  transfer- 
red back  to  the  Nineteenth.  Chaplain  Cromack  had  at  an  early 
period  in  the  regiment's  history  been  transferred  to  the  Twenty- 
second  regiment,  being  succeeded  by  Ezra  D.  Winslow  of  Chester ; 
the  latter  was  discharged  for  disability  in  December,  1862,  and  the 
office  was  not  again  filled. 

In  the  Chancellorsville  campaign  the  division  to  which  the  Nine- 
teenth belonged,  then  commanded  by  General  Gibbon,  was  assigned 
to  the  assistance  of  General  Sedgwick's  Sixth  Corps  at  Fredericks- 
burg and  breaking  camp  crossed  the  Rappahannock  at  the  city  dur- 
ing the  night  of  May  2.  Next  morning  the  division  was  moved  to 
the  right,  the  Nineteenth  in  advance,  where  it  demonstrated  against 
the  hostile  works  till  the  charge  of  storming  columns  from  the 
Sixth  Corps  carried  the  hights.  While  Sedgwick  pushed  on  toward 
Salem  Church,  Gibbon  was  left  to  hold  the  town  and  cover  the 
bridires,  which  he  did  until  sometime  on  the  5th,  fighting  the  Con- 
federates  as  they  came  back  into  the  works  from  which  they  had 
been  driven.  The  Nineteenth  took  part  in  all  these  duties  and 
operations,  but  sustained  little  loss,  and  after  the  close  of  the 
struggle  returned  to  the  old  camp  on  the  Falmouth  side. 

There  the  regiment  remained  till  the  16th  of  the  following 
month,  when  it  joined  the  army  in  its  move  toward  Gettysburg, 
forming  with  a  section  of  artillery  the  rear  guard  of  the  column. 
It  reached  Thoroughfare  Gap  on  the  21st  and  stopped  there  for 
three  days,  when  the  northward  movement  was  resumed,  via  Gum 
Springs  and  Edwards  Ferry  to  Frederick  City,  where  another  halt 
of  three  days  took  place.  Thence  the  command  marched  on  the 
30th  to  Uniontown,  where  the  Nineteenth  did  provost  duty  till  an 
order  was  received  at  noon  of  the  1st  of  July  to  repair  at  once  to 
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Gettysburg.  Late  in  the  evening  the  line  halted  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  the  field  and  at  daybreak  of  the  2d  the  regiment  went  to 
the  front,  taking  position  at  the  left  of  Cemetery  Hill,  where  it  re- 
mained till  late  in  the  afternoon.  It  was  then  with  the  Forty- 
second  New  York  advanced  toward  the  right  of  the  Third  Corps, 
which  was  being  driven  back  by  the  force  of  Longstreefs  attack. 
Taking  a  favorable  position,  it  waited  till  the  broken  troops  in  its 
front  had  passed,  and  delivered  its  fire  at  the  advancing  Confeder- 
ates. It  then  fell  back  to  the  support  of  a  battery,  where  it  re- 
mained till  after  dark  when  it  returned  to  its  brigade,  which  con- 
sisted of  the  same  troops  as  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  save 
the  transfer  to  another  command  of  the  Pennsylvania  regiment. 

Next  morning  the  Nineteenth  were  placed  in  support  of  a  battery 
near  by,  and  remained  there  till  the  opening  of  the  cannonade 
which  preceded  the  final  attack  on  the  Union  lines  by  Pickett's 
Division  of  Confederates.  The  battery  force  was  soon  so  reduced 
that  the  guns  could  not  be  properly  worked,  and  its  captain  called 
on  the  Nineteenth  for  volunteers.  Twenty -four  men  and  officers 
at  onee  responded.  As  the  enemy  struck  Webb's  Brigade,  to  the 
right  of  HaU '8,  and  made  a  lodgment  within  the  Union  works, 
Colonel  Devereux  asked  of  General  Hancock  as  he  passed  the  priv- 
ilege of  leading  his  men  to  the  point  of  peril,  which  was  granted. 
The  command  at  once  moved  to  the  conflict,  followed  by  three  other 
regiments  of  the  brigade,  engaging  the  foe  fiercely  almost  hand  to 
hand.  In  that  final  struggle,  which  broke  and  scattered  the  attack- 
ing force,  capturing  so  large  a  part,  no  regiment  had  a  prouder 
record  than  the  Nineteenth  Massachusetts.  Its  handful  of  men 
captured  the  battle-flags  of  four  Virginia  regiments  —  the  Four- 
teenth, Nineteenth,  Fifty-third  and  Fifty-seventh,  three  of  which 
were  of  Armistead's  Brigade,  Pickett's  Division.  The  regiment 
had  brought  to  the  field  141  enlisted  men,  with  the  due  proportion 
of  officers — about  160  all  told.  Of  this  number  it  lost  nine  killed, 
63  wounded  and  five  missing, — about  50  per  cent.  First  Lieuten- 
ant Herman  Ponath  of  Box  bury  and  Second  Lieutenant  Sherman 
S.  Kobinson  of  West  Newbury  were  killed;  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Wass,  Major  Rice,  and  seven  other  officers  were  wounded. 

The  regiment  then  moved  to  the  left  where  some  of  its  members 
were  detailed  to  man  a  battery  which  had  suffered  severely,  others 
being  engaged  in  provost  duty.    The  next  day  was  given  up  to 
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patient  waiting  for  a  renewal  of  the  battle,  and  the  5th  to  the  burial 
of  the  dead ;  but  on  the  6th  the  march  southward  was  begun  and  took 
the  command  by  way  of  Taneytown  and  Frederick  to  the  vicinity  of 
"Williamsport,  where  the  two  armies  faced  each  other  for  a  time. 
On  the  14th  it  was  known  that  the  Confederates  had  crossed  the 
Potomac  and  while  they  moved  southward  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Blue  Ridge,  the  Union  army  passed  down  the  river  to  Berlin,  crossed 
by  a  ponton  bridge  and  executed  a  parallel  movement  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Ridge.  The  regiment  reached  Warrenton  Junction  on 
the  24th,  stopped  there  five  days  and  then  changed  position  to  Mor- 
risville,  where  with  the  exception  of  a  reconnaissance  to  the  vicin- 
ity of  Falmouth  it  remained  till  the  12th  of  September,  when  camp 
was  broken,  and  on  the  16th  the  Rapidan  was  reached  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Raccoon  Ford.  The  regiment  encamped  there  till  the  close  of 
the  month,  then  went  to  Mitchell's  Station  and  did  guard  duty  till  the 
5th  of  October,  when  it  fell  back  to  Culpeper  and  staid  till  the  11th. 

Line  of  battle  was  formed  that  day,  a  conflict  being  expected,  but 
it  did  not  occur  and  the  following  morning  the  command  began  its 
march  northward,  crossing  the  Rappahannock  that  day  and  on  the 
14th  taking  part  in  the  engagement  at  Bristoe  Station.  This  affair 
opened  very  unexpectedly,  the  regiment  being  on  the  march  along 
the  railroad  when  the  enemy  appeared.  Position  was  taken  behind 
the  embankment,  from  which  a  well-directed  fire  sent  the  enemy 
back  in  confusion.  Two  companies  were  thrown  out  as  skirmishers 
as  soon  as  the  repulse  was  assured,  capturing  quite  a  number  of 
prisoners  and  assisting  in  bringing  in  three  pieces  of  artillery  which 
the  Confederates  had  been  obliged  to  abandon.  The  loss  of  the 
regiment  was  one  sergeant  mortally  and  three  commissioned  officers 
slightly  wounded,  including  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wass  who  was  in 
command  of  the  brigade. 

This  little  engagement  over,  the  regiment  was  not  again  called  to 
exchange  shots  with  the  foe  till  the  Mine  Run  campaign,  though  in 
the  mean  time  it  followed  all  the  movements  of  the  army.  It  en- 
camped a  few  miles  from  Brandy  Station  from  the  10th  of  Novem- 
ber till  the  26th,  when  it  started  on  the  last  movement  of  an  event- 
ful year.  Crossing  the  Rapidan  at  Germania  Ford,  it  advanced  the 
following  day  to  Robertson's  Cross  Roads,  in  the  vicinity  of  which 
the  southern  troops  were  encountered  and  the  Nineteenth  were  de- 
ployed on  the  skirmish  line  at  two  or  three  points,  having  one  man 
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killed  and  one  wounded.  The  regiment  was  not  further  engaged 
during  the  maneuvers  which  followed,  and  returned  to  its  camp- 
near  Brandy  Station  on  the  2d  of  December,  changing  location  once 
or  twice  before  settling  into  winter  quarters.  Severely  as  the  com- 
mand had  been  tried,  it  had  not  lost  heart,  as  was  attested  by  the 
re-enlistment  of  160  of  its  number  on  the  20th  of  December  for  an 
additional  three  years.  A  furlough  of  35  days  was  granted  on  ac- 
count of  this  re-enlistment,  but  it  was  not  till  the  4th  of  February,. 
1864,  that  the  veterans  were  enabled  to  leave  Stcvensburg  for  home. 
They  reached  Boston  on  the  8th,  went  to  Salem  the  same  day,  re- 
ceiving enthusiastic  receptions  at  both  places  ;  mustering  every  man 
when  the  time  arrived  for  the  return  and  reporting  back  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  with  no  comrade  missing. 

As  the  time  for  opening  the  spring  campaign  approached  the 
reorganization  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  into  three  corps  caused 
many  changes  in  divisions  and  brigades.  In  the  case  of  Gibbon's- 
Division,  which  retained  its  number  as  Second  Division,  Second 
Corps,  the  Third  Brigade,  of  which  the  Nineteenth  formed  part, 
was  consolidated  with  the  First,  under  General  A.  S.  Webb,  who 
had  previously  commanded  the  Second  Brigade.  As  thus  made  upr 
the  brigade  consisted  of  tho  Fifteenth,  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth 
Massachusetts,  Nineteenth  Maine,  Forty-second,  Fifty-ninth  and 
Eighty-second  New  York  and  Seventh  Michigan  Regiments  with 
the  Andrew  Sharpshooters.  Colonel  Dcvercux  had  resigned  his 
commission  from  the  27th  of  February,  and  in  regular  order  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Wass,  Major  Rice  and  Captain  Moncena  Dunn  were 
promoted  dating  from  the  following  day,  these  being  the  last  actual 
promotions  during  the  regiment's  term  of  service. 

Camp  was  broken  for  the  spring  campaign  on  the  night  of  the 
3d  of  May,  and  with  seven  officers  and  211  men  present  for  duty 
the  Nineteenth  took  its  place  in  the  column  and  next  day  crossed 
the  Rapidan  at  Ely's  Ford.  In  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  the 
regiment  had  but  one  serious  encounter  with  the  enemy.  This  was 
during  the  morning  of  the  Gth,  when  the  brigade  being  ordered 
forward  to  the  support  of  other  troops  suddenly  found  itself  at 
close  quarters  with  the  Confederates,  the  Nineteenth  being  flanked 
and  in  danger  of  capture.  A  brief  engagement  followed,  in  which 
the  regiment  lost  three  killed,  nine  wounded  and  17  captured.  Re- 
tiring in  some  confusion,  the  brigade  reformed  its  line,  and  that 
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afternoon  was  again  advanced,  moving  through  the  tangle,  but  soon 
leturned  to  the  works  and  remained  there  during  the  night.  It  ad- 
vanced again  during  the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  engaged  the  enemy 
and  pressed  back  his  outposts  some  distance,  holding  the  ground 
gained  till  after  dark  when  the  Union  forces  once  more  retired  to 
their  works,  the  Nineteenth  having  lost  nine  men  wounded. 

Webb's  Brigade  formed  the  rear  guard  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  as  it  moved  to  the  left  toward  Spottsylvania,  and  setting  out 
in  the  morning  of  the  8th  marched  as  far  as  Todd's  Tavern,  in  the 
vicinity  of  ,»hich  it  remained  till  afternoon  of  the  9th,  occupying 
various  positions,  much  of  the  time  in  line  of  battle  or  engaged  in 
the  erection  of  temporary  fortifications,  guarding  the  Hank  and 
rear  of  the  Union  column  against  sudden  attack  from  the  Confede- 
rates by  way  of  the  Catharpin  road.  The  regiment  then  joined  in 
the  southward  movement  and  crossed  the  Po,  lying  in  line  of  battle 
during  the  night.  It  withdrew  to  the  north  side  of  the  stream  next 
morning,  moved  further  to  the  left  and  advanced  against  the  strong 
position  of  the  enemy,  being  under  fire  most  of  the  day  and  making 
two  unsuccessful  charges,  its  loss  being  23,  of  whom  five  were 
killed.  During  the  afternoon  and  night  of  the  11th  the  regiment 
with  most  of  its  corps  was  engaged  in  the  preparations  for  the  des- 
perate charge  of  the  Confederate  position  at  "  The  Angle  "  which 
General  Hancock  had  decided  to  attempt.  This  charge  was  heroi- 
cally made  and  was  successful,  but  at  serious  cost  to  the  Union 
troops.  The  Nineteenth,  now  reduced  to  a  comparative  handful  of 
men,  suffered  severely  in  the  early  part  of  the  contest,  having  four 
killed,  including  First  Lieutenant  John  J.  Ferris  of  Boston,  and 
many  wounded.  Lieutenant  'Colonel  Rice  with  several  men  who 
had  got  considerably  in  advance  of  their  comrades  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  The  regiment  assisted  in  the  capture  of  the 
Confederate  artillery  which  was  taken  at  the  time,  and  brought  off 
one  of  the  enemy's  battle-Hags  in  triumph,  after  which  it  helped  to 
hold  the  works  which  had  been  taken,  being  relieved  at  night. 

In  the  subsequent*  operations  before  Spottsylvania,  while  the 
Nineteenth  had  their  full  share  of  the  duties,  marches  and  maneu- 
vers, they  were  not  seriously  engaged  except  on  the  18th,  when 
they  took  part  in  the  general  attack  of  that  morning.  This  proved 
a  fruitless  attempt,  though  it  cost  the  regiment  several  brave  men 
wounded.    At  midnight  of  the  20th  the  Second  Corps  headed  the 
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movement  of  the  army  still  further  to  the  left,  the  Nineteenth  going 
on  picket  after  crossing  the  Matapony  on  the  21st  and  remaining 
in  that  vicinity  till  the  morning  of  the  23d,  in  the  mean  timo  ex- 
changing shots  with  the  enemy's  pickets.  Evening  of  that  day 
brought  the  brigade  to  the  North  Anna,  where  fighting  was  already 
in  progress.  The  river  was  crossed  by  the  command  the  next  morn- 
ing and  soon  after  the  Nineteenth  again  went  on  the  skirmish  line. 
This  proved  a  trying  place,  the  day  being  very  hot  and  many  men  suf- 
fering sun-strokes.  The  Confederate  pickets  were  driven  back  be- 
yond their  works;  but  later  the  men  of  the  Nineteenth  found  them- 
selves flanked,  though  the  flankers  were  defeated  after  a  sharp  light, 
the  regiment  having  on  that  day  four  men  killed  and  several  wounded. 
During  most  of  the  time  that  the  two  armies  confronted  each  other 
there  the  Nineteenth  were  on  picket  on  different  parts  of  the  field, 
but  were  relieved  at  night  of  the  26th  and  recrossed  the  river. 

The  lines  at  the  North  Anna  were  evacuated  on  the  27th  and  the 
regiment  moved  toward  the  Pamunkey,  crossing  it  on  the  28th  and 
at  once  throwing  up  such  intrenchments  as  circumstances  required. 
An  advance  of  some  two  miles  was  made  on  the  30th  to  the  Jones 
House,  where  the  regiment  went  on  picket  in  the  course  of  the  after- 
noon, meeting  a  sharp  fire,  and  later  in  the  day  assisting  in  the  repulse 
of  a  Confederate  advance,  but  suffering  no  loss.  It  was  less  fortunate 
the  next  morning,  when  the  lines  were  advanced,  driving  the  hostile 
skirmishers  back  to  their  main  line,  but  at  a  cost  to  the  regiment  of 
one  valued  officer — Captain  Dudley  C.  Mumford — killed.  During 
that  night  and  the  following  day  the  Nineteenth  were  on  the  skir- 
mish line  ;  but  the  desperate  struggle  at  Cold  Harbor  had  opened  and 
at  dusk  of  the  1st  of  June  General  Hancock  began  to  withdraw  his 
corps  from  the  Union  right  to  place  it  beyond  the  Sixth  Corps  at  the 
left  of  the  lines.  The  destination  was  reached  at  noon  of  the  2d,  and 
with  its  accustomed  fortune,  the  Nineteenth  Regiment  was  at  once 
sent  out  upon  the  skirmish  line  under  fire.  It  suffered  no  serious 
loss,  however,  till  the  morning  of  the  3d,  when  it  joined  in  the  at- 
tack on  the  Confederate  position  and  met  the  fate  of  all  portions  of 
the  Union  army  engaged — heavy  loss  with  nothing  gained.  Seven 
members  of  the  regiment  were  wounded  and  two  killed,  one  of  the 
latter  being  First  Lieutenant  John  B.  Thompson  of  Lawrence.  The 
command  retained  a  position  close  to  the  hostile  works,  where  slight 
intrenchments  were  thrown  up  during  the  ensuing  night,  giving  a 


Digitized  by  Google 


300 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  TUE  WAR. 


partial  shelter  from  the  incessant  sharp-shooting  of  'the  enemy. 
Still  several  men  were  lost  while  there,  two  of  whom  were  killed. 

Cold  Harbor  was  evacuated  in  the  evening  of  the  12th,  the  regi- 
ment making  a  sharp  march  to  the  James  river,  where  it  arrived 
and  crossed  by  steamer  on  the  14th.  It  moved  next  day  with  its 
corps  toward  Petersburg,  where  it  at  once  took  part  in  the  opera- 
tions against  that  city  on  the  17th,  18th  and  19th,  having  two  men 
killed  and  several  wounded,  but  finding  the  works  of  the  Confede- 
rates too  strongly  held  to  be  carried  by  direct  attack.  On  the  even- 
ing of  the  20th,  it  withdrew  from  the  front  and  passed  one  quiet 
night  at  the  rear.  This  was  all,  however,  for  next  morning  the 
regiment  marched  to  the  left,  where  an  attempt  was  being  made  to 
extend  the  Union  lines  so  as  to  cut  the  Weldon  railroad.  The 
Jerusalem  Plank  road  was  crossed  and  the  Nineteenth  once  more 
went  on  picket,  remaining  till  noon  of  the  22d,  having  one  man 
killed  and  three  wounded  by  the  enemy's  sharp-shooters.  Position 
was  then  taken  in  the  main  line,  when  it  was  suddenly  found  that 
the  Confederates  had  passed  the  Hank  and  gained  the  rear  of  the 
left  of  the  corps.  As  a  result  the  regiment  was  almost  wholly 
captured,  only  a  few  of  those  present  by  chance  and  daring  making 
their  escape.  These,  with  such  convalescents  and  detached  men  as 
returned  to  duty  were  reorganized  into  the  semblance  of  a  command 
by  First  Lieutenant  William  F.  Rice  of  Brighton,  the  senior  officer 
left  for  duty,  under  whom  the  little  band  was  employed  on  fatigue 
duty  and  in  drill,  being  for  a  time  relieved  from  the  front  where  it 
had  been  so  long  and  constantly  exposed. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  2u,th  the  regiment  with  its  division 
marched  to  the  Appomattox  and  took  part  in  the  movement  to  the 
north  side  of  the  James,  where  it  was  engaged  in  skirmishing  and 
constructing  earthworks  till  dusk  of  the  29th,  when  the  return  be- 
gan. On  reaching  the  position  held  by  the  Fifth  Corps,  on  the  30th, 
that  command  was  found  in  conflict  with  the  enemy  and  General 
Hancock's  corps  remained  in  support  till  dusk,  when  it  resumed  the 
inarch  and  at  a  late  hour  reached  the  camps  left  four  days  before. 
Early  in  August  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rice,  who  had  escaped  from 
captivity,  rejoined  the  regiment  and  resumed  command.  Colonel 
Wass  had  been  mustered  out  on  the  28th  of  July,  his  term  of 
service  having  expired,  but  the  depleted  numbers  of  the  regiment 
did  not  allow  promotion  to  till  the  vacancy. 
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Another  movement  to  the  north  of  the  James  took  place  on  the 
12th  of  August,  the  Nineteenth  with  other  troops  embarking  on 
transports  at  City  Point  and  proceeding  to  Deep  Bottom,  where 
they  debarked  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  and  soon  after  joined  in 
the  battle  of  Strawberry  Plains  or  Deep  Bottom  Run.  Late  in  the 
afternoon  a  charge  was  made  on  the  enemy's  works,  and  the  outer 
pits  were  for  a  time  occupied,  but  after  dark  they  were  evacuated 
and  the  Union  troops  proceeded  to  intrench  their  own  position.  In 
this  attack  the  regiment  met  a  loss  of  eight  wounded,  and  won 
praise,  as  most  of  its  members  were  new  recruits.  Orders  to  with- 
draw were  given  on  the  night  of  the  20th,  and  the  regiment  returned 
to  its  former  camp  before  Petersburg.  As  on  the  former  occasion, 
the  Second  Corps  found  the  Fifth  engaged  with  the  enemy  and 
went  to  its  support,  remaining  thus  till  evening  of  the  23d,  when  it 
set  out  for  Reams  Station  on  the  Weldon  railroad.  During  the 
24th  the  railroad  was  effectually  destroyed  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
depot,  the  Nineteenth  acting  as  skirmishers  while  the  work  was  in 
progress  and  afterward  resuming  their  place  in  the  brigade.  Some 
changes  of  position  were  made  during  the  25th,  and  in  the  early 
part  of  the  afternoon  the  brigade  was  in  support  of  the  First  Divis- 
ion, General  Miles,  when  the  latter  repulsed  an  advance  of  the 
Confederates.  Later  the  regiment  was  placed  in  an  exposed  posi- 
tion in  the  rear  of  the  first  line  of  its  own  division  (Gibbon's), 
where  it  was  lying  under  a  severe  lire  when  a  flank  attack  was 
made.  The  front  line  broke  in  confusion,  and  though  the  Nine- 
teenth tried  to  avert  the  calamity  and  started  on  a  counter-charge, 
their  elTorts  were  not  supported  by  the  remainder  of  the  brigade 
and  were  abandoned.  Being  under  fire  from  front,  left  and  rear, 
the  regiment  withdrew  from  its  exposed  position,  having  lost  one 
killed  and  23  wounded  or  missing. 

From  this  time  till  the  24th  of  October  the  regiment  was  on 
fatigue  duty  or  in  garrison,  most  of  the  time  at  Battery  Eleven  and 
Fort  Rice.  The  men  whose  original  term  of  enlistment  had  ex- 
pired, 98  in  number,  had  been  mustered  out  and  returned  to  Massa- 
chusetts about  the  last  of  August,  and  the  remnant  of  the  Twen- 
tieth Massachusetts  Regiment  was  temporarily  attached  to  the 
Nineteenth.  Another  movement  to  the  left  began,  on  the  20th  of 
October  and  on  the  following  day  the  Second  Division,  then  com- 
manded by  General  Egan,  reached  the  Boydt own  Plank  Road. There 
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a  sharp  engagement  ensued,  in  which  the  Nineteenth  bore  honorable 
part.  Half  of  the  regiment  were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  im- 
proved their  opportunities  so  well  that  they  captured  the  colors,  five 
officers  and  50  men  of  the  Forty-seventh  North  Carolina.  When  the 
Union  troops  were  withdrawn  the  following  night  some  30  men  with 
two  officers  were  left  on  the  skirmish  line,  and  before  they  could  re- 
join the  regiment  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  in  with  the  Confederate 
cavalry,  by  whom  three  were  captured.  The  total  loss  of  the  Nine- 
teenth in  the  engagement  was  12  wounded  and  missing.  From  this 
time  till  the  close  of  the  year  the  regiment  was  variously  employed 
m  garrison  and  picket  duty,  mining  from  Fort  Stedman  to  meet  an 
expected  mine  from  the  other  side ;  moving  thence  to  the  left  and 
commencing  winter  quarters,  but  before  they  were  completed  being- 
again  sent  back  to  garrison  duty — this  time  to  Fort  Emory,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Seventh  Michigan. 

Fort  Emory  was  located  on  the  Vaughan  road,  and  there  the  regi- 
ment remained  till  the  operations  of  the  spring  campaign  began. 
It  was  first  called  to  active  service  on  the  5th  of  February,  1805, 
to  take  part  in  the  expedition  which  ended  in  the  battle  of  Hatch- 
er's Run.  The  Second  Corps  was  at  that  time  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral Humphreys,  who  had  succeeded  General  Hancock ;  the  division 
by  General  William  Hays,  though  at  this  particular  time  it  was  in 
charge  of  General  Thomas  A.  Smyth  of  the  Third  Brigade,  while 
the  First  Brigade  was  commanded  by  Colonel  William  A.  Olmstead 
of  the  Fifty-ninth  New  York.  Having  reached  the  vicinity  of  the 
Run,  the  corps  halted  while  a  regiment  was  sent  forward  to  locate 
the  enemy,  and  this  important  duty  was  intrusted  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Rice  and  the  Nineteenth.  The  hostile  pickets  were  soon 
encountered,  and  the  Massachusetts  boys  deploying  as  skirmishers 
engaged  them  sharply,  forcing  them  back  upon  their  main  lines. 
In  this  contest  the  regiment  had  three  killed  and  as  many  wounded, 
among  the  former  being  Second  Lieutenant  William  H.  Tibbetts  of 
Roxburv.  Intrenching  as  much  as  the  circumstances  would  allow, 
the  regiment  held  the  ground  gained,  maintaining  practically  that 
position  during  all  the  events  of  the  next  few  days,  which  mingled 
successes  with  some  reverses  so  far  as  the  operations  of  the  Union 
troops  were  concerned  ;  a  cold  storm  of  rain,  snow  and  sleet  making 
the  occasion  one  of  great  discomfort  and  suffering.  But  the  posi- 
tion gained  was  held,  works  were  at  once  constructed  and  in  their 
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vicinity  the  regiment  with  other  troops  built  a  winter  camp  in  which 
a  few  weeks  were  passed. 

The  Nineteenth  left  this  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of 
March,  and  were  in  support  of  the  troops  engaged  in  advancing  the 
lines  of  the  Second  Corps,  but  took  no  active  part,  and  after  the 
movement  was  over  returned  to  their  quarters,  remaining  till  night 
of  the  28th.  They  then  went  upon  picket,  and  next  morning  on 
being  relieved  joined  the  brigade  which  with  the  rest  of  the  corps 
was  operating  against  the  enemy  near  Dabney's  Mills.  Various 
movements  occupied  the  next  few  days,  but  it  was  not  till  the  morn- 
ing of  the  2d  of  April  that  the  regiment  was  called  into  serious 
conflict.  At  that  time  the  Confederate  lines  "had  been  pressed  back 
to  the  Burgess  Mill,  near  the  junction  of  the  Boyd  town  and  White 
Oak  roads,  where  were  two  earthwork  forts  with  three  guns.  These 
forts  the  regiment  charged  and  captured,  with  the  guns  and  150 
prisoners,  some  of  the  companies  with  the  Seventh  Michigan  of  the 
same  brigade  pursuing  those  who  were  attempting  to  escape  from 
the  works  and  bringing  in  a  large  number  of  other  prisoners.  The 
loss  to  the  regiment  during  the  affair  did  not  exceed  a  half-dozen, 
principally  wounded.  The  Boy dtown  road  toward  Petersburg  was 
then  followed  for  some  distance,  when  the  brigade  turned  from  it 
to  the  left  and  that  night  bivouacked  at  Sunderland  Station  on  the 
Southside  railroad. 

Returning  next  morning  nearly  to  Petersburg,  the  regiment  was 
gratified  by  the  intelligence  that  the  city  had  fallen,  and  at  once  set 
out  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  army.  This  pursuit  was  continued 
till  the  surrender,  six  days  later,  but  during  that  time  some  severe 
engagements  took  place.  The  regiment  was  not  actively  engaged 
in  any  of  these  final  struggles,  but  during  the  fight  at  Farmville  on 
the  7th  Captain  Isaac  H.  Boyd,  who  had  been  commissioned  but  not 
mustered  as  major,  was  mortally  wounded  while  serving  on  the  staff 
of  the  First  Briirade,  First  Division.  Two  days  later  the  Armv  of 
Northern  Virginia  surrendered,  and  on  the  11th  the  Second  Corps 
marched  back  to  Burkesville,  where  it  remained  till  the  2d  of  Mav. 
It  then  marched  by  way  of  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Vienna 
to  Bailey's  Cross  Roads,  where  it  went  into  camp  on  the  15th. 
After  taking  part  in  the  grand  review  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
in  Washington  on  the  23d,  the  regiment  resumed  camp  life  and 
waited  for  the  special  order  which  should  end  its  existence  as  a 
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military  organization  and  allow  its  members  to  return  once  more  to 
the  pursuits  of  civil  life. 

This  order  came  on  the  30th  of  June,  when  the  command  was  mus- 
tered out  of  the  United  States  service  and  departed  at  once  for  Bos- 
ton, reaching  that  city  on  the  morning  of  July  3  and  going  into 
camp  at  Readville  to  await  final  payment  and  discharge.  These  came 
on  the  20th,  and  the  Nineteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  becdme 
an  organization  of  the  past.  The  regiment  had  rendered  valuable 
service  in  whatever  situation  it  had  been  placed,  having  captured 
seven  stands  of  colors  and  six  pieces  of  artillery. 
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THE  TWENTIETH  REGIMENT. 

THE  Twentieth  Regiment  gathered  atCampMassasoitinRead- 
ville,  where  ten  skeleton  companies  were  ordered  by  the  gov- 
ernor early  in  July,  1861,  the  line  officers  being  mustered  on 
the  10th  of  that  month,  while  the  field  and  staff  had  been  commis- 
sioned on  the  1st.  The  filling  of  the  companies  went  on  slowly, 
however,  and  when  in  August  the  secretary  of  war  called  for  all 
regiments  and  parts  of  regiments  to  be  sent  forward  the  command 
mustered  scarcely  half  its  maximum.  It  escorted  the  Eighteenth 
Regiment  to  the  depot  when  that  organization  left  for  the  front,  but 
itself  remained  in  camp  till  the  4th  of  September  to  gather  as  many 
additional  recruits  as  possible.  It  then,  with  less  than  600  mem- 
bers, received  the  state  and  national  colors,  was  armed  with  the 
Enfield  rille,  and  late  in  the  afternoon  took  the  cars  for  Providence, 
going  by  way  of  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  and  reach- 
ing the  capital  early  in  the  morning  of  September  7.  The  regi- 
mental band  was  to  follow  in  a  few  days,  and  two  officers  were  left 
behind  to  obtain  recruits  to  bring  the  regiment  up  to  the  standard. 
The  roster  of  officers : — 

Colonel,  William  Raymond  Lee  of  Roxbury;  lieutenant  colonel, 
Francis  W.  Palfrey;  major,  Paul  J.  Revere;  surgeon,  Henry  Bryant, 
all  of  Boston;  assistant  surgeon,  Nathan  Hayward  of  Roxbury;  ad- 
jutant, Charles  L.  Peirson  of  Salem;  quartermaster,  Charles  W.  Ifol- 
som  of  Cambridge;  sergeant  major.  Sylvanus  R.  Harlow  of  Waltham; 
quartermaster  sergeant,  Henry  F.  Lander  of  New  York;  commissary 
sergeant,  Edward  Hennessey;  hospital  steward.  Joseph  Hennard,  both 
of  Boston;  leader  of  band,  John  F.  Gibbs  of  Waterville,  Me. 

Company  A — Captain,  Henry  M.  Tremlett  of  Dorchester;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Oliver  W.  Holmes.  Jr.,  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Charles 
A.  Whittierof  Bangor,  Me. 

Company  B — Captain,  John  Ilerchenroeder  of  Boston;  first  lieu- 
tenant, John  W.  Lei  James  of  Nantucket;  second  lieutenant,  August 
Muller  of  Dorchester. 

Company  C— Captain,  Ferdinand  Dreher;  first  lieutenant,  Alois 
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Bubo,  both  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Reinhold  Wesselhoeft  of 
Dorchester. 

Company  D — Captain,  Caspar  Crowninshield  of  Longwood  :  first 
lieutenant,  George  B.  Perry;  second  lieutenant,  Nathaniel  T.  Messer, 
both  of  Boston. 

Company  E — Captain,  George  A.  Schmidt;  first  lieutenant,  James  J. 
Lowell;  second  lieutenant,  William  L.  Putnam,  all  of  Cambridge. 

Company  F  —  Captain,  Edward  A.  Walleston  ;  first  lieutenant, 
Charles  F.  Cabot;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  0.  Day,  all  of  Boston. 

Company  G — Captain,  Henry  J.  Sweeney;  first  lieutenant,  Henry 
Capen;  second  lieutenant,  William  F.  Milton,  all  of  Boston. 

Company  H — Captain,  John  C.  Putnam  of  Boston;  first  lieuten- 
ant, N.  P.  Hallo  well  of  Cambridge;  second  lieutenant,  Henry  H. 
Sturgis  of  Boston. 

Company  I — Captain,  William  F.  Bartlett  of  Winthrop;  first  lieu- 
tenant, George  N.  Macy  of  Nantucket;  second  lieutenant,  Henry  L. 
Abbott  of  Lowell. 

Company  K — Captain,  Allen  Shepard;  first  lieutenant,  Allen  W. 
Beckwith;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  L.  Tilden,  Jr.,  all  of  Boston. 

On  reaching  Washington  the  regiment  went  into  Camp  Kaloraina 
on  Meridian  Hill,  where  it  remained  till  the  10th  of  September, 
Colonel  Lee  in  the  mean  time  commanding  a  provisional  brigade 
under  General  Burnside.  Then  the  regiment  changed  its  location 
to  Camp  Burnside,  but  two  days  later  began  a  march  northward 
which  ended  at  evening  of  the  14th  near  Poolesville,  where  the 
Twentieth,  with  the  Nineteenth  Massachusetts,  Seventh  Michigan 
and  the  First  Company  of  Andrew  Sharpshooters  formed  General 
Lander's  Brigade  of  General  Stone's  Corps  of  Observation.  The 
encampment  of  the  brigade,  known  as  Camp  Benton,  was  located 
about  half  way  from  Poolesville  to  Edwards  Ferry,  and  the  regi- 
ment remained  there  till  the  unfortunate  battle  of  Ball's  Bluff,  with 
no  more  excit  ing  event  than  picket  duty  and  such  occasional  alarms  as 
were  inevitable  with  an  active  foe  on  the  other  side  of  the  Potomac. 

On  the  afternoon  of  October  20  seven  companies,  numbering  in 
all  but  about  300  men,  commanded  by  Colonel  Lee  and  Major 
Revere,  marched  to  Edwards  Ferry  and  then  up  the  river  to  op- 
posite Harrison's  Island,  where  the  men  slept  on  their  arms  till 
about  midnight,  when  the  command  crossed  to  the  island  on  flat- 
boats.  Companies  I  and  D  crossed  to  the  Virginia  side  in  the 
early  morning,  to  support  the  detachment  of  the  Fifteenth  Massa- 
chusetts already  over  the  river,  and  after  some  fighting  by  these  two 
companies  the  rest  of  Colonel  Lee's  command  crossed,  about  noon 
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of  the  21st.  In  the  formation  of  the  line  of  battle  the  Twentieth 
had  the  center,  with  two  of  its  companies  deployed  on  the  flanks  as 
skirmishers.  Three  of  the  companies  were  at  first  in  reserve,  till 
the  strength  of  the  Confederate  attack  called  them  into  action  ;  but 
the  small  Union  force  could  not  withstand  the  determined  assaults 
of  superior  numbers  and  when  the  fight  was  wholly  lost  the  broken 
fragments  of  the  regiment  did  their  best  to  escape  capture.  This 
many  succeeded  in  doing,  though  some  were  drowned  in  the  attempt 
to  reach  the  island,  including  the  two  lieutenants  of  Company  C, 
Babo  and  Wesselhoeft.  Colonel  Lee,  Major  Revere,  Adjutant  Peir- 
s  m  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Edward  H.  R.  Revere  (who  liad  been 
commissioned  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  promotion  of  Sur- 
geon Bryant  to  be  brigade  surgeon  and  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Hay- 
ward  in  course)  were  made  prisoners,  and  the  three  former  were 
huld  in  captivity  for  many  months.  Lieutenant  Putnam  was  killed, 
Captain  Putnam  lost  an  arm,  and  several  other  officers  were  wounded 
or  taken  prisoners.  The  entire  loss  of  the  regiment  was  15  killed, 
44  wounded  and  135  missing. — almost  two-thirds  of  those  engaged. 

Companies  B  and  F,  which  were  posted  on  picket  below  Edwards 
Ferry,  hearing  of  the  battle,  hastened  toward  the  scene,  but  only 
arrived  in  time  to  succor  such  of  their  wounded  comrades  as  had 
been  helped  across  the  river.  Next  morning  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Palfrey,  who  had  been  left  in  charge  of  the  camp,  rallied  Company 
K  and  every  available  man  of  the  command  and  crossed  the  river 
at  Edwards  Ferry,  with  other  troops,  skirmishing  with  the  Confede- 
rates that  afternoon  and  the  following  day,  recrossing  to  the  Mary- 
land side  during  the  night  of  the  23d  without  loss  to  the  Twentieth, 
though  the  swollen  condition  of  the  river  created  apprehension  that 
all  the  loyal  troops  on  the  Virginia  side  might  be  captured.  The 
regiment  was  temporarily  reorganized  as  a  battalion  of  six  com- 
panies till  reinforcements  arrived  from  Massachusetts,  when  it  was 
returned  to  its  normal  condition  and  remained  at  Camp  Benton, 
on  detail  to  picket  the  river  from  Edwards  Ferry  to  Seneca  Mills. 

During  the  winter  General  N.  J.  T.  Dana,  promoted  from  the 
colonelcy  of  the  First  Minnesota  Regiment,  took  command  of  the 
brigade  and  General  John  Sedgwick  of  the  division.  The  Twen- 
tieth Regiment  remained  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Palfrey.  The  winter  camps  were  broken  on  the  25th  of  February, 
1862,  the  regiment  making  a  temporary  encampment  near  Pooks- 
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ville  which  was  named  Camp  Lee,  in  honor  of  its  captive  colonel, 
The  spring  campaign  began  on  the  11th  of  March,  when  Dana's 
Brigade  crossed  the  Potomac  and  advanced  to  Berryville,  joining 
its  division,  which  was  moving  forward  to  co-operate  with  the 
column  under  General  Banks.  The  latter  having  occupied  Win- 
chester, however,  Sedgwick  with  his  division  was  returned  toward 
Harper's  Ferry,  halting  at  Bolivar,  where  the  Twentieth  were  quar- 
tered in  some  deserted  dwellings.  The  brigade  was  taken  to  Wash- 
ington on  the  25th,  two  days  later  the  regiment  embarked  on  the 
transport  Catskill,  and  landed  at  Hampton,  Va.,  on  the  31st.  For 
the  purposes  of  the  Peninsular  campaign,  Sedgwick's  Division  had 
been  made  part  of  the  Second  Corps,  General  E.  V.  Sumner  com- 
manding. To  the  three  regiments  which  had  constituted  the  brigade 
the  previous  autumn,  the  Forty-second  New  York  had  been  added, — 
the  subsequent  changes  in  the  make-up  of  the  brigade  are  noted  in 
the  sketch  of  the  Nineteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment. 

The  march  up  the  Peninsula  began  on  the  5th  of  April  for  Sum- 
ner's Corps,  which  on  the  7th  joined  the  rest  of  the  army  before 
the  fortifications  in  the  vicinity  of  Yorktown.  Two  davs  later 
Dana's  Brigade  went  on  a  reconnaissance  to  more  accurately  locate 
the  works  of  the  enemy,  returning  that  night  without  casualty  to 
the  Twentieth.  Some  days  later  the  corps  was  placed  in  position 
closer  to  the  Confederate  lines,  near  the  center  of  the  army.  The 
entire  ground  occupied  by  McClellan's  forces  was  known  as  Camp 
Winfield  Scott;  but  the  particular  portion  of  Camp  Scott  occupied 
by  the  Twentieth  was  located  in  a  swamp,  which  was  very  unhealthy 
for  the  soldiers,  while  the  vengeful  picket  firing  from  the  opposing 
lines  resulted  in  the  wounding  of  a  considerable  number  of  the 
regiment, — among  the  rest  Captain  Bartlett,  second  in  command, 
who  received  a  wound  in  the  knee  necessitating  the  amputation  of 
the  leg.  In  addition  to  the  picket  duty,  large  details  were  con- 
stantly called  for  to  construct  fortifications,  roads  and  other  works, 
making  the  period  a  very  trying  one  to  officers  and  men. 

Just  before  the  evacuation  of  Yorktown  by  the  Confederates 
Colonel  Lee  and  Major  Revere  returned  from  their  captivity  and  the 
former  resumed  duty.  From  Yorktown  the  regiment  embarked  on 
the  steamer  Vandcrbilt  for  West  Point  where  it  landed  on  the  7th 
of  May  and  was  in  support  during  the  action  there,  but  suffered  no 
loss.    It   lien  imrchcd  across  country  from  the  York  river  to  the 
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left  hank  of  the  Chickahominy,  near  the  Tyler  mansion,  where  it  en- 
camped till  the  opening  of  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks  on  the  31st  called 
a  portion  of  Sumner's  Corps  across  the  Chickahominy.  Sedgwick's 
Division  alone  succeeded  in  crossing  that  night,  and  but  two  regi- 
ments of  Dana's  Brigade — the  Twentieth  and  the  Seventh  Michi- 
gan— were  taken  to  the  battle-field.  Arriving  on  the  double-quick, 
the  Twentieth  being  the  rear  regiment  of  the  column,  the  brigade 
was  at  first  ordered  to  form  a  support  to  the  first  line,  which  was 
actively  engaged  ;  but  before  the  disposition  could  be  made  it  was 
found  that  the  flank  needed  extension  and  the  two  regiments  were 
moved  up  to  prolong  the  line  and  at  once  advanced,  driving  back 
the  enemy  and  holding  the  ground  gained.  The  Twentieth  took  a 
considerable  number  of  prisoners,  mostly  wounded,  among  them 
General  Pettigrew.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  two  killed  and 
18  wounded.  In  the  fighting  of  the  following  day  it  took  no  part, 
but  after  the  close  of  the  battle  went  on  picket  where  it  remained 
for  almost  two  weeks,  encamping  afterward  near  Fair  Oaks  till  the 
beginning  of  the  movement  to  the  James  river. 

The  regiment  began  this  movement  on  the  morning  of  the  29th 
of  June,  being  called  in  from  picket,  and  marching  to  Allen's  Farm 
where  it  took  position  in  a  line  of  woods,  remaining  under  fire  for 
some  hours,  when  the  division  was  ordered  forward  to  Savage's  Sta- 
tion. During  the  battle  at  that  place,  which  lasted  during  the  after- 
noon and  into  the  evening,  the  Twentieth  were  in  support,  and  lost 
but  six  wounded.  The  enemy  having  been  repulsed  and  forced 
back  into  the  forest  from  which  they  had  emerged,  the  retreat  of 
the  Federal  column  was  continued  under  cover  of  darkness,  and  at 
daybreak  the  regiment  halted  at  Nelson's  Farm  or  Glendale,  two 
or  three  miles  beyond  White  Oak  Swamp.  About  noon  the  battle 
at  White  Oak  Swamp  opened,  and  soon  after  General  Dana  with 
two  brigades  was  ordered  back  to  the  assistance  of  General  Frank- 
lin— his  own  brigade  during  the  remaining  operations  of  the  day 
being  under  command  of  Colonel  Lee  and  the  Twentieth  Regiment 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Palfrey.  Dana's  troops  were  not  engaged 
at  the  Swamp,  and  were  still  lying  there  in  support  when  the  out- 
break of  furious  conflict  at  Glendale  was  heard,  and  the  two  bri- 
gades were  summoned  back  at  the  double-quick.  Colonel  Lee  on 
reaching  the  scene  and  finding  the  Union  forces  being  driven  back 
led  the  three  reg::ncnts  under  his  command  into  the  fight,  placing 
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them  far  in  advance  under  a  severe  fire,  where  the  Twentieth  fought 
gallantly  at  great  odds.  The  giving  way  of  a  regiment  on  its  flank 
finally  necessitated  its  falling  back,  which  it  did  in  good  order,  to 
a  forest  in  its  rear,  where  the  line  was  maintained  until  dark,  the 
Confederates  having  been  effectually  checked.  In  this  engagement 
the  loss  of  the  Twentieth  was  serious,  seven  men  being  killed  -anti 
63  officers  and  men  wounded.  Of  the  injured,  Colonel  Lee  was 
badly  hurt  by  an  artillery  horse  falling  upon  him,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Palfrey  was  slightly  wounded,  and  First  Lieutenant  James  J.  Lowell 
died  of  his  wound  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  on  the  6th  of  July. 

After  dark  the  march  toward  the  James  river  was  resumed,  Mal- 
vern Hill  being  reached  and  occupied  by  the  Union  army  next  morn- 
ing. In  the  battle  which  followed  the  regiment  did  not  take  active 
part,  though  under  fire  a  portion  of  the  time ;  their  loss  being  one 
killed  and  a  few  wounded.  Very  early  in  the  morning  of  July  2  it 
marched  to  Harrison's  Landing,  where  it  remained  till  the  16th  of 
August,  with  the  exception  of  a  reconnaissance  back  to  Malvern 
Hill  under  direction  of  General  Hooker  on  the  4th  of  that  month. 
It  then  marched  via  Yorktown  to  Newport  News,  where  it  arrived 
on  the  22d  and  three  days  after  sailed  aboard  the  steamer  Atlantic 
for  Alexandria.  Arriving  there  on  the  28th,  it  marched  up  the 
Potomac  and  crossed  it  to  Tennallytown,  where  it  made  camp  on 
the  30th ;  but  the  next  day  was  called  back  to  the  Virginia  side 
by  the  disaster  to  General  Pope's  army  at  Manassas.  Marching 
through  the  severe  rain-storm  to  Fairfax  Court  House,  it  took  posi- 
tion a  few  miles  beyond,  where  during  the  following  day  it  remained 
while  the  shattered  battalions  of  the  defeated  army  passed  by  toward 
Washington.  Then  the  regiment  with  its  brigade  fell  in  as  a  rear 
guard,  reaching  the  vicinity  of  Alexandria  late  at  night. 

Having  defeated  General  Pope's  Army  of  Virginia,  General  Lee 
crossed  the  Potomac  into  Maryland.  But  General  McClellan  had 
been  placed  in  command  of*  the  Union  armies  about  Washington, 
and  the  Antictam  campaign  at  once  began.  The  Twentieth  Regi- 
ment rested  a  single  day  at  Alexandria  ;  then  made  a  hot  march  of 
20  miles  to  Tennallytown,  from  which  it  moved  on  more  moderately 
by  way  of  llockville,  Frederick  and  Middletown  to  the  Antictam 
battle-field.  Its  service  in  that  conflict  was  brief  but  verv  sad. 
Sedgwick's  Division  was  marched  into  action  at  the  right  in  column 
of  brigades  at  close  distance,  the  Twentieth  forming  part  cf  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  TWENTIETH  REGIMENT. 


second  line.  As  the  division  moved  forward  in  that  helpless  order 
the  enemy  appeared  in  strong  force  on  the  front,  shortly  afterward 
on  the  left,  and  in  a  moment  as  it  seemed  in  the  rear.  The  fine 
division,  that  properly  handled  was  capable  of  such  noble  work, 
melted  away  before  the  murderous  fire.  The  regiment  faced  by  the 
rear  rank,  so  that  a  part  of  the  line  could  fire  a  few  rounds,  then 
the  survivors  hurried  away  by  the  Hank,  having  lost  out  of  a  total 
of  some  400  taken  into  action  141  killed,  wounded  or  missing. 
Among  the  dead  was  Assistant  burgeon  Revere,  with  14  enlisted 
men.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Palfrey  was  badly  wounded  in  the 
shoulder  and  did  not  again  return  to  the  regiment  for  duty. 

Later  in  the  day  the  Twentieth  were  assigned  a  position  on  the 
right  of  Smith's  Division  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  but  did  not  again  en- 
gage in  active  combat.  They  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  battle- 
field till  the  23d,  then  crossed  the  river  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  took 
position  at  Bolivar  Hights,  where  they  encamped  till  the  30th  of 
October,  with  the  exception  of  a  three-days'  reconnaissance  toward 
Winchester  about  the  middle  of  the  month.  Colonel  Lee  being  for 
a  time  in  command  of  the  brigade,  the  regiment  was  commanded 
by  Captain  Dreher,  Major  Revere  being  absent  on  staff  duty.  The 
march  which  began  on  the  30th  came  to  a  pause  at  Warrenton, 
where  General  Burnside  took  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac ;  but  it  was  resumed  on  the  15th  of  November  and  three  or 
four  days  later  the  regiment  arrived  at  Falmouth.  It  remained 
there  in  waiting  till  the  night  of  the  10th  of  December,  when  it  was 
withdrawn  from  picket  and  next  morning  moved  down  to  the  river 
bank  opposite  Fredericksburg  with  its  division.  The  attempts  to 
construct  a  ponton  bridge  at  that  point  met  with  great  opposition 
from  the  Confederate  sharp-shooters  in  buildings  on  the  other  bank, 
and  no  means  of  dislodging  them  was  devised  till  the  middle  of  the 
afternoon,  when  Colonel  Hall,  the  brigade  commander,  volunteered 
to  send  troops  across  in  boats  for  that  purpose.  This  was  done,  as 
a  last  resort,  the  Seventh  Michigan  and  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth 
Massachusetts  being  taken  across  in  that  manner. 

The  Confederates  being  driven  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  landing,  it  became  necessary  to  clear  the  street  beyond  leading 
to  the  bridge  head.  While  the  other  two  regiments  advanced  and 
deployed,  the  Twentieth,  under  command  of  Captain  Macy,  moved 
up  the  street  in  column  of  companies,  meeting  serious  opposition 
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and  suffering  much  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  sheltered  in  and 
behind  the  buildings  on  both  sides  of  the  street.  But  the  regiment 
fought  its  way  with  unflinching  determination  till  sunset,  when  the 
firing  ceased,  and  the  Second  Corps  crossed  by  the  completed  bridges 
and  occupied  the  town.  During  the  following  day  little  movement 
occurred  on  the  part  of  the  soldiers  already  across  the  river,  others 
being  moved  across  and  general  preparations  made  for  the  battle. 
It  was  not  till  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  was  somewhat  advanced 
that  the  brigade  was  called  to  face  the  deadly  works  in  the  rear  of 
the  town.  It  then  moved  out  from  the  city,  formed  line  and  ad- 
vanced. It  received  a  terrible  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  and 
its  supports  failing  to  come  up,  it  was  obliged  to  fall  back  a  short 
distance  from  the  farthest  point  gained  and  take  shelter  behind  a 
rise  of  ground,  to  avoid  annihilation.  This  position  was  held  till 
midnight,  when  the  line  was  relieved  by  troops  of  the  Fifth  Corps, 
the  regiment  returning  to  the  city,  where  it  remained  till  the  river 
was  recrossed  on  the  night  of  the  loth.  Its  loss  in  the  two  engage- 
ments was  considerably  more  than  half  the  number  taken  into 
action,  being  85  killed,  138  wounded  and  two  missing.  Of  the  killed 
25  fell  the  first  day,  while  fighting  their  way  through  the  streets. 
Captain  Charles  F.  Cabot  and  Second  Lieutenant  Leander  F.  Alley 
of  Xantucket  were  killed ;  Captain  Dreher  and  Second  Lieutenant 
Robert  S.  Beckwith  of  Boston  were  mortally  wounded,  the  former 
dying  the  1st  of  May  following  and  the  latter  December  31.  Only 
five  ollicers  were  left  unharmed. 

After  the  battle  the  old  camp  near  Falmouth  was  reoccupied  by 
the  regiment  till  after  the  "  Mud  March,"  when  on  the  25th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1863,  it  moved  into  the  village  of  Falmouth,  occupying  some 
deserted  buildings  as  barracks,  being  engaged  in  provost  duty  and 
also  furnishing  details  to  picket  the  river  bank.  This  routine  was 
followed  till  the  opening  of  the  Chancellorsville  campaign.  Im- 
portant changes  in  the  field  officers  had  meantime  taken  place. 
Colonel  Lee  resigned  directly  after  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
and  to  the  vacancy  Lieutenant  Colonel  Palfrey  was  promoted.  Caj>- 
tain  Dreher  was  commissioned  major  dating  from  September  5, 
1862,  and  lieutenant  colonel  from  December  18,  but  was  not  mus- 
tered to  those  grades.  Nor  was  Colonel  Palfrey  privileged  to  again 
lead  his  regiment  to  active  duty  in  the  field — the  terrible  wound  re- 
ceived at  Ant.Ytam  made  that  an  impossibility,  and  on  the  13th  of 
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April  he  resigned.  The  roster  of  field  officers  was  not  filled  till 
sometime  in  May,  when  Paul  J.  Revere,  who  as  major  had  left  the 
regiment  early  in  September,  1862,  for  duty  as  assistant  inspector 
general,  returned  with  the  rank  of  colonel  and  took  command,  his 
commission  dating  from  the  14th  of  April.  Major  Macy  was  made 
lieutenant  colonel  and  Captain  Henry  L.  Abbott  major,  both  from 
the  1st  of  May,  1863. 

Meantime  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  had  been  fought,  and  the 
Twentieth  Regiment,  contrary  to  its  usual  experience,  had  taken  but 
a  secondary  part.  Its  division,  then  commanded  by  General  Gibbon, 
had  been  left  near  Fredericksburg,  to  co-operate  with  the  Sixth 
Corps  under  Sedgwick  ;  had  crossed  to  the  city  on  the  morning  of 
the  3d  of  May,  and  maneuvered  at  the  right,  near  the  upper  part  of 
the  town,  while  the  hights  were  attacked  and  finally  carried  by 
Sedgwick's  storming  columns.  While  taking  a  position  to  which  it 
was  directed  in  the  movements  of  the  morning,  the  regiment  was 
exposed  to  a  sharp  artillery  lire,  by  which  one  man  was  killed  and 
14  were  wounded.  After  following  the  Sixth  Corps  to  the  hights, 
Hairs  Brigade  returned  to  the  city  and  held  it  till  the  morning  of 
the  5th,  the  rest  of  the  division  having  returned  to  the  Falmouth 
side.  There  was  some  skirmishing  during  the  4th,  the  Confederates 
having  reoccupied  the  hights,  but  the  brigade  withdrew  unmolested 
under  cover  of  a  fog  next  morning.  Several  weeks  of  inactivity 
followed,  and  on  the  15th  of  June  the  corps  began  its  movement 
northward,  the  regiment  reaching  Thoroughfare  Gap  on  the  20th 
and  stopping  there  till  the  25th.  Then  it  withdrew  while  Confeder- 
ate shells  saluted  the  rear  of  the  column,  crossed  the  Potomac  next 
day  at  Edwards  Ferry  and  encamped  that  night  at  Poolesville  on 
ground  familiar  to  the  original  members  of  the  command.  Frede- 
rick was  reached  on  the  28th,  and  next  day  the  regiment  made  its 
longest  march  during  the  campaign — over  30  miles.  Night  of  the 
1st  of  July  brought  the  Second  Corps  to  the  field  of  Gettysburg  as 
a  reserve,  and  next  morning  it  was  placed  in  line  of  battle,  the 
position  of  the  Twentieth  being  in  the  second  line  near  the  left  of 
the  corps,  about  half  way  from  the  Cemetery  to  the  Hound  Tops. 

The  regiment  was  not  engaged  that  afternoon,  the  fire  of  the  first 
line  checking  the  advance  of  the  Confederates  after  ih  iv  had  driven 
back  the  Third  Corps,  whose  right  at  the  beginning  of  the  attack 
had  been  nearly  in  front  of  the  Twentieth.    A  rise  of  the  ground 
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protected  the  regiment  considerably ;  yet  it  suffered  some  loss,  hav- 
ing four  killed  and  a  number  wounded — among  the  latter  being  the 
beloved  Colonel  Revere,  who  died  of  his  injuries  on  the  5th.  The 
regiment  occupied  the  same  position  during  the  early  part  of  the 
following  day,  and  the  swell  of  ground  partially  sheltered  it  from 
the  heavy  artillery  fire  which  preceded  the  advance  of  the  Con- 
federates under  General  Pickett.  As  the  charging  line  came  near 
the  Twentieth  delivered  some  well-directed  volleys  which  did  much 
to  clear  the  ground  in  their  front,  but  just  to  the  right  the  masses 
of  the  enemy  struck  and  broke  into  the  Union  line.  The  regiment 
hurried  to  the  spot  and  took  an  important  part  in  the  contest  which 
raged  so  violently  for  a  short  time,  till  the  hostile  line  was  broken 
and  repulsed.  The  deadly  nature  of  the  contest  is  sufficiently  evi- 
denced by  the  fact  that  the  Twentieth,  out  of  230  taken  into  action, 
lost  111,  of  whom  32  were  killed  or  died  during  the  day,  including 
First  Lieutenant  Henry  Ropes  and  Second  Lieutenant  Sumner  Paine, 
both  of  Boston.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Macy  received  a  wound  neces- 
sitating the  amputation  of  his  hand.  Three  officers  only  escaped 
unhurt.  As  a  result  of  the  death  of  Colonel  Revere,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Macy  was  promoted  to  the  colonelcy. 

The  regiment  left  Gettysburg  on  the  5th,  with  its  corps,  march- 
ing by  way  of  South  Mountain,  Frederick  and  the  Antietam  battle- 
field to  the  vicinity  of  Williamsport,  where  the  two  armies  maneu- 
vered for  a  few  days  till  the  morning  of  the  14th  showed  the  Con- 
federates once  more  across  the  Potomac,  and  after  following  them 
to  the  margin  of  the  river  the  Union  army  turned  its  steps  toward 
Harper's  Ferry.  The  Twentieth  encamped  in  Pleasant  Valley  on 
the  15th,  and  rested  there  till  the  morning  of  the  18th,  when  it 
crossed  the  river  and  made  its  way  southward  along  the  eastern 
side  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  halting  on  the  26th  near  Warrenton  Junc- 
tion. Four  days  later  it  moved  with  its  corps  some  ten  miles  to  the 
south,  near  Morrisville,  where  a  more  permanent  camp  was  estab- 
lished, being  occupied  with  but  a  brief  absence  on  reconnaissance 
till  the  12th  of  September.  During  that  time  the  numbers  of  the 
regiment  were  largely  swelled  by  the  arrival  of  183  substitutes,  many 
of  whom,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they  were  regarded  with 
distrust  by  some  of  the  veterans,  proved  excellent  soldiers. 

The  movement  which  ensued  was  across  the  Rappahannock,  and 
after  spending  some  days  near  Culpeper  the  Second  Corps  moved 
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forward  to  the  Rapidan,  where  the  regiment  was  engaged  for  some 
time  in  picketing  the  river.  During  this  time  it  lost  one  of  its  most 
efficient  line  officers  by  the  murder  in  camp  by  some  unknown  per- 
son of  Captain  Thomas  M.  McKay  of  Boston,  on  the  6th  of  October. 
There  was  during  this  time  much  picket  firing  across  the  river,  and 
several  in  the  regiment  were  wounded.  Being  relieved  on  the  6th, 
the  Second  Corps  fell  back  to  Culpeper,  but  had  been  there  only 
three  or  four  days  when  it  was  found  that  Lee's  army  was  attempt- 
ing to  pass  around  the  flank  of  the  Union  army  to  the  northward. 
Then  followed  that  series  of  maneuverings  which  a  few  days  later 
brought  the  two  commands  back  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Bull  Run 
battle-fields.  The  movement  was  a  strange  one,  the  hostile  columns 
almost  mingling  during  some  portions  of  the  march,  the  most 
serious  encounter  occurring  at  Bristoe's  Station  on  the  14th.  At 
that  point  the  Twentieth  Regiment  was  one  of  those  which  threw 
themselves  behind  the  railroad  embankment  and  by  a  terrible  fire 
at  close  quarters  drove  the  attacking  Confederates  back  with  heavy 
loss ;  the  casualties  in  the  regiment  being  but  one  man  killed  and 
six  wounded.  Major  Abbott  was  still  in  command,  but  a  few  days 
later  Colonel  Macy  returned  to  duty. 

In  a  few  days  the  movement  was  again  southward,  and  on  the 
23d  the  regiment  encamped  near  Warrenton,  stopping  there  for 
two  weeks.  It  then  crossed  the  Rappahannock  at  Kelly's  Ford  and 
encamped  near  Brandy  Station,  from  which  it  set  out  on  the  26th 
of  November  for  the  Mine  Run  campaign.  In  the  skirmishing  of 
the  two  or  three  days  following  the  Twentieth  did  some  brilliant 
work,  having  a  number  of  men  wounded,  but  none  killed.  The 
proposed  battle  was  not  fought,  and  after  facing  the  Confederates 
in  their  strong?  position  for  two  or  three  davs  of  intenselv  cold 
weather,  the  Union  annv  was  withdrawn  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of 
December  and  made  its  way  back  to  the  old  camps  near  Brandy 
Station.  The  Twentieth  crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Oermania  Ford 
on  the  morning  of  the  2d  and  that  night  were  kt  at  home"  on  the 
banks  of  Mountain  Run.  Two  or  three  days  later  the  regiment 
moved  a  few  miles  to  Stevensburg  and  erected  its  winter  huts,  re 
maining  there  till  the  opening  of  the  spring  campaign  of  l8u*4,  with 
the  exception  of  one  absence  of  two  or  three  days  on  a  reconnais- 
sance. During  this  time  173  of  the  original  members  whose  period 
of  service  was  approaching  its  end  re-enlisted  for  an  additional  term 


Digitized  by  Google 


322 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 


of  three  years,  and  the  return  of  convalescents  and  the  addition  of 
recruits  brought  the  number  present  for  duty  at  the  opening  of  the 
campaign  up  to  25  officers  and  oG3  enlisted  men.  During  most  of 
the  winter  Major  Abbott  had  been  in  command  of  the  regiment,  but 
Colonel  Macy  rejoined  it  before  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness. 

The  regiment  broke  camp  on  the  night  of  May  3,  and  the  fol low- 
ing day  marched  to  the  Rapidan  and  crossed  it  at  Ely's  Ford.  The 
next  day's  march  brought  it  to  the  battle-field  of  the  Wilderness, 
but  it  was  not  till  the  forenoon  of  the  6th  that  with  its  brigade  it 
became  engaged  on  the  Plank  road.  The  brigade  had  been  sent  out 
to  the  support  of  other  troops,  supposed  to  be  in  that  vicinity,  but 
suddenly  encountered  the  enemy  in  force  in  the  dense  forest.  The 
Twentieth  fought  for  some  three  hours,  when  the  giving  way  of 
troops  on  the  flank  forced  them  to  retire  some  distance,  where  the 
line  was  reformed.  The  loss  had  been  heavy,  and  cannot  be  ex- 
actly stated,  owing  to  the  subsequent  loss  of  the  papers  of  the  regi- 
ment, but  it  is  believed  that  30  were  killed  or  died  of  their  wounds 
during  the  day,  among  the  number  being  Major  Abbott,  a  brave 
and  accomplished  officer.  Seven  officers  were  wounded,  including 
Colonel  Macy  and  Adjutant  Henry  W.  Bond  of  West  Roxburv — 
the  latter  being  murdered  by  guerrillas  in  an  ambulance  on  the 
14th,  while  on  his  way  to  Belle  Plain.  Captain  Arthur  R.  Curtis 
took  command  of  the  regiment  as  the  senior  officer  left  for  duty. 
The  following  day  was  passed  without  conflict,  and  the  8th  was 
occupied  in  the  movement  to  the  vicinity  of  Spottsylvania  Court 
House,  where  the  next  great  struggle  had  already  begun.  The 
river  Po  was  crossed  the  following  afternoon,  and  during  the  fore- 
noon of  the  1.0th  two  companies  were  sent  to  dislodge  a  force  of 
the  enemy  at  a  bend  of  the  river,  which  was  accomplished,  though 
in  doing  it  First  Lieutenant  Edward  Sturgis,  commanding  Com- 
pany Ay  was  killed.  Soon  after  the  regiment  moved  to  the  left  and 
took  part  in  an  unsuccessful  charge  on  the  enemy's  works,  in  which 
First  Lieutenant  Lansing  E.  Hibbard  of  Pittsfield  was  killed.  A 
few  enlisted  men  were  killed  and  a  proportionally  large  number 
wounded  in  these  encounters. 

The  11th  was  spent  in  the  erection  of  earthworks,  and  following 
a  day  of  labor  came  a  night  of  marching  and  maneuvering,  iu 
preparation  for  the  grand  assault  on  the  enemy's  lines  made  by 
Hancock's  Corps  on  the  morning  of  the  12th.    In  that  the  regi- 
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inent  took  an  active  part,  capturing  three  pieces  of  artillery  and  work- 
ing them  for  some  time  against  the  Confederates,  suffering  a  loss  of 
about  20  in  wounded  and  missing,  while  four  were  killed.  The  com- 
mand participated  next  day  in  another  attack,  farther  to  the  left, 
which  did  not  meet  the  success  of  the  effort  of  the  12th.  One  man 
in  the  regiment  was  killed  and  a  number  were  wounded  and  missing. 
Another  attack  was  made  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  but  it  re- 
sulted only  in  severe  loss  to  the  troops  engaged.  Captain  Curtis, 
commanding  the  Twentieth,  was  badly  wounded,  and  Captain  Kelli- 
her  was  terribly  mutilated,  having  his  right  arm,  collar  bone  and 
shoulder  blade  torn  off,  his  jaw  broken  and  his  side  lacerated,  with 
severe  injury  to  two  ribs,  yet  recovering  and  rejoining  his  regiment  in 
the  field  before  the  termination  of  the  war.  Captain  Henry  L.  Patten 
of  Cambridge  took  command  after  the  disabling  of  Captain  Curtis. 

The  army  remained  before  Spottsylvania  three  days  longer,  when 
the  movement  by  the  left  flank  was  resumed,  bringing  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  to  the  North  Anna  on  the  23d.  The  enemy  were 
already  there.  The  regiment  crossed  the  river  at  Jericho  Ford  next 
day  and  assisted  in  driving  the  Confederates  from  their  works,  suf- 
fering a  considerable  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing.  The 
position  was  held  till  the  27th,  when  the  troops  withdrew  to  the  left 
bank  and  again  marched  southward.  The  Pamunkey  was  reached 
and  crossed  near  Newcastle  on  the  28th,  line  of  battle  being  formed 
just  beyond,  and  from  that  time  the  movements  of  the  corps  were 
a  series  of  maneuvers,  skirmishes  and  more  determined  engage- 
ments, accompanied  by  continual  loss.  Cold  Harbor  was  reached 
on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  June,  and  the  regiment  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  the  next  day,  meeting  the  fate  of  all  organizations 
sharing  in  that  disastrous  engagement — reaching  a  position  close  to 
the  enemy's  works,  at  a  heavy  cost  of  killed  and  wounded,  but  gain- 
ing no  compensating  advantage.  It  remained  there,  engaged  in 
siege  operations  and  exposed  to  the  constant  fire  of  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters  till  the  12th,  its  total  losses  at  Cold  Harbor  being 
seven  men  killed  and  over  30  wounded.  These  continual  losses  had 
worn  the  command  down  to  a  fraction  of  the  strong  battalion  which 
had  started  on  the  campaign  little  more  than  a  month  before. 

The  regiment  left  the  works  before  Cold  Harbor  on  the  12th, 
crossed  the  Chickahominy  on  the  13th,  the  James  at  Windmill 
Point  the  14th,  and  moved  thence  toward  Petersburg.    It  reached 
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the  lines  in  front  of  the  city  on  the  night  of  the  15th,  relieving 
other  troops  and  taking  part  in  the  fighting  of  the  next  few  days ;  but 
the  loss  sustained  in  the  various  encounters  cannot  be  stated.  It 
rendered  a  signal  service  to  its  division  on  the  22d,  when  the  at- 
tempt to  extend  the  lines  to  the  left  exposed  the  flank  of  the  Second 
Corps,  which  the  enemy  promptly  assailed,  capturing  and  scattering 
regiment  after  regiment  till  the  Twentieth  were  reached,  when  a 
change  of  front  and  a  few  of  those  efficient  volleys  which  thev 
knew  so  well  how  to  deliver  stayed  the  Confederate  triumph 
and  enabled  the  corps  to  regain  the  lost  ground.  During  this  en- 
counter and  the  next  two  days  the  regiment  lost  about  20,  six  of 
whom  were  killed.  It  then  moved  to  the  rear  some  two  miles  and 
for  a  few  weeks  enjoyed  comparative  rest,  though  frequently  chang- 
ing camp  and  still  sharing  the  routine  of  the  siege. 

On  the  18th  of  July  those  of  the  original  members  whose  term 
of  enlistment  was  about  to  expire — 21  in  all — left  the  trenches  and 
set  out  for  Boston  to  be  mustered  out  of  service.  The  remainder 
were  consolidated  to  seven  companies  and  the  veterans  and  recruits 
of  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  formed  into  a  battalion  of  three 
companies  completed  the  regimental  organization.  The  James  river 
was  crossed  to  Deep  Bottom  on  the  26th,  the  regiment  remaining 
there  for  four  days,  when  it  returned  to  the  former  location,  having 
lost  one  lieutenant  and  32  enlisted  men  captured  from  the  picket 
line.  Captain  Patten  was  still  in  command  of  the  regiment,  having 
been  commissioned  major  to  date  from  the  20th  of  June  ;  Captain 
Curtis,  absent  wounded,  had  been  advanced  to  lieutenant  colonel 
June  20,  his  commission  as  major  dating  from  the  7th  of  May. 

Another  movement  beyond  the  James  occurred  August  12,  the 
regiment  going  by  transports  and  debarking  on  the  14th.  Various 
maneuvers  followed,  an  unsuccessful  attack  being  made  on  the  Con- 
federate position,  succeeded  by  skirmishing  and  picket  duty,  in  which 
the  regiment  lost  more  than  30  men  in  wounded  and  missing,  one 
being  killed.  Captain  Patten  received  a  wound  by  which  he  lost  a 
leg  and  died  from  its  effects  on  the  10th  of  September.  The  regi- 
ment returned  to  its  camp  on  the  20th  of  August,  and  three  days 
later  marched  with  its  corps  to  Reams  Station  where  on  the  25th  it 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  captured  almost  entire  by  a  successful 
flanking  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Only  about  ten  men 
escaped,  but  the  arrival  of  convalescents,  detailed  men  and  others 
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in  a  few  weeks  brought  the  total  strength  up  to  70,  a  company 
organization  being  formed  of  which  Captain  Magnitskey  took  com- 
mand September  11,  on  his  return  from  escorting  the  detachment 
to  Massachusetts.  A  few  days  later  others  having  come  in  from 
hospital,  three  companies  were  organized,  and  the  battalion  served 
in  various  forts  till  late  in  October,  having  during  the  time  a  num- 
ber killed  and  wounded.  On  the  24th  of  that  month  it  joined  in 
the  movement  to  Hatchers  Run,  taking  part  in  the  action  there  on 
the  27th,  penetrating  to  the  Boydtown  road  where  being  in  advance 
it  was  deployed  and  attacked  the  rebels,  losing  nearly  a  dozen  in 
wounded  and  missing  and  retiring  during  the  night.  Captain  Albert 
B.  Holmes  of  Nantucket  returned  to  duty  on  the  31st  and  took  com- 
mand, the  regiment  on  the  same  day  being  stationed  in  Battery  XI, 
in  the  front  line  of  works,  where  it  remained  four  weeks,  being  re- 
lieved on  the  29th  of  November,  having  during  the  time  lost  ten  in 
killed  and  wounded.  A  few  days  before  Captain  Kelliher,  whose 
terrible  wound  at  Spottsylvania  has  been  referred  to,  returned  to 
the  regiment  and  took  command,  being  promoted  to  major.  With 
the  close  of  November,  the  Twentieth  moved  to  the  left  of  the  Union 
lines,  changed  location  several  times,  and  finally  built  their  winter 
quarters  near  Fort  Emory. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Curtis  returned  to  the  regiment  on  the  12th 
of  January,  1865,  and  on  the  5th  of  February  it  participated  in  the 
movement  across  Hatcher's  Run,  being  on  the  skirmish  line  during 
the  fighting  of  that  day,  and  remaining  in  the  vicinity  during 
the  succeeding  days  on  which  the  enemy  strove  to  prevent  this  ex- 
tension of  the  Federal  lines.  Its  loss  was  but  one  killed,  six 
wounded  and  five  captured.  All  suffered  severely,  however,  from 
the  inclement  weather.  The  Confederates  submitting  to  the  inevi- 
table and  withdrawing  from  the  contest,  the  ground  gained  was  in- 
trenched and  the  camps  of  the  Second  Corps  were  pitched  in  that 
region.  Then  the  usual  routine  went  on  till  near  the  close  of  March.* 
The  regiment  turned  out  on  the  25th  of  that  month  when  the  enemy 
captured  Fort  Stedman,  but  after  marching  some  distance  found  that 
its  services  were  not  required  and  at  night  returned  to  camp. 

Three  days  afterward  orders  came  to  prepare  for  the  final  cam- 
paign, and  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  the  command  broke  camp, 
marching  by  the  Vaughan  road  across  Hatcher's  Run.  It  was  one 
of  the  fortunes  of  war  that  this  veteran  regiment,  which  for  three 
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years  and  a  half  had  home  the  hrunt  of  almost  every  conflict  in 
which  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  engaged,  should  during  the 
final  struggle  escape  without  a  casualty.  It  took  part  in  all  the 
movements  of  its  corps,  joined  in  the  advance  against  the  enemy's 
works  on  the  morning  of  April  2,  entering  them  without  opposition, 
and  thence  marching  toward  Petersburg,  halting  at  night  within 
three  miles  of  the  city.  Next  day  it  moved  to  Sunderland  Station 
on  the  Southside  railroad,  and  afterward  followed  in  the  pursuit  of 
the  Southern  army.  After  the  surrender,  on  the  9th,  the  regiment 
remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Appomattox  Court  House  till  the  11th, 
when  it  marched  to  Burke's  Station  and  rested  there  till  the  2d  of 
May.  It  then  marched  to  Richmond,  reaching  the  late  Confederate 
capital  on  the  5th  and  being  reviewed  there  on  the  6th ;  the  weary 
battalion  passed  through  Fredericksburg  on  the  10th,  and  three 
days  later  halted  within  the  defenses  of  Washington — defenses  that 
were  no  longer  needed,  for  there  was  no  hostile  army  in  the  field. 

The  few  remaining  events  of  note  in  the  history  of  the  regiment 
transpired  at  what  seemed  long  intervals,  for  the  soldiers  who  had 
so  faithfully  performed  their  duties  were  impatient  to  return  to 
home  and  civil  life.  The  great  review  in  Washington  occurred  on 
the  23d,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Curtis  resigned  on  the  29th.  The 
veterans  and  re-enlisted  men  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Massachusetts 
joined  the  Twentieth  June  22.  They  numbered,  present  and  absent, 
223,  including  five  officers ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lincoln  of  the 
Thirty-seventh  being  the  senior  officer  took  eommand  of  the  con- 
solidated forces.  Orders  for  making  the  final  rolls  were  received 
early  in  July,  and  on  the  15th  of  that  month  the  organization  was 
mustered  out  of  the  national  service.  It  left  for  Massachusetts  on 
the  17th  reaching  camp  at  Readville  on  the  20th.  Eight  days  later 
its  members  were  paid  and  discharged. 

The  roster  of  the  Twentieth  bears  the  names  of  3,230  members, 
Including  re-enlistments,  promotions,  the  detachments  from  other 
regiments  which  were  incorporated  with  it  near  the  close  of  its  ser- 
vice, and  the  500  or  so  unassigned  recruits,  very  few  of  whom  ever 
joined  the  command.  Of  this  number  50  died  in  Confederate  pris- 
ons, and  533  are  unaccounted  for  on  the  records  of  the  adjutant 
general's  office.  The  regiment  was  exceptional  in  the  number  of 
general  officers  which  it  gave  to  the  service,  no  less  than  11  attain- 
ing the  brevet  rank  of  brigadier  general  or  higher  grade. 
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THE  Twenty-first  Regiment  began  to  gather  on  the  Agricult- 
ural Grounds  at  Worcester,  then  named  Camp  Lincoln,  in 
honor  of  ex-Governor  Levi  Lincoln,  in  July,  1861,  Companies 
A,  F  and  G  arriving  on  the  19th  and  four  or  five  others  having  been 
filled  by  the  close  of  the  month.  The  majority  of  the  regiment 
were  Worcester  county  men,  though  Hampden,  Hampshire  and 
Franklin  counties  were  represented,  with  a  few  from  other  sections. 
The  camp  was  under  command  of  Major  General  Augustus  Morse 
of  the  state  militia.  The  men  were  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  from  the  16th  to  the  23d  of  August  by  Captain  Goodhue  of 
the  Eleventh  Regulars,  and  the  commissions  of  most  of  the  officers 
bore  date  of  the  21st.    The  roster  was  as  follows : — 

Colonel,  Augustus  Morse  of  Leominster;  lieutenant  colonel,  Alberto 
Maggi  of  New  Bedford;  major,  William  S.  Clark  of  Amherst;  sur- 
geon, Calvin  Cutter  of  Warren;  assistant  surgeons,  James  Oliver  of 
Athol  and  Orin  Warren  of  West  Newbury;  chaplain,  George  S.  Ball 
of  Upton  (from  November  11);  adjutant,  Theron  E.  Hall  of  Ilolden; 
quartermaster,  George  F.  Thompson  of  Worcester;  sergeant  major, 
William  H.  Valentine  of  Worcester;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Harrison 
A.  Royce  of  Newton;  commissary  sergeant,  William  E.  Richardson  of 
Boston;  hospital  steward,  James  S.  Green  of  Fitchburg ;  principal 
musician,  John  L.  Cook  of  Worcester ;  leader  of  brass-band,  Reuben 
K.  Waters  of  Webster. 

Company  A — Captain,  George  P.  Hawkes;  first  lieutenant,  Charles 
W.  Davis;  second  lieutenant,  John  Brooks,  Jr.,  all  of  Templeton. 

Company  B — Captain,  Charles  F.  Walcott  of  Boston;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Wells'Willard;  second  lieutenant,  James  W.  Hopkins,  both  of 
Springfield. 

Company  C — Captain,  James  M.  Richardson  of  Hubbardston;  first 
lieutenant,"  William  T.  Harlow  of  Spencer;  second  lieutenant,  Ira  J. 
Kelton  of  Holden. 

Company  D — Captain,  Theodore  S.  Foster;  first  lieutenant,  Charles 
Barker;  second  lieutenant,  Eben  T.  Heywood,  all  of  Fitchburg. 

Company  E — Captain,  Pelham  Bradford  of  West  Boylston;  first 
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lieutenant,  Solomon  Hovey,  Jr.,  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Wood- 
bury Whittemore  of  Lancaster. 

Company  F— Captain,  B.  Frank  Rogers  of  Worcester;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Charles  K.  Stoddard  of  Upton  ;  second  lieutenant,  Samuel  O. 
Laforest  of  Boston . 

Company  0 — Captain,  Addison  A.  Walker;  first  lieutenant,  Alonzo 
P.  Davis;  second  lieutenant,  Samuel  A.  Taylor,  all  of  Ashburnham. 

Company  H — Captain,  Joseph  P.  Rice  of  Ashburnham;  first  lieu- 
tenant, John  D.  Frazer  of  Holvoke;  second  lieutenant,  Solomon  C. 
Sh  urn  way  of  Belchertown. 

Company  I — Captain,  Henry  H.  Richardson  of  Pittsfield;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Frazar  A.  Stearns  of  Amherst;  second  lieutenant,  Joel  W. 
Fletcher  of  Leominster. 

Company  K — Captain,  Thomas  S.  Washburn  of  Worcester ;  first 
lieutenant,  Matthew  M.  Parkhurst ;  second  lieutenant,  John  B. 
Williams,  both  of  Barre. 

Marching  orders  came  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  August ;  the 
men  were  armed  with  smooth-bore  muskets  changed  from  flint  to 
percussion  locks,  and  marched  to  Worcester,  where  Hon.  Alexander 
II.  Bullock  in  behalf  of  the  ladies  of  the  city  presented  a  fine 
national  flag.  Cars  were  taken  to  Norwich  that  afternoon,  a  night 
ride  on  the  steamer  landed  the  regiment  at  Jersey  City  next  morn- 
ing, and  the  journey  by  rail  was  resumed,  reaching  the  abundant 
hospitality  of  the  Philadelphia  Cooper  Shop  in  the  evening.  Balti- 
more was  reached  Sunday  forenoon,  and  after  reporting  to  General 
Dix,  waiting  for  several  hours  on  the  street,  the  Twenty-first  were 
informed  that  thev  would  remain  at  Baltimore  for  a  time  ;  thev  ac- 
cordingly  marched  through  the  citv  to  Patterson  Park,  receiving 
neither  insult  nor  welcome  from  the  curious  crowds  which  lined  the 
way.  In  the  dusty  inclosurc,  which  was  christened  Camp  Lincoln, 
in  honor  of  the  President,  the  command  remained  three  days,  when 
it  was  ordered  to  Annapolis,  which  was  reached  on  the  morning  of 
the  30th,  six  companies  garrisoning  the  Naval  School  at  that  place 
while  four  companies  remained  at  Annapolis  Junction  to  picket  the 
railroad.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Maggi,  on  joining  the  regiment  early 
in  September,  took  command  of  the  latter  detachment,  the  com- 
panies being  changed  from  time  to  time. 

A  second  muster  was  had  September  IT,  on  account  of  some  in- 
formality in  the  previous  one,  and  from  that  time  till  the  middle  of 
December  the  regiment  remained  on  duty  with  no  experiences  more 
startling  than  an  occasional  night  alarm  such  as  new  troops  very 
often  indulged  in.    A  sad  event  was  the  shooting  of  Lieutenant 
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Charles  K.  Stoddard  by  a  picket  on  the  night  of  September  30, 
Corporal  Hayden  having  met  his  death  in  a  similar  manner  a  few 
days  before,  both  occurring  through  the  misunderstanding  of  one 
or  both  parties  as  to  the  duties  of  the  sentries.  On  the  20th  of  De- 
cember it  was  settled  that  the  regiment  was  to  form  part  of  the 
Burnside  expedition,  and  the  fact  gave  much  satisfaction,  as  the 
men  had  been  disappointed  that  through  some  misunderstanding  it 
had  not  taken  part  in  the  Sherman  expedition  to  the  South  Carolina 
coast  some  time  previous.  At  the  making  up  of  the  brigades  for 
Burnside's  command,  the  Twenty -first  was  the  first  regiment  selected 
by  General  Reno,  its  associates  being  the  Fifty-first  New  York, 
Fifty-first  Pennsylvania  and  Ninth  New  Jersev. 

At  this  time  Lieutenant  Colonel  Maggi  took  command  of  the 
regiment,  Colonel  Morse  remaining  in  chargfe  of  the  post  at  An- 
napolis, a  position  more  to  his  taste.  The  worthless  weapons  of 
the  men  were  discarded  on  the  21st,  the  right  and  left  companies 
being  armed  with  Harper's  Ferry  rifles  with  saber  bayonets  and  the 
balance  of  the  command  with  Enfield  rifles.  The  regiment  went 
aboard  the  transport  Northerner  on  the  afternoon  of  January  6, 
1802,  and  sailed  on  the  9th,  the  head-quarters  of  General  Reno  being 
on  the  same  vessel.  Fortress  Monroe  was  reached  at  evening  of 
the  10th,  and  after  stopping  a  day  the  flotilla  set  forth  for  Hatteras 
Inlet  on  the  North  Carolina  coast,  when  the  destination  of  the  ex- 
pedition for  the  first  time  became  known.  The  entrance  to  the  In- 
let was  reached  at  evening  of  the  12th,  but  owing  to  a  storm  it  was 
not  till  the  following  day  that  a  passage  was  effected  and  the  steamer 
anchored  off  Forts  Hatteras  and  Clark,  which  had  been  captured  by 
the  Federal  gun-boats  some  months  before.  That  night  a  severe 
storm  set  in,  which  continued  with  little  interruption  for  two  weeks, 
during  much  of  which  time  the  Northerner  was  aground  and  nar- 
rowly escaped  destruction,  the  men  being  repeatedly  shifted  to  other 
craft  in  the  effort  to  float  the  vessel,  and  suffering  from  want  of 
proper  food  and  the  natural  discomforts  of  the  situation.  Finally 
on  the  5th  of  February  the  flotilla  was  in  sailing  condition  and 
moved  up  Pamlico  Sound  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Roanoke  Island, 
where  it  lay  till  the  morning  of  the  7th  in  a  heavy  fog.  The  mili- 
tary force  of  the  expedition  was  known  as  the  Coast  Division  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  was  commanded  by  General  Burnside 
and  consisted  of  three  brigades,  of  which  General  Reno  commanded 
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the  Second,  the  First  and  Third  being  respectively  under  Generals 
John  G.  Foster  and  John  G.  Parke. 

Most  of  the  7th  was  occupied  by  a  sharp  engagement  between 
the  Union  and  the  Confederate  gun-boats,  the  latter  assisted  by  the 
fire  of  Fort  Bartow  on  the  island,  but  late  in  the  afternoon  when 
the  fire  of  the  latter  had  been  silenced  the  division  was  transferred 
to  lighter  draught  boats  and  landed  at  a  convenient  point  without 
opposition.  The  Twenty-first  were  selected  for  skirmishers  and 
faithfully  picketed  the  ground  during  the  night,  losing  one  man 
wounded  as  they  deployed.  Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  engage- 
ment next  morning  the  regiment  went  forward  and  worked  its  way 
through  the  deep  swamp  on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  to  the 
hostile  fort  which  was  the  object  of  attack.  The  two  flank  com- 
panies, O  and  D,  accompanied  by  General  Reno  and  Colonel  Maggi, 
advanced  in  line  of  battle,  pushing  back  the  enemy  gradually  while 
the  main  part  of  the  regiment  followed  by  the  Hank  owing  to  the 
nature  of  the  ground.  On  firmer  ground  being  reached  line  of 
battle  was  formed  and  the  entire  regiment  charged  and  drove  the 
Confederates  from  the  fort,  planting  the  regimental  state  flag  first 
upon  the  rebel  works.  The  regiment  joined  in  the  pursuit  till  the 
surrender  of  the  enemy,  and  then  assisted  in  preventing  the  esca|>e 
of  the  southerners  from  the  island. 

The  loss  of  the  command  was  13  killed  or  fatally  hurt  and  44 
others  wounded,  among  the  latter  being  Captain  Foster,  whose  leg 
was  badly  shattered,  and  Acting  Adjutant  Stearns.  The  flag  of  the 
battery  which  had  been  captured  by  the  charge  of  the  Twenty-first 
was  sent  to  Boston  and  placed  on  exhibition  at  the  State  House. 
That  night  the  regiment  passed  in  the  comfortable  new  barracks 
recently  completed  by  the  Confederates,  and  nearly  a  month  was 
spent  on  the  island.  During  this  time  Lieutenant  Colonel  Maggi 
resigned,  Major  Clark  was  promoted  to  the  vacancy  from  February 
28  and  took  command,  Captain  Joseph  P.  Rice  being  made  major. 

The  regiment  again  embarked  on  the  Northerner  March  4,  lying 
at  anchor  till  the  11th,  when  it  sailed  to  Hatteras  Inlet  and  the  fol- 
lowing day  ascended  the  Ncuse  river,  anchoring  at  the  mouth  of 
Slocum's  Creek,  16  miles  below  Newbern.  Disembarking  the  next 
morning  at  9  o'clock  the  column  advanced  some  ten  miles,  passing 
on  the  way  many  deserted  fortifications  and  other  evidences  of  recent 
Confederate  occupation,  but  meeting  no  resistance.    The  day,  ns 
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well  as  the  following,  was  rainy  and  foggy,  making  the  movements 
of  the  soldiers  very  difficult.  On  the  morning  of  the  14th  the  regi- 
ment with  Company  G  as  advance  guard  led  the  brigade  through 
the  thick  woods  on  the  left  of  the  railroad.  Encountering  the 
enemy's  intrenchmcnts,  some  four  miles  below  Newbern,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Clark  with  four  companies  of  his  right  wing  was  ordered 
to  charge  across  the  railroad  and  occupy  a  brick-yard,  which  he  did 
with  severe  loss,  driving  out  the  foe,  after  which  he  charged  upon  a 
battery  and  captured  one  gun,  when  a  counter-charge  by  three  North 
Carolina  regiments  forced  the  brave  battalion  to  make  the  best  of 
its  way  out.  It  then  rejoined  the  left  wing,  which  was  fighting 
steadily  in  front  of  the  redans  to  the  left,  and  was  in  time  to  share 
in  the  general  advance  at  the  giving  way  <  f  the  Confederate  lines. 

The  loss  of  the  Twenty-first  in  the  battle  of  Newbern  was  19 
killed  and  39  wounded,  four  of  the  latter  dying  soon  after.  Ad- 
jutant Stearns  was  amon<r  the  killed  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  fall. 
The  brass  gun  which  had  been  captured  by  Colonel  Clark's  detach- 
ment was  afterward  suitably  engraved  and  sent  to  Amherst  College 
to  be  preserved  as  a  memorial  of  him  and  of  the  other  members  of 
the  regiment  who  wort'  killed  in  the  battle.  While  the  rest  of  the 
army  followed  up  the  retiring  enemy  the  Twenty-first  were  left  in 
charge  of  the  battle-field,  but  on  the  19th  they  rejoined  the  brigade 
and  took  possession  of  a  former  Confederate  camp  near  Newbern, 
which  was  renamed  Camp  Andrew.  This  camp,  despite  all  possible 
sanitary  measures,  proved  very  unhealthy,  and  the  rejrimcnt  suffered 
much  from  fevers.  On  the  24th  Miss  Carrie  E.  Cutter,  daughter  of 
the  surgeon,  who  from  her  devotion  to  the  sick  and  wounded  had 
been  called  "  the  Florence  Nightingale  of  the  regiment,"  died  on 
board  the  Northerner,  to  the  great  grief  of  the  command.  Second 
Lieutenant  Charles  Coolidge  of  Sterling  also  died  of  fever  on  the  iHst. 

During  April  an  expedition  was  planned  threatening  Norfolk,  and 
the  Twenty-first  were  selected  as  a  part  of  the  force.  With  the 
Fifty-first  Pennsylvania,  the  regiment  embarked  on  the  Northerner 
April  17,  and  sailing  up  Pamlico  Sound  the  command  was  joined 
at  Roanoke  Island  by  three  regiments  under  Colonel  Hawkins  of 
the  Ninth  New  York,  the  whole  commanded  by  General  Reno. 
Sailing  up  the  Pasquotank  river  the  force  debarked  three  miles  be- 
low Elizabeth  City  durirtg  the  forenoon  of  the  19th.  Hawkins's 
Brigade  had  some  hours  the  start,  but  12  miles  out  they  were  over- 
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taken.  The  Fifty-first  and  Twenty-first  then  took  the  lead ;  four 
miles  further  on  they  were  fired  upon  by  artillery  before  the  pres- 
ence of  the  foe  was  suspected,  and  found  a  Confederate  force  of  some 
2,000  men  with  14  guns  strongly  posted.  The  two  Union  regiments 
made  a  detour  to  the  right,  the  Twenty-first  getting  a  favorable 
position  in  the  rear  of  the  artillery  and  driving  back  the  opposing 
skirmishers.  An  advance  was  made  as  soon  as  the  other  regiments 
were  in  position  and  the  foe  was  driven  from  the  field,  but  no  at- 
tempt at  pursuit  was  made. 

After  dark  the  Union  column  began  to  retrace  its  steps,  such  of 
the  wounded  as  could  not  bear  transportation  being  left  at  a  house 
in  the  vicinity  under  the  care  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Warren.  These 
were  well  treated  by  the  Confederates  and  as  soon  as  they  recovered 
sufficiently  were  sent  into  the  Union  lines  on  parole.  The  return 
march  was  very  difficult,  the  mud  being  deep  and  the  men  exhausted, 
but  within  24  hours  after  leaving  them  the  transports  were  regained, 
the  command  having  marched  from  35  to  45  miles,  besides  fighting 
a  battle  and  winning  a  victory.  The  loss  of  the  Twenty-first  had 
been  four  killed,  11  wounded  and  one  missing.  Camp  was  reached 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  22d. 

A  reorganization  of  the  troops  took  place  on  the  25th  of  April, 
when  the  Twenty-first  became  a  part  of  the  Second  Brigade  of 
Reno's  Division,  its  fellow-regiments  being  the  two  Fifty-firsts  and 
the  Eleventh  Connecticut,  Colonel  Ferrero  of  the  Fiftv-first  New 
York  commanding.  Twenty-three  recruits  from  Massachusetts 
were  received  on  the  7th  of  May.  The  monotony  of  camp  life 
was  broken  on  the  17th,  when  the  regiment  was  sent  out  be- 
fore daylight  to  assist  the  Second  Maryland,  which  had  been  cut 
off  from  camp  and  was  in  danger  of  capture.  The  Twenty-first 
marched  rapidly  for  11  miles  through  the  rain  and  mud,  when  the 
Confederates  retired  and  the  half-famished  Marylanders  were  greeted 
by  their  deliverers  with  a  hot  breakfast  and  escorted  back  to  camp 
in  triumph.  On  the  15th  of  May  Colonel  Morse  left  the  service  and 
in  due  time  Lieutenant  Colonel  Clark  was  promoted  to  colonel. 
Major  Rice  to  lieutenant  colonel  and  Captain  Foster  to  major, — but 
the  latter,  disabled  by  his  wound,  did  not  join  the  regiment. 

Rumors  and  orders  for  moving  came  toward  the  close  of  June, 
and  on  the  2d  of  July  the  regiment  took  transports,  in  common 
with  other  troops,  and  at  evening  of  the  3d  reached  Hatteras  Inlet, 
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where  tidings  were  received  which  caused  a  return  to  Newbern  dur- 
ing the  4th.  That  night  was  passed  on  the  transport  and  the  fol- 
lowing on  shore  in  the  old  camps,  when  the  command  re-embarked 
and  steamed  to  Newport  News,  where  it  debarked  and  encamped. 
Other  troops  rapidly  gathered  there,  General  Parke  coming  from 
North  Carolina  and  General  Stevens  from  South  Carolina  with  de- 
tachments, and  on  the  22d  of  July  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  was 
organized.  Colonel  Ferrero's  command,  consisting  of  the  Twenty- 
first  and  the  two  Fifty-first  Regiments  became  the  Second  Brigade 
of  the  Second  (Reno's)  Division.  This  division,  followed  by  the 
First  under  General  Stevens,  was  sent  to  the  assistance  of  General 
Pope,  going  by  steamer  on  the  2d  of  August  to  Acquia  Creek,  where 
on  the  4th  cars  were  taken  for  Fredericksburg.  The  division  re- 
lieved General  King's  Division  of  the  Third  Corps,  the  Twenty-first 
going  into  camp  about  a  mile  from  the  city  and  remaining  till  the 
12th,  when  it  was  ordered  to  reinforce  General  Pope  on  the  Rapidan. 

Marching  to  Bealton,  the  regiment  took  cars  on  the  14th,  rode  to 
Cuipepcr  Court  If ousc  and  camped  for  the  night.  The  next  day  an 
advance  was  made  to  the  vicinity  of  Raccoon  Ford  on  the  Rapidan, 
where  the  regimental  brass-band  was  mustered  out.  On  the  night 
of  the  18th  Pope  began  to  withdraw,  Reno's  Division  which  formed 
the  rear  guard  not  getting  under  way  till  nearly  daybreak.  It 
marched  till  late  the  following  afternoon,  when  the  Rappahannock 
was  crossed  at  Kelly's  Ford,  the  Army  of  Virginia  taking  position 
on  the  north  bank  and  intrenching  witli  outposts  on  the  other  side 
of  the  river,  where  skirmishing  was  of  daily  occurrence. 

The  regiment  left  Kelly's  Ford  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  and 
moved  up  the  river  to  Rappahannock  Station,  where  there  had  been 
fighting  across  the  river,  while  Jackson's  force  was  reported  to  be 
crossing  at  the  fords  above,  and  the  column  moved  forward  spas- 
modically till  on  the  24th  the  regiment  reached  Sulphur  Springs ; 
where  a  portion  of  E well's  Division  had  crossed,  made  a  little  light 
with  Sigel's  troops  and  retreated,  burning  the  bridge  behind  them. 
Next  day  the  Twenty-first  marched  in  the  morning  to  Warrenton 
and  formed  line  of  battle,  expecting  an  attack  from  Jackson's 
troops,  known  to  be  across  the  river;  but  none  came,  for  that 
shrewd  chieftain  was  inarching  rapidly  northward,  to  the  rear  of 
the  Union  arm  v.  At  evening  the  rciriinent  started  for  Warrenton 
Junction,  which  was  reached  at  midnight ;  on  the  morning  of  the 
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27th  started  back  toward  Warrenton,  but  after  marching  a  few 
miles  returned  to  the  Junction  and  moved  northward  to  Greenwich. 
The  next  forenoon  it  marched  eastward  to  Manassas  and  on  toward 
Bull  Run,  which  was  crossed  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  and 
through  Centerville  the  command  pressed  toward  the  battle-field. 

Soon  after  noon  the  brigade  took  position  near  the  center  of  the 
Union  lines,  and  was  soon  placed  in  support  of  20  pieces  of  artillery. 
Near  sunset,  after  having  witnessed  two  similar  charges  by  mere 
handfuls  of  Union  troops  against  the  Confederate  position,  it  was 
ordered  to  attack,  unsupported,  and  had  nearly  reached  the  edge  of 
the  fatal  woods  when  General  Reno  ordered  a  halt  and  made  a  pro- 
test to  General  Pope,  as  a  result  of  which  the  brigade  was  with- 
drawn and  rested  on  its  arms  during  the  night.  The  command, 
though  sometimes  under  fire  the  day  following,  was  not  engaged 
till  near  night,  when  the  Union  army  was  mostly  in  retreat.  Then 
under  the  direction  of  the  gallant  Reno  it  was  moved  by  the  left 
flank  a  half-mile  to  the  Henry  House  Hill,  covering  the  turnpike 
across  Young's  Branch  and  Bull  Run,  where  the  three  regiments 
with  Captain  Graham's  Battery  took  positon.  The  enemy  soon  came 
on  in  strong  force,  but  the  sharp  fire  of  the  artillery  and  infantry 
drove  them  back  with  heavy  loss.  Half  an  hour  later  a  sudden  at- 
tack was  made  on  the  Fifty-first  New  York,  but  the  Twenty -first 
changed  front  to  its  assistance  and  the  enemy  was  again  repulsed. 

The  Union  army  was  now  falling  back,  General  Reno  being  as- 
signed to  cover  the  rear,  and  when  the  way  was  clear  his  command, 
including  the  Twenty-first,  withdrew  across  the  Run,  where  line  of 
battle  was  formed ;  but  the  enemy  showed  no  disposition  to  follow 
— did  not  in  fact  know  of  the  retreat  of  Pope's  forces  till  next 
morning — and  later  in  the  evening  Ferrcro's  Brigade  continued  on 
to  Centerville.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  during  the  day  had  been 
slight,  being  but  seven  wounded  and  Surgeon  Cutter  taken  prisoner 
while  as  division  medical  officer  accompanying  the  First  Brigade  on 
a  charge.  Assistant  Surgeon  James  Oliver  Avas  also  left  behind  to 
care  for  the  wounded  lying  on  the  field  when  the  regiment  fell 
back.    Both  of  these  officers  rejoined  the  command  in  a  few  days. 

But  if  the  Twenty. first  Regiment  had  escaped  lightly  at  the 
Second  Bull  Run  battle,  it  was  to  have  the  most  terrible  experience 
in  its  historv  two  davs  later  at  the  battle  of  Chantilly.  On  the 
morning  of  the  1st  of  September  the  brigade  moved  about  a  mile 
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and  pitched  its  camp  in  u  fine  locality,  but  at  2  o'clock  it  was  or- 
dered to  march  and  took  the  road  toward  Fairfax  Court  House, 
soon  approaching  the  scene  of  conflict,  as  was  indicated  by  the  fir- 
ing in  advance.  About  5  o'clock  the  regiment  in  line  of  battle  en- 
tered a  thick  piece  of  woods,  a  sudden  storm  raging  with  great 
severity.  While  still  pressing  forward,  the  line  much  disorganized 
by  the  darkness  and  difficulties  of  the  forest,  troops  were  observed 
in  front,  hut  were  supposed  to  be  the  Fifty-first  New  York,  which 
had  entered  in  advance  of  the  Twenty-first,  till  a  murderous  volley 
at  short  range  was  poured  in  from  front  and  flank.  The  loss  of  the 
regiment  was  terrible,  but  the  men  fought  as  best  they  could  till  the 
soaking  rain  rendered  the  guns  on  both  sides  useless  when  Colonel 
Clark  gave  the  order  to  retire. 

As  the  shattered  regiment  came  out  of  the  woods  it  was  met  by 
General  Kearny  and  ordered  through  a  large  corn-field  to  extend 
the  line  of  Birney's  Brigade,  which  was  engaged  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
distant,  the  position  only  indicated  by  the  flashes  of  the  muskets. 
The  Twenty-first  moved  slowly  in  memory  of  their  recent  experi- 
ence and  as  most  of  their  rifles  were  useless,  entering  the  field 
with  Company  G  deployed  as  skirmishers.  They  had  already  capt- 
ured some  prisoners  and  were  exchanging  shots  with  the  enemy's 
pickets  hidden  in  the  corn,  when  Kearny,  chafing  at  the  slowness 
of  the  movement,  rode  in  front  of  the  line  and  was  at  once  shot 
down.  Next  moment  the  two  lines  of  battle  confronted  each 
other,  only  a  few  yards  apart,  and  the  Twenty-first  delivered  the 
first  fire ;  but  it  was  instantly  returned  and  followed  by  a  charge  of 
the  Confederates  and  hand  to  hand  fighting,  both  sides  losing 
heavily  and  presently  as  by  mutual  consent  separating  and  retiring 
to  their  respective  sides  of  the  field.  Federal  reinforcements  had 
now  come  up,  but  the  attempt  of  Jackson  was  foiled  and  neither 
side  cared  to  renew  the  contest — the  shattered  remnant  of  the  regi- 
ment lay  in  the  mud  through  the  night  and  next  day  withdrew 
within  the  Alexandria  fortifications. 

Its  loss  had  been  very  heavy.  Of  the  field  and  staff,  Colonel 
Clark  was  left  almost  alone.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rice  was  killed 
in  the  first  encounter  in  the  forest ;  Major  Hawkes  and  Adjutant 
Willard  had  been  captured  while  reconnoitering  in  the  corn-field ; 
Assistant  Surgeon  Joseph  W.  Hastings  and  Chaplain  Ball  had  re- 
mained to  care  for  the  wounded  in  a  temporary  hospital  on  the 
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battle-field  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Of  the  line 
officers,  Captains  Frazer  and  Kelton,  First  Lieutenants  Henry  A. 
Beckwith  of  Fitchbufg  and  Frederic  A.  Beinis  of  Spencer  and 
Second  Lieutenant  William  B.  Hill  of  Gardner  were  killed  or  mor- 
tally wounded ;  First  Lieutenant  William  II.  Clark  ( severely 
wounded)  and  Second  Lieutenant  George  C.  Parker  were  prisoners. 
The  total  killed  and  mortally  wounded  reached  38,  76  were  wounded 
and  mostly  left  on  the  field,  and  26  unwounded  had  been  made 
prisoners,  out  of  400  taken  into  action.  Besides  these  many  had 
become  separated  from  the  regiment  who  rejoined  it  soon  after. 

A  general  reorganization  now  took  place.  The  Army  of  Virginia 
— Pope's  command — was  merged  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
under  General  McClellan ;  the  Ninth  Corps  was  made  to  consist  of 
four  divisions,  General  Reno  commanding  the  corps,  which  with  the 
First,  General  Hooker,  formed  the  right  wing  of  the  army  under 
General  Burnside.  The  Twenty -first  Regiment  at  this  time  re- 
ceived 45  recruits,  and  Ferrero's  Brigade  was  strengthened  by  the 
addition  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Massachusetts,  which  joined  it  on  the 
northward  march — the  brigade  number  remaining  the  same.  Gen- 
eral Sturgis  commanding  the  division.  The  regiment  changed  its 
camp  on  the  night  of  September  4  to  the  northern  borders  of 
Washington ;  the  march  into  Maryland  began  on  the  7th,  and 
Frederick  was  passed  through  on  the  13th. 

In  the  battle  of  South  Mountain  on  the  14th  the  Twenty-first  did 
not  have  an  important  part.  They  were  ordered  up  the  mountain 
about  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  taking  position  in  an  open  space  just 
below  the  summit,  forming  a  second  line  in  support  of  the  two  Fifty- 
firsts  later  in  the  afternoon  while  the  Thirty-fifth  was  ordered  into 
the  woods  in  front.  The  latter  found  no  foe,  but  soon  after  their 
return  a  musket  fire  was  delivered  from  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
mortally  wounding  General  Reno.  Some  of  Longstreet's  troops  had 
come  up  to  try  to  retake  the  position  from  which  their  fellows  had 
been  driven  earlier  in  the  day,  but  their  efforts  were  vain,  and  the 
Twenty-first,  in  the  supporting  line,  were  not  called  upon  to  fire  a 
shot,  and  lost  but  five  men  wounded.  Next  day  Captain  Hovey  with 
two  companies  was  sent  back  to  Frederick  in  charge  of  some  prison- 
ers, and  the  eight  remaining  companies,  numbering  about  150  men, 
marched  in  the  afternoon  to  the  vicinity  of  Antietam  Creek,  where 
the  armies  under  Lee  and  McClellan  were  gathering  for  battle. 
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The  Ninth  Corps  moved  to  the  left  during  the  16th,  and  that  night 
the  regiment  bivouacked  in  view  of  the  hostile  batteries  across 
the  creek.  The  next  forenoon  it  supported  Durell's  Battery  while 
attempts  were  made  to  cross  the  creek  by  what  was  subsequently 
known  as  "  Burnside's  Bridge,"  and  later  in  the  day  its  brigade  was 
ordered  to  make  the  crossing.  The  Twenty-first  at  once  took  position 
near  the  margin  of  the  creek  and  with  the  Fifty-firsts  and  the  artil- 
lery opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  Confederates  opposite.  A  dash 
was  then  made  for  the  bridge  by  the  Pennsylvanians  and  New  York- 
ers ;  the  Thirty-fifth  and  Twenty-first  followed  and  took  position  in 
a  ravine  on  the  right  of  the  road  after  crossing.  Later  in  the  after- 
noon, as  the  Union  lines  were  forced  back,  the  brigade  was  ordered 
to  an  eminence  to  the  left  of  Sharpsburg,  as  a  check  to  the  Con- 
federates. The  Twenty-first  were  very  short  of  ammunition,  but 
with  the  last  cartridges  in  their  guns  held  the  position  till  after 
dark,  when  a  hostile  volley  from  the  right  flank  warned  them  that 
it  was  time  to  retire,  which  they  did  without  further  loss,  halting  on 
the  hights  in  front  of  the  bridge,  where  they  received  food  and  am- 
munition. Lying  there  through  the  night,  the  regiment  was  next 
day  sent  to  the  left  as  an  outpost  and  took  a  position  running  from 
the  creek  to  the  first  hill ;  but  the  fight  was  not  renewed  that  day 
.and  at  night  the  command  was  relieved,  retiring  across  the  stream. 

Next  morning  the  bridge  was  again  crossed  and  the  brigade  ad- 
vanced over  the  field  from  which  the  enemy  had  retreated,  finally 
going  into  bivouac  with  the  rest  of  the  division  near  the  confluence 
of  Antietam  Creek  and  the  Potomac.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  in 
the  battle  had  been  ten  killed,  including  Second  Lieutenant  Henry 
C.  Holbrook  of  Barrc,  and  35  wounded.  The  camp  at  the  mouth 
of  the  creek  was  occupied  till  the  27th  of  October,  during  which  time 
many  convalescents  returned  to  duty,  but  the  gain  was  largely  offset 
by  the  transfer  of  59  members  to  the  regular  artillery  and  cavalry. 

On  the  date  named  the  Ninth  Corps,  General  Willcox  command- 
ing, broke  camp,  crossed  the  Potomac  on  pontons  at  Berlin  and  be- 
gan to  move  leisurely  southward,  feeling  the  way  from  gap  to  gap 
in  the  Blue  Ridge  till  the  snow-storm  of  the  6th  of  November  found 
the  brigade  (to  which  the  Eleventh  New  Hampshire  had  been  added) 
at  the  little  village  of  Orleans.  The  following  day  the  brigade 
marched  in  the  afternoon,  took  the  wrong  road,  and  during  the  night 
found  itself  on  the  shore  of  the  unbridged  North  Fork  of  the  Rap- 
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pahannock.  The  stream  was  crossed  the  next  day  and  the  brigade 
was  posted  at  Jefferson,  some  miles  beyond,  where  it  remained  till 
early  morning  of  the  12th  when  it  was  withdrawn  across  the  river, 
leaving  only  the  outposts  on  the  south  side.  On  the  15th  the  divis- 
ion began  to  move  down  the  river,  and  the  enemy  shelling  the 
trains  as  they  came  in  sight  caused  an  artillery  duel  across  the 
river,  which  the  brigade  was  called  back  to  support,  but  the  affair 
ended  in 'artillery  fire.  On  the  l!Uh  the  regiment  passed  through 
Falmouth  and  went  into  camp  on  the  river  bank  below,  opposite  the 
lower  part  of  Fredericksburg. 

It  was  relieved  from  duty  on  the  river  November  29,  and  rejoined 
the  brigade  some  distance  in  the  rear.  At  night  of  the  10th  of 
December  a  hundred  men  from  the  regiment  were  detailed  to  assist 
in  building  the  bridges  and  making  corduroy  roads  the  following 
morning,  and  at  an  early  hour  the  rest  of  the  command  turned  out 
and  marched  to  the  fields  about  the  Phillips  house  where  General 
Burnside  had  his  head-quarters.  In  the  afternoon  General  Ferrcro 
obtained  permission  to  force  the  crossing  of  the  river  in  ponton 
boats  and  drive  out  the  rebel  sharp-shooters  who  were  opposing  the 
laying  of  the  bridges.  He  galloped  at  once  to  the  brigade,  and  the 
Twenty-first  and  the  Fifty-first  New  York  started  on  the  double- 
quick  for  the  scene,  but  before  it  could  be  reached  the  work  had  been 
done  and  the  two  regiments  returned.  Next  morning  the  regiment, 
with  UK)  muskets,  crossed  the  bridge  at  the  city,  lving  all  dav  in 
line  along  the  river  bank. 

At  10  o'clock  of  the  13th  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  support  a 
line  of  skirmishers  in  rear  of  the  town,  whence  about  noon  the 
regiment  with  others  was  moved  out  into  the  fields  and  charged  the 
hostile  works  under  a  severe  fire.  Both  color-bearers  were  soon 
shot  down,  but  the  flags  were  up  again  in  a  moment.  Sergeant 
Plunkett  raised  the  national  standard  only  to  have  both  arms  shot 
away  and  his  chest  badly  wounded  by  a  bursting  shell.  Half  a  mile 
out  from  the  city,  having  lost  a  third  of  their  number,  the  Twenty- 
fust  halted  and  lying  down  behind  a  partial  cover  of  rising  ground 
fired  their  first  shots.  This  position  was  retained  till  after  dark, 
when  the  brigade  was  relieved  and  returned  to  the  city,  having  long 
before  entirely  exhausted  its  ammunition.  After  a  respite  of  24 
hours  the  regiment  was  again  ordered  forward  to  the  same  point, 
establishing  the  line  and  throwing  up  a  very  trifling  earthwork  with 
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bayonets,  cups  and  a  single  spade.  Behind  this  it  remained  all  day 
of  the  15th  and  at  night  the  final  withdrawal  was  made,  the  Union 
army  returning  to  the  north  side  of  the  river.  The  regiment  had 
lost  in  the  battle  GO  enlisted  men,  of  whom  13  were  killed  or  fatally 
hurt  and  one  was  taken  prisoner. 

It  remained  in  camp  near  Falmouth  till  the  ftth  of  February,  1863, 
when  as  a  part  of  the  Ninth  Corps  it  went  to  Acquia  ('reek  by  rail- 
road and  took  passage  on  the  steamboat  Louisiana  for  Newport 
News,  where  it  encamped  on  the  11th,  the  corps  being  commanded 
by  General  \V.  F.  Smith  till  the  21st  of  March,  when  lie  was 
succeeded  by  General  John  G.  Parke.  The  regiment  took  the 
steamer  Kennebec  for  Baltimore  on  the  26th,  taking  cars  thence  by 
way  of  Pittsburg  and  Columbus  to  Cincinnati,  where  with  the  two 
Fifty-firsts  it  was  welcomed  by  General  Bumside,  then  commading 
the  Department  of  the  Ohio.  Crossing  the  Ohio  river  into  Coving- 
tun,  Ky.,  the  regiment  took  cars  again  and  went  to  Paris,  which  was 
reached  on  the  1st  of  April.  Stopping  there  two  days,  the  brigade 
marched  to  Mount  Sterling,  22  miles  distant,  and  went  into  camp. 

That  region  had.  been  a  favorite  resort  of  guerrillas,  and  a  few 
brushes  occurred  after  the  advent  of  the  brigade,  but  thev  soon 
ceased,  and  on  the  17th  the  rest  of  the  brigade  was  withdrawn,  leav- 
ing the  Twenty -first  and  some  Kentucky  cavalry  as  the  garrison  of 
the  town,  the  regiment  being  quartered  in  the  court-house  and  by 
its  fidelity  and  good  conduct  winning  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
the  people.  Near  the  close  of  April  several  of  the  officers,  includ- 
ing Colonel  Clark,  Captains  Walcott  and  Harlow,  resigned  on  ac- 
count of  the  refusal  of  the  authorities  to  fill  the  depleted  ranks  of 
the  command.  Chaplain  Ball  had  resigned  shortly  before  the  battle 
of  Fredericksburg.  The  command  of  the  regiment  devolved  on 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Hawkes,  promoted  from  major  to  date  from  De- 
cember 18,  1862. 

Karly  in  July  General  John  II.  Morgan  began  his  famous  raid 
through  Kentucky  and  across  the  Ohio  into  the  free  states,  and  on 
the  6th  the  Twenty-first  made  a  forced  march  from  Mount  Sterling 
to  Lexington,  which  was  threatened  by  the  raiders,  but  the  city  was 
not  molested.  The  command  encamped  in  the  vicinity  till  the  12th 
of  August,  when  it  took  cars  to  Nicholasvillc  and  inarched  thence 
to  Camp  Nelson,  a  supply  depot  on  the  Kentucky  river.  There  the 
reiriment  remained  for  a  month,  during  which  it  was  made  part  of 
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the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Ninth  Corps,  the  other  regi- 
ments being  the  Forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  and  Second  Maryland, 
the  brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Sigfried  of  the  Forty-eighth. 
During  the  summer  the  rest  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  with  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  regiments,  had  been  sent  to  the  assistance  of  Grant 
at  Vicksburg,  but  now  that  they  had  returned  General  Burnsidc  re- 
vived his  deferred  project  of  freeing  Eastern  Tennessee  from  Con- 
federate domination,  and  on  the  12th  of  September  the  Twenty-first 
started  on  the  march  toward  Knoxville,  Captain  Charles  W.  Davis 
in  command.  Camp  was  reached  near  the  city  on  the  28th,  the  regi- 
ment having  traveled  more  than  200  miles  over  very  difficult  roads. 

It  went  by  cars  on  the  4th  of  October  to  Bull's  Gap,  50  miles 
eastward,  the  division  marching  out  some  four  miles  next  day  and 
halting  for  reinforcements  to  come  up,  the  movement  being  to  meet 
a  hostile  force  said  to  be  coming  that  way  from  Virginia.  General 
Burnside  advanced  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  and  at  Blue  Springs, 
five  miles  on,  skirmishing  began,  the  enemy  retiring  to  a  belt  of 
woods.  Late  in  the  afternoon  the  First  Division,  under  General 
Ferrero,  made  a  successful  charge,  driving  the  Confederates  to  their 
field  works  and  fighting  till  dark.  The  Twenty-first  supported  the 
Second  Maryland  Battery  and  suffered  no  casualties.  In  the  morn- 
ing the  enemy  was  found  to  have  retreated  and  was  pursued  to  Rhea- 
town.  The  return  march  began  the  13th,  cars  were  taken  at  Mor- 
ristown  on  the  15th,  and  that  evening  Knoxville  was  reached. 

News  of  the  approach  of  Longstreet  from  Chattanooga  was  re- 
ceived on  the  22d  of  October,  and  the  regiment  at  once  went  by 
rail  to  Loudon,  30  miles  southwest,  remaining  there  till  the  20th, 
when  a  retrograde  movement  was  made  to  Lenoir's  Station,  seven 
miles  nearer  Knoxville.  There  the  Twenty -first  remained  till 
November  14,  then  marched  out  a  short  distance  and  formed  line 
of  battle  to  await  the  coming  of  Longstreet's  20,000.  Late  in 
the  night,  the  Second  Division,  Colonel  Hartranft  in  command, 
marched  to  near  Loudon  and  relieved  the  First  Division,  the 
Twenty-first  going  at  once  on  the  skirmish  line  and  exchanging 
shots  at  long  range  with  the  enemy.  Longstreet's  command  had 
crossed  the  river  below  and  was  working  its  way  around  the  Union 
right  flank,  hoping  to  cut  off  the  Federal  force  from  Knoxville, 
and  in  the  afternoon  the  regiment  began  to  fall  back,  reaching 
Campbell's  Station  at  daylight,  after  a  severe  night's  march  over 
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the  difficult  and  muddy  roads.  Stopping  briefly  for  breakfast,  it 
again  deployed  on  the  Kingston  road,  and  was  just  in  time  to  meet 
the  Confederate  advance.  Colonel  Hartranft  gallantly  held  the 
enemy  at  bay  till  the  wagons  were  well  on  the  way  to  Knoxville 
and  the  rest  of  the  Union  army  had  taken  up  a  strong  position  a 
half-mile  in  the  rear.  Then  retiring  his  command  regiment  by 
regiment  and  taking  position  on  the  Union  left,  the  able  com- 
mander assisted  in  repulsing  two  severe  attacks  with  comparatively 
slight  loss  to  the  defenders,  —  the  Twenty -first  having  but  two 
slightly  wounded.  That  night  Burnsidc  retired  his  forces  to  the 
defensive  position  in  front  of  Knoxville  which  had  been  selected 
for  receiving  the  threatened  siege,  making  the  third  consecutive 
bard  nisrht's  march  for  the  regiment. 

The  Second  Division  occupied  a  position  to  the  north  of  the  city, 
and  as  the  besiegers  appeared  before  the  close  of  tho  day  the 
Twenty-first  worked  nearly  all  night  in  constructing  and  strength- 
ening the  defenses,  Longstrccfs  operations  beginning  in  earnest 
the  following  day.  The  regiment  was  not  often  seriously  engaged 
during  the  siege,  though  much  of  its  time  was  passed  on  the  skir- 
mish line  and  under  fire.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Hawkes  with  the  Twenty-first  under  Major  Richardson  and 
the  Forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  was  directed  to  drive  out  the  Pal- 
metto  Sharpshooters,  a  South  Carolina  regiment  which  had  capt- 
ured a  part  of  the  Union  picket  line  the  night  before,  and  tho 
order  was  at  once  executed  with  marked  success,  the  regiment  los- 
ing ten  men  in  the  charge.  Its  loss  during  the  siege  was  four  killed 
and  11  wounded. 

General  Sherman  with  a  relieving  force  having  reached  Loudon, 
the  siege  was  abandoned  on  the  4th  of  December,  and  the  follow- 
ing morning  the  Twenty-first  with  its  brigade  made  a  reconnais- 
sance for  ten  miles  without  encountering  the  foe.  A  part  of  Burn- 
side's  force  followed  Longstreet  to  Rutledge,  30  miles  to  the  north- 
east, but  anticipating  an  attack  fell  back  on  the  15th  and  ltlth  some 
12  miles.  While  in  camp  there,  on  the  24th  the  subject  of  re- 
enlisting  for  three  years  was  broached  in  the  camp  of  the  Twenty- 
first,  and  met  with  much  favor,  notwithstanding  what  had  already 
been  suffered.  On  the  27th  two-thirds  of  the  regiment  had  been 
enrolled  for  the  additional  term,  thus  being  the  first  regiment  in 
the  Ninth  Corps  to  win  the  proffered  furlough  of  30  days.    The  251 
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who  had  re-enlisted  started  on  the  7th  of  January,  1864,  for  Camp 
Nelson,  Ky.,  in  charge  of  200  Confederate  prisoners  of  war,  leaving 
the  80  members  not  entitled  to  furlough  temporarily  attached  to 
the  Thirty-fifth  Massachusetts.  The  march  was  very  trying,  the 
weather  being  cold  and  stormy,  the  roads  rough  and  poor  and  the 
shoes  and  clothing  of  the  men  badly  dilapidated.  Wagons  wore 
met  «>n  the  10th,  two  days' full  rations  of  sugar,  coffee  and  hard 
bread  were  drawn, — the  first  time  in  four  months  that  more  than 
half-rations  had  been  obtained,- — and  with  light  hearts  the  command 
trudged  on,  reaching  Camp  Nelson  at  night  of  the  18th.  They  were 
taken  by  wagons  to  Nicholasvillo  on  the  20th  and  thence  by  ears  to 
Covington,  where  they  went  into  barracks  till  the  necessary  papers 
could  be  made  out  and  the  men  paid.  Starting  for  Massachusetts 
on  the  20th,  the  regiment  reached  Worcester  on  the  evening  of  the 
31st,  received  a  cordial  reception  on  the  1st  of  February,  and  the 
members  dispersed  to  their  homes. 

On  the  18th  of  March  tho  regiment  left  Worcester  on  its  return, 
being  ordered  to  Annapolis,  where  the  Ninth  Corps  v.- a*  bein*  re- 
organized. The  Twenty-first  formed  part  of  tho  Second  Brigade, 
First  Division,  the  other  regiments  of  which  were  tho  One  Hundredth 
Pennsylvania  and  Third  Maryland,  Colonel  Leasuro  of  tho  One 
Hundredth  commanding.  General  Burnsido  commanded  the  corps 
and  General  Thomas  G.  Stevenson  tho  division. 

The  corps  left  Annapolis  the  2-»d  of  April,  marched  through 
Washington  on  the  25th,  across  Long  Bridge,  and  encamped  near 
Alexandria;  but  again  set  forth  on  the  27th,  going  by  way  of  Fair- 
fax Court  House  and  Bristoe's  Station  to  Bealton.  There  it  halted 
on  the  oOth,  and  remained  till  tho  4th  of  May,  when  it  marched  to 
Brandy  Station,  crossed  the  llapidanat  Gcrmauia  Fo  -J  on  the  even- 
ing of  tho  f>th,  and  at  8  o'clock  next  morning  tho  division  reported 
to  General  Hancock  on  tho  Wilderness  battle-field,  Leasu re's  Bri- 
gade being  placed  at  the  left  of  his  line.  Toward  the  clos9  of  the 
forenoon  Longstreet's  corps  came  upon  the  field  and  falling  upon 
tho  right  of  the  Second  Corps  and  the  troops  acting  with  it  under 
command  of  General  Hancock,  recovered  from  them  all  tho  ground 
won  by  the  Union  troops  earlier  in  the  day  by  hard  fighting.  Long- 
street,  while  arranging  his  forces  for  a  yet  more  desperate  blow  was 
badly  wounded  by  the  firing  of  his  own  men  and  his  plan  was  aban- 
doned.   In  the  pause  which  ensued  Hancock  ordered  Leasure's  Bri- 
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gade  to  charge  across  in  front  of  the  Union  position,  from  left  to 
right,  which  it  did  without  serious  opposition,  such  of  the  enemy 
as  were  encountered  giving  way  before  the  steady  sweep  of  the  line. 
Position  was  then  taken  near  the  First  Brigade  at  Hancock's 
right.  The  loss  of  the  Twenty-first  was  ten  wounded  (three  mor- 
tal     and  eight  missimr. 

On  the  9th  of  May  the  First  Division  joined  the  Third  in  Front 
of  Spottsylvania  Court  House  where  the  latter  hud  seized  the  bridge 
over  the  Ny  at  the  crossing  of  the  Fredericksburg  turnpike,  and  on 
the  10th,  12th  and  18th  the  Twenty-first  had  part  in  the  unsuccess- 
ful assaults  which  were  made  upon  the  lines  of  the  enemy  in  their 
front,  losing  on  the  three  occasions  five  killed.  32  wounded  and  two 
taken  prisoners.  The  corps  moved  to  the  left  of  1  lie  Union  lines 
on  the  liM.li,  searching  for  a  weak  spot  in  the  Confederate  intrench- 
ments,  but  none  heing  found  the  move  toward  the  North  Anna  be- 
gan on  the  21st.  The  regiment  with  the  rest  of  the  Ninth  Corps 
maneuvered  in  the  vicinity  of  the  North  Anna  for  two  or  three  days, 
but  was  not  actively  engaged  ;  being  selected  to  guard  the  ford  after 
the  withdrawal  of  the  rest  of  the  army,  it  remained  on  that  duty 
till  near  noon  of  the  27th,  when  it  rapidly  followed  its  retreating 
fellows.  The  Pamunkey  was  crossed  at  Hanover  Town  on  the 
29th  ;  on  the  30th  the  regiment  crossed  Totopotomy  Creek  and  in- 
trenched on  the  Shady  Grove  Road,  where  in  skirmishes  on  the  two 
following  days  it  had  three  killed  and  as  many  wounded. 

One  of  its  most  trying  engagements  occurred  on  the  2d  of  June, 
when  the  Ninth  Corps,  forming  the  extreme  right  of  the  Union 
army,  was  ordered  to  close  down  to  the  left  to  consolidate  the  line. 
As  the  movement  was  being  executed,  the  Twenty-first  covering  the 
rear,  a  sharp  attack  was  delivered,  of  which  the  regiment  bore  the 
brunt,  fighting  valiantly  and  holding  the  enemy  in  check  till  the 
Fifth  and  Ninth  Corps  could  be  formed  to  repel  the  attack.  In  this 
contest,  sometimes  called  the  battle  of  ttethesda  Church,  the  Twenty- 
first  lost  13  killed,  21  wounded,  most  of  whom  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  and  13  unwounded  taken  prisoners.  In  the  subse- 
quent fighting  about  Cold  Harbor  the  regiment  was  not  engaged. 
During  the  stay  there  General  Crittenden — who  had  succeeded  Gen- 
eral Stevenson,  killed  at  Spottsylvania — was  relieved  of  the  com- 
mand of  the  division  and  succeeded  by  General  J.  H.  Ledlie. 

Crossing  the  James  river  at  midnight  of  the  loth  of  June,  the 
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regiment  made  a  forced  march  of  30  miles  to  Petersburg,  which 
was  reached  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  16th,  just  in  time  to  take 
part  in  an  assault  on  the  Confederate  works  in  front  of  Cemetery 
Hill,  in  which  Burnside's  command  drove  the  enemy  from  their  rifle 
pits  to  stronger  works  in  the  rear.  The  loss  of  the  Twenty -first 
was  two  killed  and  two  wounded, — all  by  a  single  solid  shot.  Each 
of  the  three  white  divisions  of  the  Ninth  Corps  assaulted  the  hostile 
works  the  following  day,  the  Second  in  the  morning  and  the  Third 
at  noon,  both  being  repulsed,  and  at  evening  the  First  Division  ad- 
vanced over  the  same  ground  and  mado  a  lodgment,  holding  on  till 
after  dark,  when,  their  ammunition  being  exhausted,  a  charge  of  the 
Confederates  drove  out  the  line.  That  day's  loss  of  the  Twenty- 
first  was  four  killed,  25  wounded  and  two  captured— -among  the 
dead  being  Captain  Charles  Goss  of  Sterling. 

From  this  time  till  the  close  of  July  what  were  left  of  the  command 
passed  their  time  in  the  trenches,  three  days  in  the  front  line  and 
three  in  the  second  alternately ,  there  being  not  much  difference  in  the 
degree  of  exposure,  the  second  lino  being  only  200  yards  from  the 
enemy  and  sharp-shooters  keeping  constantly  on  the  alert.  During 
this  time  the  regiment,  which  on  the  20th  of  June  numbered  but  110 
muskets,  lost  three  killed  and  11  wounded.  At  the  battle  of  the 
Crater,  on  the  30th  of  July,  it  was  in  the  third  or  fourth  line  of  the 
division,  and  after  the  leading  regiments  had  crowded  into  and 
about  the  Crater,  worked  its  way  to  the  front ;  but  it  was  then  too 
late  to  accomplish  anything,  and  it  finally  fell  back  to  the  original 
lines,  having  suffered  a  loss  of  24,  of  whom  seven  were  killed  or 
mortally  wounded  and  three  unwounded  taken  prisoners.  Among 
the  mortally  wounded  was  Captain  William  H.  Clark  of  Pittsfield 
commanding  the  regiment, — Lieutenant  Colonel  Hawkes  having 
previously  resigned  on  account  of  failing  health.  Following  the 
battle,  dutv  in  the  trenches  went  on  as  before. 

General  Burnside  resigned  the  command  of  the  corps  August  13, 
being  succeeded  by  General  Parke.  Directly  after  the  affair  at  the 
Crater,  General  Ledlie  was  succeeded  by  General  Julius  White  in 
the  command  of  the  First  Division.  On  the  18th  most  of  the  officers 
and  the  men  whose  enlistment  had  expired  left  for  Massachusetts, 
where  thev  were  mustered  out  at  Worcester  on  the  30th.  The  re- 
enlisted  men  and  recruits,  numbering  about  75  muskets  present  for 
duty,  were  organized  into  a  battalion  of  three  companies,  known  as 
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H,  I  and  K.  Six  commissioned  officers  remained  with  the*  battal- 
ion— Captains  Charles  W.  Davis,  Orange  S.  Sampson  and  Edward 
E.  Howe,  and  First  Lieutenants  Jonas  R.  Davis,  Felix  McDermott 
and  William  H.  Sawyer.  The  detachment  was  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Sampson,  Captain  Davis  being  on  detached  duty. 

On  the  day  following  this  arrangement  the  battalion  took  part  in 
the  battle  on  the  Weldon  railroad,  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 
of  which  it  now  formed  a  part,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Barnes  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts,  arriving  on  the 
field  just  in  time  to  turn  the  tide  of  battle  against  the  almost  vic- 
torious Confederates.  The  loss  of  the  Twenty-first  in  the  fight  was 
three  killed  and  four  wounded.  The  Ninth  Corps  was  now  put  in 
position  on  the  right  of  the  Fifth  to  hold  the  ground  which  had 
been  gained,  and  while  there  a  few  recruits  came  to  the  battalion ; 
but  on  the  27th  the  First  Division  moved  back  to  the  right  and  re- 
lieved the  Fourth  (colored)  Division  in  the  works  nearer  the  city. 
On  the  2d  of  September  the  division  having  become  reduced  to  a 
skeleton  was  broken  up  and  distributed  among  the  other  two  white 
divisions,  the  old  Third  becoming  the  First  and  the  Twenty-first 
forming  part  of  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  General  Potter 
commanding  the  division  and  Colonel  Curt  in  of  the  Forty -fifth 
Pennsylvania  the  brigade. 

Another  movement  to  the  left  began  on  the  25th  of  September, 
and  at  the  battle  of  Peebles  Farm  or  Poplar  Springs  Church  on  the 
30th  the  battalion  took  part  in  its  last  engagement  as  a  distinct 
organization.  Taking  into  that  fight — in  which  General  Potter's 
division  was  flanked  and  almost  surrounded — some  75  muskets, 
it  suffered  a  loss  of  four  killed,  ten  wounded  and  11  unwounded 
captured.  Among  the  killed  was  Captain  Orange  S.  Sampson  of 
Iluntington,  its  brave  commander. 

Late  in  October  the  three  companies  of  the  Twenty-first  were  at- 
tached to  the  Thirty-sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  which  had  been 
consolidated  to  seven  companies,  nnd  the  subsequent  fortunes  of 
the  heroic  band  form  a  part  of  the  history  of  that  organization. 
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THE  Twenty-second  Regiment  was  raised  and  first  commanded 
by  Hon.  Henry  Wilson,  then  United  States  Senator  from 
Massachusetts.  In  his  anxiety  that  his  state  should  maintain 
a  high  rank  in  every  respect,  and  feeling  that  the  matter  of  enlist- 
ments was  lagging  somewhat,  he  returned  to  Massachusetts  after 
the  close  of  the  special  session  of  Congress  and  gave  his  energies 
to  the  work  of  raising  troops.  The  prestige  of  his  name  was  mag- 
ical, and  in  a  short  time  not  less  than  twenty  new  companies  were 
in  process  of  formation.  The  wish  of  the  national  government  to 
have  all  the  troops  possible  sent  forward  decided  the  state  authori- 
ties to  form  a  regiment  of  the  ten  companies  most  complete,  leav- 
ing the  other  detachments  to  be  filled  for  the  formation  of  the  next 
regiment.  On  the  2d  of  Sept  ember,  1801,  Colonel  Wilson  received 
his  commission  and  the  first  of  the  companies  went  into  camp  at 
Lynn  field,  others  following  from  day  to  day  till  the  organization 
was  complete.  Company  F  was  mustered  on  the  10th  of  August, 
and  the  others  at  various  times  during  September  ;  the  line  officers 
followed  on  the  1st  of  October,  the  complete  roster  being : — 

Colonel^  Henry  Wilson  of  Natick;  lieutenant  colonel,  Charles  E. 
Griswold  ;  major,  William  8.  Tilton,  both  of  Boston;  surgeon,  Edward 
L.  Warren  of  Weymouth;  assistant  surgeon,  James  P.  Prince  of  Lynn: 
chaplain,  John  Pierpont  of  Medford;  adjutant,  Thomas  Sherwin.  Jr., 
of  Dedhain;  quartermaster,  James  G.  Fuller  of  Charlestown;  sergeant 
major,  Frederick  L.  Benson  of  Newton ;  quartermaster  sergeant. 
Daniel  F.  Brown  of  Cambridge;  commissary  sergeaut,  Ephraim  llack- 
ett  of  Woburn;  hospital  steward,  George  T.  Perkins  of  Boston;  leader 
of  band,  Salem  T.  Weld  of  Westboro. 

Company  A,  Washington  Light  Guard — Captain,  Walter  S.  Samp- 
son; first  lieutenant,  Charles  0.  Conant,  both  of  Boston;  second  lieu- 
tenant, Henry  Clay  Conner  of-  Lynn. 

Company  B,  Jackson  Kifles — Captain,  David  K.  Ward  well  of  Bos- 
ton; first  lieutenant,  Frederick  K.  Field  of  Northfield;  second  lieu- 
tenant, William  D.  Morris  of  Boston. 
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Company  C,  Gordon  Guards  of  Taunton — Captain,  Mason  W.  Burt; 
first  lieutenant,  George  A.  Washburn;  second  lieutenant,  Enos  P.Hale. 

Company  D,  Everett  Guard  of  Boston — Captain,  John  F.  Dunning; 
first  lieutenant,  William  H.  White  ;  second  lieutenant,  John  H. 
Symonds. 

Company  E,  Brewer  Guard  of  Roxbury — Captain,  William  L.  Cogs- 
well; first  lieutenant,  Nelson  A.  Miles;  second  lieutenant,  Henry  L. 
Orrok. 

Company  F,  Union  Guards — Captain,  Samuel  I.  Thompson;  first 
lieutenant,  John  P.  Crane,  both  of  Woburn;  second  lieutenant,  Walter 
S.  Davis  of  Milton. 

Company  G,  Wellington  Guards — Captain,  John  B.  W'horf;  first 
lieutenant,  Edwin  F.  Richardson,  both  of  Camhridgeport;  second  lieu- 
tenant, Gordon  McKay  of  Melrose. 

Company  U.  Haverhill— Captain,  John  J.  Thompson;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Thomas  F.  Salter;  second  lieutenant,  Alonzo  M.  Shute. 

Company  1,  Boston— Captain,  Charles  J.  Paine:  first  lieutenant, 
George  A.  Batchelder;  second  lieutenant,  Horace  S.  Dunn. 

Company  K — Captain,  Horace  P.  Williams  of  Brookline;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Joseph  Nason  of  Boston:  second  lieutenant,  James  P.  Stearns 

of  Brookline. 
• 

Especial  pride  was  naturally  taken  in  the  equipment  and  arm- 
ing of  this  regiment,  which  was  furnished  with  the  Enfield  rille,and 
its  progress  from  Massachusetts  to  Washington,  which  began  on  t he 
8th  of  October,  was  a  series  of  ovations,  largely  on  account  of  its 
distinguished  commander.  Washington  was  reached  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  11th,  and  after  a  day  or  two  passed  in  the  city  the  regi- 
ment crossed  the  Potomac  to  the  vicinity  of  Hall's  Hill,  where  it 
went  into  camp,  being  added  to  Martindalc's  Brigade  of  Fitz  John 
Porter's  Division,  the  older  regiments  of  which  were  the  Eighteenth 
Massachusetts,  Second  Maine,  Thirteenth  and  Forty-first  New  York. 
Colonel  Wilson  resigned  on  the  28th  of  October  and  Captain  Jesse 
A.  Gove  of  the  Tenth  United  States  Infantry,  a  resident  of  Con- 
cord, N.  II.,  and  a  very  efficient  officer,  was  made  colonel.  The 
winter  was  given  to  drill  and  discipline,  in  which  the  regiment  won 
high  commendation. 

Only  one  change  occurred  in  the  make-up  of  Martindalc's  Brigade 
durintr  the  winter — the  Twentv-fifth  New  York  Reiriment  takinir 
the  place  of  the  Forty-first  New  York,  and  it  started  on  its  first 
campaign  on  the  10th  of  March,  1862,  as  the  First  Brigade  of  Por- 
ters Division,  Third  Corps.  The  brigade  advanced  as  far  as  Fair- 
fax Court  House,  halted  there  and  bivouacked  in  the  open  field  with- 
out tents  until  the  15th,  much  of  the  time  in  a  driving  rain  storm, 
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which  still  continued  when  the  command  set  out  for  Alexandria. 
A  stop  of  five  days  was  made  in  that  place,  when  the  division  em- 
harked  on  transports,  the  Twenty -second  on  board  the  Daniel 
Webster,  which  anchored  at  Fortress  Monroe  two  days  later;  the 
regiment  disembarked  the  next  day,  and  passing  through  Hamp- 
ton, went  into  camp  on  the  Newmarket  road,  where  it  remained 
until  the  4th  of  April. 

The  advance  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  toward  York  town  be- 
gan that  morning,  and  that  night  the  Twenty-second  Regiment 
halted  near  Howard's  Creek,  continuing  the  march  next  morning 
and  about  noon  coming  under  fire  from  the  Confederate  fortifica- 
tions. During  the  remainder  of  the  day  the  command  moved  to 
various  points  in  the  vicinity  of  Warwick  Road,  two  companies 
being  on  the  skirmish  line  and  Colonel  Gove  with  another  company 
making  a  reconnaissance  close  up  to  the  Confederate  works.  Dur- 
ing these  movements  the  regiment  was  frequently  exposed  to  severe 
fire  but  lost  only  nine  wounded,  one  fatally.  Next  dav  it  went  into 
temporary  camp  where  it  remained  during  the  heavy  storm  of  three 
days  which  followed,  afterward  arranging  more  permanent  quarters 
on  Wormsley's  Creek,  the  entire  camp  of  the  army  being  known  as 
Camp  Winfield  Scott.  The  experience  of  the  Twenty-second  dur- 
ing the  four  weeks  of  siege  was  similar  to  that  of  other  commands — 
picket  and  skirmish  duty,  the  building  of  roads  and  fortifications. 

The  regiment  was  on  its  way  to  relieve  the  picket  line  early  on 
the  morning  of  May  4,  when  report  was  received  of  the  evacuation 
of  Yorktown.  As  soon  as  the  pickets  were  posted  Colonel  Gove 
with  two  companies  and  a  few  officers  advanced  upon  the  hostile 
works  to  investigate.  The  report  proved  true,  and  Colonel  Gove 
was  the  first  Union  soldier  to  scale  the  abandoned  works.  He  at 
once  sent  back  for  his  regimental  flag,  which  was  planted  on  the 
parapet,  and  the  storm  flag  of  the  Twenty-second  was  quickly  pro- 
cured and  raised  on  the  rebel  flag-staff.  As  the  command  advanced 
toward  the  town  one  of  the  shells  which  had  been  buried  by  the 
Confederates  was  exploded,  wounding  seven  men,  three  of  them 
fatally.  Colonel  Gove  pushed  his  skirmish  line  through  the  town, 
placing  his  regiment  as  guards  wherever  their  services  were  needed. 
To  the  Twenty-second,  therefore,  belongs  the  credit  of  raising  the 
first  Union  flag  over  the  captured  works  and  of  occupying  and 
garrisoning  the  town.    The  regiment  embarked  on  the  steamer  Elm 
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City  for  West  Point  May  8,  the  men  being  debarked  on  the  follow- 
ing day  ;  their  camp  equipage  was  landed  two  days  later  and  Camp 
Sassafras,  on  a  sandy  plain  near  by,  became  the  home  of  the  com- 
mand for  a  few  days.  On  the  13th  it  marched  to  Cumberland, 
stopped  there  for  a  brief  rest  and  proceeded  to  White  House  Land- 
ing, where  it  again  went  into  camp  on  the  17th.  There  the  Fifth 
Corps  was  organized,  of  which  Martindale's  Brigade  became  First 
Brigade,  First  Division,  General  Porter  commanding  the  corps  and 
General  Morell  the  division.  The  regiment  marched  to  Tunstall 
Station  on  the  19th,  and  thence  by  easy  stages  past  Cold  Harbor  to 
Barker's  Mills  where  it  encamped  on  the  22d  and  on  the  26th  moved 
a  few  miles  to  Gaines  Mills  where  camp  was  established,  a  detail 
from  the  Twenty-second  putting  the  grist-mill  in  operation  and  turn- 
ing out  a  large  quantity  of  corn  meal. 

The  regiment  shared  in  the  movement  to  Hanover  Court  House  on 
the  27th,  and  in  the  action  there,  during  which,  although  at  one  time 
in  a  critical  position,  it  had  but  one  man  killed  and  seven  missing. 
Returning  on  the  29th  to  its  camp  it  remained  there  until  the  20th 
of  June,  when  the  location  was  changed  a  mile  or  so  to  a  position 
on  the  Mechanicsville  road.  Six  companies  took  part  in  the  battle 
of  Mechanicsville  on  the  2blth,  but  were  in  support  of  other  troops 
and  lost  but  one  man  killed  and  two  mortally  wounded.  During 
the  night  these  companies  were  quietly  withdrawn  and  returned  to 
their  camp,  the  four  companies  which  had  been  on  picket  rejoined 
the  main  body  in  the  morning,  when  the  camp  was  abandoned  and 
destroyed  and  the  regiment  with  its  division  moved  out  to  the  battle 
of  Gaines  Mills.  Morell's  Division  formed  the  left  of  Porter's  line 
of  battle,  Martindale's  Brigade  being  the  center  of  the  division,  with 
the  Twenty-second  Regiment  in  reserve  in  a  piece  of  woods,  where 
trees  were  felled  and  a  strong  breastwork  constructed.  Early  in 
the  afternoon  the  enemy  made  three  attacks  which  were  repulsed, 
but  near  6  o'clock  the  firing  was  renewed  with  great  energy  and 
the  Union  lines  crumbled  away.  Colonel  Gove  held  his  position 
after  the  regiments  in  his  front  had  been  driven  back,  but  it  was 
only  for  a  short  time,  when  his  regiment  was  Hanked  and  began  to 
retreat.  The  thought  of  giving  way  before  the  enemy  was  unbear- 
able to  the  colonel ;  his  command  had  scarcely  begun  the  rearward 
movement  when  he  halted  it,  faced  about  and  renewed  the  fight. 
That  brave  act  was  his  last;  he  was  killed  almost  immediately  and 
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his  soldiers  was  driven  back  across  the  field  to  a  crest  in  the  rear; 
there  a  portion  of  the  regiment  was  rallied  under  command  of  Cap- 
tain Thompson,  a  stand  was  made  assisted  by  Captain  Martin's 
Massachusetts  Battery  and  the  advance  of  the  enemy  was  checked 
for  a  time.  This  gave  opportunity  to  withdraw  the  battery  and  the 
remnant  of  the  regiment  and  during  the  night  it  crossed  the  Chicka- 
hominy  river  and  began  the  movement  toward  the  James  river.  But 
its  battalion  line  had  been  terribly  shortened ;  71  were  left  dead  upon 
the  field,  86  were  wounded  and  177,  including  55  of  the  wounded, 
were  made  prisoners.  Among  the  killed,  in  addition  to  Colonel 
Gove,  whose  body  was  never  recovered,  were  Captain  Dunning,  First 
Lieutenant  Thomas  F.  Salter,  and  Second  Lieutenant  George  W. 
Gordon  of  Boston.  Among  the  wounded  were  Major  Tilton  and 
Adjutant  Sherwin ;  Major  Tilton  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Prince 
being  captured.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Griswold  being  absent  sick, 
the  command  devolved  upon  Captain  Sampson,  but  he  also  was 
taken  ill  soon  after  the  battle  and  the  regiment  continued  its  march 
under  Captain  Wardwell. 

The  Twenty-second  reached  Turkey  Bend  on  the  James  river 
about  noon  of  the  30th,  and  halted  there  for  a  time,  when  they  were 
ordered  back  to  Glendale  where  a  battle  was  in  progress,  and  sup- 
ported Martin's  Battery,  which  their  presence  probably  saved  from 
capture.  The  conflict  ended,  the  regiment  marched  to  Malvern 
Hill,  where  it  took  position,  but  was  not  in  action  until  the  follow- 
ing afternoon,  July  1.  At  that  time  one  of  the  batteries  of  Mor- 
ell's  Division  being  in  danger  of  capture  the  Twenty-second  were 
ordered  forward  and  assisted  in  repulsing  the  Confederates,  secur- 
ing 32  prisoners.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  nine  killed  and  41 
wounded,  while  six  of  the  wounded  and  eight  others  were  made 
prisoners.  Among  the  wounded  captured  was  Captain  Samuel  I. 
Thompson,  who  died  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  on  the  4th  of 
August.  During  the  night  the  army  moved  to  Harrison's  Landing 
where  it  encamped.  While  there,  some  changes  in  officers  took 
place ;  General  Martindale  had  left  the  brigade  on  account  of  sick- 
ness, and  was  succeeded  by  Colonel  Barnes  of  the  Eighteenth  Mas- 
sachusetts. On  the  3d  of  July,  Captain  Sampson  resumed  command 
of  the  Twenty-second  but  gave  place  on  the  15th  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Griswold,  who  was  promoted  colonel  dating  from  the  28th 
of  July,  Major  Tilton  being  made  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Adjutant 
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Sherwin  being  promoted  major.  The  regimental  band,  in  common 
with  all  others,  was  mustered  out  of  service  on  the  11th  of  August, 
the  government  having  decided  to  employ  less  musicians  and  more 
surgeons.  Camp  was  broken  on  the  night  of  August  14,  the  regi- 
ment marching  by  way  of  Charles  City  Court  House  toward  New- 
port News,  which  was  reached  on  the  19th ;  next  day  it  embarked 
on  the  steamer  North  America  and  landed  at  Acquia  Creek  on  the 
2l8t,  being  taken  at  once  to  Fredericksburg  by  rail.  Bristoe's  Sta- 
tion was  reached  on  the  28th  where  Porter's  Corps  was  reunited 
and  on  the  following  day  marched  toward  Gainesville.  The  Twenty- 
second  Regiment  going  on  picket  that  night,  became  separated  from 
its  brigade  during  the  following  day,  accompanying  the  Second  Bri- 
gade of  the  same  division,  and  took  no  part  in  the  battle  of  Manas- 
gas,  in  which  the  rest  of  the  First  Brigade  suffered  severely. 

The  1st  of  September  was  passed  at  Centerville,  and  preparations 
were  made  to  march  about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  in  a  heavy 
rain  storm,  but  the  command  did  not  leave  the  town  until  the  next 
morning.  It  then  moved  by  way  of  Fairfax  Court  House  to  Hall's 
Hill,  where  it  reoccupied  its  old  camp,  but  of  the  1,100  men  com- 
posing the  regiment  and  its  attached  companies  who  had  left  the 
spot  six  months  before,  only  about  200  returned.  The  camp  was 
visited  by  Senator  Wilson  the  following  day,  and  the  tender-hearted 
man  was  moved  to  tears  at  the  sight  of  the  few  ragged  and  bronzed 
men  remaining  of  his  once  magnificent  command.  A  few  recruits 
were  received,  however,  and  some  detachments  rejoined  the  regi- 
ment, so  that  the  line  was  considerably  lengthened  when  marching 
orders  were  again  received  on  the  evening  of  September  6.  The 
destination  was  supposed  to  be  Tennallytown,  but  the  command  did 
not  go  there ;  it  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Fairfax  Seminary  where 
a  battle  was  expected,  moved  back  and  forth  for  the  next  two  or 
three  days,  and  finally  brought  up  at  Fort  Corcoran,  opposite  George- 
town. The  command  remained  there  from  the  9th  till  the  12th, 
during  which  time  it  was  rejoined  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tilton, 
who  had  been  exchanged  and  returned  to  duty.  Just  as  the  brigade 
was  starting  out  on  its  march  toward  Antietam,  it  was  strengthened 
by  the  addition  of  a  new  regiment,  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth 
Pennsylvania,  known  as  the  "Corn  Exchange  Regiment."  The 
line  of  march  led  through  Rockville,  Monocacy  Junction,  and  Fred- 
erick to  Keedysvilie,  where  the  Fifth  Corps  formed  the  reserve  of 
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the  Army  of  the  Potomac  during  the  battle  of  the  Antietam.  The 
Twenty-second  had  no  part  in  that  conflict,  but  with  its  brigade 
crossed  the  Potomac  at  Blackford's  Ford  on  the  20th  to  reconnoiter 
the  Confederate  position.  The  enemy  was  found  in  force  and  the 
brigade  returned  in  haste,  the  Twenty-second  losing  but  one  man 
killed  and  one  mortally  wounded,  though  the  "  Corn  Exchange 
Regiment "  suffered  severely.  After  this  the  brigade  remained  in 
camp  near  the  river  until  the  30th  of  October,  when  with  the  rest 
of  the  corps  it  began  the  southward  march  into  Virginia.  This 
brought  it  in  due  time  to  the  vicinity  of  Falmouth,  where  it  awaited 
the  closing  event  of  the  year — the  battle  of  Fredericksburg. 

The  regiment  crossed  the  river  on  the  13th  of  December,  and 
with  its  division  at  once  went  forward  for  the  relief  of  a  division  of 
the  Ninth  Corps  to  the  left  of  the  town.  It  was  impossible,  how- 
ever, to  make  any  impression  upon  the  Confederate  position,  and 
after  a  fierce  conflict  at  close  range,  the  Twenty-second  were  re- 
lieved near  night  by  the  Twentieth  Maine,  and  retired  to  a  less  ex- 
posed position.  They  were  not  again  in  action  during  the  battle, 
and  at  its  close  forming  the  rear  guard  of  the  corps  crossed  the  pon- 
ton bridges  as  they  were  about  to  be  taken  up,  and  returned  to  the 
old  camp.  The  loss  at  Fredericksburg,  was  four  killed  and  44 
wounded, — seven  of  the  latter  fatally.  In  addition  to  the  loss  of 
officers  previously  noted,  two  second  lieutenants  had  died  during 
the  vear  from  disease,  Horace  S.  Dunn  on  the  22d  of  Mav,  and 
Daniel  J.  Haynes  on  the  20th  of  October.  Colonel  Griswold  resigned 
on  account  of  ill-health  October  26, 1862,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Tilton,  who  commanded  the  regiment  at  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg, was  soon  after  commissioned  colonel,  Major  Sherwin  and 
Captain  Mason  W.  Burt  being  promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel  and 
ma-jor  respectively. 

After  a  few  days  in  their  old  camp  the  Twenty-second  moved  to 
the  vicinity  of  Stoncman's  Switch,  where  a  new  camp  of  log  huts 
was  constructed  for  winter  quarters,  being  named  Camp  Gove,  in 
honor  of  the  regiment's  dead  colonel.  There  the  command  re- 
mained for  nearly  six  months,  although  several  times  called  from 
it  temporarily  on  expeditions,  and  once  to  join  in  an  important 
campaign.  The  first  call  came  the  26th  of  December,  when  a  march 
of  an  afternoon  and  night  took  Griffin's  Division  to  Richards  Ford 
on  the  Rappahannock,  where  the  Twenty-second  with  other  troops 
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forded  the  ice-cold  waters,  captured  a  few  pickets,  and  after  a  few 
days  of  maneuvering,  everything  connected  with  which  was  pecu- 
liarly disagreeable,  returned  to  camp.  On  the  20th  of  January, 
1863,  the  regiment  started  out  on  the  "  Mud  March,"  was  absent  for 
five  days,  and  returned  to  Camp  Gove.  The  Chancellorsville  cam- 
paign began  on  the  27th  of  April,  the  men  carrying  eight  days' 
rations ;  the  Rappahannock  was  crossed  at  Kelly's  Ford,  Griffin's 
Division  in  advance,  and  Barnes's  Brigade  leading  the  division.  The 
experiences  of  this  day  were  peculiarly  severe,  for  after  fording  the 
Rappahannock,  the  division  was  ordered  to  press  forward  with  all 
speed  to  seize  the  fords  of  the  Rapidan,  which  was  successfully 
done,  some  prisoners  being  captured.  This  was  perhaps  the  most 
important  service  rendered  by  the  regiment  during  the  campaign, 
since  the  Fifth  Corps  was  very  slightly  engaged,  although  it  did 
considerable  marching  and  maneuvering,  and  the  only  loss  of  the 
Twenty-second  was  one  man  killed  by  a  shell  while  cutting  down 
a  tree  at  night  in  front  of  the  Union  lines.  On  the  morning 
of  May  6,  the  ponton  bridges  were  recrossed  ;  the  regiment  assisted 
in  taking  them  up,  marched  by  night  through  a  heavy  rain  to  the 
vicinity  of  its  old  camp,  was  ordered  back  to  assist  the  ponton  train 
to  camp,  and  finally  reoccupied  Camp  (love  on  the  8th.  Late  in 
May,  the  Fifth  Corps  was  moved  up  the  Rappahannock  to  the  vicin- 
ity of  Grove  Church,  where  it  was  made  a  corps  of  observation,  to 
watch  the  fords  in  the  vicinity.  While  it  was  located  there,  General 
Barnes  was  placed  in  command  of  the  division,  Colonel  Tilton  of 
the  brigade,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sherwin  of  the  regiment. 

The  movement  northward  began  on  the  13th  of  June,  and  five 
days  later  the  regiment  was  located  at  Aldie's  Gap.  In  a  day  or 
two  it  moved  through  the  Gap.  in  support  of  a  cavalry  force,  and 
operated  in  that  vicinity  for  a  few  days,  without  being  actively  en- 
gaged. On  the  25th  the  column  moved  by  way  of  Fairfax  Station, 
Edwards  Ferry,  Frederick,  Liberty  and  Uniontown  to  Hanover, 
which  was  reached  on  the  1st  ot  July.  After  a  few  hours'  rest  the 
march  was  resumed,  and  early  in  the  forenoon  of  the  2d  the  battle- 
field of  Gettysburg  was  reached.  It  was  not  till  late  in  the  after- 
noon of  that  day,  however,  that  the  Fifth  Corps  was  called  into 
action.  As  the  First  Brigade,  under  Colonel  Tilton,  pushed  forward 
to  the  fierce  contest  that  raged  in  front  of  the  Round  Tops,  it  took 
position  in  support  and  to  the  left  of  DeTrobriand's  Brigade  of  the 
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Third  Corps.  The  Twenty-second  Regiment  carried  but  67  muskets 
into  action,  yet  the  handful  of  men  fought  with  an  energy  and  cool- 
ness worthy  of  all  praise.  They  were  not  able  to  retain  the  posi- 
tion, however,  the  flanks  of  the  brigade  being  turned,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  change  front  to  meet  the  new  danger.  This  move- 
ment, always  difficult  in  action,  was  rendered  especially  so  on  this 
occasion  by  the  coming  upon  the  scene  of  another  division,  already 
in  disorder.  The  regiment  maintained  its  organization,  however, 
and  when  obliged  to  fall  back  still  further  toward  the  Round  Top 
slope,  did  so  in  good  order,  bringing  off  all  its  wounded  and  even 
their  weapons.  It  was  not  closely  engaged  the  following  day,  being 
moved  to  a  position  between  the  two  Round  Tops,  facing  the  BeviFs 
Den,  where  it  remained  during  the  day,  exposed  to  the  enemy's 
sharp-shooters  and  skirmish  firing.  The  command  had  suffered 
severely,  for  of  the  67  men  and  a  few  officers  taken  into  action,  15 
had  been  killed  and  25  wounded ;  among  the  latter  Second  Lieuten- 
ant Charles  K.  Knowles  of  Haverhill,  who  died  on  the  11th. 

After  the  battle  the  regiment  took  part  in  all  of  the  various 
marchings  and  countermarchings  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
which  followed  during  the  summer  and  autumn  months,  being  at 
one  time  encamped  for  several  weeks  near  Beverly  Ford  on  the  Rap- 
pahannock. While  there  it  received  a  reinforcement  of  some  200 
recruits  and  conscripts  which  with  those  returned  from  hospitals 
and  detached  service  gave  it  again  respectable  numbers.  It  was  in 
action  at  Rappahannock  Station  on  the  7th  of  November,  where  its 
loss  was  seven  wounded  ;  afterward  it  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of 
Kelly's  Ford  until  the  Mine  Run  campaign.  It  shared  in  that  very 
disagreeable  experience,  but  was  not  engaged,  and  at  its  close  re- 
turned to  Beverly  Ford  and  went  into  winter  quarters. 

The  winter  camp  was  located  about  half  a  mile  from  Rappahan- 
nock Station,  and  was  called  Camp  Barnes,  in  honor  of  the  brave 
division  commander  who  had  been  wounded  at  Gettysburg.  Colonel 
Tilton  remained  in  command  of  the  brigade  through  the  winter, 
General  J.  J.  Bartlett  having  command  of  the  division,  with  which 
he  protected  the  railroad  from  Licking  Run  Station  to  the  Rappa- 
hannock. The  First  Brigade  had  a  picket  lino  three  and  a  half 
miles  in  length,  which  in  addition  to  the  fatigue  duty  naturally  re- 
quired gave  plenty  of  employment,  especially  in  disagreeable  weather. 
Like  so  many  other  organizations,  the  Twenty-second  Regiment 
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made  a  notable  improvement  of  its  winter  leisure.  A  chapel  was 
built  for  religious  services.  Chaplain  Charles  M.  Tyler  of  Natick, 
who  joined  the  regiment  on  the  11th  of  December,  186S,  succeed- 
ing Chaplains  John  Pierpont  and  Joseph  C.  Cromack  who  had  suc- 
cessively resigned.  This  structure  was  also  in  use  every  evening, 
either  for  prayer-meetings,  lyceums,  lectures,  debates  or  a  meeting 
of  the  Masonic  lodge  which  had  been  organized  in  the  army.  The 
total  re-enlistments  in  the  regiment  during  the  winter  numbered 
83 — not  enough  to  constitute  the  Twenty-second  a  veteran  regiment, 
but  the  re-enlisted  members  received  the  usual  furlough  of  30  days. 
As  the  spring  campaign  approached,  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was 
reorganized,  causing  many  changes  in  the  make  up  of  the  Fifth 
Corps.  The  old  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  was  broken  up,  its 
place  being  taken  by  a  brigade  of  United  States  Regulars,  and  the 
Twenty-second  Regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade,  same 
division,  where  it  was  associated  with  the  Ninth  and  Thirty-second 
Massachusetts,  Sixty-second  Pennsylvania  and  Fourth  Michigan 
Regiments.  Colonel  Jacob  B.  Sweitzer  commanded  the  brigade, 
and  General  Griffin  resumed  command  of  the  division,  General 
Warren  being  the  corps  commander.  Colonel  Tilton  was  conse- 
quently returned  to  lead  his  regiment. 

Marching  orders  came  on  the  30th  of  April,  1864,  the  Rappahan- 
nock was  crossed  next  day,  and  the  Rapidan  at  German ia  Ford 
early  on  the  mornimr  of  the  4th  of  May.    The  Twentv-second  as  it 

W  *  WW 

moved  toward  the  field  of  battle  numbered  280  muskets  and  a  pro- 
portionate number  of  officers,  —  altogether  less  than  300  men. 
Reaching  the  vicinity  of  Wilderness  Tavern  early  on  the  morning 
of  the  5th,  the  regiment  with  its  brigade  took  position  in  line  of 
battle  and  intrenched  ;  but  much  to  the  disgust  of  the  tired  soldiers 
the  works  were  scarcely  completed  when  other  troops  marched  in 
to  occupy  them,  and  Sweitzcr's  Brigade  was  advanced  through  the 
tangled  forest  in  search  of  the  enemy.  The  foe  was  found,  the 
regiment  took  position  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  facing  a  small  open- 
ing and  a  conflict  ensued.  The  lighting  was  indecisive  during  the 
day  and  was  renewed  in  the  morning,  the  Twenty-second  having 
during  the  night  taken  a  new  position  and  intrenched  so  that  the 
assaults  of  the  Confederates  were  easily  repulsed  at  that  part  of  the 
line.  The  total  loss  of  the  regiment  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness 
was  36, 15  of  whom  were  killed  or  mortally  wounded. 
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Late  in  the  evening  of  the  7th  the  command  began  its  march 
toward  Spottsylvania  and  during  the  following  day  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Laurel  Hill,  where  it  distinguished  itself  by  again  sup- 
porting Martin's  Battery,  when  that  organization  was  in  danger  of 
capture,  losing  10  killed  and  wounded.  As  the  line  of  battle  devel- 
oped  the  Twenty-second  took  position  near  Po  Run  and  intrenched. 
During  this  time  there  was  severe  sharp-shooting  and  it  was  by 
this  njeans  that  the  regiment  lost  on  the  0th  one  of  its  bravest 
officers,  Captain  Benjamin  Davis  of  Charlestown,  who  was  mortally 
wounded  while  viewing  the  Confederate  position.  At  night  of  the 
9th  the  Confederates  captured  some  of  the  outer  rifle  pits  nearly  in 
front  of  the  Twenty-second,  and  next  day  that  organization  with 
the  Fourth  Michigan  was  ordered  to  attempt  their  recapture.  This 
was  done  by  the  regiment  deployed  as  skirmishers  under  command 
of  Major  Burt,  but  at  a  heavy  loss  of  life,  since  the  works  when 
gained  afforded  little  protection,  the  captors  being  obliged  to  lie 
close  upon  the  ground  under  fire  all  day,  being  relieved  after  dark 
when  the  survivors  returned  to  their  position  of  the  morning,  the 
regiment  having  lost  during  the  day  74,  17  of  whom  were  killed. 

For  the  ten  days  which  followed  while  the  armies  confronted  each 
other  before  Spottsylvania,  what  were  left  of  the  Twenty-second, 
now  less  than  one-half  the  number  that  had  started  on  the  campaign, 
were  constantly  active,  skirmishing,  maneuvering,  or  on  duty  in  the 
works.  When  on  its  southward  movement  the  Union  army  reached 
the  North  Anna  on  the  23d,  the  regiment  at  the  head  of  its  brigade 
was  first  to  cross  at  Jericho  Ford.  It  was  at  once  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers and  led  the  movement  against  the  enemy  until  a  strong  tire 
was  encountered  and  a  desperate  action  ensued,  in  which  the  Union 
lines  were  considerably  shattered.  The  regiment  had  four  killed 
and  seven  wounded.  No  general  action  resulted  at  this  place;  the 
troops  across  the  river  were  withdrawn  after  a  few  days  of  skirmish- 
ing and  the  movement  southward  was  continued,  crossing  the  Paraun- 
key  on  the  27th  and  the  Totopotomy  on  the  29th,  Griftin's  Division 
taking  position  on  the  Mcchanicsville  Road  in  line  of  battle.  An 
advance  was  ordered  next  morning,  the  Twenty-second  again  on  the 
skirmish  line  which  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Tilton,  and  an  ol>- 
stinate  engagement  ensued  in  which  the  enemy  were  pushed  steadily 
back  for  nearly  three  miles,  but  both  sides  retired  from  the  field 
during  the  night.    The  regiment  took  into  this  action  106  muskets 
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and  a  few  officers ;  its  loss  was  three  killed  and  12  wounded  ;  it  won 
high  praise,  as  it  had  so  often  done  for  efficiency  in  like  positions. 

Sweitzer's  Brigade  rested  during  the  1st  of  June  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bethesda  Church,  and  that  night  and  the  following  day  moved 
hither  and  thither  without  being  seriously  engaged.  The  morning 
of  the  3d  found  the  division  massed  near  the  Church  in  preparation 
for  the  general  attack  upon  the  Confederate  lines  which  had  been 
ordered.  Sweitzer's  Brigade  was  deployed  to  the  right  to  connect 
with  the  Ninth  Corps  and  at  once  advanced,  with  the  Twenty-second 
as  usual  on  the  skirmish  line  ;  a  magnificent  charge  was  made  across 
an  open  field  and  the  enemy  was  forced  back  to  his  second  liue  of 
works,  but  when  this  was  done  the  power  of  the  Union  soldiers  was 
exhausted.  In  the  margin  of  the  wood,  a  hundred  yards  from  the 
Confederate  works,  the  line  of  blue  clung  to  what  had  been  gained, 
lying  under  heavy  fire  all  day  and  being  relieved  after  dark.  The 
Twenty-second  came  out  of  this  trial  with  less  than  a  hundred  mem- 
bers, having  lost  11  killed  and  11  wounded,  among  the  slain  being 
Captain  Joseph  H.  Baxter  of  Milton.  The  following  day  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Sherwin,  who  had  been  disabled  by  an  accident  just  be- 
fore the  opening  of  the  campaign,  rejoined  the  regiment.  The  5th 
proved  another  day  of  severe  trial,  the  command  being  sent  out  in 
the  afternoon  on  the  Shady  Grove  Church  road  as  skirmishers  and 
having  a  sharp  fight  until  night,  losing  two  killed  and  five  wounded. 

This  encounter  ended  the  active  work  of  the  regiment  in  connec- 
tion with  Cold  Harbor ;  before  light  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  it 
marched  in  the  rear  of  the  Union  line  to  the  vicinity  of  Gaines 
Mills,  near  Sumner's  Lower  Bridge  on  the  Chickahominy,  where 
strong  fortifications  were  built  near  the  scene  of  the  regiment's  ter- 
rible experience  of  two  years  previous.  This  position  was  occupied 
till  the  night  of  the  12th,  when  orders  were  received  for  a  further 
movement  bv  the  left  Hank.  This  time  it  was  across  the  James 
river  and  to  the  vicinity  of  Petersburg,  where  the  Twenty-second 
arrived  early  on  the  17th  ;  it  was  not  till  the  morning  of  the  18th, 
however,  that  the  regiment  was  engaged.  At  that  time,  again  on 
the  skirmish  line,  it  led  the  desperate  charge  of  its  division  against 
the  Confederate  works.  The  ordeal  was  an  especially  trying  one. 
Not  only  was  the  ground  broken  and  difficult,  but  in  every  portion 
it  was  swept  by  a  terrible  fire.  After  several  attempts  the  regiment 
finally  reached  the  railroad,  the  enemy  being  prcsM  <1  back  to  their 
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main  defenses  and  the  Union  soldiers  holding  what  they  had  gained. 
Another  attempt  was  made  late  in  the  afternoon  to  hreak  the  hostile 
lines,  but  it  was  in  vain — only  more  dead  and  wounded  were  left  on 
the  field.  Most  of  the  division  moved  back  at  dark,  but  the  Twenty- 
second  remained  all  night  on  the  picket  line  and  dug  rifle  pits. 
Near  morning  the  regiment  was  relieved,  having  lost  of  the  few 
taken  into  action  seven  killed  and  14  wounded. 

Colonel  Tilton  took  command  of  the  brigade  next  day,  and  on 
the  20th  the  Twenty-second  with  other  troops  were  orderca  to  the 
rear,  but  not  to  rest.  On  the  day  following  a  movement  was  made 
toward  the  left,  reaching  the  Jerusalem  Plank  road  and  intending 
to  strike  the  Weldon  railroad,  but  the  latter  portion  of  the  pro- 
gramme failed.  The  Confederates  delivered  a  severe  counter  at- 
tack at  night  of  the  22d,  and  the  regiment,  called  on  to  assist  its 
endangered  comrades,  was  engaged  more  or  less  through  the  night, 
losing  three  wounded.  During  the  next  few  days  it  had  a  peculiarly 
trying  experience,  being  marched  back  and  forth  to  different  points, 
the  ground  being  intolerably  dry  and  dusty.  About  the  close  of  the 
month,  however,  it  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  trenches  and  on  the 
picket  line,  and  this  continued  with  little  interruption  for  six  weeks. 

The  regiment  was  selected  on  the  8th  of  August  for  guard  duty 
at  City  Point,  and  remained  thus  employed  until  the  expiration  of 
its  term  of  service.  On  the  23d  of  September,  news  was  received 
of  the  death  from  wounds  of  Captain  Robert  T.  Bourne  of  Boston, 
as  inspector  general  on  the  brigade  staff  at  the  front, — the  last  loss  of 
the  regiment  in  battle.  Orders  were  received  on  the  3d  of  October  to 
prepare  for  the  return  to  Massachusetts  for  muster  out,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  regiment  on  detached  service  were  called  in,  the  181  re- 
enlisted  men  and  recruits  transferred  to  the  Thirty-second  Massa- 
chusetts Regiment,  and  with  a  total  of  about  125  enlisted  men  the 
command  embarked  on  the  transport  Kennebec  for  Washington. 
Landing  there  on  the  following  day,  cars  were  taken  for  Boston, 
and  soon  after  midnight  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  the  regiment 
marched  through  the  familiar  streets.  During  the  day  it  received  a 
warm  reception,  after  which  the  members  were  furloughed  for  a 
week,  reassembling  on  the  17th  for  muster  out.  No  regiment  had 
a  prouder  record ;  and  it  is  claimed  that  its  percentage  of  killed 
in  action  was  the  largest  of  any  regiment  from  the  state. 
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HE  Twenty-third  Regiment  was  organized  at  Lynnfield,  the 


first  muster  of  the  enlisted  men  taking  place  on  the  28th  of 


*  September,  1861,  and  detachments  being  added  from  time  to 
time  during  the  following  month.  The  line  officers  were  commis- 
sioned from  the  8th  of  October,  and  the  organization  of  the  field 
and  staff  was  completed  on  the  24th,  with  this  roster : — 

Colonel.  John  Kurtz  of  Boston  ;  lieutenant  colonel,  Henry  Merritt 
of  Salem ;  major,  Andrew  Elwell  of  Gloucester;  surgeon,  George 
Derby  of  Boston  ;  assistaut  surgeon,  Silas  E.  Stone  of  Walpole;  chap- 
lain, "Jonas  Bowen  Clark  of  Swampscott ;  adjutant,  John  G.  Cham- 
bers of  Medford  ;  quartermaster,  Joseph  A.  Goldthwait ;  sergeant 
major,  Daniel  H.  Johnson,  Jr.;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Stephen  P. 
Driver;  commissary  sergeant,  Joshua  C.  Goodale,  all  of  Salem;  hos- 
pital steward,  J.  M.  Tourtelotte  of  Worcester;  leader  of  band,  Henry 
C.  Brown  of  Boston. 

Company  A — Captain,  Ethan  A.  P.  Brewster  ;  first  lieutenant, 
Charles  S.  Emmerton;  second  lieutenant,  George  A.  Fisher,  all  of 
Salem. 

Company  B — Captain,  Knott  V.  Martin;  first  lieutenant,  Thomas 
Russell;  second  lieutenant,  John  Goodwin,  Jr.,  all  of  Marblehead. 

Company  C,  Gloucester — Captain,  Addison  Center;  first  lieutenant, 
Edward  A.  Story;  second  lieutenant,  Fitz  J.  Babson. 

Company  D,  Now  Bedford — Captain,  Cornelius  Howland,  Jr.;  first 
lieutenant,  Samuel  C.  Hart;  second  lieutenant,  Anthony  Lang. 
.  Company  E,  Davis  Guards — Captain,  William  B.  Alexander;  first 
lieutenant,  Otis  Rogers,  both  of  Plymouth;  second  lieutenant,  Thomas 
B.  Atwood  of  Abington. 

Company  F,  Salem— Captain,  George  M.  Whipple;  first  lieutenant, 
Charles  II.  Bates;  second  lieutenant,  George  R.  Emmerton. 

Company  G,  Beverly — Captain,  John  W.  Raymond;  first  lieutenant, 
Henry  P.  Woodbury;  second  lieutenant,  Daniel  W.  Hammond. 

Company  H — Captain,  Wesley  C.  Sawyer  of  Harvard;  first  lieutenant, 
William  L.  Kent:  second  lieutenant,  Peter  II.  Niles,  both  of  Boston. 

Company  I — Captain,  John  Hobbs  of  Ipswich;  first  lieutenant, 
William  I.  Creasey  of  Ncwburyport;  second  lieutenant,  David  P. 
Muzzey  of  Cambridge. 
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Company  K — Captain,  Carlos  A.  Hart;  first  lieutenant,  John  Little- 
field,  both  of  Foxboro;  second  lieutenant,  Benjamin  F.  Barnard  of 
South  Reading. 

The  regiment,  with  others  being  recruited  in  the  state  at  that 
time,  was  intended  for  the  "  Burnside  Expedition,"  then  being 
organized,  and  on  the  11th  of  November  left  its  camp  at  Lynn  field 
for  the  rendezvous  at  Annapolis,  going  by  rail  via  Boston  to  Fall 
River,  where  it  embarked  on  the  steamers  State  of  Maine  and 
Metropolis  for  New  York.  Then  cars  were  again  .taken,  and  the 
journey  was  continued  by  Philadelphia  to  Perryville,  where  there 
was  a  wait  for  transportation.  That  was  finally  supplied  in  the 
form  of  small  steamers  by  which  the  right  wing  of  the  regiment 
was  taken  to  Annapolis,  being  quartered  at  fust  in  the  Naval 
Academy  and  then  in  St.  John's  College.  The  left  wing  followed 
in  a  day  or  two,  and  the  command  being  reunited  on  the  16th  went 
into  Camp  John  A.  Andrew  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city.  It  was 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  on  the  5th  of  December 
and  was  made  a  part  of  the  First  Brigade  under  General  John  G. 
Foster,  its  fellow-regiments  being  the  Twenty-fourth,  Twenty-fifth 
and  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  and  Tenth  Connecticut. 

The  regiment  left  its  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1862,  embarking  during  the  day  on  the  schooner  Highlander 
and  the  steamer  Hussar,  one  man  being  accidentally  killed  while 
waiting  for  embarkation.  The  command  remained  crowded  on  the 
transports  till  the  Oth,  when  sail  was  made  for  Fortress  Monroe 
under  convoy  of  gun-boats,  and  after  a  short  stop  in  Hampton 
Roads  the  fleet  proceeded  toward  its  destination  on  the  North  Caro- 
lina coast.  Adverse  winds  and  storms  delayed  the  passage.  The 
Highlander  was  forced  to  cut  loose  from  the  Hussar  on  the  12th, 
and  it  was  not  till  the  loth  that  the  two  wings  were  reunited  within 
Hatteras  Inlet,  and  not  till  the  22d  that  the  "  Swash  "  was  crossed 
into  Pamlico  Sound.  Two  weeks  passed  before  the  preparations 
were  completed  for  the  movement  against  Roanoke  Island,  but  on 
the  f>th  of  February  the  transports  and  gun-boats  destined  for  the 
enterprise  set  sail,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  the  troops  landed 
without  opposition,  the  Twenty-third — with  the  exception  of  Com- 
pany E,  detailed  to  assist  in  working  the  gun-boat  Hussar — being 
among  the  first  on  shore. 

That  night  the  regiment  bivouacked  in  the  mud  near  the  shore, 
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a  storm  prevailing,  and  next  morning  began  the  advance.  Coming 
under  fire,  it  at  first  assisted  in  the  support  of  the  few  pieces  of 
Union  artillery  engaged,  suffering  most  of  its  loss  while  in  that 
position.  Later  it  was  moved  by  the  right  flank  into  a  dense  swamp 
and  made  its  way  with  great  difficulty,  practically  every  man  for  him- 
self, through  a  tangle  which  the  Confederates  had  considered  utterly 
impenetrable,  till  at  length  detached  squads  made  their  appearance 
on  the  left  flank  of  the  rebel  position  and  opened  fire,  completing 
the  demoralization  of  the  enemy,  who  began  to  retreat.  The 
Twenty-third  took  part  in  the  pursuit,  and  when  it  was  over,  the 
Confederates  having  been  cut  off  and  surrendering,  bivouacked  in 
the  captured  barracks,  which  were  rcchristened  Camp  Foster,  in 
honor  of  the  brigadier  whose  command  had  done  so  much  for  the 
success  of  the  day.  The  loss  of  the  Twenty-third  had  been  Lieu- 
tenant Goodwin  killed  and  two  members  of  his  company  mortally 
wounded,  with  eight  others  less  severely  hurt. 

After  four  weeks  of  comparative  inactivity  the  orders  for  em- 
barkation came  and  the  regiment  went  aboard  the  Highlander 
and  the  Gideon,  though  it  was  not  till  the  11th  of  March  that  the 
fleet  set  sail  for  the  Xeuse  river.  The  men  landed  at  Slocum's 
Creek,  15  miles  from  Newbern,  on  the  13th,  the  Twenty-third  get- 
ting ashore  about  noon  and  at  once  marching  inland.  This  proved 
very  trying,  as  a  heavy  rain  set  in  and  the  roads  were  very  bad ; 
but  by  dint  of  great  exertion  the  regiment  bivouacked  within  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  enemy's  works.  The  storm  continued  dur- 
ing the  night  and  next  morning  was  still  raging  when  the  advance 
began.  The  enemy's  fire  was  soon  encountered,  when  line  of  battle 
was  formed,  the  Twenty-third  taking  a  position  to  the  left  of  the 
Twenty-seventh  in  the  woods  which  they  held  with  slight  changes 
to  avoid  an  enfilading  fire  till  a  charge  was  ordered,  in  which  they 
took  part.  The  Confederates  being  speedily  routed,  the  regiment 
was  soon  after  taken  across  the  Trent  river  and  encamped  on  the 
Fair  Grounds,  formerly  occupied  by  a  North  Carolina  regiment. 
During  the  battle  a  12-pounder  howitzer  commanded  by  Captain 
Dayton  of  the  Highlander  was  ably  manned  by  volunteers  from  the 
Twenty-third,  who  had  dragged  it  through  the  mud  from  the  land- 
ing to  the  scene  of  the  battle.  The  regiment  lost  seven  killed  in 
the  action,  including  Lieutenant  Colonel  Merritt  who  was  struck  by  a 
cannon  shot,  and  47  wounded,  five  fatally.    Captain  Sawyer  lost  a  leg. 
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General  Burnside's  command  was  on  the  5th  of  April  reorgan- 
ized as  an  Army  Corps  (afterward  known  as  the  Ninth)  of  three 
divisions,  the  Twenty-third  Regiment  forming  part  of  the  First  Bri- 
gade, First  Division.  The  Brigade  was  commanded  by  Colonel  T. 
J.  C.  Amory  of  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts,  and  was  composed 
in  addition  to  his  own  regiment  and  the  Twenty-third  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Massachusetts  and  Sixth  New  Hampshire;  General  Foster 
commanded  the  division.  The  health  of  the  regiment  having  suf- 
fered severely,  it  was  ordered  to  encamp  at  Batchelder's  Creek, 
eight  miles  from  Newbern,  which  it  did  on  the  11th  of  April,  forming 
an  outpost.  The  Confederate  cavalry  lurked  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  there  was  scarcely  a  day  without  more  or  less  skirmishing  on 
the  picket  line,  while  the  main  part  of  the  regiment  was  encaged 
in  rebuilding  the  railroad  bridge  at  the  Creek ;  a  picket  post  of 
Company  E  being  surprised  by  a  large  force  of  hostile  cavalry  on 
the  29th,  one  was  killed  and  his  three  comrades  were  captured,  the 
enemy  disappearing  before  the  reserves  could  reach  the  scene.  On 
the  4th  of  May  the  regiment  was  advanced  some  four  miles  to  Red 
House,  where  it  remained  till  the  7th,  when  it  marched  by  wings  to 
Newbern  to  relieve  the  Twenty-fifth  as  provost  guard.  This  position 
it  maintained  during  the  summer,  and  till  early  in  November  of 
that  year,  details  from  its  members  taking  part  in  various  minor 
expeditions  during  the  time. 

Many  changes  occurred  in  the  roster  of  officers  during  this  period. 
Following  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mcrritt,  Major  Elwell 
was  promoted  to  the  vacancy  and  Adjutant  Chambers  became  major. 
Besides  the  commissioned  officers  lost  in  battle,  two  died  of  disease 
during  1862  —  Captain  Thomas  Russell  December  8  and  Second 
Lieutenant  Westovcr  Greenleaf  of  Gloucester  August  11.  Five 
companies  of  the  regiment  took  part  in  the  raid  by  way  of  Williams- 
ton  and  Hamilton  to  near  Tarboro,  from  October  30  to  November 
11,  gathering  in  about  50  prisoners  and  a  quantity  of  horses,  mules 
and  other  supplies,  but  meeting  no  serious  opposition.  Colonel 
Kurtz  commanded  the  garrison  of  Newbern  during  the  absence  of 
the  expedition,  and  on  its  return  much  excitement  was  found  over 
the  report  that  the  Confederates  were  approaching  the  city  in  force. 
A  column  of  which  the  other  five  companies  of  the  Twenty-third 
formed  part  was  moved  out  to  Batehelder's  Creek  next  morning, 
Major  Chambers  in  command,  but  no  foe  being  discovered  it  returned 
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to  Newbern  the  same  dav.  On  the  22d  the  regiment  was  relieved 
as  provost  guard  by  the  Seventeenth  and  next  day  Colonel  Kurtz 
resigned,  leaving  the  regiment  under  command  of  Major  Chambers, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  El  well  being  temporarily  disabled  by  an  accident. 
These  two  officers  were  each  promoted  one  grade  in  due  time,  Cap- 
tain Brewster  being  made  major.  Camp  Pendleton  was  established 
some  two  miles  south  of  Newbern  and  three  companies  were  sent 
out  for  picket  duty  at  different  points,  though  rejoining  the  regi- 
ment in  time  for  the  Goldsboro  expedition  which  began  on  the 
10th  of  December. 

On  that  movement  the  Twenty-third  first  met  the  enemy  at 
Southwest  Creek  on  the  13th  and  were  slightly  engaged,  though 
without  other  loss  than  one  or  two  wounded.  After  the  fighting 
had  ended  the  regiment  was  sent  on  to  within  three  miles  of  Kins- 
ton,  being  attached  to  General  Wessells's  Brigade.  It  bivouacked 
without  fires  near  the  enemy's  lines,  and  next  morning  the  battle 
of  Kinston  began.  The  part  taken  by  the  Twenty-third  was  prin- 
cipally that  of  supporting  the  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  at  the  left 
of  the  Union  line  and  receiving  the  surrender  of  63  members  of 
the  Twenty-third  South  Carolina,  the  loss  being  but  two  wounded, 
one  fatally.  That  night  the  regiment  crossed  the  Neuse  river  to 
Kinston,  but  returned  to  the  right  bank  next  morning  and  led  the 
column  in  its  advance  toward  Goldsboro.  It  was  at  the  rear  of  its 
brigade  next  day,  when  the  sharp  action  at  Whitehall  occurred,  but 
as  it  came  upon  the  ground  was  directed  to  support  the  skirmish 
line  which  was  firing  across  the  river — a  narrow  but  deep  stream. 
Coming  into  line  at  the  edge  of  an  open  field  the  regiment  marched 
across  it  with  the  precision  of  a  review  movement,  to  the  fringe  of 
forest  on  the  edge  of  the  stream,  opened  fire  and  maintained  it  for 
an  hour  till  the  cartridge-boxes  were  empty ;  then  marched  com- 
posedly back,  leaving  on  tbe  field  or  in  the  surgeons'  hands  10  killed 
and  52  wounded,  six  of  the  latter  mortallv. 

The  march  was  continued  after  the  battle,  and  next  day  tbe  vicin- 
ity of  Goldsboro  was  reached,  where  some  sharp  fighting  took  place 
and  the  railroad  bridge  was  burned — the  main  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion ;  which  having  been  accomplished  the  column  retraced  its  steps 
toward  Newbern.  That  place  was  reached  on  the  21st,  after  an 
absence  of  12  days,  many  of  the  men  being  barefoot  on  account  of 
scarcity  of  shoes.    No  further  movement  occurred  till  the  13th  of 
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January,  18G3,  when  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Carolina  City  by 
rail  and  encamped  on  Bogue  Sound,  the  location  being  named  Camp 
Heckman  in  honor  of  the  brigade  commander,  Brigadier  General 
C.  A.  Heckman.  This  brigade  consisted  in  addition  of  the  Ninth 
New  Jersey,  Eighty-first  and  Ninety-eighth  New  York,  and  was  des- 
tined for  the  South  Carolina  coast. 

The  camp  was  quitted  on  the  afternoon  of  the  19th,  and  passing 
one  night  in  unoccupied  houses  at  Morehead  City  the  regiment  em- 
barked on  the  transport  James  Morton,  a  heavy -draught  sailing 
vessel.  The  bar  was  finally  crossed  on  the  31st,  and  an  eventless 
sail  brought  the  command  to  Port  Royal,  whence  on  the  10th  of 
February  the  ship  was  towed  across  to  St.  Helena  Island  and  the 
regiment  debarked  the  next  day,  establishing  Camp  Russell,  named 
in  honor  of  Captain  Russell  who  had  recently  died.  General  Heck- 
man being  temporarily  placed  in  command  of  a  division,  the  brigade 
was  for  a  time  commanded  by  Colonel  De  Forrest  and  afterward  by 
General  T.  G.  Stevenson.  While  quartered  at  Camp  Russell  the 
regiment  suffered  somewhat  from  insubordination,  but  by  prompt 
measures  the  usual  good  discipline  was  re-established. 

On  the  3d  and  4th  of  April  the  brigade  re-embarked  under  com- 
mand of  General  Heckman,  two  companies  of  the  Twenty-third  on 
the  Morton  and  the  remainder  on  the  steamer  United  States,  and 
on  the  5th  set  sail  again  for  North  Carolina,  going  at  that  time  no 
farther  than  the  mouth  of  the  Edisto  river,  where  the  fleet  lay  till 
the  11th,  when  it  was  ordered  back  to  Hilton  Head.  Most  of  the 
men  debarked  and  encamped  on  shore,  but  were  soon  embarked 
again,  and  on  the  14th  set  sail  for  Morehead  City.  The  voyage 
was  rough  and  its  termination  especially  so,  but  at  midnight  of  the 
17th  the  brigade  was  ashore,  the  detachment  on  the  Morton  having 
been  blown  out  to  sea  and  being  the  last  to  land.  The  main  part 
of  the  Twenty-third  had  already  gone  by  rail  to  Newborn,  and  after 
resting  there  one  night  set  off  with  the  brigade  for  the  relief  of 
Little  Washington.  Finding  the  siege  raised,  the  column  returned 
by  the  steamer  Pluenix  to  Newborn  on  the  21st,  where  the  two 
missing  companies  were  found,  and  on  the  25th  the  regiment  went 
by  rail  to  Carolina  City  and  reoccupied  Camp  Heckman,  renaming 
it  Camp  Dale  in  honor  of  the  surgeon  general  of  Massachusetts. 

This  camp  was  occupied  till  the  early  days  of  July,  various  de- 
tails, mostly  of  companies,  being  made  from  the  regiment  for  picket 
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and  garrison  duty  during  the  time.  With  the  exception  of  Com- 
pany D,  which  was  garrisoning  Fort  Spinola  near  Newborn,  the 
regiment  gathered  at  that  city  July  2,  and  on  the  4th  joined  the 
expedition  under  General  Heckman  to  Trenton,  which  place  was 
reached  on  the  5th.    There  the  infantry  halted  while  the  cavalry 

* 

felt  the  country  in  advance,  and  on  the  7th  the  Twenty-third  were 
ordered  with  two  pieces  of  artillery  to  Wilcox  Bridge,  three  miles 
in  advance.  On  reaching  the  place  a  party  of  Confederate  cavalry 
was  encountered  and  a  lively  skirmish  ensued,  during  which  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Chambers  and  one  enlisted  man  of  the  Twenty-third 
were  wounded.  The  enemy  was  soon  driven  out  of  sight,  and  the 
Union  cavalry  presently  appearing  the  expedition  returned  to  New- 
born, where  the  regiment  remained  during  the  summer  and  autumn, 
with  no  movement  of  importance,  though  detached  parties  were 
frequently  sent  forth  to  scour  the  outlying  country. 

The  regiment  left  Newbern  October  16,  going  by  rail  to  Morehead 
City  where  it  embarked  on  the  steamer  Maple  Leaf  and  next  day 
sailed  for  Fortress  Monroe,  landing  there  on  the  19th  and  establish- 
ing Camp  Derby — named  in  honor  of  the  regimental  surgeon — near 
Newport  News.  There  the  early  winter  passed.  Re-enlistments 
began  late  in  November;  over  200  members  of  the  regiment  re- 
enlisted  and  about  the  middle  of  January,  18G4,  left  for  Massachu- 
setts on  a  month's  furlough  under  command  of  Captain  Raymond. 
About  this  time  General  ileckman  was  ordered  to  Gettv's  Line  near 
Portsmouth,  Va.,  and  the  Twenty-third  were  soon  ordered  to  report 
to  him  there.  Embarking  on  the  steamer  Escort  late  in  the  evening 
of  the  22d,  the  regiment  landed  at  Portsmouth  next  day  and  occu- 
pied a  camp  just  vacated  and  burned  by  the  Sixteenth  Connecticut, 
located  about  three  miles  from  the  town,  which  when  reconstructed 
was  appropriately  designated  Camp  Phoenix.  The  infantry  force  at 
that  point  was  known  as  the  Third  Brigade  and  consisted  in  addition 
to  the  Twenty-third  of  the  Tenth  and  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire, 
Fourth  Rhode  Island  and  Ninth  New  Jersey,  and  was  commanded 
by  Colonel  Steere  of  the  Rhode  Island  regiment.  In  the  early  part 
of  March,  after  the  re-enlisted  men  had  returned  from  their  fur- 
lough, there  was  a  week  of  frequent  alarms  and  some  skirmishing 
occurred  about  the  outposts,  but  nothing  of  importance  transpired 
till  the  13th  of  April. 

On  that  day  Colonel  Elwell,  complying  with  a  special  order,  took 
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his  regiment  by  rail  to  Portsmouth,  embarked  on  the  steamer  John 
W.  I).  Pentz  and  convoyed  by  a  gun-boat  sailed  up  the  James  river, 
landing  next  morning  nine  miles  above  Smithfield  and  marching 
toward  the  town.  Three  miles  out  the  enemy  was  encountered  but 
•speedily  gave  way,  and  two  miles  further  on  was  found  in  a  stronger 
position,  but  again  driven  back.  Half  a  mile  beyond  a  hostile  force 
in  rear  of  a  mill-pond  disputed  the  further  advance  of  the  column, 
but  Captain  Raymond  with  a  platoon  of  Company  G  charged  across 
the  narrow  roadway  and  drove  out  the  foe,  capturing  a  few  prison- 
ers. Colonel  Elwcll  decided  to  press  the  expedition  no  further  and 
withdrew  the  column,  making  his  way  back  to  the  river  at  Fort 
Boy  kin,  closely  followed  by  the  Confederate  cavalry.  By  the  aid 
of  a  gun-boat,  the  regiment  was  taken  to  its  steamer  and  next  morn- 
ing returned  to  Portsmouth,  having  lost  five  wounded,  two  mortally, 
one  of  whom  was  captured  and  died  at  Libby  Prison. 

About  this  time  the  Army  of  the  James,  under  command  of  Gen- 
eral B.  F.  Butler,  was  organized,  being  composed  of  the  Tenth  and 
Eighteenth  Army  Corps.  General  Heckman's  command  was  known 
as  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighteenth  Corps,  and  was 
also  designated  as  the  Red  Star  Brigade.  It  consisted  of  the  Twenty- 
third,  Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  and  Ninth 
New  Jersey  Regiments.  On  the  26th  of  April  the  Twenty-third  em- 
barked on  transports  at  Portsmouth  and  were  taken  to  Yorktown, 
where  General  Butler  was  organizing  his  forces,  and  on  the  4th  of 
May  went  by  water  to  Fortress  Monroe.  The  fleet  having  gathered 
there,  set  sail  the  following  morning  and  ascended  the  James  river 
to  a  point  two  miles  above  City  Point,  where  debarkation  was  rapidly 
made.  Companies  B  and  II  of  the  Twenty-third  were  among  the 
first  on  shore,  deploying  as  skirmishers  and  advancing  some  two 
miles  inland  to  guard  against  surprise  from  the  enemy.  The  land- 
ing having  been  completed,  the  column  moved  forward  the  next 
morning  some  five  miles,  where  the  famous  line  of  intrenchments 
in  front  of  Bermuda  Hundred  was  begun.  That  afternoon  and 
again  the  following  day  the  regiment  went  forward,  feeling  the  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy,  but  taking  no  active  part  and  meeting  no  loss. 
These  were  the  engagements  known  as  Port  Walthal  Junction  or 
Marv  Dunn's  Farm,  but  on  the  9th  of  May  at  the  battle  of  Arrow- 
field  Church  or  Swift  Creek  the  Twenty-third  were  called  into  more 
active  service.    Setting  out  in  the  morning,  a  considerable  force 
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under  General  W.  F.  Smith,  of  which  the  Red  Star  Brigade  formed 
part,  followed  the  Richmond  road  toward  Petersburg  till  the  enemy 
was  encountered  in  considerable  force  near  Arrowfield  Church. 
General  Heck  man  was  ordered  to  dislodge  him,  and  formed  his  bri- 
gade in  two  lines,  the  Twenty-third  supporting  the  Twenty-fifth  on 
the  left  side  of  the  road.  As  the  brigade  advanced  it  met  a  sharp 
fire,  and  presently  the  Confederates  charged  the  front  line.  They 
were  met  by  a  well-delivered  volley  which  staggered  them,  and  a 
bayonet  charge  by  the  second  line  sent  them  back  to  their  works, 
in  front  of  which  the  men  of  Massachusetts  paused  as  night  was  at 
hand.  The  position  was  held  till  10  o'clock  next  day,  when  the 
Fortieth  Massachusetts  relieved  the  Twenty -third,  which  were 
ordered  to  the  rear  and  back  to  the  intrenchments,  to  guard  against 
a  rumored  attack.    The  loss  of  the  regiment  had  been  five  wounded. 

The  ill-fated  movement  toward  Richmond  which  ended  in  the 
disaster  of  Drewry's  Bluff  began  on  the  12th,  the  Army  of  the 
James  working  its  way  forward  almost  by  inches  till  it  occupied  the 
outer  line  of  Confederate  defenses  in  front  of  Drewry's  Bluff. 
Heck  man's  Brigade  occupied  the  extreme  Union  right,  in  single 
line,  with  still  an  unoccupied  space  of  more  than  a  mile  between 
its  unprotected  right  flank  and  the  river.  The  Ninth  New  Jersey 
were  on  the  extreme  flank  ;  with  the  Twenty-third,  the  Twenty- 
seventh  and  Twenty-fifth  continuing  the  line  to  the  left.  In  this 
position,  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  in  a  very  dense  fog,  the  Con- 
federates in  heavy  force  assaulted  the  weak  line.  Their  front  at- 
tacks were  repeatedly  repulsed,  till  a  brigade  of  Alabamians  passed 
around  the  flank  and  came  up  in  the  rear  of  Ileckman's  command. 
Further  resistance  in  that  position  was  then  out  of  the  question, 
and  the  fragments  of  the  regiment  which  could  be  extricated  were 
taken  to  the  rear  and  a  new  line  formed  under  the  direction  of  Gen- 
eral Smith,  the  corps  commander.  Finally  the  success  of  the  enemy 
was  stayed,  but  the  decimation  of  the  Star  Brigade  had  been  terri- 
ble. Out  of  about  220  taken  into  action,  the  Twenty-third  had  13 
killed,  20  were  reported  wounded,  ten  of  them  fatally,  and  f>l  others 
were  captured,  37  of  whom  died  in  prison.  Among  the  mortally 
wounded  were  Lieutenant  Colonel  Chambers,  who  commanded  the 
regiment  on  that  day,  and  First  Lieutenant  Richard  I\  Wheeler  of 
Salem,  who  was  serving  on  General  Ileckman's  start".  General 
Heckman  himself  was  among  the  captured. 
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of  the  James  toward  Richmond,  and  it  at  once  retired  to  the  strong 
line  of  defenses  at  Bermuda  Hundred.  Some  ten  days  were  passed 
there  in  strengthening  the  fortifications  and  on  picket  duty,  when 
the  Twenty-third  with  its  brigade,  to  which  the  Fifty-fifth  Pennsyl- 
vania was  attached,  formed  part  of  the  provisional  corps  detached 
for  the  reinforcement  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  It  marched 
to  City  Point  on  the  28th,  embarked  on  transports  the  following 
morning  and  sailed  to  White  House  on  the  Pamunkey.  Eight  com- 
panies landed  there  on  the  31st  and  at  once  took  up  the  march  as 
directed,  reaching  New  Castle  Ferry  the  following  forenoon  only  to 
find  that  by  a  blunder  they  had  been  sent  there  when  they  should 
have  gone  to  New  Cold  Harbor.  The  error  could  only  be  rectified 
by  another  march  through  the  broiling  sun,  and  it  was  late  in  the 
afternoon  when  the  corps,  in  conjunction  with  the  Sixth,  found  itself 
in  line  of  battle  confronting  the  enemy  at  Cold  Harbor.  At  first 
the  Twenty-third  supported  the  Fifty-fifth  in  a  charge,  then  occupied 
rifle-pits  further  to  the  right  for  24  hours,  and  during  the  night  of 
the  2d  of  June  were  deployed  along  a  road  guarding  communica- 
tion with  the  Fifth  Corps. 

Early  the  following  morning  the  regiment  returned  to  its  former 
position  and  at  once  moved  to  the  left  and  joined  in  the  general  as- 
sault on  the  Confederate  lines.  The  brigade  was  massed  by  divis- 
ions, the  Twenty-third  being  the  third  regiment  in  the  column,  and 
under  the  efficient  command  of  General  George  J.  Stannard  ad- 
vanced heroically  until  close  to  the  enemy's  line ;  but  it  was  impos- 
sible to  reach  their  works,  and  the  shattered  command  finally  de- 
sisted, the  Twenty -third  having  lost  five  killed,  40  wounded — four 
mortally,  and  two  captured.  Among  the  wounded  were  Major 
Brewster  and  Adjutant  Sherman.  General  Stannard  was  also 
struck,  and  every  member  of  his  staff  was  killed  or  wounded.  Six 
companies  only  of  the  regiment  had  part  in  the  charge,  but  the 
others  soon  joined  the  command  and  served  with  it  till  evening  of 
the  12th,  when  the  trenches  were  quitted  and  the  corps  marched 
toward  the  transports  at  Wnite  House. 

For  a  few  days  after  landing  at  Point  of  Rocks  the  regiment  was 
attached  to  a  provisional  brigade  under  Colonel  Barton,  taking  part 
on  the  18th  in  a  movement  to  cut  communication  between  Richmond 
and  Petersburg,  but  without  casualty,  and  on  the  20th  was  ordered 
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back  to  the  Star  Brigade,  which  next  day  crossed  the  Appomattox 
and  took  position  in  the  trenches  before  Petersburg.  There  the 
regiment  remained  till  the  25th  of  August,  dividing  its  time  between 
the  front  line  and  those  further  to  the  rear,  all  of  which  were  un- 
comfortable and  dangerous  enough,  having  during  the  time  six  men 
killed  and  ten  wounded  by  sharp-shooters,  and  two  captured.  It 
then  recrossed  the  Appomattox  to  the  Bermuda  Hundred  lines, 
where  it  remained  for  more  than  a  week,  being  on  the  4th  of  Septem- 
ber ordered  to  the  landing  en  route  for  Newbern,  where  it  arrived 
on  the  10th  and  relieved  troops  of  the  Ninth  Vermont  Regiment. 
Four  companies  were  stationed  at  Evans  Mills,  two  at  Croatan  Sta- 
tion and  two  at  Fort  Spinolaon  the  Neuse  river,  while  the  remainder 
encamped  near  by,  the  location  being  designated  as  Camp  Cham- 
bers, in  honor  of  the  late  lieutenant  colonel.  On  the  journey  to 
Newbern  ten  men  were  left  behind  at  Norfolk,  who  in  attempting  to 
follow  next  day  by  the  Chesapeake  and  Albemarle  canal  were  lired 
upon  by  bushwackers,  one  being  killed  and  another  severely  wounded, 
while  the  remainder  were  made  prisoners.  In  addition  to  this  loss, 
one  man  was  drowned  from  the  steamer  transporting  the  regiment. 

Numerous  changes  occurred  in  the  list  of  officers  during  the 
period  now  under  consideration.  Chaplain  Clark,  who  had  resigned 
some  time  before,  was  succeeded  during  May  by  Lewis  L.  Record  of 
Gloucester.  Captain  Raymond,  who  had  been  in  command  of  the 
regiment  most  of  the  time  since  Cold  Harbor,  was  promoted  late  in 
August  to  the  lieutenant  colonelcy.  Colonel  El  well  was  discharged 
for  disability  on  the  20th  of  September.  Two  days  later,  the  original 
term  of  enlistment  of  the  regiment  being  about  to  expire,  those  who 
had  not  re-enlisted  were  ordered  to  Sfassachusetts,  where  they  were 
mustered  out  October  13.  It  was  at  first  intended  to  consolidate 
the  recruits  and  re-enlisted  men  into  a  battalion  of  three  companies, 
and  orders  to  that  effect  were  issued  by  General  Harland,  command- 
ing the  brigade,  but  this  was  afterward  countermanded  and  the 
organization  of  ten  companies  continued,  retaining  the  regimental 
name.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Raymond  commanded,  his  staff  com- 
prising Surgeon  Samuel  C.  Whittierof  Boston, Quartermaster  Henry 
B.  Peirce  of  Abiugton,  and  the  chaplain  ;  the  line  officers  consisted 
of  two  captains  and  four  first  lieutenants. 

The  autumn  and  winter  passed  quietly,  the  Twenty-third  not  being 
called  into  active  service  ;  but  it  met  a  more  dreaded  foe  in  the 
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yellow  fever  which  prevailed  at  Newborn  during  the  fall.  At  least 
14  members  of  the  regiment,  and  perhaps  more,  died  from  the  dis- 
ease. The  approach  of  Sherman's  army  through  the  Carolinas,and 
the  opening  of  lines  of  communication  from  Morehead  City  via 
Newbern  and  Kinston  to  Goldsboro,  called  the  troops  in  that  vicin- 
ity into  the  field  early  in  March,  1865,  for  the  final  operations  of 
the  war.  On  the  7th,  Palmer's  division  marched  toward  Kinston, 
and  that  evening  found  the  Twenty-third  in  position  at  the  extreme 
right  of  the  Union  line  of  battle,  the  enemy  in  strong  force  having 
been  encountered  three  miles  from  Kinston.  The  regiment  was 
separated  from  the  rest  of  the  line  by  a  swamp,  and  when  the  left 
was  broken  and  forced  back,  by  the  fierce  Confederate  attack  on  the 
8th,  Colonel  Raymond  failed  for  some  time  to  receive  the  order  to 
retire  and  maintained  his  position,  being  reinforced  by  a  battalion 
of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  though  his  command 
was  greatly  outnumbered.  After  the  line  had  been  re  established 
the  regiment  moved  to  the  left  and  then  back  to  its  former  position, 
rendering  valuable  assistance  in  repulsing  the  repeated  attacks  by 
the  enemy,  and  after  the  latter  were  finally  defeated  marched  into 
Kinston  where  it  was  detailed  to  guard  the  railroad  bridge  over  the 
Ncuse.  Its  loss  in  the  battle  was  three  killed  and  ten  wounded  of 
the  regiment  proper,  and  about  an  equal  number  from  detachments 
serving  with  it. 

It  remained  on  duty  at  Kinston  till  the  2d  of  May,  when  it  was 
ordered  to  Newbern  to  take  charge  of  Camp  Distribution,  relieving 
a  small  force  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts,  and  a  few  days 
later,  the  camp  being  practically  broken  up,  was  transferred  to  New- 
bern as  provost  guard,  Colonel  Raymond  being  provost  marshal. 
This  line  of  duty  continued  till  the  15th  of  June,  when  the  final 
muster  rolls  were  made,  and  on  the  25th  the  regiment  was  mustered 
out  of  the  United  States  service  by  Captain  J.  D.  Parker.  It  went 
the  same  day  by  rail  to  Morehead  City  and  took  the  steamer  General 
Meigs  to  New  York,  thence  by  steamer  to  New  Haven  and  by  rail  to 
Boston,  where  it  arrived  June  20.  It  went  into  camp  at  Readville 
till  the  12th  of  July,  when  the  members  were  paid  and  discharged. 
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THE  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  was  known  as  the  New  England 
Guards  Regiment,  from  the  fact  of  its  having  been  consider- 
ably an  outgrowth  of  the  Fourth  or  New  England  Guards 
Battalion  of  the  state  militia,  which  furnished  most  of  the  officers 
of  the  regiment,  its  Major  Stevenson  naturally  being  made  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  new  organization.  The  rendezvous  was  at 
Camp  Massasoit,  Readville,  where  the  recruits  were  mustered  from 
time  to  time,  beginning  early  in  September,  1861.  The  line  officers 
were  commissioned  September  2,  the  field  and  staff  two  or  three 
days  sooner.  The  officers  were  from  Boston  except  when  otherwise 
designated  in  the  following  roster: — 

Colonel,  Thomas  G.  Stevenson  ;  lieutenant  colonel,  Francis  A. 
Osborn  ;  major,  Robert  H.  Stevenson;  surgeon,  Samuel  A.  Green; 
assistant  surgeon,  Hall  Curtis;  chaplain,  W.  R.  G.  Mellon  of  Glouces- 
ter; adjutant,  John  F.  Anderson;  quartermaster,  William  Vincent 
Hutchings  of  Gloucester;  sergeant  major,  Frank  W.  Loring;  quarter- 
master sergeant,  James  Thompson;  commissary  sergeant,  Parmenas 
E.  Wheeler;  hospital  steward,  John  H.  McGregor;  leader  of  band, 
Patrick  S.  Gilmore. 

Company  A — Captain,  William  F.  Redding  of  East  Boston;  first 
lieutenant,  James  H.  Turner  of  Medford;  second  lieutenant,  Horatio 
D.  Jarves. 

Company  B— Captain,  George  F.  Austin;  first  lieutenant,  George 
W.  Gardner,  both  of  Salem;  second  lieutenant,  Deniing  Jarves,  Jr. 

Company  C — Captain,  William  Pratt ;  first  lieutenant,  James  B. 
Bell  of  Cambridge;  second  lieutenant,  Nathaniel  S.  Barstow. 

Company  D — Captain,  John  T.  Prince,  Jr.;  first  lieutenant,  John 
N\  Partridge;  second  lieutenant,  Thomas  M.  Sweet. 

Company  E — Captain,  Charles  IT.  Hooper;  first  lieutenant,  Charles 
A.  Folsom;  second  lieutenant,  Daniel  T.  Sargent. 

Company  F — Captain,  Robert  F.  Clark;  first  lieutenant,  Charles  B. 
Amory  of  Jamaica  Plain;  second  lieutenant,  John  C.  Jones,  Jr.,  of 
Jamaica  Plain- 
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Company  G — Captain,  Edward  C.  Richardson;  first  lieutenant 
Albert  Ordway  of  Dorchester;  second  lieutenant,  James  M.  Barnard. 

Company  II — Captain,  John  Daland  ;  first  lieutenant,  James  B. 
Nichols,  both  of  Salem;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  G.  Ward  of  Grafton. 

Company  I— Captain,  J.  Lewis  Stackpole  of  Cambridge:  first  lieu- 
tenant, James  A.  Perkins;  second  lieutenant,  William  L.  Horton. 

Company  K — Captain,  J.  Crosby  Maker;  first  lieutenant,  Mason  A. 
Rea;  second  lieutenant,  Thomas  F.  Edmands. 

The  regiment  remained  in  camp  till  the  9th  of  December,  when 
it  set  forth  under  directions  to  report  to  General  Burnside  at  An- 
napolis.   On  reaching  that  city  it  was  attached  to  the  First  Brigade, 
commanded  by  General  J.  G.  Foster,  for  whom  its  camp  was  named. 
The  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  were  the  Twenty-third,  Twenty- 
fifth  and  Twenty-Seventh  Massachusetts  and  Tenth  Connecticut. 
It  remained  at  Camp  Foster  till  the  6th  of  January,  186*2,  when 
it  went  on  board  transports  and  on  the  9th  sailed  with  the  rest  of 
the  expedition  under  General  Burnside.    The  Twenty-fourth  ex- 
perienced its  full  share  of  suffering  from  the  storms  which  de- 
layed the  expedition  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  where  it  was  exposed  from 
the  13th  of  January  till  the  5th  of  February.    It  became  necessary 
to  land  part  of  the  regiment  so  that  the  vessel  could  be  got  over 
the  "swash"  at  the  Inlet,  and  uncomfortable  as  was  the  position  of 
those  on  board,  the  detachment  on  shore  fared  even  worse.  Soon 
after  their  landing  a  gale  arose  which  continued  for  six  days,  de- 
molishing tents,  drenching  and  chilling  the  men  and  exposing  them 
to  many  dangers,  as  well  as  causing  great  suffering  for  the  want  of 
food.    The  soldiers  being  once  more  aboard  and  the  fleet  within  the 
sound,  sail  was  made  for  Roanoke  Island,  where  they  landed  and  a 
battle  was  fought  on  the  morning  of  the  8th.    The  steamer  Admiral 
having  the  Twenty-fourth  aboard  got  aground  oh  the  afternoon  of 
the  7th  so  that  it  was  necessary  next  morning  to  transfer  the  regi- 
ment to  the  steamers  Union  and  Eagle  for  landing — Company  C 
having  been  detailed  for  service  on  the  gun-boat  A'idette,  where  it 
remained  during  the  battle.    The  main  body  of  the  regiment, 
through  the  accident  to  its  transport,  was  thus  unable  to  reach  the 
scene  of  the  action  till  just  before  the  capture  of  the  Confederate 
works.    Colonel  Stevenson  with  seven  companies  had  hurried  for- 
ward on  landing  without  waiting  for  two  companies  under  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Osborn  on  the  Eagle,  and  after  the  capture  was  orderetl 
by  General  Foster  to  take  the  advance  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy 
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toward  their  camp  at  the  north  end  of  the  island.  General  Foster 
accompanied  the  regiment,  and  on  nearing  the  camp  was  met  by  a 
flag  of  truce  asking  a  suspension  of  hostilities.  Unconditional  sur- 
render was  demanded  and  Major  Stevenson  was  sent  forward  to 
bring  back  the  answer.  The  Confederates  agreeing  to  capitulate, 
two  companies  were  detached  to  scour  the  shore  and  pick  up  fugi- 
tives attempting  to  escape,  while  the  remaining  companies  pushed 
directlv  forward  to  receive  the  surrender,  which  was  dulv  made  to 
Colonel  Stevenson.  The  detailed  companies  also  brought  in  about 
170  prisoners  captured  from  boats  and  in  the  woods.  The  force 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Osborn,  after  assisting  during  the  day  in 
bringing  up  ammunition  from  the  landing,  joined  the  main  body  in 
the  evening. 

The  regiment  remained  on  the  island  till  the  11th  of  March,  a 
detachment  of  three  companies  going  on  an  eventless  expedition  to 
Columbia,  X.  C,  on  the  8th  and  0th  of  that  month.    It  then  went 
aboard  the  transports  Guide  and  Vedette  and  joined  the  movement 
against  Newborn.    Ascending  the  Neuse  river  to  Slocum's  Creek,  a 
landing  was  made  there  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  and  the  ad- 
vance toward  Newbern,  18  miles  distant,  wos  at  once  begun.  On 
reaching  the  railroad  the  Twenty-fourth  took  the  lead  and  pressed 
forward  till  near  the  hostile  works,  five  or  six  miles  from  the  city, 
when  with  four  companies  thrown  forward  on  picket  the  regiment 
halted  for  the  night.    A  rain-storm  which  prevailed  not  only  made 
the  roads  very  difficult  but  sadly  interfered  with  the  usefulness  of 
the  muskets  of  the  command  when  the  engagement  opened  next 
morning.    The  Confederate  cavalry  appearing  with  daylight,  they 
were  fired  upon  and  the  advance  of  the  Union  troops  immediately 
began.    On  coming  in  sight  of  the  intrenchments,  Colonel  Stevenson 
formed  his  regiment  on  the  right  of  the  road  in  line  of  battle,  took 
position  in  the  edge  of  the  clearing  facing  the  works  and  opened 
fire.     This  continued  for  some  two  hours,  the  line  holding  its  posi- 
tion without  shrinking,  though  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  front  and 
an  artillery  fire  from  the  flank.    Then  an  advance  was  ordered  and 
the  regiment  was  soon  inside  the  works  which  the  Confederates  had 
practically  abandoned  at  the  Federal  approach.    The  loss  of  the 
Twenty-fourth  had  been  ten  killed  and  45  wounded.    On  gaining 
the  works  Company  B  was  detailed  as  a  garrison,  the  rest  of  the 
iviriineiit  pushing  on  to  the  Trent  river,  across  which  it  was  ferried, 
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taking  possession  of  the  Confederate  camp  on  the  Fair  Grounds 
near  the  city,  which  was  rechristened  Camp  Lee,  in  honor  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Lee  of  Governor  Andrew's  staff. 

Four  companies  made  a  reconnaissance  toward  Beaufort  on  the 
18th,  and  the  followingVlay  the  regiment  sailed  for  Little  Washing- 
ton, reaching  there  on  the  20th,  when  three  companies  landed  and 
took  possession  of  the  town,  raising  the  Stars  and  Stripes  over  the 
court-house.  The  return  to  Newborn  was  made  on  the  22d,  and 
three  days  later  six  companies  set  out  on  an  expedition  up  the  Ncuse, 
which  was  rendered  fruitless  by  the  difficult  navigation.  During 
most  of  the  month  of  April  the  regiment  was  stationed  five  or  six 
miles  from  the  city  on  the  Neuse  road  as  an  outpost,  and  after  re- 
turning to  the  old  camp  one  company  was  sent  on  the  1st  of  May 
to  Little  Washington,  where  an  attempt  was  being  made  to  organize 
a  regiment  of  loyal  North  Carolinians.  This  company  was  rein- 
forced by  two  others  on  the  12th,  and  the  balance  of  the  regiment 
followed  on  the  3d  of  June,  reaching  the  town  at  night  of  the  4th. 
A  force  of  Confederates  under  Colonel  Singlctary  was  threatening 
the  town  by  way  of  the  Greenville  road,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
5th  Lieutenant  Colonel  Osborn  with  eight  companies  of  his  regi- 
ment, one  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry  and  a  section  of  artillery 
set  out  to  deliver  an  attack  before  the  enemy  should  be  aware  of 
the  reinforcements  having  arrived  at  Washington.  Singletary's 
force  was  found  at  Tranter's  Creek,  some  nine  miles  out,  advantage- 
ously posted  on  the  other  side  of  the  stream  with  the  bridire  torn 
up.  The  Union  infantry  and  artillery  were  at  once  brought  into 
action,  taking  a  position  at  short  range  of  the  almost  unseen  enemy, 
and  within  half  an  hour,  though  the  location  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
was  unfavorable  for  efficient  firing,  the  Confederates  had  been  driven 
from  their  position.  The  regiment  returned  to  its  quarters  at 
Washington  that  evening,  having  lost  in  the  operations  of  the  day 
six  killed  and  six  wounded. 

Previous  to  this,  a  reorganization  had  been  made  of  the  troops  in 
the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  by  which  General  Foster  became 
commander  of  a  division,  known  r.s  the  First,  composed  of  two  bri- 
gades of  three  regiments  each.  The  Second  Brigade,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Stevenson,  consisted  of  his  own  regiment,  with  the  Tenth 
Connecticut  and  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts.  The  Twenty-fourth 
remained  at  Washington  till  the  close  of  the  month,  when  they  were 
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ordered  back  to  Newborn,  arriving  there  on  the  30th,  but  an  intended 
advance  into  the  interior  was  abandoned  on  account  of  the  disaster 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  on  the  Peninsula,  by  which  General 
Burnside  with  a  large  part  of  his  command  was  summoned  to 
another  field  of  operation.  On  the  8th  of  July  Companies  B  and  D 
were  ordered  back  to  Washington,  remaining  there  till  the  12th  of 
October,  when  they  returned  to  Newborn,  having  taken  part  in  the 
defense  of  Washington  on  the  6th,  losing  one  man  killed  and  five 
wounded,  but  repulsing  the  enemy.  Meanwhile  the  main  body  of  the 
regiment,  seven  companies,  accompanied  by  artillery,  the  whole 
under  command  of  Colonel  Stevenson,  proceeded  on  the  13th  of 
August  by  seven  light  draft  steamers  to  Bogue  Inlet,  where  two  salt 
works  of  some  importance  were  destroyed,  without  casualty  on  the 
part  of  the  expedition. 

The  regiment  was  again  ordered  to  Little  Washington  on  the  30th 
of  October,  where  a  force  was  gathering  for  an  expedition  inland, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  November  the  column  started 
across  country  toward  Williamston  on  the  Roanoke  river.  There  was 
some  sharp  skirmishing  toward  evening,  and  more  during  the  night, 
in  which  the  Twenty-fourth  had  one  man  killed,  but  the  advance 
was  not  seriously  delayed.  Williamston  was  reached  next  day,  and 
on  the  4th  the  deserted  works  below  Hamilton,  some  miles  further 
up  the  river,  were  entered.  The  column  then  turned  across  country 
toward  Tarboro  on  the  Tar  river,  making  one  day's  march,  after 
which  it  countermarched  back  over  the  route  as  far  as  Williamston, 
going  thence  to  Plymouth,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke,  where 
the  Twenty-fourth  took  transportation  for  Newborn,  arriving  there 
on  the  11th.  Companies  C  and  H  had  remained  on  picket  duty 
near  Newbern  during  the  absence  of  the  rest  of  the  regiment,  and 
on  the  night  of  the  11th  Company  H,  stationed  at  Batchelder's 
Creek,  were  attacked,  the  outposts  driven  in  and  one  man  killed  and 
one  wounded.  But  the  determined  resistance  of  the  reserve  resulted 
in  the  retreat  of  the  attacking  force,  and  on  the  15th  the  post  was 
strengthened  by  the  addition  of  the  eight  companies  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  recently  returned  from  Washington.  A  reconnaissance  was 
made  across  the  creek  a  few  days  later,  driving  the  enemy's  out- 
posts across  Core  creek,  beyond  which  no  event  of  moment  occurred 
till  the  Goldsboro  expedition. 

Many  regiments  of  nine-months'  troops  had  now  arrived  in  the 
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department,  and  the  brigades  were  enlarged  and  reorganized,  so  that 
Stevenson's  at  the  time  of  the  expedition  consisted  in  addition  to 
the  Twenty-fourth  of  the  Eighth  and  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts, 
Fifth  Rhode  Island  and  Tenth  Connecticut.  The  Goldsboro  ex- 
pedition started  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  December,  and  so 
far  as  the  part  taken  in  it  by  the  Twenty-fourth  is  concerned  it  will 
be  necessary  only  to  record  that  it  fought  the  battle  of  Kinston  on 
the  14th,  the  regiment  being  in  support  of  Belgers  Battery,  not 
actively  engaged  and  suffering  no  casualties.  It  was  ordered  in 
pursuit  of  the  retreating  Confederates,  but  that  was  soon  relinquished 
and  the  march  contined.  At  Whitehall  on  the  16th  au  engagement 
was  fought  across  the  river,  the  regiment  again  in  support  of  the 
battery,  having  one  man  killed  and  several  wounded,  most  of  the 
latter  slightly.  At  Goldsboro  next  day,  though  there  was  some 
serious  fighting,  the  Twenty-fourth  were  not  engaged,  and  the  rail- 
road bridge  there  having  been  destroyed,  the  column  started  for 
home,  reaching  the  camps  about  Newbern  on  the  evening  of  the 
20th,  having  on  that  day  made  a  march  of  30  miles. 

A  portion  of  the  North  .Carolina  force  was  now  selected  for  ope- 
rations looking  to  the  reduction  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  S.  C, 
under  direction  of  General  David  Hunter,  commanding  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  South,  and  among  the  regiments  selected  was  the 
Twenty-fourth,  which  was  kept  in  a  state  of  readiness  till  January 
22, 1863.  Then  the  long-awaited  orders  came,  eight  companies  were 
at  once  hurried  aboard  cars  and  set  off  for  Morehead  City,  where 
next  day  they  were  embarked  for  the  new  destination.  The  detached 
companies  arrived  on  the  26th,  and  three  days  later  the  fleet  sailed. 
Six  companies  on  the  steamer  Guide  reached  Port  Royal  on  the 
31st,  and  the  four  companies  aboard  the  schooner  Highlander  arrived 
on  the  3d  of  February,  landing  six  days  later  on  St.  Helena  Island. 
The  regiment  remained  encamped  on  the  island  without  incident 
of  note  till  near  the  close  of  March.  There  were  numerous  changes 
in  the  composition  of  brigades  and  other  commands  during  this 
time.  The  March  report  shows  the  regiment  to  have  been  a  part  of 
the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Detachment  Eighteenth  Army 
Corps;  brigaded  with  it  were  the  Tenth  Connecticut  Fifty-second 
and  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Pennsylvania,  the  acting  brigadier 
being  Colonel  W.  W.  II.  Davis  of  the  last  named  regiment.  Gen- 
eral Orris  S.  Ferry  commanded  the  division.    Colonel  Stevenson 
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having  been  promoted  to  brigadier  general  dating  from  the  26th  of 
December  previous,  the  roster  of  the  field  officers  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  had  been  changed  by  the  advancement  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Osborn  and  Major  Stevenson  to  colonel  and  lieutenant  colonel  re- 
spectively, Captain  Charles  H.  Hooper  being  commissioned  major. 

The  regiment  was  transferred  on  the  '27th  of  March  to  Seabrook 
Island,  Edisto  Inlet.    Three  months  of  severe  and  monotonous 
picket  and  fatigue  duty  followed,  the  force  on  the  island,  commanded 
by  General  Stevenson,  consisting  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachu- 
setts, Tenth  Connecticut,  Fifty-sixtl\  New  York  and  Ninety-seventh 
Pennsylvania.    On  the  6th  of  July  at  night,  leaving  four  companies 
on  the  island  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stevenson, 
Colonel  Osborn  with  six  companies  embarked  and  landed  next 
dav  on  St.  Helena  Island,  but  had  rested  on  shore  onlv  a  few 
hours  when  they  returned  to  the  transport,  landed  again  and 
on  the  following  afternoon  re-embarked,  finally  landing  on  James 
Island  on  the  morning  of  the  10th.    There  a  week  was  passed, 
an  engagement  taking  place  on  the  16th  in  which  the  loss  of 
the  regiment  was  one  mortally  wounded,  the  fighting  being  prin- 
cipally with  artillery.    At  night  of  the  17th  the  command  was 
withdrawn  to  Morris  Island,  in  anticipation  of  the  attack  to  be 
made  on  Fort  Wagner  the  following  day.    The  Twenty-fourth 
took  no  active  part  in  that  assault,  and  after  the  sad  night  which 
witnessed  the  vain  struggle  remained  as  part  of  the  force  engaged 
in  the  siege  operations  against  the  fortr  being  joined  on  the  21st  by 
the  four  companies  from  Seabrook.    After  more  than  a  month  of 
very  trying  labor  in  the  trenches,  Colonel  Osborn  with  a  portion  of 
his  regiment  was  selected  on  the  26th  of  August  to  attempt  the 
capture  of  some  Confederate  rifle-pits  on  an  elevation  in  front  of 
the  fourth  parallel  of  the  besiegers.    The  sortie  was  made  late  in 
the  afternoon  and  was  entirely  successful ;  some  200  men  dashed 
across  to  the  hostile  works,  capturing  nearly  every  one  of  the  oc- 
cupants.   The  rest  of  the  regiment  quickly  followed  with  shovels, 
and  the  whole  force  set  desperately  to  work  intrenching  the  position, 
-which  subsequently  became  the  fifth  parallel.    As  soon  as  the  enemy 
comprehended  what  was  being  done  a  heavy  fire  of  case  and  can- 
ister was  opened,  by  which  three  were  killed,  including  First  Lieu- 
tenant James  A.  Perkins,  and  five  wounded.    The  regiment  was  re- 
lieved during  the  night  by  the  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania. 
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The  health  of  the  command  had  suffered  greatly  during  the  summer, 
especially  in  the  case  of  those  companies  which  had  remained  long- 
est on  Seabrook  Island.  The  malarial  poison,  exposure  and  severe 
duty  combined  to  place  more  than  half  of  the  entire  number  in  the 
Twenty-fourth  Regiment  on  the  sick  list.  But  those  who  were  able 
to  do  so  continued  to  meet  the  exacting  duties  of  the  siege,  and  when 
the  parallels  had  been  carried  up  to  and  into  the  ditch  of  Fort  Wag- 
ner, on  the  night  of  the  6th  of  September,  the  regiment  was  selected 
to  lead  the  assault  at  the  rear  of  the  fort.  The  column  had  been 
formed  when  the  discovery  was  made  that  Wagner  was  evacuated. 
Being  thus  relieved  from  a  desperate  duty,  the  regiment  was  on  the 
8th  selected  for  another  even  more  hazardous,  being  detailed  with 
the  Tenth  Connecticut,  both  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Osborn, 
to  attempt  the  capture  of  Fort  Sumter.  The  command  being  em- 
barked in  small  boats  with  much  difficulty  was  delayed,  so  that  the 
navy  made  an  attempt  before  the  land  troops  could  be  got  ready. 
The  result  showed  the  fort  still  strong  for  defense,  and  the  project 
was  abandoned.  The  health  of  the  regiment  rapidly  grew  worse, 
so  that  before  the  close  of  the  month  it  reported  390  sick  and  but 
280  for  duty.  General  Gillmore,  the  department  commander,  there- 
fore ordered  its  transfer  to  a  more  favorable-  location ;  it  sailed  on 
the  30th,  and  October  3  landed  at  St.  Augustine,  Fla.  Colonel 
Osborn  took  command  of  the  post,  placing  the  regiment  in  charge  of 
Major  Hooper — Lieutenant  Colonel  Stevenson  having  some  months 
before  been  detailed  on  conscript  duty  in  Massachusetts. 

While  three  of  the  companies  garrisoned  Fort  Marion,  the  others 
were  quartered  in  the  barracks,  and  the  improvement  in  health  was 
rapid.  The  winter  passed  without  any  event  of  military  importance ; 
there  was  an  occasional  excursion  into  the  region  roundabout,  and 
on  the  30th  of  December  a  party  of  wood-choppers  were  lired  upon 
by  an  ambuscade  of  Confederate  cavalry.  Second  Lieutenant  Oliver 
H.  Walker  of  Boston,  in  charge  of  the  party,  was  mortally  wounded, 
dying  the  3d  of  January  following,  while  three  men  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth,  with  a  much  larger  nnmbcr  from  the  Tenth  Connecticut, 
were  captured.  During  the  winter  415  members  of  the  regiment 
enlisted  for  an  additional  three  years,  and  on  the  13th  of  February, 
1804,  sailed  for  Massachusetts  for  a  furlough  of  30  days.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  regiment  was  transferred  on  the  18th  to  Jackson- 
ville, Fla.,  where  it  performed  provost  duty  till  the  24th  of  April, 
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Colonel  Osborn  being  there  also  in  command  of  the  post.  Leaving 
Jacksonville  by  transport,  that  part  of  the  regiment  landed  at 
Gloucester  Point,  opposite  Yorktown,  Va.,  on  the  1st  of  May,  where 
the  re-enlisted  portion  was  joined  and  the  Twenty-fourth  became 
part  of  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division, Tenth  Corps;  Colonel  II. 
M.  Plaisted  of  the  Eleventh  Maine  commanded  the  brigade,  General 
Alfred  H.  Terry  the  division  and  General  Gillmore  the  corps.  The 
regiments  brigaded  with  the  Twenty-fourth  were  the  Tenth  Con- 
necticut, Eleventh  Maine  and  One  Hundredth  New  York. 

The  Army  of  the  James,  under  command  of  General  Butler,  em- 
barked on  the  4th  of  May  and  two  days  later  landed  at  Bermuda 
Hundred,  which  had  been  chosen  as  the  base  of  operations.  The 
Twenty-fourth  took  part  next  day  in  the  movement  under  General 
Brooks  directed  against  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  railroad,  but 
were  not  engaged,  and  moved  on  the  12th  with  the  rest  of  the  army 
toward  Richmond.  There  was  fighting  on  the  13th  and  14th  in 
which  the  regiment  took  part  with  some  loss,  but  it  sufYered  most 
on  the  16th  in  the  battle  of  Drewrv's  Bluff  when  it  assisted  in  re- 
pulsing  the  repeated  attacks  of  the  Confederates,  moving  back  at 
one  time  to  take  a  new  position,  owing  to  the  disaster  to  the  Union 
right  and  then  valiantly  holding  on  through  the  rest  of  the  day  till 
night,  when  General  Butler  withdrew  to  his  fortifications  at  Ber- 
muda Hundred.  In  the  series  of  engagements  the  Twenty-fourth 
lost  First  Lieutenants  Mason  A.  Rea  and  Charles  G.  Ward  and 
Second  Lieutenant  Edgar  Clough  of  Boston  killed ;  the  total  loss 
to  the  regiment  being  eight  killed,  43  wounded  and  seven  missing. 
First  Lieutenant  Nathaniel  S.  Barstow  of  Boston  died  of  disease  on 
the  22d. 

For  a  month  the  Army  of  the  James  was  practically  besieged  in 
its  strong  position  by  the  Confederates  under  General  Beauregard, 
but  when  the  latter  was  called  on  to  send  troops  for  the  defense  of 
Petersburg  againt  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  he  abandoned  the  lines 
in  front  of  Bermuda  Hundred.  This  enabled  some  of  General  But- 
ler's forces  on  the  16th  of  June  to  reach  the  Petersburg  railroad 
and  destroy  a  part  of  it,  the  Twenty-fourth  sharing  in  the  movement. 
While  the  regiment  remained  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Stevenson  resigned  his  commission  and  Major  Hooper  was 
promoted  to  the  vacancy  June  1,  Captain  Richardson  being  made 
major.    During  this  time  there  had  been  numerous  skirmishes  on 
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and  near  the  picket  lines,  in  which  the  men  of  the  regiment  had 
borne  their  due  part,  losing  one  killed  and  ten  wounded.  The  bri- 
gade was  thrown  to  the  north  bank  of  the  James  river  on  the  20th 
of  June,  taking  position  at  Deep  Bottom,  where  it  remained  some 
two  months,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hooper  being  taken  prisoner  on 
the  picket  line  July  27. 

A  portion  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  sent  to  the  north  side 
of  the  James  about  the  middle  of  August,  and  in  connection  with 
their  movement  a  series  of  attacks  were  made  on  the  enemy's  lines 
in  front  of  Deep  Bottom.  On  the  14th  a  charge  was  made  by  which 
some  ground  was  gained,  and  a  more  general  engagement  was  fought 
on  the  16th,  in  which  the  regiment  suffered  heavy  loss,  having  two 
killed  on  the  1.4th,  17  on  the  16th,  and  altogether  93  wounded  and 
12  missing.  Second  Lieutenant  Jesse  S.  Williams  of  Roxbury  was 
killed  on  the  16th,  and  Second  Lieutenant  William  Thome  of 
Gloucester  died  on  the  20th  from  wounds.  On  the  latter  date  the 
regiment  returned  to  its  camp  at  Deep  Bottom.  Colonel  Osborn 
being  temporarily  in  command  of  a  brigade  in  another  division,  the 
regiment  was  commanded  on  the  14th  by  Captain  Maker,  and  sub- 
sequently by  Captain  George  W.  Gardner.  The  James  was  re- 
crossed  and  the  old  camp  at  Bermuda  Hundred  again  occupied  on 
the  2oth,but  it  was  only  for  a  day,  when  the  Tenth  Corps  moved  to 
the  front  of  Petersburg  and  occupied  a  portion  of  the  lines.  There 
the  regiment  remained  for  a  month,  constantly  under  fire,  from 
which  a  loss  was  sustained  of  three  killed  and  a  number  wounded. 

Colonel  Osborn  returned  to  the  command  of  his  regiment  on  the 
25th  of  September,  being  the  only  field  officer  who  had  been  pres- 
ent with  it  for  duty  since  the  capture  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hooper. 
Major  Richardson  had  been  discharged  for  disability  on  the  23d,  and 
the  vacancy  was  filled  later  by  the  promotion  of  Captain  Ordway. 
Another  movement  of  the  Army  of  the  James  to  the  north  side  of 
the  James  river  bciran  the  28th,  in  connection  with  a  similar  move- 
ment to  the  left  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  Twenty-fourth 
with  its  division  moving  by  the  Darbytown  road  toward  Richmond, 
but  it  was  not  till  the  7th  of  October  that  the  command  became  en- 
gaged. An  attempt  was  then  made  to  turn  the  Union  right,  which 
the  regiment  assisted  in  repelling,  having  two  men  killed  and  eight 
wounded.  On  the  loth  it  took  part  in  a  reconnaissance  on  the 
Darbytown  road  toward  Richmond,  encountering  the  enemy  in  force 
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and  losing  in  the  engagement  which  resulted  five  men  killed,  14 
wounded  and  five  missing.  A  similar  movement  was  made  on  the 
27th,  but  with  very  fortunate  results  so  far  as  casualties  were  con- 
cerned, only  two  men  of  the  Twenty-fourth  being  wounded.  Re- 
turning from  this  reconnaissance  the  regiment  went  into  camp  at 
Four  Mile  Church  on  the  Newmarket  road,  in  rear  of  the  Union  line 
of  works,  where  it  remained  till  the  18th  of  December.  It  was  then 
returned  to  Bermuda  Hundred,  and  performed  garrison  duty  till 
after  the  fall  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond  the  following  spring. 

Colonel  Osborn  left  the  regiment  on  leave  of  absence  October  16, 
and  did  not  return  to  service  with  it,  being  mustered  out  the  14th 
of  November ;  the  regiment  during  its  last  duty  in  the  field  was 
under  command  of  Captain  Thomas  F.  Edmands.  The  last  of  the 
original  members  who  had  not  re-enlisted  were  mustered  out  on 
the  4th  of  December,  but  as  there  were  over  400  veteran  members 
remaining  the  name  and  form  of  the  regiment  were  not  changed. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Hooper  was  commissioned  colonel,  but  as  he 
could  not  be  mustered  to  that  rank  he  was  mustered  out  March  18, 
1865,  as  lieutenant  colonel.  Major  Ordway,  absent  on  staff  duty, 
was  promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  1865,  the  Twenty-fourth  were  ordered  to 
Richmond,  where  the  command  was  assigned  the  duty  of  guarding 
the  military  prisons  in  that  city,  including  those  which  had  become 
so  notorious  from  the  confinement  in  them  of  Union  prisoners  of 
war,  and  in  this  duty  the  remainder  of  the  year  was  passed,  while 
something  like  order  was  being  evolved  from  the  ruins  of  the  would- 
be  Confederacy.  About  the  middle  of  June  172  veterans  from  the 
Thirtv-fourth  Massachusetts  Regiment  and  14  from  the  Fortieth 
were  transferred  to  the  Twenty-fourth  and  formed  into  two  com- 
panies, the  original  regiment  being  reduced  to  eight  companies. 

The  Twenty -fourth  was  with  the  exception  of  the  Thirtieth  the 
last  organization  from  Massachusetts  to  leave  the  national  service, 
being  mustered  out  at  Richmond  on  the  20th  of  January,  1866,  and 
reaching  Boston  four  days  later.  It  went  into  camp  on  Gallop's 
Island  for  three  days,  but  on  the  27th  visited  the  State  House  where 
the  regimental  colors  were  delivered  to  Governor  Bullock,  who  re- 
ceived them  with  eloquent  words  of  appreciation.  The  regiment 
was  then  tendered  a  reception  and  collation  at  Faneuil  Hall,  after 
which  the  members  separated  to  resume  the  pursuits  of  civil  life. 
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THE  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  was  organized  at  Camp  Lincoln, 
Worcester,  the  first  companies  reporting  September  '2~y,  18»>1, 
and  the  entire  ten  being  on  the  ground  two  days  later. 
Nearly  all  the  towns  of  Worcester  County  were  represented  in  the 
command,  and  there  were  a  few  from  outside  the  county.  Much  of 
the  work  of  organizing  the  regiment  was  done  by  Captain  A.  B.  R. 
Sprague,  recently  of  the  Third  Battalion  of  Rifles,  and  many  of  the 
officers  had  seen  service  in  the  battalion.  The  band  were  mustered 
September  26,  the  line  officers  October  12,  and  most  of  the  rest  of 
the  regiment  at  various  times  between  those  dates,  by  Captain  John 
M.  Goodhue,  U.  S.  A.  Colonel  Upton,  who  had  formerly  held  that 
rank  in  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Militia,  took  command  on  the  8th  of 
October,  and  the  full  list  of  officers  follows: — 

Colonel,  Edwin  Upton  of  Fitchburg;  lieutenant  colonel,  Augustus 
B.  R.  Sprague;  major,  Matthew  J.  McCafferty;  surgeon,  J.  Marcus 
Rice,  all  of  Worcester;  assistant  surgeon,  Theron  Templo  of  Belcher- 
town  ;  adjutant,  Elijah  A.  Harkness  of  Worcester;  quartermaster, 
William  0.  Brown  of  Fitchburg;  chaplain,  Horace  James;  sergeant 
major,  Michael  McKeon,  both  of  Worcester;  quartermaster  sergeant, 
Edward  A.  Brown  of  Fitchburg;  commissary  sergeant,  Elbridge  G. 
Watkins;  hospital  steward,  Samuel  Flagg;  principal  musician,  Jonathan 
H.  Samson,  all  of  Worcester;  leader  of  band,  William  E.  Gilmore  of 
Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

Company  A,  Worcester — Captain,  Josiah  Pickett;  first  lieutenant, 
Francis  K  Goodwin;  second  lieutenant,  Merritt  B.  Bessev. 

Company  B,  Milford  —  Captain,  Willard  Clark;  first  lieutenant, 
William  Emery;  second  lieutenant,  William  F.  Draper. 

Company  C  —  Captain,  Cornelius  G.  Attwood ;  first  lieutenant, 
James  Tucker,  both  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Merrick  F.  Prouty 
of  Spencer. 

Company  D,  Worcester — Captain,  Albert  F.  Foster;  first  lieutenant, 
Georgo  S.  Campbell;  second  lieutenant,  George  II.  Spaulding. 

Company  E,  Worcester — Captain.Thomas  O'Neill;  first  lieutenant, 
William  Daley;  second  lieutenant,  Henry  McConville. 
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Company  F,  Fitchburg — Captain,  Charles  H.  Foss;  first  lieutenant, 
Levi  Lawrence;  second  lieutenant,  J.  Henry  Richardson. 

Company  G,  Worcester — Captain,  Lewis  Wagely;  first  lieutenant, 
Henry  M.  Richter;  second  lieutenant,  Frederic  A.  Weigand. 

Company  H — Captain,  Orson  Moulton;  first  lieutenant,  David  M. 
Woodward,  both  of  Worcester;  second  lieutenant,  Nathaniel  H.  Fos- 
ter of  North  Brook  field. 

Company  I — Captain,  Veranus  P.  Parkhurst  of  Templeton;  first 
lieutenant,  James  B.  Smith  of  Royalston;  second  lieutenant,  Amos 
Buffum  of  Templeton. 

Company  K — Captain,  J.  Waldo  Denny  of  Worcester;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Samuel  Harrington  of  Paxham;  second  lieutenant,  James  M. 
Drennan  of  Worcester. 

The  regiment  broke  camp  October  31,  after  it  had  been  presented 
with  a  stand  of  colors  by.  the  ladies  of  Worcester,  going  by  way  of 
Norwich  and  the  steamer  Connecticut  to  New  York,  where  it  re- 
ceived an  ovation  and  stopped  till  afternoon  of  November  1,  when 
it  went  by  rail  from  Jersey  City  to  Philadelphia.    That  city  was 
reached  some  time  after  midnight,  but  its  loyal  sons  and  daughters 
were  waiting  at  the  Cooper  Shop  with  an  abundant  repast.  Balti- 
more was  made  at  3  o'clock  next  afternoon,  in  the  midst  of  a  driving 
storm,  and  after  marching  about  for  a  time,  finding  no  transporta- 
tion, the  different  companies  were  stowed  for  the  night  in  such 
vacant  buildings  as  were  available.    Next  morning  steamer  was 
taken  to  Annapolis,  where  the  regiment  was  the  third  to  arrive  of 
those  which  subsequently  formed  the  Burnsidc  expedition,  and  en- 
camped on  "  Taylor's  Farm,"  renamed  Camp  Hicks  in  honor  of  the 
loyal  governor  of  Maryland. 

Late  in  November  the  troops  at  Annapolis  were  organized  in 
three  brigades,  the  Twenty-fifth  having  the  right  of  the  First  Bri- 
gade under  General  J.  G.  Foster,  the  other  regiments  being  the 
Twenty-third,  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty -seventh  Massachusetts  and 
Tenth  Connecticut.    Drill  and  routine  duty  occupied  the  time  till 
the  />th  of  January,  1802,  when  orders  were  issued  for  the  departure 
of  the  expedition  next  morning.    Accordingly  the  command  turned 
out  before  daylight  of  the  6th  in  a  driving  snow-storm  and  inarched 
to  the  Naval  Academy,  where  most  of  the  Twenty-fifth  went  aboard 
the  steamer  New  York,  two  companies  taking  the  gun-boat  Zouave 
and  one  the  schooner  Skirmisher.    Anchoring  in  the  harbor,  the 
regiment  waited  for  the  embarkation  of  the  other  troops  composing 
the  expedition,  finally  setting  sail  on  the  9th.    That  night  anchor  was 
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cast  near  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac,  and  next  day  at  noon  Fortress 
Monroe  was  reached,  near  which  another  stop  of  two  days  was  made. 

Starting  again  on  the  12th,  the  expedition  on  the  following 
day  encountered  a  severe  storm,  which  greatly  endangered  the  en- 
tire fleet.  The  New  York  reached  a  comparatively  secure  anchor- 
age at  Hattcras  Jnlet.but  some  of  the  vessels  outside  were  wrecked 
and  the  entire  fleet  was  delayed  a  week  while  those  driven  out  to 
sea  were  getting  hack  and  the  damage  was  being  repaired.  The 
men  suffered  much  from  the  rough  weather,  the  shortness  of  food 
and  especially  the  lack  of  water.  Another  storm  occurred  on  the 
23d,  less  severe  than  the  first,  and  as  soon  as  it  abated  the  work  of 
getting  the  larger  transports  across  the  bar  into  Pamlico  Sound  was 
taken  up.  This  was  not  completed  till  the  5th  of  February,  when 
the  expedition  once  more  got  under  way,  its  destination  being 
Roanoke  Island,  an  important  fortified  position  commanding  the 
entrance  to  Albemarle  Sound.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  gun- 
boats of  the  fleet  opened  a  bombardment  of  the  forts,  practically 
silencing  their  fire  after  a  few  hours,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  land 
troops  were  disembarked  on  the  island  after  a  very  severe  month  of 
life  on  shipboard.  The  night  was  passed  by  the  men  standing  around 
their  camp-fires  in  the  rain,  and  next  morning  the  march  toward  the 
Confederate  position  was  taken  up. 

The  hostile  outposts  were  soon  encountered  by  Companies  A  and  E 
deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  the  Twenty-fifth  formed  line  of  battle 
across  the  road,  the  right  resting  on  an  open  field  in  support  of  a  howit- 
zer battery.  After  firing  some  three  hours  and  exhausting  its  ammu- 
nition the  regiment  formed  into  column  by  companies  and  rested  after 
its  arduous  efforts  in  penetrating  the  swamp  till  the  enemy  were 
driven  from  their  position,  when  the  column  advanced  and  occupied 
the  captured  works.  During  the  action  the  regiment  lost  six  kille«i 
and  upward  of  40  wounded.  The  island  was  occupied  by  (ienernl 
Burnside's  troops  till  the  0th  of  March,  when  the  Twenty-fifth 
vacated  their  log  barracks  and  once  more  went  aboard  the  Now 
York.  After  lying  at  anchor  till  the  11th  the  fleet  moved  across 
the  sound,  the  New  York  grounding  on  a  shoal  for  several  hours, 
but  anchoring  that  night  at  Ilatteras  Inlet.  Next  morning  sail  wa> 
made  for  the  Neusc  river,  and  at  night  the  expedition  halted  within 
15  miles  of  the  city  of  Newborn.  Under  cover  of  the  gun-boat  fire 
a  landing  was  made  in  the  mud  at  the  mouth  of  Slocum's  Creek. 
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and  through  a  dismal  rain-storm  a  march  of  some  ten  miles  was 
made,  the  Twenty-fifth  leading. 

The  battle  of  Newbern  opened  early  next  morning,  but  the  regi- 
ment, being  on  the  extreme  Union  right,  was  not  at  first  engaged. 
It  was  finally  ordered  to  the  support  of  a  battery,  and  later  joined 
in  the  charge,  only  to  find  the  Confederate  works  evacuated. 
Reforming  and  advancing  the  Twenty-fifth  encountered  Colonel 
Avery  and  his  Thirty-third  North  Carolina  regiment,  covering 
the  Confederate  retreat.    They  surrendered,  150  in  number,  and 
were  given  in  charge  of  Company  II,  while  the  rest  of  Foster's  Bri- 
gade proceeded  along  the  railroad  toward  Newbern.    The  city  was  on 
fire,  as  was  the  railroad  bridge  across  the  river,  but  the  troops  were  fer- 
ried over  in  the  afternoon  by  small  boats  that  had  run  the  blockade 
of  sunken  vessels  below,  and  at  once  took  possession.    The  loss  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  during  the  battle  had  been  four  killed  and  16 
wounded.    Lieutenant  Colonel  Sprague  with  a  portion  of  the  regi- 
ment and  the  colors  was  the  first  infantry  officer  to  reach  the  city 
of  Newbern.    The  different  companies  were  quartered  in  some  of 
the  buildings  deserted  by  the  secessionists  who  had  fled  the  town, 
and  remained  there  engaged  in  provost  duty  and  the  like  till  the  9th 
of  May.    During  that  time  Major  McCafferty  resigned,  being  suc- 
ceeded by  Captain  Pickett  of  Company  A. 

Marching  some  miles  inland,  the  regiment  was  stationed  at  Red 
House  on  picket  duty,  naming  its  location  Camp  Bullock,  in  honor 
of  Alexander  H.  Bullock  of  Worcester.  There  the  rest  of  the 
month  was  passed  with  no  duty  more  important  than  an  occasional 
incursion  into  the  surrounding  country,  and  on  the  1st  of  June  the 
command  returned  to  Newbern,  establishing  itself  at  Camp  Oliver, 
at  the  west  of  the  city  near  Fort  Totten.  On  the  24th  of  July  it 
formed  part  of  an  expedition  of  considerable  strength  under  Colonel 
H.  C.  Lee  which  crossed  the  Ncuse  river  and  advanced  to  Trenton, 
some  30  miles,  occupying  that  place  without  opposition  and  return- 
ing to  camp  a  few  days  later,  where  the  hot  season  was  passed  in 
comparative  inaction. 

The  first  of  the  autumn  expeditions  occurred  on  the  loth  of 
September,  when  the  Twenty-fifth  with  two  other  regiments,  all 
under  command  of  Colonel  Upton,  embarked  on  steamers  for  Ply- 
mouth, a  station  on  the  Roanoke  river,  anchoring  in  front  of  the 
town  during  the  night  of  the  10th,  but  finding  next  morning  that 
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the  contemplated  demonstration  was  postponed  and  returning  to 
camp  at  Newborn.  Before  any  further  operations  occurred  the 
regimental  band  was  dismissed  by  orders  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  both  Colonel  Upton  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Spraguc  left 
the  Twenty-fifth,  the  latter  being  promoted  to  the  colonelcy  of  the 
Fifty-first  Regiment,  and  the  former  resigning  on  account  of  ill 
health.  This  left  Major  Pickett  in  command  of  the  regiment,  and 
in  due  time  the  vacancies  were  filled  by  his  promotion  to  the 
colonelcy  while  Captains  Moulton  and  Attwood  became  lieutenant 
colonel  and  major  respectively. 

Six  companies  of  the  T  went} -fifth  under  Major  Pickett  took  part 
in  the  Tarboro  expedition,  the  others  being  on  picket  duty  up  the 
Trent  road.  The  battalion  went  by  the  steamer  Highlander  to 
Washington,  a  village  on  the  Pamlico  river,  October  30,  where  it 
formed  part  of  a  force  of  5,000  or  6,000  men  under  General  Foster. 
The  march  across  country  to  Williamston  on  the  Roanoke  river  be- 
gan November  2,  the  Twenty-fifth  forming  part  of  the  rear  guard 
and  enduring  the  usual  hardship  of  that  position.  Going  by  way 
of  Hamilton,  the  force  bivouacked  within  a  few  miles  of  Tarboro  on 
the  night  of  the  5th,  but  General  Foster,  learning  that  the  enemy 
was  in  strong  force,  decided  to  retrace  his  course,  and  the  column 
began  falling  back  the  following  morning.  Plymouth  was  reached 
on  the  10th,  whence  most  of  the  troops  embarked  for  Newbern,  the 
companies  of  the  Twenty-fifth  and  two  of  the  Twenty-seventh  re- 
maining at  Plymouth  in  guard  of  the  artillery. 

The  Twenty  -fifth  embarked  on  the  schooner  Skirmisher  December 
8,  and  at  evening  of  the  10th  reached  the  camp  at  Ncwbern,  where 
orders  were  in  waiting  for  them  to  join  an  expedition  for  Goldsboro, 
to  start  the  following  morning.  Of  the  four  brigades  making  up 
the  command,  Colonel  Lee's  (which  included  the  Twenty-fifth  Regi- 
ment) did  not  start  till  near  noon  of  the  11th,  inarching  some  12 
miles  during  the  afternoon  and  night.  The  following  day  the  roads 
were  found  to  be  badly  obstructed  by  felled  trees  and  important 
bridges  were  missing,  which  the  troops  had  to  rebuild,  so  that  only 
about  ten  miles  were  covered,  and  early  in  the  afternoon  of  the  13th 
the  regiment  halted  some  five  miles  from  Kinston.  During  the  fight 
at  that  place  on  the  following  day,  it  was  in  support  of  Morrison's 
and  Belger's  Batteries.  Bivouacking  near  the  town  that  night,  the 
column  set  forward  the  next  morning,  after  destroying  the  bridges 
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over  the  Neuse  at  that  point,  making  an  unmolested  march  of  18 
miles.  A  force  of  the  enemy  being  discovered  across  the  river  at 
Whitehall  on  the  15th,  an  artillery  duel  took  place  with  a  sharp- 
shooting  accompaniment,  during  which  the  Twenty-fifth  were  called 
upon  for  100  volunteers  for  skirmish  duty,  one  of  whom  was  wounded. 
Marching  to  within  six  or  eight  miles  of  Goldsboro  the  regiment 
encamped  for  the  night. 

Next  morning  Lee's  Brigade  took  the  advance,  and  soon  discovered 
the  enemy,  but  in  the  battle  which  ensued  it  was  not  actively  en- 
gaged till,  the  railroad  and  bridge  having  been  destroyed,  the  column 
started  on  its  return.  The  brigade  formed  the  rear  guard,  and  the 
Twenty-fifth  were  already  leaving  the  field  when  the  Confederates 
charged  upon  the  artillery.  The  regiment  at  once  hastened  to  the 
support  of  Belger's  Battery,  holding  its  position  under  a  heavy  fire 
till  the  enemy  retreated,  suffering  a  loss  of  one  killed  and  three 
wounded.  The  march  toward  Newbern  was  then  resumed,  and  the 
place  was  reached  on  the  21st,  the  men  being  very  weary  and  hungry. 

The  regiment  remained  quietly  in  camp  till  March,  1863,  when 
on  the  6th  it  marched  to  the  junction  of  the  Trenton  and  Kinston 
roads,  from  which  point  some  of  its  companies  operated  against  the 
enemy's  outposts  under  the  command  of  Captain  Denny,  driving 
them  from  a  fortified  camp  and  engaging  in  some  other  skirmishing 
and  reconnoitering,  with  a  loss  of  but  two  or  three  wounded.  On 
the  13th,  late  in  the  afternoon,  the  six  companies  in  camp  were 
ordered  to  the  support  of  the  four  at  Deep  Gully  where  an  attack 
was  threatened.  Skirmishing  began  next  morning,  the  Twenty-fifth 
at  the  front,  but  presently  the  intelligence  of  an  attack  at  Newbern 
resulted  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  supporting  regiments  and  Colonel 
Pickett  was  left  to  hold  the  position  at  the  Gully  as  best  he  could 
with  his  single  regiment  and  three  pieces  of  artillery.  At  night  the 
Twenty-fifth  were  relieved  by  the  Forty-third  Massachusetts  and  re- 
turned to  camp,  having  lost  one  wounded  and  one  missing. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  being  ordered  to  strengthen  the  garrison 
at  Plymouth,  seven  of  the  companies  embarked  on  the  steamer 
Escort,  reaching  their  destination  on  the  afternoon  of  the  20th,  uie 
remaining  companies  following  a  few  days  later.  After  fortifying 
the  place  the  command  remained  on  duty  till  the  3d  of  May,  wlien 
orders  were  received  for  a  return  to  Newbern,  which  was  reached 
on  the  4th.    On  the  21st  the  regiment  formed  part  of  an  expedition 
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to  Gum  Creek,  going  by  rail  soon  after  midnight  to  Batchelder's 
Creek,  where  it  joined  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  and  waited 
through  the  daw  goinir  then  with  its  brigade  bv  rail  to  Core  Creek, 
resting  till  about  midnight  and  moving  forward  to  surround  and 
capture  the  outpost  which  was  the  object  of  attack.  The  program 
was  successfully  carried  out,  some  companies  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
skirmishing  in  front  of  the  works  and  holding  the  attention  of  the 
enemy  till  the  fire  of  a  detachment  sent  to  gain  the  rear  was  heard, 
when  an  advance  was  made  and  the  foe  completely  routed.  The 
victors  rested  on  the  scene  till  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  rein- 
forced enemy  drew  near,  and  some  skirmishing  took  place  as  the 
troops  made  their  way  back  to  Core  Creek,  where  they  passed  the 
night,  taking  the  cars  next  morning  toward  Newbern,  still  harassed 
by  the  Confederates.  Camp  was  reached  that  afternoon,  the  regi- 
ment having  lost  three  wounded  and  one  missing.  On  the  3d  of 
July  the  right  wing  was  sent  by  steamer  to  Washington,  N.  C,  and 
assigned  to  picket  duty  on  the  river  below  the  town,  two  companies 
at  Rodman's  Point  and  three  at  Hill's  Point,  where  they  remained 
for  some  months.  The  left  wing  was  engaged  in  some  scouting 
duty,  but  the  year  waned  without  notable  service.  Early  in  Decem- 
ber the  Twenty-fifth  were  transferred  to  Newport  News,  Va.,  and 
during  their  stay  there  432  of  the  men  re-enlisted  and  were  fur- 
loughed  for  a  month. 

While  the  re-enlisted  men  were  preparing  for  and  enjoying  their 
brief  respite  from  camp  life,  the  225  others  were  ordered  to  York- 
town,  for  which  they  left  January  21  under  command  of  Captain 
Parkhurst.  Before  reaching  the  town  the  next  afternoon  orders 
were  received  to  continue  the  march  to  Williamsburg,  15  miles  fur- 
ther. After  resting  there  a  few  days  the  men  were  distributed 
among  the  different  companies  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
ninth  New  York  Regiment,  a  part  of  General  Isaac  Wistar's  Brigade, 
and  as  such  on  the  6th  of  February,  1864,  started  on  a  futile  ex- 
pedition against  Richmond.  After  a  hard  march  of  40  miles  to  the 
Chickahominy  river  the  bridges  were  found  to  have  been  destroyed 
and  the  column  retraced  its  steps.  The  regiment  was  soon  after 
ordered  to  Newport  News,  leaving  the  members  of  the  Twenty -fifth 
in  camp  at  Williamsburg,  where  they  remained  on  duty  till  the  2d 
of  March,  when  they  were  relieved  by  the  Eleventh  Connecticut  and 
ordered  to  the  News.    Reaching  there  on  the  4th  they  rejoined  a 
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portion  of  the  regiment  which  had  returned  from  Massachusetts, 
and  on  the  20th.  going  to  Portsmouth,  met  the  remainder  with  a 
number  of  recruits.  The  command  was  ordered  to  Getty's  Station, 
four  miles  west  of  Portsmouth,  and  located  in  Camp  Wellington. 

It  took  part  April  13  in  an  expedition  to  Smithfield,  going  by 
steamer,  but  had  no  share  in  the  slight  skirmishing  with  guerrillas 
which  took  place.  On  the  22d  orders  were  received  to  embark  at 
once  for  Plymouth,  N.  C,  then  besieged  by  the  Confederates,  but 
on  reaching  Albemarle  Sound  intelligence  of  the  surrender  of  the 
place  was  received  and  the  regiment  returned  to  its  camp.  On  the 
26th  it  was  assigned  to  General  Heckman's  ''Star"  Brigade  (First 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighteenth  Corps),  the  other  regiments 
of  which  were  the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  Twentv-third  and  Twenty- 
seventh  Massachusetts.  Next  day  the  command  marched  to  York- 
town,  where  it  remained  till  the  beginning  of  active  operations,  May  4. 

The  troops  were  embarked  that  afternoon  and  sailed  to  near  Fort- 
ress Monroe,  where  the  night  was  passed,  and  next  day  the  James 
river  was  ascended  to  near  Bermuda  Hundred,  where  the  brigade 
debarked  and  took  up  a  position  to  cover  the  landing.    The  other 
troops  came  ashore  next  morning  and  the  "Star"  Brigade  led  the 
advance,  taking  a  strong  position  at  Cobb's  Hill,  near  the  Appomat- 
tox river,  from  which  the  lines  were  extended  across  the  country  to 
the  James  on  the  right.    In  the  afternoon  the  brigade  made  an  ad- 
vance toward  the  railroad  in  the  vicinity  of  Walthal  Junction,  or 
Port  Walthal,  the  enemy  being  found  at  Dunn's  Farm  in  a  strong 
position,  and  a  sharp  engagement  ensued,  in  which  the  Twenty-fifth 
in  support  of  the  front  line  received  a  galling  fire,  losing  four  killed 
and  13  wounded.    Retiring  that  night  to  Cobb's  Hill,  the  brigade 
was  ordered  forward  to  the  same  point  next  day,  with  a  larger  force 
in  co-operation,  by  which  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  railroad  was 
accomplished,  the  regiment  suffering  severely  from  sun-stroke,  some 
30  men  being  prostrated. 

Another  engagement  occurred  on  the  9th,  when  the  brigade  led 
the  advance  of  a  considerable  force  toward  Petersburg,  finding  the 
enemy  in  position  on  Swift  Creek  near  Arrowlicld  Church.  Heavy 
fighting  occurred,  during  which  a  sharp  charge  was  made  on  the 
Twenty-fifth  by  the  South  Carolina  regiment  of  the  same  number, 
which  was  repulsed  by  a  terrible  volley  at  close  quarters,  after 
which  the  Star  Brigade  held  the  ground  unmolested  during  the  night 
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and  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  returned  again  to  Cobb's  Hill.  The 
loss  of  the  regiment  in  the  battle  was  12  killed,  including  First 
Lieutenant  Charles  E.  Upton  of  Fitehburg,  and  49  wounded. 

Another  movement  began  on  the  11th,  this  time  in  the  direction 
of  Richmond,  and  by  slow  advances  and  skirmishing  the  enemy  was 
forced  back  to  his  lines  in  front  of  Drcwry's  BlufT,  from  which  on  the 
morning  of  the  10th,  in  a  heavy  fog,  he  made  a  deadly  sortie,  Heck- 
man's  Brigade,  on  the  right  of  the  Federal  line,  with  its  flank  un- 
protected, suffering  most.  The  Twenty -fifth,  forming  the  left  of  the 
brigade,  was  not  so  completely  surprised  at  the  attack  in  the  rear 
as  the  other  regiments,  and  made  a  gallant  and  effectual  resistance. 
Fighting  bravely  until  almost  surrounded,  it  faced  to  the  rear  and 
cut  its  way  through  the  enveloping  lines,  throwing  them  into  such 
confusion  that  Colonel  Pickett,  upon  whom  devolved  the  command 
of  what  was  left  of  the  brigade  (General  Heck  man  having  been 
captured),  was  enabled  to  take  and  hold  through  the  day  a  position 
covering  the  right  of  the  Union  line.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  was 
11  killed,  53  wounded  and  73  missing.  Following  this  disaster,  the 
Army  of  the  James  retired  behind  its  intrenchments,  which  were 
strengthened  till  impregnable  by  the  incessant  exertions  of  the  men, 
and  in  this  duty  and  picket  service  the  Twenty-fifth  were  engaged 
till  the  27th,  when  they  formed  part  of  a  force  detached  to  join  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Marching  to  City  Point  and  taking  transports,  the  force  landed 
at  White  House  on  the  30th  and  the  following  day  marched  to 
Church  Tavern,  whence  on  the  1st  of  June  the  column  was  directed 
toward  Cold  Harbor,  where  the  hostile  armies  were  coming  to  close 
quarters.  General  Stannard  now  commanded  the  brigade.  On 
reaching  the  position  occupied  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the 
Eighteenth  Corps  (as  it  was  called,  though  having  some  troops  from 
the  Tenth  Corps)  formed  between  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps,  and 
skirmishing  at  once  began.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  the  order 
was  issued  for  a  general  attack,  in  which  the  Twenty-fifth  had  a 
deadly  part.  Charging  in  column  of  divisions,  the  regiment  pene- 
trated almost  to  the  enemy's  lines,  when  it  became  so  decimated 
that  human  valor  could  carry  it  no  further;  yet  the  survivors  clung 
to  the  position  trained  at  such  cost,  intrenching  with  their  cups  or 
hands.  The  attack  was  not  renewed,  but  the  regiment  remained  in 
the  pits  till  the  field  was  vacated  on  the  12th,  engaged  in  skirmish- 
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ing  and  sharp-shooting,  but  with  slight  additional  loss.  The  cas- 
ualties at  Cold  Harbor,  out  of  but  302  taken  into  action,  were  27 
killed,  130  wounded  and  49  missing.  The  dead  included  Captain 
Thomas  O'Neill,  First  Lieutenant  Henry  Matthews  of  Worcester, 
and  Second  Lieutenants  Charles  H.  Pelton  of  Worcester,  and  James 
Graham  of  Fitchburg.  The  officers  mortally  wounded  were  Ad- 
jutant (brevet  major)  Henry  McConville  and  First  Lieutenant 
William  Daley.  The  colonel,  major  and  many  of  the  line  officers 
were  also  severely  wounded. 

The  corps  inarched  back  to  White  House  on  the  12th,  taking  trans- 
ports, from  which  it  lauded  at  Point  of  Rocks  on  the  Appomattox 
river  late  in  the  evening  of  the  14th.    That  night*  the  river  was 
crossed  and  the  advance  on  Petersburg  began.    The  enemy's  pickets 
were  encountered  next  morning  and  skirmishing  continued  till  the 
Union  lines  were  well  up  to  the  rebel  works,  where  they  halted  until 
sunset.    Then  a  charge  was  made,  carrying  the  first  tine  of  intrench- 
inents,  the  Twenty-fifth  capturing  two  Napoleon  guns  with  their 
outfit,  suffering  a  loss  of  one  killed  and  18  wounded.    On  the  18th, 
after  two  days  of  comparative  inaction,  the  regiment  was  ordered 
to  the  right  and  joined  in  another  assault,  but  this  time  the  attack 
failed,  the  Twenty  fifth  losing  six  killed  and  13  wounded.    Till  the 
2oth  of  August  they  remained  on  duty  in  the  trenches  before  Peters- 
burg, constantly  under  the  fire  of  sharp-shooters,  from  which  in 
that  time  the  loss  of  the  command  reached  six  killed  and  25 
wounded.    On  the  25th  what  was  left  of  the  Star  Brigade  recrossed 
the  Appomattox  river  and  was  assigned  a  position  in  the  lines  near 
the  former  camp  at  Cobb's  Hill.    There  the  regiment  remained  till 
the  4th  of  September,  when  orders  were  received  to  return  to  North 
Carolina,  and  the  following  day,  with  the  Twenty-third  it  embarked 
on  the  steamer  Winona  from  Bermuda  Hundred,  reaching  Newborn 
on  the  10th,  and  was  assigned  to  light  picket  duty,  as  befitted  its 
exhausted  condition. 

On  the  5th  of  October  the  original  members  of  the  regiment  who 
had  not  re-enlisted  were  ordered  to  Worcester  for  muster  out,  and 
after  some  delays  reached  that  city  on  the  afternoon  of  the  13th. 
On  the  20th  they  were  mustered  out  of  the  service,  leaving  the 
Veteran  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  the  field,  consoli- 
dated to  four  companies,  in  camp  near  Fort  Spinola  at  Newborn, 
doing  picket  duty  at  Brice's  Ferry  and  along  the  line  of  railroad  to 
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Morehead  City.  A  demonstration  against  Kinston  began  on  the 
9th  of  December,  in  which  the  battalion  took  part,  suffering  from 
three  or  four  days*  marching  through  severe  storms,  but  with  no 
other  result.  Then  picket  duty  was  resumed  and  continued  till  the 
early  spring  of  1865. 

At  the  close  of  February  preparations  began  to  be  made  for  the 
speedy  moving  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  from  Xewbern  to  Golds- 
boro,  to  connect  with  the  advance  of  General  Sherman's  victorious 
army,  and  two  provisional  divisions  were  organized  from  the  garri- 
sons, convalescents  and  some  new  troops  about  Xewbern.  In  this 
arrangement  the  Twenty-fifth  formed  part  of  the  division  of  Gen- 
eral S.  P.  Carter,  and  on  the  3d  of  March  started  toward  Kins- 
ton.  The  regiment,  on  the  left  of  the  division,  was  posted  near 
Wise's  Forks,  where  on  the  10th  Confederate  General  Bragg  made 
an  attack,  scattering  and  capturing  Palmer's  Division,  but  being 
repeatedly  beaten  back  by  Carter's  Division.  This  was  the  last 
battle  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment,  in  which  it  well  sustained  its 
reputation,  its  loss  being  but  five  wounded. 

Five  days  later  it  entered  Kinston,  stopping  there  for  a  week,  and 
then  marched  rapidly  to  Goldsboro,  which  it  reached  next  day,  the 
brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel  James  Stewart,  Jr.,  of  the 
Ninth  New  Jersey,  being  the  first  to  reach  the  place,  joining  Sher- 
man's army.  Staying  there  till  the  3d  of  April,  the  regiment  re- 
turned as  far  as  Mosely  Hall,  where  it  became  a  part  of  General 
Ruger's  First  Division,  Twenty-third  Corps.  On  the  9th  it  marched 
27  miles  to  Goldsboro,  moving  thence  to  Raleigh  and  camping  near 
the  city  till  the  3d  of  May.  Reaching  Greensboro  on  the  7th  and 
going  thence  by  rail  on  the  12th,  it  made  its  final  camp  at  Charlotte, 
where  it  remained  for  two  months,  till  on  the  13th  of  July  ordered 
to  Massachusetts  for  muster  out.  Arriving  at  Readville  on  the  21st, 
the  command  was  dissolved  on  the  28th. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  TWENTY-SIXTH  REGIMENT. 


THE  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  was  recruited  by  Colonel  Jones  of 
the  famous  Sixth  Regiment  of  Militia,  and  was  largely  offi- 
cered by  members  of  the  latter  organization.  It  was  at  first 
called  the  Sixth,  and  under  that  name  went  into  Camp  Cameron  at 
Cambridge  on  the  28th  of  August,  18G1.  The  title  was  soon 
changed,  however, and  on  the  23d  of  September  it  was  moved  to  Camp 
Chase  at  Lowell,  were  it  remained  for  nearly  two  months.  The 
field  officers  were  commissioned  the  28th  of  August,  the  line  officers, 
from  the  10th  to  the  26th  of  September,  while  the  enlisted  men  were 
mustered  at  various  times  during  September  and  October.  The 
roster  of  officers  follows  : — 

Colonel,  Edward  F.  Jones  of  Pepperell;  lieutenant  colonel,  Alpha 
B.  Farr;  major,  Josiah  A.  Sawtell,  both  of  Lowell;  surgeon,  Anson 
P.  Hooker  of  Cambridge;  assistant  surgeon,  James  G.  Bradt  of  Low- 
ell; chaplain,  Charles  Babbidge  of  Pepperell;  adjutant,  George  E. 
Davis  of  Lcwell;  quartermaster,  James  Munroe  of  Cambridge;  ser- 
geant major,  Henry  L.  Estabrooks  of  Dorcbester;  quartermaster  ser- 
geant, George  H.  Stone  of  Natick;  commissary  sergeant,  Archibald 
Starkweather  of  Boston;  hospital  steward,  William  H.  Gray  of  Acton; 
loader  of  hand,  George  Brooks  of  Lowell. 

Company  A,  Lowell— Captain,  George  M.  Dickerman;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Andrew  J.  Johnson;  second  lieutenant,  William  H.  Willey. 

Company  B — Captain,  Eusebius  S.  Clark  ;  first  lieutenant,  John  S. 
Cooke,  both  of  Groton;  second  lieutenant,  Edward  B.  Hall  of  Boston. 

Company  C — Captain,  Enos  W.  Tbayer  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.;  first 
lieutenant,  John  A.  Lynch  of  South  Easton;  second  lieutenant,  Albert 
Tilde n  of  North  Easton. 

Company  D — Captain,  Benjamin  Warren;  first  lieutenant,  William 
H.  Lamson,  both  of  Lowell ;  second  lieutenant,  Seth  Bonney  of 
Sterling. 

Company  E  —  Captain,  William  H.  Chapman;  first  lieutenant, 
William  F.  Wood;  second  lieutenant,  Silas  P.  Blodgett,  all  of  Acton. 

Company  F — Captain,  Thomas  n.  Annable  of  Cambridge  ;  first 
lieutenant,  Edward  Caufy;  second  lieutenant,  George  B.  Yarrington, 
both  of  Lawrence. 
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Company  G,  Fall  River — Captain,  Henry  C.  Wilcox;  first  lieutenant, 
James  Brady,  Jr.;  second  lieutenant,  John  B.  Campbell. 

Company  II,  Lowell — Captain,  Andrew  Blood  ;  first  lieutenant, 
Benjamin  W.  Frost;  second  lieutenant,  Ezekiel  Eastman. 

Company  I — Captain,  John  Pickering;  first  lieutenant,  Charles  E. 
Drew,  both  of  Lawrence;  second  lieutenant,  Algernon  S.  Badger  of 
Milton. 

Company  K — Captain,  Stephen  R.  Fletcher  of  Wrentham;  first 
lieutenant,  John  T.  Robinson  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  ilenry 
Kemblo  Oliver  of  Maiden. 

The  regiment  left  its  camp  at  Lowell  on  the  19th  of  November, 
embarking  at  Boston  on  the  steamer  Constitution  with  the  Ninth 
Connecticut  and  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Battery,  whence  on  the 
21st  it  sailed  for  Portland,  Me.,  under  orders  from  General  Butler 
to  take  on  also  the  Twelfth  Maine  Regiment ;  but  the  captain  of 
the  vessel  protested  against  loading  his  craft  so  heavily,  and  on  the 
23d  the  steamer  set  out  for  Fortress  Monroe.  Arrived  there  on  the 
26th,  Brigadier  General  J.  W.  Phelps  came  on  board  and  took  com- 
mand of  the  military  forces,  relieving  Colonel  Jones,  who  as  senior 
officer  had  commanded  thus  far,  and  the  expedition  continued  its 
way  to  Ship  Island,  off  the  Mississippi  coast,  which  had  been  selected 
as  the  rendezvous  of  the  Butler  forces.  That  point  was  reached 
on  the  3d  of  December  and  the  regiment  was  soon  landed,  being 
the  first  armed  troops  on  the  island,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
body  of  marines  at  the  unfinished  earthwork  known  as  Fort  Massa- 
chusetts, near  the  western  end.  General  Butler's  forces  gathered 
slowly,  and  the  Twenty-sixth  remained  there  during  the  winter  and 
until  the  middle  of  April,  1862,  with  no  occurrence  of  note.  The 
only  event  approaching  a  collision  with  the  enemy  occurred  when  a 
detail  of  100  men  visited  the  main  land  near  Mississippi  City  and 
were  fired  upon  by  a  small  force  of  the  enemy  with  artillery,  one 
man  being  slightly  wounded. 

About  the  last  of  March  the  force  on  Ship  Island  was  organized 
into  three  brigades,  the  Twenty-sixth  forming  part  of  the  Second 
Brigade  under  command  of  General  Thomas  Williams.  Its  asso- 
ciate infantry  regiments  were  the  Thirty-first  Massachusetts,  Twenty- 
first  Indiana,  Sixth  Michigan  and  Fourth  Wisconsin.  The  Second 
and  Sixth  Massachusetts  Batteries  were  also  attached  to  the  brigade 
and  one  company  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  Massachusetts  Cavalry. 
The  troops  embarked  for  the  combined  naval  and  military  expedi- 
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tion  against  New  Orleans  on  the  15th  of  April,  the  Twenty-sixth 
going  aboard  the  transport  Mississippi,  and  sailed  next  morning. 
Daring  the  operations  against  Forts  St.  Philip  and  Jackson  by  the 
licet,  the  transports  waited  on  the  river  below ;  but  on  the  morning 
of  the  2.3th  the  Mississippi  sailed  back  down  the  river  and  around 
into  Sable  Bay,  with  the  intention  of  landing  her  troops  so  as  to 
cut  off  the  roar  approaches  to  the  forts.  By  transferring  the  men 
to  a  light  draft  gunboat  and  afterward  rowing  and  wading  up  a 
bayou,  this  object  was  accomplished  with  great  difficulty,  the  regi- 
ment finally  getting  ashore  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  occupying 
Quarantine  Station  and  placing  one  of  its  companies  across  the 
only  road  furnishing  communication  with  the  forts.  After  the 
evacuation  of  the  latter  the  Twenty-sixth  were  detailed  to  garrison 
them  while  the  rest  of  the  force  pressed  on  to  New  Orleans.  Two 
companies  remained  at  Quarantine  Station  and  the  rest  of  the  regi- 
ment occupied  the  forts  for  more  than  a  month. 

Being  relieved  by  the  Thirteenth  Maine  early  in  July,  the  Twenty- 
sixth  were  ordered  to  New  Orleans,  and  went  up  the  river  in  three 
detachments,  owing  to  the  meager  transportation  available,  on  the 
9th,  11th  and  13th  of  the  month,  the  reunited  command  encamping 
on  Lafayette  Square,  Odd  Fellows'  Hall  being  used  as  regimental 
head-quarters  and  hospital.  On  the  1st  of  October  the  location  was 
changed  to  the  Custom  House  on  Canal  Street,  and  there  the 
Twenty-sixth  remained,  occupied  in  provost  duty  and  on  detail 
about  the  city  till  the  following  June.  During  this  time  the  regi- 
ment as  a  whole  was  not  called  into  the  field  for  active  service,  and 
the  only  detachment  of  note  was  one  of  100  men  under  Captain 
Pickering  which  formed  part  of  an  expedition  under  Major  Strong 
of  General  Butler's  staff,  on  the  13th  of  September,  across  Lake 
Pontchartrain.  This  expedition  resulted  in  the  occupation  of  Pon- 
chatoula  after  a  sharp  skirmish,  and  the  capture  of  General  Jeff 
Thompson's  head-quarters  with  his  spurs  and  sword.  The  landing 
had  been  made  some  10  miles  from  the  town,  and  Captain  Picker- 
ing was  at  first  left  with  his  detachment  in  charge  of  the  steamer; 
but  learning  that  the  main  body  was  sharply  engaged  he  made  a 
brilliant  march  up  the  railroad  to  meet  the  returning  party,  after 
which  his  command  gallantly  covered  the  retreat  to  the  boat  and 
assisted  in  bringing  off  the  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  detail  from 
the  Twenty -sixth  was  light,  with  none  killed. 
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Important  changes  had  taken  place  in  the  roster  of  officers  mean- 
while. Colonel  Jones  resigned  on  the  27th  of  July,  1862  ;  the 
vacancy  caused  the  promotion  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Farr  and  Major 
Sawtell  to  be  cjlonel  and  lieutenant  colonel  respectively,  while 
Captain  E.  8.  Clark  was  made  major.  Surgeon  Hooker  had  re- 
signed on  the  18th  of  June,  the  assistant  surgeon  being  promoted. 
While  the  members  of  the  regiment  had  not  fallen  in  battle,  disease 
had  not  been  idle,  and  Quartermaster  Munroc  was  the  first  officer 
to  die,  November  18, 1862.  First  Lieutenant  William  II.  Benham 
of  Stow  died  of  disease  May  18, 1863,  and  First  Lieutenant  John 
H.  P.  White  of  Acton  on  the  10th  of  July  following.  Many  changes 
had  occurred  from  other  causes,  officers  as  well  as  men  being  trans- 
ferred to  the  loyal  regiments  which  were  being  formed  in  Louisiana, 
so  that  from  this  cause,  deaths  and  discharges,  the  regiment  had 
before  the  close  of  the  year  1862  lost  220,  one-half  of  which  had 
been  made  irood  bv  the  arrival  of  recruits. 

During  the  early  part  of  winter  the  Twenty-sixth  with  the  Thir- 
tieth Massachusetts,  Ninth  Connecticut  and  three  batteries  of  light 
artillery  formed  the  garrison  of  New  Orleans,  Colonel  T.  W.  Cahill 
commanding ;  but  after  the  arrival  of  the  nine-months'  regiments 
which  were  assigned  to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  General  Banks 
having  succeeded  General  Butler  in  the  command,  the  Nineteenth 
Corps  was  organized,  the  Twenty -sixth  forming  part  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  Second  Division.  The  other  regiments  of  the  brigade 
were  the  Forty-second  and  Forty-seventh  Massachusetts,  Ninth  Con- 
necticut and  Twenty-eighth  Maine.  Colonel  Farr  commanded  the 
brigade,  placing  the  regiment  in  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Sawtell,  and  Brigadier  General  Thomas  W.  Sherman,  who  had 
taken  command  of  the  defenses  of  New  Orleans  during  January, 
was  division  commander. 

The  regiment  was  first  called  to  field  operations  on  the  20th  of 
June,  when  seven  companies  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sawtell  took 
cars  to  La  Fourchc  Crossing,  60  miles  west  of  New  Orleans,  near 
Thibodeaux,  where  a  movement  was  being  made  by  the  Confederate 
General  Taylor  against  the  railroad,  Brashear  City  and  threatening 
New  Orleans  itself.  On  the  evening  of  the  21st  an  attack  was  made 
on  the  position  defended  by  the  Twenty-sixth ;  but  the  assailants 
were  driven  off  with  severe  loss,  that  on  the  Union  side  being  slight, 
the  regiment  having  three  killed  and  ten  wounded.  Abandoning 
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the  attempt  to  gain  possession  of  that  point,  the  Confederates  di- 
rected their  energies  against  Brashcar,  which  was  captured  the  fol- 
lowing day.  Four  days  later  the  force  of  which  the  Twenty-sixth 
formed  part  fell  back  40  miles  to  Boutce  and  on  the  30th  to  Jeffer- 
son Station,  where  it  was  in  position  to  oppose  as  much  as  possible 
the  expected  movement  against  New  Orleans  from  the  direction  of 
Donaldsonville.  It  was  a  critical  season  ;  General  Emory,  who  was 
then  in  command  at  New  Orleans,  finding  communication  with 
General  Banks  before  Port  Hudson  cut  off  so  far  as  the  Mississippi 
was  concerned  by  hostile  batteries  a  few  miles  below  Donaldson- 
ville, while  a  force  of  the  enemy  hovered  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
city,  sent  urgent  appeals  to  his  chief  for  assistance.  But  the  latter, 
while  not  insensible  to  the  danger  below,  held  valiantly  on  till  the 
surrender  of  Port  Hudson,  when  a  force  was  immediately  moved 
down  the  river  to  drive  away  the  foe. 

The  Twenty-sixth  were  therefore  relieved  from  their  outpost  duty 
at  Jefferson  on  the  loth  of  July  and  returned  to  the  city,  being 
ordered  on  the  28th  of  August  to  Baton  Rouge,  where  all  available 
troops  of  the  department  were  being  concentrated  for  an  expedition 
against  the  Texas  coast.  The  command  embarked  on  the  2d  of 
September  and  moving  down  the  river  proceeded  as  far  as  Sabine 
Pass,  when  owing  to  the  loss  of  two  important  gunboats  and  other 
considerations  the  enterprise  was  abandoned  and  on  the  12th  the 
regiment  was  back  again  at  New  Orleans,  landing  at  Algiers,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  It  encamped  there  but  three  or  four 
days  when  it  began  the  movement  "  up  the  Teche,"  by  which  it  was 
proposed  to  clear  the  enemy  well  away  from  the  u  back  door  of  New 
Orleans."  On  the  23d  it  had  reached  Camp  Bisland ;  it  rested 
there  till  the  3d  of  October,  when  it  began  the  advance  up  the 
bayou,  reaching  Opelousas  on  the  21st.  Halting  there  till  the  1st 
of  November  it  started  on  the  return  march  ;  but  the  column  moved 
from  point  to  point  with  long  halts  at  every  place  of  importance, 
and  it  was  not  till  the  17th  that  the  regiment  arrived  at  New  Iberia, 
half  way  from  Opelousas  to  Brashcar,  where  it  went  into  camp,  re- 
maining there  till  the  close  of  the  year. 

Early  in  January,  1864,  the  regiment  moved  to  Franklin,  12  or 
15  miles  nearer  Brashear,  and  there  another  long  encampment  took 
place.  During  this  time  many  of  its  members  re-enlisted,  the 
Twenty-sixth  leading  all  the  Massachusetts  regiments  in  the  number 
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of  men  who  undertook  a  second  term,  the  total  reaching  546.  This 
great  number  was  doubtless  partially  due  to  the  fact  that  while  the 
organization  had  been  in  service  over  two  years, it  had  thus  far  lost 
but  three  men  killed  and  ten  wounded  in  battle.  The  preparations 
for  the  furlough  of  these  re-enlisted  men  began  on  the  24th  of 
February,  when  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  New  Orleans,  and 
going  by  steamer  Star  Light  to  Brashcar  and  thence  by  rail,  arrived 
at  the  Crescent  City  the  following  day  and  was  quartered  in  the  Cot- 
ton Press,  where  it  remained  till  the  22d  of  March.  The  veterans 
then  embarked  on  the  steamer  Cahawba  for  New  York,  going  thence 
by  the  Empire  State  to  Boston,  where  they  made  a  stop  of  but  a 
few  hours,  going  on  to  Lowell  and  receiving  a  furlough  till  the  4th 
of  May.  On  the  20th  of  that  month  they  reached  New  Orleans  on 
the  return,  and  the  day  following  went  into  camp  at  Carrollton. 

The  first  call  to  active  duty  in  the  field  was  received  on  the  8th 
of  J une,  when  the  command  went  aboard  the  steamer  Grey  Eagle 
and  was  transferred  to  Morganzia,  some  distance  up  the  river.  It 
remained  there  till  the  3d  of  July,  when  it  embarked  on  the  steamer 
City  of  Memphis  and  returned  to  New  Orleans,  encamping  there  for 
a  week,  then  took  the  Charles  Thomas  and  sailed  for  Bermuda 
Hundred,  where  it  debarked  and  went  into  bivouac  on  the  21st. 
From  that  time  to  the  30th  it  took  part  in  various  movements  of 
a  few  miles  each,  indulging  in  some  skirmishing  with  the  enemy, 
but  meeting  no  loss.  It  went  aboard  the  steamer  Sentinel  on  the 
30th,  and  two  days  later  landed  at  Washington,  camping  at  Ten- 
nallytown,  a  few  miles  out,  where  it  remained  for  two  weeks.  The 
Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  was  on  its  way  to  join  the  First 
Division,  which  had  been  for  some  time  operating  against  the  Con- 
federate force  under  General  Early,  then  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 
A  great  change  had  taken  place  in  the  make-up  of  the  division  :  the 
Twenty-sixth  were  now  in  the  First  Brigade,  which  was  commanded 
by  General  Henry  W.  Birge  and  composed  in  addition  to  the 
Twenty-sixth  of  the  Ninth  Connecticut,  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth 
Maine,  Fourteenth  New  Hampshire  and  Seventy-fifth  New  York. 
Three  additional  brigades  completed  the  division,  which  was  com- 
manded by  General  Cuvier  Grover,  while  General  Emory  com- 
manded the  two  divisions  which  bore  the  corps  name. 

The  movement  of  the  division  toward  the  Shenandoah  Valley  be- 
gan on  the  14th  of  August,  and  on  the  10th  the  column  crossed  the 
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Shenandoah  river  and  camped  at  Berryville.  From  that  time  the 
history  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  becomes  a  part  of  that  of 
General  Sheridan's  armv,  which  fell  hack  toward  Charlcstown  on 
the  18th,  and  intrenched  on  the  21st  in  anticipation  of  an  attack, 
which,  however,  did  not  reach  the  front  of  G  rover's  Division.  That 
night  the  lines  were  drawn  hack  to  the  vicinity  of  ITalltown,  a  few 
miles  nearer  Harper's  Ferry,  and  there  the  regiment  remained  for 
a  week,  advancing  again  to  the  vicinity  of  Charlcstown  and  sto|>- 
ping  till  the  3d  of  September,  when  the  Union  army  swung  forward 
by  the  left  Hank  taking  a  position  near  Berryville,  facing  the  Con- 
federates about  Winchester.  There  the  army  remained  till  the 
19th,  when  early  in  the  morning  the  advance  was  made  which 
brought  on  one  of  the  most  decisive  engagements  of  the  war.  The 
brigade  went  into  the  battle  of  the  Opequan  in  two  lines,  the  Twenty- 
sixth  in  the  first  line  with  Company  I  as  skirmishers.  Soon  after- 
ward the  left  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps  and  the  right  of  the  Sixth 
lost  connection  and  the  gap  being  discovered  and  entered  by  the 
enemy  that  portion  of  the  line  was  temporarily  broken,  and  the 
regiment  with  others  was  obliged  to  fall  back  in  some  disorder.  It 
promptly  rallied,  however,  at  the  first  opportunity,  and  again  went 
forwrard  into  the  battle,  taking  part  in  the  successful  operations, 
later  in  the  day  when  the  Confederate  army  was  sent  "  whirling 
through  Winchester."  The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  heavy,  though 
it  cannot  be  given  exactly,  including  38  enlisted  men  killed  and 
11  officers  wounded,  of  whom  Major  Clark  died  on  the  17th  of 
October  and  Captain  Thayer  on  the  10th. 

The  regiment  took  part  in  the  subsequent  movements  against 
General  Early,  resting  that  night  on  the  road  south  of  Winchester 
and  following  up  the  enemy  to  Fisher's  Hill,  where  the  two  armies 
intrenched  and  confronted  each  other.  A  brilliant  flank  movement 
by  the  Eighth  Corps  dislodging  the  Confederates,  the  Nineteenth 
Corps  followed  up  the  retreat,  the  Twenty-sixth  reaching  Harrison- 
burg on  the  25th  and  on  the  29th  advancing  to  Mount  Crawford. 
This  was  merely  a  demonstration,  and  the  following  day  the  regi- 
ment returned  to  Harrisonburg,  where  it  remained  till  the  0th  of 
October,  when  it  fell  back  by  easy  stages  to  Cedar  Creek,  where  on 
the  10th  the  army  took  up  and  fortified  a  position.  While  resting 
here  the  original  members  of  the  Twenty-sixth  who  had  not  re- 
cnlisted  were  sent  home  to  Massachusetts  for  inu»ter  out,  their 


Digitized  by  Google 


400 


MASSACHUSETTS  iy  THE  WAR. 


term  of  service  having:  expired.  The  veterans  and  recruits  remain- 
ing were  consolidated  into  a  battalion  of  five  companies,  under 
command  of  Captain  Chapman,  who  was  soon  after  promoted  to 
major  and  again  to  lieutenant  colonel,  Colonel  Farr  being  mustered 
out  with  the  original  members. 

It  was  while  lying  here  that  the  battalion  shared  in  (he  battle  of 
Cedar  Creek,  on  the  19th  of  October,  when  after  being  surprised  in 
the  morning  and  driven  from  its  camp  in  broken  fragments,  it  had 
the  satisfaction  of  returning  in  triumph  at  night,  at  the  close  of  an 
obstinate  and  bloody  contest.  The  loss  to  the  battalion  on  that  day 
was  three  killed,  11  wounded  and  16  captured.  First  Lieutenant 
Albert  Tilden  died  of  his  wounds  on  the  21st.  The  Twenty-sixth 
were  detailed  for  provost  guard  at  General  Sheridan's  head-quarters 
a  few  days  later,  and  while  thus  engaged  met  with  a  serious  loss  on 
the  26th,  Second  Lieutenant  Joseph  McQuestion  of  Central  Falls, 
R.  I.,  with  45  men  being  surprised  and  captured  by  the  Confederate 
cavalry  while  on  duty  with  a  forage  train.  On  the  10th  of  Novem- 
ber the  battalion  retired  to  Kernstown,  a  few  miles  south  of  Win- 
chester, where  it  encamped  till  the  14th  of  December,  when  it  was 
ordered  to  Winchester,  which  had  been  held  by  a  brigade  of  the 
Sixth  Corps  up  to  that  time.  The  routine  duties  there  continued 
till  the  1st  of  May,  1865,  when  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Wash- 
ington, and  on  reaching  there  next  day  encamped  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fort  Stevens,  being  attached  to  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Divis- 
ion, Army  of  the  Shenandoah. 

After  a  month  in  camp  there  the  division  was  sent  to  Georgia, 
the  Twenty-sixth  embarking  on  the  steamer  Louisburg  at  Washing- 
ton on  the  4th  of  June  and  landing  at  Savannah  four  days  later. 
General  Davis,  the  brigade  commander,  was  made  post  commander 
at  Savannah,  and  his  brigade  was  assigned  to  duty  there.  The 
Twenty-sixth,  after  having  encamped  just  outside  the  city  for  a  few 
weeks,  were  brought  in  for  guard  and  provost  duty,  which  continued 
till  the  2d  of  August.  The  battalion  was  then  ordered  to  prepare 
for  muster  out,  but  that  did  not  take  place  till  the  26th,  and  not  till 
the  12th  of  September  did  the  command  set  out  for  Boston.  Its 
passage  was  by  the  steamer  Emily  to  Hilton  Head,  thence  to  New 
York  by  the  Empire  State,  and  after  a  stop  of  two  days  in  the 
metropolis  by  rail  to  Boston,  the  battalion  repairing  to  Gallop's 
Island  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  for  final  payment  and  discharge. 
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THE  Twenty-seventh  Regiment  was  made  up  from  the  four 
western  counties  of  the  state,  under  the  call  of  September 
1, 18(51,  for  five  new  regiments.  The  duty  of  recruiting  and 
organizing  the  command  was  assigned  to  Horace  C.  Lee  of  Spring- 
field, who  caused  recruiting  offices  to  be  opened  in  ten  of  the  prin- 
cipal towns  of  the  district  on  the  10th,  and  in  a  few  days  several  of 
the  companies  were  well  filled  and  Camp  Reed  at  Springfield — so 
named  in  honor  of  Quartermaster  General  Reed  of  Massachusetts — 
situated  a  mile  east  of  the  National  Armory,  was  designated  as  the 
place  of  rendezvous.  Two  companies  arrived  on  the  19th,  others 
followed  in  a  day  or  two  and  the  regiment  rapidly  took  form,  the 
last  company  reporting  on  the  24th.  By  the  27th  some  770  men 
had  been  mustered  in  by  Major  Wemple,  U.  S.  A.,  and  on  that  day 
the  field  and  staff  officers  were  announced.  The  command  was  in- 
tended to  form  part  of  the  "  Sherman  Expedition,"  and  on  the  7th 
of  October  received  orders  to  leave  on  the  14th  for  the  general  ren- 
dezvous ;  but  this  was  impossible,  as  the  regiment  was  not  armed, 
equipped  or  fully  recruited.  The  uniforms  and  Enfield  rifles  were 
furnished  on  the  10th  of  October,  the  state  and  national  colors  were 
presented  by  Major  Andrews,  assistant  commissary  general  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, on  the  18th,  and  on  the  25th  the  line  officers  received 
their  commissions,  bearing  date  of  the  16th,  and  were  mustered  in. 
The  roster  was  as  follows : — 

Colonel,  Horace  C.  Lee  of  Springfield  ;  lieutenant  colonel,  Luke 
Lvnian  of  Northampton;  major,  William  M.  Brown  of  Adams;  sur- 
geon, George  A.  Otis  of  Springfield;  assistant  surgeon,  Samuel  Camp 
of  Great  Barrington  ;  chaplain,  Miles  Sanford  of  Adams ;  adjutant, 
George  W.  Bartlett  of  Greenfield:  quartermaster,  William  H.  Tyler  of 
Adams;  sergeant  major,  Henry  C.  Dwight  of  Northampton;  quarter- 
master sergeant,  George  M.  Bowker  of  Adams;  commissary  sergeant, 
Johnson  J.  Ellis  of  Lynn;  hospital  steward,  George  E.  Fuller  of  Pal- 
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mer;  principal  musician,  Lineus  C.  Skinner  of  Amherst;  leader  of 
band,  Ann  s  Bond  of  Springfield. 

Company  A — CaptaimSamuel  C.  Vance  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.:  first 
lieutenant,  Mark  H.  Spaulding;  second  lieutenant,  Edwin  C.  Clark, 
both  of  Northampton. 

Company  B — Captain,  Adin  W.  Caswell  of  Gardner;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Parker  W.  McManus  of  i  >avenport,  la.;  second  lieutenant,  Lovcll 
H.  Horton  of  Athol. 

Company  C,  Greenfield — Captain,  William  A.  Walker;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Joseph  IT.  Nutting;  second  lieutenant,  William  F.  Barrett. 

Company  I) — Captain,  Timothy  W.  Sloan;  first  lieutenant,  Ami  R. 
Den nison, "both  of  Amherst;  second  lieutenant,  John  S.  Aitcheson  of 
Chicopee. 

Company  K — Captain,  Gustavus  A.  Fuller  ;  first  lieutenant,  John 
W.  Trafton,  both  of  Springfield;  second  lieutenant,  Luther  J.  Brad- 
ley of  Lee. 

Company  F — Captain,  Lucius"  F.  Thayer  of  Westfield;  first  lieuten- 
ant, John  W.  Moore  of  Tolland;  second  lieutenant,  James  H.  Fowler 
of  Westfield. 

Company  G — Captain,  R.  Ripley  Swift  of  Chicopee;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Peter  S.  Bailey  of  Springfield;  second  lieutenant,  Frederick  C. 
Wright  of  ^Northampton. 

Company  H  —  Captain,  Walter  G.  Bartholomew  of  Springfield; 
first  lieutenant,  Charles  D.  Sanford;  second  lieutenant,  William  H. 
H.  Briggs,  both  of  Adams. 

Company  I— Captain,  Henry  A.  Hubbard  of  Ludlow;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Edward  K.  Wilcox  of  Springfield;  second  lieutenant,  Cyrus  W. 
Goodale  of  Wilbraham. 

Company  K,  Springfield — Captain,  Horace  K.  Cooley:  first  lieu- 
tenant, George  Warner;  second  lieutenant,  W.  Chapman  Hunt. 

The  regiment  was  reviewed  on  the  1st  of  November  by  Governor 
Andrew,  and  the  next  day  camp  was  broken,  a  train  of  21  cars 
taking  the  command  westward  over  the  Boston  and  Albany  railroad 
that  afternoon.  At  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  the  steamer  Connecticut  was 
boarded,  by  which  Jersey  City  was  reached  at  1  p.  m.  the  next  day. 
Going  thence  by  cars  the  Twenty-seventh  reached  Philadelphia  at 
midnight,  only  to  find  the  patriotic  women  of  that  city  waiting  with 
a  bounteous  entertainment  at  the  Cooper  Shop  refreshment  saloon 
where  so  manv  Union  soldiers  were  fed  and  welcomed  at  all  hours 
of  the  day  and  night  during  the  entire  period  of  the  war.  At 
Perryville  next  morning  the  regiment  took  precedence  of  several 
which  were  waiting  for  transportation  and  was  hurried  forward  to 
Baltimore,  where  a  part  of  the  night  was  passed,  when  the  journey 
was  continued  by  freight  train  to  Annapolis,  which  was  reached  at 
3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  5th. 
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After  a  few  hours'  rest  at  the  Naval  School  the  regiment  estab- 
lished Camp  Springfield,  a  mile  west  of  the  town,  near  which  two 
regiments  were  already  encamped.  Others  rapidly  arrived  until 
the  16  intended  for  the  Burnside  expedition  had  gathered  and  were 
formed  into  three  brigades,  of  which  the  First,  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral John  G.  Foster,  consisted  of  the  Tenth  Connecticut,  Twenty- 
third,  Twenty-fourth,  Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty-seventh  Massachu- 
setts, with  Belger's  Battery  F  of  Rhode  Island  in  connection.  Be- 
fore the  regiment  entered  upon  active  service  Major  Brown  resigned, 
Captain  Bartholomew  being  promoted  to  the  vacancy. 

For  a  few  weeks  the  sick  list  of  the  Twenth-seventh  was  large, 
13  members  dying  of  disease  before  the  regiment  was  ordered  into 
service  or  being  left  behind  at  that  time  fatally  ill.  The  orders  to 
prepare  for  departure  came  on  the  4th  of  January,  1862,  the  weather 
being  severely  cold,  with  considerable  snow  already  upon  the  ground 
while  more  fell  during  the  5th.  Camp  was  broken  on  the  morning 
of  the  6th,  but  after  waiting  all  through  the  day  and  till  10  o'clock 
at  night  only  the  right  wing  succeeded  in  getting  aboard  the  steamer 
Ranger  at  the  Navy  Yard,  while  the  left  passed  the  night  in  a  neigh- 
boring building.  At  3  o'clock  the  latter  were  aroused  and  taken 
by  tugs  to  the  bark  Guerrilla. 

It  was  not  till  the  morning  of  the  9th  that  the  fleet  of  66  vessels 
bearing  15  regiments  of  infantry  and  56  pieces  of  field  artillery  set 
sail  under  scaled  instructions,  which  when  opened  directed  that  the 
vessels  "  when  off  Cape  Hatteras,  throw  overboard  ballast  and  run 
into  the  inlet."    On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  just  as  the  fleet  was 
off  this  entrance  to  Pamlico  Sound,  a  severe  storm  arose,  scatter- 
ing the  fleet,  wrecking  some  of  the  vessels  and  causing  much  loss  . 
and  suffering.    The  Ranger  succeeded  in  entering  the  inlet,  where 
it  was  comparatively  safe,  but  a  barge  in  tow  containing  the  camp 
and  hospital  supplies  of  the  regiment  was  sunk  and  everything 
lost.    The  Guerrilla  with  14  other  vessels  cast  double  anchors  out- 
ride in  the  attempt  to  ride  out  the  storm  there,  while  many  craft 
were  driven  out  to  sea  and  did  not  return  for  a  week.    The  storm 
continued  for  two  days,  and  it  was  not  till  late  on  the  15th  that  the 
Onerrilla  could  be  towed  into  the  inlet.    The  men  had  already 
suffered  much  from  their  crowded  condition,  the  want  of  water  and 
from  sea-sickness,  and  owing  to  the  demoralized  condition  of  the 
i  |<  »et  it  was  long  before  they  could  be  made  comfortable. 


Digitized  by  Google 


404 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 


The  fleet  sailed  for  Roanoke  Island  on  the  5th  of  February,  but 
it  was  not  till  the  morning  of  the  7th  that  the  weather  favored  an 
attempt  to  land.  Shortly  before  noon  the  gunboats  engaged  the 
forts,  and  at  3  o'clock  the  signal  was  given  for  the  infantry  to  land. 
Major  Bartholomew  with  a  portion  of  the  color  company  (K)  seems 
to  have  been  first  ashore,  but  other  commands  were  scarcely  behind, 
and  in  a  very  few  minutes  some  thousands  had  scrambled  through 
the  mud  and  swale  to  firm  earth.  No  resistance  to  the  landing  was 
offered,  and  by  midnight,  with  the  exception  of  one  regiment  whose 
vessel  had  grounded  and  the  detachments  left  in  charge  of  the  fleet, 
the  entire  force  was  ashore.  Suffering  from  wet  and  cold,  without 
blankets,  the  men  stood  in  the  deep  mud  all  night,  and  hailed  with 
joy  the  order  to  advance  soon  after  sunrise  next  morning. 

Emerging  from  a  pine  thicket  into  an  open  field,  the  column  re- 
ceived fire  from  Fort  Defiance,  a  masked  three-gun  battery  with  a 
swamp  in  its  front  through  which  ran  a  corduroy  road.  The  Twenty- 
seventh  was  the  third  regiment  in  the  column  and  followed  the 
Twenty-third  toward  the  right  of  the  field,  the  area  of  which  was 
so  limited  that  the  regiment  could  only  fire  by  companies ;  but  this 
it  did  so  effectively  as  to  draw  to  itself  the  special  attention  of  the 
enemy's  artillery.  Finally  the  Twenty-seventh  and  Twenty-third 
were  ordered  to  flank  the  hostile  position  on  the  right,  while  Reno's 
Brigade  executed  a  similar  maneuver  at  the  left.  For  an  hour 
Colonel  Lee  and  his  command  struggled  through  swampy  thickets 
which  it  was  supposed  a  rabbit  could  hardly  penetrate,  finally  ford- 
ing a  stream,  waist  deep,  beyond  which  lay  the  Confederate  intrench- 
ments.  Reno's  Brigade  was  already  doing  its  appointed  work,  and 
on  seeing  this  new  force  the  enemy  fled,  followed  by  Reno,  while 
Foster's  Brigade  rested  after  their  arduous  toil.  Very  soon  intelli- 
gence was  received  that  the  Confederates  were  trying  to  escape  from 
the  island,  and  the  Twenty-seventh  led  the  way  to  the  assistance  of 
Reno,  the  enemy  being  forced  to  the  north  of  the  island  and  to  a 
complete  surrender. 

The  Twenty -seventh  had  lost  in  the  action  four  men  killed  and 
11  wounded,  three  fatally.  The  regiment  remained  on  the  island 
till  the  11th,  when,  being  without  camp  equipage  it  was  ordered  to 
re-embark  on  the  Ranger  and  the  Recruit.  On  the  latter,  on  the 
following  day,  Captain  Hubbard  died  of  disease.  General  Burnsidc 
re-embarked  his  entire  command  with  the  exception  of  three  regi- 
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ments  on  the  11th  of  March,  and  that  night  ran  up  the  Ncuse  river 
to  the  mouth  of  Slocum  creek,  where  the  fleet  anchored  for  the 
night,  and  next  morning  the  forces  debarked,  taking  tip  the  inarch 
toward  Xcwbern  in  a  rain-storm.  That  night  was  passed  by  the 
Union  troops  within  four  miles  of  Newborn,  and  next  morning  the 
advance  was  resumed,  but  the  hostile  fortifications  were  soon  en- 
countered, when  the  Twenty-seventh  were  thrown  into  line  to  the 
left  of  the  turnpike,  having  the  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  on 
their  right  and  the  Twenty-third  at  the  left. 

On  emerging  from  the  woods  in  view  of  the  intrenchments  the 
regiment  fired  the  first  volley  of  the  battle,  lighting  in  advance  of 
the  main  line  for  some  time,  when  it  fell  back  to  correct  the  align- 
ment, firing  till  its  ammunition  was  exhausted  and  holding  the  posi- 
tion for  some  time  with  empty  guns  till  relieved  by  the  Eleventh 
Connecticut.    Its  loss  had  been  seven  killed  and  78  wounded, 
among  the  former  being  Second  Lieutenant  Joseph  W.  Lawton  of 
Ware,  who  had  but  recently  received  his  commission.    Before  the 
men  were  supplied  with  ammunition  the  Confederates  were  driven 
from  their  works  by  a  charge,  in  which  the  Twenty-seventh  with 
empty  guns  joined.    After  the  battle  was  ended  by  the  complete 
discomfiture  of  the  enemy  the  regiment  was  transported  to  the 
suburbs  of  the  town,  and  two  days  later — Sunday,  the  16th — the 
command,  armed  and  equipped,  occupied  one  of  the  churches,  where 
Chaplain  Sanford,  who  had  resigned  his  commission,  preached  his 
farewell  sermon.    He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  C.  L.  Woodworth  of 
Amherst. 

The  Twenty-seventh  occupied  the  former  camp  of  the  Seventh 
Xorth  Carolina  Regiment, — a  very  excellent  one, — which  was  re- 
named Camp  Warner,  in  compliment  to  Lieutenant  Warner,  who 
had  been  wounded  in  the  recent  battle.  On  the  20th  four  compa- 
nies under  Major  Bartholomew  advanced  up  the  railroad  to  Batch- 
cider's  Creek,  pressing  back  the  hostile  cavalry  and  burning  the 
>>i'idge  there.  For  some  weeks  the  camp  was  occupied  with  no 
more  exciting  event  than  a  reconnaissance  or  a  tour  of  picket  duty, 
arid  during  this  time  several  commissions  were  resigned,  among 
them  that  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Camp,  who  was  succeeded  by  Peter 
1^.   Hubon  of  Worcester. 

The  regiment  was  ordered  to  Batchelder's  Creek  on  the  3d  of 
Mtiy,  relieving  the  Twenty-third  Massachusetts  on  outpost  duty,  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


406  MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 


remaining  there  till  the  29th,  when  ordered  back  to  camp.  A  re- 
view was  held  June  20,  and  a  reorganization  of  General  Burnside's 
command  into  three  divisions  was  effected,  each  of  the  former  bri- 
gade commanders  taking  charge  of  a  division.  The  Twenty-seventh 
thus  became  with  the  Twcntv-fourth  Massachusetts,  Tenth  Connect- 
icut  and  Ninth  New  Jersey  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division. 
Colonel  Thomas  G.  Stevenson  of  the  Twentv-fourth  commanded 
the  brigade  and  General  Foster  the  division.  But  this  arrangement 
was  transient,  as  on  the  5th  of  July  General  Burnside  with  the 
Second  and  Third  Divisions  was  ordered  to  co-operate  with  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  driven  back  from  before  Richmond,  leaving  the 
North  Carolina  department  under  the  command  of  General  Foster. 
On  the  6th  the  two  brigades  were  reorganized,  the  First,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Lee  of  the  Twenty-seventh,  consisting  of  his  own  regi- 
ment, the  Twenty-third  and  Twcntv-fifth  Massachusetts  and  Tenth 
Connecticut;  while  Colonel  Stevenson  had  the  Second  Brigrade. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Lyman  was  again  placed  in  command  of  the 
Twenty-seventh  by  this  arrangement. 

A  reconnaissance  was  made  to  Trenton  by  Colonel  Lee  on  the 
25th  and  26th,  but  after  some  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  out- 
posts it  was  found  that  the  place  had  been  evacuated  the  day  before 
the  Federal  column  reached  it,  Other  expeditions  of  less  moment 
were  made  during  the  intense  heat  of  the  summer,  a  few  being 
killed  and  wounded  but  more  serious  loss  resulting  from  the  exer- 
tion and  exposure.  At  the  close  of  August  the  regimental  band 
was  mustered  out  in  accordance  with  orders  from  the  War  De- 
partment, Two  hundred  recruits  joined  the  regiment  September 
8.  and  the  day  after  the  companies  were  scattered  on  outpost  duty — 
A,  C  and  I  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lyman  going  to  Washington, 
N.  C,  II  and  K  remaining  at  Batchelder's  Creek  under  Captain 
Coolcy,  while  the  other  five  companies  under  Major  Bartholomew 
went  to  Newport  Barracks,  half-way  to  Beaufort.  The  latter  place 
was  in  the  midst  of  swamps  and  extremely  unhealthy,  so  that  in  a 
short  time  a  large  part  of  the;  men  were  unable  to  do  duty,  Company 
D  at  one  time  returning  a  sick  list  of  68  out  of  a  total  of  08.  First 
Lieutenant  C.  W.  Goodale  died  of  disease  October  30. 

Major  Bartholomew's  command  left  Newport  on  the  30th  of  Octo- 
ber, taking  steamer  at  Newborn  and  reaching  Washington,  N.  C 
the  following  day.    On  the  2d  of  November  an  expedition  was  under- 
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taken  against  Williamston,  which  was  found  practically  deserted, 
and  the  column  passed  on  to  Rainbow  Bluff,  where  strong  hostile 
works  were  also  found  to  be  unmanned,  going  thence  through 
Hamilton  and  turning  toward  Tarboro,  within  a  few  miles  of  which 
the  expedition  was  given  up  and  the  force  returned  to  Plymouth, 
whicli  was  reached  at  noon  of  the  10th.  Here  the  main  part  of  the 
regiment  remained  in  charge  of  the  artillery  and  baggage  till  the 
2d  of  December.  Learning  of  the  location  of  a  small  detachment 
of  hostile  cavalry,  Lieutenant  Wood  with  23  picked  men  set  out  on 
the  20th  and  at  daybreak  the  following  morning  surprised  and 
captured  the  entire  force  of  20  without  loss.  Assistant  Surgeon 
Franklin  L.  Hunt  of  West  Boylston,  the  highly  esteemed  post 
surgeon  at  Washington,  who  had  been  commissioned  but  three 
months  before,  was  shot  and  mortally  wounded  by  a  bushwhacker  on 
the  Jamcsville  road,  two  miles  from  Washington,  November  22. 
While  the  troops  were  so  largely  absent  from  Newborn,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  capture  the  two  companies  posted  at  Batchelder's 
Creek  ;  but  the  assailants  were  driven  back  by  the  fire  of  Captain 
Cooley's  command. 

The  six  companies  of  the  Twenty-seventh  under  Major  Barthol- 
omew reached  Ncwbern  on  the  3d  of  December,  and  Colonel  Lee's 
brigade  was  then  composed  of  his  own  and  the  Twenty-fifth  Regi- 
ments of  three-years'  troops  with  three  regiments  of  the  new  nine- 
months'  men — the  Third,  Fifth  and  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts.  On 
the  11th  the  regiment  joined  in  the  "  Goldsboro  expedition,"  form- 
ing the  rear  guard  at  the  beginning  of  the  march,  and  it  was  not 
till  the  17th,  in  the  fight  at  Goldsboro,  that  it  was  actively  engaged. 
While  the  railroad  bridge  was  burning  the  regiment  assisted  in  tear- 
ing up  the  track,  receiving  a  severe  but  inaccurate  artillery  fire. 
The  brigade  formed  the  rear  guard  when  the  Federal  column,  its 
purpose  accomplished,  began  to  retire,  and  it  thus  received  the  sharp 
attack  made  by  Clingman's  and  •  Evans's  Confederate  Brigades. 
The  Twenty-seventh  took  position  on  the  left  of  the  field,  and  after 
the  slackening  of  the  Confederate  fire  advanced  and  drove  the  enemy 
from  the  woods,  sustaining  during  the  entire  day  a  loss  of  but  one 
man  killed  and  two  wounded.    The  expedition  made  the  best  of  its 
way  back  to  Newborn,  being  followed  at  a  distance  and  occasionally 
shelled  by  the  foe,  but  without  damage. 

The  various  detachments  of  the  Twenty -seventh  were  united  under 
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Lieutenant  Colonel  Lyman  at  Washington,  but  three  weeks  later 
Companies  G  and  II  were  detailed  for  garrison,  duty  at  Plymouth. 
On  the  30th  of  March  General  P.  H.  Hill  opened  the  siege  of  Wash- 
ington with  a  force  of  some  15,000  men  and  40  pieces  of  artillery. 
General  Foster  being  in  the  place  took  command  of  the  garrison, 
which  consisted  of  eight  companies  each  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
and  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts,  two  companies  of  the  First  Loyal 
North  Carolina,  one  company  of  cavalry  and  the  Third  New  York 
Battery.  With  the  gun-boats  in  the  river  the  defenders  had  28  can- 
non. The  siege  was  prosecuted  with  great  energy  for  17  days,  the 
Twenty-seventh  defending  the  right  of  the  line,  being  continually 
on  duty  and  under  fire,  yet  fortunately  escaping  with  a  loss  of  one 
killed  and  eight  wounded.  On  the  13th  of  April  the  steamer  Escort 
ran  the  blockade  under  a  terrible  fire,  bringing  the  Fifth  Rhode 
Island  as  reinforcements,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  loth  she  ran 
out  carrying  General  Foster,  who  went  to  organize  a  relief  expedi- 
tion, leaving  General  Potter  in  command.  Next  morning  the  enemy 
began  to  retreat  and  on  the  23d  Spinola's  Brigade  arrived.  The 
Twenty-seventh  being  thus  relieved  returned  to  Newbern  on  the 
2oth,  encamping  on  the  Fair  Grounds. 

Meantime  Companies  G  and  H  at  Plymouth  were  kept  ever  on 
the  alert  by  the  enemy.  On  the  23d  of  March  Company  II  took 
part  in  a  sharp  skirmish  at  Wingfield,  losing  two  killed  and  two 
wounded.  In  other  enterprises  of  like  nature  officers  and  men  from 
the  regiment  took  creditable  part.  The  eight  companies  had  scarcely 
settled  at  Newbern  when  on  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  they  were 
ordered  to  take  part  in  an  expedition  to  Gum  Swamp.  Going  by 
cars  to  Batchelder's  Creek,  they  took  up  the  march  at  9  o'clock  that 
evening  in  company  with  the  Fifth  Regiment  and  two  companies  of 
the  Forty-sixth,  the  men  carrying  100  rounds  of  ammunition.  That 
night  the  regiment  marched  to  Core  Creek,  where  it  waited  till  1 
o'clock  the  next  day  for  a  heavy  rain-fall  to  cease,  when  it  moved 
forward  13  miles  further  with  Companies  D  and  E  as  skirmishers, 
till  the  enemy  were  found  posted  in  an  earthwork  near  the  railroad. 
The  two  companies  joined  with  the  supporting  regiments  in  a 
charge,  putting  the  enemy  to  rout  and  capturing  a  considerable 
number  of  prisoners, — the  loss  to  the  Twenty-seventh  being  but  one 
wounded.  Returning  to  the  Creek  over  roads  almost  impassable, 
the  regiment  was  sent  out  on  the  30th  by  General  I.  N.  Palmer, 
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commanding  the  expedition,  on  a  scout  for  guerrillas.  None  were 
found,  however,  and  next  day  the  command  was  returned  to  New- 
born by  rail,  where  on  the  8th  of  May, after  it  had  moved  into  com- 
fortable barracks,  it  was  rejoined  by  the  two  companies  from 
Batchelders  Creek.  The  recent  experiences  of  the  regiment  had 
been  so  trying  that  at  this  time  a  daily  average  of  230  men  were 
under  medical  treatment. 

The  brigade  was  sent  out  on  the  21st  to  attempt  the  dispersal  of 
a  hostile  force  which  had  given  some  annoyance  to  the  Union  out- 
posts.   The  rendezvous  was  at  Core  Creek,  whence  the  Twenty- 
seventh  were  sent  to  the  Bridge,  two  miles  distant,  to  report  to 
Colonel  Jones  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania.    With  the  two 
regiments  that  officer  worked  his  way  for  13  hours  through  a  most 
difficult  swamp,  till  he  gained  a  position  in  the  rear  of  the  Con- 
federate intrenchments  covering  the  Dover  road  and  the  railroad. 
While  four  companies  of  the  Twenty-seventh  occupied  the  road*  to 
intercept  reinforcements  and  prevent  the  escape  of  fugitives,  three 
companies  under  Captain  Sanford  with  two  companies  of  the  Penn- 
sylvanians,  well  supported,  made  a  charge  on  the  works,  while  the 
rest  of  the  brigade,  whick  had  come  up  in  front,  attacked  on  the 
other  side.    The  enemy  broke  to  the  swamp,  but  170  prisoners  were 
taken,  with  considerable  camp  property.    The  victors  rested  on  the 
field  for  a  few  hours,  during  which  the  enemy  rallied  in  force  and 
some  skirmishing  ensued  on  the  return,  lasting  till  the  Newborn 
outposts  were  reached,  where  the  brave  Colonel  Jones  was  killed. 
The  Twenty-seventh  lost  one  killed  and  three  wounded. 

The  resignation  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lyman  was  accepted  on 
the  28th  of  May,  leaving  the  regiment  in  command  of  Major  Bar- 
tholomew, who  was  presently  promoted  to  the  vacancy,  Captain 
William  A.  Walker  of  Company  C  becoming  major.    On  the  Gth  of 
June  the  regiment  was  detailed  as  provost  guard  in  Newborn,  Cap- 
tain ^anford  being  made  provost  marshal  with  Lieutenant  Hunt  ;is 
assistant.    Captain  Bartlett  was  also  made  provost  marshal  of  Beau- 
fort, while  Colonel  Lee  was  appointed  provost  marshal  general  of 
the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.    General  Foster 
taking  command  of  the  same  department,  with  head-quarters  at 
Fortress  Monroe,  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  was  placed 
under  General  John  J.  Pock. 

From  the  4th  to  the  Gth  of  July  the  regiment  formed  part  of  an 
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infantry  force  supporting  a  raid  of  the  Third  Now  York  cavalry 
upon  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  railroad,  penetrating  five  miles 
beyond  Trenton.  Again  on  the  17th,  with  part  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Regiment,  it  crossed  the  Neuse  river  and  went  to  Swift  Creek,  where 
it  remained  till  the  20th  in  support  of  a  cavalry  expedition  toRoeky 
Mount  and  Tarboro.  On  the  10th  of  October — one  week  after  the 
Twenty-seventh  had  been  relieved  from  duty  in  Newborn — General 
Foster  directed  the  transfer  of  the  regiments  forming  his  original 
brigade  to  Virginia,  and  as  Ileckm ?.n's  Brigade  the  Twcntv-third, 
Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts,  Ninth  New  Jersey 
and  Belger's  Battery  were  ordered  to  Newport  News.  The  Twenty- 
seventh  reached  its  destination  the  18th,  its  new  habitation  being 
named  Camp  Hoffman,  but  ten  days  later  General  Foster  was 
ordered  to  the  Department  of  the  Ohio,  being  succeeded  by  General 
Butler,  by  whom  the  regiment  was  returned  to  provost  duty,  Com- 
panics  A,  D  and  K  at  Portsmouth  and  the  balance  at  Norfolk. 

During  the  winter  special  attention  was  given  to  the  re-enlistment 
of  veteran  soldiers,  and  so  many  of  the  Twenty-seventh  re-enlisted 
as  to  insure  the  continuance  of  the  regiment  as  a  veteran  organiza- 
tion. January  15, 1864,  with  220  of  these,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bar- 
tholomew left  for  home  on  a  month's  furlough,  receiving  a  hearty 
reception  at  Springfield,  and  returning  to  duty  at  Norfolk,  February 
19.  The  first  expedition  of  the  spring  took  place  March  4,  when 
the  regiment  advanced  beyond  Magnolia  Salt  Sulphur  Springs,  on 
information  that  the  enemy  was  approaching  from  the  direction  of 
Suffolk,  but  found  no  foe  and  returned  on  the  7th.  The  Twenty- 
seventh  were  relieved  from,  provost  duty  on  the  21st  by  the  Fourth 
Rhode  Island,  with  the  exception  of  Company  F  and  50  men  from 
other  companies  who  remained,  the  former  at  Norfolk  and  the  lat- 
ter as  prison  guard.  The  regiment  marched  to  Julian's  Creek  in  a 
severe  snow-storm,  resting  in  the  tents  of  the  Tenth  New  Hamp- 
shire over  night  and  the  next  day  building  their  own  camp.  During 
the  winter  213  recruits  had  joined  the  command,  and  its  total  now 
reached  933.  First  Lieutenant  Edward  D.  Lee  of  Templcton,  an 
esteemed  officer  serving  as  adjutant,  died  of  disease  April  17. 

The  Twenty -seventh  was  now  part  of  General  Ilcckman's  (hence- 
forth known  as  the  Red  Star)  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighteenth 
Corps,  Army  of  the  James.  General  Butler  commanded  the  army, 
General  W.  F.  Smith  the  corps,  General  Weitzel  the  division.  The 
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Twentv -seventh  left  Portsmouth  bv  the  steamer  Escort  on  the  morn- 
ing  of  April  27,  and  at  noon  landed  at  Yorktown.  After  march- 
ing about  for  a  time  the  brigade  went  by  transports  to  near  Williams- 
burg, landed  again  and  marched  aimlessly  back  and  forth  as  a  feint, 
re-embarking  during  the  night  of  May  4  and  returning  with  the 
entire  fleet  to  Fortress  Monroe,  whence  on  the  f>th  the  vessels  sailed 
up  the  James  river  to  Bermuda  Hundred  where  the  Star  Brigade 
debarked  and  advanced  a  mile  inland  to  cover  the  landing  of  the 
army.  Next  morning  the  regiment  started  for  Cobb's  Hill,  seven 
miles  westward  near  the  Appomattox,  and  finding  no  enemy  in  the 
vicinity  the  forces  set  to  work  constructing  a  line  of  defenses  from 
that  point  to  Dutch  Gap  Bend  on  the  James,  four  miles  distant,  in* 
closing  a  roomy  and  favorable  peninsula  in  the  rear  of  the  line. 

General  Heck  man  was  soon  ordered  to  develop  the  position  and 
force  of  the  enemy,  sending  forward  his  brigade,  with  Companies 
A  and  H  of  the  Twenty-seventh  as  skirmishers,  supported  by  the 
rest  of  the  regiment.  At  Mary  Dunn's  farm  the  Confederates  were 
found  in  some  force,  and  a  sharp  skirmish  followed,  in  which  tbe 
infantry  firing  on  the  Union  side  was  all  done  by  the  Twenty-seventh, 
the  rest  of  the  brigade  being  formed  in  echelon  in  support.  The 
fight  continued  till  after  dark,  when  the  column  returned  to  Cobb's 
Hill,  the  regiment  having  lost  two  killed  and  16  wounded,  three 
fatally.  The  da\  following  three  columns  of  Federal  troops  by  as 
many  routes  were  advanced  toward  tbe  Richmond  and  Petersburg 
Railroad.  Hcckman's  Brigade  formed  the  left,  the  Twenty-seventh 
leading,  and  at  Dunn's  farm  the  enemy  were  found  in  stronger  force 
than  on  the  6th.  There  was  i\o  engagement  at  this  point  except 
artillery  firing  during  the  day,  General  Brooks  in  the  center  reach- 
ing and  destroying  a  considerable  portion  of  the  railroad,  and  at  night 
the  troops  returned  to  their  intrenched  line,  the  Twenty-seventh 
having  lost  five  wounded,  while  50  were  affected  by  sun-stroke. 
Such  were  the  battles  of  Dunn's  Farm  and  Walthall  Junction. 

A  general  advance  toward  Petersburg  was  ordered  for  the  9th, 
the  Twenty-seventh  leading  with  Companies  E  and  I  as  skirmishers. 
Near  Arrowfield  Church  the  enemy  were  found  in  some  force  and 
an  engagement  at  once  began,  the  regiment  forming  on  the  right  of 
the  turnpike  and  with  the  Twenty-fifth  on  the  left  constituting  the 
first  line  of  battle.  After  an  hour's  hard  fighting  Ilaygood's  South 
Carolina  Brigade  charged  close  up  to  the  Union  line  when  it  iv- 
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ccived  two  terrific  volleys  which  drove  it  back  in  confusion.  The 
Twenty-seventh  and  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  sit  once  joined  in  a  coun- 
ter charge,  driving  hack  the  disorganized  brigade,  when  the  entire 
Union  force  moved  forward  and  secured  the  field.  In  this  battle 
the  Twenty-seventh  and  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina  Regiments 
were  opposed  to  the  same  numbers  from  Massachusetts,  each  brigade 
also  containing  a  Twentv-third  Regiment.  The  loss  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Massachusetts  was  five"  killed  and  32  wounded,  five  fatally, 
including  First  Lieutenant  Pliny  Wood  of  West-field.  Next  day  the 
column  again  returned  to  its  defenses  at  Cobb's  Hill. 

A  movement  northward  toward  Richmond  was  begun  on  the  12th, 
almost  simultaneously  with  a  heavy  rain-fall  which  lasted  for  four 
days.  The  Richmond  road  was  reached  at  9  o'clock  when  skirmish- 
ing began,  which  continued  at  intervals  through  the  day,  the  regi- 
ment having  four  wounded.  The  following  afternoon  some  progress 
was  made  toward  Drewry's  Bluff,  and  on  the  14th  with  Companies 
C  and  F  as  skirmishers  the  line  was  advanced  to  within  300  yards 
of  Fort  Stevens,  an  earthwork  in  front  of  Fort  Darling  and  sep- 
arated from  it  by  Kingsland  Creek.  The  enemy's  outposts  having 
been  captured,  intrenchments  were  built  during  the  15th,  and  on 
these  two  days  the  regiment  expended  80,000  cartridges  in  skirmish 
firing,  losing  23  men  wounded.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  the 
brigade  was  transferred  to  the  right  of  the  army,  taking  position  in 
Gregory's  Woods,  the  order  of  the  regiments  from  the  right  being: 
Ninth  New  Jersey,  Twentv-third,  Twentv-seventh  and  Twentv-fifth 
Massachusetts.  Fort  Darling  was  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  front, 
and  between  the  right  of  the  brigade  and  the  James  river  was  a 
space  of  a  mile  or  more  occupied  only  by  a  thin  picket  line  already 
on  duty  for  two  days  without  relief.  In  this  direction  Company  D 
were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  in  front  of  the  line  already  estab- 
lished, by  whose  fire  three  men  were  wounded ;  while  the  rest  of 
the  regiment  devoted  themselves  vigorously  to  intrenching. 

The  morning  of  the  16th  brought  a  fearful  disaster  to  Hcckman's 
Brigade.  Under  cover  of  a  dense  fog  General  Beauregard  threw 
Ransom's  Confederate  Division  of  four  brigades  fiercely  against  the 
two  Union  brigades — Heckman's  and  Wistar's — east  of  the  turn- 
pike. Three  attempts  to  break  the  frail  line  by  direct  charge  Mere 
made,  but  each  time  the  assailants  were  repulsed  with  dreadful  loss. 
Then  the  right  was  turned  by  a  tlank  movement  of  Grade's  Alabama 
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Brigade ;  a  messenger  sent  to  warn  Colonel  Lee  was  killed  before  the 
message  was  delivered,  and  the  first  knowledge  of  danger  to  the 
regiment  was  the  appearance  in  its  rear  of  the  First  and  Seventh 
Virginia  Regiments  of  Kemper  s  Brigade  with  a  demand  for  sur- 
render, emphasized  by  a  volley.    Most  of  the  three  left  companies, 
F,  E  and  K,  escaped  and  gave  the  alarm  to  the  Twenty-fifth,  and 
Company  I)  on  the  picket  line  also  succeeded  in  eluding  the  enemy ; 
but  of  the  other  companies  a  great  majority  were  swept  back  to  the 
Confederate  lines,  120  of  whom  went  to  horrible  deaths  in  the  prison 
pens.    The  remnant  of  the  Twenty-seventh,  under  command  of 
Captain  Moore,  did  valiant  service  during  the  remainder  of  the  day, 
and  saw  the  enemy  discomfited  and  driven  back  to  their  own  lines, 
but  the  loss  of  the  regiment  had  been  fearful.    Ten  had  been  killed, 
55  wounded,  nine  of  them  fatally,  and  248  were  prisoners,  of  whom 
12  were  wounded.    Among  the  captured  were  Colonel  Lee,  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Bartholomew  and  seven  line  officers.    General  Heckman 
was  also  a  prisoner.    Among  the  killed  was  Captain  C.  D.  Sanford," 
a  fine  officer  and  a  young  man  of  great  promise. 

That  night  a  return  was  made  to  the  works  at  Cobb's  Hill,  and 
under  the  command  of  Major  Walker,  who  had  been  absent  on  tem- 
porary leave  at  the  time  of  the  disaster,  the  regiment  was  reorgan- 
ized in  three  divisions — right,  center  and  left — under  the  command 
respectively  of  Captain  Moore,  Lieutenant  Wright  and  Captain 
Bailey.  General  Stannard,  in  the  absence  of  General  Heckman, 
took  command  of  the  brigade,  to  which  the  Fifty-fifth  Pennsylvania 
Regiment  was  added,  and  General  Martindale  relieved  General 
Weitzel  in  command  of  the  division.  The  Army  of  the  James  was 
now  shut  into  its  fortifications  by  the  advance  of  the  Confederates, 
and  on  the  23d  a  reconnaissance  in  which  most  of  the  survivors  of 
the  Twenty-seventh  took  part  revealed  the  enemy  in  strong  force  at 
Bakehouse  Creek.  One  man  in  the  detachment  was  fatally  wounded 
durinir  the  skirmish. 

Four  divisions,  of  which  Martindalc's  was  one,  were  detached 
from  the  Armv  of  the  James  on  the  2Gth  under  General  Smith  to 
join  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  next  day  the  remnant  of  the 
Twenty-seventh  crossed  the  Appomattox  on  pontons, embarking  from 
City  Point  on  the  20th.  Going  by  way  of  Fortress  Monroe  and  up 
the  York  and  Pamunkey  rivers  to  White  House  Landing,  the  troops 
debarked  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  halting  late  that  night  at  New 
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Castle.  The  march  to  this  point  was  an  error,  the  intention  havimr 
)>cen  that  the  command  should  report  to  Cold  Harbor,  and  for  that 
place  the  weary  column  set  out  next  morning.  The  day  was  in- 
sufferably hot,  the  roads  very  dusty,  and  the  men  weighted  with 
four  days'  rations;  yet  before  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  20  miles 
had  been  made  and  the  courage  of  the  Twenty-seventh  was  so 
enduring  that  but  four  men  had  fallen  from  the  ranks. 

The  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  then  going  into  position  for  the 
Cold  Harbor  battles,  and  General  Smith  placed  his  command  be- 
tween the  Sixth  Corps,  forming  the  Union  left,  and  the  Fifth,  some 
distance  to  the  right.  A  part  of  his  troops  almost  immediately 
made  a  charge  and  took  some  ground  from  the  enemy,  but  in  that 
movement  the  Twenty-seventh  did  not  take  part.  Companies  F 
and  H,  however,  were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  in  that  position 
the  former  lost  two  men  wounded,  one  fatally.  The  rest  of  the 
regiment  took  a  position  on  the  front  line  about  dark,  and  remained 
till  morning  of  the  2d  of  June,  when  it  was  relieved,  but  while  the 
men  were  getting  breakfast  it  wras  ordered  to  the  support  of  Bar- 
ton's Brigade,  starting  for  the  place  under  the  guidance  of  the  aide 
who  brought  the  order.  While  en  route  a  heavy  volley  was  re- 
ceived killing  four  and  wounding  14,  five  fatally.  The  guide  was 
not  seen  after  the  fire,  and  the  regiment  remained  awaiting  orders 
till  afternoon,  when  it  rejoined  the  brigade.  In  the  murderous  as- 
sault of  the  next  morning  the  Twenty -seventh  were  first  deployed 
as  skirmishers  and  with  the  loss  of  two  men  killed  drove  in  the 
Confederate  outposts  till  the  main  lines  appeared  in  front.  They 
were  then  recalled  and  formed  part  of  the  first  line  of  attack,  press- 
ing forward  under  a  frightful  tire  to  the  enemy's  second  line,  where 
the  little  command  was  almost  annihilated,  losing  15  killed,  65 
wounded  and  four  taken  prisoners.  Five  of  the  wounded  were 
fatally  hurt,  and  among  the  killed  were  the  regiment's  commander. 
Major  Walker,  Captain  E.  K.  Wilcox,  and  Second  Lieutenant 
Samuel  Morse  of  Chicopee.  Captain  Wilcox  was  serving  on  Gen- 
eral Stannard's  staff,  but  knowing  that  the  charge  was  to  be  made 
placed  himself  beside  his  comrades  and  was  killed  while  cheering 
them  on.  Of  the  744  men  who  accompanied  the  colors  of  the 
Twenty-seventh  from  York  town,  May  4,  only  83  remained,  and  dur- 
ing the  succeeding  days  at  Cold  Harbor  this  number  was  reduced 
by  two  of  the  five  officers  being  killed,  five  men  wounded  and  seven 
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taken  prisoners.  The  officers  lost  were  First  Lieutenant  F.  C. 
Wright,  acting  adjutant,  and  Edgar  II.  Coombs  of  Lee,  who  had  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  second  lieutenant  but  had  not  been  mus- 
tered. The  brigade  was  strengthened  while  before  Cold  Harbor  by 
the  addition  of  the  Eighty-ninth  New  York,  and  on  the  12th  of 
June  orders  were  received  for  General  Smith's  command  to  return 
to  White  House  Landing. 

That  night  the  regiment — commanded  since  the  death  of  Major 
Walker  by  Captain  Caswell,  who  had  been  wounded  but  not  dis- 
abled— marched  20  miles  through  the  dust  and  sand  to  the  Land- 
ing, embarking  on  transports  which  conveyed  it  to  Broadway  Land- 
ing on  the  Appomattox  near  Cobb's  Hill,  where  the  troops  went 
ashore  the  evening  of  the  14th.    Before  morning,  with  the  other 
troops  under  General  Smith,  it  crossed  the  river  on  pontons  to  take 
part  in  the  first  movement  against  Petersburg.    The  brigade  led  its 
division  by  way  of  the  Appomattox  turnpike,  engaging  the  skir- 
mishers of  the  enemy  at  1)  o'clock  and  driving  them  back  till  the 
intrenched  line  was  encountered,  near  Battery  Five,  the  artillery 
fire  from  which  wounded  11  men  of  the  Twenty-seventh,  one  mor- 
tally.   In  the  early  evening,  artillery  from  General  Hancock's  corps 
reached  the  scene  and  opened  on  the  enemy,  when  a  strong  skirmish 
line  was  advanced  and  gained  the  coveted  intrenchments. 

During  the  two  succeeding  days  the  regiment  was  engaged  in 
maneuvering  and  skirmishing,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  at 
the  general  assault  which  was  ordered  it  was  directed  to  move  for- 
ward, align  with  another  regiment  and  charge.  Under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Moore  it  advanced  through  a  terrible  fire  until  not 
an  officer  remained  with  it,  and  the  gallant  remnant  struggled  as 
near  to  the  enemy's  works,  under  the  command  of  sergeants,  as  it 
was  possible  for  human  valor  to  carry  men.  There  they  remained 
burrowing  into  the  ground  till  darkness  enabled  them  to  steal  away. 
The  loss  of  the  day  had  been  11  killed  and  28  wounded,  the  latter 
including  all  the  commissioned  officers  except  First  Lieutenant  E. 
M.  Jillson,  who  assumed  command  of  the  survivors. 

On  the  evening  of  the  19th  the  Eighteenth  Corps  was  relieved 
and  fell  back  to  Point  of  Rocks,  where  numerous  changes  occurred. 
The  Fifth  Maryland  Regiment  was  added  to  the  brigade  and  its 
Colonel  Fry  took  command,  in  place  of  General  Stannard,  assigned 
t  o  u  division.    Captain  Bailey  having  returned  to  the  Twenty-seventh 
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took  command  of  the  four  line  officers  and  114  men  present  for 
duty,  some  returns  having  been  made  from  details  and  hospitals. 
At  the  same  time  Chaplain  Wood  worth,  to  the  general  regret,  re- 
signed his  commission.  On  the  21st  the  regiment  again  returned 
to  the  works  in  front  of  the  doomed  citv,  and  from  that  time  till 
the  24th  of  August  it  was  under  the  command  of  various  captains 
and  lieutenants,  engaged  in  the  arduous  and  dangerous  duties  of 
the  siege.  During  the  time  it  had  some  20  men  wounded  and  two 
or  three  killed,  having  generally  from  180  to  200  present  for  duty. 
With  the  rest  of  the  corps,  it  massed  in  rear  of  the  Ninth  at  the 
explosion  of  the  mine,  July  30,  and  a  few  weeks  later  an  attempt 
at  reprisal  was  made  by  the  enemy  under  a  covered  way  occupied 
by  the  Twenty -seventh  ;  but  fortunately  the  distance  was  misjudged, 
and  the  magazine  was  placed  forward  of  the  works  intended  to  be 
destroyed,  so  that  the  defenders  were  only  covered  by  dirt  by  the 
explosion. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  August  the  regiment  was 
relieved  from  duty  in  the  trenches  and  recrossed  the  Appomattox, 
encamping  near  Cobb's  Hill  once  more.  There  it  remained  in 
amiable  relations  with  the  opposing  picket  lines  till  the  17th  of 
September,  when  steamer  was  taken  and  the  command  went  that 
evening  to  Portsmouth,  where  Colonel  H.  C.  Lee,  finally  released 
from  rebel  prisons,  was  awaiting  his  regiment.  Through  his  in- 
fluence the  men  whose  terms  of  service  had  nearly  expired  received 
permission  to  return  at  once  to  Massachusetts,  the  rest  of  the  bri- 
gade having  gone  or  being  ordered  to  North  Carolina.  The  home- 
ward bound  detachment  numbered  179,  who  under  the  command  of 
Captain  William  McKay  reached  Springfield  on  the  28th  and  were 
enthusiastically  received.  On  the  29th  they  were  mustered  out  of 
the  United  States  service. 

The  re-enlisted  men  and  recruits  still  composing  the  regiment  in 
the  field  sailed  by  the  steamer  United  States  to  Beaufort, N.  C.,and 
on  the  21st  under  command  of  Major  Moore  went  into  camp  at 
Carolina  City,  where  in  the  midst  of  yellow  fever  they  remained  till 
November  28,  suffering  considerably  from  the  disease.  On  that 
date  camp  was  broken  and  the  regiment,  now  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Bartholomew,  who  had  been  exchanged,  went  to 
Beaufort  where  it  performed  provost  duty  till  the  4th  of  December. 
It  was  then  sent  in  light  marching  order  to  Newborn  to  take  part 
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in  a  movement  against  Rainbow  Bluff  in  support  of  the  projected 
attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  near  Wilmington.  Battery  A,  Third  New- 
York,  were  dismounted  and  consolidated  for  the  time  with  the 
Twenty-seventh,  and  the  force  of  some  six  regiments  was  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Frankle  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Heavy 
Artillery.  The  column  started  from  Plymouth  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  December  9,  the  Twenty-seventh  in  the  advance  with  the 
Ninth  New  Jersey.  The  enemy  were  encountered  five  miles  out  and 
pressed  back  to  Foster's  Mills,  where  they  made  a  stand  behind  a 
creek,  the  bridge  across  which  had  been  destroyed.  Under  cover  of 
artillery  fire  the  bridge  was  repaired,  when  the  foe  fell  back,  the 
Twenty-seventh  having  lost  one  killed  and  one  wounded  during  the 
engagement. 

That  night  the  column  camped  at  Williamston,  where  it  remained 
the  following  day,  but  at  night  again  advanced  and  soon  after 
midnight  approached  the  Confederate  position  at  Butler's  Bridge. 
There  the  force  was  divided,  the  Twenty-seventh  with  the  Ninth 
New  Jersey  by  a  roundabout  way  seeking  the  rear  of  the  position, 
which  they  successfully  gained,  capturing  the  commandant  with  130 
of  his  garrison,  and  dispersing  the  rest,  as  well  as  a  body  of  rein- 
forcements for  whom  they  had  at  first  been  mistaken  by  the  Con- 
federates. As  the  force  could  do  no  more  for  the  want  of  supplies, 
a  retrograde  movement  was  made  from  point  to  point  till  Plymouth 
was  reached.  Early  in  January,  1865,  the  regiment  was  ordered 
back  toNewbern,and  after  some  perplexing  and  contradictory  orders 
was  finally  assigned  to  outpost  duty — six  companies  under  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Bartholomew  at  Rocky  Run  and  the  remainder  under 
Captain  McKay  at  Red  House.  Several  changes  occurred  among 
the  companies  on  this  duty,  and  on  the  15th  of  February  30  re- 
cruits were  received,  raising  the  total  effective  strength  of  the  regi- 
ment to  264  men. 

General  Schofield  with  the  Twenty -third  Corps  having  entered 
North  Carolina  and  begun  an  advance  in  co-operation  with  that  of 
(ieneral  Sherman  through  the  Carolinas,  the  Twenty-seventh  with 
the  Fifteenth  Connecticut  under  command  of  Colonel  C.  L.  Uphain, 
forming  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  district  of  Beaufort  — 
was  ordered  on  the  3d  of  March  to  report  in  light  order  at  Core 
Creek.  From  that  point  a  column  under  General  Cox  advanced  on 
the  6th,  the  Twenty -seventh  leading  as  skirmishers  during  the  day. 
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On  the  7th  the  regiment  was  not  engaged  while  the  column  was  ad- 
vancing with  some  fighting  to  Wise  Forks,  but  the  following  day, 
when  Southwest  Creek  had  been  gained,  rumors  were  received  that 
a  flank  attack  might  be  expected,  and  the  Twenty-seventh  were 
posted  across  British  road  to  guard  against  that  danger.  While 
thus  isolated,  with  only  the  Fifteenth  near,  they  were  attacked  and 
almost  surrounded  by  Hoke's  Division.  A  most  gallant  defense 
was  made,  the  little  band  holding  its  antagonists  at  bay  for  almost 
an  hour,  and  making  desperate  efforts  to  extricate  itself,  finally 
rallying  about -its  colors  after  two  standard-bearers  had  been  shot 
down  and  fighting  till  the  foe  swept  over  and  captured  such  as  sur- 
vived, only  the  stretcher-bearers,  six  or  seven  in  number,  escaping. 
Seven  had  been  killed,  40  wounded,  including  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Bartholomew  severely,  and  147  captured.  All  the  wounded  with  a 
single  exception  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  captives  were  marched  to  Libby  Prison  at  Richmond,  from 
which  they  were  paroled,  and  on  reaching  the  Union  lines  were 
given  a  month's  furlough  to  Massachusetts.  There  was  still  left  in 
the  service  a  nucleus  bearing  the  regimental  name,  which  in  a  short 
time  by  the  addition  of  convalescents  and  recruits  numbered  some 
30,  and  this  handful  was  engaged  in  guard  duty  and  kindred  detail 
till  the  26th  of  June,  when  it  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at 
Newbern  and  left  for  Massachusetts.  Readville  was  reached  on  the 
7th  of  July,  where  the  final  papers  were  prepared,  and  on  the  19th 
the  Twenty -seventh  Regiment  was  paid  off  and  formally  disbanded. 
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THE  Twenty-eighth  Regiment,  like  the  Ninth,  was  composed 
principally  of  men  of  Irish  birth  or  descent,  and  was  organ- 
ized at  Camp  Cameron,  Cambridge,  where  it  went  into  camp 
September  22, 1861.  Most  of  the  officers  were  commissioned  from 
October  8,  but  the  companies  were  not  ready  for  the  mustering 
officer  till  the  13th  of  December,  and  additional  detachments  were 
added  during  the  month  to  make  up  the  complement  of  the  regi- 
ment.   The  roster  of  officers  was  as  follows  : — 

Colonel,  William  Monteith  of  Now  York  City ;  lieutenant  colonel, 
Maclelland  Moore  ;  major,  George  W.  Cartwright ;  surgeon,  Patrick  A. 
O'Connell,  all  of  Boston;  assistant  surgeon,  George  W.  Snow  of  Chel- 
sea ;  chaplain,  Nicholas  O'Brien  of  Roxbury;  adjutant,  Charles  H. 
Sanborn  of  Boston;  quartermaster,  Addison  A.  Ilosmer  of  West  Boy ls- 
ton;  sergeant  major,  Levi  C.  Brackett  of  Boston;  quartermaster  ser- 
geant, Edmund  J.  Reed  of  Shrewsbury;  commissary  sergeant,  William 
0.  Oliver  of  Boston;  leader  of  band,  Samuel  Curry  of  Salem. 

Company  A — Captain,  Andrew  P.  Caraher  of  Lynn;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Humphrey  Sullivan;  second  lieutenant,  Jeremiah  W.  Coveney, 
both  of  Cambridge. 

Company  B— Captain,  Lawrence  P.  Barrett;  first  lieutenant,  William 
J.  Lemoyne;  second  lieutenant,  Josiah  F.  Kennison,  all  of  Boston. 

Company  C — Captain,  John  H.  Brennan;  first  lieutenant,  James 
Magee;  second  lieutenant,  William  II.  Flynn,  all  of  Boston. 

Company  D — Captain,  Andrew  J.  Lawler;  first  lieutenant,  Hugh 
P.  Boyle,  both  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Florence  Buckley  of 
Xatick. 

Company  E — Captain,  Samuel  Moore;  first  lieutenant,  James  Mc- 
Ardle;  second  lieutenant,  Jobn  Oarleton,  all  of  Boston. 

Company  F — Captain,  Jobn  Riley  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant.  Ben- 
jamin F.  Bartlett  of  Chelsea;  second  lieutenant,  Alexander  Barrett 
of  Boston. 

Company  G — Captain,  Alexander  Blaney  of  Natick;  first  lieutenant, 
William  Mitchell;  second  lieutenant,  James  Devine.  both  of  Boston. 

Company  II — Captain,  Jobn  A.  McDonald  of  Holden;  first  lieu- 
tenant, James  O'Keefe;  second  lieutenant,  Nicholas  J.  Barrett,  both- 
of  Worcester. 
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Company  I — Captain,  George  F.  McDonald;  first  lieutenant,  Moses 
J.  Emery. "both  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Edmund  H.  Fitzpatrick 
of  New  Bedford. 

Company  K — Captain,  John  J.  Cooley  ;  first  lieutenant,  John 
Ahern,  both  of  Milford;  second  lieutenant,  John  Killian  of  Iloxburv. 

The  regiment  left  Camp  Cameron  January  11,  186%  going  to 
Fort  Columbus,  New  York  harbor,  where  it  remained  till  the  14tli 
of  February.  It  then  embarked  on  the  steamer  Ericsson  for  Hilton 
Head,  off  the  South  Carolina  coast,  which  had  been  occupied  the 
previous  autumn  by  Union  troops.  The  destination  was  reached  on 
the  23d,  and  the  regiment  debarked  and  went  into  camp,  though 
not  at  the  time  brigaded,  being  attached  to  General  Thomas  W. 
Sherman's  "  Expeditionary  Corps,"  then  in  occupation  of  the  coast 
islands,  with  head-quarters  at  Port  Royal. 

The  regiment  was  transported  on  the  7th  of  April  to  Dawfuskie 
Island,  marching  the  following  day  to  the  upper  end  opposite  Fort 
Pulaski.  Companies  A  and  K  were  detached  for  service  at  Jones 
and  Bird  Islands,  Savannah  river,  being  relieved  ten  days  later  by 
Companies  D  and  I,  which  remained  till  May  6.  Colonel  Monteith 
with  the  live  companies  of  the  right  wing  was  ordered  on  the  12th 
to  Tybce  Island,  Georgia,  the  companies  returning  on  the  28th  under 
command  of  Major  Cartwright,  the  colonel  having  been  placed 
under  arrest  by  General  Hunter.  He  did  not  again  return  to  the 
regiment,  resigning  at  Newport  News  August  12.  Just  before  the 
return  of  the  right  wing  the  left  had  been  ordered  back  to  Hilton 
Head,  and  on  the  30th  the  whole  regiment  under  command  of  the 
lieutenant  colonel  left  the  latter  place  for  James  Island,  where  it 
landed  on  the  1st  of  June,  having  been  made  part  of  the  First  Bri- 
gade, General  Isaac  I.  Stevens's  (Second)  Division,  the  other  regi- 
ments of  the  brigade  being  the  Seventh  Connecticut  and  Eighth 
Michigan,  Colonel  Fenton  being  the  brigade  commander. 

Some  skirmishing  ensued,  by  which  the  Twenty-eighth  had  five 
men  wounded,  and  early  in  the  morning  of  the  16th  an  attack  was 
made  on  the  Confederate  works  near  Secessionville,  known  as  Fort 
Johnson.  The  only  avenue  of  approach  to  the  stronghold  was  by 
a  narrow  causeway  and  deployment  immediately  in  front  of  the 
hostile  works,  and  the  regiment  strove  faithfully  to  obtain  a  position 
whence  it  could  make  an  attack  or  co-operate  in  the  firing ;  but 
owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  mingling  of  the  different 
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commands  it  became  necessary  to  withdraw  the  Twenty-eighth  with 
other  troops  that  their  lines  might  be  reformed.  This  had  been 
done  and  the  command  was  ready  for  a  renewal  of  the  attack  when 
General  Benham,  in  command  of  the  field,  relinquished  the  pur- 
pose. The  loss  of  the  eight  companies  engaged,  A  and  F  being  on 
detail,  was  70,  of  whom  18  were  killed  or  mortally  wounded.  Re- 
turning to  camp,  the  regiment  remained  on  the  island  till  the  tith  of 
July,  when  it  was  taken  back  in  the  transport  Ben  Deford  to  Hilton 
Head.  At  that  time  General  Hunter  had  been  called  upon  to  for- 
ward all  troops  which  could  be  spared  from  his  department  for  the 
reinforcement  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  on  the  12th  of  July 
six  regiments  under  command  of  General  I.  I.  Stevens,  including 
the  Twenty -eighth,  embarked  for  Fortress  Monroe,  landing  at  New- 
port News  on  the  18th. 

These  regiments  were  assigned  to  General  Burnside's  command — 
tbe  Ninth  Corps — and  organized  as  the  First  Division,  comprising 
three  brigades  of  two  regiments  each.  The  Twenty-eighth  with  the 
Seventy-ninth  New  York  formed  the  Third  Brigade,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Addison  Farnsworth  of  the  Seventy-ninth,  General  Stevens 
continuing  as  division  commander.  A  week  later  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Moore  resigned,  leaving  Major  Cartwright,  who  was* soon  promoted 
to  the  lieutenant  colonelcv,  in  command  of  the  Twentv-eiirhth. 

Active  campaigning  began  after  some  two  weeks  of  waiting  and 
preparation.  Embarking  on  the  steamer  Merrimac  on  the  3d  of 
August,  the  regiment  was  taken  to  Acquia  Creek,  where  it  landed 
on  the  6th,  going  at  once  to  Fredericksburg,  in  which  vicinity  it  en- 
camped until  the  12th.  Then  it  marched  to  join  General  Pope's 
Army  of  Virginia,  near  Culpepcr,  crossing  the  Rappahannock  to 
Falmouth,  ascending  the  river  to  Rappahannock  Station,  recrossing 
there  to  the  south  side  and  continuing  the  journey,  bivouacking  on 
the  night  of  the  loth  some  seven  miles  south  of  Culpeper.  Next 
day  the  march  was  continued  to  the  vicinity  of  Raccoon  Ford  on 
the  Rapidan,  whero  the  command  remained  till  the  night  of  the 
18th.  During  this  time  it  bade  adieu  to  its  brass-band,  which  was 
mustered  out  of  service  in  obedience  to  the  general  orders  dismiss- 
ing regimental  bands.  Until  the  disastrous  Second  Bull  Run  bat- 
tle at  the  close  of  the  month,  the  regiment  spent  much  of  the  time 
inarching  back  and  forth  over  the  country,  going  on  the  10th  to 
Harnett's  Ford  on  the  Rappahannock  ;  next  day  to  Ely's  Ford,  cross- 
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ing  the  river  on  the  21st  in  support  of  a  cavalry  skirmish,  return- 
ing during  the  night  and  taking  up  the  march  to  White  Sulphur 
Springs;  thence  on  the  25th  to  Warrenton,  starting  hack  the  same 
night  toward  Warrenton  Junction,  going  on  the  27th  to  Manassas 
Junction  and  next  day  to  Centervillo. 

The  battle  opened  on  the  29th  and  the  Twenty-eighth  marching 
to  Bull  Run,  six  miles,  were  ordered  to  support  a  battery,  which 
thev  did  during  the  da  v.  That  night  thev  were  shifted  to  tbe  left 
of  the  field,  taking  position  in  front  of  a  forest  held  by  the  enemy, 
into  which  they  were  ordered  the  next  afternoon,  receiving  and  re- 
turning a  severe  lire,  continuing  to  advance  till  orders  were  received 
to  fall  back,  after  which  position  was  again  taken  in  support  of  a 
battery.  There  the  command  remained  till  the  close  of  the  day's 
fighting,  when  with  the  rest  of  the  army  it  fell  back  to  Ccntcrville, 
having  suffered  a  loss  of  18  killed,  109  wounded,  including  Major 
Cart-wright,  and  eight  missing.  Captain  Caraher  temporarily  as- 
sumed command.    Second  Lieutenant  Flynn  was  among  the  killed. 

The  day  after  the  battle  the  regiment  was  on  picket,  and  Septem- 
ber 1,  with  other  troops,  started  toward  Manassas,  marched  a  few 
miles  and  then  returned.  Moving  back  on  the  road  to  Fairfax 
Court  House,  the  two  divisions  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  commanded 
bv  General  Reno,  with  Kearnv's  Division  of  the  Third,  met  and 
checked  the  movement  of  the  Confederate  General  Jackson  threat- 
ening the  Union  right  flank  and  rear,  fighting  the  battle  of  Chan- 
t illy .  That  battle  was  brief,  ending  at  dark  in  a  heavy  rain.  Gen- 
erals Stevens  and  Kearny  being  killed  and  their  commands  suffer- 
ing severely,  but  the  intentions  of  the  enemy  were  thwarted  and 
Pope's  army  was  saved  from  an  additional  disaster.  The  Twenty- 
eighth  with  their  division  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets  and  then 
pressed  the  main  line  back  through  a  piece  of  forest  toward  Ox 
Hill,  in  which  brief  engagement  their  loss  was  15  killed,  including 
Se  cond  Lieutenant  Alexander  Barrett, 79  wounded  and  five  missing. 

It  was  decided  next  dav  to  withdraw  the  armv  within  the  de- 
fenses  of  Washington,  and  the  Twenty-eighth,  which  had  bivouacked 
near  the  field  of  battle,  marched  by  way  of  Fairfax  Court  House  to 
Alexandria  ;  thence  on  the  5th  crossing  to  Washington  and  encamp- 
ing on  Meridian  Hill.  General  McClellan  had  again  taken  com- 
mand, and  even  during  the  march  northward,  which  began  on  the 
7th,  the  work  of  reorganization  went  on.    General  Reno  retained 
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command  of  the  Ninth  Corps, to  which  a  Third  Division  was  added; 
General  0.  B.  Willeox  succeeded  the  fallen  Stevens  in  command  of 
the  First  Division,  which  was  reduced  to  two  brigades,  the  Twenty- 
eighth  being  assigned  to  the  Second,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Thomas  Welsh.  Going  by  way  of  Lcesboro,  Brookville  and  Frede- 
rick, the  regiment  on  the  14th  reached  South  Mountain,  but  did  not 
take  an  active  part  in  the  battle  in  which  the  commander  of  the 
corps  lost  his  life.  General  Reno  was  succeeded  as  corps  com-  • 
mander  by  General  J.  D.  Cox,  whose  "  Kanawha  Division"  was 
also  temporarily  attached  to  the  Ninth  Corps.  The  Twenty-eighth 
supported  a  battery  during  the  afternoon, and  at  night  went  on  picket, 
losing  during  the  engagement  six  men  wounded. 

The  following  day  the  regiment  marched  to  near  Antietam  Creek, 
and  during  the  16th  was  on  picket.  The  plan  of  the  battle  of  the 
17th  at  first  contemplated  placing  Willcox's  Division  as  the  reserve 
of  the  Ninth  Corps,  and  that  arrangement  was  made  ;  but  early  in 
the  afternoon  it  was  found  when  an  advance  was  ordered  that  the 
Second  Division,  General  Sturgis,  which  had  led  the  crossing  at 
the  "  Burnside  bridge,"  was  out  of  ammunition  and  had  suffered 
too  much  to  take  part,  and  Willeox  was  ordered  to  relieve  it.  The 
movement  across  the  bridge  was  made  under  fire,  and  at  3  o'clock, 
after  having  lain  exposed  to  the  enemy's  artillery  for  an  hour,  an 
advance  was  ordered.  A  fierce  contest  ensued,  but  the  Confeder- 
ates were  too  strong  in  men  and  position  and  the  troops  of  the 
Ninth  Corps  fell  back  toward  the  creek,  where  they  bivouacked  for 
the  night.  Out  of  less  than  200  taken  into  action  the  Twenty-eighth 
lost  12  killed,  including  Second  Lieutenant  N.  J.  Barrett,  and  36 
wounded.  During  the  l.Sth  the  regiment  was  on  the  skirmish  line, 
exchanging  shots  with  the  enemy  but  meeting  no  loss  ;  on  the  10th, 
Lee  having  made  his  retreat  into  Virginia,  it  marched  some  three 
miles,  to  the  Potomac,  remained  there  till  the  22d  and  then  with 
the  rest  of  the  corps  took  position  near  Antietam  Iron  Works. 

Then  followed  a  period  of  rest  and  recuperation  after  the  arduous 
campaigning  of  a  month,  during  which  four  important  battles  had 
been  fought.  On  the  2d  of  October  the  regiment  crossed  the  mount- 
ains into  Pleasant  Valley,  near  Harper's  Ferry,  where  it  remained 
till  the  loth,  when  during  two  days  it  marched  to  Nolan's  Ferry 
on  the  Potomac,  some  15  miles  from  Harper's  Ferry.  There  it  en- 
camped for  two  weeks,  and  on  the  18th  its  new  colonel,  Richard 
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Byrnes,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Fifth  United  States  Cavalry,  arrived  and 
took  command.  Captain  Caraher  was  made  major,  dating  from  July 
26.  Camp  was  broken  for  the  movement  into  Virginia  on  the  30th, 
when  the  regiment  forded  the  Potomac  at  Point  of  Rocks  and  ad- 
vanced to  Waterford.  Thence  on  the  2d  of  November  the  route 
led  by  slow  stages  through  Harmony,  Philemont,  Upperville,  Rector- 
ville,  Orleans,  Waterloo,  to  White  Sulphur  Springs  and  Rappahan- 
nock Station,  thence  down  the  Rappahannock,  through  Hartwood 
Church  and  Falmouth,  tents  being  pitched  nearly  opposite  Fred- 
ericksburg on  the  afternoon  of  the  19th.  General  McClellan  had 
been  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Burn- 
side  being  his  successor.  Among  the  changes  which  followed  was 
the  transfer  on  the  23d  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  from  Colonel 
Welsh's  brigade  to  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Second 
Corps,  known  as  the  Irish  Brigade  and  commanded  by  General 
Thomas  F.  Meagher.  General  Hancock  commanded  the  division 
and  General  Couch  the  corps,  which  with  the  Ninth  formed  under 
General  Sumner  the  Right  Grand  Division  of  the  army.  The  other 
regiments  of  the  brigade  were  the  Sixty-third,  Sixty-ninth  and  Eighty- 
eighth  New  York  and  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania. 

Preparations  for  the  battle  were  completed  on  the  morning  of  the 
11th  of  December,  and  camp  was  broken  early.  Owing  to  the  de- 
lay in  laying  the  bridges,  the  regiment  bivouacked  near  the  river 
that  night,  crossing  the  following  morning,  and  remaining  in  the 
streets  of  Fredericksburg  till  noon  of  the  13th.  Then  the  order 
was  given  to  attempt  the  capture  of  the  hights  in  rear  of  the  city. 
French's  Division  led,  supported  by  Hancock's  and  later  by  How- 
ard's. The  Irish  Brigade  formed  the  second  line  of  its  division, 
moving  out  from  the  city  and  across  the  canal,  deploying,  advancing, 
gaining  a  position  scarcely  60  paces  from  the  hostile  lines,  where  it 
received  without  faltering  a  fire  which  swept  down  more  than  half 
its  members;  it  endured  all  that  human  heroism  could  endure, — 
then  the  shattered  fragments  drifted  back.  The  loss  to  the  Twenty- 
eighth  was  110  killed  and  wounded,  among  the  dead  being  Second 
Lieutenants  John  Sullivan  and  William  Holland,  both  of  Milford. 
That  night  the  remnant  of  the  brigade  recrossed  the  river,  but  re- 
turned to  Fredericksburg  the  following  day  and  remained  till  the 
Union  troops  were  finally  withdrawn  during  the  night  of  the  15th. 
Winter  quarters  and  some  months  of  comparative  inaction  ensued. 
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In  addition  to  the  officers  killed  in  battle  during  the  year,  First 
Lieutenant  Boyle  had  died  of  disease  at  Hilton  Head,  May  31. 

The  winter  camp  was  broken  on  the  27th  of  April,  1803,  when 
the  regiment  marched  to  United  States  Ford  on  the  Rappahannock 
and  performed  picket  duty  in  that  vicinity  till  the  army  was  ready 
for  the  crossing  on  the  30th,  then  moving  forward  with  the  rest  of 
the  corps  till  the  night  of  the  1st  of  May.    The  brigade  was  placed 
at  Scott's  Mills,  a  point  some  five  miles  from  Chanccllorsvillc,  where 
it  remained  till  the  morning  of  the  3d  with  no  active  duty  save  that 
of  arresting  some  of  the  fugitives  from  the  broken  Eleventh  Corps 
on  the  night  of  the  2d.    Meagher's  Brigade  was  then  ordered  to 
the  front  to  support  the  Fifth  Maine  Battery,  which  was  fiercely 
engaged  when  the  troops  arrived.    In  a  short  time  nearly  every  man 
belonging  to  the  battery  was  killed  or  wounded,  when  the  brigade 
sprang  to  the  guns,  checked  the  Confederates  who  were  advancing 
for  their  capture  and  drew  the  pieces  from  the  field  by  hand.  In 
this  short  episode,  which  was  its  most  important  part  in  the  battle, 
the  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  lost  ten  men  killed  and  wounded. 
That  night  it  moved  some  two  miles  down  the  plank  road,  a  part  of 
its  number  engaging  in  the  construction  of  a  new  line  of  defenses 
while  the  rest  went  upon  picket,  and  thus  the  time  was  employed 
till  the  retreat  of  the  army  to  the  north  side  of  the  Rappahannock 
was  decided  on  and  carried  out  in  the  early  morning  of  the  t>t li. 

A  few  days  after  the  battle  General  Meagher  resigned  command 
of  the  brigade,  which  had  become  reduced  to  a  few  hundred  present 
for  duty,  and  was  succeeded  by  Colonel  Patrick  Kelly  of  the  Eighty- 
eighth.    The  old  camps,  which  had  been  reoccupied  after  the  bat- 
tle, were  quitted  for  more  healthful  quarters,  and  there  the  brigade 
awaited  the  next  move  on  the  great  chess-board, — which  proved  to 
be  the  Gettysburg  campaign.    On  the  13th  of  June  the  Twenty- 
eighth  went  on  picket  at  Deep  Run,  but  at  night  of  the  following 
day  took  up  the  march  toward  Stafford  Court  House,  continuing  on 
to  Dumfries,  Occaquan  Creek  and  Centervillc,  whence  on  the  20th 
the  regiment  inarched  to  Thoroughfare  Gap,  going  at  once  on  picket 
and  remaining  with  a  single  change  of  location  till  the  morning  of 
the  2.")th.    Then  it  moved  to  Green  Springs,  closely  followed  by  the 
enemy,  but  without  serious  fighting,  stopped  for  a  night  and  late 
the  next  evening  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Edwards  Ferry,  the  route 
thence  including  Poolesville,  Brownsville,  Urbana,  the  Monocacy 
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river,  Frederick,  Liberty  and  Uniontown.  The  latter  place  was 
reached  late  at  night  of  the  29th,  and  there  the  regiment  remained 
tiH  the  morning  of  July  1,  when  it  marched  to  Taney  town,  halted 
for  a  short  time  and  continued  on  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Gettys- 
burg, where  it  bivouacked  for  the  night, 

One  day  of  the  great  battle  had  passed  before  it  reached  the  field 
of  action,  but  on  the  morning  of  the  second  day  it  joined  forces 
with  the  troops  already  in  position  along  Cemetery  Hill,  the  First 
Division,  of  which  it  formed  a  part,  under  the  command  of  General 
Caldwell,  constituting  the  left  of  the  Second  Corps  and  connecting 
with  the  Third  under  General  Sickles.  When  the  attack  of  Long- 
street  on  the  Third  Corps  was  delivered  that  afternoon,  Caldwell's 
Division  was  advanced  in  two  lines,  of  which  the  brigades  of  Cross 
and  Kelly  formed  the  lirst.  A  fine  attack  was  delivered,  and  the 
enemy  were  driven  back,  but  the  Hanks  of  the  assaulting  column 
were  not  covered  and  were  soon  almost  enveloped  by  the  Confeder- 
ates. After  an  obstinate  fight  the  division  was  extricated,  having 
suffered  heavy  loss.  On  the  third  day  the  regiment  assisted  in  re- 
pelling the  attack  upon  the  Union  center,  which  in  its  front  was  not 
delivered  with  great  vigor.  Its  loss  during  the  two  days  reached 
101  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing. 

When  it  became  evident  on  the  5th  of  July  that  the  enemy  had 
retreated,  the  Twenty-eighth,  with  other  troops,  marched  as  far  as 
Two  Taverns,  halted  there  till  the  morning  of  the  7th  and  theu 
moved  by  way  of  Taneytown  to  near  Frederick.  Thence  passing 
through  Crampton's  Gap  and  Reedy sville  to  Jones's  Cross  Roads, 
on  the  10th,  the  regiment  with  a  few  changes  of  position  remained 
awaiting  the  expected  battle  till  the  14th,  when  it  was  found  that 
Lee's  army  had  retired  into  Virginia.  The  brigade  advanced  toward 
Falling  Waters,  but  encountered  no  foe,  bivouacked  there  for  the 
night,  and  the  15th  marched  by  way  of  Sharpsburg  and  the  Antie- 
tam  to  near  Harper's  Ferry,  passing  that  night  on  the  canal  tow- 
path.  The  next  day  the  command  encamped  in  Pleasant  Valley, 
a  few  miles  distant,  stopped  there  till  the  18th  and  then  began  a 
movement  into  Virginia  in  pursr.it  of  the  Confederate  army.  That 
day's  mareh  was  through  Harper's  Ferry  and  some  miles  up  Loudon 
Valley,  thence  by  easy  stages  to  Snicker's  Gap,  Bloomfield,  Ashby's 
and  Manassas  Gaps,  Markham  and  White  Plains  to  Warrenton  Junc- 
tion, which  was  reached  on  the  26th.    Halting  there  till  the  30th. 
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the  regiment  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Morrisville  and  encamped 
rsome  five  miles  from  Kelly's  Ford,  wherewith  two  changes  of  camp 
it  remained  during  the  month  of  August;  marching  on  the  olst  to 
the  vicinity  of  United  States  Ford,  it  bivouacked  till  the  4th  of 
September,  when  it  returned  to  the  former  camp  where  it  remained 
till  the  12th.    It  then  with  its  corps  marched  to  Rappahannock  Sta- 
tion in  support  of  the  movement  of  Ruford's  cavalry,  which  resulted 
in  driving  the  enemy's  outposts  across  the  Rapidan.    In  consequence, 
the  Twenty-eighth  marched  through  Culpcper  on  the  loth  and  fol- 
lowing the  railroad  encamped  that  night  near  the  Rapidan.  That 
river  then  became  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  armies,  and  the 
regiment  remained  in  that  vicinity,  much  of  the  time  on  picket,  till 
the  (Jth  of  October,  when  it  moved  back  some  miles  to  the  north  of 
Culpeper,  stopped  there  for  three  days,  advanced  a  few  miles  and 
then  marched  rapidly  to  the  north,  passing  Brandy  Station,  crossing 
the  Rappahannock  and  going  into  camp  near  Dealton.  Then  followed 
the  sharp  series  of  maneuvers  for  position  between  the  two  armies, 
comparatively  bloodless  but  displaying  fine  generalship  on  both  sides. 

The  Second  Corps  left  camp  on  the  12th  and  crossed  the  Rappa- 
hannock at  Rappahannock  Station  in  support  of  the  cavalry.  Re- 
crossing  during  the  night,  the  column  moved  with  little  halt  till 
Auburn  was  reached  a  few  miles  north  of  Warrenton  Junction, 
where  the  night  of  the  13th  was  passed.    Early  next  morning,  while 
preparing  breakfast,  the  regiment  with  other  troops  of  its  division 
was  opened  on  by  hostile  artillery  from  the  rear,  and  hastily  formed 
line  of  battle;  but  the  shrewd  Confederate  General  Stuart,  who  had 
allowed  his  cavalry  to  penetrate  between  parallel  columns  of  the 
Union  army  and  pass  the  night  in  that  critical  situation,  succeeded 
in  extricating  his  troopers  during  the  confusion  caused  by  a  dem- 
onstration against  the  front  of  Caldwell's  Division  by  Ewell's  Con- 
federate corps,  to  which  knowledge  of  the  strait  of  Stuart  had  been 
sent.    The  Twenty-eighth  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  and  then  as 
Hankers  accompanied  the  Union  column  northward.    Late  in  the  day 
as  Hristoe  Station  was  reached  a  fight  was  found  to  be  in  progress 
between  the  leading  divisions  of  the  Second  Corps  and  a  force  under 
General  A.  P.  Hill  consisting  of  lleth's  and  Anderson's  Divisions. 
The  attempt  of  the  Confederates  to  cut  the  Union  army  in  two  hav- 
ing- failed,  the  fighting  was  abandoned  at  dusk,  the  Twenty-eighth 
having  been  under  artillery  fire  but  without  loss;  at  10  o'clock  the 
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march  was  resumed,  Bull  Run  being  crossed  at  Blackburn's  Ford, 
three  miles  beyond  which,  General  Meade  having  reached  a  satis-' 
factory  position,  the  corps  was  disposed  in  order  of  battle,  and  till 
the  19th  remained  in  constant  expectation  of  an  attack. 

General  Lee,  having  failed  to  obtain  the  advantage  of  position 
for  which  he  hoped,  decided  not  to  trust  to  an  engagement  and  when 
on  the  morning  of  the  19th  it  was  found  that  he  had  moved  south- 
ward again  the  Twenty-eighth  with  other  troops  turned  their  steps 
in  the  same  direction.  In  two  days  Auburn  was  reached,  and  on 
the  23d  the  regiment  changed  camp  to  Warrenton,  where  it  re- 
mained till  the  7th  of  November,  when  in  support  of  the  attack  by 
the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps  on  the  Confederate  outposts  at  Rappa- 
hannock Station  it  marched  to  Kelly's  Ford,  crossed  the  Rappahan- 
nock at  that  point  the  following  morning  and  during  the  day  ad- 
vanced in  line  of  battle  some  seven  miles,  finally  bivouacking  for 
two  days  at  Perry  Hill.  On  the  10th  it  was  detached  from  the  bri- 
gade and  detailed  for  special  duty  at  East  View,  four  or  five  miles 
from  Brandy  Station,  where  it  remained  till  the  26th,  when  it 
joined  in  the  Mine  Run  campaign. 

Meeting  its  brigade  at  Germania  Ford,  it  there  crossed  the  Ra{>- 
idan,  advanced  some  distance  on  the  Gordonsville  Plank  road,  and 
next  morning  moved  forward  to  Robertson's  Tavern.  During  the 
afternoon  line  of  battle  was  formed  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  who 
next  morning  was  found  to  have  withdrawn  to  a  stronger  position. 
After  a  day  of  inaction,  the  regiment  on  the  morning  of  the  29th 
took  up  the  march  by  way  of  Robertson's  Tavern  several  miles  to 
the  left,  reaching  the  Orange  Plank  road,  when  the  enemy  was 
presently  encountered.  The  Twenty-eighth  were  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers, and  in  the  engagement  which  followed  pressed  the  hostile 
pickets  back  for  some  distance  to  the  crest  of  a  hill,  losing  five  men 
wounded.  They  held  the  picket  line  thus  established  till  evening 
of  the  next  day,  when  it  was  relieved  and  writh  the  brigade  went  to 
the  rear  as  guard  to  the  ammunition  train.  The  purpose  of  battle 
being  abandoned  by  General  Meade  on  account  of  the  enemy's 
strong  position  and  the  severe  cold  weather,  the  return  march  was 
begun  at  night  of  the  1st  of  December.  The  regiment  crossed  the 
Rapidan  early  in  the  morning  of  the  2d,  marched  that  day  to  Perry 
Hill,  stopped  there  till  the  5th,  going  then  to  Stevensburg,  where  a 
few  days  later  the  winter  camp  was  established. 
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During  the  winter  much  effort  was  made  to  increase  the  numbers 
of  the  organization,  so  that  at  the  opening  of  the  Wilderness  cam- 
paign it  took  the  field  with  20  officers  and  485  men  present  for 
duty.  Major  Caraher  having  the  previous  autumn  been  transferred 
to  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Captain  Lawler  was  promoted  to  the 
vacancy.  The  reorganization  of  the  army  to  three  corps  did  not 
affect  the  name  or  number  of  the  Irish  Brigade;  but  the  division 
was  now  commanded  by  General  Francis  C.  Barlow  and  the  brigade 
by  Colonel  Thomas  A.  Smyth.  Many  of  the  members  had  re- 
enlisted  during  the  winter,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign 
Colonel  Byrnes  was  still  in  the  Bay  State  gathering  recruits  for  his 
command,  which  he  presently  returned  to  lead  through  the  bloody 
scenes  awaiting  it. 

The  camp  at  Stevensburg  was  broken  at  night  of  the  3d  of  May, 
1804,  and  the  southward  march  began.  The  Rapidan  was  crossed 
and  the  old  battle-field  of  Chancellorsville  was  reached  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  4th.  Thence  to  Todd's  Tavern  the  regiment  moved  as 
flankers,  —  a  very  difficult  position  owing  to  the  nature  of  the 
ground.  The  following  day  General  Hancock  was  called  back  to 
the  assistance  of  the  other  corps,  which  had  encountered  Lee's  army 
in  the  Wilderness,  and  in  the  formation  of  his  command  near  the 
Brock  road  General  Barlow's  division  was  placed  at  the  left  of  the 
line.  As  the  fighting  progressed  the  division  became  sharply  en- 
gaged, Smyth's  Brigade  doing  valiant  service  and  driving  back  the 
enemy's  right,  though  at  heavy  loss.    That  of  the  Twenty-eighth 

- 

was  16  killed,  67  wounded  and  15  missing, — the  casualties  includ- 
ing Captains  James  A.  Mclntire  of  Lynn  killed  and  Charles  P. 
Smith  of  Northampton  mortally  wounded.  In  the  remainder  of 
the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  in  the  movement  to  Spottsylvania  and 
the  engagement  on  the  Po  river,  including  almost  constant  skirmish- 
ing and  fighting  up  to  the  11th,  the  regiment  had  its  full  share,  losing 
during  that  time  seven  killed,  23  wounded  and  four  missing. 

During  the  night  of  the  11th  the  corps  marched  to  the  left  and 
massed  in  an  open  field  for  an  assault  next  morning  on  the  left 
center  of  the  enemy's  lines,  near  "  The  Angle,"  Barlow's  Division 
having  the  center  of  attack,  Smyth's  Brigade  being  in  the  second 
line.  At  daylight  the  charge  was  ordered,  and  the  column  swept 
into  the  Confederate  works,  making  one  of  the  most  brilliant  and 
successful  charges  of  the  war.    But  it  was  not  a  bloodless  victory, 
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for  the  Twenty-eighth  alone  lost  ten  killed,  40  wounded  and  one 
missing,  and  the  charging  lines  being  much  broken  and  disorgan- 
ized by  the  onset  were  replaced  by  other  troops  which  carried  on 
the  stubborn  fight  which  ensued  all  through  that  day  and  the  suc- 
ceeding night.  From  that  time  till  the  17th  the  regiment  was  skir- 
mishing, marching  or  intrenching  almost  continuously,  in  the  efforts 
to  find  a  vulnerable  point  in  the  Confederate  lines.  During  the 
night  of  the  17th  the  corps  was  again  massed  for  assault  near  the 
scene  of  the  former  exploit,  and  the  charge  was  made  at  daylight 
of  *the  18th,  but  the  result  was  very  different.  The  enemy's  first 
line  was  penetrated,  but  there  the  success  ended,  and  the  assailants 
were  forced  to  withdraw  with  serious  loss.  The  Twenty-eighth  held 
on  to  what  they  had  gained  till  noon,  under  an  enfilading  fire,  when 
they  fell  back,  having  lost  11  killed  and  29  wounded.  Major  Lawler 
and  Captain  James  Magner  of  St.  Peter,  Minn.,  were  among  the 
dead,  and  Captain  William  F.  Cochrane  of  West  Roxbury  died  of 
his  wounds  two  days  later — all  of  whom  were  among  the  most 
valued  officers  of  the  organization. 

The  movement  of  the  Second  Corps  from  Spottsylvania  toward 
the  south  began  during  the  night  of  the  20th,  and  on  the  24th  the 
North  Anna  river  was  crossed,  the  regiment  remaining  under  arms 
in  an  open  field  for  two  days,  the  first  under  an  intense  heat  and 
the  next  in  a  severe  storm.  The  river  was  recrossed  on  the  26th, 
an  all-night  march  followed,  with  little  rest  till  noon  of  the  28th, 
when  the  command  bivouacked  beside  the  Pamunkcy  river.  In  the 
skirmishing  which  followed  in  that  vicinity  it  lost  one  killed  and 
two  or  three  wounded.  On  the  1st  of  June,  as  the  main  bodies  of 
the  two  armies  confronted  each  other  at  Cold  Harbor, General  Han- 
cock was  ordered  to  march  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  Union  armv 

• 

and  prolong  the  lines  in  that  direction,  and  after  a  very  trying 
march  the  indicated  position  was  occupied  and  intrenched.  On  the 
morning  of  the  3d  the  regiment  joined  in  the  general  attack,  beiiiL' 
in  the  second  'inc.  A  salient  was  struck  and  captured,  with  some 
prisoners,  but  could  not  be  held  owing  to  the  terrible  fire  from  the 
main  line  beyond  and  the  determined  attempts  made  for  its  re- 
capture. The  Union  troops  were  forced  out,  taking  such  shelter  as 
the  ground  afforded  and  later  in  the  day  retiring  to  their  intrench - 
ments.  The  loss  to  the  Twenty-eighth — more  deeply  felt  from  the 
fact  that  owing  to  their  position  they  were  unable  to  take  any  active 
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part  in  the  battle — was  ten  killed,  4G  wounded  and  one  missing.  A 
sad  los.s  for  the  command  was  that  of  Colonel  Bvrncs,  who  died  of 
his  wounds  nine  days  later  at  Washington.  First  Lieutenant  .James 
B.  West  of  Chelsea  was  also  fatally  wounded,  dying  the  next  day. 

The  regiment  remained  in  the  works  before  Cold  Harbor,  con- 
fronting the  enemy  but  without  further  loss,  till  the  movement 
aeross  the  James  was  decided  upon,  and  the  march  began  during 
the  12th  of  June.    Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  the  corps  had 
reached  the  river  at  Wilcox's  Landing;  the  following  day  it  crossed 
by  transports,  and  during  the  forenoon  of  the  25th  began  the  march 
toward  Petersburg,  though  owing  to  some  blunder  no  rations  had 
been  furnished.    On  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  Barlow's  Division 
made  an  attack  on  the  intrenchments  in  its  front,  supported  by 
other  troops,  and  gained  some  ground.    In  this  assault  Colonel 
Kelly,  commanding  the  Irish  Brigade,  was  killed,  and  the  loss  of 
the  Twenty-eighth  was  three  killed,  14  wounded  and  two  missing. 
In  the  attacks  of  the  two  following  days  the  regiment  was  in  sup- 
port, neither  actively  engaged  nor  suffering  loss. 

On  the  20th  it  was  transferred  from  the  Second  to  the  First  Bri- 
gade of  the  division,  General  Nelson  A.  Miles  being  the  new  com- 
mander, and  the  day  following  took  part  in  the  movement  of  the 
Second  Corps  to  the  left,  crossing  the  Jerusalem  Plank  road  and 
threatening  the  Weldon  Railroad.    On  the  march  the  regiment  was 
deployed  as  flankers,  and  on  the  22d  as  skirmishers  did  much  to 
check  the  success  of  Mahone's  Division,  which  had  penetrated  be- 
tween the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps  and  attacked  Barlow's  Division 
on  the  flank  and  rear.    For  its  steadfastness  on  this  occasion  the 
regiment  received  the  thanks  of  brigade  and  division  commanders. 
Its  loss  was  11,  of  whom  one  was  killed.    From  this  time,  for  more 
than  a  month  it  took  part  in  no  engagement,  being  on  picket  and 
performing  fatigue  duty. 

At  evening  of  the  26th  of  July,  under  command  of  Captain 
James  Fleming  of  Boston  (soon  after  commissioned  major),  the 
regiment  left  camp,  crossed  the  Appomattox  and  James  rivers,  and 
the  following  morning  reached  Deep  Bottom,  the  movement  being 
iriade  by  the  Second  Corps  and  Sheridan's  cavalry  in  the  hope  of 
finding 'the  enemy's  lines  in  that  quarter  insecurely  held.  Soon 
after  daylight  the  Twenty-eighth  were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  en- 
countering the  enemy,  and  getting  upon  their  Hank  drove  them  from 
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a  line  of  intrenchments,  capturing  some  prisoners  and  four  cannon. 
During  the  rest  of  the  day  the  regiment  was  on  the  picket  line,  and 
on  the  28th,  falling  back  to  the  Newmarket  road,  assisted  in  building 
intrenchments.  Its  loss  on  the  expedition  was  two  killed  and  two 
wounded.  The  column  returned  to  the  south  side  of  the  Appomattox 
on  the  night  of  the  29th,  and  after  stopping  in  support  of  the  Ninth 
Corps  during  the  day,  reached  its  former  camp  at  evening  of  the  30th. 

Another  movement  to  the  north  side  of  the  James  bv  wav  of 
Deep  Bottom  began  on  the  12th  of  August,  when  the  regiment 
marched  to  City  Point,  embarked  on  transports  the  following  day, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  landed  at  Deep  Bottom.  It  almost 
immediately  joined  in  a  demonstration  against  the  Confederates, 
losing  four  killed  and  11  wounded.  On  the  16th  the  brigade  moved 
with  a  calvary  force  by  the  Charles  City  road,  the  Twenty-eighth  being 
deployed  as  skirmishers  and  soon  coming  in  conflict  with  the  foe, 
losing  two  killed,  16  wounded  and  22  missing  in  the  stubborn  con- 
test which  ensued,  the  Confederates  forcing  back  the  Union  lines. 
Among  the  killed  on  the  14th  was  First  Lieutenant  Patrick  Nolan 
of  Boston.  The  column  being  unable  to  effect  its  purpose,  at  dusk 
of  the  20th  began  its  return  to  the  works  before  Petersburg,  the 
old  camps  being  reoccupied  the  following  morning. 

With  but  a  single  day's  rest  the  regiment  was  again  sent  to  meet 
the  enemy,  moving  to  the  left  at  Reams  Station,  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers, as  usual,  but  without  encountering  the  enemy,  and  next 
day  on  picket.  It  was  stationed  along  the  railroad  during  the  24th, 
but  returned  to  the  Station  to  bivouac  and  next  day  took  part  in 
the  fierce  fight  which  resulted  in  defeat  to  the  Union  arms,  though 
Miles's  Brigade  won  much  credit  and  the  Twenty-eighth  were  amom: 
the  last  to  leave  the  intrenchments  when  retreat  was  finally  decided 
on,  having  lost  one -killed,  seven  wounded  and  2o  missing,  and  re- 
ceiving the  thanks  of  General  Miles  for  their  gallantrv.  The  en- 
gagement,  however,  demonstrated  that  the  troops  had  been  too  much 
exhausted  by  the  long  campaign  of  the  spring  and  summer  for 
further  efficient  offensive  operations,  and  from  that  time  till  the 
coming  of  winter  there  was  little  more  than  the  routine  of  picket 
duty,  camp  service,  and  the  details  of  life  in  the  trenches. 

The  regiment  completed  three  years  in  the  United  States  service 
on  the  13th  of  December,  when  the  original  members  who  had  not 
re-en  listed,  numbering  but  two  officers  and  21  enlisted  men,  left 
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for  Boston  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cartwright,  to  be 
mustered  out.  The  recruits  and  re-enlisted  men  were  consolidated 
into  a  battalion  of  five  companies,  which  retained  the  regimental 
number,  its  officers  consisting  of  Major  James  Fleming,  Surgeon 
Peter  E.  Hubon,five  captains  and  as  many  first  lieutenants.  Major 
Fleming  was  soon  advanced  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel. 
Nothing  important  in  the  history  of  the  battalion  occurred  till  the 
opening  of  the  spring  campaign,  when  the  corps  was  commanded 
by  General  Humphreys,  the  division  by  General  Miles  and  the  First 
Brigade  by  Colonel  George  W.  Scott. 

The  first  conflict  of  the  campaign  occurred  on  the  25th  of  March, 
1865.    Following  the  capture  and  recapture  of  Fort  Stedman  that 
morning,  the  Second  Corps,  including  the  Twenty -eighth  Battalion, 
advanced  to  the  front  lines  and  after  a  pause  of  some  hours  moved 
out  to  reconnoiter  the  works  in  their  front.    The  battalion  reached 
an  advanced  position  which  it  held  till  night,  under  a  heavy  fire,  re- 
pulsing two  counter  advances  by  the  enemy.    The  ammunition  of 
the  command  was  exhausted  long  before  it  was  relieved  ;  but  it 
pluckily  held  its  ground  at  the  loss  of  seven  killed  and  09  wounded 
out  of  the  less  than  200  taken  into  action.    Four  of  the  officers 
were  wounded,  including  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fleming.    First  Lieu- 
tenant Thomas  J.  Parker,  transferred  from  the  Thirty-second  Mas- 
sachusetts, was  mortally  wounded,  dying  April  21. 

Again  on  the  29th  the  battalion  was  under  arms  and  moved  with 
the  corps  to  the  left,  crossing  Hatchers  Run  and  feeling  its  way  in 
search  of  the  enemy  till  evening  of  the  1st  of  April,  when  orders 
were  received  for  Miles' s  Division  to  report  to  General  Sheridan  on 
the  White  Oak  road.    Reaching  there  early  next  morning,  the  com- 
mand had  but  a  few  hours'  rest  when  it  was  ordered  back  by  the 
road,  and  on  reaching  the  Confederate  fortifications  found  them  de- 
serted.   The  division  then  moved  toward  Sutherland  Station  on  the 
•Southsidc  railroad,  near  which  the  Confederate  General  lleth  had 
halted  and  hastily  intrenched  to  offer  battle.    General  Miles  at- 
tacked impetuously,  but  it  was  not  till  the  third  assault  that  he  suc- 
ceeded in  dislodging  the  enemy.    In  this  engagement — its  last — the 
battalion  lost  six  wounded  of  the  20  taken  into  action,  the  rest  of 
the  command  being  absent  on  detail. 

The  end  was  near.  For  six  davs  the  remnant  of  what  had  once 
been  a  full  regiment  followed  with  its  corps  the  retreating  Confcder- 
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ates,  skirmishing  with  their  rear  guard  and  at  Farmville  on  the  7th 
developing  almost  a  battle ;  finally  on  the  9th  learning  the  glad 
tidings  of  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army  and  the  practical  close  of 
the  war.  The  battalion  was  ordered  to  Burkesviile,  where  it  re- 
mained three  weeks,  thence  going  by  way  of  Richmond  and  Fred- 
ericksburg to  Alexandria,  which  was  reached  on  the  loth  of  May. 
Eight  days  later  came  the  great  review  in  Washington,  in  which  it 
participated ;  then  followed  a  season  of  inaction  till  tho  2oth  of 
June,  when  orders  for  the  immediate  muster  out  of  the  command 
were  received.  That  interesting  event  took  place  on  the  30th,  and 
very  soon  afterward  passage  was  taken  for  Massachusetts,  Read- 
ville  being  reached  on  the  5th  of  July,  where  a  few  days  later  the 
men  were  paid  and  discharged. 
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THE  Twenty-ninth  Regiment  was  formally  organized  December 
13,  1861,  when  the  commissions  of  its  field  and  staff  officers 
bore  date,  but  most  of  its  companies  had  been  for  months  in 
the  national  service.    Seven  of  them  were  among  the  first  troops 
raised  in  the  Commonwealth  for  three  years'  service,  but  as  their 
ranks  were  filled  these  companies  were  from  the  10th  to  the  22d  of 
May  forwarded  to  Fortress  Monroe,  where  four  were  assigned  to  the 
Third  Regiment  and  the  others  to  the  Fourth, — those  organizations 
having  been  hastily  sent  forward  with  much  less  than  the  strength 
required  by  the  United  States  regulations.    At  the  expiration  of 
the  three-months'  term  of  the  militia  regiments,  these  companies 
were  by  direction  of  General  Butler  organized  into  a  battalion,  and 
served  thus  until  near  the  close  of  the  year  the  addition  of  three 
companies  completed  the  organization,  which  became  thenceforth 
the  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  Regiment.    The  following  is  the 
original  roster  of  officers, — the  dates  of  muster  of  the  companies 
into  the  United  States  service  being  given,  with  the  officers  com- 
missioned at  that  time  : — 

Colonel,  Ebenezer  W.  Pierce  of  Freetown;  lieutenant  colonel, 

Joseph  H.  Barnes  of  Boston;  major,  Charles  Chipman  of  Sandwich; 

surgeon,  Orlando  Brown  of  Wrentham;  assistant  surgeon,  George  B. 

Cogswell  of  Easton;  chaplain,  Henry  E.  Hempstead  of  Watertown; 

adjutant,  John  B.  Collingwood  of  Plymouth;  quartermaster,  Joshua 
^Norton,  3d,  of  Bridgewater;  sergeant  major,  Henry  S.  Braden;  quar- 
termaster sergeant,  William  W.  Davis,  both  of  Boston;  commissary 
sergeant,  John  B.  Pizer  of  Taunton;  hospital  steward,  John  Hardy 
of  Boston;  principal  musician,  George  E.  Crocker  of  Sandwich. 

Company  A,  "  Wightman  Rifles"  of  Boston — Captain,  Thomas 
William  Clarke;  first  lieutenant,  Joshua  Norton,  3d  (afterward  quar- 
termaster); second  lieutenant,  John  E.  White  of  Milton  (succeeded 
July  31  by  George  H.  Taylor  of  Cambridge);  mustered  May  21,  1861. 

Company  B — Captain,  Jonas  K.  Tyler;  first  lieutenant,  Samuel  A. 
Bent,  second  lieutenant,  Thomas  H.  Adams,  all  of  Boston;  mustered 
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May  14.  (The  captain  and  first  lieutenant  resigned  July  18  and  were 
succeeded  respectively  by  Israel  N.  Wilson  of  Billerica  and  Ezra  Kip- 
ley  of  Cambridge.) 

Company  C— Captain,  Lebbeus  Leach;  first  lieutenant,  Nathan  D. 
Whitman;  second  lieutenant,  Elisha  S.  Holbrook  (died  August  20, 
1801),  all  of  East  Bridgewatcr;  mustered  May  22. 

Company  D,  "Sandwich  Guards"  —  Captain,  Charles  Chipman 
(afterward  major);  first  lieutenant,  Charles  Brady;  second  lieutenant, 
Henry  A.  Kern;  mustered  May  22. 

Company  E,  "Plymouth  Kock  Guards"  of  Plymouth — Captain, 
Samuel  H.  Doten;  first  lieutenant,  John  B.  Collingwood;  second  lieu- 
tenant, Thomas  A.  Mayo;  mustered  May  22. 

Company  F — Captain,  Willard  I).  Tripp  of  Taunton;  first  lieuten- 
ant, John  A.  Sayles  of  .Somerset;  second  lieutenant,  Thomas  II.  Hus- 
band of  Taunton;  mustered  December  30. 

Company  G — Captain,  Charles  T.  Richardson  of  Pawtucket,  R.  L; 
first  lieutenant,  Freeman  A.  Taber  of  New  Bedford;  second  lieuten- 
ant, Charles  D.  Browne  of  Boston;  mustered  December  31. 

Company  H — Captain,  Henry  R.  Sibley;  first  lieutenant,  Daniel 
W.  Lee,  both  of  Charlestown;  second  lieutenant,  William  R.  Corlew 
of  Somerville;  mustered  January  13,  18(52. 

Company  I,  "Union  Guard"  of  Lynn  —  Captain,  William  D. 
Chamberlain;  first  lieutenant,  Abram  A.  Oliver;  second  lieutenant, 
John  Edward  Smith;  mustered  May  14,  18G1. 

Company  K,  "Greenough  Guards  "  of  Boston — Captain,  Joseph  H. 
Barnes  (later  lieutenant  colonel);  first  lieutenant,  James  H.  Osgood, 
Jr.;  second  lieutenant,  William  T.  Keen;  mustered  May  22. 

On  the  return  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Regiments  to  Massachu- 
setts, General  Butler  directed  Captain  Barnes  to  take  command  of 
the  battalion,  which  was  officially  known  as  the  First  Battalion  of 
Massachusetts  Volunteers.  The  command  was  for  some  time  em- 
ployed in  garrison  and  guard  duty  in  and  about  1  he  various  Union 
works  near  Fortress  Monroe,  and  a  part  of  the  force  was  posted 
across  the  creek  from  Hampton  Village  when  on  the  night  of  August 
7  it  was  burned  by  the  Confederates,  the  little  Federal  force  holding 
the  bridge  across  the  stream  and  bv  a  well-directed  musket  tire 
frustrating  several  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  cross.  A  few  days 
later  Captain  Barnes  with  five  companies  was  ordered  to  Newport 
News,  where  the  remainder  of  the  battalion's  existence  was  spent, 
and  where  the  Twenty-ninth  Regiment  was  organized.  General 
John  W.  Phelps  commanded  the  post  at  Newport  News  through 
most  of  the  service  of  the  battalion,  being  succeded  by  General 
Mansfield  in  November,  under  whom  the  regiment  was  engaged  in 
the  same  line  of  duties  which  had  occupied  the  battalion.    The  as- 
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signment  of  Colonel  Pierce  (who  had  been  a  brigadier  general  in 
the  Massachusetts  militia  before  receiving  his  commission)  to  the 
command  of  the  regiment  was  in  some  respects  an  unfortunate  one. 
During  the  winter  he  was  court-martialed,  sentenced  to  dismissal 
from  the  service,  and  General  Mansfield  approved  the  finding  of 
the  court  ;  but  it  was  disapproved  by  General  Wool,  who  had  suc- 
ceeded General  Butler  as  commander  of  the  department,  and  the 
colonel  was  restored  to  his  command. 

A  sad  accident  occurred  on  the  11th  of  February,  1862,  when  two 
members  of  the  regiment  were  killed  and  several  wounded  by  the 
bursting  of  a  Sawyer  gun,  which  was  being  fired  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  spectators.    The  land  battery  at  Camp  Butler  was  manned 
by  members  of  the  Twenty-ninth,  and  during  the  fight  between  the 
Merrimac  and  the  Union  fleet  in  the  harbor  the  five  heavy  guns 
.  took  an  active  though  an  ineffective  part.    At  the  same  time,  during 
the  second  day's  engagement  on  the  water,  a  land  attack  was 
threatened,  and  the  regiment  was  called  to  arms,  but  the  hostile 
column  retired  without  the  firing  of  a  shot.    With  this  exception 
the  usual  routine  of  camp  duty  prevailed  till  the  9th  of  May,  when 
the  men  were  awakened  at  midnight  to  pack  their  knapsacks  and 
start  for  Fortress  Monroe  next  morning.    That  point  was  reached 
soon  after  sundown,  when  the  Twenty-ninth  at  once  went  on  board 
transports  and  landed  at  Ocean  View  after  a  sail  of  an  hour.  Then 
followed  a  march  until  midnight,  which  was  resumed  next  morning, 
and  soon  after  noon  of  the  11th  Norfolk  was  reached. 

But  the  Merrimac  had  been  blown  up  and  the  place  deserted  by 
the  Confederate  army ;  so  at  night  the  regiment  retired  some  two 
miles  to  an  abandoned  camp  known  as  "  Camp  Harrison,'*  where  it  . 
remained  till  the  14th,  when  it  again  marched  to  Norfolk,  crossed 
the  ferry  into  Portsmouth  and  went  into  camp  at  the  United  States 
Marine  Hospital.    There  it  was  engaged  till  the  20th  in  patrol  and 
provost  duty,  changing  then  to  the  Gosport  Navy  Yard,  whore 
another  week  was  passed.    Again  the  camp  was  shifted  to  a  point 
just  outside  the  Confederate  earth-works,  the  command  remaining 
t  lie  re  until  the  4th  of  June,  when  a  heavy  forced  march  was  made 
to  the  village  of  Suffolk,  more  than  25  miles  distant,  where  Colonel 
Wviimn  of  the  Sixteenth  Massachusetts  was  in  command. 

Only  a  short  stop  was  made  there.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  6th 
the  regiment  took  cars  for  Portsmouth,  passing  the  night  in  the 
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depot  and  next  morning  taking  steamer  for  White  House  Landing, 
the  supply  depot  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Camping  near  the 
landing,  the  command  marched  to  the  front  next  morning  and  was 
assigned  to  General  Meagher's  Brigade  of  Richardson's  Division, 
Second  Corps,  General  Sumner  commanding.  This  was  the  famous 
"  Irish  Brigade,"  composed  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  Sixty-third  and 
Eightv-eighth  New  York,  but  it  crave  a  heartv  welcome  to  the 
Twenty-ninth,  which  was  essentially  an  American  regiment.  The 
camp  was  established  on  the  battle-field  of  Fair  Oaks,  just  in  front 
of  the  little  group  of  trees  which  gave  the  name  to  the  conflict. 

The  first  encounter  with  the  enemy  came  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
15th,  during  a  violent  thunder  storm,  when  the  Confederates  made 
a  dash  upon  the  picket  line,  composed  of  Companies  C  and  E,  driv- 
ing them  back  temporarily  and  killing  two ;  but  the  fire  of  the 
Union  batteries  speedily  obliged  the  enemy  to  retreat.  Late  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  27th  Meagher's  Brigade,  with  French's  of  the  same 
division,  was  sent  to  the  right  to  assist  Porter's  Corps,  which  was 
hard  pressed  at  Gaines  Mill.  They  were  just  in  time  to  cover  the 
retreat  of  the  Union  soldiers,  and  the  firm  front  presented  by  the 
two  brigades  checked  the  pursuing  Confederates,  who  fell  back  and 
reformed  their  line,  but  when  the  little  Federal  force  advanced  in 
line  of  battle  the  Confederates  retired  before  them  and  most  of  the 
night  was  passed  with  the  two  forces  in  close  proximity.  The 
loss  of  the  regiment  was  slight,  but  it  included  Lieutenant  Thomas 
A.  Mayo,  who  was  struck  and  killed  by  a  cannon  ball. 

Before  morning  the  Twenty-ninth  were  withdrawn,  and  apart 
from  skirmishing  and  picket  duty  had  no  further  share  in  the  fight- 
ing till  the  engagement  at  Savage's  Station,  after  McClellan's  re- 
treat had  begun,  when  their  well-directed  volleys  gave  check  to  the 
advance  of  the  enemy  at  one  point.  In  the  battle  of  White  Oak 
Swamp,  on  the  30th  of  June,  they  rendered  valiant  service  in  the 
support  of  Pettit's  Battery,  the  fire  of  which  did  much  to  hold  the 
enemy  at  bay  and  prevent  his  crossing  the  creek  which  separated 
the  two  armies.  About  the  commencement  of  the  action  Colonel 
Pierce  was  wounded,  losing  his  right  arm,  and  the  command  of  the 
regiment  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barnes.  As  the  day 
el<  sod,  the  brigade,  with  that  of  General  French,  was  ordered  to 
support  General  Sumner  at  Charles  City  Cross  Roads,  whose  troops 
were  hard  pressed,  and  going  on  a  run  arrived  there  just  in  time  to 
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fake  the  places  of  the  retiring  Federals  and  check  the  advance  of 
the  foe;  after  which  the  march  toward  Malvern  Hill  was  taken  up, 
and  just  before  daylight  that  strong  point  was  reached. 

Early  next  morning  the  brigade  was  moved  to  the  front  and 
placed  in  support  of  some  Union  batteries,  but  presently  changed 
position  to  the  extreme  right  of  McClellan's  line,  being  posted  be- 
hind a  range  of  hills,  where  it  remained  till  late  in  the  afternoon. 
At  that  time  the  brigade  was  hurried  to  the  Federal  left,  where 
■severe  fighting  had  been  going  on,  the  regiment  being  detached  and 
ordered  to  the  assistance  of  a  small  brigade  of  regulars  under  Lieu- 
enant  Colonel  Buchanan  in  support  of  some  batteries.  There  it 
'inaiued  through  the  night,  withdrawing  with  early  light  and  re- 
ining its  own  brigade  at  Harrison's  Landing,  where  it  was  highly 
wplimented  by  General  Meagher.  Its  loss  thus  far  had  been  six 
led  and  19  wounded,  some  of  the  latter  mortally.  Several  of  those 
unded  at  White  Oak  Swamp  had  to  be  left  behind,  and  Assistant 
ireon  Cogswell  who  remained  to  care  for  them  fell  into  the  hands 
he  Confederates,  rejoining  his  command  on  the  19th  of  July, 
he  regiment  was  detailed  on  outpost  duty  near  Malvern  Hill  on 
Ith  of  August,  returning  to  Haxall's  Landing  on  the  15th  and 
ollowing  day  beginning  the  march  to  Yorktown  where  it  went 
•amp  on  the  20th.  Two  days  later  Sumner's  Corps  was  ordered 
wport  News,  where  the  Twenty-ninth  encamped  amid  familiar 
;.  The  brigade  went  aboard  the  steamer  Commodore  on  the 
iebarking  at  Acquia  Creek  Landing  and  going  by  rail  to 
ickaburg,  where  it  bivouacked  on  the  27th,  but  on  the  follow- 
•  went  by  steamer  Louisiana  to  Alexandria,  marching  thence 
n  miles  up  the  river  to  Camp  California  on  Arlington  Hights. 
*s  Corps  marched  on  the  30th  to  the  support  of  General 
ho  was  falling  back  from  Manassas,  reaching  Centcrville 
>on  of  the  next  day  and  forming  line  of  battle  facing  the 
'ha  during  the  1st  of  September  pressed  upon  the  Federal 
»rs.  The  rest  of  the  army  having  retired  to  the  Washing- 
■«?s,  Sumner  began  to  fall  back  during  the  afternoon,  but 
till  late  at  night  that  the  Twenty-ninth  began  to  retire, 
ollowing:  morning,  when  a  mile  or  two  west  of  Fairfax 
use,  they  deployed  as  skirmishers  to  cover  the  Federal 
licli  position  they  received  an  attack  by  the  hostile  cavalry 
,  but  repelled  it  without  loss. 
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Being  relieved  in  the  afternoon  the  command  marched  that  night 
to  Langlev's  and  the  following  afternoon  crossed  the  Potomac  at 
Chain  Bridge,  camping  at  Tennallytown,  *vhcre  it  remained  till  the 
5th.  It  then  marched  to  Rockville  and  on  the  6th,  two  miles  be- 
yond the  town,  formed  line  of  battle  and  waited  till  the  9th.  Then 
the  march  northward  began  in  earnest,  the  regiment  passing  through 
Frederick  City  on  the  13th  and  crossing  South  Mountain  on  the 
loth,  whence  the  division  led  the  Union  infantry  till  the  column 
paused  on  the  margin  of  Antietam  Creek,  facing  the  Confederates 
on  the  hills  beyond  the  stream.  At  9  o'clock  of  the  17th,  after  the 
light  was  well  under  way,  the  division  received  orders  to  move  to 
the  right  and  till  a  gap  in  the  Union  line,  which  it  at  once  did,  ford- 
ing the  creek  and  forming  line  of  battle  beyond,  advancing  under  a 
heavy  fire  till  close  upon  the  enemy  in  a  corn-field,  when  the  order 
to  halt  and  fire  was  given  and  the  regiment- — which  was  next  to  the 
Sixty-ninth  on  the  right  of  the  brigade  line— maintained  the  contiict 
steadily  for  an  hour,  when,  General  Meagher  having  been  disabled, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Barnes  ordered  a  charge  of  his  regiment,  which 
sprang  forward  with  cheers,  the  Irish  regiments  joining,  breaking 
the  enemy  in  their  front  and  driving  them  back  with  the  assistance 
of  Caldwell's  Brigade  which  came  up  at  the  right  moment. 

The  regiment  had  rested  but  half  an  hour  when  it  was  again 
called  to  the  front  to  prolong  the  line  of  Caldwell's  Brigade,  just  at 
the  time  when  General  Ilichardson,  commanding  the  division,  was 
mortally  wounded.  Taking  a  position  on  the  left  of  the  brigade, 
the  Twenty-ninth  deployed  a  part  of  its  number  as  skirmishers  and 
remained  in  the  corn-field  during  the  rest  of  the  day,  the  succeed- 
ing night  and  all  of  the  18th — the  two  lines  being  but  a  few  hun- 
dred yards  apart  and  an  incessant  tire  being  kept  up.  That  night 
the  enemy  withdrew  and  the  19th  was  passed  by  the  regiment  in 
burying  the  dead  on  that  part  of  the  field.  Its  own  loss  had  been 
nine  killed,  31  wounded  and  four  missing. 

Going  to  the  rear  after  this  duty  was  performed,  the  Twenty-ninth 
remained  there  till  the  22d,  then  marching  by  way  of  Sharpsburg 
to  Harper's  Ferry,  fording  the  Potomac  that  evening  and  encamping 
on  Bolivar  Ilights.  In  that  vicinity  camp  was  established  for  more 
than  three  weeks,  during  which  time  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
fifth  Pennsylvania  Regiment  joined  the  brigade.  On  the  morning 
of  October  17  the  division  set  out  for  Charlcstown,  which  was  oc- 
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cupied  after  sjidc  skirmishing,  Meagher's  Brigade  taking  an  ad- 
vanced Wydnd  the  town.    The  enemy  having  been  given  to 
iinderstajiil  that  the  movement  was  in  force,  the  division  withdrew 
next  morning  to  flalltuwn,  stopped  there  for  a  night  and  returned 
to  Harper's  Ferry  on  the  following  morning,  the  expedition  having 
tnken  place  during  a  very  unpleasant  storm. 

The  movement  southward  began  on  the  20th,  the  regiment  leaving 
is  camp  that  afternoon,  crossing  the  Shenandoah  and  following  the 
iLfJjt  hank  of  the  Potomac  to  Pleasant  Yallev,  where  the  first  night 
as  passed.  Wurrenton  was  reached  on  the  9th  of  November, 
lieu  it  was  made  known  that  the  command  of  the  army  had  passed 
am  General  McClellan  to  General  Burnside  and  the  regiment 
sted  till  the  loth.  Then  followed  the  movement  toward  Falmouth, 
preparation  for  the  Fredericksburg  campaign,  the  march  of  the 
enty-ninth  occupying  three  days,  and  during  the  encampment 
r  Falmouth  which  followed,  the  regiment  was  on  the  30th  of 
•ember  transferred  from  the  Irish  Brigade  to  the  First  Brigade, 
it  Division,  Ninth  Corps.  General  Willcox  at  that  time  com- 
ded  the  corps,  General  W.  W.  Burns  the  division  and  Colonel 
'.  Christ  the  brigade. 

the  disastrous  battle  which  began  on  the  11th  and  ended  on 
5th  of  December  the  regiment  took  no  active  part ;  it  formed 
if  the  reserve  and  was  only  under  lire  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
when  moving  toward  the  left  to  support  General  Franklin, 
icn  being  wounded.  After  the  withdrawal  of  the  other  troops 
night  of  the  loth  it  remained  behind  to  take  up  three  small 
s  across  a  canal,  when  it  recrossed  the  Rappahannock, thank- 
jave  escaped  the  slaughter  of  its  late  associates  of  the  Irish 
2.  Chaplain  Ilempstead — who  had  faithfully  filled  his  office 
>f  disease  on  the  21st  after  a  short  illness.  Without  notable 
>me  weeks  passed,  the  corps  taking  no  part  in  the  domoraliz- 
ch  of  January  20-23,  1803,  known  as  the  "Mud  march." 
Jiurnside  was  succeeded  by  General  Hooker  directly  after 
nt,  and  on  the  odi  of  February  the  Ninth  Corps  received 
»  proceed  at  a  moment's  notice  to  Fortress  Monroe, 
wen  ty -ninth  did  not  break  camp  till  the  12th,  when  cars 
kii  at  Falmouth  for  Aequia  Creek  Landing,  where  the  com- 
s  transferred  to  the  steamer  Hero,  reporting  on  the  14th 
il  Willcox  at  Newport  News,  and  for  the  third  time  the 
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regimental  camp  was  pitched  near  the  "  Brick  House."  The  corps, 
having  been  reorganized  under  the  command  of  General  John  G. 
Parke,  General  Willcox  taking  charge  of  the  First  Division,  was 
ordered  to  the  West  at  the  request  of  General  Burnside,  then  in 
command  in  Tennessee,  and  the  regiment  went  on  board  the  City 
ui'  Richmond  on  the  21st  of  March,  reaching  Baltimore  on  the  23d 
and  at  once  taking  cars  via  Harper's  Ferry  to  Parkersburg.  There 
it  was  transferred  to  the  steamer  Eclipse,  reaching  Cincinnati  on 
the  26th  and  after  an  ovation  in  the  city  crossing  the  river  to  Coving- 
ton, Ky.,  whence  it  went  by  rail  that  night  to  near  Paris.  On  the  3d 
of  April  it  marched  into  the  town  making  its  quarters  in  and  about 
the  court-house,  Colonel  Pierce,  who  had  rejoined  the  regiment  just 
before  it  left  Newport  News,  being  made  commandant  of  the  post. 

The  duty  devolving  upon  the  command  was  not  arduous,  being 
principally  to  search  out  and  guard  against  guerrillas,  which 
swarmed  through  the  region,  and  the  best  of  feeling  existed  between 
the  inhabitants  of  the  place  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Twenty- 
ninth,  so  much  that  on  one  occasion  when  the  force  at  Paris  was 
ordered  to  another  point  a  petition  generally  signed  by  the  citizens 
was  sent  to  General  Burnside  asking  that  the  change  be  not  made, 
and  the  request  was  granted.  The  regiment  marched  on  the  26th 
to  rejoin  its  brigade,  leaving  Colonel  Pierce  in  command  at  Paris. 
Going  by  rail  to  Nicholasville,  it  marched  thence  to  Stanford,  where 
the  brigade  was  found  on  the  29th.  The  next  day  a  march  of  18 
miles  took  the  force  to  Carpenter's  Creek,  where  it  rested  till  the 
5th  of  May.  Then  came  two  days'  march  to  the  vicinity  of  Somer- 
set, with  a  halt  until  the  4th  of  June,  when  with  eight  days'  rations 
the  men  set  forth  for  Nicholasville,  71  miles  distant  over  the  mount- 
ains, making  the  distance  in  less  than  four  days. 

The  Ninth  Corps  had  been  ordered  to  reinforce  General  Grant  in 
front  of  Vicksburg,  and  cars  were  at  once  taken  for  Cincinnati, 
where  the  command  with  a  brief  stop  was  transferred  to  another 
train  and  on  the  10th  reached  Cairo,  111.  At  that  point  the  Twenty- 
ninth  went  aboard  the  steamer  Mariner  and  started  down  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  stopping  three  days  at  Memphis  for  orders.  Resum- 
ing the  journey  on  the  14th,  steaming  along  during  the  day  and 
"tying  up"  for  the  night,  the  fleet  of  transports  reached  Snyder s 
Bluff  on  the  Yazoo  during  the  Nth,  having  been  once  fired  on  by 
guerrillas  hid  behind  the  levee.    The  troops  being  disembarked 
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went  into  camp  near  the  river,  the  Twenty-ninth  forming  the  right 
0/  the  brigade.  Twelve  days  later,  after  severe  work  in  the  hot  sun 
upon  intrcnehments,  the  regiment  hcgan  to  move  toward  Vicksburg, 
/celingits  way  along  slowly  till  morning  of  the  4th  of  July,  when 
flie  joyful  intelligence  of  the  surrender  of  the  city  was  received. 

It  then  encamped  till  the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  when  it  set  out 
rith  the  rest  of  the  brigade  following  the  force  under  General  Sher- 
ian  which  was  pursuing  General  Johnston  in  his  retreat  toward 
ackson,  the  capital  of  Mississippi.  With  little  sleep  and  almost 
cessant  though  not  very  rapid  movement,  the  command  marched 
1  the  rear  guard  of  the  Confederates  was  overtaken  on  the  after- 
on  of  the  10th  and  the  following  morning  the  regiment  went  into 
y  first  line  of  battle  near  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  some  five  miles 
m  Jackson.  This  position  was  held  till  the  16th,  when  an  ad- 
cc  was  made  close  up  to  the  enemy's  works,  and  during  the  ch- 
it night  some  scouts  from  the  regiment  were  first  to  discover 
report  (though  the  report  was  not  then  credited)  that  the  city 
being  evacuated.  The  truth  of  the  report  was  substantiated 
cxt  morning,  when  the  regiment  advanced  into  the  city,  where 
lained  till  afternoon.  It  was  then  ordered  back  a  few  miles, 
g  till  the  20th,  when  the  return  march  toward  Vicksburg  be- 
lie Twenty -ninth  being  detailed  as  provost  guard  at  the  rear 
corps,  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barnes  as  provost  marshal, 
as  a  very  trying  position,  as  the  column  moved  rapidly,  the 
r  was  oppressive  and  the  orders  to  repress  straggling  were 
it. 

>ig  Black  river  was  reached  on  the  2'2d,  when  a  day  was  de- 
fathering  the  scattered  commands,  after  which  the  column 
to  the  old  camps  at  Milldale.    During  the  expedition  the 
had  lost  but  one 'man  killed  by  the  foe,  but  several  had 
n  hardship  and  sickness,  among  the  number  being  First 
ifs  Ezra  Ripley  and  John  B.  Collingwood  and  Second  Licu- 
>race  A.  .Jenks  of  Plymouth.    The  Ninth  Corps  had  been 
ack   to   ivontucky,  but  the  Twenty-ninth  were  unable  to 
imsportation  till  August  12,  when  they  went  aboard  the 
tlie  journey  to  Memphis  occupying  eight  days.    At  that 
were  taken  for  Cincinnati,  whence  the  regiment  crossed 
on,  wliere  it  remained  till  the  27th.    Under  command  of 
>man,  it  then  went  by  rail  to  Xicholasviile  and  camped 
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there  till  the  1st  of  September,  when  the  march  over  the  mountains 
to  Tennessee  began.  Knoxville  was  entered  the  20th,  the  column 
having  made  over  200  miles  through  a  very  difficult  region  in  order 
to  strengthen  the  force  under  General  Burnside  which  was  intended 
to  free  the  loyal  people  of  Eastern  Tennessee  from  the  presence  of 
an  armed  foe. 

Resting  until  the  8th  of  October,  the  regiment  with  its  brigade 
was  sent  forward  to  join  the  corps,  reaching  Bull's  Gap  on  the  i>th, 
and  the  following  day  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Blue  Springs,  join- 
ing late  in  the  afternoon  in  a  charge  which  drove  the  encmv  from 
the  field.  Taking  up  the  pursuit  next  morning,  the  regiment  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  Rheatown,  21  miles  beyond  Blue  Springs,  and  rest- 
ing there  for  two  days  returned  on  the  15th  to  Knoxville.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  force  of  the  enemy,  now  driven  back  into  Virginia, 
General  Burnside  was  threatened  with  a  more  serious  peril  in  an 
army  coming  up  from  Chattanooga  under  General  Longstreet,  and 
on  the  20th  of  October  the  Ninth  Corps  was  advanced  to  Campbell's 
Station,  15  miles  distant,  whence  it  moved  down  the  railroad  to 
Lenoir's  Station  the  next  day,  remaining  there  on  the  alert  till  the 
14th  of  November.  On  that  morning  the  entire  Ninth  Corps — 
Christ's  Brigade  leading — was  sent  forward  to  the  support  of  Gen- 
eral White's  Division  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  near  Loudon,  which 
was  threatened  by  Longstreet.  Hough's  Ferry,  where  fighting  had 
been  going  on,  was  reached  near  night,  and  the  regiment  took  posi- 
tion near  the  enemy  at  the  right  of  the  Union  line.  Standing  to 
arms  all  night  through  a  driving  storm  and  in  a  heavy  wood,  the 
command  expected  to  advance  in  the  morning,  but  instead  was 
ordered  back  and  at  noon  halted  at  Lenoir's  once  more. 

The  men  had  barely  prepared  a  hasty  dinner  when  they  were 
called  to  arms  to  meet  the  enemy,  who  had  come  down  on  the 
Kingston  road  but  halted  on  finding  that  he  had  not"  succeeded  in 
flanking  the  Federal  position.  Very  early  next  morning  another 
parallel  race  for  Campbell's  began,  the  Union  advance  under  General 
Ilartranft  getting  into  position  but  a  few  moments  before  the  Con- 
federate column  appeared,  and  the  Twenty-ninth  on  reaching  the 
field  went  into  position  on  the  extreme  right.  Here  desultory  fight- 
ing soon  began,  and  presently  the  regiment  was  flanked  out  of  its 
position ;  but  changing  front  and  moving  skillfully  it  eluded  the 
trap  which  had  been  laid  for  it  and  reached  safety  in  good  order  and 
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with  very  few  casualties.  After  dark  the  Union  brigades  one  at  a 
time  marched  back  toward  Knox ville,  and  before  daylight  the;  hist 
were  in  position  near  Fort  Sanders  for  the  defense  of  the  citv. 

The  siege  began  the  following  day,  the  position  of  the  Twenty- 
ninth  being  at  the  right  of  the  fort,  where  its  pickets  occupied  one 
side  of  a  railroad  cut  and  the  enemy  the  other.  At  the  desperate 
issault  on  Tort  Sanders,  very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  29th,  in 
fell  Lon ".'street's  troops  were  bloodily  repulsed,  the  regiment 
;ul  a  notable  part  in  the  defense.  Six  companies  lying  near  the 
>rt  were  hurried  inside  at  the  first  appearance  of  the  assailants, 
id  the  four  which  had  been  detached  rejoined  their  comrades  in 
no  to  do  good  service.  At  the  slackening  of  the  assault  a  de- 
:hraentof  the  regiment  sallied  out  and  brought  in  a  large  number 
prisoners  and  two  battle  flags,  the  captors  of  which  in  due  time 
cived  Medals  of  Honor.  By  great  good  fortune  the  Twenty-ninth 
but  two  killed. 

ii  recognition  of  the  service  of  the  regiment  in  the  defense  of 
fort,  it  was  made  a  part  of  the  garrison,  and  in  that  duty  con- 
■d  till  the  siege  ended  by  the  withdrawal  of  Longstrect  on  t li ; 
t  of  December  4.  The  following  day  a  fruitless  expedition  was 
i  by  the  brigade  in  search  of  a  Confederate  regiment  reported  to 
been  left  behind,  and  on  the  7th  the  command,  with  the  other 
s  of  the  corps,  started  out  in  pursuit  of  the  retiring  enemy, 
's  Cross  Roads  were  reached  on  the  8th,  and  the  following  day 
arch  was  continued  to  Rutledge ;  staying  at  the  latter  place 
i  15th,  the  regiment  returned  to  Blain's  and  went  into  what 
lied  permanent  camp.  The  suffering  there  was  very  severe, 
ation  being-  a  bleak  plain  some  20  miles  from  Knoxville,  swept 
winds  and  often  covered  with  snow.  The  men  had  been  but 
cntly  supplied  with  clothing  and  camp  outfit  when  they  left 
He,  and  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  service  soon  reduced  them 
try  iiiir  straits.  The  rations  wore  of  the  most  inadequate 
ion,  and  though  supplemented  by  such  foraging  as  could  be 
the  impoverished  region,  the  soldiers  still  suffered  greatly, 
nirli  it  all  they  were  subordinate,  faithful  and  enthusiasti- 

•  this  time  many  of  the  members  of  the  Twenty-ninth  were 
as    mechanics  in  the  construction  of  bridges  and  boats, 
ural   skill  coupled  in  many  cases  with  practical  training 
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making  them  more  adept  than  many  of  their  fellow-.soldiers.  Dur- 
ing this  time  of  distress,  when  if  ever  the  patriotic  impulse  of  the 
men  might  be  expected  to  run  low,  many  of  the  regiment  re-enlisted 
for  another  term  of  three  years,  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  18G4, 
were  mustered  as  the  Twenty-ninth  Veteran  Regiment  of  Massa- 
chusetts. On  the  16th  camp  was  broken  and  the  command  marched 
to  Strawberry  Plain  and  crossed  the  Holston  river,  where  it  halted 
with  a  few  other  troops  as  guard  to  the  railroad  bridge  at  that  point, 
while  the  remainder  of  the  corps,  with  the  Fourth,  under  the  cum- 
mund  of  General  Sheridan,  pushed  on  toward  Virginia  in  search  of 
the  enemy. 

The  regiment  was  relieved  on  the  20th  and  fell  back  a  few  miles, 
where  it  waited  till  the  22d,  when  with  the  Seventy-ninth  New  York 
Highlanders  it  formed  the  rear  guard  of  the  column  as  it  moved 
toward  Knoxville.  About  noon,  when  some  ten  miles  short  of  its 
destination,  the  rear  guard  was  attacked  by  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
and  a  straggling  fight,  at  times  quite  sharp,  followed  till  the  near 
approach  to  Knoxville  caused  the  foe  to  withdraw,  after  having 
received  a  repulse  from  the  two  regiments,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Morrison  of  the  Seventy-ninth.  Passing  through  the  city  and  five 
miles  beyond,  the  regiment  made  its  camp  at  Erin  Station  on  the 
24th,  where  it  remained  some  three  weeks.  During  this  time  the 
members  who  had  not  re-enlisted  were  transferred  to  the  Thirty- 
sixth  Regiment,  and  the  veterans  were  ordered  to  prepare  for  their 
promised  30-days'  furlough,  though  it  was  not  to  begin  for  some 
time.  On  the  15th  the  camp  was  changed  to  near  the  city,  and  on 
the  24th  the  corps  marched  three  miles  beyond  Strawberry  Plains 
and  camped  in  the  forest.  Within  a  few  days  an  advance  was  made 
to  Morristown  and  thence  to  Mossy  Creek ;  and  in  that  vicinity, 
with  occasional  skirmishing  and  frequent  moving  back  and  forth, 
the  time  was  passed  till  the  18th  of  March,  when  the  Holston  was 
crossed  seven  miles  from  Knoxville,  and  the  following  day  the  regi- 
ment went  into  camp  near  Fort  Sanders. 

On  the  21st  the  movement  toward  Nicholasville  over  the  Cumber- 
land Mountains  began,  the  journey  being  made  extremely  trying  by 
the  bad  condition  of  the  roads  and  the  almost  incessant  storms ; 
but  the  place  was  reached  on  the  31st  and  the  following  day  the 
brigade  arrived  at  Covington,  crossed  the  river  to  Cincinnati  and 
took  up  quarters  in  the  Sixth-street  Barracks.    Leaving  there  on 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  TWENTY-NINTH  REGIMENT. 


447 


the  7th  of  April,  the  regiment  reached  Boston  on  the  9th  and  was 
•reived  with  enthusiasm,  its  furlough  continuing  till  the  16th  of 
fay,  when  it  was  again  summoned  to  the  front,  leaving  its  tattered 
little  /lags  in  Boston  and  taking  out  in  their  place  bright  new  ban- 
ts.  Washington  was  reached  on  the  18th,  the  command  going 
to  barracks,  and  the  following  day  the  detachment  of  the  original 
riment  which  had  been  serving  with  the  Thirty-sixth  Massachu- 
f.s  met  their  comrades  while  on  their  way  home,  their  term  of 
j.'tujcnt  having  expired.  This  detachment  had  served  faithfully 
he  Wilderness  and  at  Spottsylvania,  having  lost  seven  killed  and 
it  30  wounded,  out  of  some  00  present  for  duty, 
ea ving  Washington  on  the  20th  and  going  by  transport  to  Belle 
j,  the  Twenty-ninth  were  at  that  point  made  part  of  a  provis- 
brigade  under  General  Lock  wood,  marching  to  Falmouth  on 
3d.  The  Rappahannock  was  crossed  on  pontons  next  morning 
he  regiment  pushed  steadily  forward  till  it  joined  the  Army  of 
>f  omae  on  the  20th,  as  it  moved  southward  from  the  North  Anna, 
as  assigned  to  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 
undrcd  men  from  the  regiment  were  sent  on  the  skirmish  line 
the  1st  of  June,  forming  the  extreme  right  of  the  corps  line,  ' 
i  scarcely  deployed  when  the  enemy  was  found  to  be  on  the 
id  a  sharp  action  at  once  ensued  in  which  the  Twenty-ninth 
i  killed^  three  captured  and  a  dozen  wounded.  Two  days 
e  regiment  was  transferred  to  the  Second  Brigade,  First 
of  the  Ninth  Corps,  but  did  not  reach  the  command  in  time 
e  heavily  in  the  desperate  fighting  of  that  day,  losing  but 
•n  wounded.  During  the  subsequent  operations  at  Cold 
8  part  was  that  of  detail  and  skirmish,  with  no  results  of 
?e,  and  when  the  army  moved  southward  it  crossed  the 
h  its  fellow-regiments,  reaching  the  lines  in  front  of  Peters- 
n  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  and  forming  a  supporting  line 
ps  already  in  position. 

>rning  the  First  Division  moved  up  and  occupied  works 
been  gained  by  a  charge  of  the  Second  Division,  and 
i  afternoon  was  ordered  to  charge  the  works  in  its 
'^irst  and  Second  Brigades  (the  latter  commanded  by 
rce)  forming  the  first  line  with  the  Third  Brigade  in 
rhile  in  waiting  for  the  signal  to  advance,  word  was  re- 
the   charge  would  not  be  ordered,  immediately  after 
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which  the  command  "  Forward ! "  rang  along  the  line.  The  lead- 
ing brigades  encountered  a  terrific  fire  and  were  thrown  into  some 
confusion,  but  the  supports  coining  up  the  whole  force  pressed  for- 
ward and  effected  a  lodgment  in  the  hostile  works.  In  this  charge 
three  bearers  of  the  Twenty-ninth's  battle-flag  were  killed  in  quick 
succession — Sergeants  Silas  X.  Grosvcnor,  John  A.  Tighe  and  Ser- 
geant Major  William  F.  Willis.  The  latter  fell  as  the  regiment  was 
being  temporarily  forced  back,  and  the  flag  was  for  the  moment 
abandoned  on  the  field,  but  as  soon  as  the  loss  was  discovered  several 
volunteers  rushed  forward  through  the  fire  and  rescued  the  beloved 
standard.  The  regiment,  which  took  less  than  100  men  into  the 
fight,  had  lost  six  killed  and  23  wounded,  including  First  Lieuten- 
ant George  W.  Pope  mortally. 

From  that  time  till  the  early  days  of  July  the  Twenty-ninth  were 
alternately  in  the  works  at  the  front,  skirmishing  with  or  watching 
the  enemy,  or  a  little  distance  at  the  rear  to  obtain  sufficient  rest  to 
prevent  the  men  from  utterly  breaking  down,  when  they  were  de- 
tailed as  provost  guard  for  the  division,  and  were  thus  employed  for 
some  three  weeks.  On  the  23d  the  regiment  was  transferred  to  the 
First  Brigade,  of  which  General  William  F.  Bartlett  that  day  as- 
sumed command.  Next  day  it  returned  to  duty  in  the  trenches  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  30th  took  part  in  the  terribly  disastrous  action  of 
the  Mine,  in  which,  charging  into  the  crater  with  its  fellow-regiments 
of  the  First  Division,  followed  by  the  other  divisions  of  the  Ninth 
Corps,  it  suffered  from  its  short  line  the  loss  of  three  killed,  seven 
wounded  and  six  captured.  General  Bartlett  being  disabled  by  the 
shattering  of  his  artificial  leg  and  captured,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Barnes  took  command  of  the  brigade,  and  as  Major  Chipman  had 
been  for  some  time  detailed  to  the  command  of  the  Fourteenth  New 
York  Heavy  Artillery,  the  command  of  the  Twenty-ninth  devolved 
upon  Captain  Tripp.  Major  Chipman  was  mortally  wounded  on  the 
7th  of  August  while  on  service  with  the  Fourteenth. 

On  the  loth  of  August  the  Ninth  Corps,  having  been  relieved  by 
the  Eighteenth,  moved  to  the  left  and  relieved  the  Fifth  which  in 
turn  extended  toward  the  Weldon  Railroad,  the  permanent  posses- 
sion of  which  was  verv  much  desired  bv  the  Federal  commanders. 
On  the  19th  the  Ninth  moved  out  to  connect  with  the  Fifth,  and 
while  on  a  march  in  a  severe  rain  storm  the  enemy  burst  out  of  the 
woods  near  Blick's  House  and  fell  upon  the  unprepared  column, 
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which  quickly  formed  line  and  repelled  the  assault,  the  Twenty- 
ninth  losing  six  men  wounded ,  one  fatally.  The  extended  line  being 
intrenched  was  held  for  some  time  without  events  of  particular 
moment.  On  the  1st  of  September  the  three  white  divisions  of  the 
corps  were  consolidated  to  two,  the  Twenty-ninth,  with  the  Fifty- 
seventh  and  Fifty-ninth  Massachusetts,  Third  Maryland,  One  Ilim- 
Iredth  Pennsylvania  and  Fourteenth  New  York,  constituting  the 
rhird  Brigade,  First  Division.  On  the  10th,  83  recruits  were  re- 
vived  hy  the  regiment,  of  which  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barnes  four 
uys  later  took  command,  Colonel  McLaugblcn  of  the  Fifty-seventh 
king  charge  of  the  brigade.  The  regiment  was  detailed  on  the 
ih  for  a  part  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Howard,  where  it  remained 
I  the  5th  of  October,  when  it  returned  to  the  brigade  on  duty  at 
•  front  near  Poplar  Springs  Church. 

Lionel  Pierce  was  mustered  out  of  service  on  the  8th  of  Novem- 
,  as  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barnes  had  been  on  the  9th  of  October, 
Captain  Tripp,  who  had  been  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel 
not  mustered,  followed  on  the  13th  of  December.  Captain  T. 
■Jarke  was  commissioned  colonel  (but  not  mustered),  Captain 
les  D.  Browne  as  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Captain  Richardson 
ijor.  The  latter  had  command  of  the  regiment  during  most  of 
inter,  the  two  former  having  been  detailed  for  staff  duty, 
tifortable  winter  quarters  had  been  prepared  by  the  men  near 
:ampson,  when  on  the  20th  of  November  the  corps  was  ordered 
o  the  right,  and  the  Twenty-ninth  took  position  as  garrison  of 
rr  No.  11,  a  very  inoffensive  earth-work,  built  for  two  guns, 
i ad  never  been  mounted.  The  other  regiments  of  the  brigade 
sposed  on  like  duty  in  the  vicinity,  and  though  often  under 
winter  was  passed  without  notable  occurrence  in  the  history 
cgimcnt.  It  was  destined,  however,  to  bear  an  important 
the  battle  of  Fort  Stedman  on  the  25th  of  March,  1805, 
j  Confederates  stealthily  crept  through  the  ravine  some  dis- 
thc  right  of  Battery  11  and  poured  into  the  rear  of  Sted- 
hiring  that  work  almost  without  a  struggle, 
ii ir  convinced  that  all  was  not  right,  Major  Richardson 
>  garrison,  and  not  long  after  the  enemy  came  stealing  in 
r  of  the  redoubt.  A  furious  hand  to  hand  fight  at  once 
suiting  in  the  discomfiture  of  the  foe  at  that  point  and 
e  of   some  350 — nearly  twice  the  number  of  the  Twenty- 
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ninth  engaged,  though  not  without  loss  to  the  defenders.  The  Fifty- 
ninth  Massachusetts  under  Major  Gould  was  now  brought  up  as  a 
reinforcement  by  General  McLaughlen,  commanding  the  brigade, — 
the  latter  riding  from  the  fort  directly  into  the  enemy's  lines,  where 
he  was  captured.  Going  out  soon  after  to  establish  a  picket  line  in 
the  rear  of  the  battery,  Major  Richardson  found  on  falling  back  as 
the  enemy  advanced  for  a  second  assault  that  most  of  the  garrison 
had  evacuated  the  works,  seeking  safety  in  Fort  Haskell.  The  re- 
sult was  the  capture  of  the  major,  Captain  Taylor  and  a  consider- 
able number  of  their  brave  subordinates.  The  entire  corps  was  by 
this  time  under  arms  and  the  lost  ground  was  speedily  regained. 
Battery  11  was  soon  retaken,  Color  Bearer  Conrad  Homan  of  the 
Twenty-ninth  being  the  first  to  enter  it,  for  which  he  received  a 
commission  as  first  lieutenant  and  a  Medal  of  Honor.  Apart  from 
the  wounded  and  the  captured,  whose  numbers  were  not  reported, 
the  regiment  lost  ten  killed,  including  First  Lieutenant  Nathaniel 
Burgess  of  Plymouth.  The  officers  and  men  exhibited  much  bravery 
in  the  severe  test  to  which  they  had  been  subjected,  and  many  brevet 
promotions  were  bestowed  in  recognition  thereof. 

After  the  re-establishing  of  the  lines  the  remnants  of  the  regi- 
ment resumed  duty  as  garrison  of  Battery  11,  supported  by  the 
Fifty-seventh  and  Fifty-ninth  Massachusetts,  and  the  command  was 
not  further  engaged  during  the  remainder  of  the  siege,  though  em- 
ployed somewhat  in  the  demonstrations  of  the  1st  and  2d  of  April, 
in  connection  with  the  storming  of  the  Confederate  lines.  On  the 
morning  of  the  3d  the  regiment  passed  over  the  lately  hostile  works 
and  through  the  city  of  Petersburg,  going  on  picket  beyond  the  Ap- 
pomattox but  on  the  5th  recrossed  that  stream  and  proceeded  by 
easy  stages  to  Wilson's  Station,  whence  on  the  21st  the  corps  was 
ordered  to  Washington.  The  regiment  reached  Alexandria  on  the 
28th  and  the  day  following  was  detached  as  provost  guard  for 
Georgetown  and  for  duty  at  General  Willcox's  district  head-quarters. 
It  thus  did  not  participate  in  the  grand  review  of  the  23d  of  May, 
being  employed  in  guarding  the  streets. 

Colonel  Clarke  returned  to  the  command  on  the  7th  of  June,  and 
on  the  9th  the  portion  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Regiment  whose  term  of 
service  did  not  date  from  the  original  muster  of  that  organization 
was  transferred  by  the  election  of  the  officers  and  men  to  the  Twenty- 
ninth.    On  the  same  day  Colonel  Clarke's  command  marched  to 
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Tennallytown,  Md.,  where  it  remained  till  the  29th  of  July,  when 
it  was  mustered  out  of  the  national  service  and  set  out  for  Massa- 
chusetts, in  company  with  the  Fifty-seventh.    The  two  regiments 
paraded  in  New  York  as  they  passed  through  and  were  addressed 
by  (Jeneral  Burnside,  continuing  their  journey  homeward  by  the 
>'hore  Line  railroad.    It  was  not  till  the  11th  of  August  that  the 
Twenty-ninth  were  finally  paid  off  and  discharged,  for  which  events 
the  men  waited  at  Readville,  completing  thus  for  seven  of  the  com- 
panies a  continuous  service  of  four  years  and  three  months. 
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THE  Thirtieth  Regiment  was  one  of  those  raised  by  General 
Butler  during  the  fall  and  early  winter  of  1801-2,  at  the 
time  of  the  unfortunate  misunderstanding  between  that  ofii- 
cer  and  Governor  Andrew.  It  was  at  first  known  as  the  Eastern 
Bay  State  Regiment,  and  was  organized  at  Camp  Chase,  Lowell, 
where  recruits  began  to  gather  early  in  September  and  were  mustered 
at  various  times  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  and  the  early 
part  of  January.  As  no  agreement  was  reached  between  General 
Butler  and  Governor  Andrew  as  to  its  officers,  the  regiment  left  the 
state  under  the  command  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jonas  H. 
French  and  Major  Charles  J.  Paine,  both  of  Boston,  with  an  incom- 
plete corps  of  subordinates  selected  by  General  Butler.  Leaving 
Camp  Chase  on  the  2d  of  January,  1862,  nine  companies  embarked 
on  the  steamer  Constitution,  and  after  lying  in  Boston  Harbor  till 
the  13th  sailed  for  Fortress  Monroe,  where  they  arrived  on  the  10th. 
Debarking  on  the  20th,  the  command  encamped  at  Camp  Stanton 
till  the  2d  of  February.  Re-embarking  then,  after  making  one  or 
two  vain  efforts  to  get  under  way,  it  finally  sailed  on  the  6th,  and 
on  the  12th  reached  its  destination  at  Ship  Island,  where  General 
Butler's  force  for  the  capture  of  New  Orleans  was  being  gathered 
and  organized.  The  Thirtieth  at  once  debarked  and  pitched  their 
tents  on  the  sandy  expanse  of  the  island,  naming  the  location  Camp 
Thompson.  Company  K  arrived  on  the  9th  of  March,  and  during 
that  month  the  matter  of  officers  for  the  regiment  was  settled,  the 
commissions  issued  by  Governor  Andrew  being  dated  February  20, 
1802,  and  the  name  of  the  organization  was  changed  to  the  Thirtieth 
Massachusetts.  The  following  roster  of  officers  includes  the  field 
and  staff  commissioned  by  the  governor  and  the  line  ofiicers  serving 
with  the  several  companies  at  the  time  they  left  Camp  Chase: — 

Colonel,  Nathan  A.  M.  Dudley  of  Roxbury;  lieutenant  colonel, 
William  Warren  Bullock  of  Cambridge;  major,  Horace  O.  Whittemore 
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of  Boston:  surgeon,  Samuel  K.  Towle  of  Haverhill;  assistant  surgeon, 
Alfred  ¥.  Eolt  ot  Cambridge;  chaplain,  John  P.  Cleaveland  of  Low- 
cll;  adjutant,  Charles  A.  R.  Dimon  of  Salem;  quartermaster,  James 
K.  Estabrook  of  Worcester;  sergeant  major,  Selden  H.  Loring  of 
Marlboro;  quartermaster  sergeant,  H.  Warren  Howe  of  Lowell;  com- 
nissary  sergeant,  Alfred  F.  Fay  of  Boston;  hospitul  steward,  Joseph 
'tons  'of  Medford ;  principal  musician,  Royal  S.  Ripley  of  North 
'lielmsford. 

Company  A— Captain,  Henry  C.  "Welles;  first  lieutenant,  William 
Howe,  both  of  Cambridge;  second  lieutenant,  William  H.  Gardner 

Boston. 

Company  B,  Lowell— Captain,  Cadwallader  0.  Blanchard;  first  lieu- 
ant,  James  Farson;  second  lieutenant,  Edward  A.  Fiske. 
'ompany  C,  Lowell— Captain,  Samuel  D.  Shipley;  first  lieutenant, 
ham  Lorering;  second  lieutenant,  Richard  A.  Elliott, 
ompany  D— Captain, Marsh  S.  Ferris  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant, 
Fox;  second  lieutenant,  Nathaniel  K.  Reed,  both  of  Lowell. 
»mpany  E— Captain,  Robert  B.  Brown;  first  lieutenant,  Gurdon 
-own;  second  lieutenant,  William  F.  Clarke,  all  of  Boston, 
mpany  F — Captain,  Timothy  A.  Crowley;  first  lieutenant,  Brent 
?on,  Jr.,  both  of  Lowell;  second  lieutenant,  H.  A.  Fuller  of 

• 
• 

ipany  G— Captain,  Daniel  S.  Yeaton;  first  lieutenant,  Francis 
Uittior,  both  of  Lawrence ;  second  lieutenant,  Frederick  H. 
•ss  of  Lowell. 

puny  H — Captain,  John  A.  Nelson;  first  lieutenant,  Harry 
m;  second  lieutenant,  Adams  Emerson,  all  of  Chelmsford. 
>any  I,  Fire  Zouaves — Captain,  Eugene  Kelty  of  Boston;  first 
nt,  George  Barker  of  Newburyport;  second  lieutenant,  Joseph 
c,  Jr.,  of  Chelsea. 

my  K — Captain,  Jeremiah  R.  Cook  of  Gloucester;  first  lieu- 
V'fJJiam  H.  Seamans  of  Roxbury;  second  lieutenant,  Alfred 
in  of  Gloucester. 

the  refusal  of  (Tovernor  Andrew  to  commission  the  field 
j{  the  line  officers  selected  by  General  Butler  was  a  source 
•in f merit  and  vexation  to  those  who  had  taken  the  places 
their  time  and  effort  in  good  faith  to  the  organization  of 
nt,  General  Butler  provided  on  his  staff  and  in  other 
iny  of  the  disappointed  ones,  and  the  appointments  made, 
f  the  field  officers,  were  well  adapted  to  bring  out  the 
s  in  the  regiment.  Colonel  Dudley  was  a  captain  in  the 
y  who  had  received  leave  of  absence  to  take  the  higher 
volunteer  service;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bullock  was  a 
le  Massachusetts  militia,  who  held  at  the  time  of  his 
the  rank  of  brigadier  general;  while  Major  Whit  te- 
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more  had  served  as  adjutant  of  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Regiment 
during  its  three-months'  term  in  the  spring  of  1861.  The  colonel 
and  major  assumed  command  on  the  22d  of  March,  and  the  lieuten- 
ant colonel  on  the  5th  of  April.  In  the  organization  of  the  expe- 
dition the  regiment  formed  part  of  the  Third  Brigade,  composed  in 
addition  of  four  Maine  regiments,  from  the  Twelfth  to  the  Fifteenth 
inclusive,  the  First  Maine  Battery  and  one  company  of  Massachu- 
setts cavalry.  The  brigade  was  commanded  by  Colonel  George  F. 
Shepley  of  the  Twelfth  Maine. 

The  regiment  embarked  on  the  ship  North  America  April  15, 
anchoring  three  days  later  at  the  head  of  Southwest  Pass  in  the 
Mississippi  river,  where  it  remained  while  tbc  operations  against  the 
forts  were  being  carried  ou.  On  the  surrender  of  the  forts  General 
John  W.  Phelps  with  the  Thirtieth  Massachusetts,  the  Twelfth  Con- 
necticut, and  some  detachments  of  other  arms  of  the  service,  was 
ordered  to  occupy  the  strongholds.  The  regiment  therefore  sailed 
up  the  river  on  the  28th,  and  a  detachment  of  some  200  under  Major 
Whittemore  landed  and  garrisoned  Fort  St.  Philip  ;  but  before  prepa- 
rations for  permanent  occupation  were  made  General  Phelps  was 
ordered  to  turn  over  the  care  of  the  forts  to  the  Twenty-sixth  Mas- 
sachusetts Regiment,  Colonel  Jones,  and  proceed  with  his  command 
to  New  Orleans,  which  he  did,  landing  there  on  the  2d  of  May,  the 
Thirtieth  being  quartered  in  Odd  Fellows'  Hall  building.  After  a 
short  stop  in  the  city  the  regiment  sailed  up  the  river  to  Baton 
Rouge,  from  which  soon  after  arriving  it  joined  in  a  reconnaissance 
some  18  miles  into  the  country,  gathering  some  forage  and  captur- 
ing a  few  guerrillas.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bullock  was  detached 
from  the  regiment  on  the  19th  of  June  and  placed  in  command  of 
Fort  Macomb,  where  he  remained  for  some  months.  The  reports 
of  this  period  also  indicate  a  reorganization  of  the  brigades,  the 
Thirtieth  Regiment  at  that  time  forming  a  part  of  the  Second  Bri- 
gade, General  Thomas  Williams  commanding,  the  other  regiments 
ol  which  were  the  Ninth  Connecticut,  Seventh  Vermont,  Sixth 
Michigan,  Twenty-first  Indiana  and  Fourth  Wisconsin,  with  two 
batteries  of  artillery  and  a  company  of  cavalry. 

Preparations  had  meantime  been  made  for  sending  General  Will- 
iams with  most  of  his  brigade,  the  lleet  under  Farragut  co-operat- 
ing, up  the  river  to  Vicksburg;  the  intention  being  that  a  canal 
should  be  cut  across  the  tongue  of  land  opposite  the  city,  to  divert 
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the  river  from  its  course,  open  communication  past  the  stronghold, 
and  perhaps  secure  its  fall.    The  Thirtieth  set  out  on  the  10th,  four 
days  in  advance  of  the  main  body,  going  by  steamer  Iberville  and 
inaJiiiiff  several  stops  along  the  river  to  drive  away  guerrillas,  secure 
articles  contraband  of  war,  and  the  like.    The  rest  of  the  expedition 
joined  the  regiment  on  the  20th,  and  the  ascent  of  the  river  was 
continued,  the  most  important  stop  being  made  in  the  vicinity  of 
Grand  Gulf  City,  where  guerrilla  bands  had  been  especially  active 
n  fir'mt:  on  transports  and  similar  outrages.    After  a  long  and 
evere  march  their  camp  was  reached,  but  it  had  been  deserted  an 
our  before.   The  town  which  had  harbored  them  was  burned  as  a 
aminir,  and  the  troops  re-embarked  and  came  in  sight  of  Vicks- 
irg  on  the  25th.    The  command  at  once  landed,  and  while  Company 
u{  the  Thirtieth  acted  as  pioneers,  establishing  the  lines  and  clear- 
x  the  ground  for  the  laborers,  large  details  at  once  set  about  the 
•rk  of  excavating.    Not  only  did  the  soldiers  labor,  but  as  well 
v  scoured  the  surrounding  region  and  gathered  negro  laborers 
he  number  of  2,000.    For  25  days  the  task  was  prosecuted,  and 
it  12  feet  wide,  the  same  depth,  and  one  and  a  quarter  miles  in 
*th  was  made.    But  it  was  all  labor  lost.    The  river  fell  so  fast 
it  was  found  impossible  to  get  its  waters  into  the  canal ;  the 
tli  of  the  men  gave  way,  and  on  the  23d  of  July  the  brigade 
irked  for  Baton  Rouge,  which  it  reached  on  the  20th,  the  Thir- 
being  quartered  in  the  State  House. 

e  regiment  was  still  suffering  from  the  sickness  induced  by  the 
;tire  on  the  Vicksburg  expedition,  when  intelligence  was  re- 
1  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  in  force;  the  command,  350 
r,  formed  line  on  the  afternoon  of  August  4  and  marched  to 
tskirts  of  the  city,  where  position  was  taken  with  the  right 
jf  its  brigade,  which  under  command  of  General  Williams 
seel  the  entire  Federal  force  at  that  place.  The  battle  of 
Rouge  began  the  following  morning  and  the  Thirtieth  Regi- 
ster moving  to  various  points  took  post  in  support  of  the 
Massachusetts  Battery,  the  enemy  soon  opening  a  heavy  fire 
thick  piece  of  woods  in  front.  Colonel  Dudley  being  ap- 
to  the  command  of  the  right  wing  of  the  brigade,  the  regi- 
is  left  in  charge  of  Major  Whittemorc,  who  handled  it  with 
The  flight  was  lontr,  considering  the  numbers  cniraired  and 
■>  quarters  at  which  they  fought — not  over  50  yards  separat- 
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ing  the  antagonists  during  much  of  the  contest ;  but  about  9  o'clock, 
after  five  hours  of  vain  effort  to  crush  the  Union  lines,  the  Con- 
federates withdrew  and  did  not  again  renew  the  battle,  though  a 
renewal  was  awaited  during  the  day  and  evening.  The  loss  of  the 
Thirtieth  was  comparatively  slight,  in  numbers,  being  three  killed 
and  15  wounded  ;  but  among  the  dead  was  the  brave  Captain  Kelty, 
who  fell  while  deploying  his  Zouaves  as  shirmishers  almost  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle, — the  acting  adjutant  and  the 
quartermaster  were  among  the  wounded. 

The  regiment  remained  in  bivouac  just  at  the  rear  of  the  scene 
of  battle  till  the  10th,  when  there  being  no  signs  of  a  renewed  at- 
tack it  returned  to  the  State  House  and  next  day  joined  with  the 
brigade  in  forming  an  intrenched  camp  at  the  United  States  Arsenal 
Grounds,  where  with  the  gun-boats  in  the  river  covering  the  flank 
the  command  for  ten  days  waited  in  constant  expectation  of  the 
coming  of  the  enemy.  The  post  was  then  abandoned,  the  regiment 
embarking  on  transports  and  descending  the  river  to  Carrollton. 
There  it  went  into  camp  near  the  river,  the  health  of  officers  and 
men  being  badly  broken  by  the  exposures  to  which  they  had  been 
subjected  and  the  general  effect  of  the  climate,  so  that  very  few 
men  were  fit  for  duty.  Two  days  later  the  camp  was  changed  to 
Matcrie  Ridge,  some  two  miles  distant,  where  the  encampment  was 
named  Camp  Williams,  in  honor  of  the  brigade  commander  who 
had  lost  his  life  at  Baton  Rouge.  While  there  a  new  brigade  was 
formed,  consisting  of  four  infantry  regiments,  three  batteries  and 
a  cavalry  company,  to  the  command  of  which  Colonel  Dudley  was 
appointed,  it  being  known  as  the  Fifth  Brigade. 

Major  Whittemore  remained  in  command  of  the  regiment  t  ill  the 
3d  of  November,  when  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bullock  returned.  Mean- 
while, on  the  loth  of  September  the  camp  had  been  changed  to  Car- 
rollton in  the  hope  of  bettering  the  health  of  the  soldiers.  Many 
died  of  disease, — no  less  than  53  from  October  1  to  November  10, — 
and  among  those  lost  in  this  manner  during  that  fatal  autumn  were 
Captains  Crowley  and  Yeaton,  who  died  on  the  25th  of  October  and 
28th  of  November  respectively.  On  the  3d  of  November  the  regi- 
ment moved  to  the  United  States  Barracks,  four  miles  below  New 
Orleans,  where  its  camp  was  established,  and  with  the  Ninth  Con- 
necticut and  Twentv-sixth  Massachusetts  Reiriments  and  three  bat- 
teries  of  artillery  it  became  part  of  the  garrison  of  the  city,  under 
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command  of  T.  W.  Cahill.  It  was  largely  scattered  during  the  win- 
ter, detachments  being  on  duty  in  the  city  and  at  various  other  points, 
100  men  being  engaged  in  provost  duty  40  miles  down  the  river. 

This  disposition  continued  till  January  13, 1863,  when  General 
Banks  having  taken  command  of  the  Department  and  his  fresh 
troops,  largely  nine-months'  regiments,  beginning  to  arrive,  his 
forces  were  organized  as  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps.  The  Thir- 
ieth  Regiment  was  transferred  by  the  steamer  Iberville  to  Baton 
*ouge,  where  with  the  Second  Louisiana,  One  Hundred  and  Sixty- 
rst  and  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-fourth  New  York  Regiments, 

>  which  the  Fiftieth  Massachusetts  was  added  on  its  arrival,  it 
rmed  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division.  Colonel  Dudley  was  tho 
mmander  of  the  brigade  and  General  Grover  of  the  division,  but 
i  latter  was  soon  succeeded  by  General  C.  C.  Augur. 

s'ome  months  passed  in  organization  and  preparation,  during 
ich  the  duty  of  the  regiment  was  comparatively  light.  It  joined 
he  diversion  to  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson  on  the  14th  of  March, 
perative  with  the  attempt  of  Commodore  Farragut  to  run  his 

past  the  batteries,  and  after  one  day's  march  bivouacked  near 
tecino  Bayou  till  the  18th,  though  on  the  17th  Dudley's  Brigade 
i  a  hurried  march  of  a  few  miles  with  the  vain  expectation  of 
ing  the  enemy.  Returning  to  the  camp  at  Baton  Rouge  the 
ient  proceeded  at  once  up  the  river  on  the  steamer  Empire 
i  to  Winter's  plantation,  nearly  opposite  Port  Hudson,  where 
irked  and  encamped  till  the  26th,  making  one  effort  to  pene- 
lie  country  beyond,  but  the  roads  a  few  miles  out  were  found 
able  owing  to  a  crevasse.  It  then  returned  to  Baton  Rouge 
naincd  quietly  there  till  the  opening  of  the  active  campaign 

Port  Hudson. 

>  was  broken  on  the  12th  of  May  and  the  regiment  marched 
i  miles,  crossing  to  the  Bayou  Sara  road,  where  it  encamped 
?lst,  though  several  expeditions  of  a  few  miles  were  made  in 
f  the  enemy  during  the  time.  The  movement  was  resumed 
Lst,  with  the  Thirtieth  leading  the  column  ;  but  after  mak- 

fivo  miles  the  advance  encountered  the  Confederate  out- 
r  Plains  Store, and  the  battle  of  that  name  began.  Several 
s  of  tlio  Thirtieth  were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  the  others 
i, trued  to  the  support  of  artillery,  with  which  the  battle  was 
ugrht.     After  the  enemy  had  been  driven  from  their  position 
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in  front,  they  delivered  another  attack,  just  as  the  Union  troops 
were  about  bivouacking,  by  a  force  which  had  worked  itself  around 
to  the  rear;  but  that  too  was  repulsed  and  the  victors  bivouacked 
on  the  field  of  action.  The  loss  to  the  regiment  had  been  but  four 
wounded. .  The  advance  was  resumed  on  the  24th,  when  the  Thir- 
tieth deployed  as  skirmishers  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works  about 
Port  Hudson,  Quartermaster  Fuller  with  the  pioneers  being  sent 
forward  to  assist  in  working  a  battery  from  which  it  is  claimed  the 
first  shots  against  the  enemy  were  tired  at  noon  of  that  day.  From 
that  time  until  the  17th  of  June  the  regiment  was  constantly  on 
the  alert,  skirmishing,  sharp-shooting,  supporting  batteries,  moving 
hit  her  and  thither,  performing  all  the  duties  of  besieging  troops. 
Its  loss  during  this  time  was  19  wounded.  For  the  remainder  of 
the  siege  it  was  on  picket  near  Plains  Store.  Twice  when  volun- 
teers for  storming  parties  were  called  for  did  it  respond  nobly;  on 
the  first  occasion  52  and  on  the  second  30  promptly  stepping  forward. 

Port  Hudson  having  surrendered,  the  Thirtieth  with  other  troops 
marched  through  the  town  on  the  9th  of  July,  taking  transports  at 
evening  for  Donaldsonvillc,  where  they  debarked  next  morning,  one 
man  having  been  wounded  on  the  way  down  by  guerrilla  fire  from 
the  shore.  Two  or  three  days  elapsed,  during  which  the  vicinity 
was  "felt"  in  quest  of  the  enemy  ;  but  on  the  morning  of  the  13th 
some  companies  of  the  Thirtieth  acting  as  skirmishers  found  him 
in  force  at  Kock's  Plantation,  near  to  the  bivouac  of  the  previous 
night,  and  a  sharp  engagement  ensued  in  which  the  body  of  the 
regiment  soon  became  involved,  and  though  flanked  and  forced  to 
fall  back  with  heavy  loss,  brought  off  by  hand  one  of  the  two  pieces 
of  artillery  which  it  had  been  supporting.  Its  loss  in  this  engage- 
ment was  eight  killed,  37  wounded  and  one  missing.  On  the  31st 
it  took  passage  for  Baton  Rouge,  returning  to  the  old  eamp  and  re- 
maining there  for  a  month. 

The  resultless  "  Sabine  Pass  expcdition,,  called  the  regiment  from 
•  «amp  on  the  2d  of  September.  It  took  passage  to  New  Orleans, 
where  it  re-embarked  and  on  the  ship  Graham's  Polly,  towed  by  a 
steamer,  made  the  futile  trip  and  returned  to  New  Orleans,  bivouack- 
ing at  Algiers  on  the  12th.  The  time  of  service  of  the  nine- 
months'  troops  having  expired,  the  brigades,  much  reduced  in  num- 
bers, had  been  reorganized,  the  Thirtieth  now  forming  part  of  the 
First  Brigade,  First  Division  ;  Colonel  George  M-.  Love  of  the  One 
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Hundred  and  Sixteenth  New  York  commanded  the  brigade,  General 
Weitzel  the  division,  and  General  Franklin  the  corps.  After  four 
Jars  passed  at  Algiers  the  regiment  was  transported  by  rail  to 
rJrashear  City,  whence  on  the  following  day  it  crossed  to  Berwick, 
rithin  a  few  miles  uf  which  it  remained  till  the  2t3th,  when  it 
mrched  to  Camp  Bisland,  and  stopped  there  with  the  exception 
:  a  day  or  two  when  absent  on  a  foraging  expedition  till  the 
i  of  October.  It  then  joined  in  the  expedition  up  the  Bayou 
'che,  involving  some  heavy  inarches  and  various  perplexing  duties, 
t  being  on  its  part  bloodless.  Carrion  Crow  Bayou  was  reached 
the  11th,  where  the  regiment  remained  till  the  21st,  when  a  day's 
rch  took  it  eight  miles  beyond  Opclousas.  There  it  encamped 
the  1st  of  November,  when  the  column  began  falling  back,  the 
rriefh  reaching  Vermillionville  next  day.  An  atttaek  was  ex- 
cel there  during  the  afternoon  of  the  3d,  and  before  light  the 
wing  morning  the  brigade  started  back  to  Carrion  Crow  Bayou, 
lung  the  13  miles  within  four  hours ;  leaving  there  on  the  7th 
egiment  moved  southward  once  more  and  at  New  Iberia  on  the 
ent  into  winter  quarters. 

ire  it  remained  till  the  7th  of  January,  1804.  During  that 
5.57  members  re-enlisted  and  were  mustered  as  veterans,  for 

they  were  to  receive  a  furlough  of  30  days.  Lieutenant 
•I  Bullock  resigned  on  the  25th  of  November  and  Major 
•more  was  promoted,  Captain  Francis  H.  Whittier  being  made 

About  the  same  time  the  chaplaincy  was  filled  by  the  com- 
ing' of  B.  Frank  Whittemore  of  Berlin,  Chaplain  Cleaveland 
resigned  in  the  spring  of  1862.  On  the  7th  of  January  the 
i  at  New  Iberia  were  quitted,  and  on  the  9th  the  regiment 
at  Franklin.  It  remained  there  till  the  18th  of  February, 
-ortcd  to  the  landing  by  the  rest  of  the  brigade  it  embarked 
or  for  Brashear  as  the  first  stage  of  its  t rip  homeward  on 
Cars  continued  the  journey  as  far  as  Algiers,  where  on 
lhe  organization  went  into  camp  awaiting  further  transpor- 
ts crossed  to  New  Orleans  on  the  4th  of  March  and  took 
3  inauguration  of  Michael  Ilahn  as  governor  of  the  state, 

been  readmitted  to  the  Union,  and  the  succeeding  day 
l£Q  by  the  steamer  Mississippi  for  New  York  ;  there  it  was 
1  to  the  Empire  State  for  Fall  River,  going  thence  by  rail 
,  various  delays  along  the  route  having  prolonged  the 
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passage  till  early  morning  of  the  19th.  At  noon  there  was  a  public 
reception  at  Faneuil  Hall,  after  "which  the  men  wore  furloughed  till 
the  18th  of  April,  when  the  command  re-assembled  at  Boston  and 
on  the  20th  went  into  camp  on  Gallop's  Island  waiting  for  trans- 
portation to  Louisiana. 

The  return  voyage  began  the  3d  of  May  by  the  steamer  Cassandra, 
and  New  Orleans  was  reached  on  the  16th.  The  regiment  debarked 
next  day  and  encamped  at  Chalmette  on  the  famous  battle-ground 
of  1815,  where  for  a  day  or  two  Colonel  Dudley  resumed  command. 
A  fine  new  flag  was  presented  on  the  28th,  the  gift  of  Massachusetts 
women.  At  the  same  time  Lieutenant  Colonel  Whittemore,  having 
resigned  his  commission,  took  leave  of  the  regiment  which  he  had 
commanded  during  a  considerable  portion  of  its  service.  Major 
Whittier  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel,  but  in  his  absence  the 
regiment  was  commanded  by  Captain  S.  D.  Shipley.  It  left  camp 
on  the  12th  of  June,  going  by  the  steamer  Iberville  to  Morganzia, 
where  it  was  for  a  few  days  attached  to  the  First  Brigade,  First 
Division,  Thirteenth  Corps.  It  formed  part  of  that  brigade  less 
than  a  week,  howrevcr,  and  on  the  26th  was  returned  to  the  First 
Brigade,  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  with  which  it  had  been 
formerly  associated.  That  brigade  consisted  in  addition  of  the 
Twenty-ninth  Maine,  Ninetieth,  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth,  One 
Hundred  and  Sixteenth  and  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-third  New 
York  Regiments,  being  commanded  by  Colonel  George  L.  Beal  of 
the  Twenty-ninth.  In  the  duty  to  which  it  was  about  to  be  sum- 
moned, General  William  D wight  commanded  the  division  and  Gen- 
eral William  H.  Emory  the  corps. 

The  regiment  sailed  from  Morganzia  for  New  Orleans  on  the  2d 
of  July,  arriving  there  next  day  and  at  once  embarking  on  the 
steamer  Mississippi  with  two  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  under 
scaled  orders.  These  when  opened  were  found  to  be  for  Fortress 
Monroe,  and  reaching  there  on  the  12th  the  troops  were  at  once 
ordered  forward  to  Washington,  which  was  threatened  by  a  Con- 
federate force  in  Maryland  under  General  Early.  The  three  regi- 
ments debarked  at  the  national  capital  the  following  afternoon,  and 
that  night  began  marching  north  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
been  beaten  back  by  the  Sixth  Corps,  which  had  arrived  *from  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  a  day  or  two  previous.  The  Thirtieth  moved 
by  way  of  Poolesville,  Md.,  forded  the  Potomac  at  Edwards  Ferry, 
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passing  through  Leesburg,  and  on  the  18th  connecting  with  the 
•Sixth  Corps  at  Snickers  Gap.    On  the  20th  the  regiment  with  its 
associates  forded  the  Shenandoah  and  advanced  a  few  miles  toward 
Bemxilk,  when  it  turned  back  and  bv  heroic  marches  retraced  its 
steps  till  on  the  23d  it  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Chain  Bridge  and 
camped  on  the  Georgetown  Hights.    Back  again  the  column  turned 
on  the  26th,  making  its  way  through  Maryland  to  Harper's  Ferry, 
crossing  the  Potomac  there  on  the  29th  and  camping  on  Bolivar 
Hights.   But  the  following  day  the  burning  of  Chambersburg  by 
\JcCausIand  showed  that  the  enemy  were  on  loyal  soil  in  force,  and 
ack  across  the  Potomac  came  the  Union  forces,  to  interpose  against 
nother  raid  in  the  direction  of  Washington  or  Baltimore. 
At  midnight  of  the  31st  the  regiment  bivouacked  at  Catoctin 
■eek,  and  next  day  marched  to  and  through  Frederick,  encamping 
•ee  miles  out  on  the  Emmittsburg  road.    There  it  remained  till  the 
of  August,  when  it  marched  to  Monocacy,  east  of  Frederick, 
?re  on  the  following  day  Lieutenant  Colonel  Whittier  rejoined  it 
took  command.    Again  the  order  was  across  the  river  to  Har- 
5  Ferry,  but  this  time  the  regiment  was  moved  by  rail  to  Point 
ocks,  and  after  encamping  a  day  on  the  Maryland  Hights  crossed 
aiitown,  occupying  ground  just  vacated  by  the  enemy,  where 
lays  were  given  to  needed  rest  while  General  Sheridan,  who  had 
tly  taken  command  of  the  Department,  was  getting  his  forces 
id  for  a  forward  movement. 

*  began  on  the  11th,  and  two  days  took  the  army  to  Cedar 
where  it  confronted  the  Confederates  in  a  strong  position  till 
ht  of  the  15th,  when  the  Union  army  began  falling  back  .by 
i£-es,  reaching  Bolivar  Hights  on  the  22d.  On  the  3d  of 
ber  the  army  moved  forward  once  more,  taking  position  and 
ling-  near  Berryville,  where  it  remained  till  the  19th.  Gen- 
int  had  visited  Sheridan  and  approved  his  plans,  and  the 
is  the  decisive  battle  of  the  Opequan.  When  the  advance 
e  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  the  Thirtieth  Regiment  was 
;js  train  g'liard,  but  it  resumed  its  place  with  the  brigade — 
commanded  by  Colonel  Davis — about  the  middle  of  the 

The  brigade  was  then  in  column  by  regiments,  but  it 

•  deployed,  bringing  the  Thirtieth  on  the  extreme  right  of 
batt  le,  their  right  resting  on  a  deep  ravine  through  which 

ill  st  ream.     Tbey  were  not  very  actively  engaged  while  in 
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this  position,  though  suffering  somewhat  from  the  fire  of  a  Confed- 
erate battcrv  on  their  right.  At  one  time  they  were  ordered  across 
the  ravine  in  support  of  a  skirmish  line  operating  against  the  ob- 
noxious battery  ;  but  finding  it  strongly  supported  returned  to  their 
position,  which  was  firmly  held  during  the  critical  hours  of  the 
battle.  When  the  Confederate  lines  finally  gave  back  and  then 
were  swept  to  the  rear  in  disorder,  the  Thirtieth  joined  in  the  for- 
ward movement  and  bivouacked  at  dusk  on  the  outskirts  of  Win- 
chester. Their  loss  during  the  battle  had  been  two  killed  including 
Second  Lieutenant  John  P.  Halev  of  Chelsea,  and  ten  wounded. 

The  enemy  were  followed  to  Fisher's  Hill,  where  on  the  2'2d 
the  regiment  intrenched,  four  of  its  companies  joining  soon  after 
noon  in  a  demonstration  against  the  rifle-pits  of  the  enemy,  some 
of  which  were  captured.  Later  in  the  day  the  entire  regiment  ad- 
vanced in  the  general  charge  which  drove  the  Confederates  from 
their  works,  its  loss  during  the  day  being  three  killed  and  seven 
wounded.  The  pursuit  continued  during  the  night  and  with  little 
actual  rest  for  three  days  following,  on  the  second  of  which  the 
Thirtieth  were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  pressing  the  enemy's  rear 
guard  all  through  the  day.  The  column  halted  at  Harrisonburg  the 
25th,  and  remained  there  till  the  6th  of  October,  the  Thirtieth  going 
out  once  during  the  time  as  support  to  a  cavalry  reconnaissance. 
Moving  back  gradually  to  Cedar  Creek,  the  corps  encamped  north 
of  that  stream  on  the  10th  and  fortified,  and  till  the  morning  of 
the  19th  the  only  event  of  moment  in  the  experience  of  the  Thirtieth 
was  a  reconnaissance  to  Strasburg  on  the  15th  in  which  they  acted 
as  skirmishers. 

At  daybreak  each  morning  the  troops  "  stood  to  arms,"  and  ranks 
had  just  been  broken  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  October  when 
the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek  opened  by  a  surprise  of  the  camp  of  the 
Eighth  Corps.  Three  regiments  of  Davis's  Brigade  were  moved 
quickly  to  the  rear  of  the  camps  and  formed  line  west  of  the  Win- 
chester pike,  the  Thirtieth  in  the  center.  As  soon  as  the  scattered 
Eighth  Corps  had  cleared  the  front,  fire  was  opened,  but  the  brigade 
was  almost  at  once  flanked  and  ordered  to  retire.  Becoming  sepa- 
rated from  its  fellow-regiments  in  the  movement,  the  Thirtieth  find- 
ing some  troops  of  the  Sixth  Corps  in  position  joined  them  and  made 
repeated  charges ;  but  when  a  further  retreat  became  necessary  it 
discovered  and  joined  its  corps,  still  falling  back  from  one  position 
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to  another  till  near  noon,  when  it  advanced  some  distance  and  took 
position  in  a  piece  of  woods.  The  Confederates  attacked  again  soon 
after,  but  their  force  had  been  spent  and  the  Union  lines  proved  too 
firm  fur  their  feeble  endeavors.  About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon 
he  Federal  army  was  ordered  to  advance.  On  its  part  of  the  line 
hvis's  Brigade  led,  driving  the  foe  from  behind  a  stone-wall,  back 
iroufih  the  woods  and  across  an  open  Held  ;  stopping  to  reform  the 
'jc  and  with  a  change  of  direction  pressing  forward  again  till  about 
o'clock  the  flag  of  the  Thirtieth  (said  to  have  been  first  to  do  so) 
red  over  the  line  of  intrenchments  from  which  the  Union  army 
I  been  driven  in  the  morning.  But  the  success  had  not  been 
itly  gained,  and  the  record  of  the  day  showed  the  regiment  to 
e  iost  13  killed,  95  wounded  and  19  missing.  Among  the  killed 
e  First  Lieutenants  George  F.  Whitcomb  and  Adjutant  William 
lark, — the  latter  being  honored  by  Governor  Andrew  with  a 
dimcntary  commission  as  major  of  the  regiment,  that  ofiice 
r  then  vacant.  In  the  series  of  battles  thus  closed  the  regiment 
been  ably  commanded  by  Captain  Shipley,  the  senior  officer 
:it  for  duty. 

the  activities  of  the  day  were  not  over,  so  far  as  the  Thirtieth 
oncerned,  for  late  in  the  evening  they  were  ordered  to  Stras- 
ld  on  the  hights  there  remained  under  arms  during  the  night. 
morning  they  were  detailed  as  support  to  a  cavalry  reeon- 
ce,  on  which  duty  they  served  till  noon,  being  then  relieved 
wrting  back  to  the  brigade,  which  during  the  afternoon  re- 
i  the  former  camp  north  of  Cedar  Creek.    The  rest  which 
was  very  grateful,  lasting  as  it  did  with  but  light  duty  till 
of  November.    During  this  time  the  number  present  for 
Ja rarely  increased  by  the  arrival  of  178  recruits,  most  of 
tngcrs  to  "the  art  of  war"  and  many  of  them  foreigners. 
>  was  withdrawn  12  miles  toward  Winchester  on  the  9th  of 
\  a  position  being  occupied  between  Newtown  and  Kerns- 
1j  was  intrenched  and  where  soon  after  log  huts  were  built 
quarters.     The  enemy  made  his  appearance  in  front  on 
f  November,  feeling  the  Union  picket  lines  at  various 
it  afternoon  the  First  Brigade  under  Colonel  Dudley  ad- 
ic  three  miles,  driving  back  whatever  force  was  encoun- 
no  further  demonstrations  took  place, 
regiment  was  not  destined  to  pass  the  winter  in  the  corn- 
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fortable  quarters  which  had  been  provided  by  the  skill  of  the  men. 
Most  of  the  troops  in  the  Valley,  now  that  their  services  were  no 
longer  in  demand  to  meet  an  active  enemy,  were  ordered  to  other 
fields,  and  on  the  30th  of  December  the  brigade  marched  to  and 
through  Winchester  to  the  crossing  of  the  Opequan,  where  the  Thir- 
tieth were  detached  from  the  column  and  put  in  charge  of  the 
bridges  at  that  point  and  other  interests  in  the  vicinity.  The  detail 
was  an  important  one,  as  the  guerrilla  bands  in  the  neighborhood 
were  especially  anxious  to  destroy  those  bridges,  knowing  the  mis- 
chief it  would  work  with  the  communications  of  the  troops  whom 
the  railroad  supplied.  Almost  nightly  there  were  alarms  resulting 
from  some  of  these  efforts,  but  no  damage  was  done  nor  were  any 
members  of  the  command  captured,  so  perfect  was  the  system  of 
the  defenders.  About  the  middle  of  February,  1865,  Colonel  Dudley 
was  mustered  out  of  the  volunteer  service,  as  were  the  few  officers 
and  men  who  had  served  three  years  and  had  not  re-enlisted,  but 
the  opening  of  the  final  campaign  found  the  regiment  in  respectable 
numbers  and  the  best  of  morale. 

The  Thirtieth  were  relieved  on  the  1st  of  April  by  dismounted 
cavalry,  rejoining  the  brigade  at  Stevenson's  Depot  and  marched 
that  day  to  Kernstown.  During  the  next  three  weeks  some  marches 
were  made,  the  regiment  at  one  time  being  moved  back  to  the  cross- 
ing where  it  had  passed  the  winter;  but  on  the  21st  it  took  cars  to 
Washington,  arriving  there  next  morning  and  remaining  in  the 
vicinity  till  the  1st  of  June,  taking  part  in  the  great  review  on  the 
24th  of  May  and  looking  for  the  time  when  it  could  follow  the  de- 
parting regiments  homeward.  That,  however,  was  a  vain  hope,  as 
it  had  been  selected  for  other  important  if  not  dangerous  service; 
it  embarked  on  the  Matanzas  June  1  and  the  day  following  steamed 
away  for  Savannah,  Ga.  It  landed  there  on  the  6th,  and  bivouacked 
near  the  city  for  a  week,  when  with  its  brigade  it  took  passage  to 
Georgetown,  S.  C,  reached  there  on  the  14th  and  remained  till  the 
27th.  The  left  wing  under  Major  S.  D.  Shipley — promoted  from 
captain  February  17 — was  then  moved  to  Florence,  of  prison-pen 
notoriety,  whence  in  a  few  days  it  went  to  Sumter.  The  right  wing 
marched  by  night  from  Georgetown  to  Florence  between  the  6th 
and  10th  of  the  month,  whence  three  companies  were  detailed  as 
guard  at  the  head  quarters  of  the  Military  District  of  Eastern  South 
Carolina.    Head-quarters  of  the  regiment  were  established  at  Sum- 
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ter,  two  companies  being  stationed  at  Camden  and  one  at  Manning; 
their  duties,  in  the  language  of  the  official  report,  being  "  to  pre- 
serve order,  settle  disputes,  encourage  industry  and  compel  obedience 

0  the  laws  and  orders  among  the  whites  and  freedmen."  While 
ome  of  these  may  naturally  be  considered  peculiar  duties  to  com- 
u't  to  soldiery,  it  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  condition  of 
lairs  was  one  unique  in  the  history  of  the  nation  and  of  the  world. 
JJefore  the  close  of  the  year  every  other  volunteer  organization 
>m  Massachusetts  with  a  single  exception  (the  Twenty-fourth 
iriment)  had  been  mustered  out  of  the  national  service,  and  early 
the  year  1866  the  Twenty-fourth  went  home,  but  it  was  not  till 
early  days  of  July  following  that  the  Thirtieth  were  released, 
■r  having  maintained  their  organization  for  more  than  four  years 
a  half,  being  mustered  out  on  the  oth  of  July,  180*6.    The  last 
of  their  service  had  been  in  no  way  trying,  apart  from  its  irk- 

1  restraint  from  the  pleasures  of  home  and  civil  life;  the  dis- 
ic  and  morale  of  the  regiment  were  preserved,  the  health  of  men 
•fiicers  was  good  and  the  duties  devolving  upon  them  were  light, 
u'le  the  Thirtieth  Regiment  was  not  during  its  long  term  of 
e  so  severely  battle-tried  as  many  that  served  much  shorter 

its  loss  from  disease  was  especially  heavy,  so  that  few  ex- 
1  it  in  the  number  of  lives  given  in  the  cause. 
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THE  Thirty-first  Regiment  was  also  raised  by  General  Butler 
in  the  fall  and  winter  of  1861-2,  and  was  at  first  known  as 
the  Western  Bay  State  Regiment.  It  gathered  on  the  fair- 
grounds at  Pittsfield,  using  the  Agricultural  hall  as  barracks,  the 
location  being  known  as  Camp  Seward.  The  immediate  command 
devolved  upon  Charles  M.  Whelden  of  Pittsfield,  under  a  warrant 
from  General  Butler,  promising  him  a  commission  as  lieutenant 
colonel  when  the  regiment  should  be  officered.  Owing  to  the  mis- 
understanding between  the  general  and  Governor  Andrew,  the  field 
officers  selected  by  the  former  were  not  commissioned,  but  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Whelden,  who  was  one  of  the  disappointed,  was  appointed 
on  the  staff  of  General  Butler  with  the  promised  rank.  After 
being  recruited  nearly  to  the  maximum  the  command  was  transfer- 
red to  Camp  Chase  at  Lowell  about  the  first  of  February,  where  it 
remained  till  ordered  to  the  front. 

The  matter  of  commissions  had  not  been  settled  when,  on  the 
19th  of  February,  1862,  marching  orders  were  received  and  on  the 
following  day  the  regiment  embarked  at  Boston  on  the  transport 
steamer  Mississippi,  which  took  from  the  Bay  State  so  many  organiza- 
tions. Sailing  on  the  21st,  the  vessel  proceeded  to  Fortress  Monroe, 
where  it  took  aboard  General  Butler  and  his  staff,  and  on  the  26th 
again  sailed,  destined  for  Ship  Island  on  the  Mississippi  coast,  which 
had  been  selected  as  the  rendezvous  for  the  expedition.  There  was 
much  delay,  however,  in  reaching  the  destination.  The  steamer  had 
on  board  the  regiment,  General  Butler  and  his  staff  and  four  com- 
panies of  the  Thirteenth  Maine  Regiment,  and  had  nearly  reached 
the  Hatteras  Inlet  when  a  storm  came  on,  necessitating  standing  to 
sea  during  the  night  of  the  26th  and  the  day  following.  Morning 
of  the  28th  found  the  steamer  aground  near  Cape  Fear,  and  she  was 
only  got  off  by  the  utmost  exertions  of  the  crew  and  the  soldiers. 
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with  the  assistance  of  the  United  States  steamer  Mount  Vernon. 
The  vessel  was  damaged  so  that  she  leaked  badly,  and  an  anchorage 
was  made  in  the  Cape  Fear  river,  within  sight  of  the  Confederate 
Fort  Caswell.  After  '24  hours  spent  there  the  leak  was  somewhat 
repaired,  and  under  convoy  of  the  Mount  Vernon  the  steamer  pro- 
ceeded to  Port  Royal,  where  she  anchored  on  the  evening  of  March 
2.  The  soldiers  were  landed  at  Seabrook  Plantation,  the  leak  of 
he  Mississippi  being  repaired,  so  that  they  were  taken  aboard  on 
he  10th,  and  after  some  accidents,  and  getting  aground  once  or 
vice  in  the  harbor,  sail  was  finally  made  for  Ship  Island,  which  was 
cached  on  the  20th,  the  troops  being  landed  on  the  23d. 
In  the  mean  time  the  matters  at  issue  between  General  Butler 
d  the  United  States  government  on  the  one  hand  and  Governor 
idrewon  the  other  had  finally  been  adjusted,  and  commissions  had 
n  issued  for  the  regiment,  the  designation  of  which  was  changed 
:n  the  Western  Bay  State  Regiment  to  the  Thirty-first  Massachu- 
s.  The  list  of  officers  was  as  follows,  most  of  the  commissions 
ng  from  the  20th  of  February,  1862: — 

>Jonel,  Oliver  P.  Gooding  of  Indiana;  major,  Robert  Bache  of 
field;  surgeon,  Eben  K.  Sanborn  of  Rutland,  Vt.;  assistant  sur- 
s,  Edwin  C.  Bidwell  of  Middlefield  and  Jause  T.  Paine  of  Charles- 
;  adjutant,  Elbert  H.  Fordham  of  Pittsfield;  ({uartermaster, 
s  W.  Cushing  of  Roxbury;  chaplain,  Francis  E.  R.  Chubbuck  of 
ieJd;  sergeant  major,  Henry  D.  Barber  of  Worcester;  quarter- 
r  sergeant,  Charles  S.  Rust  of  Pittsfield;  commissary  sergeant, 
-  Moore  of  Hartford,  Ct. ;  hospital  steward,  George  W.  Scary  of 
eld;  principal  musician,  Otis  Pratt  of  Sutton, 
pany  A — Captain,  Edward  P.  Hollister;  first  lieutenant,  Elbert 
dham  (afterward  adjutant),  both  of  Pittsfield. 
pany  B — Captain,  Elisha  A.  Andrews;  first  lieutenant,  Horace 
se,  both  of  Southampton. 

>nny  C — Captain.  John  W.  Lee  of  Buckland;  first  lieutenant, 
P.  Andrews  of  Rowe. 

any  D — Captain,  William  S.  B.  Hopkins  of  Ware;  first  lieu- 
W.  Irving  Allen  of  Vernon,  N.  J.;  second  lieutenant,  Luther 
11  of  EI  mini,  N.  Y. 

iny  E — Captain,  Edward  P.  Nettleton  of  Chicopee;  first  lieu- 
fester  M.  II ay den  of  North  Adams. 

ny  F — Captain,  Elliott  G.  Bndgman  of  Belchertown;  first 
t  .  Joseph  L.  Hallctt;  second  lieutenant,  Frank  A.  Cook,  both 
rflelcl. 

ny  Ci  Captain, George  S.  Darling  of  Roxbury;  first  lieuten- 

rederick  Rice  of  Boston. 

ny  II — Captain,  Edward  Page,  Jr.,  of  Boston;  first  lieuten- 
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ant,  Orrin  L.  Hopkins  of  Millbury;  second  lieutenant,  Nelson  F. 
Bond  of  Ware. 

Company  I— Captain,  W.  W.  Rockwell  of  Pittsfield;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Benjamin  F.  Morey  of  Lee;  second  lieutenant,  David  Perry  of 
Richmond. 

Company  K — Captain,  Samuel  D.  Hovey  of  Cambridge;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Fordyce  A.  Rust  of  Easthampton. 

Colonel  Gooding,  who  took  command  of  the  regiment  just  before 
it  left  the  state,  was  a  lieutenant  of  the  Tenth  United  States  In- 
fantry, and  a  most  efficient  officer.  The  office  of  lieutenant  colonel 
was  not  filled  at  first,  Captain  Hopkins  being  promoted  to  fill  the 
vacancy  some  months  later,  and  it  was  a  long  time  before  the  full 
list  of  line  officers  were  commissioned.  Among  the  first  deaths  in 
the  regiment  was  that  of  Surgeon  Sanborn,  which  occurred  on  the 
3d  of  April  at  Ship  Island.  Near  the  close  of  the  month  Assistant 
Surgeon  Bidwell  was  commissioned  surgeon,  and  Assistant  Surgeon 
Paine  being  promoted  to  a  full  surgeoncy  in  Louisiana  troops,  the 
vacancies  in  the  surgical  staff  of  the  Thirty-first  were  filled  later 
by  the  appointment  of  Henry  W.  Browne  of  Med  way  and  Floyer 
0.  Kittredge  of  Harvard. 

The  regiment  was  among  the  last  of  General  Butler's  troops  to 
reach  the  Island,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade,  com- 
manded by  General  Thomas  Williams.  In  that  organization  it 
wras  associated  with  the  Twenty-sixth  Massachusetts,  Twenty-first 
Indiana,  Sixth  Michigan  and  Fourth  Wisconsin  Regiments,  the 
Second  and  Sixth  Massachusetts  Batteries  and  one  corapanv  of 
cavalry.  It  embarked  on  the  steamer  Mississippi,  April  18,  and  as- 
cended the  Mississippi  river  to  the  vicinity  of  Forts  Jackson  and 
St.  Philip,  which  had  been  engaged  by  the  naval  part  of  the  expedi- 
tion. As  it  was  decided  to  land  troops  in  the  rear  of  those  forts  to 
assist  in  the  operations  against  them,  the  steamer  conveying  the 
Thirty-first  dropped  down  the  Mississippi  to  the  Gulf  and  the  regi- 
ment was  landed  as  near  as  possible  to  the  hostile  works,  but  had 
scarcely  got  ashore  when  the  latter  were  surrendered.  The  troops 
therefore  re-embarked  and  ascended  the  river  to  New  Orleans,  where 
the  Thirty-first  Massachusetts  was  the  first  regiment  to  land.  The 
levee  and  the  vicinity  were  cleared  of  the  excited  populace  by  Com- 
pany D,  Captain  Hopkins,  the  regimental  line  was  formed  and  Gen- 
eral Butler  and  his  suite  were  escorted  to  the  St.  Charles  Hotel, 
where  his  head-quarters  were  established.    The  peaceful  occupation 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  THIRTY-FIRST  REGIMENT. 


409 


of  the  city  being  assured,  the  regiment  was  quartered  at  the  Custom 
House,  being  largely  engaged  in  provost  and  like  duties,  changing 
its  location  afterward  to  Annunciation  Square.   The  summer  passed, 
so  far  as  the  Thirty-first  were  concerned,  without  events  of  marked 
importance,  and  during  August  the  command  was  considerably 
.separated;  the  larger  part  under  Colonel  Gooding  went  down  the 
river  to  garrison  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  while  a  part  of  the 
remainder  continued  on  duty  at  New  Orleans  and  a  part  garrisoned 
Fort  Pike. 

Some  changes  of  position  were  made,  but  the  year  ended  with 
five  companies  at  Fort  Jackson,  three  at  Fort  Pike  and  two  at  Ken- 
neville,some  ten  miles  above  Carrollton.    The  first  and  last  named 
of  the  detachments  were  united  about  the  20th  of  January,  1863, 
the  command  of  the  department  having  passed  to  General  Banks 
and  the  troops  under  his  command  having  been  organized  as  the 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps.    Under  this  arrangement  the  seven  com- 
lanies  of  the  Thirty-first  Regiment  became  part  of  the  Third  Bri- 
rade,  Third  Division,  the  associate  regiments  being  the  Thirtv- 
ighth  and  Fifty-third  Massachusetts,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-sixth 
nd  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-fifth  New  York.    Colonel  Gooding 
)ok  command  of  the  brigade  and  General  William  H.  Emory  of  the 
[vision.    Lieutenant  Colonel  Hopkins,  having  been  promoted  from 
tptain,  took  command  of  the  regiment  soon  after.    On  its  organiza- 
>n  the  brigade  was  stationed  at  Carrollton,  where  other  troops  of 
e  corps  were  being  gathered  for  the  contemplated  campaign. 
The  division  set  out  on  the  12th  of  February  for  an  expedition 
\vn  Plaquemine  Bayou,  intending  the  capture  of  Butte  a  la  Rose 
the  head  of  Grand  Lake;  but  the  bayous  were  found  to  be  im- 
;sable  and  the  troops  returned  to  camp  after  a  week's  absence,  the 
irty -first  having  lost  two  men  drowned.    On  the  6th  of  March 
division  was  transferred  to  Baton  Rouge,  and  soon  after  reach- 
there  set  out  upon  the  first  demonstration  against  Port  Hudson, 
object  of  which  was  to  assist  the  fleet  in  running  the  batteries. 
Thirty-first  formed  during  this  movement  part  of  the  force  sent 
hj  right  of  the  main  body  to  protect  the  Hank  in  that  direction, 
it  was  not  till  the  20th  of  March  that  it  returned  to  Baton 
_re,  where  the  remainder  of  the  month  was  passed.    A  consider- 
l  orcc  of  'the  enemy  threatening  New  Orleans  from  the  rear,  a 
on  of  Oencral  Banks's  army,  including  Emory's  Division,  was 
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sent  to  clear  the  Confederates  away  preliminary  to  decided  opera- 
tions against  Port  Hudson.  This  force,  including  the  Thirty-first 
Regiment,  left  Baton  Rouge  on  the  1st  of  April  for  Algiers,  stop|>ed 
there  till  the  9th,  and  on  the  11th  advanced  against  the  Confeder- 
ates who  were  in  force  and  prepared  to  make  a  stand  at  Fort  Bisland. 

Advancing  from  Pattcrsonville  on  the  12th,  the  regiment  crossed 
the  Bayou  Teche  by  the  ponton  bridge,  and  accompanied  by  the  One 
Hundred  and  Seventy-fifth  New  York  and  a  section  of  artillery  ad- 
vanced up  the  east  side  of  that  stream  until  fire  was  opened  from 
the  hostile  works.  After  an  artillery  fight  of  some  45  minutes  the 
regiment  withdrew  for  a  short  distance  and  bivouacked  for  the  night, 
with  a  strong  picket  line,  and  next  morning  more  serious  fighting 
began,  the  seven  companies  of  the  Thirty-first  being  deployed  as 
skirmishers  and  engaging  the  enemy  steadily  for  some  three  hours. 
Being  then  relieved  to  replenish  their  cartridge  boxes,  they  supported 
the  New  York  regiment  during  the  rest  of  the  day.  On  the  morn- 
of  the  14th  four  companies  were  deployed  to  relieve  the  pickets  of 
the  New  York  regiment, and  Company  D,  penetrating  the  Confeder- 
ate works,  found  them  to  have  been  abandoned  during  the  night. 
The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  one  killed  and  five  wounded. 

The  expedition  advanced  by  way  of  Opelousas  to  Alexandria  on 
the  Red  river,  which  was  reached  early  in  May.  Returning  thence 
toward  Port  Hudson,  the  object  of  the  demonstration  having  been 
effected  in  the  driving  back  and  scattering  of  the  Confederate  forces 
under  General  Richard  Taylor,  the  regiment  crossed  the  Mississippi 
at  Bayou  Sara  on  the  22d  and  the  following  day  took  position  before 
the  hostile  works  in  front  of  Port  Hudson.  During  the  siege  which 
followed  the  Thirty-first,  numbering  some  300  men  for  duty,  took 
their  full  share  of  the  trying  experiences  of  assault,  picket  and 
fatigue  duty.  Their  total  loss  during  the  time  was  14  killed  and 
48  wounded,  one-half  of  this  loss  being  sustained  in  the  attack  of 
the  14th  of  June,  when  during  the  entire  day  the  regiment  lay  in 
line  of  buttle  next  to  the  skirmish  line,  without  the  opportunity  to 
lire  a  gun,  to  advance  or  retreat.  Indeed  no  one  seemed  to  think 
of  the  latter,  for  in  all  its  experiences  the  command  won  an  enviable 
record  for  steadfast  gallantry  and  endurance. 

On  the  capitulation  of  the  stronghold  the  Thirty-first  were  selected 
to  witness  with  a  few  other  favored  commands  the  formal  surrender; 
but  before  the  act  was  consummated  the  division,  then  under  coin- 
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mand  of  General  Weitzel,  was  embarked  with  all  haste  for  the  relief 
of  Donaldson vi lie,  then  invested  by  a  considerable  force  of  the 
enemy.  The  latter  retired  with  scarcely  the  semblance  of  an  en- 
gagement on  finding  that  the  main  body  of  Banks's  army  was  now 
at  liberty,  and  after  remaining  there  till  the  2d  of  September  the 
regiment  with  other  troops  returned  to  Baton  Rouge,  where  on  the 
9th  the  three  companies  which  had  been  garrisoning  Fort  Pike  re- 
joined the  main  body,  the  command  being  reunited  for  the  first  time 
since  landing  at  New  Orleans,  nearly  17  months  before.    The  nine- 
months'  troops  which  had  formed  a  considerable  part  of  General 
Banks's  army  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  having  been  mus- 
tered out,  the  corps  was  reorganized,  the  Thirty-first  becoming  a 
Dart  of  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division.    The  place  of  the  Fifty- 
bird  Massachusetts  Regiment  was  taken  by  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-eighth  New  York ;  no  other  change  occurred  in  the  make-up 
•f  the  brigade,  which  continued  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
rooding,  General  Weitzel  commanding  the  division.    Various  in- 
ursions  were  made  by  detachments  into  the  surrounding  country 
uring  the  autumn ;  but  beyond  the  gathering  of  large  quantities 
F  contraband  goods  and  supplies  no  event  of  importance  occurred, 
i  the  various  expeditions  the  regiment  lost  four  wounded;  but  it 
ifTered  much  from  sickness  during  the  summer  months,  and  like 
I  other  regiments,  in  the  department,  lost  far  more  from  that 
use  than  from  the  bullets  of  the  foe.    Among  those  dying  from 
>ease  were  two  esteemed  officers — First  Lieutenant  F.  A.  Cook  of 
ringfield  and  Captain  W.  W.  Rockwell  of  Pittsfield,  the  former 
iirust  6  and  the  latter  December  3, 1803. 

Hie  winter  was  devoted  largely  to  strengthening  the  cavalry  branch 
the  Army  of  the  Gulf,  in  anticipation  of  the  spring  campaign, 
I  several  infantry  regiments  were  armed  and  mounted  as  cavalry, 
>ng"  them  the  Thirty-first  Massachusetts.  The  latter  was  ordered 
New  Orleans  on  the  0th  of  December  and  reported  to  General 
,  Banks's  chief  of  cavalry,  being  ordered  to  Carrollton  for  en- 
pment.  On  the  19th  the  command  was  formally  changed  to 
now  arm,  the  men  being  supplied  with  sabers  and  revolvers  at 
The  scarcity  of  horses  prevented  an  immediate  mounting  of 
jntirc  regiment;  but  that  was  hardly  regret  able,  for  the  eondi- 
of  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the  camp  necessitated  both 
the  animals  should  stand  in  the  mud  and  water  which  was  un- 
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avoidable,  and  that  the  men  should  flounder  through  the  mire  in 
caring  for  them.  In  fact  the  camp  itself  was  little  better,  and  much 
sickness  resulted  from  the  inevitable  exposure  to  dampness  and 
malaria.  But  a  change  was  made  on  the  13th  of  January,  1864,  to 
New  Orleans,  where  the  regiment  was  quartered  in  the  Levee  Cotton 
Press;  the  outfit  was  here  completed  and  the  men  were  hard  drilled 
to  accustom  them  to  the  new  order  of  things.  The  regiment  formed 
a  part  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry  Brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Dudley  of  the  Thirtieth  Massachusetts;  the  regiments  associated 
with  it  being  the  Third  Massachusetts,  Second  New  Hampshire 
(Eighth  Infantry),  and  Second  Illinois.  It  was  thenceforth  famil- 
iarly known  as  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  though  officially  it 
continued  to  be  designated  as  the  Thirty-first.  During  the  latter 
part  of  the  winter  many  of  the  original  members  re-enlisted,  330 
being  mustered  on  the  23d  of  February. 

The  campaign  of  1864,  so  far  as  the  cavalry  was  concerned,  be- 
gan on  the  29th  of  February,  when  the  Fourth  Brigade  crossed  the 
Mississippi  to  Algiers  and  set  out  upon  the  march  to  Berwick  City. 
The  route  led  up  the  river  to  Donaldsonville,  down  the  La  Fourche 
Bayou  via  Thibodeaux,  the  distance  being  150  miles,  the  last  50  of 
which  were  made  by  the  Thirty-first  and  the  Second  Wisconsin  on 
the  8th  of  April  in  compliance  with  orders  for  two  regiments  of  the 
brigade  to  reach  Brashear  that  night.  Four  days  more  brought  the 
regiment  to  the  vicinity  of  Franklin  where  the  infantry  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Corps  had  passed  the  winter  and  was  now  in  readiness  for 
the  forward  movement  toward  the  Red  river.  The  march  was  re- 
sumed on  the  13th,  and  passing  Opclousas  on  the  16th,  the  column 
on  the  20th  reached  Alexandria  and  the  regiment  encamped  two 
miles  bevond  the  town.  It  marched  20  miles  further  the  next 
day,  in  a  severe  storm,  in. support  of  a  force  seht  out  to  surprise  a 
post  of  the  enemy  at  Henderson  Hill,  and  on  the  successful  termina- 
tion of  that  enterprise  returned  to  Alexandria  on  the  22d  and  en- 
joyed a  few  days  of  rest  after  the  hard  marching  for  three  weeks. 
Only  eight  companies  shared  in  the  subsequent  experiences  of  the 
expedition.  Company  1  being  detached  for  duty  at  the  division  head- 
quarters and  Company  I)  at  those  of  the  brigade. 

The  advance  up  the  Red  river  began  on  the  26th,  the  cavalry  in 
the  lead,  and  continued,  now  rapidly,  now  slowly,  till  the  8th  of 
April,  when  Sabine  Cross  Roads  were  reached.    During  these  12 
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days  the  Thirty-first  had  their  full  share  of  the  hardships  of  such  an 
undertaking.  Almost  continually  in  the  advance,  now  skirmishing 
with  the  encniv,  whose  forces  constantly  fell  back  with  more  or  less 
resistance,  now  sending  out  detachments  for  long  and  dangerous 
excursions;  on  the  alert  by  day  and  night,  feeling  the  way  for  the 
coining  of  the  main  body,  the  Thirty-first  with  the  rest  of  the  cavalry 
penetrated  the  country  till  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  the  main  force 
r>f  the  enemy  was  encountered.  The  battle  which  followed  was  a 
lisnstrous  one  for  the  small  part  of  Banks's  army  on  which  the  Con- 
federate attack  fell,  but  the  Thirty-first,  posted  in  the  woods  at 
lie  extreme  left  of  the  Union  line,  with  the  Third  Massachusetts 
t  its  right,  held  its  ground  bravely  till  after  the  entire  Union  right 
ad  been  forced  from  the  field  ;  and  difficult  as  was  the  ground,  a 
oition  of  the  regiment  charged  desperately  against  the  advancing 
lemy,  though  unable  to  do  more  than  give  temporary  check.  The 
•giracnt  was  under  command  of  Captain  Nettleton,  the  senior  ofti- 
r  present,  and  suffered  a  total  loss  of  G2,  eight  of  whom  were 
lied  and  28  wounded,  the  remainder  being  taken  prisoners.  That 
L'ht  the  Union  army  fell  back  to  Pleasant  Hill,  and  in  the  battle 
ere  the  Thirty-first  took  no  part,  being  detailed  as  guard  of  wagon 
i ins  and  reaching  Grand  Ecore  at  night  of  the  10th.  There  the 
<iment  remained  for  11  days,  and  while  there  some  changes  took 
ice  among  its  commanders.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hopkins  and 
jor  Bache  resigned  on  the  14th,  Captain  Nettleton  becoming 
ior  officer.  He  was  in  due  time  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel 
I  Captain  Fordham  was  promoted  to  major.  At  the  same  time 
command  of  the  brigade  was  transferred  to  Colonel  E.  J.  Davis 
he  First  Texas  Cavalry,  and  Company  D  was  relieved  from  duty 
»rigade  head-quarters. 

he  Union  army  continued  its  retreat  down  the  river  on  the  21st, 
cavalry  again  feeling  the  way  for  the  infantry  column.  There 
skirmishing  on  the  22d,  and  next  day  the  battle  of  Cane  River 
fought.  After  opening  the  fight  the  troopers  relinquished  it  to 
nfantry  when  they  came  up,  the  Fourth  Brigade  being  sent  on  a 
ir  to  operate  against  the  Confederate  right.  The  enemy  were 
d  from  their  position,  the  Thirty-first  not  being  seriously  en- 
3  during  the  day  and  losing  but  one  man  killed.  Thev  wore  in 
dvance  on  the  24th  to  Henderson's  Hill,  and  during  the  night 
next  day  remained  in  line  of  battle  while  the  army  passed. 
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They  then  became  a  part  of  the  rear  guard,  and  during  the  next 
three  days  were  much  of  the  time  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  who 
closely  followed  the  retiring  army.  Alexandria  was  reached  on  the 
28th,  and  a  halt  was  made  there  by  the  main  body  for  some  two 
weeks;  but  during  that  time  the  cavalry  were  far  from  idle. 

The  brigade,  having  been  reinforced  by  the  addition  of  the  Third 
Maryland  Cavalry,  crossed  the  Red  river  on  the  30th  and  advanced 
some  25  miles  inland  to  destroy  a  mill  and  look  for  any  hostile  force 
which  might  be  in  that  direction.  An  infantry  division  of  the  Six- 
teenth Corps  followed  for  a  few  miles  as  a  support.  The  Thirty- 
first  led  the  column  on  the  outward  movement,  and  when  the  return 
began  on  the  1st  of  May  formed  the  rear  guard.  An  encounter 
with  the  enemy  occurred  at  Hudnot's  Plantation,  one-third  of  the 
way  back  to  Alexandria,  the  latter  making  an  attack  which  was  re- 
pulsed after  a  short  fight,  the  Thirty-first  in  the  closing  moments 
delivering  a  counter  charge  which  was  very  successful.  The  return 
to  Alexandria  was  then  continued  without  further  molestation.  In 
the  engagement  at  Hudnot's  the  loss  was  one  killed  and  eight 
wounded,  among  the  latter  being  Captain  Nettleton.  The  command 
devolved  upon  Captain  Pordham  during  the  subsequent  operations. 
A  part  of  the  regiment  under  his  direction  had  a  sharp  brush  with 
the  Confederates  on  the  3d  while  on  a  foraging  expedition  with 
troops  of  General  Mowers  command,  and  won  a  high  compliment 
from  that  officer  for  their  gallant  and  efficient  action.  The  loss  was 
two  killed  and  four  wounded.  Six  days  later  the  brigade  relieved 
other  troops  as  an  outpost  on  the  Opelousas  road,  seven  miles  from 
Alexandria,  and  remained  there  till  the  movement  toward  the  Mis- 
sissippi was  resumed  on  the  14th. 

The  regiment  with  the  Second  Illinois  formed  the  rear  guard  on 
that  day,  and  early  in  the  afternoon  repelled  an  attack  in  which  the 
Thirty-first  lost  two  men  killed  and  one  wounded.  Skirmishing 
followed  daily,  in  which  they  took  active  part,  with  the  loss  of  two 
members  captured  on  the  17th,  one  of  whom  was  Assistant  Surgeon 
Elisha  P.  Clark  of  Milford.  In  the  battle  of  Yellow  Bayou  on  the 
18th  the  regiment  took  an  important  part.  At  the  opening  of  the 
engagement  one-half  of  the  command  was  sent  to  the  right  and  the 
other  half  to  the  left  of  the  Union  line  ;  but  as  the  action  developed 
the  former  detachment,  after  fighting  till  its  ammunition  was  ex- 
hausted, withdrew  and  joined  the  wing  at  the  left.    The  latter  was 
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posted  covering  the  flank,  but  at  the  approach  of  the  Confederates 
in  force  the  defection  of  the  infantry  connection  left  the  regiment 
in  a  critical  condition.    It  was  in  fact  at  one  time  almost  sur- 
rounded; but  fighting  its  way  resolutely  back  it  gained  at  length  a 
more  favorable  position,  and  when  the  fire  of  a  friendly  battery  had 
checked  the  advance  of  the  enemy  Captain  Fordham  and  his  com- 
mand gallantly  charged  and  drove  them  back  in  rout,  capturing  a 
considerable  number  of  prisoners.    The  Union  forces  then  held  the 
ground  till  late  in  the  evening,  when  they  retired  across  the  bayou. 
The  Thirtv-first  lost  at  Yellow  Bayou  eiLrht  killed  and  24  wounded. 

The  army  continued  its  march  on  the  19th  to  Simmsoort,  crossing 
the  Atchafalaya  by  a  bridge  of  river  steamers  anchored  across  the 
stream.  The  Thirty-first  again  resumed  its  familiar  place  as  rear 
ruard  on  the  20th,  but  there  was  no  further  skirmishing,  as  the 
Confederates  did  not  cross  the  Atchafalaya,  and  on  the  22d  the  col- 
imn  halted  at  Morganzia.  From  that  time  till  the  29th  of  June 
he  regiment  was  almost  constantly  engaged  in  scouting  duty  and 
xpeditions  of  some  sort,  often  encountering  the  enemy,  but  having 
io  serious  conflict.  On  the  29th  the  members  turned  in  their  horses 
n  preparation  for  the  veteran  furlough  to  which  they  were  entitled 
n  account  of  re-enlistment,  and  on  the  3d  of  July  descended  the 
fississippi  to  Algiers,  where  until  the  21st  they  reoccupied  their  old 
imp  of  some  two  years  before.  Transportation  was  then  taken  on 
ie  steamer  Pauline  Carroll  to  Cairo,  en  route  to  Massachusetts, 
here  the  veterans  arrived  on  the  4th  of  August,  leaving  those  not 
ititled  to  furlough  under  command  of  Captain  Morse  at  New 
rleans,  guarding  Confederate  prisoners  of  war.  The  veterans  were 
lartcred  at  Boylston  Hall,  Boston,  till  the  6th,  when  a  reception 
is  tendered  them  and  the  men  were  furloughed  for  a  month,  to 
assemble  at  Pittsfield. 

While  in  Massachusetts  the  Thirty-first  was  by  order  of  the  War 
•partment  restored  to  its  former  status  of  an  infantry  regiment, 
d  armed  with  Springfield  muskets.    It  left  Pittsfield  on  the  8th 
September,  passing  that  night  in  the  barracks  at  New  York  and 
*  following  day  sailing  for  New  Orleans  on  the  steamer  Victor, 
riving  at  its  destination  on  the  19th,  the  command  reported  to 
neral  T.  VV.  Sherman  commanding  the  defenses  of  New  Orleans, 
was  almost  immediately  ordered  by  General  Canby,  command- 
the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  to  be  remounted  as  cavalry,  in  pur- 


Digitized  by  Google 


478 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 


was  merely  of  a  routine  nature,  and  the  Thirty-first,  after  entering 
Mobile  on  the  14th  of  April,  knew  only  the  pleasant  side  of  soldier 
life.  Dating  from  the  7th  of  June  those  promotions  were  made  to 
which  the  regiment  would  have  been  entitled  with  a  full  quota — 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Nettleton  to  be  colonel,  Captain  Allen  to  be 
lieutenant  colonel,  Captain  Rice  to  be  major,  with  corresponding 
advancement  among  the  line  officers — but  the  recipients  of  these 
commissions  could  not,  of  course,  be  mustered  to  the  new  rank. 

From  the  19th  of  July  to  the  6th  of  September  the  battalion  was 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Allen,  Colonel  Nettleton 
being  detached  as  provost  marshal  general  of  the  Department  of 
Alabama  under  its  new  commander,  General  Charles  R.  Woods. 
Orders  for  the  muster  out  of  the  command  were  received  on  the  23d 
of  August,  and  the  preliminary  steps  were  taken,  horses  and  arms 
being  turned  in  to  the  proper  officers ;  but  it  was  not  till  the  9th  of 
September  that  the  battalion  was  formally  mustered  out  of  the 
United  States  service.  It  sailed  on  the  transport  Warrior  for.  New 
Orleans  on  the  11th,  arriving  there  on  the  13th  and  the  same  day 
taking  passage  by  the  Concordia  for  Massachusetts.  Gallop's  Island 
in  Boston  Harbor  was  reached  on  the  24th,  and  there  the  command 
waited  for  the  paymaster  and  the  final  words  which  should  send 
them  to  their  homes  and  the  duties  of  citizens  once  more.  These 
came  on  the  30th,  when  the  battalion  was  paid  and  discharged. 
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HE  Thirty-second  Regiment  was  the  outgrowth  of  the  First 


Battalion  of  Massachusetts  Infantry,  formed  about  the  mid- 


R  die  of  November,  1861,  to  garrison  Fort  Warren  in  Boston 
Harbor.  That  formidable  fortification  was  nearly  completed  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  but  having  no  garrison  it  was  left  to  such 
care  as  the  state  of  Massachusetts  could  give  in  connection  with  the 
other  calls  upon  the  patriotism  of  her  sons.  After  being  occupied 
during  the  summer  by  the  Eleventh,  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  Regi- 
ments, it  was  garrisoned  for  a  time  by  four  companies  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth ;  but  when  in  the  autumn  Colonel  Justin  PI  Dimmock  was 
daced  in  command  at  the  fort  he  recommended  the  formation  of 
i  battalion  especially  for  its  defense.  Companies  A,  B,  C  and  D 
re  re  hurriedly  raised  and  immediately  assigned  to  that  duty;  Com- 
any  E  came  three  weeks  afterward  and  F  about  the  first  of  March, 
ot  till  the  regiment  had  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  the 
uly  following  did  it  receive  another  company,  and  the  three  com- 
eting  its  quota  did  not  join  its  standard  till  September  3, 1861. 
fie  roster  of  officers,  when  the  battalion  had  grown  into  a  regiment, 
ving  that  for  each  company  at  the  time  it  entered  the  service,  was 
follows: — 

Colonel,  Francis  J.  Parker  of  Boston;  lieutenant  colonel,  George 
Prescott  of  Concord;  major,  Luther  Stephenson,  Jr.,  of  Hing- 
n  ;  surgeon,  Z.  Boylston  Adams  of  Boston  ;  assistant  surgeons, 
Ilium  L».  Faxon  of  Quincy  and  W.  II.  Bigelow  of  Bolton;  adjutant, 
irles  K.  Cobb  of  Boston;  quartermaster,  George  W.  Pearson  of 
;ton ;  sergeant  major,  James  P.  Wade  of  Chelsea;  quartermaster 
;euuty  James  A.  White  of  Somerville;  commissary  sorgeant,  George 
Barnes  of  Concord;  hospital  steward,  W.  T.  M.  Ocliorne  of  Bos- 
;  principal  musician,  Freeman  Field  of  Charlestown. 
ompany  A  —  Captain,  Luther  Stephenson,  Jr.:  first  lieutenant, 
rles  A.  Dearborn,  Jr.,  of  Salem;  second  lieutenant,  Nathaniel 
ich,  Jr.,  of  Hingham. 
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Company  B— Captain,  George  L.  Prescott;  first  lieutenant,  Cyrus 
L.  Tay  of  Woburn;  second  lieutenant,  Isaiah  F.  Hoyt  of  Beverly. 

Coinpany  C — Captain,  Jonathan  Pierce  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant. 
Joseph  Austin  of  Somerville;  second  lieutenant,  Kobert  Hamilton  of 
Boston. 

Coinpany  D — Captain,  James  P.  Draper  of  Boston:  first  lieutenant, 
James  A.  Cunningham;  second  lieutenant,  Stephen  tiich,  both  of 
Gloucester. 

Company  E— Captain,  Cephas  C.  Bumpus  of  Braintree;  first  lieu- 
.  tenant,  Josiah  C.  Fuller  of  Plymouth;  second  lieuteuant,  Lyman  B. 
Whiton  of  Hingham. 

Company  F  —  Captain,  James  A.  Cunningham:  first  lieutenant, 
Charles  K.  Cobb  of  Boston:  second  lieutenant,  William  H.  Gertz  of 
Cambridge. 

Company  G — Captain,  Charles  Bowers;  first  lieutenant.  Edward  0. 
Shepard,  both  of  Concord;  second  lieutenant,  Edward  T.  Bouve  of 
Boston. 

Company  H  -Captain.  Henry  W.  Moulton  of  Newburvport;  first 
lieutenant,  Joseph  H.  Whidden  of  Gloucester;  second  lieutenant, 
Joseph  W.  Wheelwright  of  Boston. 

Company  I — Captain,  Hannibal  D.  Norton  of  Chelsea;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Charles  H.  Kurd;  second  lieutenant,  Lucius  H.  Warren,  both  of 
Charlestown. 

Coinpany  K — Captain.  J.  Cushing  Edmands;  first  lieutenant.  Am- 
brose Bancroft;  second  lieutenant,  John  F.  Boyd,  all  of  Newton. 

Francis  J.  Parker  was  commissioned  major  and  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  battalion  at  Fort  Warren  December  2,  1861,  and 
through  the  winter  and  a  part  of  the  following  spring  the  detach- 
ment continued  its  routine  duties.  These  were  by  no  means  insig- 
nificant. In  addition  to  infantry  drill,  the  men  were  obliged  to 
perfect  themselves  in  heavy  artillery  practice ;  and  as  the  fort  was 
made  a  depot  for  both  military  and  civil  prisoners,  guard  duty  was 
important  and  exacting.  Among  the  illustrious  captives  immured 
within  the  walls  during  this  time  were  the  Confederate  ambassadors. 
Mason  and  Slidell,  and  the  complication  with  England  following 
their  arrest  caused  many  a  speculation  on  the  part  of  the  garrison 
till  the  affair  was  adjusted  and  the  captives  were  turned  over  to  the 
protection  of  the  British  flag. 

Major  Parker  resigned  his  commission  on  the  2d  of  May  and  re- 
turned to  business  life;  but  on  the  25th  of  May  came  an  appeal  to 
Massachusetts  for  troops  to  hasten  at  once  to  the  protection  of 
the  national  capital.  As  a  result,  Major  Parker  was  immediately 
summoned,  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel,  and  the  following 
morning  with  the  six  conipanh  s  of  his  command  took  cars  for  Fall 
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River,  thence  by  steamer  to  Jersey  City  and  rail  to  Washington, 
scoring  again  for  Massachusetts  the  first  arrival  of  troops  under  a 
:ali  for  immediate  assistance. 

Camp  Alexander,  located  on  a  bluff  overlooking  the  East  Branch 
>f  the  Potomac  near  the  Washington  Navy  Yard,  was  the  first  stojn 
>ing  place  of  the  organization,  thenceforth  officially  known  as  the 
'hirtv-second  Massachusetts  Regiment.    On  the  24th  of  June  Lieu- 
•riant  Colonel  Parker  was  ordered  to  Alexandria  with  his  eom- 
iand,  to  be  brigaded,  and  after  some  annoyance  succeeded  in  ob- 
lining  a  camping  place,  several  miles  out  ;  but  no  assignment  to 
igadc  was  made,  and  on  the  30th,  according  to  orders,  the  regi- 
on t  returned  to  Alexandria  to  take  transportation  to  Fortress 
unroe.    After  waiting  several  hours  for  instructions,  the  com- 
mder  took  possession  of  the  steamer  Hero,  at  one  of  the  wharves, 
<J  set  out  for  the  destination  to  which  he  had  been  directed. 
Arriving  at  Fortress  Monroe  early  on  the  2d  of  July  and  rcport- 
•  to  Cencral  Dix,  commanding  that  post,  the  regiment  was  di- 
fed  to  proeeed  up  the  James  river  till  it  found  the  Army  of  the 
omac.    The  following  morning  the  command  debarked  at  Har- 
n's  Landing,  reporting  to  General  Fit/.  John  Porter,  and  was  as- 
ed  to  the  brigade  of  General  Charles  Griffin — the  Second  Bri- 
\  First  (Morell's)  Division,  Fifth  Corps.    The  other  regiments 
ic  brigade  were  the  Ninth  Massachusetts,  Fourth  Michigan, 
teenth  New  York  and  Sixty-second  Pennsylvania.    For  six 
s  the  encampment  at  Harrison's  Landing  continued,  during 
i  time  the  Thirtv-second  suffered  greatly  from  malarial  dis- 
y  among  those  who  died  being  Lieutenant  French,  while  very 

left  the  service  never  to  return,  broken  down  in  health  or 

from  the  fatal  infection.  So  enervated  were  those  who  re- 
el on  duty  that  when  the  army  started  on  its  movement  to 
;>wn,  August  15,  only  30  wcj-e  able  to  keep  their  places  during 

it  day's  long  inarch. 

port  News  was  reached  on  the  19th,  where  the  Thirty-second 
e  steamer  Bclviderc  to  Acquia  Creek,  going  thence  by  rail 
ord  Court  House;  whence  moving  to  the  vicinity  of  JJarnard's 
i  the  Rappahannock  they  encamped  in  a  pleasant  grove  for 
nys,  with  no  greater  discomfort  than  a  scarcity  of  rations. 
Porter's  cor] is  had  now  become  a  part  of  the  Army  of  Vir- 
ider   General  Pope,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  -7th  the 
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Thirty-second  began  the  movement  toward  what  proved  the  battle- 
field of  Manassas,  or  the  Second  Bull  Run.  Moving  up  the* river 
to  Bealton,  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad,  they  followed 
the  course  of  the  railroad  northward,  halting  after  a  very  severe 
day's  march  in  a  dense  forest  near  Warreuton  Junction.  With  lit- 
tle rest  the  command  was  called  up  long  before  daylight  to  resume 
the  journey,  but  owing  to  the  thick  darkness  very  little  progress 
was  made  till  after  dawn.  That  night  a  halt  was  made  soon  after 
crossing  Broad  Run,  and  the  morning  of  the  21>th  saw  the  column 
again  in  motion  toward  Manassas  Junction.  After  a  short  halt  in 
that  vicinitv  the  column  countermarched,  takinir  the  road  to  Gaines- 
ville,  and  in  the  afternoon  took  position  on  a  hill  overlooking  the 
march  of  Longstrect's  column  to  a  junction  with  Jackson's  forces 
further  to  the  northeast. 

With  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  it  remained  at  that  point  to  and 
through  the  night,  in  support  of  a  battery  which  was  but  slightly 
engaged ;  the  next  morning  the  corps  started  toward  Centerville, 
Griffin's  Brigade  being  detailed  as  train  guard.  The  direction  of 
the  rest  of  the  corps  was  soon  changed  toward  the  battle-field,  but 
the  rear  brigade  was  overlooked ;  so  it  plodded  on  to  Centerville, 
where  during  most  of  the  day  it  listened  with  apprehension  to  the 
approaching  roar  of  battle  and  at  4  o'clock  was  ordered  to  the  front. 
Pressing  through  the  disordered  throng  of  fugitives  in  the  rear  of 
the  disastrous  conflict,  the  regiment  reached  the  firmer  lines  next 
the  enemy  after  the  cessation  of  the  fight,  and  presently  retired 
again  to  Centerville. 

Next  morning,  Sunday,  the  31st,  the  broken  Union  army  was 
brought  into  a  semblance  of  order,  and  General  Grifiin  with  his 
command  was  moved  out  some  distance  on  the  Gainesville  pike  to 
receive  the  first  shock  of  the  enemy's  attack,  should  one  be  made. 
But  a  front  attack  was  not  hazarded,  Jackson  creeping  around  to 
Chantilly  to  attempt  the  Federal  flank ;  so  the  regiment  laid  on  its 
arms,  drenched  by  the  storm,  cold  and  hungry,  till  near  daylight  of 
September  2.  Then,  as  the  army  behind  it  had  made  good  its  re- 
treat to  the  Washington  defenses,  it  quietly  withdrew,  looking  back 
to' see  the  Confederates  swarming  into  Centerville  almost  as  soon  as 
the  Union  troops  had  quitted  it.  During  the  day  a  march  of  28  miles 
was  made — a  great  distance  considering  the  condition  of  the  troops- 
passing  Fairfax  Court  House,  Vienna  and  Levinsville,  bivouacking 
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at  Langlcv's.  Next  day  an  easier  stage  was  made  to  Miners  Hill, 
near  Falls  Church,  where  the  Fifth  Corps  found  itself  again  on  the 
ground  it  had  quitted  to  enter  upon  the  Peninsular  movement.  Here 
Companies  H,  I  and  K,  which  had  for  some  time  been  searching  for 
Porter's  command,  found  and  joined  the  regiment,  and  the  organi- 
zation was  completed. 

While  the  shattered  Army  of  the  Potomac,  again  under  General 
McCIellans  command,  was  pushing  through  Maryland  in  search  of 
the  Confederates,  MorelFs  Division  remained  in  camp  till  the  12th 
of  September,  when  it  followed  in  the  wake  of  the  main  body.  Till 
and  during  the  lOth  it  marched  incessantly,  and  the  trial  was  very 
severe,  especially  to  the  three  new  companies,  who  were  unused  to 
such  heroic  demands.    The  close  of  the  march  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  10th  brought  the  regiment  into  place  with  the  rest  of  the  corps, 
in  the  center  of  McClellan's  line  of  battle,  but  during  the  contest 
which  opened  on  the  following  morning  it  was  not  engaged,  though 
from  its  position  enabled  to  overlook  much  of  the  fight.    On  the 
1 8th  Porter's  Corps  relieved  Burnside's  at  the  left,  expecting  a  re- 
lewal  of  the  battle,  but  during  the  night  the  Confederates  retreated. 

Leaving  Company  C  on  detached  service  with  the  reserve  artillery, 
he  Thirty-second  followed  the  retiring  invaders,  witnessing  the  en- 
agement  at  the  fords  of  the  Potomac  in  which  General  Griffin  led 
column  across  the  river  and  recaptured  some  of  the  guns  which 
•  had  lost  on  the  Peninsula.  Then  the  army  settled  down  about 
larpsburg  while  the  general  commanding  prepared  for  another 
yvement  into  Virginia.  It  was  not  till  the  30th  of  October  that 
l*  movement  began,  and  on  the  10th  of  November  the  army,  con- 
itrated  near  Warrenton,  finally  parted  with  General  McClellan 
a  commander,  he  being  succeeded  by  General  Burnside.  When 
latter  was  ready  to  move,  a  week  later,  the  regiment  proceeded 
easy  marches  to  "Stoneman's  Switch,"  near  Potomac  Creek, 
ch  was  reached  on  the  22d.  There  the  first  Thanksgiving  passed 
he  service  found  the  Thirtv-second,  and  it  was  not  cheering  to 
men  that  the  Massachusetts  holiday  should  find  them  with  ab- 
tely  nothing  to  eat  till  noon,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  supplies, 
then  only  a  few  boxes  of  hard  bread  were  obtained  by  borrowing, 
iring  the  three  weeks  previous  to  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg 
regiment  was  occupied  in  drill,  picket  and  fatigue  duty,  the 
licr  much  of  the  time  being  very  uncomfortable,  while  the  men 
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were  but  poorly  provided  to  encounter  it.  General  Griffin  had  now 
taken  command  of  the  division,  that  of  the  brigade  being  vested  in 
Colonel  Sweitzer  of  the  Sixty-second  Pennsylvania. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  December  11  the  regiment  marched  to 
the  bights  near  Falinouth,  from  which  during  the  day  it  watched 
the  efforts  to  lay  bridges  across  the  river  at  the  city,  remaining  in 
the  vicinity  till  near  noon  of  the  13th,  when  Humphrey's  and  Grif- 
fin's Divisions  were  sent  across  the  river  to  the  support  of  Sumner. 
The  Thirty-second  were  among  the  last  troops  thrown  forward  in 
the  futile  attempt  to  carry  the  bights  that  afternoon.  Emerging 
from  the  partial  cover  under  which  it  had  been  lying,  the  regiment 
went  at  a  double-quick  across  the  exposed  plain,  relieving  the  Sixty- 
second  Pennsylvania,  which  with  ammunition  exhausted  was  lying 
prone  within  some  40  yards  of  the  deadly  stone-wall  which  sheltered 
the  enemy.  By  a  sharp  fire  the  regiment  kept  the  foe  well  under 
cover  till  darkness  came  on  and  the  lusilade  along  the  lines  ceased; 
during  the  night  the  men  received  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition, 
but  were  also  ordered  not  to  renew  the  engagement  -in  the  morning. 
All  of  the  following  day  was  passed  in  that  uncomfortable  position, 
the  main  line  so  far  advanced  that  it  could  not  be  reached  by  the 
hostile  artillery  and  a  trifling  rise  of  ground  giving  partial  protec- 
tion from  infantry  lire;  while  the  skirmishers  were  still  nearer, 
being  scarcely  ten  yards  from  the  Confederate  lines.  The  Thirty- 
second  were  relieved  the  following  night,  and  after  passing  another 
day  in  suspense  on  the  streets  of  Fredericksburg  withdrew  across 
the  river,  having  lost  during  the  battle  35  killed  and  wounded, 
among  the  dead  being  Captain  Dearborn. 

The  battle  being  ended  the  command  returned  to  its  camping 
ground  near  Stoneman's  Switch,  which  it  occupied  during  the  win- 
ter. Colonel  Parker  resigned  his  commission  the  27th  of  Decem- 
ber; Lieutenant  Colonel  Prcscott  and  Major  Stephenson  were  each 
promoted  one  grade  in  consequence,  and  Captain  Edmunds  became 
major.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  regiment  took  part  in  a  recon- 
naissance to  Morrisville  and  the  resulting  skirmish.  The  weather 
being  quite  cold,  the  command  turning  out  in  "light  marching 
order,"  and  the  movements  being  very  rapid,  the  many  who  were 
obliged  to  fall  from  the  ranks  suffered  severely.  Three  weeks  later 
came  the  u  Mud  March,''  after  which  the  regiment  returned  again  to 
its  camp.    There,  engaged  in  routine  duties,  it  remained  till  under 
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the  command  of  General  Hooker  the  Armv  of  the  Potomac  set 
forth  iipiiu the  Chancellorsville  campaign.  Lieutenant  Wheelwright 
dini  n(  disease  on  the  18th  of  January,  1863. 

The  Thirty-second,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Stephenson,  broke  camp  the  27th  of  April,  marching  that  day  to 
Hurt  wood  Church  and  the  next  to  Kelly's  Ford  on  the  Rappahan- 
nock. The  river  was  crossed  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  by  ponton 
bridge,  and  that  afternoon  the  Rapidan,"  the  water  waist  deep,  was 
waded  at  Ely's  Ford.    After  bivouacking  on  the  bank  of  the  stream, 
the  regiment  proceeded  on  the  30th  to  Chancellorsville,  where  the 
main  portion  of  General  Hooker's  force  was  concentrated.  Next 
morning  the  Fifth  Corps  was  moved  far  to  the  left,  Griffin's  Division 
in  advance,  the  Thirty-second  leading.    With  flankers  and  skirmish- 
ers out  the  column  pushed  on  toward  Banks  Ford  till  within  some 
four  miles  of  Fredericksburg,  when  it  was  found  that  the  Second 
Division — the  regulars — had  been  attacked  and  forced  back,  cutting 
off  the  other  two  divisions  from  connection  with  the  rest  of  the 
I'nion  army.    There  was  at  once  an  about  face  and  a  rapid  with- 
drawal from  the  dangerous  position;  but  so  difficult  was  move- 
ment through  the  forests  that  it  was  not  till  morning  that  the  corps 
ras  reunited  on  the  left  of  the  Union  line  of  battle.    Though  the 
□en  were  seriously  exhausted,  they  were  at  once  set  to  fortifying 
he  position,  and  before  night  it  was  well  prepared  to  resist  attack. 

These  intrenchments  were  given  up  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of 
lay  to  what  remained  of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  so  badly  shattered 
ie  previous  evening,  and  the  Fifth  Corps  moved  to  the  right,  Sweit- 
rV  Brigade  being  posted  near  the  edge  of'a  wide  field  to  the  right 
the  Chancellor  house,  where  fresh  earthworks  were  thrown  up, 
t  in  the  fierce  fighting  which  raged  about  it  the  regiment  fort- 
ately  had  no  part.  About  noon  of  the  4th  the  brigade  was 
lcred  to  advance  and  draw  the  fire  of  the  eneniy,  to  determine 
position,  which  was  done  in  a  fine  manner,  the  command  retir- 
to  its  works  as  soon  as- the  fire  was  received. 
"Jie  driving  rain  storm  of  the  day  and  night  of  the  5th  were 
arable  to  the  retreat  of  Hooker's  army  across  the  river,  though 
leasant  enough  for  the  Thirty-second,  who,  crouching  behind 
r  works,  remained  till  almost  morning  of  the  6th  before  the 
•  truard,  of  which  they  formed  a  part,  could  be  safely  withdrawn, 
n   they  hurried  through  the  slippery  mud  across  the  bridges, 
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which  were  taken  up  behind  them,  and  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
villc  was  ended,  with  a  loss  to  the  regiment  of  but  one  man  killed 
and  four  wounded.  Returning  to  its  former  camp,  the  command 
was  soon  after  detailed  for  guard  duty  along  the  railroad  above  and 
below  the  Switch,  on  which  duty  it  remained  till  the  beginning  of 
the  Gettysburg  campaign. 

It  was  ordered  to  march  on  the  29th  of  Mav,  the  left  wing  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Stephenson,  on  duty  near  the  bridge  at  Potomac 
Creek,  starting  in  the  afternoon  and  the  right  under  Colonel  Pres- 
cott  quitting  its  station  south  of  the  Switch  in  the  evening.  The 
detachments  united  at  Hartwood  Church  during  the  night,  and  next 
day  moved  on  to  Kemper's  Ford,  where  a  guard  was  established  and 
pickets  were  extended  along  the  river  bank,  watching  the  enemy  on 
the  opposite  shore.  At  the  time  of  the  cavalry  fight  at  Brandy  Sta- 
tion, on  the  9th  of  June,  the  regiment  crossed  the  river  and  advanced 
some  three  miles  toward  Culpeper,  to  cover  the  ford,  but  without 
finding  the  foe  in  force.  The  northward  movement  reached  the 
Thirty-second  on  the  13th,  and  that  night  they  marched  toward 
Morrisville,  reaching  Catlett's  the  next  night,  General  Griffin's  Divis- 
ion being  the  rear  guard.  Manassas  was  reached  on  the  16th,  and 
the  following  dav,  which  was  intensely  sultry,  the  command  inarched 
to  Gum  Spring,  suffering  much  on  the  way.  It  is  recorded  of  the 
Thirty-second  that  of  230  men  who  started  in  the  morning,  107 
were  in  the  ranks  at  the  close  of  the  march,  the  best  showing  made 
by  any  regiment  in  the  division. 

Next  day  the  corps  marched  to  Aldie  Gap,  where  an  artillery 
skirmish  was  in  progress,  and  at  sunset  deployed  in  line  of  battle, 
but  no  engagement  resulted.  Very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  21st 
the  regiment  led  the  corps  through  the  Gap,  in  support  of  a  cavalry 
fight  beyond,  and  the  following  day,  when  the  engagement  was  over, 
it  formed  the  rear  of  the  retiring  column.  It  remained  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  Gap  till  the  26th,  when  early  in  the  morning  the  march 
was  resumed  and  continued  daily  till  the  1st  of  July,  when  in  the 
early  afternoon  the  regiment  halted  in  a  pleasant  field  near  Hanover, 
Pa.  But  the  stop  there  was  not  of  long  duration,  for  in  the  even- 
in  :  the  command  to  pack  up  and  fall  in  was  received,  and  a  march 
of  I  n  miles  that  night  brought  the  column  within  a  short  distance 
of  \l  )  battle-field  of  Gettysburg. 

A  ;  upporting  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  the  morning  of  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  THIRTY-SECOND  REGIMENT. 


2d  by  the  Fifth  Corps  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Round  Tops,  and  the  day 
passed  in  quiet  so  far  as  the  regiment  was  concerned  till  the  attack 
by  Longstreet  and  the  giving  away  of  the  Third  Corps  in  its  front 
late  in  the  afternoon.  General  Sykcs  was  then  called  upon  for  as- 
sistance and  formed  line  to  resist  the  Confederates  along  the  west- 
ern slope  of  the  ridge.  At  the  enemy's  advance  a  sharp  fire  drove 
him  back  from  that  part  of  the  line,  but  to  the  right  he  gained  some 
advantage,  so  that  the  Second  Brigade  was  obliged  to  fall  back  and 
take  a  position  to  the  rear  and  left.  This  done  it  formed  line  of 
battle  and  advanced  across  a  wheat  field,  taking  position  behind  the 
wall  surrounding  the  field,  on  the  side  next  the  toe. 

The  Thirty-second  formed  the  left  of  the  brigade,  the  Fourth 
Michigan  the  right,  with  the  Pennsylvanians  in  the  center;  but  the 
brigade  was  isolated,  having  advanced  beyond  the  First  Brigade  at 
the  right,  and  before  the  error  could  be  corrected  the  keen-eyed 
Confederates  rushed  forward  and  enveloped  the  exposed  flanks. 
Receiving  from  an  aide  the  command  to  fall  back,  the  Thirty-second 
were  doing  so  in  good  order  when  they  were  commanded  to  face 
about  and  renew  the  fight.  This  they  did,  hand  to  hand,  till  a 
second  order  to  retire  was  given  and  they  fought  their  way  out,  los- 
ing heavily  till  they  reached  the  woods  in  rear  of  the  field,  where 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Stephenson  was  badly  wounded  through  the 
face.  General  Crawford's  Division  of  Pennsylvania  Reserves  now 
charged  and  drove  back  the  disorganized  enemy,  when  the  Thirty- 
second  again  advanced  to  its  position  at  the  stone-wall,  which  it 
thenceforth  maintained  without  serious  contest.  Of  227  taken  into 
action,  the  regiment  had  lost  81  killed  and  wounded,  among  the 
dead  being  Second  Lieutenant  William  II.  Barrows  of  Carver. 

Then  followed  the  pursuit  by  the  Union  army,  closing  in  about 
the  Confederates  at  Wiliiamsport,  with  dreams  of  the  annihilation 
of  Lee's  armv — from  which  all  awoke  to  find  the  arena  acrain  trans- 
ferred  to  the  desolated  fields  of  Virginia.  Thither  the  Thirty-second 
followed,  crossing  the  Potomac  on  the  17th  near  Berlin,  watched 
the  fighting  of  the  Third  Corps  at  Manassas  Gap  on  the  23d,  and 
reached  Warrenton  on  the  2(Hh.  There  a  stop  was  made  till  the 
8th  of  August,  when  the  regiment  went  to  Beverly  Ford  for  five 
weeks,  and  while  there  Company  C  returned  to  the  command  from 
its  detail  of  nearly  a  year  before.  On  the  loth  of  September  a 
change,  accompanied  with  some  skirmishing,  was  m;ele  to  Culpeper, 
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followed  by  another  halt  of  nearly  a  month.  During  that  time  the 
regiment  was  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  180  drafted  men,  of  whom, 
the  regimental  historian  says,  good  soldiers  were  made. 

The  Thirty -second  took  part  in  the  subsequent  maneuvers  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  including  the  frosty  experiences  of  the  Mine 
Run  campaign.  Following  this  fiasco,  the  army  went  into  winter 
quarters,  the  regimental  camp  occupying  a  favorable  position  near 
Bealton  Station  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad,  at  the  little 
village  of  Liberty.  During  the  early  part  of  the  winter  most  of  the 
regiment  re-enlisted  for  three  years,  so  that  a  furlough  of  30  days 
was  obtained  for  the  organization,  and  on  the  17th  of  January,  1864, 
it  reached  Boston,  where  it  received  an  enthusiastic  greeting,  as  well 
as  at  the  homes  of  the  various  companies.  The  return  trip  was 
begun  on  the  17th  of  February,  and  a  few  days  later  the  old  camp 
at  Liberty  was  reoccupied,  the  regiment  proud  of  the  fact  that  it 
had  been  the  first  from  Massachusetts  to  earn  the  title  of  "veteran" 
by  its  re-enlistment  as  a  body.  In  the  reorganization  of  the  army 
for  the  spring  campaign  of  1864  the  only  change  in  Sweitzer's  Bri- 
gade was  the  addition  to  it  of  the  Twenty-second  Massachusetts 
Regiment,  though  the  corps  generally  was  much  changed,  General 
Warren  becoming  its  commander  and  General  Griffin  retaining  the 
First  Division. 

The  camp  at  Liberty  was  quitted  on  the  30th  of  April,  the  corps 
gathering  at  Rappahannock  Station,  where  the  river  was  crossed  the 
next  day  and  an  advance  made  to  Brandy  Station,  the  winter  quar- 
ters of  the  Sixth  Corps.  On  the  3d  of  May  the  corps  sauntered 
along  to  Culpeper,  but  late  that  afternoon  the  march  was  taken  up 
in  earnest  and  continued  all  through  the  night;  in  the  morning  the 
Rapidan  was  crossed  at  Germania  Ford,  and  at  night  General  War- 
ren made  bivouac  near  Wilderness  Tavern.  Line  of  battle  was 
formed  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  and  the  men  were  directed  to 
fortify  their  position,  which  was  well  done,  when  an  advance  was 
ordered.  General  Griffin's  Division  opened  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, and  was  sharply  engaged,  but  the  Thirty-second,  though. in  the 
front  till  midnight  of  the  6th,  was  fortunate  in  having  none  killed 
and  but  about  a  dozen  wounded.  Retiring  in  the  night  to  the  works 
from  which  they  had  first  advanced,  a  day's  rest  was  obtained,  and 
the  succeedingevening  the  movement  southward  was  begun.  Reach- 
ing Spottsylvania  the  regiment  took  part  in  many  of  the  preliminary 
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engagements  and  maneuvers ;  but  it  was  on  the  morning  of  the  12th, 
at  Laurel  Hill,  that  it  received  its  severest  and  most  deadly  test. 

Hancock  had  assaulted  and  surprised  the  salient  known  as  "the 
Angle"  that  morning,  and  Burnsidc  was  fighting  to  the  left.  It 
seemed  that  the  Confederate  line  must  be  weakened  somewhere,  and 
General  Warren  was  ordered  to  attack.  His  assault  proved  that 
the  works  in  his  front  were  strongly  held,  and  he  was  unable  to  make 
any  impression.  In  this  short,  sharp  encounter  no  regiment  in  the 
Fifth  Corps  took  a  more  heroic  part  than  the  Thirty-second.  It 
rormed  the  left  of  the  brigade,  which  was  in  single  line,  and  for  two 
jays  had  been  lying  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
nemy's  line  on  Laurel  Hill,  from  which  it  was  separated  by  two 
ises  of  ground  occupied  by  the  respective  picket  lines.  Colonel 
Vescott  commanded  the  brigade.  At  the  signal  the  line  dashed 
>rward  over  the  two  swells,  but  at  the  foot  of  the  last  ascent  the 
re  became  too  hot  for  a  single  line  to  endure  and  the  men  threw 
:em.«elves  upon  the  ground  within  25  yards  of  the  hostile  works, 
lmediately  the  line  on  the  right  crumbled  away,  and  the  Thirty- 
•cmd,  unable  to  obtain  shelter,  were  ordered  to  make  the  best  of 
3ir  way  to  the  rear.  Of  190  men  taken  into  action  the  regiment 
:i  lost  103  killed  and  wounded,  including  five  color  bearers; 
ptain  Robert  Hamilton  was  among  the  mortally  wounded,  dying 
the  19th  of  July. 

)uring  the  night  of  the  13th  the  Fifth  Corps,  through  darkness, 
i  and  mud,  marched  to  the  left,  in  the  hope  of  finding  a  vulner- 
;  point  in  the  enemy's  lines;  being  disappointed  in  that,  they  ad- 
2cd  well  up  toward  the  hostile  pickets  and  intrenched,  in  which 
tion  the  command  remained  till  the  southward  flank  movement 
■ie  army  was  resumed  on  the  21st.  That  day  the  regiment 
•bed  to  Edge  Hill,  where  it  enjoyed  the  first  unbroken  night's 
since  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  17  days  before.    The  bri- 

led  the  advance  across  the  North  Anna  river  at  Jericho  Ford 
e  afternoon  of  the  23d,  wading  the  river  four  feet  in  depth  and 
icing-  about  a  mile  in  line  of  battle,  the  Thirty-second  on  the 

There  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  intrench  and  hold  the  posi- 
t  all  hazards,  but  had  not  made  much  progress  when  an  attack 
lade  by  the  rebels,  which  was  easily  repulsed,  but  was  followed 
lore  determined  assault  an  hour  or  two  later,  which  for  a  time 
tcored  the  Union  line.    The  prompt  service  of  a  battery  placed 
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under  the  direction  of  General  Warren  and  the  steady  rifle  fire  of 
the  Thirty-second  drove  the  assailants  back  at  length  with  heavy 
loss,  while  the  casualties  in  the  regiment,  fighting  on  the  defensive, 
were  very  few.  It  was  changed  from  point  to  point  during  the  three 
days  that  followed,  recrossed  the  river  at  night  of  the  20th,  and 
inarched  during  the  27th  to  the  Pamunkey  at  Hanover  Town. 

Early  next  morning  that  river  was  crossed,  an  advance  of  two 
miles  was  made  and  the  regiment  halted  in  line  of  battle  and  in- 
trenched. A  movement  was  made  on  the  29th  toward  Mechanics- 
ville  till  the  enemy's  outposts  were  discovered,  and  the  day  follow- 
ing the  brigade  in  line  of  battle  advanced  through  Totopotomy 
swamp,  driving  the  Confederate  skirmishers  back  to  their  main  line 
at  Shady  Grove  Church,  a 'distance  of  some  three  miles.  The  regi- 
ment lost  First  Lieutenant  George  A.  Bibby  of  Hingham  and  two 
others  killed  and  18  wounded. 

in  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor, on  the  3d  of  June,  the  Thirty-second 
joined  in  the  general  assault  of  the  early  morning,  charging  across 
a  wide  plain  in  the  face  of  a  deadly  fire,  and  succeeded  in  driving 
the  enemy  out  of  his  first  line  of  works.  These  were  occupied  and 
held,  though  the  defenders  only  retired  a  short  distance  to  a  stronger 
line.    In  this  assault  the  regiment  lost  10  killed  and  21  wounded. 

In  the  transfer  of  the  Arrav  of  the  Potomac  from  the  Cold  Har- 
bor  fields  to  the  south  of  Petersburg,  the  Fifth  Corps  first  crossed 
the  Chickahomiuy,  advanced  toward  Richmond  and  deployed  like  a 
vast  curtain,  behind  which  the  rest  of  the  army  hurried  across  the 
peninsula;  then  General  Warren  followed  and  on  the  16th  the 
Thirty-second  crossed  the  James  river  at  Wilcox  Landing  and 
marched  toward  Petersburg.  The  attack  by  Warren's  troops  on 
the  18th  was  onlv  partlv  successful,  the  encmv  being  merelv  driven 
to  an  inner  line  of  works  of  greater  strength  :  but  some  ground  was 
gained,  including  the  hill  from  which  the  famous  "  Burnside  Mine" 
was  constructed.  During  the  charge  of  that  day  Colonel  Prescott 
was  wounded  and  died  soon  after.  A  few  days  later  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Stephenson  resigned  on  account  of  the  wounds  received  at 
Gettysburg;  in  consequence  of  which  Major  Edmands  was  advanced 
to  the  colonelcy,  while  Captains  Cunningham  and  Sliepard  became 
lieutenant  colonel  and  major  respectively.  The  regiment  had  pre- 
viously been  increased  in  numbers  by  the  transfer  to  it  of  170  veter- 
ans and  recruits  from  the  Ninth  Massachusetts. 
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The  Fifth  Corps  being  relieved  by  the  Ninth,  the  regiment  with 
rfher  troops  moved  to  the  rear  near  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  as 
:  reserve  on  the  21st.  The  next  day  it  was  sent  at  the  double- 
uiek  to  assist  the  Second  Corps  in  its  sharp  fight,  taking  position 
1  the  front  and  holding  it  till  the  next  morning,  with  a  ioss  of 
iree  killed  and  seven  wounded.  That  afternoon  it  went  to  aid  the 
ixth  Corps  in  establishing  its  line  in  the  direction  of  the  Weldon 
ailroad,  returning  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  to  its  camp  on  the 
rusalem  road,  where  it  remained  till  the  12th  of  July.  It  then 
»  nt  into  the  trenches  at  the  front,  staying  there  till  the  16th  of 
ugust,  when  the  corps  was  withdrawn  in  pursuance  of  a  plan  to 
ike  a  lodgment  further  to  the  left. 

in  the  advance  of  the  18th,  which  reached  and  held  the  Weldon 
ilroad  at  Globe  Tavern,  the  Thirty -second  were  deployed  as  skir- 
shers  and  advanced  for  several  miles,  passing  on  a  half-mile  he- 
ld the  railroad,  which  the  rest  of  the  division  at  once  hastened 
lestroy.  This  skirmish  line  was  maintained  by  the  regiment  till 
evening  of  the  21st.  On  that  afternoon  the  Confederates  made 
assault  driving  the  skirmishers  back  upon  the  works  near  the 
road,  but  being  quickly  repulsed  by  the  fire  of  the  main  line. 
•  Thirty-second  lost  13  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing.  From 
time  till  the  last  of  September  the  regiment  remained  on  duty 
nd  about  the  works,  much  of  the  time  being  devoted  to  the  con- 
ction  of  the  strong  fortifications  which  in  an  unbroken  cordon 
;  being  extended  mile  after  mile  through  fields  and  forests.  In 
work  the  command  had  now  become  proficient,  having  earlier 
•ie  summer  built  the  strong  earthwork  named  for  their  fallen 
id  Fort  Prescott. 

i  the  30th  of  September  part  was  taken  in  the  expedition  to 
ur  Grove  Church  and  the  resulting  battle  of  Peeble's  Farm, 
mt  point  the  enemy  had  a  fort,  called  Fort  Mcltae,  and  other 
s,  covering  the  junction  of  two  roads.  In  the  arrangement  of 
)lumn  of  attack  the  Thirty-second  were  placed  directly  in  front 
;  fort,  with  the  Fourth  Michigan  on  the  right,  and  at  the  signal 
ed  across  a  wide  plain  and  carried  the  fort,  capturing  one  can- 
nd  60  prisoners.  The  enemy  being  now  demoralized,  an  ad- 
was  soon  made  to  the  second  line,  which  was  also  speedily 
d  and  held.  The  Ninth  Corps,  which  had  co-operated  in  the 
,  pushed  forward  still  farther,  but  meeting  the  Confederates 
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in  force  was  driven  back,  and  the  condition  of  affairs  looked  critical 
for  a  time  till  General  Griflin  moved  his  division  into  position  and 
delivered  a  few  decisive  volleys.  By  that  time  it  was  dark,  and  the 
Federals  were  not  further  annoyed.  The  ground  gained  was  held, 
and  Fort  McRae,  being  strengthened  and  equipped,  was  re-christened 
Fort  Welch,  in  honor  of  the  brave  colonel  of  the  Fourth  Michigan, 
who  was  killed  in  the  assault.'  The  loss  of  the  Thirty-second  in 
the  engagement  was  four  killed  and  20  wounded,  Colonel  Edmands 
being  among  the  latter. 

The  division  was  reorganized  on  the  26th  of  October,  and  among 
other  changes  the  Thirty -second  were  transferred  to  the  Third  Bri- 
gade, commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Joseph  J.  Bartlett,  which 
was  composed  of  the  eight  old  regiments  of  the  division.  At  the 
same  time  the  veterans  and  recruits  of  the  Eighteenth  and  Twenty- 
second  Massachusetts  Regiments  were  consolidated  with  the  Thirty- 
second,  increasing  that  command  to  such  an  extent  that  two  ad- 
ditional companies — L  and  M — were  formed,  officers  for  which  had 
been  transferred  with  the  men  composing  them. 

The  day  following  the  reorganization  the  regiment  joined  in  an 
expedition  to  Hatcher's  Run,  where  it  was  in  line  of  battle  and  skir- 
mished slightly,  but  without  serious  engagement,  and  on  the  return 
next  day  it  formed  the  rear  guard  of'  the  corps,  closely  followed  by 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  but  not  seriously  molested.  After  this  the 
command  went  into  permanent  quarters  on  the  Jerusalem  plank 
road,  where  it  was  very  comfortably  located,  though  liable  to  be 
called  to  duty  at  any  moment.  Such  a  call  came  on  the  Gth  of  De- 
cember, when  the  regiment  was  relieved  by  one  from  the  Second 
Corps  and  marched  to  the  Jerusalem  road,  down  which,  after  a 
night's  bivouac,  it  proceeded, marching  almost  incessantly  till  after- 
noon of  the  8th,  when  it  reached  the  Weldon  Railroad  a  few  miles 
north  of  Jarratt's  Station.  Through  most  of  the  night  and  all  the 
next  day  the  destruction  of  the  road  was  carried  on,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  10th,  in  a  disagreeable  rain  and  through  abundant 
mud,  the  command  set  out  on  the  return.  The  old  site  on  the 
Jerusalem  road  was  reached  two  days  later,  and  a  new  camp  was 
built,  in  which,  with  abundant  duty  "at  the  front,"  the  following 
months  were  passed. 

On  the  afternoon  of  February  4, 1865,  orders  were  received  to 
march  next  morning,  and  at  the  appointed  time  the  road  was  taken, 
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tottaway  Court  House  being  reached  that  evening,  when  the  rcgi- 
lent  was  ordered  on  picket,  but  was  recalled  at  midnight  and 
larchcd  till  morning  of  the  Gth,  when  it  reached  Hatcher's  Run  at 
ic  crossin*:  of  the  Yanghan  road.  Soon  after  it  was  ordered  across 
ie  stream  into  a  line  of  pits  built  by  the  enemy  to  defend  the  cross- 
ig.  from  which  they  had  been  driven  the  previous  afternoon.  This 
)int  was  the  extreme  right  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  connecting  it  with 
e  Second,  which  had  not  crossed  the  run.  In  the  afternoon  Craw- 
nl's  Division  advanced  from  the  left  across  the  front  and  cn- 
untered  the  enemy,  some  of  Crawford's  men  giving  way,  and  the 
igade  was  ordered  forward  into  a  thick  pine  forest  to  till  the  gap. 
sharp  light  ensued  till  about  dusk,  when  the  charge  of  Mahonc's 
vision  of  Confederates  drove  back  Crawford's  line,  leaving  the 
liity-second  Massachusetts  and  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fifth 
nnsvlvania  almost  surrounded.  In  fiirhting  its  wav  back  the 
rinicnt  lost  severely,  the  entire  casualties  of  the  day  amounting 
74,  and  including  Major  Shepard,  commanding  the  brigade  skir- 
^h  line,  who  was  taken  prisoner.  This  engagement,  known  as 
battle  of  Dabney's  Mills,  was  fought  in  a  cold  storm,  and  the 
n  suffered  much.  The  position  was  held  till  the  11th,  when  the 
iment  was  withdrawn  across  the  run  and  assigned  to  a  position 
the  Vaughan  road  with  the  rest  of  the  division  in  protection  of 
extended  left  flank  of  the  Federal  army.  There  the  third  "win- 
quarters"  of  the  regiment  for  that  season  were  built,  and  in 
et  duty  and  building  fortifications  and  roads  the  time  passed  till 
last  days  of  March. 

t  the  capture  of  Fort  Stedman  on  the  25th  the  regiment,  com- 
ded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham,  inarched  several  miles 
bat  direction,  but  finding  its  services  were  not  needed  moved 
to  the  left  to  support  an  attack  by  the  Second  Corps,  and 
t  midnight  went  back  to  camp,  where  it  remained  till  the 
ing  of  the  final  contest,  being  constantly  under  marching 
*s.  Camp  was  quitted  on  the  20th,  the  division  marching  to 
•i<ldie  Court  House  and  thence  by  the  Quaker  road  toward  the 
town  ;  but  before  reaching  the  latter  General  Anderson's  Con- 
nies were  encountered,  the  principal  fighting  being  done  by 
"irst  and  Second  Brigades  of  Gri Inn's  Division.  The  Third 
<le  was  posted  in  a  swampy  field,  and  as  a  heavy  rain  set  in 
liirht  the  situation  was  not  comfortable. 
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About  noon  the  next  day  the  regiment  was  deployed  as  skirmishers 
with  orders  to  feel  for  the  enemy,  and  found  him  not  far  in  front  in 
loir  breastworks,  from  which  the  Bav  State  men  bv  a  determined 
advance  drove  out  a  strong  force.  But  the  latter  presently  returned, 
and  as  the  ammunition  of  the  skirmishers  had  given  out  they  were 
obliged  to  fall  back.  The  foe  followed  till  the  fire  of  the  line  of 
battle  was  felt,  when  he  once  more  retired,  and  the  Thirty-second, 
having  filled  their  cartridge  boxes,  rcoccupied  the  works  previously 
taken.  After  holding  them  for  a  time,  the  skirmish  line  was  again 
ordered  forward,  and  presently  came  under  the  fire  of  a  strong  fort; 
as  it  was  beyond  their  power  to  capture  it,  the  brave  fellows  worked 
as  near  to  it  as  possible  and  intrenched  under  cover  of  the  darkness. 

The  Fifth  Corps  was  relieved  by  the  Second  on  the  31st,  and  again 
moved  toward  the  left,  encountering  the  enemy  a  little  west  of  the 
Boydtown  road,  where  a  short  engagement  resulted.  At  first  the 
enemy  seemed  to  have  the  advantage,  but  Griffin's  Division  stood 
firm  and  the  others  rallied  on  it,  when  the  whole  line  advanced  and 
won  a  decided  advantage.  Captain  Lauriat,  commanding  half  of 
the  regiment  as  skirmishers,  pushed  a  part  of  the  routed  force  for 
some  miles.  In  the  afternoon  the  brigade  moved  out  to  Gravelly 
Run  to  the  assistance  of  Sheridan's  cavalry,  skirmishing  all  the 
way;  but  finding  him  in  need  of  no  assistance  hastened  back  to  its 
place  in  the  corps. 

Next  morning  the  entire  corps  pushed  through  by  the  same  route 
till  connection  with  Sheridan's  cavalry  at  Five  Forks  was  made. 
The  regiment  was  then  deployed  as  skirmishers  under  command  of 
Captain  Bancroft — Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham  being  detailed 
for  staff  duty — and  at  once  the  advance  was  made  which  placed 
the  Fifth  Corps  on  the  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy  and  completed 
his  discomfiture.  Several  regiments  were  detailed  to  form  a  brigade 
of  skirmishers  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham,  of 
which  the  Thirty -second  was  one,  and  on  the  morning  of  April  "2  they 
were  pushed  through  to  the  Southside  Railroad,  capturing  a  train, 
prisoners  and  supplies,  penetrating  some  distance  beyond  the  road, 
then  changing  direction  and  marching  several  miles  toward  Peters- 
burg. Hard  marching  on  the  3d  and  4th  brought  the  Fifth  Corps 
to  Jetersville,  where  it  obtained  possession  of  the  Danville  Railroad, 
and  waited  for  the  arrival  of  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps,  as  the 
main  body  of  the  Confederates  were  at  Amelia  Court  House,  but  a 
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few  miles  away.  The  other  corps  were  ready  for  business  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  when  it  was  found  that  Lee's  army  was  again 
in  rapid  flight  to  the  westward,  and  the  pursuit  was  at  once  taken 
up  and  continued  till  the  end. 

The  Thirty-second  reached  Ramplin's  Station  on  the  Southside 
Railroad  about  midnight  of  the  8th,  and  after  a  few  hours'  rest  wrre 
called  up  and  made  a  forced  march  to  the  assistance  of  Sheridan, 
whose  cavalry  was  being  hard  pressed  by  the  remains  of  the  Con- 
federate army  at  bay  near  Appomattox  Court  House.  The  regi- 
ment led  the  column,  and  on  reaching  the  scene  deployed  into  line  of 
battle  in  fine  order,  and  had  begun  an  enthusiastic  advance  when 
the  enemy's  fire  ceased  and  a  flag  of  truce  was  sighted  by  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Cunningham,  who  with  his  adjutant  rode  forward  and 
received  the  first  of  the  messages  which  resulted  in  the  agreement  4 
to  surrender  that  afternoon. 

General  J.  L.  Chamberlain,  commanding  the  division — Griffin 
having  succeeded  Warren  in  the  command  of  the  corps, — received 
the  formal  surrender  on  the  11th,  and  detailed  Bartlett's  Brigade 
to  receive  and  care  for  the  arms  deposited  by  the  Confederates. 
Guard  duty  of  the  trophies  thus  secured  occupied  the  regiment  till 
the  13th,  when  it  set  out  for  Burkesville,  which  was  reached  in  three 
days.  After  a  rest  of  two  days  the  Fifth  Corps  relieved  the  Ninth 
in  guarding  the  Southside  Railroad,  the  Thirty-second  Regiment 
being  stationed  a  few  miles  above  Sutherland  Station. 

On  the  1st  of  May  the  march  toward  Washington  was  begun,  and 
on  the  12th  the  final  camp  was  pitched  on  Arlington  flights.  The 
regiment  took  part  in  the  grand  review  at  Washington,  and  on  the 
17th  of  June  received  a  transfer  of  274  men  from  the  Thirty-ninth, 
which  had  been  mustered  out.    The  Thirty-second  were  mustered 
out  the  28th,  started  for  Massachusetts  the  following  day,  and 
reached  Boston  at  noon  of  July  1.    Colonel  Edmunds  at  once  fur- 
lougrhed  his  command  till  the  6th,  when  it  reassembled  at  Gallop's 
Island  in  Boston  Harbor,  where  the  men  were  promptly  paid  off,  and 
on  the  11th  the  Thirty -second  Regiment  was  disbanded.    In  its 
three  years  of  service  in  the  field  it  had  taken  part  in  30  battles, 
the  names  of  which  it  was  instructed  to  inscribe  on  its  banners. 
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THE  Thirty-third  Regiment  was  organized  at  Camp  Edwin  M. 
Stanton,  Lynnfield,  under  the  order  of  Governor  Andrew 
dated  May  29,  1862,  for  30  companies  of  infantry  for  three 
years  and  one  light  battery  for  six  months.  All  of  these  troops 
save  the  ten  companies  which  at  Worcester  formed  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Regiment  gathered  at  Camp  Stanton,  to  the  command  of 
which  Alberto  C.  Maggi,  formerly  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Regiment,  was  assigned.  Recruiting  went  forward  slowly, 
however,  till  the  call  of  the  president  for  300,000  additional  volun- 
teers in  July,  when  the  camp  was  made  a  general  rendezvous  for 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  state,  and  the  ranks  of  the  Thirty-third 
were  rapidly  filled.  It  was  made  a  12-company  organization,  and 
on  the  14th  of  August  left  for  the  front  with  this  list  of  officers  and 
something  over  1,200  men: — 

Colonel,  Alberto  C.  Maggi  of  New  Bedford ;  lieutenant  colonel, 
Adin  B.  Underwood  of  Newton;  major,  James  L.  Bates  of  Weymouth; 
surgeon,  Orin  Warren  of  West  Newbury;  assistant  surgeons,  William 
S.  Brown  of  Boston  and  Daniel  P.  Gage  of  Lowell;  chaplain,  Daniel 
Foster;  adjutant,  Albion  W.  Tebbetts ;  quartermaster,  William  E. 
Richardson,  all  of  Boston;  sergeant  major,  Harry  Meserve  of  Lowell; 
quartermaster  sergeant,  J.  E.  Houghton;  commissary  sergeant,  Charles 
B.  Walker,  both  of  Boston;  hospital  steward,  E.  F.  Kit t ridge  of  Low- 
ell; principal  musician,  L.  K.  Pickering  of  Sharon;  leader  of  band, 
Israel  Smith  of  New  Bedford. 

Company  A,  Lowell  —  Captain,  James  Farson  ;  first  lieutenant, 
Caleb  Philbrick;  second  lieutenant,  George  W.  Rose. 

Company  B — Captain,  James  Brown;  first  lieutenant,  Edward  J. 
Vose.  both  of  Taunton;  second  lieutenant,  George  F.  Adams  of  Bel- 
mont. 

Company  C — Captain,  Thomas  B.  Rand;  first  lieutenant,  Cyrus  E. 
Graves;  second  lieutenant,  Henry  W.  Gore,  all  of  Boston. 

Company  D — Captain,  Godfrey  Ryder,  Jr.,  of  Provincetown:  first 
lieutenant,  James  V.  Rowe  of  Stoneham;  second  lieutenant,  Naaman 
H.  Turner  of  Reading. 
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Company  E — Captain,  William  H.  H.  Hinds  of  Groton;  first  lien- 
tenant,  James  W.  George  of  Brighton;  second  lieutenant,  George  M. 
Walker  of  Newton. 

Company  F — Captain,  William  H.  Lamson;  first  lieutenant,  D. 
Moody  Prcscott,  both  of  Lowell;  second  lieutenant,  Caleb  Blood  of 
Boston. 

Company  G,  Lowell— Captain,  Charles  E.  Jones;  first  lieutenant, 
Baldwin  T.  Peabody;  second  lieutenant.  Joseph  1*.  Thompson. 

Company  H — Captain,  Edward  B.  Blasland;  first  lieute  nant.  William 
P.  Madge,  both  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  J.  Henry  Williams  of 
Lynn. 

Company  I — Captain,  Elisha  Doane;  first  lieutenant,  James  F.  Chip- 
man:  second  lieutenant,  Charles  H.  Nye,  all  of  New  Bedford, 

Company  K  —  Captain,  B.  Frank  Rogers;  first  lieutenant,  Charles 
F.  Richards,  both  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Lebbeus  H.  Mitchell 
of  Cambridge. 

The  two  companies  not  designated  in  the  above  roster  formed  part 
of  the  command  till  late  in  November,  when  they  were  transferred 
to  the  Forty-first  Massachusetts  Regiment,  forming  Companies  I 
and  K  of  that  organization.    The  brass-band  which  accompanied 
the  Thirty-third,  and  which  attained  to  considerable  renown  in  the 
army,  was  made  up  of  enlisted  members  of  the  regiment,  the  gov- 
ernment no  longer  furnishing  regimental  bands.    With  the  excep- 
tion of  a  steamer  ride  from  Norwich,  Ct.,  to  Jersey  City,  the  trip  to 
Washington  was  made  by  rail.    Philadelphia  was  reached  at  mid- 
night, but  the  hospitality  of  that  remarkable  city  was  equal  to  the 
occasion,  and  the  Massachusetts  boys  found  a  warm  welcome  and  a 
hearty  repast  awaiting  them.    Baltimore  was  reached  during  the 
forenoon  of  the  lGth,  and  as  his  command  debarked  from  the  cars 
Colonel  Maggi  ordered  the  muskets  loaded,  and  instructed  the  mem- 
bers as  to  their  duties  in  case  of  hostile  demonstrations;  but  no 
nolestation  was  offered  as  the  column  marched  across  the  city  to 
ake  the  cars  for  Washington.    The  capital  was  reached  in  the  early 
veninir,  and  after  visiting  the  Soldiers'  Rest  and  making  the  ae- 
uaintunce  of  army  rations,  the  soldier  boys  were  quartered  for  the 
iuht  in  a  shed  with  a  quantity  of  well-worn  straw  for  bedding. 
The  first  encampment  of  the  regiment  was  near  Hunter's  Chapel 
n  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac,  but  this  was  quitted  on  the 
1th  and  the  command  marched  to  Alexandria  where  some  three 
eeks  passed  in  patrol  and  guard  duty.    It  was  ordered  on  the  13th 
September  to  join  General  drover's  Division  in  camp  near  Fair- 
x  Seminary,  but  two  days  later  returned  to  Alexandria.    On  the 
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10th  of  October  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Fairfax  Court  House, 
where  it  was  brigaded  with  the  Seventy-third  Ohio,  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty-fourth  and  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-sixth  New  York, 
forming  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Corps. 
Colonel  Orlando  Smith  of  the  Seventy-third  commanded  the  brigade, 
General  Steinwehr  the  division  and  General  Sigel  the  corps,  of  which 
the  Thirty-third  was  the  only  Massachusetts  regiment.  Meantime 
Major  Bates  had  been  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Twelfth  Regi- 
ment and  the  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  promotion  of  Captain  Brown 
from  November  29. 

The  brigade  left  camp  on  the  2d  of  November  and  moved  toward 
Thoroughfare  Gap,  where  the  enemy  was  reported  to  be  in  force. 
Various  movements  followed  until  the  10th,  when  in  a  heavy  snow 
storm  the  regiment  arrived  near  Warrcnton  and  was  ordered  back 
to  camp,  but  a  subsequent  dispatch  directed  the  force  again  to  the 
Gap,  which  was  reached  that  night,  and  there  the  regiment  bivou- 
acked until  the  lGth.  A  rumor  then  came  of  the  presence  of  the 
enemy  at  White  Plains  and  the  Thirty-third  were  ordered  on  a  recon- 
naissance thither.  After  a  few  days  there  the  column  was  ordered 
back  to  camp,  which  was  reached  on  the  22d,  the  men  very  weary, 
wet  and  uncomfortable  from  several  days  of  storm. 

General  Sigel's  Corps  began  its  march  toward  Fredericksburg  on 
the  10th  of  December,  the  roads  being  in  a  terrible  condition,  the 
men  meagerly  supplied  with  food,  and  ill  prepared  for  the  journey. 
The  vicinity  of  the  Rappahannock  was  reached  on  the  17th,  two 
days  after  the  close  of  the  disastrous  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  the 
regiment  going  into  winter  quarters  with  the  rest  of  the  army.  It 
had  its  share  in  the  dismal  experiences  of  Burnside's  Mud  March 
and  on  the  5th  of  February,  1863,  the  corps  moved  to  Brooks  Sta- 
tion near  Stafford  Court  House  where  it  went  into  more  permanent 
quarters.  These  were  occupied  until  the  opening  of  the  Chancel- 
lorsvillc  campaign. 

On  the  1st  of  April  Colonel  Maggi  and  Surgeon  Warren  resigned 
as  had  Assistant  Surgeon  Gage  some  weeks  before,  and  soon  after- 
ward Major  Brown  followed  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Brown  left  to 
become  surgeon  of  the  Fifty-fiflh  Regiment.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Underwood  was  made  colonel,  Captain  Ryder  became  lieutenant 
colonel,  Captain  Lamson  was  commissioned  major,  Joseph  W.  Hast- 
ings of  Warren  was  surgeon  and  Murdock  McGregor  of  Boston  as- 
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sistant  surgeon,  and  Lieutenant  Mudge  had  become  adjutant.  The 
brigade,  in  which  the  Fifty-fifth  Ohio  had  taken  the  place  of  the 
I       One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth  New  York,  was  at  this  time  com- 
manded by  General  Francis  C.  Barlow. 
I  The  Eleventh  Corps,  accompanying  the  Twelfth,  left  camp  on  the 

27th  of  April  to  open  the  Chancellorsville  campaign.    The  Rappa- 
hannock was  crossed  at  Kelly's  Ford  on  the  evening  of  the  -8th, 
the  Rapidan  at  Germania  Ford  the  next  day  and  the  1st  of  May 
•found  Hooker's  line  established,  Barlow's  Brigade  being  the  reserve 
I      of  the  Eleventh  Corps  on  the  extreme  Union  right.    In  the  terrible 
disaster  to  the  corps  on  the  following  afternoon  the  Thirty-third  did 
not  share.    Early  in  the  day  General  Sickles  with  a  strong  force 
had  moved  to  the  southward  to  engage  a  column  of  the  enemy  which 
was  supposed  to  be  retreating,  and  Barlow's  Brigade  was  sent  out 
in  support  of  this  movement.    While  it  was  absent  the  blow  fell, 
and  for  a  time  the  force  under  Sickles  was  in  imminent  danger  of 
being  cut  off  and  destroyed;  but  it  was  extricated  and  in  the  even- 
ing General  Barlow's  command  came  into  position  in  time  to  assist 
in  checking  the  Confederate  triumph,  though  the  regiment  lost  the 
knapsacks  and  other  property  which  had  been  left  behind  when  it 
started  out  early  in  the  day.    Otherwise  the  regimental  loss  in  this 
its  first  battle  was  slight,  being  five  wounded  and  two  missing,  and 
as  the  Eleventh  Corps,  or  what  was  left  of  it,  was  then  moved  to 
the  extreme  left  of  the  Union  lines  and  placed  in  a  strong  position, 
it  was  not  further  engaged.    With  the  rest  of  the  army  it  recrosscd 
the  river  and  returned  to  the  old  camp. 
|       The  Thirty-third  was  one  of  the  regiments  detailed  to  support 
General  Plcasonton's  cavalry  at  the  battle  of  Beverly  Ford,  Brandy 
l  Station  or  Fleetwood,  as  the  little  engagement  of  the  9th  of  June 
is  variously  called ;  500  picked  men  from  each  corps  of  the  Army 
I  of  the  Potomac  were  selected  as  infantry  support  on  this  occasion, 
and  it  is  worthy  of  mention  that  the  Thirty-third  Regiment  from 
I  the  Eleventh  Corps  and  the  Second  Massachusetts  from  the  Twelfth 
Corps,  in  each  case  the  only  Massachusetts  troops  in  the  command, 
were  assigned  to  this  responsible  duty.    The  regiment  left  camp 
fTi  the  afternoon  of  the  Gth, marched  all  night,  halted  at  Spotted 
Tavern  for  breakfast  and  a  brief  rest,  then  on  again  to  Bealcton 
-^tution  which  was  reached  that  evening  at  7  o'clock  ;  a  march  of  41 
tiilcs  in  26  hours. 
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The  Rappahannock  was  forded  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  but 
beyond  some  skirmishing,  losing  three  men  wounded,  the  Thirty- 
third  were  not  engaged  in  the  sharp  tight  that  ensued.  The  hostile 
cavalry  having  been  driven  out  of  sight,  the  regiment  recrossed  the 
river,  forming  the  rear  guard,  returned  to  Bealeton  Station,  marched 
to  Rappahannock  Station  and  back  to  Bealeton,  moving  thence  to 
Catlett's  Station  where  it  was  joined  by  the  rest  of  the  corps,  then 
on  its  march  northward. 

The  Gettysburg  campaign  had  begun,  and  in  the  marching  and  * 
maneuvering  of  the  memorable  weeks  which  followed  the  Thirty- 
third  bore  their  share  of  toil  and  hardship.    The  morning  of  July 
1  found  the  Eleventh  Corps  at  Emmittsburg,  some  10  miles  from 
Gettysburg,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  battle  General  Howard,  who 
had  succeeded  Sigel  as  corps  commander  just  before  the  battle  of 
Chancellorsville,  hurried  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.    On  reach- 
ing the  field  he  detached  Steinwehr's  Division  of  two  small  brigades 
with  his  reserve  artillery  as  a  reserve  force  at  Cemetery  Hill  some 
two  miles  from  the  scene  of  the  fight.    The  Thirty-third  Regiment 
formed  the  extreme  left  of  this  reserve  force,  being  posted  near  the 
junction  of  the  Taneytown  road  and  the  Baltimore  pike,  just  in 
front  of  the  Cemetery.    Later  in  the  day  the  First  Brigade,  Colonel 
Coster,  was  sent  forward  to  join  the  fight,  leaving  the  Second  Bri- 
gade as  the  only  reserve  on  which  to  rally  the  broken  remnants  of 
the  First  and  the  Eleventh  Corps.    General  Barlow  having  taken 
temporary  command  of  a  division  and  been  wounded,  the  command 
of  the  brigade  again  devolved  upon  Colonel  Smith  of  the  Seventy- 
third  Ohio. 

During  the  2d  of  July  the  regiment  lay  in  support  of  Union 
batteries  on  Cemetery  Hill  and  that  evening  when  the  fierce  at- 
tack of  the  Louisiana  Tigers  was  made  further  to  the  east.  Colonel 
Underwood  directed  an  oblique  fire  upon  the  assailants  which  was 
especially  effective.  During  that  day  and  the  following  the  regi- 
ment was  almost  constantly  under  heavy  artillery  fire,  suffering  a 
loss  of  seven  men  killed  and  38  wounded. 

Moving  southward  from  Gettysburg  after  the  retreat  of  Lee's 
army,  the  Thirty-third  found  themselves  on  the  12th  of  July  at 
Hagerstown  confronting  the  enemy,  but  when  on  the  morning  of 
the  14th  the  Union  lines  were  advanced  in  order  of  battle  they 
found  no  antagonists  and  the  Eleventh  Corps  with  the  rest  of  the 
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army  moved  down  the  Potomac  and  crossed  into  Virginia.  Gen- 
eral Howard  with  his  command  was  then  detached  to  guard  the 
railroad  from  Alexandria  by  which  the  supplies  for  General  Meade's 
army  were  transported  and  about  the  1st  of  August  the  Thirty-third 
were  posted  near  Catlett's  Station,  between  which  and  Bristoe  Sta- 
tion its  time  was  divided  till  September  25.  During  this  time 
.Second  Lieutenant  Arthur  C.  Parker  of  Boston  was  murdered  bv 

• 

bushwhackers.    The  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps  were  now  placed 
under  command  of  General  Hooker,  detached  from  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  and  sent  into  Tennessee  to  co-operate  with  the  A  rmy 
of  the  Cumberland.    The  journey  of  1,400  miles  was  made  in  five 
days  and  nights  of  continuous  travel,  principally  by  rail,  and  on  the 
1st  of  October  the  regiment  reached  Bridgeport,  Ala.    There  and 
at  Stevenson  the  time  was  passed  until  the  morning  of  the  27th, 
when  Steinwehr's  Division,  Smith's  Brigade  leading,  began  the  ad- 
vance toward  Chattanooga. 

The  enemy  were  encountered  on  the  28th  and  there  was  some 
skirmishing  in  which  the  regiment  lost  one  sergeant,  killed,  but  the 
foe  was  driven  back  and  the  Union  troops  encamped  near  Brown's 
Ferry  in  Lookout  Valley.    At  midnight  the  camp  was  alarmed  and 
the  regiment  was  called  from  slumber  to  the  most  desperate  light 
in  its  history.    The  Confederates  under  cover  of  darkness  had  at- 
tacked the  camp  of  Geary's  Division  of  the  Twelfth  Corps,  in  the 
rear  of  Steinwehr,  and  the  latter  was  ordered  back  to  the  assistance 
of  the  imperiled  division.    It  was  found, 'among  other  positions 
taken,  that  the  enemy  had  fortified  a  hill  some  200  feet  in  bight,  so 
abrupt  and  difiieult  that  its  ascent  was  almost  impossible  by  day- 
light.    Colonel  Smith  was  ordered  by  General  Hooker  to  undertake 
in  the  thick  darkness  of  the  night  the  terrible  task  of  storming  the 
hill  and  driving  out  the  enemy.    For  this  desperate  work  the  bri- 
jr;ide  commander  selected  his  own  regiment  and  the  Thirty-third 
3/assaehusetts,  the  two  numbering  altogether  but  some  400  effective 
men.     At  the  word  of  command  the  lines,  in  the  best  order  possible 
under  the  circumstances,  clambered  up  the  steep  slope,  through  and 
over  the  obstructions,  until  finally  they  stood  facing  the  hostile 
works.     "Don't  (ire  on  vour  friends !"  said  some  one  through  the 
darkness;  and  the  men  of  the  Thirty-third,  deceived,  were  led  to 
irive  their  regimental  number.    The  response  was  a  terrible  volley 
delivered  almost  in  their  faces,  which  killed  or  wounded  nearly  one- 
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half  their  number  and  the  rest,  temporarily  stunned  and  shocked, 
retreated  to  the  foot  of  the  hill.  Adjutant  Mudge  fell  dead  at  the 
fire,  Colonel  Underwood,  with  a  terribly  shattered  thigh,  had  fallen, 
fatally  wounded  it  was  supposed, close  to  the  hostile  works, and  among 
the  dead  lay  many  of  the  regiment's  bravest  and  best;  but  the  sur- 
vivors were  only  momentarily  repulsed.  As  soon  as  possible  the 
shattered  line  was  reformed  and  then,  knowing  what  was  before 
them,  the  undaunted  men  climbed  once  more  the  deadly  steep  ;  this 
time  it  was  the  silent  bayonet  which  did  the  work.  Up  to,  over  and 
into  the  intrenchments  the  Boys  in  Blue  went  resistlessly  ;  the  enemy 
were  driven  from  their  works,  broken  and  demoralized;  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  waved  in  triumph.  The  civil  war  saw  no  more  heroic 
charge  than  this.  The  men  of  the  Thirty-third  had  captured  a 
position  defended  by  a  superior  force  which  according  to  all  military 
science  should  have  been  impregnable  against  many  times  the  num- 
ber of  the  defenders.  Most  of  the  enemy  escaped,  but  a  hundred 
remained  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  victors.  The  success  had 
been  won  at  great  cost;  besides  Adjutant  Mudge,  Second  Lieu- 
tenants Joseph  P.  Burrage  of  Cambridge,  James  Hill, of  Danvers 
and  Oswego  Jones  of  Fall  River  were  killed  and  four  other  officers 
wounded;  24  enlisted  men  were  killed,  53  wounded  and  one  miss- 
ing, making  a  total  loss  of  86  within  those  few  dreadful  moments. 
Colonel  Underwood  finally  recovered,  though  seriously  crippled  for 
life,  and  in  recognition  of  his  gallantry  on  this  occasion  received, 
by  speeial  request  of  General  Hooker,  a  commission  as  brigadier 
general  dating  from  the  6th  of  November. 

Following  the  battle  of  Wauhatchie  the  regiment  camped  for  a 
few  days  near  the  scene  of  the  conflict,  after  which  it  moved  up  the 
valley  toward  Chattanooga,  having  taken  part  in  Hookers  "  Battle 
above  the  Clouds"  and  the  assault  on  Missionary  Ridge,  November 
2o,  losing  in  the  latter  engagement  five  wounded  and  missing.  Pur- 
suing Bragg' s  routed  army  as  far  as  Red  Clay,  the  regiment  paused 
there  to  destroy  the  railroad,  and  then  turning  northward  formed 
a  part  of  General  Sherman's  expedition  for  the  relief  of  Burnside 
at  Knoxville.  Before  the  latter  place  was  reached  Longstreet  had 
raised  the  siege  and  Sherman  returned  to  Chattanooga,  the  men  of 
the  Thirtv-third  sufferimr  not  a  little  during  the  three  weeks  occu- 
pied  by  the  inarch,  as  they  were  without  knapsacks  or  blankets, 
which  they  had  left  behind  in  the  charge  on  Missionary  Ridge.  On 
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the  18th  of  December  they  again  entered  Lookout  Valley,  thoroughly 
exhausted  bodily, hut  in  high  spirits  over  the  complete  success  of  their 
recent  campaign,  and  proceeded  to  build  comfortable  winter  quarters. 

The  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps  were  consolidated  on  the  14th 
of  April,  1864,  to  form  the  Twentieth,  and  under  this  arrangement 
theThirtv-third  Reiriment, commanded  bv  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rvder. 
formed  a  part  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division.  Major  Oen- 
eral  Uutterficld  commanded  the  division  and  Colonel  James  Wood, 
Jr.,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-sixth  New  York  the  brigade. 

The  chaplain's  services  on  Sunday,  the  1st  of  May,  were  inter- 
rupted by  the  receipt  of  marching  orders  for  the  next  morning,  in 
accordance  with  which  the  comfortable  camp  was  left  behind  and 
the  regiment  turned  its  steps  southward.    In  a  few  days  the  enemy 
was  found  in  force  at  Rocky  Face  Ridge  in  defense  of  Dalton,  and 
on  the  9th  the  brigade  was  detached  and  sent  to  Mill  Creek  CJap 
where  it  formed  line  of  battle,  with  two  companies  of  the  Thirty- 
third  :is  skirmishers ;  but  the  movement  proved  only  a  feint,  and 
after  the  exchange  of  a  few  shots  the  command  returned  to  its 
former  position.    On  the  11th  the  advance  was  resumed  by  way  of 
Snake  Creek  Gap,  the  Confederates  being  found  in  a  strong  position 
near  Resaca. 

In  the  battle  of  Resaca,  which  occurred  on  the  15th,  the  regiment 
took  an  important  part.    The  position  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  was 
at  the  left  of  the  Union  line  and  Rutterficld's  Division,  supported 
by  the  others,  led  the  advance.    The  Third  Brigade  had  the  right 
of  the  division,  being  formed  in  echelon,  the  Thirty-third  being  the 
second  regiment  from  the  right.    After  getting  into  position,  which 
was  a  matter  of  much  difficulty  owing  to  the  unfavorable  nature  of 
the  ground,  the  charge  was  ordered  and  the  whole  line  went  forward 
at  the  double-quick,  driving  the  enemy  back  at  every  point;  the 
Thirty -third  charged  and  captured  three  hills  in  succession,  but 
their  triumph  cost  heavily.    First  Lieutenants  Henry  J.  Parker  of 
Townsend  and  Edgar  L.  Rumpus  of  Braintrec  were  killed,  with  17 
enlisted  men,  and  63  were  wounded,  a  total  loss  of  82. 

It  was  found  next  morning  that  the  enemy  had  retreated  during 
the  night  and  pursuit  was  made  till  Cassville  was  reached,  where  he 
was  si  "ruin  found  in  force  and  skirmishing'  ensued  from  the  10th  to 
lie  22d,  the  regiment  losing  one  killed  and  two  wounded.  Three 
lay  s'  rest  followed,  then  another  advance,  and  on  the  2oth  the  Third 
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Division  was  ordered  to  the  support  of  the  Second,  already  engaged 
near  Dallas.  The  Thirty-third  at  once  took  part,  charging  the  Con- 
federate works  and  driving  the  enemy  to  their  inner  line,  when 
darkness  and  a  severe  storm  put  an  end  to  the  fight.  In  this  en- 
gagement the  regiment  lost  ten  killed,  43  wounded  and  four  missing. 
Its  next  skirmish  was  in  front  of  Kenesaw  Mountain,  in  which  it 
lost  four  wounded.  On  the  22d  of  June  it  was  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers and  advanced  against  the  enemy's  outposts  taking  posses- 
sion of  a  desirable  hill.  The  movement  was  sharply  contested  and 
the  loss  to  the  regiment,  which  received  much  praise  for  its  part  in 
the  affair,  was  eiirht  killed  and  18  wounded. 

Some  days  later  the  Confederates  again  retreated  and  on  the  3d 
of  July  the  advance  was  resumed,  a  few  miles  being  made  each  day 
till  the  b'th,  when  camp  was  made  near  the  Chattahoochee.  Some 
days  later  the  regiment.,  being  now  reduced  to  little  more  than 
a  handful  of  effective  men,  was  detailed  as  train  guard,  in  which 
duty  it  served  during  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  having  no  further  active 
part  in  the  operations  against  that  stronghold.  On  the  27th  of 
August  it  was  relieved  and  reported  for  duty  at  the  fords  and  bridges 
of  the  Chattahoochoe,  remaining  there  till  the  5th  of  September. 
It  was  then  sent  to  report  to  General'  Slocum  in  Atlanta  and  was 
detailed  to  guard  prisoners  in  the  city,  but  after  a  few  days  of  this 
duty  it  reported  to  Colonel  Cogswell,  post  commandant,  for  provost 
duty,  in  which  it  continued  until  the  beginning  of  the  march  to  the 
sea.  During  this  time  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ryder  resigned.  Major 
Doane  was  promoted  to  the  vacancy  and  took  command  of  the  regi- 
ment. Captain  Tebbetts  being  made  major. 

Atlanta  was  evacuated  by  the  main  body  of  Sherman's  army  on 
the  loth  of  November,  and  the  following  day  the  provost  guard 
under  Colonel  Cogswell  followed,  the  Thirty-third  forming  the  rear 
guard  and  thus  being  the  last  regiment  to  leave  the  city.  The 
Twentieth  Corps  followed  the  railroad  toward  Augusta,  destroying 
it  as  thev  went,  hut  leaving  it  at  Covinirton  and  marchimr  bv  wav 
of  Katonton  reached  Milledgeville  on  the  2od,  where  the  regiment 
rejoined  its  brigade.  Thence  an  eastward  course  was  taken  through 
Davisboro  and  Louisville  toward  Millen,  from  which  the  Union 
prisoners  of  war  were  hurriedly  removed.  This  point  was  reached 
on  the  3d  of  December,  when  the  column  turned  southward  and  for 
a  week  marched  through  the  rice  swamps  of  Georgia.    It  was  a 
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strange  march,  with  scarcely  a  house  to  be  seen  and  everywhere  the 
vast  level  of  the  country,  marsh v,  almost  impenetrable,  covered 
with  endless  pine  forests,  yet  in  every  direction  filled  with  vast  mov- 
ing bodies  of  men,  horses,  wagons,  artillery  and  all  the  belongings 
of  a  great  army. 

On  the  10th  of  December  the  outposts  at  Savannah  were  reached 
and  the  weary  army  halted.    During  the  long  march  through  the 
heart  of  the  Confederacy  there  had  been  but  one  dav  of  rest  and 
not  more  than  two  or  three  days  had  marked  less  than  ten  miles  of 
advanee,  and  in  addition  to  the  march  proper  there  had  been  the 
ceaseless  destruction  and  devastation,  and  the  necessity  for  constant 
foraging  to  supply  the  army.    On  the  night  of  the  20th  General 
Hardee  evacuated  Savannah  and  the  following  morning  it  was  oc- 
cupied by  the  Union  army.    New-year's  day,  18<>f>,  was  selected  for 
a  review  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  in  the  city  and  the  following  morn- 
ing the  regiment  was  ferried  across  the  Savannah  river  on  the 
steamer  Planter,  which  had  just  been  captured  from  the  Confeder- 
ates, and  landed  four  miles  below  on  the  South  Carolina  side.  The 
next  day  it  marched  12  miles  to  Cheeves  Farm  on  New  river,  Beau- 
fort district,  where  it  went  into  camp. 

The  initial  northward  movement  was  made  on  the  lb'th,  simul- 
taneously with  the  coining  of  winter  rains,  when  one  day's  inareli 
took  the  regiment  to  Hardeeville  where  it  remained  till  the  21Mh, 
and  with  the  coming  of  February  began  in  earnest  the  march  of 
Sherman's  army  through  the  Carolinas.    Some  changes  in  com- 
mumlers  had  taken  place,  the  division  being  at  the  time  under  General 
W.  T.  Ward,  and  Colonel  Cogswell  of  the  Second  Massachusetts 
eoiuraanding  the  Third  Biigade,  to  which  the  Twentieth  Connecticut 
;uul  the  Twenty-sixth  Wisconsin  Kegiments  had  been  added.  All 
through  the  month  of  February  the  destroying  columns  moved 
steadily  northward,  the  Thirty-third  passing  Columbia  on  the  17th 
;md  at  the  close  of  the  month  reaching  the  North  Carolina  line. 
The  12th  of  March  was  spent  in  camp  near  Fayetteville  and  on 
lie  lfith  the  regiment  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Averysboro,  losing 
>ne  killed  and  ten  wounded. 

The  battle  of  Bentonville  came  three  days  later,  and  early  in  the 
fternoon  the  Third  Division  reached  the  field,  taking  a  position  in 
npport  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  which  had  begun  the  light.  Soon 
if  erward,  however,  Colonel  Cogswell's  Brigade  was  moved  to  the 
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front  to  fill  a  gap  in  the  line,  the  Thirty-third  with  two  compa- 
nies as  skirmishers  being  placed  to  cover  the  right  flank.  Here 
several  attacks  were  received  and  repulsed,  General  Johnston  mak- 
ing desperate  efforts  with  his  entire  force  to  overwhelm  the  two 
isolated  corps  of  the  Union  army  before  the  others  could  arrive  to 
their  support.  In  this  fight  the  Thirty-third  captured  about  30 
prisoners  and  the  battle  flag  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Tennessee  Regi- 
ment, its  own  loss  being  but  five  men  wounded.  Night  ended  the 
fighting  and  next  morning  the  brigade  rejoined  its  division  on  the 
left,  extending  the  linos  in  that  direction  and  fortifying.  On  the 
morning  of  the  22d  the  Thirty-third  accompanied  by  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Wisconsin  went  on  an  expedition  to  feel  for  the  right  of  the 
enemy's  line,  having  found  which  and  exchanged  a  few  shots,  it  re- 
turned with  the  loss  of  one  man  killed. 

The  next  day,  Johnston  having  retired,  the  Union  army  advanced 
to  Goldsboro  where  it  was  reviewed  by  General  Sherman  and  went 
into  camp,  having  joined  forces  with  General  Schoficld,  thus  open- 
ing communication  with  the  base  of  supplies  which  the  latter  had 
established  at  Kinston.  Resting  for  a  few  days  while  his  army  was 
being  supplied  and  clothed,  General  Sherman  prepared  on  the  10th 
of  April  to  move  upon  Raleigh  and  on  the  12th  at  Smithfield  re- 
ceived the  news  of  Lee's  surrender.  Raleigh  was  reached  next  day 
by  soldiers  who  had  never  before  marched  with  so  light  hearts  and 
so  strong  limbs,  and  there  the  advance  halted.  General  Johnston, 
seeing  the  hopelessness  of  prolonging  the  struggle,  opened  negotia- 
tions for  a  surrender,  which  was  finally  consummated  on  the  24th. 
The  camps  about  Raleigh  were  vacated  on  the  30th  and  on  the  9th 
of  May  the  army  encamped  within  three  miles  of  Richmond.  Rest- 
ing there  for  two  days  it  resumed  the  journey  toward  Washington, 
reaching  Alexandria  on  the  19th.  On  the  24th  General  Sherman's 
army  was  reviewed  in  Washington  and  immediate  preparations  for 
the  muster  out  of  the  various  regiments  being  made,  the  Thirty-third 
took  cars  for  Massachusetts,  Sunday,  June  11,  reaching  Boston  on 
Tuesday,  where  they  received  an  enthusiastic  reception  and  a  ban- 
quet at  Faneuil  Hall,  after  which  cars  were  taken  for  Readville. 
While  the  final  papers  were  being  prepared  the  men  were  furloughed 
to  their  homes,  reassembling  on  the  2d  of  July  when  they  were 
paid,  discharged,  and  the  Thirty-third  Regiment,  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  ceased  to  exist. 
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HE  Thirty-fourth  Regiment  was  provided  for  by  Governor 


Andrew's  order  of  the  29th  of  May,  1862,  which  directed 


M     that  10  of  the  30  companies  called  for  should  be  raised  in 
the  five  western  counties  of  the  state,  forming  a  regiment,  to  en- 
camp on  the  Agricultural  Grounds  at  Worcester.    The  camp  was 
named  in  honor  of  General  John  E.  Wool  of  the  United  States 
Army,  and  William  S.  Lincoln  of  Worcester,  with  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  was  placed  in  charge.    The  first  recruits  arrived  on 
the  13th  of  June,  and  from  that  time  steadily  increased  in  number. 
The  call  of  early  July  for  several  additional  regiments  made  the 
camp  a  rendezvous  for  numerous  Western  Massachusetts  detach- 
ments, but  the  progress  of  the*  Thirty-fourth  was  steady,  the  enlisted 
men  being  mustered  at  different  dates  but  principally  on  the  13th  and 
31st  of  July,  with  a  few  additions  early  in  August.    Most  of  the  offi- 
cers' commissions  bore  date  of  August  6,  and  the  roster  follows : — 

Colonel,  George  D.  Wells  of  Boston;  lieutenant  colonel,  William  8. 
Lincoln  of  Worcester;  major,  Henry  Bowman  of  Clinton;  adjutant, 
Samuel  F.  Woods  of  Worcester;  quartermaster,  Charles  H.  Howland 
of  Plymouth;  surgeon,  Rouse  R.  Clarke  of  Northbridge ;  assistant 
surgeons,  William  Thorndike  of  Beverly  and  Cyrus  B.  Smith  of 
Gran  by;  chaplain,  Edward  B.  Fairchild  of  Sterling;  sergeant  major, 
Charles  B.  Cutler;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Charles  P.  Trumbull,  both 
of  Worcester;  commissary  sergeant,  George  W.  Marsli  of  Leominster; 
hospital  steward,  James  P.  Fairbanks  of  Pittsfield;  principal  musician, 
Thomas  P.  Griffin  of  Leicester. 

Company  A — Captain,  Harrison  W.  Pratt;  first  lieutenant,  John  A. 
Lovell,  both  of  Worcester;  second  lieutenant,  Robert  W.  Walker  of 


Company  B — Captain,  Andrew  Potter  ;  first  lieutenant,  Lafayette 
Butler,  both  of  Pittsfield;  second  lieutenant,  William  L.  Cobb  of 
Lancaster. 

Company  C — Captain,  Alonzo  D.  Pratt  of  West  Boylston;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Frank  T.  Leach  of  Korthboro;  second  lieutenant,  Henry  Bacon 
of  Worcester. 
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Company  D — Captain,  George  W.  Thompson  of  Springfield;  first 
lieutenant,  James  W.  Smith  of  Hadley;  second  lieutenant,  J.  Austin 
Lyman  of  Springfield. 

Company  E— Captain,  William  B.  Bacon  of  Worcester;  first  lieu- 
tenant, George  Macomber  of  Oakham;  second  lieutenant,  Levi  Lin- 
coln, Jr.,  of  Worcester. 

Company  F — Captain,  Charles  L.  Chandler  of  Brookline;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Charles  W.  Ehvell;  second  lieutenant,  Thomas  W.  Ripley,  both 
of  Greenfield. 

Company  O  —  Captain,  Dexter  F.  Parker  of  Worcester;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Chauncey  11*  Chauncey  of  Northampton  ;  second  lieutenant, 
Jerre  Horton  of  Westfield. 

Company  H— Captain,  Henry  P.  Fox;  first  lieutenant,  Albert  C. 
Walker,  both  of  Worcester;  second  lieutenant,  Malcolm  Ammidon  of 
South  bridge. 

Company  I — Captain,  Daniel  llolden  of  Ware  ;  first  lieutenant. 
Alexis  C.  Soley  of  Worcester;  second  lieutenant,  George  E.  Goodrich 
of  Fitch  burg. 

Company  K — Captain,  William  II.  Cooley;  first  lieutenant,  Lyman 
W.  Van  Loan;  second  lieutenant,  Samuel  H.  Piatt,  all  of  Pittsfield. 

Colonel  Wells  was  promoted  from  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  First 
Massachusetts  Regiment,  and  Major  Bowman  from  a  captaincy  in 
the  Fifteenth ;  but  the  latter,  having  been  captured  and  paroled,  only 
accompanied  the  regiment  to  Washington,  and  a  few  days  later  when 
exchanged  he  was  made  colonel  of  the  Thirty-sixth,  when  Captain 
Harrison  Wr.  Pratt  became  major  of  the  Thirty-fourth. 

A  national  flag  was  presented  to  the  regiment  on  the  12th  of 
August  by  the  ladies  of  Worcester,  Alexander  II.  Bullock  making 
the  address,  and  the  command  was  directed  to  start  for  Washington 
the  next  day;  but  it  was  not  till  the  15th,  after  the  men  had  been 
armed  with  the  Springfield  rifled  musket,  that  Camp  "Wool  was 
finally  quitted.  Going  by  cars  to  Norwich,  steamer  was  taken  to 
Jersey  City,  whence  rail  was  resumed  to  Washington  direct,  the 
regiment  passing  through  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  sharing  the 
never-failing  hospitality  of  the  former  and  the  sullen  coldness  of 
the  latter.  Washington  was  reached  in  the  afternoon  of  the  17th 
and  the  command  was  quartered  that  night  at  the  "  Soldiers'  Home," 
whence  it  marched  on  the  following  day  to  its  camp  of  instruction 
near  Hunter's  Chapel,  between.  Arlington  and  Munson's  Hill,  the 
location  being  officially  known  as  Camp  Casey. 

The  camp  was  soon  left,  however,  for  on  the  21st  the  regiment 
was  ordered  to  Alexandria,  to  be  furnished  transportation  to  Cat- 
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lett's  Station  and  join  the  forces  of  General  Banks;  but  though 
Alexandria  was  reached  in  due  time,  the  transportation  was  not 
forthcoming,  and  very  fortunately  for  the  Thirty -fourth,  since  the 
Station  was  raided  by  the  enemy's  cavalry  the  following  night,  and 
the  regiment,  though  well  supplied  with  other  ammunition,  had  not 
a  single  percussion  cap  and  could  not  have  fired  a  shot !  While 
awaiting  definite  disposition  of  his  command.  Colonel  Wells  estab- 
lished "Camp  Worcester,"  some  three  miles  from  Alexandria  on 
the  line  of  the  railroad  and  near  Cloud's  Mills. 

Here  the  Thirty-Fourth  remained  during  the  exciting  events  which 
followed  in  rapid  succession — the  battles  about  Grovcton,  the  arrival 
at  Alexandria  of  the  remains  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  return- 
ing from  the  Peninsula,  the  retirement  of  Pope's  broken  battalions, 
the  restoration  of  McClcllan  to  the  command  of  the  united  armies 
and  his  departure  to  Maryland  in  pursuit  of  the  invading  Confeder- 
ates.   The  latter  event  left  the  regiment  in  the  extreme  front  of  the 
forces  defending  Washington,  and  in  addition  to  several  companies 
daily  detailed  for  duty  in  Alexandria,  and  like  demands  which  had 
been  made  during  its  occupancy  of  Camp  Worcester,  it  was  now 
called  on  for  picket  and  outpost  duty.    The  expectation  of  a  hostile 
movement  in  front  led  to  the  ordering  of  the  regiment  back  of  Fort 
Ellsworth  on  the  9th  of  September,  to  Camp  Slough,  whence  three 
days  later  it  was  moved  a  mile  to  the  front,  reporting  to  General 
Cw rover  near  Fairfax  Seminary,  where  it  joined  the  Thirty-third 
Massachusetts,  Eleventh  New  Jersev  and  One  Hundred  and  Twen- 
tieth  New  York,  all  new  troops,  in  forming  a  brigade,  which  Colonel 
Wells  as  senior  officer  commanded. 

This  had  a  brief  existence.    On  the  l*Uh  the  Thirtv-fourth  were 

* 

ordered  to  the  immediate  vicinitv  of  Fort  Lvon,  Colonel  Wells 
being  made  commandant  of  the  fort  and  its  defenses.  A  permanent 
jamp  was  established,  in  which  the  regiment  remained  for  months 
♦vliile  other  troops  came  and  went.  Much  of  this  time  the  Thirty- 
"ourth  picketed  the  front,  and  in  addition  the  men  worked  to  ex- 
end  and  complete  the  fortifications  in  the  vicinity,  drilling  also  with 
lie  heavy  guns  in  the  fort.  There  was  an  occasional  alarm  from 
lie  incursion  of  some  marauding  band  of  the  enemy,  but  no  hostile 
ljots  were  exchanged. 

The  reirinient  was  not  again  brigaded  till  the  19th  of  January, 
S(j3,  when  it  became  a  part  of  the  command  of  General  Robert  O. 
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Tyler,  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  being  the  First  and  Nine- 
teenth Connecticut  and  the  Fourteenth  Massachusetts.  The  troops 
in  the  Washington  defenses  were  about  this  time  designated  as  the 
Twenty-second  Corps,  General  Heintzclman  commanding.  General 
Tyler  was  relieved  from  this  command  toward  the  close  of  April, 
and  Colonel  Wells  with  his  regiment  had  been  assigned  to  the  gar- 
risoning of  several  forts  and  redoubts  in  the  vicinity  of  the  winter 
quarters,  when  orders  were  received  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  of 
May  to  march  at  once  to  Upton's  Hill,  between  Munson's  and  Min- 
er's Hills,  where  a  month  of  garrison  and  outpost  duty  followed. 

On  the  1st  of  June  the  Thirty-fourth  were  very  unexpectedly 
ordered  to  Washington,  and  on  reporting  to  General  Martindale 
were  assigned  quarters  on  East  Capitol  Street,  only  a  short  distance 
from  the  Capitol;  wooden  barracks  were  occupied,  and  large  details 
were  at  once  sent  out  on  duty  in  different  parts  of  the  city.  This 
detail  continued  for  more  than  a  month,  but  on  the  evening  of  the 
9th  of  July  orders  were  received  and  the  regiment  quitted  the  city 
by  the  Baltimore  Railroad,  proceeding  to  Relay  House  and  thence 
by  rail  to  Sandy  Hook,  opposite  Harper's  Ferry,  and  climbing  to  a 
position  on  Maryland  Hights  became  a  part  of  General  Negley's 
command.  The  Thirty-fourth  with  the  Thirty-ninth  Massachusetts. 
One  Hundred  and  Seventy-third  Pennsylvania  and  two  squadrons 
of  cavalry  were  constituted  a  brigade  under  command  of  Colonel 
Wells,  stationed  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Duncan ;  but  the  Thirty-ninth 
were  detached  to  join  General  Briggs's  Brigade  en  route  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  then  encamped  near  Williamsport. 

For  a  few  days  the  river  divided  the  hostile  forces,  but  on  the 
morning  of  the  15th  the  Thirty  fourth  where  ordered  to  force  the 
passage  of  the  Potomac,  which  was  gallantly  done  by  details  in 
boats,  the  enemy's  skirmishers  being  driven  from  the  southern 
bank ;  after  which  ponton  bridges  were  laid,  the  Union  cavalry 
crossed  and  the  occupation  was  made  permanent,  though  for  some 
days  the  regiment  was  the  only  infantry  force  across  the  river,  and 
was  consequently  severely  taxed  by  the  manifold  duties  of  the  posi- 
tion. During  this  time  General  Negley  was  transferred  and  was 
succeeded  in  the  command  of  the  post  by  General  Lock  wood,  the 
commander  of  the  'k  Potomac  Home  Brigade"  of  Maryland  troops. 
Soon  after,  the  time  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-third  Penn- 
sylvania Regiment  having  expired,  it  left  the  brigade  and  its  place 
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was  taken  bv  the  Ninth  and  Tenth  Maryland  six-months'  regiments. 
On  the  15th  of  October  General  Lockwood  was  relieved  and  Colonel 
Wells  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  post  and  the  brigade. 

The  regiment  saw  its  first  engagement  on  the  18th  of  October. 
Early  that  morning  ImbodenV  cavalry  dashed  upon  the  Federal 
outposts  near  Charlestown,  surprised  and  captured  most  of  the  Ninth 
Maryland  and  pressed  back  the  small  force  of  Union  cavalry.  The 
Thirty-fourth,  in  camp  near  Bolivar,  were  soon  under  arms  and  hur- 
ried to  the  scene.    It  was  found  that  the  enemy  had  begun  to  fall 
hack  along  the  Berryville  pike  and  the  regiment,  under  command 
of  the  lieutenant  colonel,  pursued.    A  running  fight  followed  for 
some  distance,  the  ground  being  favorable  for  frequent  stands  by 
the  retiring  enemy.    As  the  regiment  fought  almost  alone,  and  was 
often  under  severe  fire,  it  was  fortunate  in  escaping  with  a  loss  of 
two  of  the  color  guard  killed  and  eight  men  wounded.    The  enemy 
having  been  driven  some  distance,  the  pursuit  was  abandoned  and 
about  midnight  the  victors  returned  to  camp,  having  marched  36 
miles,  fighting  their  way  for  six  miles.    This  affair  is  variously 
called  the  battle  of  Ripon,  of  Berryville  and  of  Charlestown. 

No  further  movement  of  importance  occurred  till  the  10th  of  De- 
cember, when  a  midwinter  expedition  of  the  brigade  up  the  Valley 
was  begun  in  support  of  the  raid  of  General  Averell's  cavalry 
against  the  salt-works  of  Western  Virginia.    The  Thirty-fourth  led 
the  column,  which  moved  by  way  of  Berryville  and  Winchester  to 
Strasburg,  where  a  halt  was  made  from  the  afternoon  of  the  12th 
to  the  morning  of  the  16th,  most  of  the  time  in  a  cold,  disagreeable 
storm.    During  this  time  the  enemy's  outposts  extended  along  the 
right  bank  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah,  while  the  federal 
force  in  a  very  thin  line  held  the  left.    The  little  column  started 
forward  again  on  the  16th,  and  three  days  of  very  severe  marching 
brought  it  to  Harrisonburg  on  the  evening  of  the  18th.    Bivouac  was 
made,  with  large  fires,  the  cold  being  intense,  when  intelligence  was 
received  that  General  Jubal  A.  Early  was  within  a  few  miles  with 
his  corps,  and  the  brigade,  numbering  only  some  1,700  men,  started 
in  retreat,  leaving  the  fires  burning  to  mislead  the  enemy.  The 
column  moved  rapidly,  leaving  its  cavalry  at  Winchester  and  its 
artillery  at  Charlestown,  and  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  the 
Thirtv-fourth  reached  their  former  camp,  sadly  exhausted  but  hav- 
iiii^  suffered  no  loss  and  bringing  back  nearly  a  hundred  prisoners. 
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Early  pursued  the  daring  brigade  to  within  a  few  miles  of  its  in- 
trenchmcnts:  but  though  there  were  manv  rumors  and  alarms  and 
some  slight  collisions,  the  Thirty-fourth  being  called  from  camp 
several  times,  no  engagement  of  note  occurred.  Colonel  Wells 
being  detailed  on  court-martial,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lincoln  was  as- 
signed to  command  the  brigade,  and  the  regiment  was  thus  left  in 
the  hands  of  Major  Pratt.  Ninety  recruits  were  received  on  the 
14th  of  January,  1864,  and  two  days  later  the  brigade  was  discon- 
tinued, the  Thirty-fourth  being  temporarily  assigned  to  Wheaton's 
Brigade  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  which  had  been 
sent  to  the  vicinity  for  service  while  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was 
in  its  winter  quarters.  On  the  20th,  however,  the  regiment  was 
made  an  independent  command  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
General  Sullivan  commanding  the  division. 

It  took  cars  on  the  1st  of  February  for  Cumberland,  Md.,  where 
General  Kelley  anticipated  an  attack  from  Karly,  reaching  the  town 
that  evening  and  remaining  till  the  evening  of  the  7th  with  no  sight 
of  the  enemy,  though  his  raiding  parties  were  occasionally  heard 
from  in  the  near  vicinity.  Then  the  command  returned  to  its  camp, 
finding  40  recruits  in  waiting,  and  save  multitudinous  details  and 
an  occasional  alarm  no  events  of  importance  occurred  till  the  open- 
ing of  the  spring  campaign.  On  the  24th  of  February  an  order  was 
issued  returning  the  regiment  to  Whcaton's  Brigade,  and  on  the 
5th  of  March  the  command  was  sent  to  Point  of  Rocks,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Monocacy,  where  danger  was  anticipated  but  not  re- 
alized. After  three  days  of  outpost  duty  there  it  was  ordered  to 
Martinsburg,  where  Colonel  Wells  was  made  post  commandant  and 
acting  brigade  commander,  the  force  consisting  of  his  own  regiment 
the  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  and  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
third  Ohio,  with  the  Fifth  United  States  Batterv. 

But  the  regiment  was  wanted  again  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  late 
in  March  orders  were  issued  for  its  return  to  that  post ;  in  pursuance 
of  which  it  marched  on  the  2d  of  April  through  a  terribly  severe 
storm,  suffering  greatly  on  the  march  through  the  mingled  snow 
and  mud,  bivouacking  that  night  in  a  forest  a  mile  or  two  short  of 
the  destination  on  Cam})  Hill,  which  was  reached  next  morning. 
Within  two  weeks  the  brigade  was  broken  up  and  reconstructed  of 
about  the  same  troops  which  had  composed  it  at  Martinsburg,  Colonel 
Wells — who  in  the  mean  time  had  been  transferred  to  the  com  maud 
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of  the  post  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  relieved  of  it — again  taking  the 
brigade.  Once  more  the  regiment  was  ordered  back  to  Martinsburg, 
marching  on  the  17th  and  reaching  there  on  the  following  day,  when 
Colonel  Wells  was  again  made  post  commandant.  This  continued 
till  the  25th,  when  being  relieved  he  returned  to  the  command  of 
the  Thirty-fourth,  after  an  absence  of  nine  months. 

Thus  far  in  its  history  the  experiences  of  the  regiment  had  been 
mainly  of  garrison  and  outpost  duty,  with  some  hard  marches  and 
decidedly  trying  situations,  but  it  was  now  to  enter  upon  service  of 
a  more  deadly  nature.    General  Sigel  commanding  the  department 
was  directed  to  take  vigorous  action  in  concert  with  the  movement 
of  the  other  Union  armies,  and  while  a  portion  of  his  force  under 
General  Crook  operated  in  the  Kanawha  Valley,  Sullivan's  Division 
and  Stand's  cavalry,  in  all  a  little  more  than  4,000  men,  under 
Sigel's  immediate  direction,  were  put  in  marching  order  and  ad- 
vanced to  Winchester.    The  Thirty-fourth,  forming  part  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Thoburn  of  the  First  West 
Virginia,  marched  on  the  29th  of  April  to  Bunker  Hill  and  on  the 
2d  of  May  to  Winchester,  where  a  stop  was  made  till  the  9th,  when 
the  little  column  atrain  set  forward,  moving  to  Cedar  Creek  and 
halting  a  day  for  the  building  of  a  bridge,  when  the  movement  was 
continued  to  Woodstock. 

There  the  regiment  remained  till  near  noon  of  the  14th,  when  it 
was  suddenly  called  under  arms  and  at  once  went  forward,  with 
orders  to  report  to  Colonel  Moor  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Ohio  com- 
manding the  First  Brigade.    Rapid  marching  till  near  night  took 
the  command  nearly  to  New  Market,  where  it  met  the  scattered  frag- 
ments of  Boyd's  First  New  York  Cavalry,  which  had  been  roughly 
handled  by  a  strong  force  of  the  enemy,  and  the  Thirty-fourth  soon 
came  'under  fire.    Finding  a  section  of  Federal  artillery  in  the  vicin- 
ity unsupported  the  regiment  went  to  its  assistance,  and  in  the 
woods  in  its  rear  the  men  laid  on  their  arms  through  the  night. 
rJ^his  position  was  found  during  the  night  to  be  to  the  right  of  Colonel 
Moor's  force.    The  next  day  witnessed  the  bat  tie  of  New  Market, 
:7j  which  the  regiment  suffered  severely. 

Soon  after  breakfast  it  was  ordered  back  to  a  point  some  two 
u  iles  in  the  rear,  where  line  of  battle  was  formed,  but  it  was  almost 
1 1  uiicdiately  advanced  to  the  former  position,  where  Companies  B 
n«l  I  w  ere  deployed  as  skirmishers  and  cheeked  the  advance  of  a 
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considerable  Confederate  force,  but  were  soon  rallied  and  joined 
the  regiment  in  forming  a  line  somewhat  to  the  rear.  There  the 
attack  of  Breckinridge's  troops  in  two  strong  lines  was  received, 
which  brushed  away  the  skirmishers  but  was  checked  by  the  heavy 
fire  of  the  Thirty-fourth  and  the  artillery,  which  broke  the  first  Con- 
federate line.  A  counter-charge  was  then  ordered,  and  the  regiment 
went  forward  magnificently  under  a  very  severe  fire;  but  the  troops 
on  both  flanks  retiring  almost  as  soon  as  the  hostile  fire  was  en- 
countered left  the  Thirty-fourth  opposed  to  a  vastly  outnumbering 
force.  Yet  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  advance  of  his  brave 
fellows  was  checked  by  Colonel  Wells,  who  seized  the  color-bearer 
by  the  shoulders,  faced  him  to  the  rear  and  finally  led  the  remnant 
of  his  command  back  to  its  former  position.  The  entire  Union  line 
was  now  giving  way,  but  the  Thirty-fourth  and  some  other  troops 
contested  the  Confederate  advance,  making  frequent  stands  till 
Rudc's  Hill,  a  mile  to  the  rear  and  near  the  North  Fork  of  the 
Shenandoah,  was  reached,  where  the  line  was  again  established,  and 
the  enemy  did  not  attempt  to  pursue  their  advantage  further.  After 
a  time  this  position  was  evacuated,  the  Union  forces  retiring  over 
the  river  to  Mount  Jackson  and  burning  the  bridge,  which  tem- 
porarily checked  the  Confederates. 

The  Thirty-fourth  had  taken  into  the  action  some  500  men,  of 
whom  it  had  lost  more  than  one-half.  Captain  Bacon  and  27  men 
had  been  killed,  eight  officers  and  160  men  wounded,  of  whom  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Lincoln,  Captain  B\>x  and  Lieutenant  Walker  with 
32  enlisted  men  severely  wounded  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
as  did  Captain  Chauncey,  Lieutenant  Ammidon  and  nearly  20  un- 
wounded  men  of  Company  C,  cut  off  from  the  skirmish  line. 
Colonel  Wells  was  slightly  wounded,  but  did  not  leave  the  field. 
The  seriously  wounded  of  the  regiment  were  collected  at  Mount 
Jackson  and  placed  in  charge  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Allen,  after 
which  the  retrograde  movement  was  continued  during  the  night 
and  after  a  short  stop  for  breakfast  all  the  next  day,  Cedar  Creek 
being  crossed  the  following  morning,  when  the  faces  of  the  wean- 
soldiers  were  again  turned  toward  the  foe. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  the  Thirty-fourth,  Captain  Pot- 
ter in  command,  with  the  Twelfth  West  Virginia  and  a  small  force 
of  cavalrv  and  artillery,  all  under  command  of  Colonel  Wells,  ad- 
vanced  through  Strasburg  to  Fishers  Hill,  which  was  held  for  a  day 
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or  two,  when  the  force  fell  back  to  Strasburg,  where  the  regiment 
was  rejoined  by  Major  Pratt,  Adjutant  Woods,  and  other  officers 
who  had  been  absent  on  detached  duty.  On  the  22d  General  Hun- 
ter succeeded  General  Sigel,  and  four  days  later  another  advance 
began.  On  the  2Gth  the  Thirty-fourth  marched  to  Woodstock,  and 
on  the  29th  advanced  to  the  battle-field  of  the  15th,  where  a  tem- 
porary encampment  was  made. 

The  forward  movement  was  continued  on  the  2d  of  June,  the  march 
of  that  day  being  to  Harrisonburg,  where  several  hundred  wounded 
from  both  armies  had  been  gathered  by  the  Confederates  after  the 
battle  of  New  Market.    Imboden's  rear  guard  was  driven  from  the 
place,  but  intelligence  being  received  that  the  enemy  in  force  were 
gathered  a  few  miles  in  advance  the  Union  troops  went  forward  on 
the  4th,  passing  through  Port  Republic  and  bivouacking  a  short 
distance  beyond  on  the  Staunton  road  in  a  pouring  rain.    Soon  after 
the  advance  began  next  day  the  Confederates  under  General  Jones 
were  encountered  and  the  battle  of  Piedmont  was  fought.  After 
the  Union  line  had  been  deployed  the  foe  was  gradually  pressed 
back  till  his  main  line  was  felt.    Moor's  Brigade  was  on  the  right, 
and  Thobunvs  was  directed  to  co-operate  with  it  in  a  charge,  the 
Thirty-fourth  being  detached  and  moved  by  the  left  flank  to  an  ad- 
vantageous position,  from  which  they  were  directed  to  charge  the 
enemy  in  the  woods  in  their  front. 

The  regiment  advanced,  receiving  a  heavy  fire,  pressed  the  enemy 
back  into  the  woods  for  some  distance,  when  he  rallied  and  a  sharp 
fight  ensued  for  some  20  minutes.    A  strong  Confederate  force 
then  came  down  the  road  and  struck  the  two  left  companies  of  the 
Thirty-fourth,  inflicting  heavy  loss,  but  after  a  desperate  fight  of 
15  minutes  the  Federal  line  was  pressed  forward,  driving  the  enemy 
and  winning  the  field.    The  Thirty-fourth  advanced  into  the  next 
piece  of  woods  where  they  bivouacked  for  the  night.    Their  loss 
during  the  day  had  been  13  killed  and  97  wounded,  among  the  lat- 
ter being  Adjutant  Woods  and  Lieutenant  Albert  C.  Walker  fatally, 
the  last  named  dying  in  the  enemy's  hands,  and  Major  Pratt  and 
Captain  Potter  seriously.    The  casualties  in  the  two  left  companies 
numbered  o4. 

The  regiment  marched  to  Staunton  next  day  and  on  the  7th  made 
m  excursion  of  a  few  miles  into  the  country  beyond,  a  day  or  two 
x;ing  devoted  to  the  destruction  of  railroads,  bridges  and  public 
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property  in  the  neighborhood.  At  this  time  Colonel  Wells  suc- 
ceeded Colonel  Moor  in  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  to  which 
the  Thirty-fourth  also  went,  changing  places  with  the  Eighteenth 
Connecticut.  Colonel  Wells's  Brigade  consisted  of  his  own  regi- 
ment, the  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  and  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-third  Ohio,  with  four  companies  of  the  Fifth  Xew  York 
Heavy  Artillery. 

Two  days'  march,  beginning  on  the  10th,  took  the  regiment  to 
Lexington,  which  it  occupied  on  the  12th,  joining  with  other  forces 
in  the  destruction  of  public  property,  and  while  there  Wells's  Brigade 
was  strengthened  by  the  addition  of  two  short  term  regiments,  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fifty-second  and  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-first 
Ohio.  Again  forward  on  the  14th  to  Buckhannon,  the  Thirty -fourth 
formed  a  portion  of  the  train  guard,  and  the  next  day  over  the  Blue 
Ridge  toward  Lynchburg,  which  was  reached  on  the  17th,  or  rather 
the  enemy's  lines  were  encountered,  behind  which  the  reinforce- 
ments from  Lee's  army  under  Early  were  rapidly  arriving.  After 
some  skirmishing  the  regiment  passed  the  night  in  line'  of  battle, 
and  during  the  18th  was  engaged,  at  times  quite  sharply,  charges  and 
counter-charges  being  made  with  no  advantage  to  either  side,  the  loss 
of  the  Thirty-fourth  being  five  men  killed  and  over  40  wounded. 

That  evening  the  retrograde  inarch  began,  and  25  miles  were 
made  before  morning,  taking  the  regiment  some  distance  beyond 
Liberty.  There  were  few  more  dismal  experiences  in  the  entire  war 
than  the  scramble  of  Hunter's  command  through  the  mountains  of 
West  Virginia  to  escape  from  the  trap  into  which  it  had  deliberately 
walked.  After  this  severe  night  march  two  hours  only  were  allowed 
the  tired  column  for  rest,  and  of  food  it  had  at  no  time  more  than 
half  rations,  frequently  none  at  all.  For  two  or  three  days  no 
stop  of  more  than  a  few  hours  was  made,  and  then  a  long  daily 
march  to  the  full  possibility  of  the  jaded  men  and  teams  took  the 
fugitive  column  by  way  of  Salem,  New  London,  New  Castle,  White 
Sulphur  Springs,  Lcwisburg,  over  the  Little  Sewall  and  Big  Sewall 
Mountains,  reaching  Oauley  Bridge  and  the  Union  lines  on  the  29th. 
where  food  and  rest  were  had. 

But  even  after  this  trying  experience  there  was  to  be  no  extended 
period  of  rest.  The  movement  of  General  Hunter  had  left  the  way 
open  for  General  Early,  and  that  ottieerwas  walking  into  the  fertile 
regions  of  the  North,  to  knock  even  at  the  doors  of  the  national 
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capital,  and  the  tired  column  at  Gauley  Bridge  was  ordered  to  march 
on  the  2d  of  July,  the  Thirty-fourth  reaching  Piatt  the  following 
day,  where  on  the  4th  eight  companies  took  boat  down  the  river  to 
Blennerhasset's  Island,  marching  thence  to  Parkersburg  and  taking 
cars  to  Cherry  Run,  which  was  reached  on  the  evening  of  the  8th, 
the  other  companies  coming  two  days  later. 

The  brigade  being  reunited  marched  on  the  11th  to  Martinsburg, 
stopped  there  for  a  day,  and  on  the  13th  and  14th  went  on  to  and 
through  Harper's  Ferry,  across  the  Potomac  by  the  ponton  bridge, 
camping  that  night  near  Knoxville.    The  loth  saw  the  regiment 
marching  along  the  tow-path  of  the  canal  nearly  to  Berlin,  where 
the  Potomac  was  forded,  the  water  up  to  the  waists  of  the  men,  and 
via  the  Leesburg  pike  to  near  Flillsboro,  where  bivouac  was  made. 
Afternoon  of  the  10th  the  march  was  resumed  as  far  as  Waterford, 
some  skirmishing  occurring  along  the  way,  when  orders  were  re- 
ceived from  General  ('rook,  who  had  taken  command  of  the  First 
Division,  for  the  brigade  to  join  him  at  Pureellville,  which  it  did 
very  late  at  night. 

The  command  started  in  the  morning  of  the  18th  for  Snicker's 
Gap,  where  the  Union  cavalry  was  reported  to  be  engaged  with  the 
enemy  in  force,  and  when  in  the  early  afternoon  the  summit  of  the 
mountain  was  passed  the  Confederates  were  seen  on  the  opposite 
bank  of  the  Shenandoah.    Colonel  Tboburn,  commanding  the  divis- 
ion, was  directed  to  cross,  which  he  did  a  mile  or  so  below  the  Ferry, 
the  Thirty-fourth  leading,  fording  the  river  in  the  face  of  the  enemy, 
forming  and  driving  back  his  lines  some  half  a  mile  to  the  cover  of 
a  forest,  and  taking  some  20  prisoners.    Thoburn's  line  was  then 
prolonged  to  the  right  by  the  other  brigades,  but  a  strong  attack 
soon  after  crumbled  that  part  of  his  command  and  forced  it  back 
into  the  river.    The  Thirty-fourth  changed  front  and  made  a  charge, 
driving  back  the  Confederates  and  holding  them  till  the  regiment 
hart  exhausted  its  ammunition,  v  hen  it  was  ordered  back  across  the 
river,  having  lost  four  killed  and  11  wounded. 

That  night  the  Thirty-fourth  bivouacked  in  Snicker's  Gap,  where 
they  remained  the  next  day,  on  the  20th  crossed  the  Shenandoah, 
from  which  the  enemv  had  now  retired,  and  bivouacked  beside  (heir 
ret-out  field  of  battle  till  the  morniinr  of  the  22d.  Goinir  that  dav 
ro  Winchester,  they  were  ordered  out  next  morning  to  meet  the 
•lie my  a  mile  or  so  to  the  south,  built  a  line  of  breastworks,  and  as 


Digitized  by  Google 


518 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 


the  Confederates  made  no  demonstration  retired  a<rain  to  the  vicinity 
of  the  town.  The  succeeding  morning — the  24th — found  the  foe 
in  strong  force,  and  severe  fighting  took  place  till  it  wa3  evident  that 
the  Union  forces  were  inadequate  to  cope  with  the  numbers  opposed 
to  them,  when  a  retreat  was  ordered,  the  brigade  being  put  in  charge 
of  the  trains  and  bivouacking  that  night  at  Bunker  Hill.  Skir- 
mishing was  resumed  next  morning  in  a  severe  rain  storm,  the 
brigade,  forming  the  Union  rear  guard,  beginning  to  fall  back  at  9 
o'clock  and  at  noon  halting  at  Martinsburg,  where  the  desultory 
conflict  lasted  most  of  the  afternoon,  the  enemy  being  pressed  back 
for  a  considerable  distance,  the  Thirty-fourth  afterward  retiring  by 
way  of  the  Williamsport  pike  to  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  where 
the  night  was  passed. 

The  river  was  crossed  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  and  after  a 
little  stop  at  Williamsport  the  regiment  took  the  Sharpsburg  pike  to 
Boonshoro,  which  it  reached  about  sunset,  was  called  up  at  10  o'clock 
that  night,  and  inarched  to  Sharpsburg,  halted  till  morning  and  then 
pushed  forward  to  Pleasant  Valley.  Resting  there  till  afternoon  of 
the  next  day,  the  command  recrossed  the  river  at  Harper's  Ferry 
and  marched  to  Ualltown,  receiving  a  needed  outfit  of  new  clothing. 
Marching  orders  came  again  at  noon  of  the  80th,  the  river  was 
crossed  once  more,  and  late  at  night  the  regiment  halted  at  Bur- 
kittsville,  Md.,  continuing  next  morning  through  Middlcto*vn  to 
near  Wolfsboro,  the  men  suffering  intensely  from  the  heat.  This 
movement  of  Hunters  command  was  caused  by  McCausland's  burn- 
ing  of  Chambersburg,  Pa.  On  the  3d  of  August  the  regiment 
marched  through  Frederick  and  to  the  Monocacy,  which  it  crossed 
by  the  ford,  encamping  on  its  banks. 

The  command  of  the  department  was  now  given  to  General  Sheri- 
dan, and  under  him  the  Thirty-fourth  entered  upon  a  campaign  of 
even  greater  activitv.  The  movement  began  on  the  0th,  when  the 
regiment  forded  the  Monocacy  and  marched  through  Jefferson  to 
Pleasant  Yallev ;  from  there  on  the  0th  the  march  was  throusrh 
Harper's  Ferry  to  Knox's  Ford  on  the  Shenandoah,  on  the  10th  to 
Berryville,  on  the  11th  to  White  Post  and  next  day  to  Middletown, 
the  enemy  being  in  force  about  the  creek  beyond  the  town  and 
sharp  skirmishing  ensuing  during  the  afternoon.  On  the  evening 
of  the  10th  Sheridan's  retreat  down  the  Valley  began,  and  that 
night  the  regiment  inarched  to  Winchester,  the  next  day  to  Berry- 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  THIRTY-FOURTH  REGIMENT. 


519 


ville,on  the  18th  to  Ripon,  halting  for  48  hours  in  a  grove  near  the 
scene  of  its  first  engagement  the  previous  October,  and  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  20th  moving  to  the  vicinity  of  Charlestown. 

The  attack  of  Early's  troops  upon  the  Union  outposts  the  follow- 
ing morning  called  the  regiment  into  line  some  distance  to  the  west 
of  the  town,  where  it  intrenched,  but  that  night  it  moved  to  Ilall- 
town  taking  position  near  the  center  of  the  Federal  lines.  During 
the  following  days  there  was  frequent  skirmishing,  from  which  the 
command  suffered  no  loss,  and  on  the  3d  of  September  it  marched 
to  Berrvville.    Here  the  cnemv  was  found  in  force  and  fortifying 
and  skirmishing  continued  till  the  oth,  during  which  the  Thirty- 
fourth  lost  one  man  killed  and  five  wounded  ;  a  season  of  quiet  then 
ensued,  and  on  the  8th  the  resriment  marched  across  the  fields  to 
Summit  Point,  the  extreme  right  of  the  Union  lines,  where  it  went 
into  camp  and  remained  till  early  morning  of  the  19th,  when  with 
the  rest  of  Sheridan's  army  it  set  out  to  take  part  in  the  battle  of 
the  Opequan. 

The  Eighth  Corps, — Ceneral  Crook's  command, — was  held  in  re- 
serve near  the  crossing  of  Opequan  Creek  during  the  early  part  of 
the  battle,  but  after  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps  were  well  en- 
gaged the  Eighth  was  ordered  forward  to  extend  the  Union  right. 
In  the  general  advance  which  followed  when  position  was  gained 
the  Thirty-fourth,  ably  commanded  by  Major  Pratt,  were  somewhat 
separated  from  all  other  troops  by  the  conformation  of  the  ground. 
Becoming  exposed  to  a  flank  lire  from  some  Confederate  guns  sup- 
ported by  a  line  of  infantry  behind  a  stone-wall,  they  changed  front 
in  that  direction  to  charge  the  offensive  battery.    As  the  regiment 
came  within  short  range  of  the  Southern  infantry  it  received  a  terri- 
rible  fire,  killing  or  wounding  groat  numbers  and  immediately  check- 
ing" its  progress,  the  line  throwing  itself  upon  the  earth  to  partially 
esciipe  the  annihilating  blast.    After  hugging  the  ground  till  tbc 
troops  to  the  right  and  left  could  get  within  supporting  distance,  the 
regiment  was  ordered  to  charge,  and  with  a  dash  sprang  to  and  over 
he  wall,  capturing  one  of  the  guns  and  some  prisoners,  while  the 
"est  of  the  defenders  tied  toward  Winchester;  but  the  joy  of  the 
noment  was  sadly  clouded  by  the  death  of  Captain  Thompson,  an 
>f]jcer  of  high  repute. 

The  combined  charge  of  the  three  corps  which  followed  drove  the 
Confederates  from  the  field,  when  the  Union  cavalry  took  up  the 
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fight  and  completed  the  rout.  The  Thirty-fourth  with  the  rest  of 
General  Crook's  command  passed  through  Winchester  and  followed 
the  retreating  enemy  as  far  as  Millwood,  where  the  night's  bivouac 
was  made.  The  regiment's  loss  had  been  severe — besides  Captain 
Thompson  six  enlisted  men  had  been  killed,  and  the  list  of  wounded 
reached  97,  several  being  fatally  hurt. 

The  command  marched  to  Cedar  Creek  on  the  20th  and  next 
morning  advanced  to  Strasburg,  beyond  which  Early  had  taken  up 
a  very  strong  position  on  Fisher's  Hill,  where  he  was  already  con- 
fronted by  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps.  The  Eighth  at  first- 
took  position  on  their  left,  but  before  daylight  of  the  22d  was  moved 
around  to  the  right  and  crept  through  the  woods  at  the  base  of 
North  Mountain  undiscovered  till  a  favorable  position  on  the  enemy's 
flank  was  gained,  when  a  general  charge  was  made  and  with  little 
more  than  spasmodic  attempts  at  resistance  the  surprised  foe  was 
driven  from  point  to  point,  losing  heavily  and  being  pursued  up  the 
Valley  by  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps  as  far  as  Mount  Jackson. 
The  Thirty-fourth,  whose  flag  is  claimed  to  have  been  the  first 
planted  on  the  Confederate  works,  captured  two  guns  and  seven 
caissons,  their  loss  in  the  series  of  charges  being  19  wounded  ;  but 
an  accident  after  the  evening  bivouac  was  ordered  resulted  in  the 
fatal  wounding  of  Major  Pratt,  then  commander — a  most  worthy 
officer,  whose  loss  was  deeply  mourned.  A  stack  of  arms  in  the 
camp  of  a  neighboring  regiment  being  thrown  down,  one  of  the 
muskets  was  discharged  and  the  ball  passed  through  both  of  the 
major's  legs,  from  which  he  died  on  the  25th. 

Stopping  on  the  field  for  a  day  to  bury  the  dead  and  care  for  the 
wounded,  the  regiment  started  southward  on  the  24th,  marching 
that  day  beyond  Mount  Jackson  and  the  next  day  to  Harrisonburg, 
where  it  was  detailed  for  provost  duty,  in  which  it  was  pleasantly 
engaged  till  the  6th  of  October,  when  Sheridan  began  to  withdraw 
his  troops  from  the  upper  part  of  the  Valley.  Wells's  Brigade 
formed  the  rear  of  the  infantry  column,  but  behind  it  came  the 
cavalry,  laying  waste  everything  which  could  give  sustenance  to  a 
hostile  force.  On  the  11th  a  strong  position  was  occupied  and 
fortified  in  the  rear  of  Coder  Creek,  the  Thirty-fourth  being  ] >ostcd 
near  the  Union  left,  between  the  pike  and  the  Shenandoah  river. 

A  reconnaissance  sent  back  the  next  day  within  view  of  Stras- 
burg failed  to  discover  signs  of  the  enemy  in  any  considerable  force, 
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but  the  following  noon  the  quiet  camps  were  startled  by  the  opening 
of  fire  from  a  hostile  battery  on  Hupp's  Hill  across  the  creek.  The 
First  and  Third  Brigades  were  at  once  ordered  forward  to  drive  back 
what  was  supposed  to  be  a  rcconnoitering  party,  but  were  greeted 
with  so  heavy  a  fire  as  to  show  that  the  enemy  were  in  a  strong 
force.    This  fact  being  demonstrated,  Colonel  Thoburn,  command- 
ing the  division,  ordered  the  two  brigades  back,  but  the  aide,  after 
delivering  the  order  to  the  Third,  had  his  horse  shot  and  was  taken 
prisoner.    The  two  brigades  being  separated  by  a  ridge,  across 
which  movements  could  not  be  observed,  Colonel  Wells's  command 
remained  in  ignorance  of  what  had  taken  place.    Being  in  position 
behind  a  low  stone-wall  which  gave  hut  slight  shelter,  the  Thirty- 
fourth  on  the  right,  it  fought  till  it  was  nearly  surrounded  when  the 
order  to  retreat  was  given,  Colonel  Wells  having  been  mortally 
wounded.    Such  of  the  regimcnl  as  could  escape  the  close  pursuit 
regained  the  north  side  of  the  creek  ;  Early,  having  accomplished 
his  purpose,  retired  to  Fisher's  Hill,  and  the  battle  of  Tom's  Brook 
was  ended.    Of  less  than  2o0  taken  into  action,  the  Thirty-fourth 
had  lost  nine  killed,  48  wounded,  and  40  captured — a  total  of  07. 
Second  Lieutenant  Charles  I.  Woods  of  Petersham  was  killed, 
and  Second  Lieutenant  James  Dempsey  of  Worcester  was  fatally 
wounded,  dying  December  3.    Lieutenant  Ammidon  had  died  while 
prisoner  of  war  on  the  1st  of  October. 

Thoburas  Division  formed  the  left  of  the  Union  line  on  the 
morning  of  October  19,  when  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek  began. 
The  enemy  creeping  around  upon  the  flank,  as  the  Eighth  Corps 
had  done  at  Fisher's  Hill  a  month  before,  burst  upon  the  sleeping 
camps  in  the  darkness  and  fog  without  a  musket  shot  to  herald  his 
approach.  The  First  Brigade  was  the  only  one  not  utterly  sur- 
prised ;  forming  instantly  at  their  works  the  few  thin  regiments  at- 
tempted a  defense,  but  the  foe  in  resistless  number  swept  the  brave 
Fellows  back,  Colonel  Thoburn  being  killed.  Attempts  were  made 
^.o  check  the  disaster  by  rallying  such  portions  of  the  two  shattered 
-orps  as  it  was  possible  to  handle,  but  the  advantage  of  the  enemy 
at  as  too  great  to  be  easily  overcome,  and  it  was  not  till  the  firm 
i  ncs  of  the  Sixth  Corps  in  the  rear  of  Middletown  were  encountered 
liat  the  Confederates  were  finally  checked.  Then  Sheridan  reached 
lie  scene,  the  lately  broken  Union  lines  began  to  surge  forward, 
nd  that  night  the  Thirty-fourth  slept  in  the  camp  from  which  they 


Digitized  by  Google 


522 


MASSACHUSETTS  IX  THE  WAR. 


had  been  so  unceremoniously  hurried  in  the  morning.  Their  loss 
during  the  day  had  been  nine  wounded,  two  mortally,  and  32  missing. 

After  the  battle  they  were  detailed  for  provost  duty  at  Newtown, 
where  they  were  located  till  November  10,  when  the  army  retired 
to  Kernstown  and  the  regiment  went  to  the  crossing  of  the  Opequan, 
where  its  principal  duty  was  the  guarding  of  the  railroad  bridge 
and  picketing  the  region  round  about.  While  there  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Lincoln  reported  to  the  commander  of  the  army  and  was 
mustered  as  colonel  of  the  regiment,  but  his  wound  being  still 
troublesome  he  was  ordered  on  detached  service  at  Cumberland. 
Captain  Potter  received  in  rapid  succession  promotion  to  major  and 
to  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Captain  A.  D.  Pratt  was  made  major. 
The  brigade,  after  the  death  of  Colonel  Wells,  was  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Wild  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Ohio. 

Orders  were  received  on  the  17th  of  December  for  the  entire 
First  Division  of  the  Army  of  West  Virginia  to  join  the  Army  of  the 
James,  then  operating  against  Richmond,  and  though  strong  repre- 
sentations were  made  that  the  command  could  render  better  service 
on  the  ground  with  which  it  had  become  so  familiar,  the  change  was 
insisted  upon  and  the  Thirty-fourth  as  a  portion  of  the  division  took 
cars  at  Stevenson's  Depot  on  the  19th  for  Washington,  reached  that 
city  next  day  and  embarked  on  the  steamer  Massachusetts  under 
sealed  orders.  Being  driven  by  a  severe  storm  into  Cherry  Stone 
Inlet,  the  Massachusetts  and  other  transports  waited  two  days,  re- 
suming the  voyage  on- the  23d  and  debarking  the  regiment  at  Aiken's 
Landing  on  the  25th.  Marching  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  invest- 
ing lines,  the  division  joined  General  Ord's  Twenty-fourth  Corps, 
being  known  as  the  "  Independent  Division"  and  commanded  by 
General  John  W.  Turner. 

The  life  of  the  regiment  at  "  Camp  Holly,"  in  comparison  with  the 
scenes  through  which  it  had  been  passing,  was  one  of  inaction,  though 
there  were  serious  disadvantages  to  be  overcome  to  make  the  camp 
and  the  men  comfortable.  During  January,  1805,  Colonel  Wild  was 
succeeded  in  the  command  of  the  brigade  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pot- 
ter, Captain  Leach  taking  command  of  the  Thirty-fourth.  On  the 
18th  of  March  General  Ord  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  James — 
General  Gibbon  commanding  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps — directed  the 
adoption  of  a  heart  as  the  corps  badge,  the  Independent  Division  wear- 
ing the  while  and  the  First  and  Third  the  red  and  blue  respectively. 
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The  active  work  of  the  regiment  in  the  closing  scenes  of  the  re- 
bellion began  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month,  when  its  division 
marched  to  the  crossing  of  the  Chickahominv  to  meet  General 
>hccidan  and  his  cavalry  on  their  way  from  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
through  the  heart  of  Virginia.    The  commands  arrived  at  the  river 
almost  simultaneously,  greeted  each  other  enthusiastically,  and  at 
once  set  out  for  the  left  of  the  investing  lines  below  Petersburg. 
Marching  to  Deep  Bottom  on  the  2b'th.  t lie  force  crossed  the  James 
in  the  evening  of  the  27th  and  made  an  all-night  march.    One  divis- 
ion each  from  the  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  Corps  now  joined 
the  Independent  and  the  force  was  moved  across  Hatcher's  Run  and 
assigned  a  position  on  the  right  of  the  Second  Corps.    All  night  of 
the  30th  was  spent  in  intrenching  and  sharp  skirmishing  began  the 
Hwt  morning,  ending  in  the  advance  of  the  brigade,  driving  out  the 
ncmy  and  occupying  some  of  his  works.    In  this  engagement  the 
oss  of  the  Thirty-fourth  was  one  man  killed  and  14  wounded. 

A  strong  picket  line  was  pushed  close  to  the  enemy,  the  position 
;;iined  was  fortified,  and  the  exhausted  men  slept  till  near  day- 
reak,  when  they  were  aroused  by  a  sharp  attack  from  the  Confeder- 
t  cs,  which  was  quickly  and  effectually  repulsed.  Twenty-four  hours 
iter  the  regiment  joined  in  the  general  assault  upon  the  defenses 
f  Petersburg,  which  in  its  immediate  front  were  carried  without 
■•Hons  resistance.  Advancing  some  two  miles,  the  division  halted 
i  front  of  Battery  Gregg,  a  strong  Confederate  earth-work.  At 
L  o'clock  orders  were  given  for  the  attack,  Colonel  Potter's 
riirade  forming  the  first  line,  and  the  advance  was  made  under  a 
i-rific  fire.  A  hundred  yards  from  the  fort  the  men  dropped  upon 
t_»ir  hands  and  knees  and  crawled  to  the  ditch,  which  was  deep 
id  held  four  feet  of  water.  Into  this  the  brave  fellows  plunged, 
i-oti^h  it  they  floundered,  climbing  to  the  face  of  the  fort  with  the 
lp  of  their  bayonets.  The  resistance  was  desperate,  and  for  27 
rx utes,  according  to  the  accounts  of  participants,  the  men  hung 
(>n  the  outer  face,  unable  to  advance  or  to  retreat.  Then  with  a 
ix:i b  and  a  rush  they  went  inside  and  the  fight  was  ended.  Cap- 
rx  Goodrich  of  the  Thirty-fourth  and  some  of  his  men,  trained  in 
*  school  of  Fort  Lyon,  turned  the  guns  upon  the  neighboring  in- 
xi  chments,  while  the  position  gained  was  fortified  and  made  secure 
r  I  ic  Union  arms.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  had  been  slight  con- 
-  i-ing  the  great  exposure — being  five  men  killed  and  o5  wounded. 
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Petersburg  was  evacuated  that  night,  and  the  following  morning 
the  regiment  joined  in  the  pursuit  of  Lee's  retreating  battalions. 
The  first  day's  march  was  to  Sutherland,  the  next  to  Wilson's  Sta- 
tion, and  late  at  night  of  the  5th  bivouac  was  made  at  Burkesville. 
The  march  of  the  6th  was  to  Rice's  Station  on  the  Appomattox, 
where  the  enemy  had  been  checked  by  an  advance  column  from 
General  Ord's  command,  and  the  Thirty-fourth  had  some  skirmish- 
ing, losing  three  wounded.  The  march  of  the  two  days  following 
enabled  Ord  at  night  of  the  8th  to  plant  his  force  across  the  line  of 
retreat  of  the  Confederates,  and  when  next  morning  Lieutenaut 
General  Gordon  of  Lee's  army  attempted  to  press  back  what  he  suj>- 
posed  to  be  a  cavalry  force  in  his  front,  he  beheld  the  firm  ranks  of 
the  Thirty-fourth  and  its  fellow-regiments.  The  surrender  of  Lee's 
army  followed,  and  the  regiment  remained  in  camp  near  the  scene 
till  the  12th,  when  it  marched  to  Lynchburg,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Potter  being  made  provost  marshal  there  and  the  Thirty -fourth 
being  detailed  for  guard  and  patrol.  The  Confederate  stores  at 
that  point  having  been  destroyed,  the  regiment  marched  on  the  loth, 
reaching  Burkesville  on  the  19th,  stopped  there  three  days  and 
reached  Manchester  on  the  24th,  eutering  Richmond  next  day. 

The  regiment  camped  on  the  north  side  of  the  city  and  about 
four  miles  from  it,  where  Colonel  Lincoln  arrived  next  dav  with  a 
large  force  of  convalescents  and  exchanged  prisoners.  He  was  as- 
signed to  command  the  brigade  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Potter  re- 
turned to  the  regiment.  In  this  •camp  the  command  remained, 
busied  with  the  duties  preparatory  to  its  final  muster  out  of  the  ser- 
vice. The  review  of  the  corps  by  General  Ord  occurred  on  the  13th 
of  June,  when  the  bronze  medals  authorized  by  act  of  Congress  were 
presented  to  such  enlisted  men  as  had  especially  distinguished  them- 
selves.— two  members  of  the  Thirty-fourth  being  honored.  The 
regiment  was  mustered  out  of  the  government  service  on  the  loth 
and  started  for  home  the  following  day,  after  transferring  to  .the 
Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  the  recruits  who  still  owed  more  than 
four  months  of  service.  Taking  boat  at  Roekett's  the  regiment 
steamed  to  Baltimore,  going  thence  by  rail  to  Xew  York.  From  the 
latter  city  steamer  was  taken  for  Providence  and  the  following  day 
the  organization  reported  to  General  Pierce  at  Readvillc.  The  men 
were  temporarily  dismissed  to  their  homes,  but  reconvened  on  the 
Gth  of  July  for  final  payment  and  discharge. 
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HE  Thirty-fifth  Regiment  was  the  first  organized  under  the 


call  of  July,  18G2,  and  was  composed  partially  of  companies 


recruited  in  the  towns  of  Eastern  Massachusetts  and  organ- 
ized prior  to  their  going  into  camp,  and  partially  of  companies  con- 
solidated from  the  squads  and  detachments  which  gathered  at  Camp 
Stanton,  Lynnfield.    Recruiting  for  the  prospective  regiment  began 
early  in  July  at  some  of  the  Boston  offices,  but  it  was  nut  till  near 
the  end  of  the  month  that  the  groups'  began  to  gather  at  the  ren- 
dezvous, and  from  the  4th  to  the  8th  of  August  five  full  companies 
— 15,  C,  G,  II  and  K — arrived.    The  various  companies  were  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service  by  Lieutenant  Elder  of  the  regu- 
lar army  from  the  9th  to  the  10th  of  the  month,  Enfield  rifles  of  a 
somewhat  inferior  quality  were  issued  on  the  20th,  and  most  of  the 
>flicers  having  been  commissioned,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  set 
►ut  for  the  front  on  the  22d,  though  undrilled  and  illy  prepared  for 
ctive  campaigning.    The  original  roster  of  officers  follows: — 

Colonel,  Edward  A.  Wild  of  Brookline;  major,  Sumner  Carruth  of 
'helsea;  surgeon,  Francis  M.  Lincoln  of  Boston;  assistant  surgeons, 
eorge  N.  Munsell  of  Harwich  and  Albert  W.  Clark  of  Woburn; 
Jjutant,  Nathaniel  Wales  of  Dorchester;  quartermaster,  Samuel  W. 
Klines  of  Newburyport;  chaplain,  Henry  II.  F.  Miller  of  Norton: 
•rpjeant  major,  Augustus  Hatch;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Albert  F. 
pton,  both  of  Boston;  commissary  sergeant,  Edwin  X.  Merrill  of 
averhill;  hospital  steward,  George  R  Wood  of  Plymouth;  principal 
nsician,  Daniel  Vining  of  Weymouth. 

Company  A — Captain,  Stephen  II.  Andrews  of  Chelsea:  first  lieu- 
rin-nt,  Elbridge  G.  Hood  of  Nahant  ;  second  lieutenant,  John  B. 
i okney  of  Lynn. 

Company  H — Captain,  Albert  W.  Bartlett;  first  lieutenant,  Gamaliel 
xlges;  second  lieutenant,  Nathan  W.  Collins,  all  of  Newburyport. 
Company  C — Captain,  Tracy  P.  Cheever;  first  lieutenant,  Clifton  A. 
i  ix chard:  second  lieutenant,  Franklin  B.  Mirick,  all  of  Chelsea. 
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Company  D— Captain,  Dennis  A.  Dolan;  first  lieutenant,  James  H. 
Baldwin,  both  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  John  W.  Hudson  of 
Lexington. 

Company  E — Captain,  Horace  Niles;  first  lieutenant,  William  Pal- 
mer; second  lieutenant,  J.  Wilson  Ingell,  all  of  Randolph. 

Company  F — Captain,  Samuel  C.  Oliver  of  Salem;  first  lieutenant, 
Daniel  J.  Preston  of  Danvers;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  F.  Williams, 
Jr.,  of  Salem. 

Company  G — Captain,  William  Gibson  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant. 
Frederick  D.  Brooks  of  Haverhill;  second  lieutenant,  William  Wash- 
burn, Jr.,  of  Boston. 

Company  H — Captain,  Benjamin  F.  Pratt:  first  lieutenant,  George 
P.  Lyon;  second  lieutenant,  Oliver  Burrell,  all  of  Weymouth. 

Company  I — Captain,  Sidney  Willard  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant. 
John  Lathrop;  second  lieutenant,  William  Hill,  both  of  Dedham. 

Company  K — Captain,  William  S.  King;  first  lieutenant,  Edward 
G.  Park;  second  lieutenant,  Edward  Blake,  Jr.,  all  of  Roxbury. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  these  officers  had  already  seen  ser- 
vice, Colonel  Wild  and  Major  Carruth  as  captains  in  the  First  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  Adjutant  Wrales  in  the  Twenty-fourth;  of  the  line 
officers  a  dozen  had  served  elsewhere,  principally  in  the  earlier  Mas- 
sachusetts regiments,  but  with  these  exceptions  the  command  was 
almost  entirely  made  up  of  those  whose  ambition  for  military  re- 
nown was  un tempered  by  knowledge.  No  lieutenant  colonel  had 
as  yet  been  commissioned. 

The  command,  1,013  strong,  took  cars  for  Boston  early  in  the 
afternoon  of  Friday,  the  22d  of  August,  marched  through  some  of 
the  main  streets  of  that  city  to  the  State  House,  enthusiast icallv 
greeted  along  the  way,  received  a  blue  flag  with  the  national  arms 
and  the  white  flag  of  the  State  with  the  Massachusetts  arms,  and 
with  no  formal  words  of  adieu  continued  the  march  to  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  station,  taking  cars  for  Fall  River.  Going  thence 
by  the  steamer  Bay  State  to  Jersey  City  and  resuming  cars,  the 
regiment  reached  Philadelphia  at  evening  and  received  the  hearty 
welcome  and  repast  which  that  city  gave  to  all  passing  soldiers. 
Learning  that  some  saloons  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Cooper  Shop 
were  plying  his  soldiers  with  liquor,  Colonel  Wild  ordered  the  pro- 
prietors to  cease,  and  placed  guards  at  the  doors,  but  finding  that 
some  of  them  violated  his  orders  sent  out  a  detail  to  empty  the 
liquor  of  the  offending  parties,  which  was  vigorously  done  notwith- 
standing the  protests  of  the  city  roughs  and  of  the  police,  whose  writs 
of  arrest  Colonel  Wild  declined  to  recognize.    At  9  o'clock  the 
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journey  was  resumed,  Baltimore  was  reached  early  Sunday  morn- 
ing, and  a  halt  ensued  for  breakfast,  after  which  the  trip  to  Washing- 
ton was  completed  in  rough  box  cars.  Late  in  the  afternoon  the 
regiment  in  column  of  platoons  marched  down  Pennsylvania  Avenue, 
past  the  White  House,  crossed  the  Potomac  by  the  Aqueduct  Bridge 
at  Georgetown,  and  took  the  road  to  Hunter's  Chapel,  bivouacking 
in  a  field  for  the  night. 

Tents  were  pitched  next  day  and  a  camp  established  called  Camp 
Casey.  Some  cartridges  were  distributed  and  the  men  instructed 
in  loading  their  pieces,  which  not  a  few  of  them  had  never  done  be- 
fore. Next  day  the  regiment  was  assigned  to  General  Whipple's 
Brigade,  moving  its  camp  about  half  a  mile  inside  the  line  of  fortifi- 
cations and  near  Fort  Craig,  the  location  being  designated  as  Camp 
White.  Here  followed  a  few  days  of  camp  duty,  drill,  guard  duty 
and  night  alarms,  all  of  them  experiences  which  the  men  of  the 
Thirty-fifth  sadly  needed.  On  the  30th  the  regiment  was  transferred 
to  Van  Volkenburg's  Brigade.  Early  in  September  Major  Camith 
was  promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel  and  Captain  Willard  to  major. 

With  this  very  inadequate  preparation,  the  Thirty-fifth  were  on 
the  0th  of  September  ordered  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  at 
once  set  out  to  join  the  Ninth  Corps,  then  in  Maryland  and  moving 
northward.    Leaving  camp  late  in  the  afternoon  they  marched 
through  Washington  by  way  of  the  Long  Bridge,  passed  out  into 
the  country,  and  marched  till  long  past  midnight,  when  the  column 
halted,  the  exhausted  soldiers  being  scattered  for  miles  along  the 
road.    Marching  only  a  few  miles  the  next  day,  Colonel  Wild  halted 
for  the  stragglers  to  come  up,  after  which  he  gave  his  command  de- 
tailed instructions  as  to  their  duties  on  the  march,  on  the  field  and 
in  action.    A  march  of  a  mile  on  the  8th  took  the  regiment  to  its 
brigade,  the  Second  of  the  Second  Division,  Ninth  Corps.  General 
Reno  commanded  the  corps,  General  Sturgis  the  division,  and  the 
brigade,  which  consisted  in  addition  to  the  Thirty-fifth  of  the 
Fwenty-first  Massachusetts,  Fifty-first  New  York  and  Fifty-first 
Pennsylvania,  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Edward  Ferrero. 

The  day  following  a  march  of  12  miles  was  made  to  Brook ville, 
ollowed  by  a  day's  rest,  and  on  the  11th  and  12th  the  right  wing 
f  the  army,  the  First  and  Ninth  Corps,  making  a  detour  to  the 
i**-lit,  reached  Frederick,  bevond  which  the  Union  eavalrv  was 
1  j-eadv  skirmishing  with  the  retiring  enemy.    Near  nightfall  of  the 
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13th  the  order  to  advance  was  received  and  late  into  the  night  the 
weary  men  clambered  over  Catoctin  mountain,  descending  into  the 
valley  near  Middletown  where  a  halt  was  ordered.  Until  2  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  they  lounged  idly  about  the  bivouac  looking  curiously 
at  the  blue  slopes  of  South  Mountain  to  the  west  and  little  dreaming 
of  the  stern  conflict  its  rough  bights  held  for  them. 

Suddenly  came  the  order  to  "fall  in"  and  away  went  the  brigade 
across  the  fields,  fording  streams  over  which  the  bridges  had  been 
destroyed,  stopping  now  to  load  their  guns,  then  forward  at  the 
double  quick  past  Union  batteries  near  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 
hurling  shot  and  shell  savagely  up  the  slopes,  while  the  fierce  mus- 
ketry fire  above  could  be  heard.  The  men  of  the  Thirty -fifth  halted 
to  throw  off  their  knapsacks,  which  they  never  saw  again,  fixed 
bayonets,  and  then  went  scrambling  up  the  hill  through  the  thick 
woods,  around  rocks  and  over  fallen  trees  until  a  cross  road  was 
reached,  where  the  dead  and  wounded,  friend  and  foe,  were  lying. 
Forming  line  along  the  road  which  led  over  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
the  regiment  advanced  into  the  forest  in  front,  the  men  forcing 
their  way  through  the  tangled  undergrowth  for  some  distance,  but 
finding  no  signs  of  the  enemy,  returned  to  the  little  field  where  the 
rest  of  the  brigade  had  been  left  in  line  of  battle.  There  the  scat- 
tered regiment  was  collected  and  formed,  but  before  its  line  was 
completed,  just  at  dusk,  a  fierce  musket  fire  broke  from  the  forest 
through  which  the  command  had  recently  charged,  killing  or  wound- 
ing a  number  of  the  Thirty-fifth,  among  the  rest  Colonel  Wild,  who 
lost  an  arm.  It  was  at  this  time  that  General  Reno  was  killed. 
Some  of  the  men  returned  the  fire,  but  this  was  quickly  checked  and 
the  brigade  moved  back  out  of  range  into  a  convenient  piece  of 
woods.  The  enemy  did  not  follow,  contenting  themselves  with 
maintaining  a  scattering  fire  for  a  time,  and  the  morning  showed 
that  they  had  retreated  to  the  Confederate  main  body.  The  loss  of 
the  regiment  at  this  time  was  Lieutenant  Williams  mortally  wounded, 
five  men  killed  and  nearly  20  wounded.  Colonel  Wild,  whose  left 
arm  was  amputated  at  the  shoulder,  was  incapacitated  for  further 
service  with  the  regiment,  though  afterward  commissioned  brigadier 
general  and  serving  his  country  faithfully. 

The  regiment  remained  on  the  scene  of  action  until  2  o'clock  the 
next  afternoon  when,  General  Cox  having  taken  temporary  command 
of  the  corps,  the  march  was  resumed  and  that  evening  the  banks  of 
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the  Antietam  were  readied.    Halting  first  at  the  right,  the  brigade 
was  then  moved  to  the  left  of  the  Union  position,  bivouacking  in  a 
corn  field,  where  it  remained  all  night  and  the  following  day.  At 
sunset  it  took  position  near  what  was  afterward  known  as  u  Burn- 
side's  Bridge."    Early  in  the  morning  the  roar  of  battle  was  heard 
from  the  right,  but  it  was  not  till  10  o'clock  that  the  regiment  was 
ordered  under  arms,  moving  still  nearer  to  the  bridge.  Repeated 
efforts  to  secure  the  crossing  had  failed  and  about  noon  Colonel  Fer- 
rero  was  ordered  to  force  a  passage,  the  plan  being  for  the  three 
older  regiments  to  seize  and  hold  the  bridge,  while  the  Thirty -fifth 
charged  across  and  advanced  up  the  hill  in  line  of  battle  to  clear 
away  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity.    Company  A  was  detached  and 
joined  the  Twenty-first  Regiment,  which  was  firing  across  the  river, 
while  the  others,  as  soon  as  the  Fifty-first  Pennsylvania  followed 
by  the  Fifty-first  New  York  had  obtained  possession  of  the  bridge, 
clashed  across,  filed  into  the  road  to  the  right  on  the  opposite  bank, 
halted  for  a  moment  and  then  swept  up  the  steep  slope  to  the  crest 
of  the  hill,  moving  some  distance  by  the  right  flank  to  the  most 
commanding  position  in  the  vicinity.    Here  a  severe  artillery  fire 
was  encountered,  and  as  no  supports  came,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Car- 
rtith  ordered  the  regiment  back  under  cover  of  the  crest,  the  move- 
ment being  made  under  fire  from  Union  batteries  that  mistook  the 
maneuver  for  a  Confederate  advance.    There  the  regiment  remained 
for  some  hours  while  the  Union  troops  moved  past  to  the  front,  en- 
countered the  enemy's  reinforcements,  were  broken  and  driven  back. 
Finally  it  became  necessary  to  interpose  some  force  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  falling  upon  the  broken  commands  striving  to  retreat 
icross  the  bridge,  and  General  Cox,  seeing  the  firm  line  of  the 
I'll  irty-fifth,  ordered  the  regiment  sent  over  the  hill. 

Moving  some  distance  by  the  left  flank,  the  command  faced  to  the 
rout  with  a  cheer  and  at  the  double-quick  went  over  the  hill  and 
own  the  slope  into  the  valley  beyond.  Reaching  a  rail  fence,  the 
rie  halted  and  opened  fire  upon  the  advancing  enemy.  Hostile 
arteries  crowned  the  hills  above,  and  at  once  turned  their  fire 
poii  the  Thirty-fifth.  Shot,  shell  and  bullets  swept  like  a  hurricane 
!  j*ough  and  over  the  exposed  regiment,  the  longer  lines  of  the  enemy 
ving  them  a  cross-fire,  and  men  were  constantly  falling;  but  the 
a  ve  fellows  bent  their  energies  to  loading  and  firing  as  rapidly  as 
ssible,  little  heeding  the  thinning  of  their  line,  and  expecting  rein- 
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forcements,  or  the  order  to  retire.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carruth  was 
shot  through  the  neck  and  carried  from  the  field.  Captain  King  suc- 
ceeded to  the  command  and  walking  along  the  line  encouraged  the 
men  till  he  wras  wounded  in  seven  places  and  carried  to  the  rear. 
The  last  cartridge  had  heen  fired,  the  boxes  of  the  dead  and  wounded 
had  been  emptied;  only  two  captains  and  half  a  dozen  lieutenants 
remained  unhurt;  Captain  Bartlctt  was  killed;  Captain  Niles  and 
Lieutenant  Palmer  were  mortally  wounded.  Not  a  field  or  staff 
officer  was  left  on  duty,  except  Adjutant  Wales,  who  had  been  hit 
but  not  disabled,  and  reluctantly  the  order  was  whispered  along  the 
line  to  fall  back  over  the  hill  as  rapidly  as  possible.  This  was  done, 
and  as  the  fragments  of  the  regiment  gathered  it  was  seen  how 
terrible  had  been  the  loss:  69 ; had  been  killed,  150  wounded,  and 
some  were  missing;  there  were  not  300  for  duty,  of  the  1,000  who 
had  left  camp  in  Massachusetts  less  than  a  month  before. 

Behind  the  hills  on  the  west  side  of  the  Antictam  the  regiment 
remained  that  night  and  the  following  day  till  evening,  when  it  re- 
crossed  the  stream,  stopped  fcr  one  night  and  then,  as  the  enemy 
had  retreated,  recrossed  the  bridge,  passed  over  the  battle-field 
and  moved  a  few  miles  to  the  southward,  near  the  Iron  Works, 
where  it  rested  for  a  week.  For  a  day  or  two  it  was  commanded 
by  Captain  Wright  of  the  Fifty-first  New  York ;  then  Captain  An- 
drews of  the  Thirty-fifth  took  charge,  and  on  the  21st  Major  Wil- 
lard,  who  had  been  detailed  to  secure  and  forward  the  camp,  equi- 
page left  on  Arlington  Hights,  returned  to  the  regiment.  On  the 
2Gth  the  Antictam  was  crossed  to  more  favorable  camping  grounds, 
where,  on  the  3d  of  October,  the  corps  was  reviewed  by  President 
Lincoln,  General  McClellan  and  other  officers.  Camp  was  broken 
again  on  the  7th,  the  regiment  climbing  the  mountains  and  encamp- 
ing in  Pleasant  Valley  a  few  miles  from  Harper's  Ferry.  A  few 
days  later  the  Eleventh  New  Hampshire  joined  the  brigade.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Carruth  returned  on  the  13th,  the  slightly  wounded 
and  convalescent  came  back  gradually,  much  attention  was  given 
to  drill  and  discipline,  and  the  regiment  gradually  grew  again  into 
an  efficient  body. 

Orders  for  the  march  into  Virginia  came  on  the  27th.  The 
Potomac  was  crossed  at  Berlin,  the  brigade  being  among  the  first  to 
return  to  the  Virginia  side,  pushing  its  way  along  to  Wheatland, 
where  a  halt  of  a  few  days  was  made.    Then  on  the  cast  side  of 
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the  Blue  Ridge  the  column  moved  slowly  until  the  8th  of  November 
found  the  regiment  near  Thornton's  Gap.  A  heavy  snow  storm  on 
the  7th,  with  severe  cold,  was  followed  by  superabundant  mud  and 
very  short  rations,  and  in  the  midst  of  these  physical  discomforts 
came  the  news  that  General  McClellan  had  been  removed  from  the 
command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  was  succeeded  by  Gen- 
eral Burnside. 

From  this  point  the  brigade  crossed  the  Rappahannock  at  Mill- 
ville,  the  Thirty-fifth  and  the  Fifty-first  Pennsylvania  being  sent  to 
Amissville,  where  they  found  themselves  quite  near  the  enemy's 
outposts.   Some  skirmishing  ensued  and  on  the  night  of  the  11th 
after  midnight  the  brigade  recrossed  the  river  just  in  time  to  escape 
surprise  by  Stuart's  cavalry.    A  day  or  two  later  the  lieutenant 
colonel  and  adjutant  of  the  regiment  visited  a  house  on  the  south 
side  of  the  stream  in  search  of  food  and  were  captured  by  a  scout- 
ing party  of  the  enemy.    As  soon  as  the  fact  became  known,  the 
Thirty -fifth  crossed  the  river  and  skirmished  over  the  region  of  the 
exploit  but  found  no  trace  of  their  missing  commander  or  his  cap- 
fors.    The  Ninth  Corps  began  to  move  down  the  river  on  the  morn- 
ng  of  November  15,  the  Thirty -fifth  being  in  the  rear,  and  as  the 
column  passed  an  exposed  point  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  the  latter 
►pened  fire  upon  it  with  artillery,  which  provoked  a  response  in  kind, 
"he  Thirty-fifth  were  detached  to  support  the  Union  batteries,  and 
ere  posted  on  picket  that  night  at  Lawson's  Ford.    Next  day  the 
rigade  was  rejoined  at  Fayetteville,  the  march  continued  to  War- 
mton  Junction  and  thence  to  Falmouth  which  was  reached  on  the 
*th,  the  brigade  encamping  near  the  Phillips  House  where  it  passed 
iianksgiving  day,  the  27th,  and  with  one  or  two  changes  of  position 
mained  till  the  4th  of  December.    The  regiment  was  then  ordered 
me  three  miles  down  the  river  to  support  a  battery,  where  it  re- 
ained  until  the  opening  of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  when, 
inhering  370  all  told,  it  was  roused  at  3  o'clock  on  the  morning 
the  11th  of  December  with  orders  to  rejoin  the  brigade. 
Tli is  done  it  awaited  the  completion  of  the  bridges  opposite  the 
y,  and  as  these  were  delayed  by  the  opposition  of  the  rebels,  and 
rossing  in  force  was  postponed  till  next  day,  the  Thirty-fifth  were 
nit  dusk  ordered  back  to  the  battery.    Plodding  through  the 
d,  the  position  was  reached  and  arms  were  stacked,  when  another 
or  was  received  to  rejoin  the  brigade.    This  time  it  was  found 
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with  difficulty,  owing  to  the  changes  that  had  been  made,  but  no 
sooner  was  it  readied  than  the  order  was  repeated  to  return  to  the 
battery.  Back  the  weary  fellows  went,  dropped  in  the  mud  near 
the  great  guns,  and  passed  the  few  remaining  hours  of  the  night. 
In  the  morning  the  command  marched  by  the  river  road  to  the 
upper  bridges  and  rejoined  the  brigade,  lying  on  the  bank  just  above 
sheltered  from  the  enemy's  artillery  till  morning  of  the  13th,  moving 
occasionally  a  little  distance  at  a  time,  through  the  city  toward  the 
railroad  track.  One  o'clock  signaled  its  call  to  duty.  Ferrero's 
brigade  was  ordered  into  action  and  at  the  word  Major  Willard,  the 
regiment's  commander  and  the  impersonation  of  soldierly  qualities, 
led  the  line  against  the  enemy.  The  movement  was  greeted  by  a 
severe  fire  from  the  Confederate  artillery  and  infantry,  and  the 
major  was  among  the  first  to  fall.  The  regiment  kept  on  its  way 
past  a  little  cottage  which  broke  its  formation,  and  beyond  it  to  a 
slight  ridge,  aff  ording  partial  protection  from  the  hostile  fire.  There 
the  rest  of  the  brigade  were  found  and  the  Thirty-fifth  joined  them, 
opening  fire  upon  the  enemy's  works  a  few  hundred  yards  in  front. 
They  were  opposite  the  south  end  of  Marye's  Hill  forming  the  left 
of  that  part  of  the  Federal  line,  so  that  in  addition  to  the  fire  from 
the  front,  they  were  exposed  to  artillery  on  the  flank. 

Firing  steadily  for  an  hour  the  command  exhausted  its  ammuni- 
tion and  drew  back  from  the  ridge  giving  place  to  other  troops  which 
had  come  up  in  the  rear,  and  after  dark  Captain  Andrews  led  the 
regiment  back  toward  the  river.  It  had  lost  10  killed  and  some  CO 
wounded,  among  the  former  being  Major  Willard  and  First  Lieu- 
tenant William  Hill.  Resting  until  dusk  on  the  14th,  the  brigade 
then  received  orders  to  fall  in,  marched  through  the  city,  as  before, 
to  the  railroad  station  and  again  took  position  along  the  fatal  ridge. 
There  it  remained  for  28  hours,  behind  a  little  intrenchment  thrown 
up  in  the  darkness,  exposed  to  the  fire  of  Southern  sharp-shooter* 
to  which  the  men  were  not  allowed  to  reply.  Finally,  about  mid- 
night of  the  15th,  it  quietly  withdrew,  recrossed  the  river  and 
marched  back  to  its  old  camp  behind  the  battery,  where  the  mm 
slept  the  sleep  of  exhaustion. 

The  regiment  parted  company  with  the  battery  on  the  morning 
of  the  17th  and  went  into  permanent  camp  with  the  brigade  near 
the  Phillips  House.  There  it  remained  through  the  month  of  Jan- 
uary, having  no  part  in  the  "Mud  March,"  as  its  camp  was  in  view 
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of  the  Confederates  on  the  opposite  hights.    When  General  Hooker 
took  command  of  the  army,  General  Sedgwick  was  for  a  few  days 
assumed  to  the  command  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  being  very  soon  suc- 
ceeded by  General  W.  F.  Smith,  and  he  in  turn  relieved  in  February 
by  General  Parke.    On  the  Oth  of  February  the  regiment  went  to 
Acquia  Creek,  where  it  boarded  the  steamer  Louisiana,  which  with 
two  scbooncrs  in  tow  moved  the  brigade  to  Newport  News,  outside 
the  intrenchmcnts  of  which  camp  was  made  in  brigade  line.  There 
the  regiment  remained  for  six  weeks,  during  which  time  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Carruth  and  Adjutant  Wales,  having  been  exchanged,  re- 
turned, the  former  taking  command,  and  Captain  King  was  com- 
missioned major. 

Orders  came  on  the  25th  of  March  for  two  divisions  of  the  corps 
to  join  their  former  commander,  General  Burnside,  then  command- 
ing the  Department  of  the  Ohio,  and  on  the  26th  the  regiment  on 
the  steamer  John  Brooks  sailed  up  Chesapeake  Bay.    Landing  at 
Baltimore,  cars  were  taken  by  way  of  Harrisburg,  Pittsburg,  Colum- 
bus and  Cincinnati  to  Covington,  Kw,  which  was  reached  on  the 
30th.    The  Second  Division  bcin<r  ordered  to  dutv  in  Eastern  Ken- 
tucky,  went  by  rail  April  1  to  Paris,  and  two  days  later  marched  to 
3Iount  Sterling,  22  miles  distant.    There  the  regiment  stopped  some 
two  weeks,  during  which  time  Major  King,  returning  from  a  visit 
to  Boston,  brought  a  national  flag — the  Stars  and  Stripes, — pre- 
sented bv  Colonel  Wild.    The  rccriment  marched  to  Winchester  on 
the  17th  of  April,  where  it  remained  for  two  weeks.    Colonel  Wild 
having  been  promoted  to  brigadier  general,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Car- 
ruth was  commissioned  colonel,  and  manv  other  changes  occurred 
n  the  roster  of  officers.    Colonel  Hartranft  of  the  Fifty-first  Penn- 
sylvania commanded  the  brigade.    From  the  4th  to  the  10th  of  May 
he  regiment  marched  daily  some  15  miles,  encamping  finally  at 
Lancaster  on  the  Kentucky  river.    The  brigade  marched  to  Crab 
>rcliard  on  the  23d  and  thence  to  Stanford,  a  dozen  miles  further, 
'here  troops  were  being  concentrated  for  an  advance  into  Eastern 
'ennessee.    While  there  a  slave  auction  was  witnessed,  a  strange 
rid  shocking  spectacle  to  the  men  of  Massachusetts.    General  Fer- 
•ro  now  resumed  command  of  the  brigade,  and  on  the  3d  of  June, 
li  ile   the  regiment  was  on  battalion  drill,  it  received  orders  to 
Pack   up  and  fall  in,  immediately ! "  to  march  for  the  reinforce- 
cnt  of  General  Grant  at  Vicksburg.    It  marched  directly,  reaching 
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Nicholasville  the  next  afternoon,  having  made  34  miles  in  22  hours. 
Cars  were  there  taken  for  Cincinnati,  thence  through  Indiana  to 
Cairo,  where  the  two  divisions  under  General  Parke  were  packed 
upon  11  steamers  and  started  down  the  river.  Sherman's  Landing 
below  Young's  Point  was  reached  on  the  14th,  where  the  troops  dis- 
embarked on  the  western  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  marched  south- 
ward through  the  swamps  to  a  point  below  Vicksburg,  and  some 
had  already  embarked  to  cross  the  river  when  orders  were  received 
to  return  to  Sherman's  Landing.  The  force  had  been  assigned  to 
General  Sherman's  command,  the  left  wing  of  Grant's  army,  which 
was  facing  to  the  rear  to  guard  against  the  force  under  Confederate 
General  J.  E.  Johnston,  who  was  seeking  to  raise  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg. Landing  at  Haines  Bluff  and  proceeding  some  five  miles 
inland  to  Milldale,  the  regiment  went  into  camp. 

On  the  29th  the  shitting  of  the  lines  moved  the  Thirty-fifth  to 
Rock  Ridge,  some  eight  miles  southeast,  where  they  remained  till 
the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  on  the  4th  of  July.  Simultaneously  with 
the  news  of  that  event  came  orders  to  General  Sherman  to  advance 
eastward  against  Johnston,  and  at  6  o'clock  the  column  was  under 
wav.  It  waited  for  two  davs  at  Bird  song  Ferrv  on  the  Big  Black 
river  while  a  bridge  was  being  constructed,  but  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  7th  the  river  was  crossed  and  the  men  marched  during  the 
afternoon  and  night  through  a  most  terrific  thunder  storm.  Second 
Lieutenant  Massena  B.  Hawes  of  Stoughton,  acting  quartermaster, 
was  killed  by  a  falling  bough  while  sitting  in  a  wagon.  The  storm 
soon  rendered  the  roads  impassable  to  artillery,  but  about  noon  of 
the  following  day  the  march  was  taken  up,  the  infantry  plodding 
through  cornfields  and  by-roads  until  evening  of  the  10th  found 
them  in  line  of  battle  north  of  Jackson,  to  which  city  General  John- 
ston had  retreated.  The  Federal  army  maneuvered  for  position  next 
morning,  pressing  close  to  the  Confederate  lines.  The  day  was  in- 
tensely hot  and  many  were  sun-struck,  Colonel  Carruth,  among 
others,  being  taken  to  the  hospital.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mitchell  of 
the  Fifty-first  New  York  took  command  of  the  regiment.  Until 
the  17th  much  of  the  time  of  the  command  was  passed  on  the  skir- 
mish line.  At  dawn  of  that  day  the  rumor  was  circulated  that  the 
city  was  being  evacuated.  The  regiment  was  at  once  ordered  to 
rally  and  advance  into  the  city,  which  it  did  without  opposition 
and  its  colors  were  unfurled  on  the  State  House,  Adjutant  Wales 
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hauling  down  the  Confederate  flag  which  had  been  left  flying.  More 
than  150  of  the  enemy  were  captured  by  the  Thirty-fifth  while  try- 
ing to  make  their  escape.  The  loss  in  the  regiment  during  the  siege 
had  been  two  killed  and  eight  wounded. 

The  mission  of  the  Ninth  Corps  to  Mississippi  having  been  ac- 
complished, it  retraced  its  steps  toward  Vicksburg  by  forced 
marches,  the  Thirty-fifth  reaching  their  old  camp  at  Milldale  on  the 
23d,  where  they  waited  until  the  0th  of  August  for  transportation 
back  to  Kentucky.    During  this  time  there  was  much  suffering  from 
malarial  fevers.    Taking  the  steamer  Planter,  the  brigade  reached 
Cairo  on  the  12th,  took  cars  to  Cincinnati,  crossed  the  river  to  Cov- 
ington and  went  into  camp  on  the  loth.    After  two  or  three  days' 
iest  the  regiment  was  selected  to  accompany  a  large  wagon  train  to 
Hickman's  Bridge,  marching  incessantly  for  a  week,  passing  through 
Lexington  to  Nicholasville  and  going  into  camp  a  few  miles  beyond. 
Adjutant  Wales,  who  had  been  commissioned  major,  now  took  com- 
mand of  the  regiment.    The  new  quarters  were  christened  "  Camp 
Parke,"  and  while  there  the  regiment  was  visited  by  Colonel  Car- 
ruth,  who  was  presented  with  an  elegant  sword  and  belt,  but  was 
still  too  ill  to  return  to  duty.    Lieutenant  Colonel  King,  on  detached 
service  at  Lexington,  also  visited  the  command. 

The  corps  was  ordered  on  the  7th  of  September  to  join  General 
llurnside  in  Tennessee,  but  on  General  Griftin,  who  commanded  the 
division,  reporting  that  he  had  not  over  2,000  men  fit  for  duty,  as 
a  result  of  recent  campaigns,  the  regiments  were  distributed  at  dif- 
ferent points  in  Kentucky  for  further  recuperation, — the  Thirty-fifth 
troing  to  Crab  Orchard,  where  it  went  into  camp  on  the  11th,  on  the 
15th  moved  to  the  fair  grounds,  and  on  the  30th,  with  the  Fifty-first 
Pennsylvania,  set  out  over  the  mountains  southward,  the  men  carry- 
ing eight  days'  rations.    Major  Wales  being  absent  the  regiment, 
consisting  of  about  150  all  told,  was  commanded  by  Captain  Blan- 
c-hard.   Camp  was  made  near  Loudon  on  the  ">th  of  October  where 
the  command  rested  till  the  10th.  marching  on  the  three  days  follow- 
ing to  t  he  Fords  of  the  Cumberland.    On  the  morning  of  the  19th  the 
suburbs  of  Knoxville  were  reached,  after  a  inarch  of  140  miles  over 
he  roughest  of  roads,  a  snow-storm  being  encountered  on  the  way. 

The  regiment  entered  the  city  on  the  evening  of  the  22d,  and 
vaitcd  about  the  station  till  the  next  afternoon,  when,  in  box  cars 
nd   through  a  driving  rain  storm,  it  moved  slowly  down  to  the 
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Tennessee  river  opposite  London,  to  meet  and  retard  the  advance 
of  Longstrcet  upon  Knoxville.  On  the  24th  it  fell  hack  some  six 
miles  to  Lenoir's  Station  where  for  three  weeks  it  awaited  the 
enemy.  Very  early  on  the  loth  of  November  the  brigade  was  ad- 
vanced again  to  Loudon,  the  division  being  so  disposed  as  to  cover 
the  concentration  of  Burnside's  forces  near  Knoxville.  Constant 
skirmishing  and  maneuvering  followed  till  the  morning  of  the  17th 
when  the  dispositions  at  Knoxville  were  completed  and  the  column 
entered  the  city,  the  regiment  having  lost  several  slightly  wounded. 
The  division  took  position  facing  nearly  northward  between  First 
Creek  and  Second  Creek,  the  Thirty-fifth  on  the  right  next  the  mill 
on  First  Creek.  The  position  was  quickly  and  strongly  intrenched, 
a  great  part  of  the  work  being  done  by  citizens  and  especially  by 
the  negroes,  while  the  weary  soldiers  rested  and  prepared  to  resist 
the  siege  operations  of  Longstreet,  which  had  already  begun.  The 
siege  lasted  till  the  4th  of  December,  but  though  the  Thirty-fifth 
were  almost  constantly  on  duty  they  were  not  severely  engaged.  On 
the  24th  of  November  and  again  on  the  29th  the  command  assisted 
in  driving  the  enemy  back  from  the  Union  skirmish  line,  losing  two 
or  three  killed  and  captured.  The  brigade  marched  four  miles  on 
the  Cumberland  Gap  road  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  December, 
finding  no  enemy,  and  on  the  7th  the  Ninth  Corps,  with  part  of  the 
Twenty-third,  started  in  pursuit  of  Longstrcet.  They  halted  on  the 
9th  near  Rutledge,  having  marched  33  miles,  and  watched  Long- 
street's  troops  a  few  miles  ahead.  After  a  few  days  the  regiment 
fell  back  six  miles  to  Blain's  Cross  Roads  where  a  camp  was  laid 
out  and  the  men  received  their  knapsacks  and  baggage,  which  were 
much  needed. 

The  camp  was  occupied  till  the  middle  of  January,  1864.  During 
much  of  the  time  nations  were  very  short,  corn  in  the  ear  being 
issued  and  considered  a  luxury.  Very  many  were  bare-footed,  but 
after  the  ground  was  covered  with  snow  moccasins  were  made  by 
the  men  from  single  pieces  of  green  hide,  no  other  foot-wear  being 
obtainable.  Marching  orders  were  received  on  the  16th  of  January 
and  the  troops  began  to  concentrate  toward  Knoxville,  which  Long- 
street  was  again  threatening.  At  this  time  the  Second  Division 
consisted  of  only  three  regiments,  the  others  having  re-enlisted  and 
gone  home  on  furlough.  Passing  through  Knoxville  on  the  24th, 
the  regiment  went  into  camp  five  miles  south  on  a  pleasant  slope 
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where  with  the  exception  of  short  rations,  which  marked  the  entire 
service  in  Tennessee,  its  situation  proved  very  satisfactory.  During 
the  entire  winter  the  health  of  the  command  was  exceptionally  good, 
notwithstanding  manifold  hardships. 

Camp  w;is  moved  nearer  to  the  city  on  the  15th  of  February,  on 
the  2:M  Colonel  Carruth  reported  for  service,  taking  command  of 
the  brigade,  and  on  the  24th  a  march  was  begun  toward  Morris- 
town,  which  had  been  General  Longstreet's  head-quarters  during  the 
winter.   In  that  vicinity  the  regiment  remained  until  the  17th  of 
March,  when  the  remnants  of  the  Ninth  Corps  bade  adieu  to  their 
comrades  of  the  Fourth  and  Twenty-third  Corps,  and  in  11  days 
marched  170  miles  over  the  rough  and  .  muddy  mountain  roads  to 
Covington.    From  Cincinnati,  on  the  afternoon  of  April  1,  cars 
were  taken  to  Baltimore,  the  regiment  going  thence  to  Annapolis 
by  steamer,  and  on  the  8th  encamping  two  miles  from  the  town 
where  the  Ninth  Corps  was  being  reorganized  under  its  old  com- 
mander, General  Bumside. 

The  Thirty-fifth  now  became  a  part  of  the  First  Brigade,  First 
division,  the  other  regiments  being  the  Fifth-sixth,  Fifty-seventh 
nd  Fifty -ninth  Massachusetts  Veterans,  the  Fourth  and  Tenth 
'nited  States  Regulars.  Major  Wales  commanded  the  regiment, 
'olonel  Carruth  the  brigade  and  General  T.  G.  Stevenson  the  divis- 
>n.  Camp  was  broken  on  the  23d,  the  corps  marching  to  Wash- 
l.irton,  passing  through  the  city  and  over  Long  Bridge,  to  Alexan- 
ria,  which  it  left  on  the  27th,  marching  by  way  of  Fairfax  Court 
ouse  and  Bristoe  to  Bealton  Station,  which  was  reached  on  the 
)th.  There  a  halt  was  made  till  the  morning  of  May  4  when  the 
arch  to  the  Wilderness  by  way  of  Ely's  Ford  on  the  Bapidan  be- 
n.  The  regiment  was  detailed  on  the  5th  to  guard  the  supply 
lin  of  the  division  and  thus  was  not  engaged  in  the  opening  bat- 
s  of  Grant's  campaign.  Major  Wales,  having  resigned,  returned 
Massachusetts  with  the  body  of  General  Stevenson,  killed  at 
jttsylvania,  and  Captain  Blanchard  commanded  the  regiment 
j]  the  loth,  when  Captain  Park  returned  from  detached  service 
[ventucky  and  took  command. 

'lie  regiment  was  returned  to  its  brigade  on  the  17th,  finding  it 
er  command  of  General  J.  II.  Ledlic,  Colonel  Carruth  having 
e  to  the  hospital.  It  had  part  in  the  disastrous  attack  of  the 
on  army  on  the  Confederate  intrenchments  the  following  day, 
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losing  five  men  killed  and  17  wounded.  On  the  19th  the  division 
was  moved  to  the  left  and  the  regiment  as  skirmishers  located  the 
position  of  the  enemy.  Then  followed  the  movement  to  the  North 
Anna,  where  on  the  25th  the  First  Brigade  forded  the  river  and 
with  the  Thirty-fifth  as  skirmishers  at  once  began  the  attack.  In 
the  stubborn  fight  which  followed  the  regiment  lost  six  wounded 
and  eight  captured. 

The  command  was  detailed  next  day  as  engineer  corps  for  the 
division,  an  honorable  selection  but  one  which  involved  double  dutv, 
since,  although  placed  under  the  orders  of  Major  Morton,  chief 
engineer  of  the  corps,  it  was  not  relieved  from  duty  as  a  part  of  the 
First  Brigade.  The  march  to  the  Pamunkey  began  on  the  26th, 
each  man'  delivering  his  knapsack  to  the  wagons  and  carrying  in- 
stead a  pick,  a  shovel  or  an  ax.  Reaching  Hawes's  Shop,  the  newly- 
made  engineers  began  duty  by  building  a  line  of  intrenchments.  but 
before  they  were  completed  the  army  had  advanced  beyond  them  so 
that  the  labor  was  thrown  away.  For  two  weeks,  during  the  opera- 
tions about  Cold  Harbor,  the  regiment  was  incessantlv  on  dutv 
constructing  works  of  every  kind,  often  under  fire,  and  having 
several  men  wounded. 

The  movement  to  Petersburg  began  on  the  12th,  and  late  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  16th  a  halt  was  made  within  two  miles  of 
the  citv.  General  Ledlie  had  now  taken  command  of  the  division 
and  in  the  fighting  of  the  next  day  Major  Morton  commanding  the 
engineers  was  killed.  That  night  the  regiment  began  changing  the 
faces  of  the  captured  Confederate  works,  and  thenceforth  in  build- 
ing bridges,  cutting  roads,  erecting  forts,  rifle  pits,  lunettes,  burying 
the  dead  and  like  duties  of  infinite  variety,  the  long  months  of  that 
terrible  summer  passed.  During  this  time  considerable  numbers  of 
recruits  were  received  and  the  loss  of  the  regiment  went  steadily  on. 
much  of  the  work  having  to  be  done  under  fire  from  the  Confederate 
sharp-shooters.  On  the  1st  of  July  the  Thirty-fifth  again  lost  their 
commanding  officer,  Captain  Park,  who  received  a  wound  in  the 
arm,  apparently  not  serious,  but  which,  from  his  enfeebled  condition, 
caused  his  death  at  his  Koxbury  home  six  weeks  later,  after  he  had. 
at  the  special  request  of  General  Burnside,  received  a  commission 
as  major.  Captain  Blanchard  succeeded  him  and  on  the  23d  of 
July  General  Bartlett,  promoted  from  colonel  of  the  Fifty-seventh 
Regiment,  took  command  of  the  brigade. 
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At  the  explosion  of  the  mine  on  the  30th  of  July,  the  regiment 
followed  its  brigade  and  immediately  began  changing  the  fortifica- 
tions about  the  crater  to  face  in  the  other  direction.    Scarcely  had 
the  work  begun  when  Captain  Blanchard  was  wounded  in  the 
shoulder  and  disabled.    The  officer  next  in  rank,  Lieutenant  Hatch, 
had  been  shot  through  both  legs  previously,  and  the  next,  First 
Lieutenant  Samuel  G.  Berrv  of  Lvnn,  was  killed.    Three  officers 
only  remained  and  under  their  direction  the  men  worked  with 
desperation  until  the  wounded  and  stragglers  accumulated  in  such 
numbers  that  it  was.  impossible  to  do  more.    Then  the  order  was 
given  to  retire  and  a  few  at  a  time  succeeded  in  running  back  to 
the  shelter  of  the  Federal  lines.    Of  160  taken  into  action,  12  had 
been  killed  and  34  wounded.    Captain  Ingell  took  command  of  what 
>vere  left  of  the  Thirty-fifth.    He  was  soon  obliged  to  go  to  the 
lospital  for  treatment  of  a  former  wound  and  Lieutenant  Farrington 
uceeeded  temporarily  to  the  command.    On  the  1st  of  August, 
nder  flag  of  truce,  the  regiment  assisted  in  burying  the  dead  lying 
etween  the  lines  and  then  the  old  routine  of  duty  was  resumed. 
The  regiment  rejoined  its  brigade  during  the  night  of  August  14, 
ad  marched  some  four  miles  to  the  left,  relieving  some  troops  of  the 
ifth  Corps.    Captain  Ingell  left  the  hospital,  where  on  account  of 
s  wound  he  had  been  selected  for  transfer  to  the  Veteran  Reserve 
ji'Jks,  to  take  command  of  the  Thirty-fifth.    On  the  18th,  the  Fifth 
>rps  moved  t6  the  left,  striking  the  Weldon  Railroad,  and  the  Ninth 
>rps  was  ordered  into  the  gap  between  the  Fifth  Corps  and  the 
:ablished  line.    The  movement  was  made  on  the  19th  and  as  the 
gade  went  forward  to  its  position  the  fighting  had  already  begun. 
a  Thirty-fifth  were  just  in  time  to  encounter  Colquitt's  Brigade 
Mahonc's  Division  which  was  charging  through  the  woods  upon 
flank  of  the  Union  lines.    The  regiment  opened  a  well-directed 
and  fought  steadily  for  half  an  hour  when  the  enemy  fell  back, 
ring  their  dead  and  wounded  and  many  prisoners,  two  men  of  the 
rty-fifth  capturing  and  taking  to  the  rear  13.  •  The  regiment 
er  did  better  service  than  during  that  trying  half-hour,  but  the 
was  great.    Captain  Ingell  and  First  Lieutenant  Austin  J. 
ite  of  Chelsea  were  mortally  wounded,  five  enlisted  men  were 
;d,  25  wounded  and  five  taken  prisoners.    The  close  of  the 
>n  left  the  regiment  with  two  officers  and  about  100  men  for 
These  few  assisted  in  intrenching  and  holding  the  new  line. 
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They  were  relieved  from  engineer  duty  about  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber, when  a  reorganization  of  the  corps  took  place.  The  Thirty-fifth 
were  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  its  fellow- 
regiments  of  the  brigade  being  the  Twenty-first,  Thirty-sixth  and 
Fifty -eighth  Massachusetts,  Fourth  and  Seventh  Rhode  Island,  Fifty- 
first  New  York,  Forty-fifth  and  Forty -eighth  Pennsylvania.  General 
Curtin  commanded  the  brigade  and  General  Potter  the  division. 
The  detached  officers  returned  to  the  regiment,  Captain  Hudson, 
commissioned  major,  taking  command,  and  there  also  came  as  re- 
cruits 385  German  and  French  substitutes  fresh  from  Euroj>e  and 
unable  to  speak  a  word  of  English>  These  were  distributed  among 
the  different  companies  and  great  efforts  made  to  teach  them  their 
duty  and  the  elements  of  the  English  language.  On  the  25th 
another  movement  to  the  left  took  place  in  co-operation  with  Gen- 
eral Butler's  assault  on  the  right,  and  on  the  30th  the  regiment 
marched  westward  to  Peebles  Farm.  There  it  formed  the  extreme 
left  and  was  still  moving  forward  when  fire  was  opened  upon  it 
from  front,  left  and  rear  simultaneously.  Composed  as  the  com- 
mand was,  resistance  was  out  of  the  question.  Those  who  could 
do  so  escaped,  formed  a  new  line  and  attempted  to  make  a  stand, 
but  in  a  few  moments  were  again  almost  surrounded  and  fell  back 
in  detached  fragments  as  best  they  could.  Ten  were  known  to  be 
killed  and  some  15  were  wounded  while  163  were  missing,  most  of 
whom  were  captured. 

A  permanent  position  was  taken  on  the  2d  of  October  at  the  point 
where  Forts  Welch  and  Fisher  were  afterward  built,  and  with  th<> 
exception  of  one  or  two  expeditions  to  the  left,  the  regiment  re- 
mained there  nearly  two  months.  During  that  time  the  Thirty-ninth 
New  Jerscv  and  One  Hundred  and  Seventv-ninth  New  York  were 
added  to  the  brigade.  After  a  quite  elaborate  celebration  of  Thanks- 
giving day  on  the  26th  of  November,  the  regiment  moved  back  to 
the  right,  taking  position  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Sedgwick,  where  with 
light  duty  thp  rest  of  the  year  was  passed.  Major  Hudson  was 
commissioned  lieutenant  colonel  in  January,  1865,  Captain  Mirick 
becoming  major.  The  regiment  relieved  the  Forty-eighth  Pennsyl- 
vania as  part  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Sedgwick  on  the  7th  of  March, 
and  this  unenviable  position  under  heavy  fire  day  and  night  was 
maintained  till  the  fall  of  Petersburg,  with  only  a  few  casualties 
from  the  hundreds  of  shells  thrown  into  the  fort  during  that  time. 
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Early  in  the  morning  of  April  2,  the  Ninth  Corps  charged  the 
vrorks  in  their  front,  made  a  lodgment  and  held  on  valiantly.  The 
Thirty-fifth,  nominally  remaining  as  garrison  of  Fort  Sedgwick, 
arere  really  occupied  during  the  day  in  carrying  ammunition  across 

0  their  comrades  who  were  stoutly  resisting  the  efforts  of  the  Con- 
edcrates  to  drive  them  back,  and  in  this  work  lost  three  killed  and 
tine  wounded.  The  next  day  Petersburg  was  found  to  have  been 
vacuated  and  the  regiment  at  once  joined  in  the  pursuit  of  Lee's 
rmy.  Burkesville  was  reached  late  at  night  on  the  6th  and  Farm- 
ille  on  the  10th,  where  the  news  of  Lee's  surrender  was  received, 
he  command  remained  there  for  ten  davs  when  the  return  march 
<ran.  Petersburg  was  reached  on  the  23d  and  on  the  20th  steamer 
as  taken  at  City  Point  for  Alexandria,  the  regiment  going  into 
nip  near  Fort  Lyon  on  the  29th  as  a  part  of  General  Parke's  gar- 
>on  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  On  the  22d  of  May  they  crossed 
e  river  into  Washington  and  the  following  day  took  part  in  the 
new  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Colonel  Carruth  commanding 
j  brigade  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hudson  the  regiment  of  318 
jskets.  About  250  recruits  with  11  ofiiccrs  were  transferred  to 
•  29th  Massachusetts  Regiment  on  the  9th  of  June  and  the  Thirty- 
h  were  mustered  out  of  the  national  service.  The  next  day, 
company  with  the  Seventh  Rhode  Island,  they  set  out  for  home, 
ng  by  rail  to  New  York  and  steamer  to  Providence,  where  they 
v  part  in  the  reception  of  the  Seventh  on  the  morning  of  the 
j,  thence  by  rail  to  Readville,  where  on  the  27th  the  men  were 

1  off  and  discharged. 
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HE  Thirty-sixth  Regiment  was  formed  at  Camp  John  E.  Wool 


on  the  Agricultural  fair-grounds  at  Worcester,  and  was  com- 


posed  principally  of  Worcester  county  men,  with  some  de- 
tachments from  neighboring  localities.  Captain  T.  L.  Barker  of 
Fitchburg  brought  into  camp  the  first  considerable  quota  for  the  new 
regiment,  on  the  1st  of  August,  1862,  the  Thirty-fourth  being  then 
practically  filled,  and  from  that  time  the  organizing  was  rapidly  car- 
ried forward.  Company  B  was  an  exception  in  regard  to  locality, 
having  been  formed  at  Charlestown  and  intended  as  a  flank  com- 
pany for  the  Thirty-fourth ;  but  permission  to  attach  to  that  organi- 
zation not  being  secured  it  formed  a  part  of  the  Thirty -sixth.  With 
the  exception  of  G,  H  and  K,  the  companies  were  made  up  from 
single  or  adjacent  towns,  the  three  named  being  composed  of  the 
various  smaller  detachments  reporting  to  the  rendezvous.  The 
muster  of  the  enlisted  men  was  completed  on  the  27th  of  August, 
and  the  officers,  who  had  been  commissioned  at  various  dates  in 
July  and  August,  but  mostly  on  the  22d  of  the  latter  month,  were 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  on  the  2d  of  September, 
when  the  regiment  was  under  orders  for  immediate  departure  to  the 
seat  of  war.  The  colonelcy  had  been  tendered  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
John  W.  Kimball  of  the  Fifteenth,  but  it  was  not  deemed  best  at 
that  time  to  separate  him  from  the  latter  organization,  and  the  ros- 
ter of  officers  of  the  Thirty-sixth  was  made  up  as  follows : — 

Colonel,  Ilenry  Bowman  of  Clinton;  lieutenant  colonel,  John  B. 
Norton  of  Charlestown;  major,  James  II.  Barker  of  Milford;  surgeon, 
James  P.  Prince  of  Lynn;  assistant  surgeons,  Warren  Tyler  of  >iortn 
Brookfield  and  Albert  H.  Bryant  of  Natick;  chaplain,  Charles  T. 
Can  field;  quartermaster,  Francis  B.  Kice,  both  of  Worcester;  sergeant 
major,  Henry  S.  Burrage  of  Roxbury;  (juartermaster  sergeant,  Joseph 
II.  Sawyer  of  Bolton;  commissary  sergeant,  Edward  F.  Emory  of 
Fitchburg;  hospital  steward,  William  H.  Blake  of  Lynn;  principal 
musician,  Alfred  Chaftin  of  Ilolden. 
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Company  A,  Fitchburg — Captain,  Thaddeus  L.  Barker;  first  lieu- 
tenant,  George  L.  (Jhipman;  second  lieutenant,  Joseph  A.  Marshall. 

Company  B,  Charlestown — Captain,  Albert  Prescott;  first  lieuten- 
ant, T.  Edward  Ames;  second  lieutenant,  P.  Marion  Holmes. 

Company  C,  Worcester — Captain,  Arthur  A.  Goodell;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Edwin  A.  Morse;  second  lieutenant,  Henry  W.  Daniels. 

Company  D — Captain,  Amos  Buffnm  ;  first  lieutenant,  Levi  N. 
Smith,  both  of  Templeton;  secoud  lieutenant,  John  C.  Cutter  of 
Wiuehcndon. 

Company  £ — Captain,  Stephen  C.  Warriner  of  Monson;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Robert  M.  Cross  of  Palmer;  second  lieutenant,  Julius  M. 
Tucker  of  Worcester. 

Company  F,  Milford — Captain,  William  F.  Draper;  first  lieutenant, 
his  W.  Holmes;  second  lieutenant,  Augustus  S.  Tuttle. 

Company  G — Captain,  S.  Henry  Bailey  of  Northboro;  first  lieuten- 
nt,  Edward  T.  Raymond  of  Worcester;  second  lieutenant  Henry  S. 
tobinson  of  Clinton. 

Company  H  —  Captain,  Christopher  Sawyer  o'f  Templeton;  first 
eutenant,  Joseph  W.  Gird  of  Fitchburg;  second  lieutenant,  William 
[.  Hodgkins  of  Charlestown. 

Company  I — Captain,  Christopher  S.  Hastings  of  Berlin;  first  lieu- 
>nant,  William  F.  Brigham  of  Marlboro;  second  lieutenant,  Frederick 
.  Sibley  of  Fitchburg. 

Company  K — Captain,  James  B.  Smith  of  Cambridge;  first  lieuten- 
it.  Austin  Davis  of  Oxford;  second  lieutenant,  Wilder  S.  Holbrook 
Sutton. 

No  appointment  of  adjutant  was  made  at  that  time,  the  position 
ing  filled  by  Lieutenant  Chipnian  of  Company  A.  A  fair  pro- 
rt ion  of  the  officers  had  already  seen  service  in  the  earlier  Massa- 
isctts  organizations,  Colonel  Bowman,  formerly  a  captain  in  the 
teenth  Regiment,  having  been  captured  at  Ball's  Bluff  and  but 
ently  exchanged.  He  had  been  commissioned  as  major  of  the 
irty-fourth,  but  had  not  joined  that  regiment  for  service.  Lieu- 
ant  Colonel  Norton  had  been  captain  in  the  Fifth  Regiment  at 
close  of  its  three-months'  service  in  1861. 

Colonel  Bowman  reached  Camp  Wool — which  was  in  charge  of 
onol  Ward — late  in  August,  and  on  the  30th  of  that  month  re- 
ed orders  to  have  his  command  in  readiness  to  set  out  for  the 
it  not  later  than  the  2d  of  September.  A  very  brief  furlough 
<riven  most  of  the  men,  and  on  the  day  appointed  Enfield  ritles 
i  issued,  the  mayor  of  Worcester  presented  a  line  national  ban- 
arid  at  noon  the  line  was  formed,  the  regiment  inarched  to 
Common  and  took  cars  for  Boston.  Thence,  in  company  with 
Twentieth  Maine,  it  went  on  board  the  large  ocean  steamer  Mer- 
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rimac  and  next  morning  set  sail  for  Alexandria.  There  the  Twen- 
tieth landed  on  the  6th;  the  day  following  the  Thirty-sixth  were 
transferred  to  the  City  of  Norwich  and  continued  up  the  Potomac 
to  Washington,  landing  near  the  Navy  Yard. 

For  two  days  the  regiment  bivouacked  near  the  Capitol,  when  it 
was  assigned  to  the  Ninth  Corps,  then  moving  northward  in  pursuit 
of  General  Lee's  invading  forces.  On  the  9th  Colonel  Bowman 
marched  his  command  to  Leesboro  to  report  to  General  Burnside, 
but  the  latter  was  no  longer  there  and  several  days  elapsed  before 
further  orders  could  be  secured,  though  on  the  12th  the  regiment 
was  marched  12  miles  to  Brookville.  Five  days  later  definite  in- 
telligence was  received  that  the  march  might  be  made  in  safety,  and 
the  column  pressed  forward  steadily  by  way  of  Frederick,  South 
Mountain  and  the  Burnside  bridge  across  the  Antietam,  through 
Sharpsburg,  encamping  near  the  head-quarters  of  General  Burnside, 
and  being  at  once  assigned  to  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division, 
Ninth  Corps.  The  division  was  commanded  by  General  0.  B.  Will- 
cox,  and  the  Brigade — which  in  addition  to  the  Thirty-sixth  con- 
sisted of  the  Forty-fifth  and  One  Hundredth  Pennsylvania — by 
Colonel  Thomas  Welsh. 

From  the  21st  to  the  26th  the  regiment  remained  there  in  camp 
constantly  expecting  orders  to  march,  but  it  was  not  till  the  26th 
that  the  order  came  for  changing  the  camp  to  the  vicinity  of  Antie- 
tam Iron  Works,  where  another  stop  was  made.  On  the  29th  a 
special  service  of  thanksgiving  was  held  in  recognition  of  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Union  arms  at  Antietam,  by  order  of  General  Willcox, 
in  which  the  entire  division  joined;  after  which  much  of  the  time 
was  given  up  to  inspections  and  reviews,  including  one  by  President 
Lincoln  and  General  McClellan  on  the  3d  of  October.  On  the  7th 
the  corps  marched  over  the  mountains  into  Pleasant  Valley,  en- 
camping some  ten  miles  from  Harper's  Ferry. 

During  dress  parade  of  the  11th  orders  came  to  the  brigade  for 
an  immediate  departure,  and  with  a  section  of  artillery  the  three 
regiments  marched  to  the  nearest  station  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
railroad.  The  Thirty-sixth  with  loaded  weapons  at  once  took  a 
train  of  platform  cars  which  was  in  waiting  and  rode  to  Frederick, 
reaching  the  city  about  midnight  and  resting  on  the  streets  till 
morning,  when  they  moved  to  a  field  on  the  edge  of  the  town  and 
later  to  a  position  on  the  Washington  road.    This  sudden  movement 
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was  caused  by  the  raid  of  Stuart's  cavalry  into  Pennsylvania,  around 
the  rear  of  the  Union  armv,  and  it  was  feared  that  an  attack  would 
be  made  upon  the  stores  collected  at  Frederick;  but  the  enemy, 
although  coming  within  a  few  miles,  had  no  wish  to  encounter  any 
considerable  force  of  McClellan's  soldiers  and  hurried  across  the 
Potomac  into  Virginia.'  This  fact  being  learned,  the  regiment  took 
cars  again  that  evening  in  a  drenching  rain  and  rode  to  Point  of 
Rocks,  where  three  companies  went  on  picket.    Next  morning  camp 
was  made  in  a  held  near  the  railroad,  where  the  command  remained 
till  the  1  ">tli,  when  it  was  ordered  back  to  Pleasant  Valley,  rejoining 
the  brigade  on  the  wav. 

The  Potomac  was  crossed  on  the  ponton  bridge  at  Berlin  on  the 
26th,  in  a  heavy  rain-storm,  and  the  corps  moved  steadily  forward 
ill  the  7th  of  November,  when  in  a  snow-storm  it  advanced  to  near 
Vaterloo,  halting  there  for  some  days.  As  there  was  difficulty  in 
etting  the  supply  trains  up,  the  entire  army  was  short  of  rations 
t  this  time,  so  that  the  encampment  he-came  known  among  the 
len  as  "Hungry  Hollow."  The  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
'otoniac  now  passed  from  General  McClellan  to  General  Burnside; 
ie  Ninth  Corps  was  placed  under  General  Willcox,  the  command 
the  First  Division  being  given  to  General  W.  W.  Burns.  The 
gimcnt  marched  on  the  15th  of  November  to  White  Sulphur 
»rings,  where  a  skirmish  was  in  progress,  and  formed  line  of  bat- 
: ;  but  no  engagement  resulted,  and  the  following  morning  the 
j  rcli  was  resumed,  continuing  steadily  till  the  19th,  when  camp 
:s  made  in  an  open  field  opposite  Fredericksburg.  The  encamp- 
nt  proving  verv  uncomfortable  owing  to  the  almost  incessant  rain 

I  t  »  O 

1  resulting  mud,  a  change  was  made  on  Thanksgiving  day,  the 
Ji,to  a  pine  woods,  where  the  regiment  was  comfortably  quartered 

the  preparations  for  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  were  completed, 
['he  Third  Brigade, under  Colonel  Leasure  of  the  One  Hundredth 
msylvania,  was  on  the  field  near  the  river  early  on  the  morning 

h<;  11th  of  December;  but  owing  to  the  opposition  by  the 
mv's  sharp-shooters,  delaying  the*  work  of  the  engineers  in  laying 
bridges,  it  was  not  till  morning  of  the  12th  that  the  Ninth  Corps 
in  to  cross  the  Rappahannock.  During  the  passage  of  the 
go  two  of  the  Thirty -sixth  were  wounded  by  the  artillery  fire  of 

neiiiy,  the  only  loss  of  the  regiment  in  the  battle.    During  the 

the  division  remained  near  the  river  below  the  city,  and  on  the 
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following  day  it  was  moved  still  further  to  the  left,  across  Hazel 
Run,  where  it  covered  the  Franklin  bridges,  the  regiment  going  to 
the  support  of  a  battery  at  night. 

The  result  uf  the  day's  fighting  having  been  very  disastrous  to  the 
Union  army.  General  Bnrnsidc  contemplated  forming  a  column  of 
attack  from  the  Ninth  Corps,  and  leading  it  in  person  against  the  Con- 
federate fortifications  the  next  morning,  Colonel  Leasure's  Brigade 
to  head  the  column.  In  pursuance  of  this  idea  the  One  Hundredth 
Pennsylvania  was  during  the  night  pushed  as  close  as  possible  to 
the  enemy,  and  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  were  placed  in 
support,  in  readiness  for  the  ordeal;  but  there  was  so  unanimous 
and  emphatic  protest  from  all  grades  of  officers  that  about  morn- 
ing General  Bu inside  abandoned  his  purpose.  The  corps  retired 
near  to  the  city  where  it  remained  during  the  14th,  returning  to  its 
former  position  at  night  and  staying  there  till  night  of  the  loth, 
when  the  brigade  moved  up  to  the  city  and  assisted  in  covering  the 
withdrawal  of  the  right  wing  of  the  Union  armv.  Tlie  Thirtv-sixth 
were  among  the  last  troops  to  cross  at  the  upper  bridges,  mak- 
ing their  way  back  to  the  camp  which  they  had  left  in  the  rear 
of  the  Phillips  house.  There  drill,  picket  and  other  camp  duties 
were  taken  up,  and  though  marching  orders  were  issued  occasion- 
ally, notably  at  the  time  of  the  "  mud  march"  fiasco,  the  men  stand- 
ing in  line  in  the  mud  and  storm  for  some  hours,  the  regiment  re- 
mained in  its  winter  quarters  till  the  order  came  separating  the 
corps  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

General  Willcox  returned  to  the  command  of  the  division  on  the 
8th  of  February,  1803,  and  on  the  10th  the  Thirty-sixth  received 
orders  for  immediate  departure.  Marching  to  the  railroad  station, 
cars  were  taken  for  Ac<]iiia  Creek,  and  that  evening  the  regiment 
went  aboard  the  steamer  South  America,  sailing  next  morning  for 
Newport  News.  On  reaching  its  destination,  two  or  three  days 
later,  it  encamped  on  a  bluff  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  landing, 
and  being  provided  with  A  tents  and  comfortably  located,  passed 
the  next  six  weeks  in  drill  and  camp  duty.  During  this  time.  Major 
Parker  having  resigned,  Captain  Goodell  was  commissioned  in  his 
stead,  and  at  the  review  of  the  corps  by  General  Pix,  commanding 
the  department,  on  the  25th,  he  first  commanded  the  regiment. 

Marching  orders  came  on  the  18th  of  March,  but  owing  to  a 
storm  the  regiment  did  not  move  till  the  22d,  when  on  the  steamers 
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Kennebec  and  Mary  Washington  it  sailed  for  Baltimore.  That  city 
was  reached  on  the  24th,  where  cars  were  in  waiting,  by  which  the 
command  set  out  that  evening  for  the  west,  going  via  Harper's 
Ferry  and  Piedmont  to  Parkcrsburg,  whence  on  the  steamer  Bos- 
tonia  the  journey  was  continued  by  the  Ohio  river.  Cincinnati  was 
reached  on  the  evening  of  the  27th,  the  river  was  crossed  to  Cov- 
ington the  following  day,  the  steamer  was  exchanged  for  cars,  and 
morning  of  the  29th  found  the  Thirty-sixth  at  Lexington,  Ky., 
where  they  encamped  in  a  fine  black-walnut  grove,  Colonel  Lcasure, 
lie  acting  brigadier,  taking  command  of  the  post.  The  regiment 
mssed  its  time  in  building  a  fort  in  the  vicinity  and  in  provost  duty 
u  the  city  till  the  5th  of  April,  when  at  evening  it  took  cars  for 
'ovington,  being  thus  placed  within  reach  in  case  of  trouble  at  the 
'ineinnati  elections  the  following  day.  Its  services  not  being  re- 
uired,  it  remained  encamped  near  Covington  during  the  day  and 

1  the  morning  of  the  7th  returned  to  camp  at  Lexington. 

The  brigade  received  marching  orders  the  following  morning, 
issed  through  Lexington  to  Nicholasville  and  on  the  next  day  to 
vantsville,  where  it  took  possession  of  Camp  Dick  Robinson,  from 
lich  General  Bragg  had  retreated  at  the  Federal  advance.  There 
the  13th  Brigadier  General  Thomas  Welsh  took  command  of  the 
Lsion.    On  the  20th  Colonel  Bowman  with  400  picked  men  set 
t  on  a  circuitous  march  by  way  of  Ilarrodsburg  and  Danville 
ich  occupied  two  days,  and  on  the  30th  the  brigade  again  broke 
up  ami  moved  southward,  halting  on  the  2d  of  May  at  Middle- 
ir,  where  it  remained  till  the  23d,  moving  thence  to  Columbia, 
r  which  it  encamped  on  the  morning  of  the  26th.    Next  day 
Thirty-sixth  with  the  One  Hundredth,  a  section  of  artillery  and 
jundron  of  cavalry,  set  forth  on  a  search  for  guerrillas,  returning 
•amp  on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  having  marched  47  miles  and 
urinir  in  25  captives. 

lie  brigade  was  reorganized  on  the  1st  of  June,  to  consist  of  the 
tv-sixth,  the  Fortv-lifth  Pennsvlvania,  the  Seventeenth  and 
nty-seventh  Michigan  Regiments,  Colonel  Bowman  still  corn- 
ding-.  That  night  the  regiment  marched  to  Jamestown,  on  the 
herland  river,  which  was  reached  at  daybreak  of  the  following 
linir,  in  time  to  prevent  Confederate  cavalry  from  occupying 
3wn.     They  had  just  driven  in  the  small  force  of  Union  cavalry 

2  place,  but  on  sighting  Companies  A  and  F  of  the  Thirty-sixth 
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deployed  as  skirmishers  beat  a  hasty  retreat.  At  noon  of  the  4th 
orders  were  received  to  march  at  once  for  Lebanon,  GO  miles  north- 
ward; and  though  the  heat  and  dust  wore  terrible  and  the  men 
heavily  loaded,  the  place  was  reached  at  noon  of  the  Gth — 48  hours 
after  the  receipt  of  the  orders.  The  Ninth  Corps  was  on  its  way 
to  reinforce  General  CI  rant  at  Yieksburg. 

Leaving  Lebanon  by  rail  on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  the  regi- 
ment, numbering  some  TOO  officers  and  men,  went  to  Louisville, 
crossed  the  Ohio  to  Jacksonville,  Ind.,  and  reached  Cairo  on  the 
9th.    There  it  went  aboard  the  steamer  Meteor  and  began  the  de- 

♦ 

scent  of  the  river,  halting  at  Memphis  for  three  days  till  the  trans- 
ports with  the  rest  of  the  division  came  down,  when  the  flotilla  of 
five  large  steameis  escorted  by  a  gun-boat,  running  by  day  and 
"tying  up"  at  night,  continued  the  journey,  being  fired  on  by  a 
party  of  guerrillas  from  the  shore  near  Columbus,  Ark.,  but  none 
of  the  Thirtv-sixth  being  hurt.  The  regiment  debarked  at  Snvder's 
Bluff  on  the  Yazoo  river  during  the  17th  and  marched  some  four 
miles  inland  to  a  magnolia  grove,  where  it  remained  till  the  -Oth, 
when  the  location  was  changed  to  a  cross  road  where  Purrell's  Bat- 
tery was  posted,  the  point  being  considered  an  important  one  in 
view  of  the  known  purpose  of  General  J.  E.  Johnston  to  come  upon 
the  rear  of  Grant's  army  and  raise  the  siege.  The  camp  of  the  regi- 
ment was  arranged  in  a  semi-circle  covering  the  road,  with  a  strong 
picket  posted  a  mile  in  advance,  all  being  strongly  fortified,  and  there 
the  Thirty-sixth  remained  till  the  fall  of  the  city.  Sickness  in  the 
regiment  rapidly  increased  owing  to  the  exposure  and  the  unfavorable 
surroundings,  there  being  some  cases  of  small-pox,  of  which  Second 
Lieutenant  William  L.  Howe  of  Orange  died  on  the  7th  of  July. 

The  surrender  of  Yieksburg  on  the  morning  of  July  4  was  no  sooner 
assured  than  General  Sherman,  of  whose  command  the  Ninth  Corps 
formed  a  part,  was  in  motion  in  search  of  Johnston's  threatening 
army.  On  receipt  of  the  information  the  outposts  were  called  in  and 
the  Thirtv-sixth  at  once  started  on  the  march  but  did  not  overtake 
the  brigade,  which  was  already  under  way,  till  the  following  day.  so 
rapid  was  the  movement  of  the  troops.  A  strong  bridge  was  con- 
structed over  the  Big  Black  river  at  Birdsongs  Ferry  on  the  Gth  by 
the  mechanics  of  the  Thirty-Sixth  and  other  regiments,  over  which 
the  army  passed,  and  then  the  march  was  kept  up  till  the  10th  with 
great  energy, — the  men  being  almost  entirely  without  rations  dtir- 
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ing  the  time.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  10th,  Jackson,  the  capital 
of  Mississippi,  was  sighted,  to  the  defenses  of  which  the  Confeder- 
ates had  retreated,  and  as  the  Union  army  emerged  from  the  woods 
within  view  of  the  town  it  formed  in  order  of  battle,  the  Thirty- 
sixth  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  connecting  with  the 
Sixteenth.  The  line  advanced  steadily  till  the  enemy's  main  position 
ivas  developed,  when  it  halted  for  the  night. 

Next  morning  the  advance  was  continued  till  the  main  body  of 
lie  foe,  strongly  intrenched,  was  encountered,  and  the  regiment  lay 
ill  day  under  a  heavy  tire;  but  the  only  loss  was  by  Company  F, 
fhich  in  going  upon  the  skirmish  line  had  two  members  killed  and 
ix  wounded.  From  this  time  on  the  regiment  remained  much  of  the 
ime  at  the  front  during  the  siege  operations  which  followed,  but 
•as  not  engaged  and  suffered  no  further  casualties.  On  the  night 
f  the  lGth  General  Johnston  evacuated  Jackson,  and  as  soon  as 
je  fact  was  known  the  Thirty-sixth,  with  other  regiments  of  the 
ivision,  marched  eight  miles  northward  to  Grant's  Mills,  bivouaek- 
g  for  the  night.  Next  morning  the  Central  Mississippi  Railroad 
us  reached,  ten  miles  of  which  had  been  destroyed  by  noon  of  the 
Mb,  when  the  division  returned  to  Jackson.  There  it  learned  that 
v  corps  had  been  ordered  back  to  Kentucky,  and  next  day  the  re- 
in inarch  toward  Vieksburg  was  begun.  The  weather  being  very 
ing  and  the  men  weakened  by  previous  hardships  and  short 
lions,  the  long  marches  of  the  next  two  days  proved  very  fatiguing, 
1.1  members  of  the  Thirty-sixth  dying  on  the  20th  from  cxhans- 
n.  The  regiment  reached  the  old  camp  at  Milldale  on  the  23d, 
I  during  the  few  days  that  it  stopped  there  it  was  in  a  sad  plight, 
jilc  it  had  a  total  of  8G8  officers  and  men  present  for  duty,  it 
I  107  sick  in  hospital,  1G  of  whom  had  small-pox.  Two  worthy 
•eis  died  soon  after — Captain  Hastings  on  the  8th  of  September 

Second  Lieutenant  Sibley  August  17.  From  Milldale,  Colonel 
vnian  commanding  the  brigade  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Norton 
miandiiig  the  regiment  left  for  home,  their  resignations  having 
i  accepted,  and  Major  Goodell  assumed  command  of  the  rem- 
t  of  the  Thirty-sixth.  Colonel  David  Morrison  was  assigned  to 
mand  the  brigade,  which  was  reorganized  to  consist  of  his  own 
incut,  t lie  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania,  the  Eighth  and  Seventeenth 
li trail,  in  addition  to  the  Massachusetts  organization,  the  entire 
■  tie  scarcely  numbering  500  men  lit  for  duty. 
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Camp  was  broken  on  the  4th  of  August  and  the  regiment  marched 
to  the  steamboat  landing,  where  next  day  with  two  other  regiments 
and  a  battery  it  went  aboard  the  Hiawatha  and  bade  a  glad  adieu  to 
Mississippi.  Cairo  was  reached  on  the  10th.  Going  thence  by  cars 
and  stopping  at  Covington  for  four  days,  it  reached  Nicholasville  on 
the  morning  of  the  18th  and  rested  there  ten  davs.  Three  davs  of 
marching,  ending  on  the  29th,  took  the  command  to  Crab  Orchard, 
where  it  encamped  in  the  edge  of  a  wood  till  the  10th  of  September. 
During  this  time  Captain  William  F.  Draper  was  promoted  to  major, 
vice  Coodell,  made  lieutenant  colonel.  The  corps  was  now  under 
orders  to  join  Burnside  in  East  Tennessee,  and  this  grateful  period  of 
rest,  which  essentially  improved  the  condition  of  the  command,  was 
occupied  in  concentrating  the  scattered  regiments  for  the  march. 

The  assemblv  sounded  on  the  mornimr  of  the  10th  and  the  Ion? 
journey  began.  Though  the  health  of  the  Thirty-sixth  had  much 
improved,  it  was  still  necessary  to  leave  more  than  150  at  Crab 
Orchard  who  were  unable  to  march.  Passing  through  Cumberland 
Gap  on  the  20th,  the  regiment  reached  Morristown  on  the  22d.from 
which  on  the  two  following  days  it  made  a  fruitless  march  of  20 
miles,  and  on  its  return  was  detailed  to  garrison  the  town — a  duty 
which  continued  only  two  days,  when  it  was  relieved  and  took  cars 
for  Knoxvillc,  near  which  it  encamped  till  the  3d  of  October. 

Intelligence  being  received  of  .a  threatening  Confederate  force 
near  Greenville,  the  regiment  set  out  early  on  that  day  in  light 
marching  order  and  with  five  days'  rations,  going  by  rail  to  Bull's 
Gap,  some  GO  miles,  and  next  day  marching  to  Lick  Creek,  where 
it  waited  till  the  10th  for  the  arrival  of  Burnside  with  other  troops. 
The  enemy  was  in  force  at  Blue  Springs,  some  three  miles  distant, 
and  soon  after  Burnside's  army  moved  the  conflict  began.  The 
Thirty-sixth  were  not  engaged  till  the  middle  of  the  afternoon, 
when  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  drive  the  foe  from  a  patch  of 
woods  to  which  he  had  clung  tenaciously.  Moving  by  the  right 
flank  till  the  enemy's  lire  was  received,  the  command  changed  front 
till  it  faced  the  work  before  it  and  then  with  an  impulsive  charge 
drove  the  Confederates  in  confusion  to  the  shelter  of  their  artillery 
in  the  rear.  In  halting  the  regiment  after  this  gratifying  success 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Goodell  was  severely  wounded  and  the  command 
devolved  upon  Major  Draper.  In  addition  two  officers  and  three 
men  were  wounded, — a  fortunately  small  number. 
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During  the  night  the  enemy  retreated,  being  followed  by  the 
Union  cavalry,  while  the  infantry,  including  the  Thirty-sixth,  re- 
turned to  Knoxville,  which  was  reached  during  the  night  of  the 
14th.  After  a  rest  of  five  days  the  regiment  marched  to  Loudon, 
30  miles  southwest  of  Knoxville,  to  confront  the  reported  advance 
of  Longstreet  from  Chattanooga.    Remaining  there  till  the  28th, 
with  no  signs  of  the  foe,  it  fell  back  seven  miles  to  Lenoir s,  and 
on  the  following  day  received  orders  to  prepare  its  winter  camp. 
Substantial-  and  comfortable  quarters  were  built,  and  were  about 
completed,  when  on  the  14th  of  November  hasty  marching  orders 
came.    Before  noon  the  division  was  on  the  road  toward  Loudon  to 
meet  Longstreet,  who  was  to  be  delayed  as  much  as  possible,  to  give 
Burnside  time  to  gather  the  body  of  his  troops  into  the  defenses  at 
Knoxville,  and  to  extend  the  operations  so  that  Grant,  who  had  now 
taken  command  at  Chattanooga,  should  have  time  to  execute  his 
plans  against  General  Bragg. 

The  advance  met  the  enemy  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  skirmish- 
ng  began,  the  Thirty-sixth  at  night  forming  line  in  a  dense  woods 
md  expecting  an  engagement,  but  in  the  morning  the  troops  were 
>rclered  back  toward  Lenoir's — a  very  difficult  movement  to  execute, 
s  it  had  rained  heavily  during  the  previous  day  and  night  and  the 
n?d  was  very  deep.  The  regiment  was  detailed  to  assist  Roomer's 
lattery,  which  could  scarcely  be  dragged  along,  and  about  noon 
.enoir's  was  again  reached.  Line  of  battle  was  formed  by  the  bri- 
ade  on  the  Kingston  road,  in  front  of  which  the  enemy  made  some 
Muonstration  toward  night,  but  were  content  with  pressing  hack  the 
nion  skirmishers  a  trifle  and  repeating  the  experiment  during  the 
trl  v  part  of  the  night.  It  was  very  cold,  and  the  command  suffered 
ncli,  as  they  could  have  no  fires  and  slept  none.  In  the  morning 
\\y  Humphrey's  Brigade  remained  with  Morrison's  and  the  latter 
.Li- an  to  retire  at  daybreak,  leaving  the  former  to  cover  the  retreat. 
On  reaching  the  junction  of  the  roads  from  Lenoir's  and  Kings- 
i  to  Knoxville,  the  Thirty-sixth  with  the  Eighth  Michigan  and 
rry-fifth  Pennsylvania — the  latter  as  skirmishers — took  position 
cover  the  Kingston  road,  by  which  Longstreet  was  endeavoring 
reach  the  flank  of  Burnside's  force,  while  the  remainder  of  the 
:ion  troops  continued  on  to  a  point  beyond  Campbell's  Station 
ich  had  been  selected  for  offering  battle.  An  energetic  attack 
s  almost  immediately  made  by  Hood's  Division  of  Confederates, 


Digitized  by  Google 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  TUE  WAR. 


and  the  three  small  regiments  made  gallant  defense, changing  posi- 
tion frequently  as  the  danger  threatened  from  front,  flank  or  rear, 
and  hoTding  the  enemy  in  check  tilt  the  troops  and  wagons  were  out 
of  the  way,  when  Morrison's  command  followed  its  comrades  back 
to  Hie  main  position,  the  Thirty-sixth  by  the  admirable  handling  of 
Major  Draper  narrowly  avoiding  capture.  Burnside's  position  was 
repeatedly  attacked,  from  the  front  and  on  each  flank,  but  the  as- 
sailants were  driven  back  by  the  artillery  fire  assisted  by  the  infan- 
try, and  then  the  national  forces  were  withdrawn  to  a  still  stronger 
position  in  the  rear,  which  they  held  until  night,  when  Burnside 
withdrew  his  soldiers  to  Knoxville,  which  was  not  reached,  owing 
to  the  difficult  roads,  till  near  daylight.  During  the  fighting  of  the 
1  *>t h  the  regiment  had  lost  four  killed,  17  wounded  and  three  miss- 
ing, among  the  dead  being  First  Lieutenant  1\  Marion  Ilolmes. 

Vigorous  work  on  the  fortification  of  the  city  at  once  began,  and 
after  an  hour  or  two  of  sleep  four  companies  of  the  Thirty-sixth 
went  upon  the  skirmish  line,  while  the  rest  of  the  regiment  took  up 
the  intrenching  tools.  From  that  time  till  the  close  of  the  siege 
there  was  constant  duty  and  anxiety,  but  fortunately  the  position 
of  the  command  in  the  line  was  such  that  there  was  no  fighting  of 
importance  in  its  front, and  its  loss  was  but  one  killed.  During  the 
night  of  December  4  Longstreet  withdrew  from  his  lines  of  invest- 
ment and  next  morning  the  raising  of  the  siege  was  discovered  and 
reported  by  the  pickets  of  the  Thirty-sixth,  under  command  of  Caj>- 
tain  Ames  of  Company  B.  General  Burnside,  having  been  relieved 
from  the  command  of  the  department,  was  succeeded  on  the  11th 
by  General  John  G.  Foster. 

Meantime  the  pursuit  of  Longstreet' s  retreating  legions  was 
ordered,  and  on  the  7th  the  Thirty-sixth  marched  out  upon  the  New- 
market road  with  the  rest  of  the  corps,  camping  two  days  later  near 
Kulledgc.  On  the  lGth  the  Union  troops  fell  hack  as  far  as  Blain's 
Cross  Koads,and  after  a  little  skirmishing  Longstreet  retired  in  the 
other  direction,  both  armies  going  into  winter  quarters.  Commu- 
nication with  the  base  of  supplies  was  difficult,  and  though  all  pos- 
sible exertiens  were  made  it  was  seldom  that  more  than  quarter- 
rations  could  be  issued  to  the  hungry  soldiers,  while  supplies  of 
shoes  and  clothing  were  even  more  difficult  to  obtain.  Camp  was 
broken  on  the  21st  of  .January,  1804,  the  baggage  being  sent  to 
Knoxville,  and  next  morning  the  inarch  of  the  troops  began,  Mor- 
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ris  id's  Brigade  forming:  the  rear  guard.  As  the  enemy's  cavalry 
followed  it  was  frequently  necessary  to  face  about  and  offer  battle, 
which  was  declined,  and  after  a  hard  day's  march  the  regiment 
bivouacked  within  three  miles  of  Knoxville.  The  Confederal  s  re- 
tired from  the  vicinity  the  following  day,  when  the  Thirty-sixth 
went  through  Knoxville,  passed  Fort  Sanders  and  halted  near  Erin's 
•Nation,  five  miles  beyond.  There  a  camp  was  built,  drills  were  re- 
timed, and  on  the  31st  the  regiment  was  strengthened  by  a  detuch- 
nent  of  100  men  from  the  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts,  who  had 
ot  re-enlisted  and  were  transferred  to  the  Thirty-sixth  to  complete 
heir  term  of  service.  Near  evening  of  February  1,  the  division 
jarched  through  Knoxville,  crossed  the  Holston,  climbed  the  hills 
evond  and  bivouacked,  onlv  to  find  next  dav  that  the  call  resulted 
om  a  false  alarm  and  to  be  ordered  back  to  their  camps, 
(ieneral  Foster,  having  been  disabled  by  the  opening  of  an  old 
ound.  was  succeeded  in  the  command  of  the  Department  by  (Jen- 
al  Schofield  on  the  9th;  on  the  loth  the  regiment  moved  back 
•ar  to  Fort  Sanders  in  a  heavy  rain-storm,  changed  its  camping 
ound  three  days  later,  and  on  the  24th  started  with  other  troops 
light  marching  order  for  Strawberry  Plains,  General  Willcox  eom- 
inding  the  division.  The  Holston  was  crossed  in  barges  the  '27th, 
d  during  the  next  two  days  the  column  advanced  to  Morristown; 
the  2d  of  March  the  regiment  fell  back  13  miles  to  Mossv  Creek, 
ere  it  remained  till  the  11th,  when  it  returned  to  Morristown.  In 
t  vicinity,  on  picket  duty,  with  an  occasional  scouting  tour 
ough  the  surrounding  region,  the  regiment  remained  till  the 
ruing  of  the  17th,  when  the  return  march  to  Knoxville  was  begun, 
r  Sunders  being  reached  on  the  19th.  Two  days  later  the  com- 
ul  marched  to  the  northward,  the  Ninth  Corps  having  been 
i-rod  to  Annapolis  for  reorganization.  It  was  a  hard  march  over 
mountains  of  Tennessee  and  Kentuckv,  the  roads  being  roiurh 
snow*  and  rain  alternating  most  of  the  time;  but  on  the  1st  of 
il  Nicholasville,  Ky.,  was  reached  and  cars  were  taken.  Going 
iiy  of  Cincinnati,  Columbus  and  Pittsburg,  the  regiment  arrived 
ultimore  on  the  6th,  and  late  that  night  reached  its  destination, 
rting  to  General  IJartranft,  the  provisional  commander  of  the 
at  Annapolis. 

ic  formal  reorganization  of  the  Ninth  Corps  as  an  independent 
nand  under  (ieneral  Burnside  took  place  on  the  19th.  Many 
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new  regiments  had  joined  the  corps,  and  it  was  organized  in  four 
divisions  of  two  strong  brigades  each — the  Fourth  Division  beinir 
made  up  of  colored  troops.  The  Thirty-sixth  formed  part  of  the 
First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade 
being  the  Seventh  Rhode  Island,  Fifty-first  New  York,  Forty-fifth 
and  Forty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  the  Fifty-eight  Massachusetts  join- 
ing soon  after.  Brigadier  General  Robert  B.  Potter  had  been 
designated  as  the  brigade  commander,  but  on  reporting  for  duty  he 
took  the  division  and  Colonel  J.  K.  Sitrfried  of  the  Fortv-eiirhth 
commanded  the  brigade.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Goodell  being  still 
disabled  by  his  wound,  Major  Draper  commanded  the  regiment, 
which  at  that  time  consisted  of  551  members  present,  including  the 
detachment  from  the  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  and  one  number- 
ing 5b*  from  the  Forty-sixth  New  York.  Of  the  total  number  but 
11  were  line  officers. 

Though  the  destination  of  the  corps  was  a  secret,  marching 
orders  came  at  night  of  the  22d  and  the  following  morning  the 
camp  was  quitted  and  the  line  of  march  taken  up  toward  Washing- 
ton. The  corps  was  reviewed  by  President  Lincoln  as  it  marched 
through  the  city  on  the  25th,  camping  that  night  within  two  miles 
of  Alexandria.  Its  first  duty  was  the  guarding  of  the  railroad  from 
Alexandria  to  the  Rapidan,  and  on  the  27th  the  regiment  began  its 
march,  going  as  far  as  Kettle  Run,  which  it  reached  on  the  80th, 
relieving  the  Seventeenth  Regulars  and  occupying  their  camp.  A 
few  days  of  picketing  the  railroad  and  making  an  occasional  scout 
in  search  of  guerrillas  followed,  but  the  great  campaign  was  about 
opening,  and  on  the  4th  of  May  the  corps  was  ordered  to  concen- 
trate and  march  to  the  Rapidan.  Colonel  Zenas  R.  Bliss  of  the 
Seventh  Rhode  Island  at  this  time  took  command  of  the  brigade, 
and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Goodell  having  resigned  Major  Draper  be- 
came nominally,  as  he  had  in  fact  been  for  some  time,  commander 
of  the  Thirtv-sixth. 

The  Rappahannock  was  crossed  at  Rappahannock  Station  in  the 
forenoon  of  the  5th,  and  the  brigade  inarched  rapidly  all  day,  with 
but  an  occasional  halt,  crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Germania  Ford  and 
went  into  camp  for  the  night  two  or  three  miles  beyond.  Before 
3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  the  regiment  was  under  way. 
moving  slowly  and  carefully  in  the  rear  of  tin;  Union  lines,  halting 
at  Wilderness  Tavern  to  load  the  muskets  and  prepare  for  action. 
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finally  taking  a  road  leading  toward  Parker's  Store  and  advancing 
till  Wilderness  Run  was  crossed  and  the  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry 
at  the  further  side  of  a  small  clearing  was  encountered,  when  Gen- 
eral Potter  was  ordered  to  withdraw  his  division  and  move  to  the 
left  to  assist  General  Hancock,  whose  command  was  being  hard 
pressed.  After  pushing  through  the  thicket  for  some  distance  posi- 
tion was  finally  taken  near  the  plank  road,  and  an  immediate  ad- 
vance airainst  the  enemv  ordered. 

The  skirmish  line  under  Captain  Bailey  soon  encountered  the 
?nemy,  who  delivered  a  heavy  musketry  fire,  under  which  the  line 
A  the  division  was  corrected  and  again  advanced.  Rushing  forward 
it  the  double-quick,  the  Thirty-sixth  with  the  Forty-fifth  Pennsylva- 
iia  carried  the  works  in  their  front  and  held  them.  Other  portions 
•f  the  brigade  were  less  successful,  and  as  they  gave  way  the  enemy 
oon  threatened  the  flank  and  rear  of  the  Thirty-sixth  ;  but  the  gal- 
mt  fellows  held  on  desperately,  only  falling  back  a  short  distance 
hen  it  was  impossible  to  longer  maintain  their  lodgment  in  the 
ostile  works.  Colonel  Curtin  of  the  Forty-fifth  now  took  cmn- 
land  of  the  brigade, its  line  was  adjusted  and  the  position  was  held 
.-  Potter's  Division  till  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  its  ammunition 
ing  exhausted  and  a  fresh  attack  ordered  it  was  relieved  by  the 
lird  Division.  It  supported  the  latter  in  its  attack,  and  when  it 
(1  gained  some  advantage  formed  on  its  right  within  close  musket 
ot  of  the  enemy,  where  the  Thirty-sixth  intrenched  and  remained 
ring  the  night,  strengthening  the  position  next  day,  but  not  being 
ther  engaged. 

The  total  loss  of  the  regiment  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  was 
,  of  whom  12  were  known  to  have  been  killed,  5:3  were  wounded 
I  the  rest  were  " missing  in  action."  Major  Draper  was  among 
•  severely  wounded,  having  been  shot  through  the  shoulder.  In 

early  afternoon  of  the  7th  the  regiment  moved  to  the  rear  and 
i  joined  by  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  when  it  marched  to  the  open 
und  near  Wilderness  Tavern  where  the  Ninth  Corps  was  massed, 

remained  there  till  after  dark,  the  men  meantime  taking  their 
t  food  except  bread  and  water  for  48  hours.  The  trains  being 
r  en  route  for  Chancellorsville,  the  corps  was  ordered  to  follow 
n,  and  a  tedious  movement  it  proved,  each  march  of  a  few  min- 
.  being:  followed  by  a  halt.  At  10  o'clock  the  regiment  laid 
n   by  the  roadside  and  waited  till  daylight,  when  the  journey 
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was  resumed.  Chaneellorsvillc  was  reached  about  9  o'clock,  where 
the  command  halted  in  an  open  field  near  the  turnpike  and  waited 
without  shelter  till  near  noon  of  the  next  day,  when  the  march 
toward  Spottsylvania  was  resumed,  position  being  taken  that  night 
on  the  left  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  near  General  Burnside's 
head-quarters. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  the  regiment  moved  to  and 
crossed  the  Xy  river,  threatening  the  flank  of  the  enemy's  position 
while  other  troops  from  the  corps  pressed  hack  their  outposts,  the 
entire  movement  being  in  support  of  an  attack  on  another  part  of 
the  line.  The  regiment  lay  in  line  of  battle  through  the  night,  and 
in  the  morning  advanced  to  a  ridge  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of 
the  Court  House,  where  a  line  of  intrcnchments  was  erected;  but 
about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  during  a  heavy  shower,  these 
were  evacuated  without  attracting  the  attention  of  the  foe,  and  the 
lines  were  moved  back  near  the  Harris  house,  where  the  division 
was  massed  till  about  dusk,  when  it  was  once  more  advanced,  taking 
a  postion  to  the  right  of  that  formerly  occupied.  Here  massed  in 
the  rear  of  a  line  of  works  near  a  deserted  farmhouse,  the  division 
passed  the  stormy  night  as  best  it  could,  prepared  for  a  desperate 
attack  in  the  morning  of  the  12th. 

Sown  after  daylight  the  cheering  and  tiring  of  Hancock's  men  was 
hen  i  d  at  the  right  and  General  Potter's  command  was  ordered  for- 
ward by  brigades  in  echelon,  the  Thirty-sixth  forming  the  left  of  the 
second  line,  its  flank  being  unprotected.  Soon  after  the  engagement 
began  a  heavy  Confederate  line  was  discovered  on  the  left  and  fire 
was  cpened,  but  it  was  stopped  immediately  on  the  supposition  that 
the  force  in  front  was  part  of  Hancock's  captives,  and  this  error 
was  not  dispelled  till  a  volley  was  received  by  the  Thirty-sixth  at 
short  range,  causing  terrible  loss.  The  flank  was  at  once  swung 
back  and  the  fire  returned  by  those  who  survived,  the  uneven  con- 
test being  maintained  till  the  coming  up  of  the  Twenty-first  Mas- 
sachusetts continued  the  line  to  the  left,  when  a  general  advance 
was  made  and  the  enemy's  first  lines  were  taken  and  held  against 
repeated  efforts  to  recover  them.  The  loss  of  the  regiment,  includ- 
ing the  Twen  y-ninth  detachment,  in  this  stubborn  conflict,  was  27 
killed,  among  them  Captain  iJailey  and  First  Lieutenant  Henry  W. 
Daniels,  70  wounded,  and  10  missing. 

On  the  14th  and  10th  the  men  from  the  Twenty-ninth  Regiment 
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whose  term  of  service  had  expired  departed  for  home,  which  with 
(he  recent  losses  of  the  Thirty-sixth  in  action  reduced  that  regiment 
to  a  fraction  of  its  former  numbers.  Meantime  the  position  in  front 
»f  the  enemy  was  maintained  only  by  constant  skirmishing,  in  which 
ionic  loss  was  met  from  the  tire  of  the  Confederates  and  more  from 
ickness  and  exhaustion  resulting  from  the  continued  strain  upon 
he  men,  the  want  of  sleep  and  the  exposure  to  almost  continual 
torm.  During  this  time  several  officers  who  had  been  absent  on 
demiting  service  returned,  and  on  thelKth  Rev.  Nathaniel  Richard- 
m  of  Somerset  took  the  position  of  chaplain,  made  vacant  the  pre- 
ious  autumn  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Canfield. 

The  Ninth  Corps  moved  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  Union  lines 
1  the  morning  of  the  19th,  intrenched,  and  remained  there  in 
pleasant  camp  till  afternoon  of  the  21st,  when  a  reconnaissance 
is  ordered  to  Stannard's  Mills  at  the  crossing  of  the  Po  river, 
me  five  miles  distant.    The  enemv  was  found  in  force  across  the 

er,  and  after  some  skirmishing  the  brigade  was  withdrawn  dur- 
r  the  night  and  took  the  road  to  Guincy  Station,  which  was  reached 

1  following  noon.  The  corps  reached  Ox  Ford  on  the  North  Anna 
e  in  the  afternoon  of  the  23d,  but  as  investigation  showed  a  pass- 

2  of  the  river  at  that  point  to  be  undesirable  if  not  impracticable, 
>  corps  was  divided,  Potter's  Division  being  sent  to  the  left  to 
1st  Hancock,  who  had  already  made  a  crossing  at  Chesterfield 
dge.  This  movement  was  made  on  the  afternoon  of  the  24th, 
1  the  regiment  after  crossing  the  bridge  was  pushed  to  the  front, 
'loved  as  skirmishers  and  advanced  close  to  the  enemy's  works, 
e  in  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  it  was  relieved  and  took  position  in 
i*  of  the  main  line, having  lost  one  man  killed  and  four  wounded, 
'he  Union  troops  were  withdrawn  on  the  evening  of  the  2Gth 

the  movement  toward  the  Pamunkey  at  once  began.  On  the 
i  the  Ninth  Corps,  which  had  thus  far  been  an  independent  com- 
i<l  under  the  immediate  orders  of  General  Grant,  was  made  part 
he  Army  of  the  Potomac.  During  the  forenoon  the  corps  con- 
rated  about  Mount  Carmel  Church  and  then  began  the  march, 
ih  continued  almost  without  rest  till  the  forenoon  of  the  2Wh 
n,  the  Pamunkey  having  been  crossed  the  previous  night,  the 
ide  went  to  the  rear  and  had  one  day's  rest.  It  then  joined  the 
ion  at  Ilawes  Shop  and  during  the  oOth  there  was  some  skirmish- 
.  hile  the  Union  line  was  being  established  and  the  position  of  the 
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enemy  developed,  and  during  the  two  succeeding  days  some  of  the 
hostile  pits  were  captured;  but  the  ground  being  of  an  unfavorable 
nature  and  the  works  well  manned  on  both  sides  no  general  attack 
was  made,  and  the  Ninth  Corps  was  withdrawn  and  massed  in  the 
rear  of  the  Fifth,  during  which  movement  an  attack  was  made  by 
the  Confederates  and  handsomely  repulsed,  though  at  some  loss  to 
the  Union  skirmish  line. 

During  the  night  of  June  2  the  regiment  was  sent  through  the 
darkness  and  storm  to  occupy  some  deserted  works  to  the  left  of 
the  Second  Division,  which  was  accomplished  with  much  difficulty, 
but  early  in  the  morning  it  was  ordered  to  rejoin  its  brigade  and 
take  part  in  an  attack  on  Early's  left,  which  was  at  once  done. 
The  enemy  were  driven  back  for  some  distance  to  their  main  lines, 
and  these  were  found  too  strong  to  be  carried;  but  the  Federal 
troops  held  on  to  what  they  had  gained  and  maintained  their  posi- 
tion close  to  the  hostile  works,  though  subjected  to  a  sadly  fatal  fire. 
The  Thirty-sixth,  as  in  previous  engagements,  held  the  left  of  the 
brigade,  with  its  flank  u  in  the  air,"  and  suffered  from  a  flank  fire 
all  through  the  day  till  near  night,  when  connection  was  made  with 
its  left  by  the  First  Division.  The  loss  of  the  regiment,  out  of  eight 
officers  and  about  200  men  taken  into  action,  had  been  17  killed  or 
fatally  hurt  and  33  wounded,  the  battle  of  Cold  ITarbor  being'  the 
most  deadly  in  proportion  to  the  number  engaged  of  any  in  the 
regiment's  history.  Among  the  dead  was  Color  Sergeant  French, 
who  fell  at  the  first  lire,  and  Captain  Barker,  commanding  the  regi- 
ment, was  wounded. 

Next  morning  the  enemy  were  found  to  have  retired  from  that 
part  of  the  held,  and  the  brigade  was  moved  more  to  the  left,  at 
the  same  time  parting  company  with  the  detachment  from  the 
Forty-sixth  New  York,  which  returned  to  its  own  regiment.  The 
operations  of  the  ensuing  days  consisted  of  experiences  on  the  skir- 
mish line  and  behind  the  intrenehments,  almost  constantly  under 
fire  but  fortunately  without  severe  loss.  On  the  12th  the  regiment 
withdrew  from  the  works  at  Cold  Harbor  and  late  at  night  of  the 
14th  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  James.  In  the  evening  of  the 
15th  it  crossed  the  river  on  a  ponton  bridge  2,200  feet  in  length, 
and  marched  all  night  to  Prince  George  Court  House,  halted  there 
for  a  few  hours  and  then  pressed  forward  to  join  the  forces  gather- 
ing about  Petersburg,  tiikintr  position  that  afternoon  at  the  left  of 
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the  Union  line,  and  being  held  in  reserve  with  another  regiment  to 
guard  the  flank,  the  Thirty-sixth  were  not  actively  engaged  in  the 
fighting  of  that  day. 

They  had  their  turn,  however,  the  next  morning,  when  Potters 
Division  was  selected  to  make  an  assault,  and  for  that  purpose  dur- 
ngthe  night  made  a  detour  and  gained  a  coveted  position  in  a  ravine 
iear  to  the  enemy's  works.  At  3  o'clock  the  charge  was  made,  each 
f  the  two  brigades  having  a  front  of  three  regiments,  the  Thirty  - 
ixth  being  in  the  center  of  the  left  brigade,  and  after  a  short  but 
tubborn  tight  the  enemy  were  driven  from  their  works  and  also 
•0111  a  second  line  where  they  attempted  to  rally.  In  this  assault 
ic  regiment,  out  of  about  90  taken  into  action,  lost  three  killed 
id  lb'  wounded,  four  of  them  fatally,  including  Captain  Otis  W. 
olmes,  who  died  on  the  23d. 

After  remaining  at  the  front  through  the  day  the  regiment  was 
iployed  most  of  the  night  in  changing  the  facing  of  some  of  the 
ptured  intrenchments,  and  on  the  18th  was  almost  constantly 
dor  fire  in  support  of  the  operations  of  the  other  divisions  of  the 
rps,  the  loss  during  the  day  being  Captain  Buff um  and  two  en- 
ted  men  killed  and  six  wounded.  That  evening  the  division  ro- 
ved the  others,  picketing  the  entire  front  of  the  Ninth  Corps  line, 
eliing  from  the  Second  on  the  right  to  the  Fifth  on  the  left, 
ice  the  opening  of  the  campaign  the  rogiment  had  lost  2G7  in  . 
led,  wounded  and  missing,  and  seven  of  its  companies  were  at 
t  time  commanded  by  non-commissioned  officers.  The  brigade 
[  been  strengthened  by  the  addition  of  the  Second  New  York 
tinted  Rifles,  serving  as  infantry.  All  through  the  remainder  of 
c  and  all  of  July  the  regiment  passed  in  the  trenches  or  the  pits 
lie  skirmishers,  the  men  constantly  exposed  to  the  lire  of  the 
federate  sharp-shooters  and  rarely  a  day  passing  that  some  one 
not  struck,  a  large  proportion  of  the  wounds  being  fatal. 
i  t lie  slaughter  which  followed  the  explosion  of  the  mine,  duly 
he  regiment  did  not  share,  it  being  <»n  duty  in  the  trenches  and 
*elief  being  sent  for  it,  though  repeatedly  requested.  On  the 
jf  August  Major  Draper,  recovered  from  the  wound  received  in 
Wilderness  and  promoted  to  lieute  nant  colonel,  returned  and 
nod  command  of  the  regiment,  being  mustered  in  the  new  rank 
ollowing  day,  with  Captain  Thaddeus  L.  Barker  promoted  to 
r, — both  commissions  dating  from  the  Cth  of  May  previous. 
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General  Burnside  resigned  the  command  of  the  corps  on  the  14th, 
and  the  .same  day  the  regiment  was  relieved  from  the  trenches  by 
troops  from  the  Eighteenth  Corps.  During  its  less  than  two 
months'  duty  in  front  of  the  enemy  the  Thirty-sixth  Regiment  had 
lost  from  its  small  band  seven  killed  and  18  wounded  by  the  fire  of 
sharpshooters.  The  Ninth  Corps  moved  to  the  left  that  night  ami 
relieved  the  Fifth  the  following  morning,  the  Thirty-sixth  taking 
the  place  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania,  and 
finding  the  change  very  agreeable,  as  there  was  next  to  no  picket 
firing  and  the  quarters  were  well  fitted  up. 

They  were  not  long  enjoyed,  however.  On  the  19th  a  movement 
was  made  toward  the  left,  in  support  of  the  operations  of  the  Fifth 
Corps  against  the  Weldon  Railroad,  and  for  two  or  three  days  the 
regiment  was  engaged  in  skirmishing  and  maneuvering,  after  which 
its  energies  were  devoted  to  intrenching  the  position  gained.  For 
more  than  a  month  after  this  work  was  done  the  corps  remained  in 
peace  between  the  Fifth  and  Second  Corps,  the  lines  extending  from 
the  Jerusalem  Plank  road  on  the  right  to  the  Weldon  Railroad  on 
the  left;  on  this  part  of  the  lines  there  was  little  or  no  shai]>-shoot- 
ing,  and  the  weary  men  enjoyed  a  period  of  comparative  rest.  On 
the  13th  of  September  the  corps,  owing  to  its  sad  decimation,  was 
reorganized  into  three  divisions,  the  old  First  being  broken  up  and 
its  regiments  distributed  among  the  other  two  white  divisions.  As 
reconstructed  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  consisted  of  nine 
regiments, — the  Twenty-first,  Thirty-fifth,  Thirty-sixth  and  Fifty- 
eighth  Massachusetts,  Fourth  and  Seventh  Rhode  Island,  Fifty -first 
New  York,  Forty-fifth  and  Forty -eighth  Pennsylvania.  General 
Parke  commanded  the  corps,  and  General  Potter  and  Colonel  Cur- 
tin  the  division  and  brigade  respectively. 

Movements  began  on  the  25th  of  September  looking  to  an  exten- 
sion of  the  Federal  lines  still  further  to  the  left,  and  on  that  day  the 
Thirty-sixth  broke  camp,  moving  about  from  point  to  point  in  the 
vicinity  till  the  30th,  when  they  took  part  in  the  action  at  Pegram 
Farm,  in  which  the  brigade,  after  gaining  some  success  was  attacked 
in  flank  and  obliged  to  retire  in  confusion,  the  regiment  making  a 
creditable  fight  under  the  circumstances  and  suffering  a  loss  of  four 
killed,  1G  wounded  and  as  many  missing.  Skirmishing  continued 
for  some  days,  during  which  the  command  lost  several  men  in  the 
frequent  sallies  made  from  both  sides  and  by  the  sharp-shooting  and 
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artillery  fire;  but  each  army  held  on  determinedly  and  on  the  Union 
side  Forts  Welch  and  Fisher  which  afterward  became  so  famous 
were  laid  out,  covering  the  angle  at  the  left  of  Grant's  line. 

New  colors  were  received  by  the  regiment  on  the  7th  of  October, 
the  tattered  relics  thus  far  borne  being  returned  to  Boston  for 
i reservation.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Draper  resigned  on  the  13th; 
Major  Barker  succeeded  to  the  command  and  was  soon  after  com- 
nissioned  lieutenant  colonel.  On  the  27th  the  regiment  took  part 
n  a  resultless  expedition  to  Hatcher's  Run,  but  in  a  day  or  two  was 
»ack  again  in  camp.  On  the  1st  of  November  it  was  reduced  to 
even  companies  by  the  consolidation  of  II,  I  and  K  with  C,  G 
nd  B,  when  the  Twenty -first  Massachusetts  Veteran  Battalion 
)ok  the  place  of  the  three  companies  and  became  thenceforth  a  part 
f  the  Thirty-sixth  Regiment.  On  the  same  day  Captain  Burrage, 
i  violation  of  an  understanding  then  existing,  was  made  a  prisoner 
bile  exchanging  papers  near  the  picket  line, — in  consequence  of 
hich  Confederate  General  Roger  A.  Pryor  was  captured  in  the  same 
anner  by  the  Union  pickets  and  held  till  an  exchange  was  arranged. 
The  Ninth  Corps  returned  to  the  fortifications  in  front  of  Peters- 
rg,  forming  the  right  of  the  Union  position,  on  the  29th  of  No- 
mber,  the  Thirty-sixth  garrisoning  Fort  Rice,  the  brigade  holding 
i  works  from  Fort  Meiklc  on  the  right  to  Fort  Davis  on  the  left, 
i  line  including  Fort  Sedgwick,  better  known  as  "Fort  Hell." 
e  regiment,  forming  the  permanent  garrison  of  the  fort,  passed 
uneventful  winter,  and  in  the  assault  on  the  Confederate  lines  op- 
iite  Fort  Sedgwick  on  the  2d  of  April,  18b'5,  it  had  no  active  part, 
ugh  after  the  lodgment  was  made  in  the  hostile  works  by  their 
irades  of  the  Ninth  Corps  many  of  the  men  assisted  in  carrying 
munition  across  the  interval  to  those  engaged.  Next  day  the 
!rncnt  joined  the  corps  in  its  advance  to  and  through  Petersburg, 
ching  that  night  to  Sutherland  Station,  next  day  to  Beasiey's, 
on  the  5th  to  Blacks  and  Whites  Station,  where  it  rested  till 
i  of  the  following  day.  It  was  then  detailed  to  guard  a  supply 
i,  which  it  took  charge  of  after  marching  to  Nottaway  Court 
se,  ten  miles  distant,  and  at  once  set  out  to  find  the  head-quar- 
of  the  army,  in  which  undertaking  it  marched  constantly  for 
days  and  nights  with  only  an  occasional  halt  for  coffee.  It 
finally  relieved  at  Rice's  Station  on  the  morning  of  the  8th, 
next  day  was  ordered  to  Farmville,  where  it  was  detailed  as 
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provost  guard  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barker  as  provost  marshal, 
General  Ctirtin  being  made  post  commandant. 

It  left  Farmville  on  the  21st  and  took  cars  at  Burkesville  for  City 
Point  which  was  reached  next  morning.  Sailing  on  the  steamer 
Vidette  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  command  debarked  at 
Alexandria  at  noon  of  the  28th,  going  into  camp  near  Fort  Lyon. 
The  review  in  Washington  occurred  on  the  23d  of  May  and  other 
reviews  and  parades  followed,  the  last  being  on  the  5th  of  June,  as 
a  farewell  to  General  Curtin  who  had  so  long  commanded  the  bri- 
gade. The  recruits  and  the  men  from  the  Twenty-first  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Twenty-sixth  Massachusetts  on  the  8th  of  June,  when 
the  regiment  was  mustered  out  of  the  national  service  by  Lieuten- 
ant Rose  and  marched  to  Alexandria,  escorted  by  the  Forty-fifth 
Pennsylvania.  Going  by  steamer  to  Washington  and  then  taking 
cars  for  Massachusetts,  the  Thirty-sixth  arrived  at  Readville  on  the 
evening  of  the  10th,  visited  Worcester  on  the  13th,  receiving  an 
enthusiastic  reception,  and  on  the  19th  reassembling  at  Readville, 
the  members  were  paid,  discharged,  and  returned  to  their  homes. 
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HE  Thirty-seventh  Regiment  was  organized  at  Camp  Briggs, 


Pittsfield,  where  the  recruits  began  to  gather  early  in  August, 


R  1862,  some  of  them  coming  from  Worcester,  where  various 
letachments  had  reported  while  the  Thirty-fourth  Regiment  was 
eing  filled ;  but  on  the  formation  of  the  camp  at  Pittsfield  the  re- 
mits from  the  four  western  counties  of  the  state  were  directed  to 
jat  rendezvous  and  in  the  regiment  every  town  of  these  counties 
as  represented.  The  camp  was  for  a  time  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
lonzo  E.  Goodrich  of  Pittsfield,  assisted  by  Quartermaster  Daniel 
Dodge  of  the  same  town.  As  the  number  in  camp  increased  the 
>st  was  placed  in  charge  of  Colonel  William  Raymond  Lee  of  the 
tventieth  Regiment,  the  latter  being  relieved  August  12  by  Major 
iver  Edwards,  formerly  adjutant  of  the  Tenth  Regiment,  who  as 
oior  aide  on  the  staff  of  General  Darius  N.  Couch  had  served  with 
itinction  during  the  Peninsular  campaign.  Under  his  skillful  con- 
>1  the  embryo  regiment  very  rapidly  developed  into  creditable  pro- 
iency.  Six  of  the  companies  were  mustered  into  the  United  States 
vice  on  1he  30th  of  August,  most  of  the  others  on  the  2d  of  Sep- 
lber,  and  the  last  company — K — on  the  4th.  The  officers'  com- 
mons bore  date  August  27,  this  being  the  roster: — 

Jolonel,  Oliver  Edwards  of  Springfield;  lieutenant  colonel,  Alonzo 
Goodrich  of  Pittsfield;  major,  George  L.  Montague  of  South 
iley;  surgeon,  Charles  F.  Crehore  of  Boston;  assistant  surgeons, 
ymaa  C.  Lawton  of  Sheffield  and  Joshua  J.  Ellis  of  Marshfield; 
itant,  Thomas  G.  Colt;  quartermaster,  Daniel  J.  Dodge,  both  of 
sfield;  chaplain,  Frank  C.  Morse  of  Blandford;  sergeant  major, 
ert  A.  Gray  of  Springfield;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Thomas  Por- 
Jr.,  of  Chesterfield;  commissary  sergeant,  James  C.  Chalmers  of 
sfield;  hospital  stewards,  W.  A.  Champney  of  Hatfield  and  Richard 
Vlorgan  of  Pittsfield;  principal  musician,  John  L.  Gaffuey  of 
opee. 

>mpany  A,  Chicopee — Captain,  Jarvis  P.  Kelley;  first  lieutenant, 
[\  Blackmer;  second  lieutenant,  Carlos  C.  Wefltnan. 
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Company  B — Captain,  Franklin  W.  Pease  of  Lee;  first  lieutenant, 
Thomas  F.  Pluukett,  Jr.,  of  Pittsfield;  second  lieutenant,  P.  Wood- 
bridge  Morgan  of  Lee. 

Company  C — Captain,  Edwin  Hurlburt  of  Great  Barrington;  first 
lieutenant,  John  C.  Robinson  of  Adams;  second  lieutenant,  Rufus  P. 
Lincoln  of  Amherst. 

Company  l> — Captain,  Algernon  S.  Flagg  of  Wilbraham;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Charles  L.  Edwards  of  Southampton  ;  second  lieutenant, 
George  H.  Hyde  of  Lee. 

Company  E — Captain,  Archibald  Hopkins  of  Williamstown;  first 
lieutenant,  Jonas  A.  Champney  of  Adams;  second  lieutenant,  Walter 
B.  Smith  of  Pittsfield. 

Company  F — Captain,  Eugene  A.  Allen  of  Springfield;  first  lieu- 
tenant. Mason  W.  Tyler  of  Amherst;  second  lieutenant,  Elihu  R. 
Rock  wood  of  Greenfield. 

Company  G,  Northampton — Captain,  Marcus  T.  Moody;  first  lieu- 
tenant, William  Bliss;  second  lieutenant,  Edward  Bndgman. 

Company  H — Captain,  Joseph  L.  Hayden  of  Williamsburg:  first 
lieutenant,"  Joshua  A.  Loomis  of  Northampton;  second  lieutenant, 
Andrew  L.  Bush  of  Westfield. 

Company  I,  Springfield— Captain,  Hugh  Donnelly;  first  lieutenant, 
J.  Milton  Fuller;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  Phelps. 

Company  K — Captain,  Peter  Dooley  of  Cheshire;  first  lieutenant. 
John  B.  Mulloy;  second  lieutenant,  George  B.  Chandley,  both  of 
Springfield. 

The  men  were  armed  with  the  Springfield  rifled  muskets  on  the 
3d  of  September  and  on  the  7th  took  transportation  for  Washing- 
ton, which  was  reached  late  on  the  afternoon  of  the  9th.  A  com- 
bination of  railroad  accidents  occurred  just  beyond  Philadelphia, 
but  fortunately  resulted  in  no  serious  harm  to  the  regiment  beyond 
nearly  a  day's  delay  till  another  train  could  be  provided. 

The  Thirty-seventh  were  assigned  to  General  Henry  S.  Briggs's 
Brigade  of  Casey's  Division  of  Reserves,  forming  a  part  of  the  de- 
fenders of  Washington,  and  went  into  Camp  Chase  on  Arlington 
nights.  The  sojourn  there  was  brief,  for  General  McClellan,  hav- 
ing fought  the  sanguinary  battle  of  Antietam,  called  for  reinforce- 
ments, and  General  Briggs  was  sent  forward  with  all  the  troops 
available.  Camp  was  broken  September  30  and  two  days  later  the 
Thirty-seventh  reached  Frederick,  Md.,  whence  most  of  the  regi- 
ments were  assigned  to  brigades  already  in  the  field.  Colonel 
Edwards  was  directed  to  report  to  General  Charles  Devens,  com- 
manding the  First  Brigade  of  General  Couch's  Division  of  the 
Fourth  Corps,  serving,  but  not  then  incorporated,  with  the  Sixth 
Corps.    The  regiment  marched  by  easy  stages  to  the  camp  near 
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Pownsville,  where  on  the  5th  of  October  it  joined  the  Seventh  and 
Tenth  Massachusetts,  Second  Rhode  Island  and  Thirty-sixth  New 
York  Regiments,  composing  the  brigade.  On  the  16th  it  shared  in 
the  expedition  to  Hancock,  Md.,  designed  to  intercept  General 
Stuart  on  his  return  from  a  raid  into  the  loyal  states,  halted  at 
Cherry  Run  Ford  for  a  week,  and  finally  returned  to  the  old  camp 
ust  in  time  to  pack  up  and  join  the  southward  movement  of  the 
\nny  of  the  Potomac.  The  river  was  crossed  at  Berlin  on  the  3d 
»f  November,  and  a  cold  snow-storm  on  the  7th  found  the  regiment 
t  White  Plains  without  tents  or  rations  other  than  were  furnished 
y  a  raid  on  a  neighboring  sheep  pasture. 

Marching  to  New  Baltimore  on  the  Oth,  intelligence  was  received 
f  the  removal  of  General  MeClellan  and  the  promotion  of  General 
urnside  to  the  commaud — followed  by  a  week  of  waiting  for  the 
jvelopment  of  the  plans  of  the  new  commander.  From  the  10th 
•  the  18th  was  occupied  by  the  slow  advance  to  Stafford  Court 
ouse,  and  there  in  an  unhealthful  location  the  first  Thanksgiving 
is  passed,  with  appropriate  exercises  and  the  distribution  of  gifts 
»rn  thoughtful  friends  in  the  Old  Bay  State.  On  the  4th  of  De- 
mber  another  slight  advance  was  made,  the  Sixth  Corps  being 
>ved  to  the  left  of  the  Federal  line  along  the  Rappahannock,  the 
riment  finding  very  uncomfortable  quarters  on  a  hill  where  they 
nt  into  camp  during  a  severe  storm  and  remained  till  the  prepa- 
ions  for  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  were  completed,  the  loca- 
i  being  known  as  "Camp  Misery  on  Smoky  Hill." 
flie  Thirty-seventh  experienced  their  first  battle  at  Frederick s- 
g  from  the  11th  to  the  loth  of  December.  Devens's  Brigade 
i  the  first  of  Franklin's  Left  Grand  Division  to  cross  the  river 

the  onlv  one  on  the  southern  side  the  niuht  of  the  11th.  The 
nient  led  the  wav  across  the  lower  of  the  two  bridges.  General 
ens  riding  at  its  head,  and  all  through  the  sharp  chill  of  the 
it  the  men  stood  to  arms.  During  the  four  days  which  followed, 
gh  frequently  under  artillery  fire,  the  loss  of  the  Thirty-seventh 
but  one  killed  and  one  or  two  wounded.  The  brigade  covered 
•etrcat  of  Franklin's  troops  on  the  night  of  the  15th,  and  a  few 

later  went  into  winter  quarters  some  three  miles  east  of  Fal- 
h,  the  official  designation  bein<r  "  Near  White  Oak  Church." 
renant  Colonel  Goodrich  resigned  on  the  10th  of  January,  18G3, 
r  Montague  and  Captain  Allen  being  promoted  in  order. 
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The  regiment  had  its  share  in  the  terrible  discomforts  of  "  Burn- 
side's  Mud  March,"  and  after  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  passed  to  Hooker,  Colonel  Edwards,  owing  to  the  ravages 
of  disease,  devised  a  new  camp  named  "Camp  Edwards,"  which 
was  made  one  of  the  most  perfect  in  the  army,  and  in  which  the 
general  health  of  the  men  rapidly  improved.  Assistant  Surgeon 
Ellis  died  of  disease  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th  of  March. 

Breaking  camp  on  the  28th  of  April,  the  Thirty-seventh  shared  in 
the  mancuverings  of  General  Sedgwick's  command,  and  in  the 
charge  and  capture  of  Marye's  flights  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of 
May  formed  a  part  of  the  supporting  line.  Later  in  the  day,  in  the 
sharp  engagement  at  Salem  Church,  the  regiment  came  upon  the 
ground  in  a  moment  of  extreme  peril  to  the  Union  left  flank.  The 
right  wing  of  the  regiment  supporting  Williston's  Battery,  which 
had  heroically  planted  itself  in  the  path  of  the  apparently  triumph- 
ant Confederates,  the  left  wing  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Montague 
took  position  on  an  eminence  somewhat  to  the  left,  where  it  flanked 
the  assailants,  and  its  sharp  musketry  fire  in  connection  with  the 
splendid  service  of  the  battery  saved  that  portion  of  the  field.  Dur- 
ing the  niirht  and  the  following  dav  the  Thirtv-scventh  held  the  ex- 
posed  angle  of  Sedgwick's  line,  two  of  its  companies  as  skirmishers 
repelling  several  attempted  advances  of  the  enemy,  and  covering  the 
retreat  of  the  corps  at  dusk  with  marked  ability.  The  loss  of  the 
command  was  about  25  wounded — two  mortally. 

The  former  camp  was  re-occupied  t  ill  the  beginning  of  Lee's  north- 
ward movement  a  few  weeks  later,  when  part  was  taken  in  the  dem- 
onstrations across  the  Rappahannock,  from  the  4th  to  the  14th  of 
June.  During  that  time  there  was  constant  skirmishing  and  detail 
duty,  and  at  its  close  a  rapid  march  to  Fairfax  Court  House.  In 
that  vicinity  a  halt  was  made  till  the  morning  of  the  26th,  when 
the  northward  march  was  begun  which  ended  on  the  battle-field  of 
Gettysburg  on  the  afternoon  of  July  2. 

Forming  part  of  the  first  supporting  line  at  the  left  of  the  field, 
after  the  re-establishment  of  the  Third  and  Fifth  Corps  near  Little 
Round  Top,  the  regiment  laid  on  its  arms  that  night,  and  next  day 
was  moved  back  and  forth  from  point  to  point  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  battle  required,  often  at  a  double-quick,  regardless  of  the  terrible 
heat,  taking  position  in  the  front  line  after  the  repulse  of  Lee's  last 
attack.    At  the  opening  of  the  cannonade  which  preceded  the  final 
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assault  the  brigade  was  moving  toward  the  Round  Tops,  and  had 
just  entered  the  Taneytown  road  in  rear  of  the  Union  left  center. 
The  Thirty-seventh  led,  and  was  in  full  range  of  the  hostile  bat- 
teries, which  sent  through  its  ranks  a  terrible  fire.  In  a  moment 
<ix  men  were  killed  or  mortally  hurt  and  25  wounded,  but  sudden 
md  severe  as  was  the  trial,  not  a  man  shrank,  the  conduct  of  the 
egiment  being  such  as  to  win  a  warm  compliment  from  the  brigade 
oinmander — Colonel  Exist  is — as  soon  as  shelter  was  reached. 
The  roundabout  pursuit  of  Lee's  army  toward  the  Potomac  was 
bared  by  the  Thirty-seventh,  and  something  of  their  discomforts 
my  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  in  toiling  over  the  rough  mountain 
xuls  in  the  storms  which  prevailed  at  that  time  no  less  than  180 
I  them  were  entirely  without  shoes!  At  Funkstown,  when  the 
vo  armies  again  confronted  each  other,  the  rifles  of  the  Thirty- 
venth  were  heard  on  the  skirmish  line,  and  when  an  advance 
lowed  that  the  foe  had  retired  into  Virginia  the  Union  columns 
untermarched  and  descended  the  river  to  Berlin,  where  they 
osscd  on  the  10th  and  advanced  by  easy  stages  to  the  vicinity  of 
arrenton,  which  was  reached  on  the  25th. 

At  midnight  of  July  30  an  order  was  received  for  the  command 
proceed  at  once  to  New  York  for  duty  on  account  of  the  draft 
mbles  there.  Cars  were  taken  next  morning  at  Warrenton  Junc- 
n  and  at  noon  of  August  2  the  regiment  debarked  in  the  vicinity 
Castle  Garden,  proceeding  at  once  to  Fort  Hamilton,  where  it  en- 
nped.  Colonel  Edwards  took  command  of  the  post,  and  the 
iment  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Montague  won  much  praise  for  • 
•xcellence  in  drill,  discipline  and  deportment — the  qualities  which 
led  to  its  detail  for  the  duty. 
LUgust  19  was  the  date  fixed  for  the  renewal  of  the  draft,  and 
evening  previous  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  city  and  early 
t  morning  marched  up  to  the  Washington  Parade  Ground, 
nee  Companies  G  and  C  were  detailed  for  duty  at  the  drafting 
us  on  Sixth  Avenue.  No  disturbance  occurred,  and  on  the 
[•noon  of  the  21st  the  regiment  was  relieved  and  returned  to  its 
p.  It  went  again  to  the  city  on  the  12th  of  September  and  en- 
ped  on  Columbia  College  grounds,  remaining  there  and  per- 
iing  various  duties  till  October  14,  when  it  returned  to  the  Army 
c  Potomac,  rejoining  the  brigade  on  the  battle-field  of  Chantilly 
?  days  later,  where  a  fight  was  momentarily  expected. 
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Again  Lee  retired  and  Meade  pursued  as  far  as  Warrenton,  the 
Thirty-seventh  going  into  camp  till  they  were  called  forth  on  the 
7th  of  November  to  join  in  the  successful  movement  against  Rap- 
pahannock Station,  where  they  were  in  support  but  not  actively  en- 
gaged. On  the  11th  the  river  was  crossed  and  at  Brandy  Station, 
six  miles  beyond,  an  encampment  followed  till  the  26th — Thanks- 
giving day  in  Massachusetts — when  the  Mine  Run  campaign  began. 
In  that  dismal  undertaking  the  Thirty-seventh  had  a  full  share. 
The  morning  of  the  30th,  when  it  was  the  purpose  of  General 
Meade  to  deliver  his  attack,  found  them  in  the  front  at  the  extreme 
left  of  the  Union  lines,  and  all  day  in  the  severe  cold  they  remained 
under  lire,  losing  a  few  wounded  but  suffering  most  from  the  biting 
weather.  Withdrawing  from  this  uncomfortable  position,  the  regi- 
ment returned  to  its  former  camp  at  Brandy  Station,  where  winter 
quarters  were  built.  Major  Allen  having  resigned  on  the  25th  of 
November,  Captain  Moody  was  promoted  to  the  vacancy.  A  march 
to  Madison  Court  House,  in  support  of  a  cavalry  demonstration, 
began  on  the  26th  of  February,  1864,  and  ended  by  the  return  to 
camp  on  the  2d  of  March,  a  cold,  sleety  storm  having  made  the 
experience  very  tedious. 

The  Thirty-seventh  began  the  "  Wilderness  campaign"  soon  after 
midnight  of  the  3d  of  May,  when  tents  were  struck  and  the  inarch 
commenced.  Eustis's  was  one  of  the  three  brigades  under  General 
Getty  detached  from  the  Sixth  Corps  to  operate  on  the  Brock  and 
Orange  Plank  roads,  and  the  enemy  was  first  encountered  toward 
#  night  of  the  5th,  when  the  regiment,  though  not  closely  engaged, 
lpst  a  dozen  killed  and  wounded.  Its  severest  experience  came  on 
the  following  day,  when  the  arrival  of  Longstreet  with  reinforce- 
ments for  the  Confederates  resulted  in  the  driving  back  of  Wads- 
worth's  Division.  That  officer,  looking  for  some  assistance  in  stem- 
ming the  adverse  tide,  came  upon  Eustis's  Brigade,  which  was 
advancing  in  column  of  regiments,  the  Thirty-seventh  in  front. 
Colonel  Edwards  received  from  Wadsworth  the  order  to  charge 
the  enemy,  and  at  once  put  his  command  in  motion,  making  a  mag- 
nificent advance  for  some  900  yards,  during  which  the  regiment 
cleared  everything  before  it  until,  being  almost  surrounded,  it  was 
obliged  to  halt  and  fight  its  way  back.  General  Wadsworth,  who 
had  accompanied  it  on  the  charge,  complimented  its  effective  work 
and  rode  away,  purposing  to  rejoin  his  division,  but  instead  received 
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his  death-wound.  The  retreat  of  the  regiment  was  even  more  re- 
markable than  its  advance  had  been.  Loading  as  they  fell  back, 
one-half  the  men  would  halt  and  deliver  their  fire  while  their  com- 
rades passed  to  the  rear,  and  thus  alternating  they  maintained  a 
firm  front  till  the  line  of  the  brigade  was  regained.  The  loss  dur- 
wi  the  charge  was  34  killed  and  more  than  a  hundred  wounded. 

Sharing  the  fortunes  of  the  brigade  through  the  remainder  of  the 
ight,  but  without  being  seriously  engaged,  the  Thirty-seventh  joined 
n  the  movement  by  the  flank  to  Spottsylvania  and  in  the  support 
f  Crawford's  Division  of  the  Fifth  Corps  in  the  fighting  on  the 
fternoon  of  the  8th.  The  regiment  was  in  the  front  line  that 
ight, and  next  morning  its  skirmishers  made  a  fine  advance,  push- 
vi  back  the  enemy  till  his  main  intrenched  line  was  reached,  when, 
A  being  supported,  they  were  finally  obliged  to  fall  back. 
On  the  same  day  Colonel  Edwards  took  command  of  the  brigade, 
eneral  Eustis  being  transferred,  and  permanent  command  of  the 
gimcnt  was  vested  in  Lieutenant  Colonel  Montague.  The  next 
d  one  of  the  sharpest  trials  of  the  organization  was  at  the  battle 

••the  Angle"  on  the  morning  of  May  1*2,  when  it  took  position 
a i nst  the  outer  face  of  the  works  captured  by  Hancock's  Corps 
<1  held  them  for  nearly  24  hours  despite  the  desperate  efforts  made 

•  their  recapture.  During  this  time  the  men  fired  an  average 
4 00  rounds,  though  there  was  a  severe  storm  prevailing.  At  one 
lo  in  the  evening,  when  they  had  been  relieved  and  fallen  back  a 

paces  because  entirely  out  of  ammunition,  the  relieving  regi- 
it  broke  and  huddled  to  the  rear  with  the  cry  that  the  Confeder- 
i  were  in  the  works.  The  Thfrtv-seventh  were  instantly  awakened 
n  the  sleep  of  exhaustion  into  which  they  had  fallen,  advanced 
he  works  and  held  them  with  the  bayonet  till  a  fresh  supply  of 
ridges  came  up;  the  firing  was  then  resumed  and  continued  till 

•  morning,  when  the  enemy  were  found  to  have  fallen  back.  The 
to  the  regiment  had  been  about  15  killed  and  50  wounded, 

n.LT  the  latter  being  Lieutenant  Colonel  Montague,  Major  Moody, 
a  in  Pease  and  Second  Lieutenants  George  E.  Cooke  of  Amherst 
Joseph  Follansbee  of  Springfield — the  three  last  named  mortally, 
icn  followed  the  operations  by  the  left  flank,  the  Union  com- 
lers  spending  several  days  in  the  attempt  to  find  an  unguarded 
on  the  Confederate  right;  but  when  these  efforts  were  seen  to 
tile  another  attempt  was  made  to  break  through  in  the  vicinity 
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of  the  Angle,  and  in  the  attack  there  on  the  morning  of  the  18th 
the  Thirty-seventh  had  the  satisfaction  of  penetrating  the  hostile 
works  almost  to  the  muzzles  of  the  batteries,  holding  on  desperately 
for  a  time  exposed  in  front  and  flank  to  a  murderous  lire,  but  obliged 
eventually  to  retire  owing  to  the  general  failure  of  the  attack —a 
very  trying  movement,  which  was  executed  in  a  most  creditable 
manner  under  the  lead  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Harlow  of  the  Seventh 
Massachusetts,  who  had  been  appointed  to  the  temporary  command 
of  the  Thirty-seventh  owing  to  the  many  casualties  among  its  own 
officers.    The  loss  was  20  in  killed  and  wounded. 

Then  followed  a  return  to  the  left  and  renewed  hostilities  in  that 
quarter,  the  movement  to  the  North  Anna  on  the  21st,  the  skirmish- 
ing there  and  the  continuation  of  the  movement  to  Cold  Harbor. 
Edwards's  command  taking  part  in  a  reconnaissance  to  Peake's  Sta- 
tion on  the  30th,  where  a  skirmish  resulted,  showing  the  Confederates 
in  force,  and  on  retiring  the  brigade  covered  the  retreat,  exchanging 
more  or  less  compliments  with  the  southern  horsemen.    In  all  these 
minor  experiences  the  Thirty-seventh  had  a  full  share,  and  ever  with 
credit.    On  the  1st  of  June  they  marched  to  Cold  Harbor  in  season 
to  protect  the  endangered  federal  left  flank,  losing  a  few  men  and 
more  heavily  on  the  3d,  though  not  closely  engaged.    While  this 
ended  the  battle,  properly  speaking,  the  two  armies  confronted  each 
other  at  close  quarters  till  the  12th,  the  Thirty-seventh  being  much 
of  the  time  in  the  advance  line  where  the  sharp-shooting  was  very 
deadly,  and  continually  losing  men,  their  entire  list  of  casualties 
during  the  time  being  some  35. 

The  movement  to  the  south  of  the  James  river  began  on  the  12th. 
and  the  day  previous  Lieutenant  Colonel  Montague  returned  to  duty, 
relieving  Lieutenant  Colonel  Harlow;  but  he  was  obliged  to  return 
to  hospital  and  the  command  of  the  regiment  for  some  weeks  de- 
volved on  Captain  J.  A.  Loomis.  The  lines  in  front  of  Petersburg 
were  reached  on  the  evening  of  the  17th,  and  the  next  day  the 
Thirty-seventh  shared  in  the  battle,  losing  four  men  killed  and 
several  wounded.  By  this  time  the  term  of  service  of  the  other 
regiments  of  the  brigade  had  expired,  and  all  had  departed  for 
home,  the  re-enlisted  veterans  and  the  recruits  remaining  to  com- 
plete their  terms  of  service — those  of  the  Second  Rhode  Island 
being  formed  into  a  battalion  and  those  of  the  Seventh  and  Tenth 
Massachusetts  continuing  with  the  Thirty-seventh,  at  first  as  do- 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  THIRTY-SEVENTH  REGIMENT. 


571 


tachments  but  three  months  later  being  distributed  among  the  dif- 
ferent companies  of  the  regiment.  The  brigade,  therefore,  for  a 
time  consisted  only  of  the  Thirty-seventh  and  the  attachments — a 
total  of  scarcely  500  men  and  officers. 

During  the  days  which  followed  there  was  almost  incessant  skir- 
mishing and  exposure;  on  the  22d  the  brigade  took  position  on  the 
extreme  left  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  which  had  been  established  along 
!he  Jerusalem  Plank  road,  remaining  there  till  the  20th,  when  the 
jorps  marched  to  Reams  Station  to  the  relief  of  General  Wilson's 
•avalry, — a  trying  but  bloodless  expedition,  from  which  they  re- 
urned  on  the  2d  of  July.  On  the  6th  the  brigade  was  discontinued 
nd  a  new  one  formed,  under  Colonel  Edwards,  consisting  of  the 
emains  of  his  former  command,  with  the  Fifth  Wisconsin,  Twenty- 
bird,  Fortv-ninth,  Eighty-second  and  One  Hundred  and  Nineteenth 
Pennsylvania  Regiments.  This  was  made  the  Third  Brigade,  First 
'ivision,  Sixth  Corps,  and  members  of  the  regiment  who  had  suc- 
cessively worn  the  blue  and  the  white  Greek  crosses  now  donned 
le  red  as  their  distinguished  badge. 

Three  days  later  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  of  the  corps  were 
•dered  to  Washington  to  meet  the  Maryland  raid  of  General  Early, 
the  Third  Division  having  been  already  sent  on  by  way  of  Balti- 
ore  and  defeated  at  the  battle  of  the  Monocacy.  The  Thirty- 
venth  took  transport  to  Washington,  which  was  reached  about 
on  of  the  12th.  Marching  at  once  to  Fort  Stevens,  some  part 
is  had  that  afternoon  in  the  engagement  with  Early's  advance,  and 
xt  morning  the  pursuit  of  his  retreating  forces  was  taken  up. 
e  day  following  the  regiment  was  armed  with  the  Spencer  rc- 
iting  rifles,  being  the  first  in  the  Sixth  Corps  to  receive  that  then 
narkablo  weapon.  On  the  18th  the  enemy  was  overtaken  at 
icker's  Ferry  on  the  Shenandoah  river,  and  an  attack  by  a  divis- 
of  the  Eighth  Corps  was  repulsed.  Details  from  the  Thirty- 
enth  went  on  picket  along  the  river  after  the  fight,  and  in  the 
iet  fire  of  the  next  day  proved  the  power  of  the  new  weapons. 
>n  the  morning  of  the  20th  the  regiment  led  the  crossing  of  the 
r,  only  to  find  that  Early  had  retreated,  and  that  night  General 
i^ht  started  with  his  corps  for  the  defenses  of  Washington,  to 
ch  lie  made  a  sharp  march ;  but  he  had  scarcely  arrived  there 
n  further  intelligence  caused  him  to  "march  toward  Harper's 
ry  on  the  20th.    That  point  being  reached  by  great  exertion — 


572 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR 


the  severely  hot  weather  being  intensified  by  a  drought  which  had 
prevailed  since  the  first  of  June — the  corps  was  united  with  Crook's 
command  a  few  miles  beyond, — which  had  scarcely  been  done  when 
the  intelligence  of  McCausland's  raid  drew  from  General  Halleck 
at  Washington  an  order  for  their  immediate  return  to  Frederick, 
which  was  obeyed  though  causing  great  suffering  to  the  men. 

Jn  that  vicinity  the  regiment  remained  till  the  6th  of  August, 
when,  General  Sheridan  having  been  put  in  command  of  the  de- 
partment, the  corps  was  ordered  across  the  Potomac  to  more  active 
operations.  The  result  was  a  parallel  race  up  the  Shenandoah 
Valley  by  the  two  armies,  Early  finally  taking  post  in  a  stron? 
position  near  Cedar  Creek.  After  a  few  days  of  skirmishing  Sheri- 
dan decided  to  fall  back  to  his  former  position  near  Charlestown; 
Early  promptly  followed.  In  these  maneuvcrings  the  Thirty- 
seventh  had  its  full  share  of  hardships  and  exposure,  and  on  tho 
morning  of  the  21st  it  rendered  notable  service  in  repelling  an  at- 
tack by  the  enemy  on  the  skirmish  line.  An  alarm  being  sounded 
the  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  front,  deployed  along  a  sunken 
road,  and  made  so  strong  a  resistance  with  the  Spencer  ritle  that 
the  Confederates  withdrew  and  did  not  renew  the  attempt  on  that 
part  of  the  Union  Line.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  five  killed 
and  15  wounded. 

Following  this  experience  no  event  of  moment  occurred  until  the 
battle  of  the  Opequan,  in  which  the  Thirty-seventh  rendered  excellent 
service  and  won  high  commendation.  At  the  opening  of  the  battle 
Russell's  Division,  of  which  it  formed  a  part,  was  in  reserve:  but 
when,  after  the  first  advance  of  the  Federal  troops,  their  line  was 
broken  at  the  junction  of  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps,  the  re- 
serves were  brought  into  action.  Colonel  Edwards,  with  quick 
military  intuition,  had  early  ordered  the  Thirty-seventh  to  the  right, 
where  it  occupied  a  ravine  in  front  of  Stevens's  Fifth  Maine  Bat- 
tery. A  Confederate  brigade  was  soon  discovered  making  for  thi- 
battery  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Montague  quickly  prepared  his  com- 
mand for  a  vigorous  counter-charge.  This  was  successfully  exe- 
cuted, the  Spencer  rifles  sweeping  everything  before  them,  the  colors 
of  the  Second  Virginia  Regiment  and  many  prisoners  being  capt- 
ured. The  pursuit  was  kept  up  for  half  a  mile,  and  a  halt  made 
far  in  advance  of  any 'other  Union  troops,  near  a  rebel  battery, 
which  was  soon  silenced  and  driven  away  by  the  sharp  firing  of  a 
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detachment  from  the  regiment.  While  bringing  up  troops  to  the 
support  of  this  position  General  David  A.  Russell  was  killed.  The 
egiraent  had  by  a  change  of  direction  been  entirely  separated  from 
he  rest  of  the  brigade,  and  fought  for  some  time  as  an  independent 
oramand,  making  another  dash  to  the  front  and  cutting  off  the  line 
f  retreat  in  use  by  some  of  the  Confederates  as  their  lines  were 
rumbled  further  to  the  right,  and  being  led  far  forward  by  the 
nllant  General  Upton,  who  was  severely  wounded  while  galloping 
ith  the  colors  of  the  regiment  toward  the  enemy.  Although  out 
f  ammunition  and  far  in  advance  of  their  supports,  the  Thirty- 
venth  still  held  on  with  the  bayonet  till  other  troops  were  ordered 
nvard  with  cartridges,  when  they  joined  in  the  final  decisive  charge, 
lie  loss  was  heavy;  out  of  296  enlisted  men  taken  into  action,  15 
j re  killed  and  seven  officers  and  72  men  wounded,  among  the 
tally  hurt  being  First  Lieutenant  Charles  8.  Bardwell  of  Whately. 
For  his  services  that  day  Colonel  Edwards  received  the  brevet  of 
igadier  general  and  was  made  commander  of  the  post  at  Win- 
ester,  the  Thirty-seventh  forming  the  provost  guard,  in  which 
viable  but  well-earned  position  they  remained  till  the  frost  and 
rms  of  winter  and  the  practical  dispersion  of  Early's  command 
.  an  end  to  military  operations  in  the  Valley.    Major  Moody  hav- 

been  discharged  July  26  for  disability,  Captain  Hufus  P.  Lincoln 
eeeded  to  the  office.  On  the  13th  of  December  the  Tliirtv-seventh 
k  cars  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  front  of  Petersburg,  by 
-  of  Washington,  being  the  last  regiment  of  the  Sixth  Corps  to 
art ;  three  days  later  they  rejoined  the  brigade — at  the  time 
mianded  by  General  Isaac  C.  Bassctt,  going  into  camp  in  the 
nity  of  Fort  Wads  worth  on  the  Weldon  Railroad, 
uring  the  winter  no  events  of  great  importance  transpired,  hut 
e  was  an  incessant  round  of  dangerous  and  disagreeable  duties. 

regiment  formed  part  of  a  supporting  force  sent  out  on  the 
>f  February,  1865,  to  operate  against  the  enemy's  right  Hank 
fatcher's  Run,  and  for  two  days  there  was  skirmishing  and 
fving  during  one  of  the  severest  storms  of  winter;  when,  with 
oss  of  a  few  men  wounded  and  the  rest  nearly  frozen,  the  com- 
1  returned  to  camp.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Montague  resigned  on 
cl  of  March,  Major  Lincoln  and  Captain  Mason  W.  Tyler  were 
advanced  a  grade,  the  command  of  the  regiment  being  taken 
e  latter,  the  former  being  absent  on  staff  duty. 
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The  assault  on  Fort  Stedman  on  the  morning  of  March  2.3,1865. 
called  the  Thirty-seventh  with  other  troops  of  the  Sixth  Corps 
toward  the  scene,  but  when  it  was  found  that  their  services  would 
not  be  needed  in  repelling  the  assault,  General  Wright  made  a 
counter  attack  on  the  Confederate  works  in  front  of  Fort  Fisher, 
capturing  the  intrenched  picket  line,  in  holding  which  against  re- 
peated efforts  for  its  recapture  the  Thirty-seventh  rendered  import- 
ant service.  Among  the  few  wounded  that  day  was  Major  Tyler, 
and  the  commander  of  the  regiment  from  that  date  till  the  sur- 
render of  General  Lee  was  Captain  Hopkins. 

In  the  attack  on  the  defenses  of  Petersburg,  in  the  morning  of 
April  2,  the  skirmish  line  was  composed  of  75  picked  men  and  vol- 
unteers from  the  regiment  under  Captain  John  C.  Robinson,  formed 
alternately  with  the  brigade  pioneers  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
David  M.  Donaldson,  armed  only  with  axes  for  cutting  through  the 
abatis,  while  the  rest  of  the  command  was  in  the  front  line  of  the 
assaulting  column.  The  line  of  battle  reached  the  abatis  almost 
as  soon  as  the  pioneers,  sweeping  through  and  over  it,  the  objective 
of  the  Thirty-seventh  being  a  three-gun  fort.  This  with  a  stand 
of  colors  was  captured  after  a  sharp  struggle,  the  loss  of  the  regi- 
ment being  three  killed  and  32  wounded.  Other  important  service 
was  rendered  during  the  day,  including  the  silencing  of  a  battery 
by  a  detail  of  two  companies  in  the  afternoon. 

That  evening  when  the  Union  lines  halted  near  Petersburg  Gen- 
eral Edwards  was  made  officer  of  the  day,  and  his  skirmishers  were 
largely  from  the  Thirty-seventh.  Before  daylight  next  morning 
he  advanced  with  them  to  the  city,  the  evacuation  of  which  by  Gen- 
eral Lee  had  just  been  completed,  and  received  from  the  officials  a 
formal  surrender.  The  Thirty-seventh  Regiment  alone  of  the  Sixth 
Corps  entered  the  city  to  preserve  order  till  it  could  be  garrisoned 
by  the  Ninth  Corps,  and  then  the  pursuit  of  the  retreating  Confed- 
erates was  taken  up.  Within  75  hours  over  70  miles  were  marched, 
aud  on  the  afternoon  of  the  6th,  after  making  several  miles  on  the 
double-quick,  the  regiment  took  an  important  part  in  the  severe  en- 
gagement at  Sailor's  Creek  which  resulted  in  the  destruction  of 
Lee's  rear  guard  under  General  Swell. 

At  the  opening  of  the  engagement  the  division — commanded  by 
General  Wheaton — advanced  up  a  broken  and  bush-covered  slope 
till  it  encountered  the  Confederate  line,  when  a  heavy  fire  at  short 
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ange  was  received  and  the  Union  troops,  with  the  exception  of  the 
'hirty-seventh,  fell  back.  That  organization  stood  its  ground,  and 
ided  by  the  Spencer  rifle  drove  out  the  forces  in  its  front  and  pur- 
led them  some  distance.  It  then  dispersed  another  body  moving 
ist  its  flank,  when  it  was  almost  at  the  same  moment  attacked 
om  the  rear  by  General  Custis  Lee's  Brigade  and  a  terribly  ob- 
inate  contest  at  close  quarters  followed.  Finally  the  assailants 
i  re  driven  back  into  a  ravine  from  which  they  had  emerged  to  the 
tack  and  forced  to  surrender,  General  Custis  Lee  and  more  than 
eir  own  number  being  captured  by  the  Thirty-seventh.  The  loss 
the  regiment  was  nine  killed  and  31  wounded  out  of  some  200 
ven  into  action.  Captain  Hopkins,  who  had  received  the  brevet 
major  for  his  part  in  the  fall  of  Petersburg,  was  now  brevetted 
utenant  colonel. 

rhis  was  the  last  engagement  in  which  the  regiment  took  part, 
followed  Lee  to  Appomattox,  retraced  its  steps  to  Burkesville 
ere  it  remained  for  ten  days,  thence  went  to  Danville,  where  the 
i'S  of  General  Johnston's  surrender  was  received,  and  passed  the 
ly  part  of  May  guarding  the  Southside  Railroad.  The  Sixth 
ps  was  reviewed  in  Richmond  May  24,  marching  thence  to  Hall's 
I,  a  few  miles  across  the  Potomac  from  Washington,  and  on  the 
of  June  was  reviewed  in  the  national  capital,  the  Thirty -seventh 
er  Major  Tyler  having  300  members  present, 
he  re-enlisted  men  and  some  of  the  officers  were  transferred  to 
Twentieth  Massachusetts  Regiment  on  the  21st  of  June,  while 
remainder  of  the  regiment  was  mustered  out  of  the  United 
es  service.  Next  morning  it  set  out  for  home,  going  by  way 
sew  York,  Hudson,  Pittsfield,  Springfield  and  Boston  to  the 
p  at  Readville,  whence  on  the  2d  of  July,  having  been  paid  and 
larged  by  the  state,  the  veteran  band  bade  adieu  to  soldier  life. 


THE  THIRTY-EIGHTH  REGIMENT 


THE  Thirty-eighth  Regiment  was  recruited  from  various  tovms 
near  Boston  and  in  Plymouth  county.  Companies  A,  B  and 
F  gathered  at  Camp  Day  in  North  Cambridge,  while  the 
other  seven  companies  rendezvoused  at  Camp  Stanton,  Lynnfield, 
unde  r  command  of  Major  D.  K.  Ward  well.  The  latter  were  mus- 
tered August  20-22,  1802,  while  the  Cambridge  companies  were 
sworn  in  by  detachments  at  various  times  during  July  and  August, 
a  few  recruits  being  added  later.  The  roster  of  officers  at  the  time 
the  regiment  left  Massachusetts  follows : — 

Colonel,  Timothy  Ingraham  of  New  Bedford;  lieutenant  colonel, 
David  K.  Ward  well  of  Boston;  major,  William  L.  Rodman  of  New- 
Bedford;  surgeon,  Samuel  C.  Hartwell  of  Southbridge;  assistant  sur- 
geons, Edwin  F.  Ward  of  Enfield  and  George  F.  Thompson  of  Belcher- 
town;  adjutant,  Frank  W.  Loring  of  Boston;  quartermaster,  Elijah 
Swift  of  Falmouth;  sergeant  major,  Timothy  Ingraham,  Jr.,  of  New 
Bedford;  quartermaster  sergeant,  William  A.  Richardson  of  Newton: 
commissary  sergeant,  Israel  B.  Nelson  of  Cambridge ;  hospital  stew- 
ard, Amasa  D.  Ward  of  Worcester;  principal  musicians,  Charles  Mon- 
roe of  Cambridge  and  Albert  T.  Finney  of  Plymouth. 

Company  A,  Cambridge  port — Captain,  James  P.  Richardson:  first 
lieutenant,  Arthur  Hodges;  second  lieutenant,  William  II.  Jewell. 

Company  B,  East  Cambridge — Captain,  J.  Henry  Wyman  :  first 
lieutenant,  Frank  N.  Scott;  second  lieutenant,  George  H.  Bennett. 

Company  C,  Abington — Captain,  Charles  F.  Allen;  first  lieutenant. 
Timothy  Reed;  second  lieutenant,  Francis  A.  Nash. 

Company  D  — First  lieutenant,  Cephas  Washburn  of  Kingston; 
second  lieutenant,  Albert  Mason  of  Plymouth. 

Company  E,  Lynn — Captain  John  E.  Smith;  first  lieutenant,  Eben 
Parsons,  Jr.;  second  lieutenant,  Vivian  K.  Spear. 

Company  F,  Cambridge — Captain,  Taylor  P.  Rundlett;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Joseph  A.  Hildreth;  second  lieutenant,  Edward  C.  Dyke. 

Company  G,  Plymouth — Captain,  Charles  C.  Doten;  second  lieu- 
tenant, George  1>.  Russell. 

Company  H— Captain,  Thomas  R.  Rodman  of  New  Bedford:  firs: 
lieutenant,  Julius  M.  Lathrop  of  Dcdham;  second  lieutenant,  Charles 
C.  Howland  of  Boston. 
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Company  I— Captain,  James  II.  Wade  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant,  • 
sgood  W.  Waitt  of  Maiden. 

Company  K — Captain,  James  H.  Slade;  first  lieutenant,  Samuel 
;ui It,  both  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  George  T.  Martin  of  Melrose. 

The  vacant  line  offices  were  filled  by  promotions  dating  from 
>veml)cr  1,  Lieutenant  Reed  becoming  captain  of  Company  D, 
rgeant  Major  Ingraham  advancing  to  second  lieutenant  and  being 
x'eeded  by  Frederick  Holmes  of  Plymouth. 
Marching  orders  came  for  the  26th  of  August,  when  the  Lynn- 
d  companies  formed  regimental  line,  having  been  fully  equipped 
I  armed  with  the  Enfield  rifle,  went  by  rail  to  Boston  and  took 
3  for  New  London  via  Worcester,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
oncl  Wardwell.  The  other  companies  also  came  to  Boston,  but 
till  the  main  body  had  left  the  city,  when  they  took  a  special 
n  and  overtook  the  others  at  New  London.  From  there  the 
maud  went  to  Jersey  City  by  steamer,  thenco  to  Philadelphia 
wo  trains,  enjoying  the  hospitality  of  the  Quaker  City  and  about 
night  setting  out  for  Baltimore.  The  Monumental  City  was 
lied  the  next  forenoon,  and  after  dinner  at  the  Uniuii  Relief 
ais  the  regiment  inarched  to  Camp  Belger  in  Druid  Ilill  Park, 
•c  a  day  or  two  later  the  Cambridge  companies  were  armed  and 
>ped,  and  on  the  3d  of  September  Colonel  Ingraham  arrived 
assumed  command ;  as  both  he  and  the  second  in  command 
experienced  soldiers  the  regiment  made  rapid  progress  in  drill 
liscipline.  On  the  9th  the  Thirty-eighth  were  ordered  to  take 
ition  on  the  Liberty  or  Frederick  road,  some  seven  miles  from 
nore,  near  the  village  of  Powhattan,  to  guard  against  attack 
e  city  by  General  Lee's  Confederate  army,  then  in  the  state, 
place  was  reached  late  in  the  evening,  and  next  day  Camp 
was  laid  out  and  occupied,  the  regiment  remaining  there  some 
eeks,  and  a  brass-band  being  organized  from  musicians  in  the 
and. 

ching  orders  were  received  on  the  11th  of  October,  and  next 
3  regiment  returned  to  Baltimore  and  took  cars  for  Chambers- 
icing  called  out  on  account  of  the  raid  of  Stuart's  cavalry 
the  rear  of  McClellan's  army;  but  the  train  had  hardly 
when  it  was  called  back,  the  troops  debarked  and  were 
cd  in  convenient  buildings  during  the  niqrht.  Next  morning 
irty-eijght  marched  to  a  pleasant  location  on  the  southwest 
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outskirts  of  the  city,  designated  as  Camp  Emory,  where  they  were 
attached  to  one  of  the  brigades  of  General  Emory's  command.  This 
position  was  occupied  till  November  0,  Colonel  Ingrnham  acting  a> 
brigadier  much  of  the  time.  By  this  time  the  first  severe  snow- 
storm  had  occurred,  and  the  order  which  came  on  that  day  to  em- 
bark on  ocean  transports  was  welcomed  by  the  men.  On  the  10th 
the  regiment  was  taken  down  Chesapeake  Bay  in  small  craft  and 
transferred  to  the  Baltic,  General  Emory's  flag-ship,  sailing  to 
Hampton  Roads  where  the  vessel  anchored.  With  brief  trips 
ashore  for  musket  practice  and  drill,  the  regiment  remained  on 
shipboard  till  the  8th  of  December.  During  this  time  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Wardwell  resigned,  dating  from  December  3;  Major  Rod- 
man and  Captain  Richardson  being  advanced  in  due  order. 

The  fleet  bearing  the  division  began  to  weigh  anchor  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  8th,  and  that  afternoon  the  Baltic  sailed,  in  the  rear  of 
the  squadron.  Ship  Island  was  reached  on  the  13th,  en  route  to 
New  Orleans;  but  as  the  Baltic  was  of  too  heavy  draft  to  enter  the 
Mississippi  river,  the  Thirty-eighth  debarked  and  waited  on  the  un- 
inviting spot  for  the  return  of  some  of  the  lighter  craft.  Christ- 
mas passed,  and  it  was  not  till  the  28th  that  the  Northern  Light 
appeared  to  take  the  regiment  on  its  way.  It  sailed  the  30th, 
reached  New  Orleans  the  following  day,  and  on  New  Year's  day 
went  up  the  river  to  Carrollton,  where  the  regiment  went  ashore. 
Some  changes  in  the  assignment  of  regiments  to  brigades  occurred 
at  first  but  the  Thirty-eighth  soon  became  part  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
Third  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  the  other  regiments  of  the  bri- 
gade being  the  Thirty-first  and  Fifty-third  Massachusetts,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty-sixth  and  One  Hundred  and  Seven ty-fifth  New  York. 
Colonel  Gooding  of  the  Thirty-first  commanded  the  brigade  and 
General  Emory  the  division.  Colonel  Ingraham  was  about  this  time 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  same  division,  and 
did  not  return  to  the  regiment  for  duty. 

The  regiment  took  part  in  its  first  expedition  February  11,  1863. 
when  it  went  aboard  the  steamer  Morning  Light  and  ascended  the 
river  to  Plaquemine,  where  a  landing  was  made  and  the  troops 
waited  till  the  19th,  anticipating  an  expedition  up  the  Bayou  Pla- 
quemine. A  reconnaissance  showing  that  the  stream  was  thoroughly 
obstructed,  the  regiment  re-embarked  on  the  transport  and  returned 
to  Camp  Kearny,  where  it  remained  till  the  6th  of  March,  the  men 
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suffering:  much  from  disease.    Camp  was  broken  during  a  heavy 
rain  storm,  and  at  noon  of  the  7th  the  command  embarked  on  the 
.St.  Man  's,  reaching  Baton  Rouge  next  morning  and  being  quar- 
tered in  the  theater.    After  reviews  and  other  preparations,  line  was 
formed  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  and  the  Thirty-eighth 
joined  the  force  demonstrating  against  Port  Hudson  in  conjunction 
w  ith  the  attempt  of  Admiral  Farragut  to  run  the  batteries  with 
a  portion  of  his  fleet.    The  column  moved  slowly  till  midnight, 
n nd  resumed  the  march  next  day;  but  on  thi  morning  of  the  15th 
information  was  received  that  the  naval  purpose  had  been  aecom- 
ilishcd.    After  some  marching  back  and  forth  in  the  mud,  the 
egiment  returned  to  Baton  Rouge  on  the  20th,  encamping  in  a 
nagnolia  grove  for  a  few  days,  then  moving  to  a  swampy  locality 
n  the  Perkins  road  where  it  remained  till  the  1st  of  April. 

Going  by  transport  to  Algiers,  opposite  New  Orleans,  the  regi- 
lent  encamped  till  the  9th,  when  it  took  cars  to  Brashear  City, 
>ining  an  expedition  which  was  being  organized  to  drive  away  the 
onfederate  force  threatening  New  Orleans  and  the  vicinity,  strik- 
ig  thence  to  the  Red  river  and  clearing  the  way  for  the  intended 
>erations  against  Port  Hudson.  The  regiment  at  once  crossed  the 
tchafalaya  river  to  Berwick  City,  where  it  encamped  till  the  11th, 
ien  the  movement  of  the  column  began.  The  enemy's  outposts 
•re  encountered  some  miles  in  front  of  Fort  Bisland  on  the  12th, 
d  were  pressed  back  near  to  their  works,  when  the  skirmishing 
ded  for  the  day.  The  brigade  took  position  in  front  of  the  enemy 
rly  the  following  day,  and  about  noon  the  Thirty-eight  relieved 
3  Thirty-first  on  the  skirmish  line,  advancing  close  to  the  enemy's 
teries  and  doing  good  service  with  their  rifles,  though  suffering 
m  the  return  fire.  Their  ammunition  being  exhausted,  they  were 
ioved  and  withdrew  a  short  distance,  having  lost  six  killed  and  29 
inded  ;  among  the  former  Captain  Samuel  Gault  of  Company  A. 
"he  morning  of  the  14th  found  the  Confederate  works  deserted, 

pursuit  was  at  once  made,  in  the  hope  of  capturing  the  entire 
;e  ;  but  General  Taylor  had  evaded  the  troops  under  General 
•ver,  and  the  movement  of  the  Union  column  continued  till  the 

river  was  reached.    With  one  day's  rest  while  a  bridge  was 
<r  built  over  Vermilion  Bayou,  the  regiment  marched  till  the 
rnoon  of  the  20th,  when  it  halted  at  Opelousas,  remaining  there 
;he  5th  of  May  when  it  set  out  for  Alexandria,  which  it  entered 
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with  Hags  Hying  and  bands  playing,  the  town  having  already  been 
taken  possession  of  bv  United  States  naval  forces'. 

The  regiment  remained  in  camp  near  that  place  till  the  15th. 
when  marching  orders  came,  and  soon  after  daybreak  the  road  was 
taken,  three  days'  marching  bringing  the  command  to  Simmsport 
on  the  Atchafalaya.  The  troops  were  ferried  across  that  river  on 
the  19th,  and  two  days  later  set  forth  for  Port  Hudson,  reaching 
the  Mississippi  at  Morganza  Bend  on  the  afternoon  of  the  22d. 
Transports  were  there  waiting,  on  which  the  soldiers  were  taken  to 
Bayou  Sara,  landing  some  ten  miles  above  Port  Hudson.  A  heavy 
storm  just  as  the  troops  landed  made  the  subsequent  marching 
very  difficult,  but  during  the  23d  the  division  reached  its  assigned 
position  in  front  of  the  stronghold,  completing  the  investment. 
After  resting  a  day,  the  Thirty-eighth  were  detached  to  Sandy 
Creek,  on  the  right,  to  support  a  battery,  and  several  of  the  com- 
pany were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  exchanging  shots  with  the  foe 
across  the  creek  and  having  two  men  killed  and  two  wounded. 

Remaining  in  that  vicinity  till  the  morning  of  the  27th,  when 
the  general  assault  was  to  be  made  upon  the  Confederate  works,  the 
regiment  started  to  rejoin  its  brigade,  but  before  reaching  it  was 
directed  by  General  Paine  to  support  Duryea's  Battery.  This  it 
did  till  about  10  o'clock,  when  it  joined  in  the  assault,  advancing 
by  the  Hank  owing  to  the  difficult  nature  of  the  ground,  and  was 
within  four  or  five  hundred  feet  of  the  intrenchments  when  the 
column  was  ordered  to  halt  and  lie  down,  obtaining  such  cover  as 
was  possible  from  the  fierce  fire  of  the  enemy.  Unable  to  advance 
or  retreat,  the  regiment  remained  there  during  the  rest  of  the  day, 
returning  the  Confederate  fire  with  some  effect  and  suffering  com- 
paratively few  casualties,  the  total  loss  being  but  three  killed  and 
14  wounded.  That  loss  however,  included  the  gallant  commander 
of  the  regiment,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rodman,  who  on  rising  to  give 
an  order  was  instantly  killed  by  a  sharp-shooter,  the  command  de- 
volving upon  Captain  Wyman.  Major  Richardson,  absent  from  ill- 
ness, returned  on  the  30th,  and  was  promoted  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

During  the  truce  of  the  following  day  the  regiment  remained  at 
the  front,  and  for  24  hours  after  the  resumption  of  hostilities,  when 
it  was  relieved  and  went  back  into  the  woods  for  a  brief  rest.  But 
after  one  day's  respite  the  Thirty-eight  moved  back  to  their  old 
position  in  the  ravine,  facing  the  intrenchments,  where  they  re- 
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niaincd  for  four  days,  having  one  man  killed  and  one  wounded  by 
the  Confederate  sharp-shooters  while  bringing  rations  from  the  rear 
:o  their  comrades.  On  being  again  relieved  the  regiment  was  de- 
ailed  as  part  of  the  column  under  General  Paine  to  drive  away  a 
hreatening  force  near  Clinton,  being  absent  four  days.  It  then  re- 
>ccupied  its  position  in  the  woods,  till  the  13th  of  June,  when 
(reparations  were  made  for  the  second  assault  on  the  works,  which 
ad  been  planned  for  the  following  morning. 

The  column  of  attack  was  formed  early  in  the  night,  the  Thirty- 
ighth  in  the  front  of  the  division  column,  next  to  the  skirmishers 
ml  special  details.  In  the  gray  of  morning  the  order  to  advance 
as  given  by  General  Paine,  and  the  regiment  bravely  responded, 
•essing  onward  till  it  was  inextricably  mixed  with  other  commands 

the  broken  and  difficult  ground  and  further  progress  in  the  face 

the  murderous  fire  was  impossible.  Then  came  another  in- 
nninable  day  of  hugging  the  ground  under  fire  from  front  and 
ir.  the  wounded  suffering  terribly  for  the  care  which  it  was  im- 
ssible  to  give  them,  General  Paine  himself  lying  disabled  with  a 
uttered  leg  and  none  being  able  to  assist  him  till  darkness  covered 
*  scene.  Of  250  men  taken  into  action,  the  Thirty -eight  had  lost 
•re  than  a  third;  seven  having  been  killed  on  the  field,  including 
•ond  Lieutenant  Frederick  Holmes  of  Company  G,  promoted 
in  sergeant  major,  and  H4  were  wounded,  15  fatally, 
'"he  regiment  retired  from  the  front  about  midnight,  and  for 
io  days  rested  at  the  rear,  after  which  it  alternated  between  the 
■  positions  during  the  rest  of  the  siege.  Some  of  its  members 
r  killed  and  wounded  by  the  sharp-shooters,  hut  no  further  en- 
omcnt  took  place,  and  on  the  9th  of  July  Port  Hudson  sur- 
iored.  The  Thirty-eighth  was  one  of  the  two  regiments  from 
iivision  designated  to  occupy  the  works,  but  before  the  arrange- 
ts  were  completed  the  brigade  was  selected  to  relieve  General 
ley's  at  Plains  Store,  a  few  miles  in  the  rear,  in  consequence  of 
:h  the  regiment  did  not  receive  the  honor  intended  for  it. 
l  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  Baton 
.re,  making  an  all-night  march,  and  remained  there  till  after- 

of  the  15th,  when  with  two  other  regiments  it  embarked  on 
f  earner  St.  Charles  for  Ponaldsonville,  which  the  Confederate 
ral  Taylor,  having  collected  the  scattered  fragments  of  his 
,  was  now  threatening.    The  Tall  of  Port  Hudson,  however, 
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and  the  prompt  appearance  of  a  considerable  Union  force,  led  him 
to  retire,  and  on  the  1st  of  August  the  Thirty-eighth  returned  to 
Baton  Rouge  by  the  steamer  North  America,  going  into  camp  just- 
outside  the  city,  near  the  Asylum  on  the  Highland  road.  On  the 
8th  of  September  the  regiment  moved  into  the  camp  vacated  by  the 
Forty-ninth  Massachusetts,  whose  time  had  expired,  rechristening 
it  Cam})  William  L.  Rodman,  and  remaining  there  with  no  import- 
ant experience  till  the  10th  of  December,  when  it  occupied  Camp 
Banks,  vacated  by  the  Thirty-first  Massachusetts.  At  this  time 
Companies  A  and  K  were  detailed  for  provost  duty  in  the  city,  I 
went  to  Plaqueinme,  to  guard  against  guerrillas,  a  part  of  the  men 
being  mounted,  and  other  details  called  for  most  of  the  available 
members  of  the  regiment.  During  the  winter  the  health  of  the  com- 
mand was  very  good,  though  the  weather  was  unusually  cold,  and 
there  was  no  more  exciting  event  in  the  vicinity  than  an  occasional 
skirmish  with  guerrillas. 

A  few  recruits  arrived  on  the  11th  of  March,  1864,  previous  to 
which  a  reorganization  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps  had  been  made, 
placing  the  Thirty-eighth  in  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  being  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-eighth,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-sixth,  One  Hundred  and 
Seventy-fifth  and  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-sixth  New  York.  Geu- 
eral  Banks  was  now  preparing  for  the  Red  River  expedition,  Fort 
De  Russy  having  been  captured  on  the  14th  by  General  A.  J.  Smith, 
and  on  the  23d  the  regiment  embarked  on  the  steamer  Laurel  Hill 
for  Alexandria,  passing  Port  Hudson  that  afternoon  and  debarking 
at  the  destination  on  the  morning  of  the  25th.  The  expedition 
moved  out  toward  Shrevcport  the  2Gth,  leaving  the  Third  Brigade 
as  a  garrison  for  Alexandria,  which  was  to  be  the  base  of  supplies. 

The  regiment  remained  on  this  duty  till  the  12th  of  April,  when 
tidings  of  disaster  to  the  expedition  began  to  be  heard,  and  the 
Thirty-eighth,  being  detached  from  the  garrison,  marched  out  a  few 
miles,  embarked  on  the  steamer  Mittie  Stevens,  and  began  to  as- 
cend the  river.  Soon  after  noon  next  day  a  band  of  guerrillas  con- 
cealed on  the  shore  poured  a  volley  into  the  steamer,  killing  a  sick 
man  lying  in  the  cabin  and  wounding  three  others.  Some  conster- 
nation was  produced,  but  the  men  soon  obtained  their  weapons  and 
returned  the  fire,  the  steamer  quickly  passing  out  of  range.  Land- 
ing at  Grand  Ecore  that  afternoon,  the  regiment  was  assigned  to 
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he  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  and  at  once  joined  in  forti- 
yiug  the  position,  to  which  Banks's  command  had  retreated. 

The  Thirty-eighth  remained  in  the  front  line,  some  two  miles 
rom  the  town,  behind  the  strong  intrenchments,  till  the  21st,  when 
reparations  for  the  retreat  to  Alexandria  were  completed.  The 
iek  were  placed  on  transports,  whatever  stores  could  not  be  re- 
10 veil  were  destroyed,  and  at  5  o'clock  the  column,  led  by  the 
econd  Division  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  started  on  its  march 
irough  the  forest,  covering  40  miles  during  the  following  night 
tid  day.  On  the  morning  of  the  23d,  while  marching  along  the 
anc  river,  the  column  was  fired  upon  by  Confederate  artillery  from 

point  in  advance,  and  after  some  preliminary  movements  the 
hirtv-eighth  with  other  troops,  were  sent  across  the  river,  deployed 
i  skirmishers,  and  with  a  line  of  battle  in  support  drove  the  op- 
>sing  force  out  of  sight  after  a  sharp  little  fight,  in  which  the  rcgi- 
ent  lost  Captain  JuliuB  M.  Lathrop  of  Company  I  mortally  wounded, 
ur  enlisted  men  killed  or  fatally  hurt  and  six  others  wounded. 
Following  this  engagement  the  regiment  was  detailed  to  support 
jattery,  and  resumed  the  march  as  the  rear  of  the  column,  except 

a  slight  covering  force  of  cavalry,  which  continually  skirmished 
th  the  closely-pursuing  enemy.  Three  days  of  hard  marching 
juirht  the  entire  force  safely  to  Alexandria,  where  the  Thirty- 
hth  rejoined  its  brigade;  but  the  Union  gun-boats  were  above 
i  rapids,  and  it  was  not  till  the  9th  of  May  that  they  could  be  got 
kvn.  Preparations  were  then  at  once  made  for  the  evacuation  of 
;  town ;  the  soldiers  who  had  worked  incessantly  to  unload  the 
nspurts  now  labored  as  severely  to  reload  them,  and  on  the  11th 
•  regiment  broke  camp  and  began  the  march  toward  the  Missis- 
pi,  though  the  last  of  the  army  did  not  move  till  the  14th. 
hiring  the  march  which  followed  the  enemy  kept  quite  too  near 
comfort,  and  near  evening  of  the  15th  the  Second  Division  went 
ungh  the  village  of  Marksville  on  the  double  quick  to  assist  the 
airy,  which  was  having  the  worst  of  a  skirmish.  The  contest 
>  resumed  in  the  morning,  the  division  advancing  in  line  of  bat- 
though  the  fighting  was  principally  confined  to  the  artillery, 
unci  Sharpe  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-sixth,  who  commanded 
brigade,  being  absent,  and  Colonel  Smith  of  the  One  Hundred 

Twenty-eighth  disabled,  the  command  of  the  brigade  devolved 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Richardson  and  that  ot  the  regiment  on 
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Captain  Wyman,  both  of  whom  won  praise.  The  hostile  line  beinj 
pressed  hack  across  the  plains  of  Mansura  did  not  offer  further  re- 
sistance in  front,  though  some  skirmishes  took  place  at  the  rear. 

The  Thirty-eighth  crossed  the  Atchafalaya  on  the  18th,  and  oa 
the  banks  of  that  river  with  occasional  changes  of  camp  it  remained 
till  afternoon  of  the  20th,  when  it  resumed  the  movement  toward 
the  Father  of  Waters.    Morganza  Bend  was  reached  the  following 
day,  the  regiment  going  into  camp  on  the  sandy  plain  beside  the 
river  till  the  morning  of  the  30th.    The  Third  Brigade  with  some 
other  troops  then  joined  in  an  expedition  to  the  Atchafalaya  river, 
being  gone  four  days,  but  having  no  encounter  more  serious  than 
an  exchange  of  volleys  with  guerrillas.    On  the  19th  of  June  the 
regiment  went  up  the  Mississippi  to  Fort  Adams,  where  bushwaek- 
ers  were  giving  some  trouble,  making  head-quarters  on  the  steamer 
Starlight  and  returning  to  Morganza  two  days  later. 

This  ended  the  active  service  of  the  regiment  in  Louisiana.  It 
remained  as  quietly  as  possible  in  its  sandy  and  terribly  hot  camp 
till  the  3d  of  July,  when  very  early  in  the  morning  the  entire  brigade 
went  aboard  the  steamer  City  of  Memphis  and  next  day  landed  at 
Algiers,  the  regiment  camping  near  the  railroad.    On  the  20th  the 
Thirty-eighth  with  some  200  men  from  other  commands  embarked 
on  the  steamer  Karnack,  where  their  position  was  very  precarious, 
the  craft  being  old  and  worthless,  poorly  manned,  and  the  livinir 
cargo  suffering  for  room,  shelter  and  food.    The  sealed  orders  under 
which  the  vessel  sailed  directed  it  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  fortu- 
nately the  weather  proved  favorable,  so  that  no  disaster  occurred. 
The  destination  was  reached  on  the  28th,  and  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  proceed  without  delay  to  Washington,  where  it  arrived 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  20th,  debarking  the  following  morning  at 
Arsenal  Wharf  and  marching  through  the  city  to  Georgetown, 
finally  making  camp  near  Chain  Bridge. 

The  stay  there  was  short,  however,  for  the  following  afternoon 
the  regiment  marched  back  to  Washington,  took  cars  at  the  Haiti- 
more  and  Ohio  depot  and  the  next  day  at  noon  reached  the  Monoeacy 
Junction  depot,  going  into  camp  in  a  grain  field.  Staying  there  till 
August  4,  it  proceeded  by  rail  to  Harpers  Ferry,  moving  on  the  »»th 
to  the  fortifications  near  Ilalltown,  where  it  was  temporarily  as- 
signed to  the  First^  Brigade.  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  the 
brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Macauley  of  the  Eleventh  Indiana. 
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"lie  regiment  was  now  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah  under 
M-neral  Sheridan,  and  on  the  10th  the  advance  southward  began, 
nding  after  three  days'  sharp  marching  with  the  army  confronting 
Ijc  Confederates  under  General  Early  near  Cedar  Creek.  On  the 
iirlit  of  the  lo'th  the  Union  aFmy  began  a  rctrogade  movement, 
tul  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  went  into  camp  near  Charlestowh, 
le  Thirty-eighth  rejoining  its  own  brigade  on  the  20th. 

With  the  rest  of  the  armv,  the  regiment  was  called  to  arms 
ugust  21  by  an  attack  on  the  outposts,  and  that  evening  fell  back 

the  stronger  position  near  Halltown,  which  was  further  fortified, 
hvre  the  army  remained  till  the  28th,  awaiting  an  attack,  which 
i rl v  did  not  make.    Then  came  an  advance  of  the  Union  forces 

Summit  Point,  a  few  miles  beyond  Charlestown,  with  skirmish- 
jr  but  no  serious  conflict.    A  movement  was  made  to  Berryville 

the  3d  of  September,  something  of  an  engagement  taking  place 
hveen  the  Union  advance  and  the  enemv;  the  Third  Brigade 
ming  line  of  battle  on  a  ledge  and  lying  there  during  the  night, 
e  contest  not  being  renewed  in  the  morning,  the  regiment  was 
ached  from  the  brigade  and  advanced  some  distance,  where  it 
■n  constructed  a  strong  line  of  works.  This  position,  fronting 
nchestcr,  was  held  till  the  battle  of  the  Opecjuan,  the  10th. 
breaking  camp  before  light  that  morning,  the  regiment  with  its 
ps  followed  the  Sixth  Corps  to  the*battk'-field,the  Third  Brigade 
ning  the  left  of  the  front  line  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps  and  con- 
f  ing  with  the  Sixth.  At  the  opening  of  the  battle  the  brigade 
anccd  rapidly,  and  owing  to  the  conformation  of  the  ground  be- 
e  separated  from  its  connections,  when  the  Confederates  took 
mtage  of  the  situation  and  by  a  sharp  attack  crumbled  the 
adc,  including  the  Thirty-eighth,  after  a  stubborn  resistance 
)iicl  Sharpc  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Richardson,  commanding  the 
ado  and  the  regiment  respectively,  were  wounded  and  taken 
i  the  field,  and  Major  Allen  (recently  promoted  from  captain) 
;ted  bv  his  few  remaining  otlicers  rallied  the  command  and  re- 
cd  with  it  to  the  front  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  final  victorious 
ire  of  the  entire  Union  army.  The  loss  of  the  Thirty-eighth 
3<r  the  battle  was  eight  killed,  38  wounded,  several  fatally, 
:  made  prisoners  and  one  missing.  The  colors  were  at  one 
in  great  danger  of  capture,  but  weie  saved  through  the  bravery 
;oolness  of  the  bearers  and  their  guard. 
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Bivouacking  that  night  near  Winchester,  the  regiment  took  part 
next  day  in  the  general  advance,  finding  the  Confederates  in  a 
strong  position  at  Fisher's  Hill,  from  which  they  were  driven  on 
the  22d  by  a  flank  movement  of  the  Eighth  Corps,  supported  by  a 
charge  of  the  rest  of  the  army  in  front.  In  the  pursuit  the  Thirty- 
eighth  had  one  man  killed  by  the  fire  of  a  party  in  ambush,  and 
continuing  the  chase  during  the  night  reached  Woodstock  the  fol- 
lowing morning.  With  little  rest  the  movement  continued  till  the 
25th,  when  flarrisonburg  was  reached  and  the  tired  brigade  went 
into  camp  for  four  days.  On  the  29th  a  portion  of  the  army  went 
to  Mount  Crawford  in  support  of  a  cavalry  reconnaissance,  the 
Thirty-eighth  acting  as  flankers  during  the  day  and  going  on  picket 
at  night.  Returning  to  Harrisonburg  next  day,  the  regiment  re- 
mained there  till  October  6,  then  began  the  march  down  the  Valley, 
and  on  the  10th  halted  at  Cedar  Creek,  where  the  camp  of  the 
armv  was  fortified  to  some  extent. 

The  critical  battle  of  Cedar  Creek  occurred  the  19th.  On  that 
morning  the  Third  Brigade  was  under  orders  to  make  a  reconnais- 
sance, and  daylight  found  it  in  line  about  to  set  forth,  when  the 
sound  of  the  attack  on  the  Eighth  Corps  sent  it  at  once  to  the 
breastworks.  But  the  attack  did  not  come  from  the  front,  and  the 
brigade,  which  formed  the  left  of  its  corps,  next  to  the  Eighth,  was 
soon  involved  by  the  victorious  flank  attack  of  the  Confederates, 
and  under  a  severe  cross  fire  the  line  gave  way,  the  brigade  com- 
mander, Colonel  Macauley,  being  severely  wounded.  The  disorgan- 
ized forces  were  finally  rallied,  the  Thirty-eighth  taking  a  place  in 
the  second  line,  and  when  the  Union  advance  was  made,  under  the 
inspiration  of  Sheridan's  presence,  the  regiment  returned  to  tiie 
camp  which  it  had  occupied  the  night  before,  though  everything 
left  there  had  been  taken  or  destroyed  by  the  Confederates  during 
their  temporary  occupancy.  Five  of  the  regiment  had  been  killed 
or  mortally  hurt,  14  wounded  and  some  35  captured. 

After  a  feint  of  following  the  retreating  enemy  which  only  took 
the  regiment  a  few  miles  away,  it  returned  to  the  old  camp  at  Cedar 
Creek,  where  it  remained  till  the  9th  of  November,  when  it  marched 
to  Camp  Russell,  a  point  on  the  Opequan  creek  between  Kernstown 
and  Winchester.  Log  huts  had  been  built  and  it  was  supposed  the 
winter  would  be  passed  there,  when  on  the  20th  of  December  the 
brigade  was  ordered  to  Winchester  and  the  Thirty-eighth  were  de- 
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led  as  provost  guard.  Their  service  in  this  capacity,  however, 
s  brief,  for  on  the  Gth  of  January,  1805,  the  comfortable  quar- 
ts in  buildings  near  the  Court  House  were  vacated  and  the  regi- 
nt  marched  before  daylight  to  Stephenson's  Depot,  the  railroad 
minus,  a  few  miles  from  the  city.  There  it  wus  soon  joined  by 
rest  of  the  brigade  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Richardson — the 
irty-cighth  commanded  by  Major  Allen, — all  being  packed  on  and 
reigbt  cars ;  in  which  most  uncomfortable  position  the  whole  di  vis- 
rode  during  the  day  and  night,  in  a  severe  storm,  to  Baltimore, 
teaching  that  city  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  the  regiment  was 
rtered  in  the  cavalry  stables  at  Camp  Carroll  till  the  13th,  when 
larched  through  the  city  and  with  two  other  regiments  of  the 
adc  took  passage  on  the  steamer  Oriental  for  Savannah,  Ga. 
*ping  at  Fortress  Monroe  for  supplies,  the  steamer  sailed  thence 
he  15th,  and  four  days  later  reached  the  nfouth  of  the  Savannah 
r\  after  a  rough  passage.  There  it  waited  till  the  2od  for  a 
:  to  guide  it  through  the  partially  removed  obstructions  and 
edoes,  when  it  steamed  up  to  the  city  and  the  following  morning 
egiment  debarked.  Sherman's  army,  which  then  occupied  the 
was  about  departing  on  the  march  through  the  Carolinas,  and 
•  being  quartered  in  a  vacant  warehouse  for  a  few  days  the 
tv-eighth  encamped  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  at  the  edge  of 
run  p. 

»e  calls  on  the  regiment  for  fatigue,  patrol  and  picket  duty  were 
sant  till  the  4th  of  March,  when  the  brigade  assembled,  moved 
igh  the  streets  and  the  Thirty -eighth  with  two  other  regiments 
rked  on  the  steamer  Ashland  the  following  day.  Sailing  at 
to  Hilton  Head,  orders  were  received  to  report  at  Wilmington, 
,  which  had  just  been  captured  by  General  Terry,  and  sailing 
(;  7th  the  Ashland  reached  that  city  on  the  10th.  On  report- 
>  General  Terry,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Richardson  was  directed 
oceed  with  his  command  to  Morehead  City,  and  on  reaching 
point  the  following  afternoon  ears  were  taken  for  Ncwbcrn 
ute  for  Kinston,  where  General  Slocum  was  being  opposed 
e  Confederates,  who  hoped  to  defeat  his  army  before  the 
I  of  Sherman's. 

reaching  Newborn,  however,  it  was  learned  that  Slocum  had 
\  victorious,  and  the  service  of  the  brigade  not  being  needed 
t  into  camp  in  the  vicinity  till  the  loth,  when  it  returned  to 
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Morchead  City  and  encamped  in  a  burying-ground.  Morehead  being 
the  base  of  supplies  for  Sherman's  army,  the  regiment  found  ample 
employ  in  unloading  vessels,  loading  cars,  and  the  other  duties 
naturally  falling  to  it ;  which  duties  continued  till  the  base  of  sup- 
plies was  changed.  On  the  8th  of  April  camp  was  broken  and  the 
Thirty -eighth  with  another  regiment  of  its  brigade  took  cars  to 
Newbcrn  and  thence  on  to  Goldsboro.  which  was  reached  next 
morning,  and  on  the  departure  of  Sherman's  army  the  following 
day  the  regiment  was  assigned  to  duty  in  town,  four  companies  as 
provost  guard  and  the  remainder  in  care  of  commissary  stores  and 
the  like.  This  duty  continued  till  the  1st  of  May,  when  the  com- 
mand was  relieved  and  on  the  2d  took  cars  to  Morehead  City,  where 
on  the  4th  it  embarked  on  the  transport  Thesis  with  another  regi- 
ment and  a  cargo  of  horses.  The  vovajye  this  time  was  bv  wav  of 
Hilton  ITead  to  Savannah,  where  on  the  7th  the  regiment  went  into 
camp  west  of  the  city,  taking  the  place  of  other  troops  in  doing 
the  light  duties  which  were  required  of  the  military  under  the  able 
administration  of  affairs  by  General  G rover.  Major  Allen  was  pro- 
vost marshal  of  the  city,  and  the  time  passed  very  slowly  during  the 
long  hot  days  while  the  regiment  waited  orders  to  proceed  homeward. 

These  came  at  last,  and  after  considerable  delay  the  rolls  were 
prepared,  the  recruits  were  transferred  to  the  Twenty-sixth  Massa- 
chusetts, and  then  came  another  wait  till  transportation  could  be 
obtained.  The  small  blockade-running  steamer  Fairbanks  was 
finally  available,  June  30,  and  the  regiment  went  aboard,  steaming 
slowly  to  Boston,  which  was  reached  late  at  night  of  the  6th  of  J uly. 
The  soldiers  were  then  ordered  to  Gallop's  Island,  where  they  were 
quartered  in  the  barracks  till  the  13th,  when  they  were  paid  and 
mustered  out.  The  regiment  then  proceeded  in  a  body  to  Cam- 
bridge, where  a  rousing  reception  was  tendered  by  the  citizens,  after 
which  the  members  dispersed  to  their  homes. 
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~^UE  Thirty-ninth  Regiment  encamped  at  Lynnfield,  each  of 
the  companies  with  the  exception  of  A  and  G  being  recruited 
from  single  towns  and  coming  to  camp  in  an  advanced  state 
organization.    Company  D  was  the  first  to  be  mustered,  at  dif- 
nt  times  during  the  month  of  July,  1862;  from  the  12th  to  the 
)  of  August  seven  others  were  ready  for  the  mustering  officer, 
on  the  2d  of  September  G  and  H  completed  the  list.  Colonel 
othy  Ingraham  was  at  first  designated  to  command  the  organiza- 
.  but  he  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Thirty-eighth  and  on 
1st  of  September  Colonel  Davis  took  command  of  the  Thirty- 
h  Regiment,  which  was  transferred  to  Camp  Stanton  at  Box- 
as  soon  as  its  quota  was  filled.    There  it  remained  for  but  a 
lays,  setting  out  for  Washington  September  6,  with  the  follow- 
oster  of  officers : — 

lonel,  P.  Stearns  Davis  of  Cambridge;  lieutenant  colonel,  Charles 
nrson  of  Salem;  major,  Henry  M.  Tremlett  of  Boston;  surgeon, 
n  G.  Page  of  Boston;  assistant  surgeons,  James  L.  Chipman  of 
rd  and  Henry  H.  Mitchell  of  East  Bridgewater;  chaplain,  Edward 
ler  French  of  Chatham;  adjutant,  Emery  Washburn,  Jr.;  quar- 
ister,  Edward  E.  White,  both  of  Cambridge;  sergeant  major,  C. 
v  Chapman  of  Providence,  R.  I.;  quartermaster  sergeant,  H.  B. 
i ton  of  Cambridge;  hospital  steward,  Frederick  Harvey  of  Dor- 
*r;  principal  musician,  George  Mark  of  Quincy. 
npany  A — Captain,  CeorgcS.  Nelson;  first  lieutenant,  Henry  W. 
on;  second  lieutenant,  George  H.  Wiley,  all  of  South  Dan  vers, 
npany  B.  Roxbury — Captain.  William  W.  Graham;  first  lieuten- 
Villium  T.  Spear;  second  lieutenant,  Julius  M.  Swain, 
npany  C,  Medford — Captain,  John  Hutchins;  first  lieutenant, 
Col  man;  second  lieutenant,  Isaac  F.  R.  Hosea. 
ipany  D,  Quincy — Captain,  Edward  A.  Snoar;  first  lieutenant, 
m  G.  Sheen;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  H.  Porter, 
lpany  E,  Somerville— Captain,  Frederic  R.  Kinsley;  first  lieuten- 
oseph  J.  Giles;  second  lieutenant,  Willard  C.  Kinsley. 
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Company  F,  Taunton— Captain,  Joseph  J.  Cooper;  first  lieutenant. 
Isaac  D.  Paul ;  second  lieutenant,  John  D.  Reed. 

Company  G — Captain,  Ezra  J.  Trull  of  Watertown;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Charles  \V.  Thompson  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  C.  Henrv 
Chapman  of  Cambridge. 

Company  H — Captain,  Charles  N.  Hunt  of  Quincy;  first  lieutenant. 
Robert  Rhodes;  second  lieutenant,  Robert  Williams,  both  of  Dor- 
chester. 

Company  I,  Natick — Captain,  Ephraim  H.  Brigham;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Simon  Mulligan;  second  lieutenant,  William  H.  Brown. 

Company  K,  Woburn — Captain,  John  I.  Richardson;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Luke  fa.  Tidd;  second  lieutenant,  Luther  F.  Wyman. 

The  reeriment  went  bv  way  of  Boston,  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia  to  Washington.  W7hile  passing  through  Baltimore  it  was 
ordered  by  General  Wool  to  Ellicott's  Mills,  Md.,  but  as  it  was  'with- 
out camp  equipage  or  transportation  the  order  was  countermanded, 
and  the  national  capital  was  reached  on  the  8th  of  September. 
After  passing  one  night  in  the  city,  the  regiment  crossed  the 
Potomac  by  Long  Bridge  and  proceeded  to  Camp  Chase,  on  Arling- 
ton Hights,  where  it  formed  part  of  a  temporary  brigade  under  Gen- 
eral Henry  S.  Briggs,  the  other  regiments  in  the  brigade  being  the 
Thirty-seventh  Massachusetts,  Tenth  Vermont,  Eleventh  New 
Hampshire  and  Twenty-first  Connecticut. 

After  remaining  there  until  the  12th,  the  regiment  changed  it> 
camp  to  a  piece  of  woods  near  Fort  Tillinghast  and  took  up  the 
duty  of  picketing  the  section  between  that  fortification  and  Fort 
Craig,  the  next  fort  in  the  chain.  This  assignment  lasted  but  two 
days,  when  two  regiments  of  the  brigade,  the  Thirty-ninth  and 
Tenth,  with  Battery  D  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery, 
were  ordered  to  Edwards  Ferry  on  the  Potomac  to  guard  a  13-mile 
section  of  the  river  from  Seneca  Creek  to  Conrad's  Ferry,  the  detail 
being  under  command  of  Colonel  Davis.  The  Tenth  halted  at 
Seneca  Creek  while  the  Thirty-ninth  and  the  battery  proceeded  to 
the  Ferry  where  on  the  17th  they  took  position  for  the  protection 
of  the  river.  General  George  Stoneman  soon  after  took  command 
of  the  troops  in  that  vicinity,  returning  Colonel  Davis  to  the  com- 
mand of  his  regiment,  and  in  the  routine  duty  of  guarding  the  fords, 
the  time  passed  till  the  12th  of  October.  On  that  day  the  regiment 
was  concentrated  at  Conrad's  Ferry  in  the  hope  of  intercepting 
Stuart,  whose  cavalry  column  had  been  making  a  circuit  in  the  rear 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  but  the  daring  leader  with  his  brave 
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•tachment  crossed  the  riVer  at  White's  Ford,  less  than  two  miles 
wve,  and  was  safe  on  the  Virginia  side  without  a  blow  having 
on  struck  to  check  his  successful  retreat.  The  regiment  was 
dercd  October  14  to  Seneca  Creek,  and  three  days  after  arriving 
ere  it  became  part  of  a  brigade  under  command  of  General  Cuvier 
over,  comprising  the  Thirty-ninth,  Tenth  Vermont,  Fourteenth 
;w  Hampshire  and  Twenty-third  Maine  Regiments,  to  which  Com- 
ny  F  of  the  First  Rhode  Island  Cavalry  and  a  section  of  Battery 
were  temporarily  attached.  Colonel  Davis  with  his  command 
irehed  on  the  20th  to  Muddy  Branch,  three  miles  south  of  the 
L'ck,  where  the  regiment  remained  for  three  weeks,  furnishing 
Jaily  detail  of  100  for  picket  duty.  On  the  11th  of  November 
lonel  Davis  took  command  of  the  brigade,  and  gathering  the 
iments  scattered  along  the  river  marched  to  Offut's  Cross  Roads, 
bin  16  miles  of  Washington,  where  on  the  14th  a  camp  of  in- 
nction  was  formed  and  occupied  till  the  21st  of  December.  Then 
command  by  a  single  day's  march  returned  to  Poolesville,  going 
>  camp  near  the  village  for  winter  quarters.  Colonel  Davis  con- 
ied  in  command  of  the  brigade  till  the  5th  of  January,  1863, 
■n  it  was  ascertained  that  Colonel  Jewett  of  the  Tenth  Vermont 
;  the  senior  officer,  and  he  took  the  command,  Colonel  Davis  re- 
ling  to  his  regiment.  The  winter  camp  was  occupied  till  the 
die  of  April,  when  the  Thirty-ninth  bade  adieu  to  the  brigade 
marched  for  Washirgton.  The  capital  was  reached  on  the  17th, 
there  the  regiment  remained  on  guard  and  patrol  duty,  till  after 
battle  of  Gettysburg  had  been  fought. 

arly  in  the  evening  of  July  9  the  regiment  took  cars  for  Point 
locks,  opposite  Harper's  Ferry,  where  it  arrived  24  hours  after 
at  once  climbed  to  Maryland  Hights  and  bivouacked.  A  day 
»vo  later  it  was  brigaded  with  the  Eighth,  Forty-sixth  and  Fifty- 
Massachusetts — nine  months*  regiments  whose  enlistment  had 
ly  or  quite  expired  but  who  had  volunteered  their  services 
ssist  in  driving  the  Confederate  army  from  the  loyal  states, 
brigade,  which  was  commanded  by  General  Henry  S.  Briggs, 
;hed  toward  Funkstown,  late  in  the  evening  of  the  12th,  where 
ic  following  day  it  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  confront- 
thc  Confederates  under  General  Lee.  It  was  attached  as  a 
isional  brigade  to  the  Second  Division,  First  Corps,  General 
n son  commanding  the  division  and  General  Newton  the  corps. 
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Next  morning  the  Southern  army  was  found  to  have  recrossed 
the  Potomac,  and  after  advancing  to  Williamsport  the  Union  army 
began  a  parallel  movement  southward  by  way  of  Berlin,  where  it 
crossed  the  river,  through  White  Plains,  Warrenton  and  Bealton  to 
Rappahannock  Station,  where  the  Thirty -ninth  arrived  on  the  27th 
of  July.  The  nine-months'  regiments  had  now  returned  to  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  at  Bealton  the  Thirty-ninth  was  attached  to  the 
First  Brigade  of  the  same  division,  its  associate  regiments  being 
the  Thirteenth  Massachusetts,  Sixteenth  Maine,  Ninety-fourth  and 
One  Hundred  and  Fourth  New  York  and  One  Hundred  and  Seventh 
Pennsylvania.  The  command  of  the  brigade  was  at  that  time  held 
by  Colonel  Coulter  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania,  but  passed  at  short 
intervals  to  General  Briggs,  Colonel  Davis,  Colonel  T.  F.  McCoy 
of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventh,  and  Colonel  Samuel  H.  Leonard 
of  the  Thirteenth,  who  held  it  during  the  autumn  and  winter. 

Buford's  cavalry  crossed  the  river  xVugust  1,  the  Thirty-ninth  fol- 
lowing them  across  and  intrenching  on  the  south  bank,  where  they 
remained  for  a  week,  returning  to  the  north  side  on  the  8th  and 
encamping  there  till  the  10th-  They  then  moved  to  Stevensburg, 
halting  for  a  week,  marching  thence  to  Raccoon  Ford  on  the  Rapi- 
dan,  where  with  some  changes  of  position  they  remained  till  the 
9th  of  October.  Then  the  movement  northward  began,  the  regi- 
ment fording  the  Rappahannock  at  Kelly's  Ford  on  the  11th,  cover- 
ing the  crossing  there  for  a  day  and  then  marching  in  haste  to  Cen- 
terville,  which  was  reached  at  noon  of  the  14th.  The  two  armies 
were  now  confronting  each  other  on  the  old  battle-fields  in  that 
vicinity,  and  that  afternoon  the  Thirty-ninth  moved  out  to  Bull  Run 
and  went  on  picket.  About  noon  of  the  next  day  the  outposts  were 
drawn  in  and  the  regiment  marched  to  Cub  Run,  where  before  camp 
could  be  pitched  it  was  ordered  out  to  the  support  of  the  picket  line. 
No  engagement  transpired,  and  after  waiting  for  some  days  in  hourly 
expectation  of  a  battle  the  regiment  on  the  19th  marched  to  Hay- 
market,  near  Thoroughfare  Gap,  and  next  day  passed  through  the 
Gap,  encamping  there  till  the  24th.  By  this  time  the  Confederate 
army  had  fallen  back  behind  the  Rappahannock  and  General  Meade 
had  moved  his  forces  in  that  direction,  leaving  detachments  to  re- 
pair and  guard  the  railroad  by  which  supplies  for  his  army  must 
be  forwarded.  The  Thirty-ninth  moved  to  Kettle  Run  Octol>er  24, 
where  they  were  detailed  to  guard  the  railroad  bridge,  and  remained 
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11  the  4th  of  November.  The  8th  found  them  again  in  the  vicinity 
'  Rappahannock  Station,  and  next  day  they  reached  Licking  Run, 
here  they  encamped  till  the  23d. 

The  Mine  Run  campaign  was  then  under  consideration,  and  pre- 
ninary  to  that  movement  the  regiment  marched  to  Rappahannock 
ation  once  more,  so  that  when  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  set  forth 

Thanksgiving  morning,  the  26th,  it  was  in  its  place  in  the  First 
»rps.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th  the  enemy  were  encountered 
ar  Mine  Run,  the  regiment  being  on  the  right  of  its  division,  in 
1  center  of  the  line  of  battle,  with  two  companies'  deployed  as 
rmishers.  Its  only  loss  was  one  man  wounded  on  picket,  though 
•  command  suffered  much  from  the  inclement  weather  during  the 
r  days  that  with  slight  changes  of  position  it  remained  before  the 
my  in  order  of  battle.  Falling  back  with  the  army  at  night  of 
•eml>cr  1,  the  regiment  reached  Germania  Ford  that  evening  and 

following  day  its  corps  covered  the  crossing  of  the  Fifth  and 
tli  Corps,  after  which  it  followed  toward  the  old  camps,  the 
rty-ninth  being  the  last  regiment  of  the  First  Corps  to  recross 

river,  its  left  wing  crossing  in  the  ponton  boats.  Encamping 
the  3d  near  Kelly's  Ford,  the  regiment  for  a  time  occupied  log 
ns  which  the  Confederates  had  erected  some  time  previous  for 
r  own  winter  quarters ;  but  on  the  24th  it  was  advanced  to 
•hell's  Station,  the  extreme  southern  outpost  of  the  Army  of 
Potomac,  where  it  constructed  other  quarters  and  remained  till 
jpening  of  the  spring  campaign  of  18t>4. 

the  consolidation  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  three  corps, 
miliary  to  that  movement,  the  First  Corps  was  one  of  those 
uitinued,  General  Robinson's  Division  being  made  the  Second 
>ion,  Fifth  Corps.  The  brigades  were  little  changed  in  their 
sup,  the  First  being  still  commanded  by  Colonel  Leonard,  and 
Mition  to  the  two  Bay  State  regiments  was,  composed  of  the 
enth  Maine,  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  New  York,  Ninetieth 
Dne  Hundred  and  Seventh  Pennsvlvania.  The  storv  of  the 
ing  of  camp  and  the  march  to  the  Wilderness  battle-field  on 
:h  and  5th  of  May  is  similar  to  that  of  other  regiments  of  the 

which  crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Germania  Ford.  The  brigade 
i  lead  of  the  division  on  the  5th,  and  after  passing  most  of 
renoon  near  the  Lacy  house  was  ordered  at  1  o'clock  to  the 
rt  of  General  Griffin,  who  had  attacked  Ewell's  advance  on  the 
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Orange  turnpike,  and  had  been  repulsed.  The  arrival  of  the  Sec- 
ond Division,  Fifth  Corps,  restored  the  line  of  battle  and  the  enemy 
were  driven  from  that  portion  of  the  field,  which  remained  debut, 
able  ground  until  the  end  of  the  battle  Position  was  then  taken  at 
the  front  and  later  in  the  afternoon  the  brigade  made  an  assault  on 
the  enemy,  but  there  was  a  failure  of  other  troops  to  co-operate  and 
no  good  results  were  accomplished,  although  the  brigade  suffered  a 
loss  of  about  300  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  of  which  the 
regiment  had  two  killed  and  18  wounded. 

Colonel  Peter  Lvle  of  the  Ninetieth  Pennsylvania  took  command 
of  the  brigade  on  the  Gth,  Colonel  Leonard  being  ill,  and  led  ii 
during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign.  It  was  relieved  in  the 
morning  of  the  Cth  and  went  to  the  rear,  near  the  Laey  house,  but 
in  a  short  time  was  sent  to  the  left  to  hold  the  Brock  road,  in  con- 
tinuation of  the  Second  Corps  line,  and  formed  part  of  the  command 
of  General  Birney,  where  it  intrenched  and  remained  till  the  move- 
ment toward  Spottsylvania  began  at  night  of  the  7th.  General 
Cutler's  Division,  followed  by  Robinson's,  led  the  column,  next  to 
the  cavalry,  in  this  movement,  and  next  morning  as  Spottsylvania 
Court  House  was  approached  the  enemy's  cavalry,  artillery,  and 
finally  Anderson's  (formerly  Longstreet's)  Corps  disputed  the  ad- 
vance. The  division  was  formed  with  Lvle's  Brigade  on  the  left 
of  the  road  to  the  Court  House  in  column  of  regiments,  and  ad- 
vanced against  the  Confederate  position,  but  the  intrenchments 
were  too  strong  and  too  heavily  manned,  and  after  an  obstinate 
contest,  during  which  the  Thirty-ninth  hung  to  the  position  close 
up  to  the  enemy,  the  division  was  Hanked  and  forced  to  fall  back, 
the  Maryland  Brigade,  which  had  been  in  reserve,  checking  the 
advance  of  the  Confederates.  General  Robinson  being  severely 
wounded  at  this  time,  and  General  Baxter  commanding  a  brigade 
having  been  wounded  in  the  Wilderness,  General  II.  II.  Lockwood, 
who  had  just  been  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
was  placed  in  command  of  the  division  ;  but  two  days  later  he  was 
ordered  to  duty  near  Washington,  when  the  division  was  broken 
up,  one  of  its  brigades  being  assigned  to  each  of  the  other  three 
divisions,  the  First  Brigade  being  attached  to  the  Fourth  Division, 
of  which  General  Cutler  had  succeeded  to  the  command  after  the 
fatal  wounding  of  General  Wadsworth  at  the  Wilderness. 

Another  engagement  in  which  the  Fifth  Corps  took  a  prominent 
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>art  occurred  on  the  10th,  in  which  the  Thirty-ninth  suffered 
everely,  lying  in  front  of  the  works,  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire,  and 
akin£  an  active  part  in  the  assault.  In  the  two  engagements  of 
he  8th  and  10th  at  Laurel  Hill  the  loss  of  the  regiment  reached 
35  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  six  being  killed  on  the  8th  and 
ine  on  the  10th.  The  first  officer  of  the  regiment  to  fall  in  action 
as  First  Lieutenant  Isaac  D.  Paul,  who  was  mortally  wounded  on 
ic  8th  and  died  soon  after  in  the  hands  of  the  enemv,  while  Lieu- 
riant  Colonel  Peirson  was  wounded  on  the  10th.  There  were  a 
w  casualties,  one  man  being  killed,  on  the  12th,  in  the  assault  upon 

hostile  lines,  the  Thirty-ninth  being  in  support.  After  the  re- 
lse  the  regiment  was  moved  to  the  left  to  maintain  connection 
th  the  Sixth  Corps,  a  part  of  which  had  been  withdrawn  to  sup- 
rt  the  Second  Corps  in  its  assault  at  the  Angle.  The  next  night 
3  Fifth  Corps  moved  around  through  the  forest  in  a  heavy  rain 
the  Union  left,  and  in  that  vicinity  the  Thirty-ninth  remained, 
iking  demonstrations  but  not  becoming  engaged,  till  the  move- 
nt toward  the  North  Anna  on  the  21st.  When  this  movement 
?an  the  pickets  were  necessarily  left  behind  to  conceal  the  al>- 
ce  of  the  main  body  till  it  should  be  well  on  its  way,  and  several 
mbcrs  of  the  regiment  were  captured  by  the  enemy  in  consequence, 
"he  North  Anna  was  reached  on  the  23d,  and  during  the  aftcr- 
n  was  crossed  at  Jericho  Ford  without  much  opposition.  Line 
battle  was  formed  half  a  mile  from  the  river,  but  before  all  of 
ler's  Division  was  in  position  the  Confederates  delivered  an  at- 
c  which  was  repulsed,  the  Thirty-ninth  taking  a  share  in  the 
ting,  having  one  man  killed  and  some  wounded.  Various 
ages  of  position  occurred  during  the  three  days  which  followed, 
lo  the  two  armies  confronted  each  other,  and  the  regiment  was 
i  portion  of  the  time  under  fire;  but  at  night  of  the  26th  the 
r  was  recrosscd  and  the  progress  of  the  Union  army  to  the  left 
continued.    While  across  the  North  Anna  the  Thirty-ninth  had 

surprised  and  gratified  to  welcome  back  to  duty  those  of  their 
i hers  who  had  been  made  prisoners  at  Laurel  Hill  on  the  8th, 
with  other  Union  prisoners  of  war  had  been  recaptured  by  Gen- 
Shcridan's  cavalrv  at  Beaver  Dam  while  en  route  for  Richmond, 
icing  the  next  few  days  the  regiment  was  continually  on  the 
h  or  the  picket  line,  but  not  till  the  30th  at  Bethesda  Church 
j  a^ain  face  the  foe.    There  it  took  position,  intrenched,  and 
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remained  till  the  5th  of  June,  with  almost  daily  skirmishing,  but 
no  general  action  and  no  fatal  casualties  to  its  members.  The 
movement  on  the  5th  was  some  miles  to  the  rear  and  left,  in  prepa- 
ration for  the  crossing  of  the  Chickahominy ;  but  before  entering 
upon  an  undertaking  of  so  vast  proportions  as  the  proposed  trans- 
fer of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  south  of  the  James,  General  Grant 
allowed  the  weary  troops  a  few  days  of  very  much  needed  rest, 
although  the  operations  of  the  two  armies  in  front  of  Cold  Harbor 
were  continually  going  on.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Peirson  returned 
to  the  regiment  on  the  10th,  and  at  that  time  the  Fifth  Corps  was 
again  reorganized  into  four  divisions,  commanded  respectively  by 
Generals  Griffin,  Avers,  Crawford  and  Cutler.  Under  this  arrange- 
ment Colonel  Lyle's  command  became  the  First  Brigade,  Third 
Division.  While  on  the  march  on  the  11th  the  Thirty-ninth  Regi- 
ment was  transferred  to  the  Second  Brigade,  but  within  an  hour 
was  returned  to  the  First,  where  it  remained. 

During  the  11th  and  12th  the  Fifth  Corps  moved  south  to  Long 
Bridge,  where  it  crossed  the  Chickahominy,  and  turned  sharply  to 
the  west,  moving  in  the  direction  of  Richmond  till  the  Confederate 
outposts  were  encountered  near  White  Oak  Swamp.  The  division 
then  deployed  covering  the  roads  leading  toward  Richmond,  so  as 
to  give  the  impression  of  a  movement  in  force  against  the  Southern 
capital  from  this  direction,  while  in  fact  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
protected  from  observation,  moved  swiftly  past  on  its  way  to  the 
James  river.  The  other  corps  being  well  out  of  the  way,  General 
Warren  withdrew  his  command  after  dark  of  the  13th  and  followed, 
crossing  the  James  at  Wilcox  Landing  on  the  morning  of  the  16th, 
and  after  an  all-night  march  reached  the  scene  of  action  in  front  of 
Petersburg  on  the  morning  of  the  17th.  That  day  was  consumed 
in  getting  the  corps  into  the  best  position  for  the  active  work  con- 
templated, and  the  regiment  passed  the  night  in  a  ravine  well  up 
toward  the  enemy's  outposts,  where  several  members  were  wounded 
and  one  was  killed  by  musketry.  Next  morning  an  advance  of  the 
corps  pressed  the  Confederates  back  across  the  Norfolk  and  Peters- 
burg Railroad  to  their  inner  line  of  works;  but  the  contemplated 
assault  on  these  was  given  up,  and  the  Thirty-ninth,  taking  position 
near  the  Marshall  house,  and  establishing  their  picket  line  at  a 
point  afterward  known  as  the  Crater,  sheltered  themselves  with 
a  strong  line  of  earthworks. 
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rhe  regiment  remained  here  till  the  24th,  meeting  almost  daily 
scs  from  sharp-shooters,  so  that  when  the  movement  to  the  rear 
I  left  was  made  the  list  of  casualties  since  reaching  Petersburg 
Hinted  to  five  killed  and  a  large  number  wounded.  The  next 
ition  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Jerusalem  Plank  Road  at  the 
of  the  Union  line,  and  in  that  vicinitv  the  command  remained  for 
ral  weeks.  It  was  strengthened  in  numbers  on  the  25th  of  June 
he  transfer  from  the  Twelfth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  whose 
l  of  service  was  about  expiring,  of  241  veterans  and  recruits,  125 
horn  were  present  for  duty,  and  on  the  13th  of  July  103  were 
ke  manner  transferred  from  the  Thirteenth  Massachusetts, 
sad  loss  came  to  the  regiment  on  the  11th  of  July,  when  a 

from  the  Confederate  Fort  Mahone,  better  known  as  Fort 
nation,  exploded  in  the  regimental  head-quarters,  mortally 
iding  Colonel  Davis,  who  died  before  he  could  be  taken  to  the 
tal.  "A  pure  patriot,  a  brave  and  faithful  soldier,  none  more 
cted  among  his  fellows,"  was  the  testimony  of  one  who  knew 
ntimately  in  the  camp  and  field.  The  day  following  his  death 
,'giment  moved  into  a  large  earthwork  on  the  west  side  of  the 
alem  Plank  Road,  a  third  of  a  mile  south  of  Fort  Sedgwick, 
i  was  named  Fort  Davis  in  his  honor,  and  remained  there  for 
ith,  strengthening  the  works  and  picketing  the  front.  It  was 
:d  August  15  by  colored  troops  of  the  Ninth  Corps  and  moved 
;  rear,  preparatory  to  the  demonstration  against  the  Weldon 
ad  which  was  to  result  so  disastrously  to  the  Thirty-ninth. 

movement  began  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  and  the  rail- 
as  reached  at  9.30  o'clock  by  Griffin's  Division,  followed  by 
s.  These  ttfo  divisions  were  in  advance  of  Crawford's,  CmV 
>1  lowing,  and  while  they  were  engaged  in  the  destruction  of 
lroad  the  latter  formed  on  the  right  of  Ayers's  Division,  with 
Lyle's  Brigade  connected.  Soon  after  the  corps  was  in  posi- 
oneral  Heth  of  the  Confederate  army  attacked  Ayers  and 
ith  great  energy,  and  both  were  forced  back  temporarily, 

the  ground  was  recovered  and  the  assailants  were  finally 
d  with  heavy  loss.  The  Thirty-ninth  had  six  killed,  some 
irisoners,  and  many  wounded,  including  Lieutenant  Colonel 

very  severely, — the  regiment  being  left  in  command  of 
i  F.  R.  Kinsley.  First  Lieutenant  Spear  was  mortally 
d.     The  position  occupied  was  intrenched  during  the  night, 
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and  as  anticipated  a  more  determined  rebel  attack  was  made  the 
following  dav.  The  advances  in  front  of  the  Thirty-ninth  were 
repelled,  but  late  in  the  afternoon  General  Mahone  broke  through 
the  Union  skirmish  line  to  the  right  of  Crawford's  Division  and 
secured  a  position  on  the  flank  and  in  the  rear  of  Lyle's  Brigade. 
The  latter,  driven  from  their  works  by  the  artillery  fire  from  the 
Union  batteries,  could  only  run  into  the  enveloping  lines  of  Confed- 
erates to  be  made  prisoners.  Thus  the  brigade  was  almost  de- 
stroyed, and  the  division  was  heavily  depleted,  the  loss  of  Crawford 
in  the  engagement  being  over  1,800.  The  loss  of  the  Thirty-ninth 
in  killed  was  only  four,  but  during  the  two  days  its  wounded  num- 
bered 32  and  the  missing  245.  Among  the  captured  on  the  19th 
was  Captain  Kinsley,  leaving  the  command  of  the  remnant  of  the 
regiment  to  Captain  Nelson. 

The  Union  troops  were  rallied  and  the  lost  ground  regained,  but 
next  day  the  Thirty-ninth  were  withdrawn  from  the  woods  where  they 
had  fought  so  heroically,  and  with  other  troops  formed  a  line  in  the 
open  field  at  the  rear,  which  was  intrenched  and  held,  none  of  the 
assaults  made  on  this  position  by  the  rebels  during  the  21st  meet- 
ing with  success  or  causing  further  loss  to  the  regiment.  The  Con- 
federates then  relinquished  the  effort  to  regain  possession  of  the 
Weldon  Railroad,  and  the  Federals  proceeded  to  fortifv  the  vicinitv 
so  that  any  further  attempts  to  dislodge  them  would  have  been  hope- 
less. In  the  month  which  followed  the  Thirty-ninth  moved  from 
point  to  point,  though  never  leaving  the  vicinity. 

During  this  time  a  final  reorganization  of  the  Fifth  Corps  was 
made,  Cutler's  Division  being  discontinued  and  its  troops  attached 
to  Crawford's  Division.  What  had  been  the  First  and  Second  Bri- 
gades of  the  Second  Division  a  year  before  were  consolidated  to  one 
brigade  under  command  of  Colonel  Richard  Coulter  of  the  Eleventh 
Pennsylvania,  being  known  as  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
Fifth  Corps,  and  consisting  of  the  Thirty -ninth  Massachusetts,  Six- 
teenth Maine,  Ninety-seventh  and  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  New 
York,  Eleventh,  Eighty-eighth,  Ninetieth  and  One  Hundred  and 
Seventh  Pennsylvania  Regiments.  Subsequently  the  Eighty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  was  assigned  to  another  brigade.  In  October,  Colonel 
Coulter  was  relieved  from  command  of  the  brigade  by  General 
Henry  Baxter,  who  had  recovered  from  the  wound  received  at  the 
Wilderness.    The  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  New  York  Regiment, 
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ving  no  commissioned  officers  after  the  battles  on  the  Weldon 
ilroad,  was  reinforced  with  some  300  recruits  and  placed  under 
nmand  of  Captain  W.  W.  Graham  of  the  Thirty-ninth,  with  Sec- 
1  Lieutenant  Charles  K.  Conn  of  Woburn  as  adjutant,  and  thus 
eercd  served  through  the  war  as  corps  headquarters  guard. 
I  reconnaissance  to  the  left,  in  support  of  cavalry,  was  made  on 

loth  of  September,  and  on  its  return  the  brigade  was  detailed 
garrison  for  the  forts  at  the  left  of  the  Union  line,  the  Thirty- 
:h  with  some  of  the  small  regiments  being  assigned  to  Fort 
hane  in  the  flank  line  of  works,  beside  which  the  regiment  en- 
ped.  Another  reconnaissance  occurred  on  the  29th,  ending 
t  a  skirmish  at  Poplar  Spring  Church,  and  next  day  the  regi- 
t  took  position  inside  Fort  Dushane,  where  it  remained  till 
her  16.  It  then  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Wadsworth  in 
ront  line  of  works,  garrisoning  Fort  Conahcy  for  a  few  days  at 
-lose  of  the  month,  but  with  that  exception  remaining  near 
Wadsworth  till  the  5th  of  December,  when  it  again  moved  to 
ear  to  join  the  Fifth  Corps  in  an  expedition.  The  regiment 
hen  commanded  by  Major  Tremlett,  who  on  the  5th  of  Novcm- 
ad  returned  from  duty  at  the  Massachusetts  draft  rendezvous, 
is  expedition  was  sent  southward  to  destroy  the  Weldon  Rail- 
in  that  direction,  as  the  Confederates  had  been  using  it  to 
i  a  few  miles  of  Petersburg,  and  set  forth  on  the  morning  of 
h,  the  Thirty -ninth  leading  the  infantry  column.  Next  day 
L'giment  picketed  the  Halifax  road  at  its  junction  with  the 
ilem  Plank  Road  over  which  the  column  was  passing,  follow- 
ing the  night  and  joining  the  main  body  at  Jarrett's  Station, 
the  work  of  destruction  was  begun.  There  it  again  went  on 
,  and  when  the  column  started  on  its  return  on  the  10th  the 
-ninth  were  designated  as  the  rear  guard.  The  return  began 
noon  of  the  11th,  and  during  the  day  there  were  several 
lges  of  shots  with  the  enemy's  cavalry,  while  four  members 
regiment  who  fell  out  exhausted  were  made  prisoners  by  the 

horsemen  hovering  in  the  rear  of  the  retreating  column. 
?turn  march  ended  near  night  of  the  12th,  and  four  days 
nter  quarters  beside  the  Jerusalem  Plank  Road  were  occupied. 
v  in  the  morning  of  February  5, 18G5,  the  regiment  was 
[  to  the  Gurley  House  where  it  joined  the  corps  for  another 
ion,  marching  at  8  o'clock  toward  Dinwiddie  Court  House, 
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within  two  miles  of  which  it  halted  at  night.  As  usual  the  regi- 
ment went  on  picket,  but  next  morning  was  withdrawn  and  followed 
the  brigade  in  its  march  toward  Hatcher's  Run,  crossing  which  in 
the  afternoon  order  of  battle  was  formed  with  the  Thirty-ninth  on 
the  right  of  the  first  line.  The  advance  which  followed  encountered 
the  enemv  in  force  and  the  line  was  intrenched  at  Dabnev's  Mills. 
An  engagement  took  place,  in  which  General  Crawford's  Division, 
after  gaining  some  advantages,  was  forced  to  fall  back.  The  fight- 
ing was  renewed  the  following  day,  though  a  severe  storm  prevailed, 
the  Thirty-ninth  being  on  the  skirmish  line  and  driving  the  Con- 
federate skirmishers  back  to  their  main  works.  An  attack  late  in 
the  afternoon  was  not  successful,  and  the  contest  was  abandoned, 
though  the  Union  lines  were  extended  to  the  Run,  and  the  brigade 
a  few  days  after  removed  its  camp  to  that  vicinity. 

The  regiment  still  remained  under  the  command  of  Major  Trcm- 
lett,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Peirson  being  disabled  by  his  wound.  In 
consequence  of  that  disability  he  was  mustered  out  under  a  General 
Order  of  the  War  Department  January  4,  18G5,  having  been  com- 
missioned but  not  mustered  as  colonel  of  the  regiment.  Several 
reviews  were  held  during  March,  in  which  the  Thirty-ninth  partici- 
pated,— one  on  the  9th  by  Major  General  Robinson,  the  former  divis- 
ion commander;  a  corps,  review  on  the  14th  by  General  Warren; 
one  before  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  16th,  and  another  by 
President  Lincoln  on  the  25th.  On  the  latter  occasion  the  regiment 
with  other  troops  from  its  vicinity  had  been  ordered  very  early  in 
the  morning  toward  the  right  to  assist  in  the  recovery  of  Fort 
Stedman,  which  had  been  captured  by  a  dash  from  the  Confederate 
lines  ;  their  services  not  being  needed  they  marched  back  to  the 
Gurley  House  where  they  were  reviewed  by  the  President  and  after- 
ward took  position  in  support  of  a  contemplated  attack  by  the  Sixth 
Corps  ;  but  that  movement  was  carried  no  further  than  to  gain 
the  enemy's  skirmish  line,  and  late  in  the  evening  the  regiment 
with  its  division  returned  to  the  camp  near  Hatcher's  Run. 

The  final  campaign  of  the  war,  so  far  as  the  Thirty-ninth  were 
concerned,  began  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  March,  when  the 
regiment  broke  camp  long  before  light  and  during  the  day  marched 
to  the  left  till  the  Boydtown  Plank  Road  was  reached,  where  the 
enemy  were  found  in  some  force  but  were  driven  out,  the  Fifth  Corps 
holding  the  position  till  morning  of  the  31st,  the  Thirty-ninth  being 
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»icket  during  the  entire  time.    Then  an  advance  was  made  to 
vicinity  of  White  Oak  Road,  over  a  difficult  branch  of  Gravelly 
,  where  a  heavy  attack  was  made  bv  the  Confederates  under  the 
•tion  of  General  Lee  in  person,  who  was  on  the  scene  anxious 
otcct  his  only  remaining  lines  of  communication,  threatened  by 
vigorous  movement.   Before  the  fierce  onset  in  front  and  on  the 
;,  Ayers's  Division  which  was  in  advance  gave  way,  followed  by 
-ford's  which  had  been  placed  in  support  a  few  hundred  yards  in 
ai\    The  Thirty-ninth,  having  won  renown  on  many  a  skirmish 
were  deployed  and  thrown  forward  to  check  if  possible  the  ad- 
i  of  the  enemy  till  the  broken  lines  could  be  reformed.  The 
lpt  was  desperate  and  fruitless.    The  thin  skirmish  line  was 
t  back  with  the  loss  of  many  of  its  bravest  and  best.  Major 
let t  received  a  wound  necessitating  immediate  amputation  of 
g,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  on  the  Gth  of  June;  Cap- 
•Villard  C.  Kinsley  also  received  a  wound  from  which  he  died 
llnwing  day.    Two  enlisted  men  were  killed  on  the  field,  while 
»ss  in  wounded  was  large.    The  casualty  to  Major  Trcmlett 
cd  the  command  of  the  regiment  upon  Captain  Cooper,  who 
tied  in  that  capacity  till  the  close  of  the  campaign, 
arrival  of  reinforcements  finally  enabled  General  Warren  to 
the  lost  ground  and  make  a  further  advance,  moving  his 
to  the  assistance  of  General  Sheridan,  who  with  his  cavalry 
;  close  quarters  with  the  enemy  at  Dinwiddie  Court  House, 
r  the  night  General  Pickett,  the  Confederate  commander,  fell 
)  Five  Forks,  and  there  next  day  he  was  attacked  and  routed, 
f  his  command  being  captured.    The  Thirty-ninth  occupied 
on  in  the  front  line  of  Crawford's  Division,  on  the  extreme 
'  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  did  not  suffer  severely  though  engaged 
r  dark.    Next  day  the  march  was  continued  toward  the  north- 
e  Southsidc  Railroad  being  crossed  and  a  halt  made  at  night 
ckanock  Creek,  where  the  enemy  exchanged  shots  but  dis- 
ci soon  after  a  skirmish  line  had  been  established  by  the 
linth.     There  were  other  slight  skirmishes  during  the  week 
owed  while  the  Fifth  Corps  with  the  rest  of  the  Army  of 
>mac  followed  up  and  closed  in  about  the  dwindling  Army 
lern  Virginia.    After  the  latter  surrendered  the  Thirty- 
th  other  troops  remained  at  Appomattox  till  the  work  of 
was  completed,  starting  on  the  loth  of  April  on  the  re- 
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turn  to  Petersburg.  At  Blacks  and  Whites  Station  on  the  South- 
side  Railroad  a  halt  was  made  on  the  21st,  and  the  regiment  re- 
mained there  till  the  1st  of  May.  During  this  time  some  of  its 
members  who  had  been  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  returned 
to  duty,  including  Captain  F.  R.  Kinsley,  who  resumed  command. 

Setting  out  on  the  1st  of  May,  the  regiment  marched  to  Arling- 
ton Hights  by  way  of  Petersburg,  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg, 
encamping  near  Fort  Albany  on  the  12th.  The  routine  of  camp 
life  there  was  broken  on  the  23d  by  the  grand  review  of  the.  Army 
of  the  Potomac  in  Washington,  and  directly  afterward  the  disband- 
ing of  the  army  began.  The  recruits  having  been  transferred  to 
the  Thirty-second  Massachusetts,  the  muster  out  of  the  original 
members  of  the  Thirty-ninth  took  place  on  the  2d  of  June,  and 
two  days  later  the  regiment  crossed  the  Potomac  for  the  last  time 
and  took  transportation  from  Washington  for  Boston,  being  quar- 
tered in  the  barracks  at  Readville  on  the  6th.  On  that  day  Colonel 
Tremlett  died  at  his  home  in  Boston  from  the  effects  of  his  wound 
and  the  news  of  his  fate  brought  much  sadness  to  the  members  of 
the  regiment,  by  whom  ho  was  held  in  high  esteem.  He  had  been 
commissioned  lieutenant  colonel  and  colonel,  but  not  mustered 
to  the  offices. 

After  a  week  in  camp  at  Readville  the  regiment  was  paid  and 
discharged,  closing  an  honorable  record.  It  is  worthy  of  mention 
that  of  the  250  lives  which  it  gave  for  its  country,  111  were  lost  in 
Confederate  prison  pens. 
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~^HE  Fortieth  Regiment  began  to  gather  at  Camp  Edwin  M. 
Stanton,  Lynnfield,  early  in  August,  1802,  the  first  company, 
B,  being  filled  and  mustered  on  the  22d,  Company  A  the  day 
wing,  two  others  on  the  31st,  two  on  the  1st  of  September, 
■o  on  the  3d,  and  the  last,  0,  on  the  5th.    Major  Burr  Porter  of 
United  States  Army,  who  had  served  with  distinction  on  Gen- 
Fremont's  staff,  was  selected  for  colonel,  but  did  not  join  the 
mand  till  after  it  reached  Washington;  previous  to  his  arrival 
is  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dalton,  an  experienced 
:ia  officer,  under  whose  lead  it  left  Massachusetts  September  8, 
bing  Washington  at  night  of  the  11th  and  the  following  day 
;hing  to  Fort  Ethan  Allen,  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac 
Chain  Bridge.    The  regiment  was  officered  as  follows :— 

• 

lonel,  Burr  Porter  of  New  York;  lieutenant  colonel,  Joseph  A. 
on  of  Salem  ;  major,  Joseph  M.  Day  of  Barnstable ;  surgeon, 
jr  A.  Brewster  of  Pittsfield;  assistant  surgeons,  Andrew  M.  Smith 
llliamstown  and  Jonathan  Cass  of  Great  Barrington;  chaplain, 
enry  Thayer;  adjutant,  A.  Parker  Browne,  both  of  Salem;  rjuar- 
ister,  Edward  Hitchings,  of  Saugus;  sergeant  major,  Daniel  E. 
n ;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Charles  A.  Campbell,  both  of  Chelsea; 
lissary  sergeant,  Edmund  D.  Bigelowof  Boston;  hospital  steward, 
>y  A.  Merriam  of  Topsfield;  principal  musician,  Martin  Cunniff 
ilem. 

rnpany  A — Captain,  James  T.  Lurvoy  of  Lowell;  first  lieutenant, 
no  A.  Albee  of  Marlboro;  socond  lieutenant,  Charles  B.  Lcathe 
;uding. 

iipany  B — Captain,  Daniel  H.  Johnson,  Jr.;  first  lieutenant, 

h  II.  Webb;  second  lieutenant,  George  C.  Bancroft,  all  of  Salem. 

npany  C,  Lawrence — Captain,  Stephen  D.  Stokes;  first  lieuten- 

iugene  J.  Mason;  second  lieutenant,  John  F.  Wearc. 

npany  D — Captain,  Henry  F.  Danforth  of  Salem;  first  lieuten- 

tephen  C.  Rose  of  Marblehead;  second  lieutenant,  John  Pollock 

lem. 

npany  E — Captain,  Charles  A.  Jackson  of  Chelsea;  first  lieuten- 
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ant,  Orcb  F.  Mitchell;  second  lieutenant,  South  worth  Loring,  both  of 
Middleboro. 

Company  F — Captain,  Reuben  L.  Garlick;  first  lieutenant,  William 
H.  Cundy;  seeond  lieutenant,  George  F.  Howard,  all  of  Boston. 

Company  G— Captain,  George  E.  Marshall;  first  lieutenant,  William 
A.  Smith,  both  of  Chelsea;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  G.  Cox  of  Salem. 

Company  H — Captain,  Horatio  Jenkins,  Jr.,  of  Chelsea;,  first  lieu- 
tenant, Wfsner  Park;  second  lieutenant,  Eugene  H.  Richards,  both  of 
Attleboro. 

Company  I — Captain,  William  H.  Harper  of  Sandwich;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Benjamin  H.  Manning  of  Marshfield ;  second  lieutenant, 
Hartwell  W.  Freeman  of  Sandwich. 

Company  K,  Beverly— Captain,  Edward  L.  Giddings;  first  lieuten- 
ant, John  F.  Piper;  second  lieutenant,  Leonard  G.  Dennis. 

While  encamped  at  Fort  Ethan  Allen  the  Fortieth  was  nominally 
a  part  of  General  Abercrombie's  Brigade;  but  that  organization  was 
a  rather  indefinite  one,  comprising  whatever  troops  chanced  to  be 
located  in  the  vicinity  of  Chain  Bridge,  and  the  regiment  had  no 
association  with  and  little  knowledge  of  the  other  troops  in  its 
neighborhood.  As  other  regiments  arrived  and  the  force  in  the  de- 
fenses increased  it  was  reorganized,  the  Fortieth  being  moved  to 
Munson's  Hill,  five  miles  to  the  south  on  the  Leesburg  and  Alexan- 
dria turnpike.  A  week  later  it  was  advanced  to  Miner's  Hill,  three 
miles  further  to  the  front,  just  outside  the  line  of  forts  forming  the 
Washington  defenses,  and  near  the  village  of  Falls  Church.  There 
it  was  attached  to  the  Second  Brigade  of  Abercrombie's  Division, 
commanded  by  General  Robert  Cowdin,  the  regiments  associated 
with  the  Fortieth  in  the  brigade  being  the  Eleventh  Rhode  Island, 
Twenty-second  Connecticut  and  Fifteenth  Virginia.  The  early  his- 
tory of  the  regiment  was  not  marked  by  activity.  It  remained  in 
camp  near  Miner's  Hill,  picketing  the  front  in  that  vicinity,  till  the 
28th  of  December,  when  about  an  hour  before  midnight  the  brigade 
was  called  upon  to  repair  at  once  to  Mills  Cross  Roads,  near  which 
the  Confederate  cavalry  under  General  Stuart  had  made  a  dash  upon 
the  Union  lines ;  but  the  command  was  only  in  time  to  capture  a  small 
rear  guard,  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  having  disappeared.  Return- 
ing to  cam])  next  evening,  the  regiment  remained  there  till  February 
12, 1863,  when  it  was  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Hunter's  Chapel, 
going  into  quarters  there  and  picketing  the  roads  in  that  vicinity. 

On  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  March  4,  without  the  nomina- 
tion of  Colonel  Cowdin  to  be  brigadier  having  been  confirmed, 
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at  officer's  commission  expired  by  limitation  and  he  returned  to 
:i>sachusetts,  when  Colonel  Porter,  as  senior  officer,  took  com- 
ma" of  the  brigade,  leaving  the  Fortieth  again  under  Lieutenant 
•lonel  Dalton.  Camp  was  broken  at  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  of 
30th  of  March,  and  the  regiment  set  out  through  a  driving 
>iin  of  snow  and  wind  for  Vienna,  15  miles  distant,  making  the 
tance  through  forests  and  over  execrable  roads  and  in  intense 
■kness  in  four  hours.  The  regiment  remained  on  outpost  duty 
•re  till  April  11,  when  it  returned  to  quarters,  receiving  for  its 
luous  efforts  the  compensation  of  a  complimentary  notice  in  gen- 
1  orders  from  department  head-quarters.  Four  days  after  with 
brigade  it  was  ordered  to  Alexandria,  marched  thither  early  in 
morning  and  at  once  embarked  on  transports,  bound  for  Suffolk, 
.  then  besieged  by  General  Longstreet.  That  point  was  reached 
lit  midnight,  and  the  following  day  the  Fortieth  with  the  rest  of 
li  vision  formed  camp  outside  the  town  near  the  Nansemond  river, 
he  regiment  at  once  became  an  active  part  of  the  defense,  and 
ij»ied  various  positions  in  the  works  surrounding  the  town,  but 
as  not  till  the  24th  that  it  marched  out  with  a  column  under 
miand  of  General  Corcoran  by  way  of  the  Edenton  road  in 
eh  of  the  enemy.  As  he  was  found  in  force,  and  the  intention 
not  to  bring  on  an  engagement,  the  column  returned  to  its  posi- 
within  the  works.  The  regiment  took  part  in  another  recon- 
sance  on  the  3d  of  May,  and  the  day  following,  the  siege  having 
i  raised  by  General  Longstreet's  retreat,  the  Fortieth  with  other 
ps  under  General  Keyes  set  out  for  West  Point,  reaching  there 
he  7th.  The  regiment  was  the  first  to  land,  and  at  once  de- 
ed as  skirmishers,  advancing  some  three  miles  and  establishing 
cket  line  under  the  direction  of  General  Keyes.  Well  to  the 
of  the  outposts  the  main  line  was  intrenched,  and  that  general 
ion  was  maintained  during  the  month.  On  the  31st  the  com- 
1  set  out  for  Yorktown,  reaching  there  June  1  and  remaining 
he  9th,  when  it  marched  to  Williamsburg,  camping  on  the 
e-field.  On  the  following  day  the  Fortieth  were  detailed  to 
i  an  excursion  across  the  Chickahominy  river  and  as  far  as 
jstown  Island,  returning  to  the  brigade  on  the  13th  after 
ig  marched  75  miles.  Two  days  later  the  force  moved  up 
^eninsula  to  White  House  Landing,  and  on  the  1st  of  July 
'ortieth  led  the  Fourth  Corps  to  Baltimore  Cross  Roads. 
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Colonel  Porter's  brigade  was  called  into  action  during  the  evening 
of  the  2d  to  support  the  brigade  of  Colonel  West,  which  had  been 
attacked  by  the  enemy  and  was  falling  back  in  confusion.  A  lively 
skirmish  ensued,  in  which  the  Fortieth  had  the  lion's  share  and  won 
credit.  General  Keyes's  movement  was  abandoned  on  the  8th:  the 
regiment,  which  had  led  much  of  the  advance,  formed  the  rear 
guard  when  the  retrograde  movement  began,  and  after  two  days' 
severe  marching  reached  Yorktown.  With  no  more  than  an  hour's 
rest  it  embarked  on  transports  for  Washington,  passing  through 
that  city  the  evening  of  the  11th  and  reaching  Frederick,  Md.,  by 
rail  during  the  night.  There  the  brigade  broke  up,  the  time  of  the 
nine-months'  regiments  of  which  it  was  principally  composed  having 
expired,  and  Colonel  Porter  returned  temporarily  to  the  command 
of  the  Fortieth,  with  which  he  reported  to  the  Eleventh  Corps,  then 
with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  following  Lee's  Army  ot  Northern 
Virginia  back  into  the  Old  Dominion  as  the  result  of  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg.  The  regiment  accompanied  the  army  across  the 
Potomac  and  as  far  as  Warren  ton,  going  thence  to  Catlett's  Sta- 
tion, where  on  the  6th  of  August  orders  were  received  to  report 
to  Alexandria  and  take  transport  for  South  Carolina.  At  this  time 
Colonel  Porter  had  left  the  regiment,  having  returned  to  service  in  the 
regular  army,  and  his  successor  was  not  immediately  commissioned. 

The  regiment  embarked  on  the  7th,  and  six  days  later  debarked 
at  Folly  Island,  Charleston  Harbor.  It  went  into  the  trenches  at 
Fort  Wagner  on  the  15th,  and  remained  there  till  the  stronghold 
was  evacuated  by  the  Confederates.  Here  the  command  lost  its 
first  member  killed  in  action,  Second  Lieutenant  Augustine  F. 
Webb  of  Salem,  on  the  20th  of  August,  while  five  men  were 
wounded.  For  some  time  after  the  evacuation  the  active  duty  of 
the  regiment  was  not  noteworthy.  The  new  commander,  Colonel 
Guy  V.  Henry,  promoted  from  lieutenant  of  artillery  in  the  regular 
service,  arrived  on  the  10th  of  November.  Major  Day  had  resigned 
August  25,  and  that  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  promotion  of  Adju 
tant  Browne.  On  the  13th  of  November  the  regiment  set  out  on 
an  expedition  to  Kraivah  and  Seabrook  Islands,  during  which  there 
was  some  sharp  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  but  no  serious  casual- 
ties in  the  regiment.  After  two  or  three  days'  absence  the  com- 
mand returned  to  camp,  where  it  remained  till  January,  1864. 

At  that  time  the  regiment  enjoyed  a  high  repute  for  excellence 
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drill  and  discipline,  as  a  result  of  which  it  was  selected  for  ser- 
•e  as  mounted  infantry.  It  left  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  16th 
January,  marched  to  Stone  Landing  and  took  transports  for 
Iton  Head,  at  which  point  it  debarked  on  the  18th,  going  into 
up  outside  the  fortifications.  Horses  and  the  proper  equipments 
re  issued  to  the  men  on  the  21st,  and  they  began  drilling  in  the 
v  arm  of  service  with  zeal.  But  little  time  was  allowed  for  this 
leational  work.  The  regiment  embarked  for  Jacksonville,  Fla., 
the  4th  of  February,  reaching  there  on  the  7th  and  taking  pos- 
<ion  of  the  town  without  opposition.  What  was  known  as  the 
lit  Brigade  was  organized,  composed  of  the  Fortieth,  the  Inde- 
dent  Battalion  Massachusetts  Cavalry  (formerly  part  of  the 
it  Regiment)  and  Battery  B,  First  United  States  Artillery, 
>nel  Henry  acting  brigadier.  The  regiment  was  placed  under 
mand  of  Major  Day,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dalton  having  resigned 
w  days  previous.  This  vacancy  was  filled  later  by  the  coinmis- 
ing  of  Charles  L.  Chandler  of  Brookline. 

he  brigade  began  its  advance  on  the  afternoon  of  the  8th,  and 
lidnight  the  Independent  Battalion,  supported  by  the  Fortieth, 
tired  a  Confederate  battery  of  four  guns  with  all  its  belongings 
en  Mile  Run  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  Company  II  was  left 
hargc  of  the  capture  and  the  column  pushed  on  to  Baldwin 

e  two  more  guns  were  taken  in  like  manner.  On  the  10th  an 
nee  was  made  to  Barber's  Ford,  where  the  enemy  were  defeated 

skirmish  and  driven  to  Sanderson,  the  regiment  losing  one 
1  and  two  wounded.  Early  next  morning,  while  en  route  for 
City,  the  enemy's  pickets  were  encountered  and  the  force 
•d  so  strong  that  the  Union  column  fell  back  some  six  miles, 
it  remained  encamped  for  three  days,  when  the  Light  Bri- 
went  to  Starke.    A  detachment  of  52  men  from  the  Fortieth 

•  Captain  Marshall  captured  Gainsvillc  on  the  15th,  with  a 
(juantity  of  public  stores,  but  the  little  force  was  soon  after 
:ed  by  three  times  its  own  number.  Captain  Marshall  hastily 
d  barricades  of  cotton  bales  behind  which  he  placed  his  men, 
ithout  loss  repulsed  the  attacking  party,  killing  and  wounding 
iL     On  the  18th  he  rejoined  the  brigade  at  Barber's  Ford. 

•  main  column  under  General  Seymour  having  come  up,  an 

by  way  of  Sanderson  began  on  the  morning  of  the  20th. 
A   ffenry  with  his  mounted  troops  leading.    Early  in  the 
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afternoon,  when  within  two  or  three  miles  of  Olustee  Station,  the 
advance  encountered  the  enemy  in  a  strong  position  and  at  so  close 
quarters  that  it  was  little  better  than  an  ambuscade  for  the  Federal 
soldiers.  The  latter  fought  at  a  serious  disadvantage,  and  after  a 
desperate  conflict  of  two  or  three  hours,  during  which  the  Union 
command  lost  nearly  half  its  number  in  killed,  wounded  and  pris- 
oners, General  Seymour's  troops  were  forced  to  retire.  The  For- 
tieth were  during  the  action  placed  in  various  important  positions, 
covering  the  flanks,  supporting  the  artillery,  and  the  like.  They 
were  not  so  heavily  engaged  as  the  infantrv,  but  lost  four  men  killed, 
21  wounded  and  four  missing ;  three  horses  were  shot  under  Colonel 
Henry.  The  column  retreated  to  Jacksonville,  the  Light  Brigade 
holding  an  advanced  position  toward  the  enemy  till  the  1st  of 
March,  when  the  Confederates  attacked  it  at  Cedar  Creek,  and 
after  a  skirmish  the  Union  outposts  withdrew  with  slight  loss.  The 
regiment  remained  at  Three  Mile  Run  for  some  three  weeks,  and 
preparations  were  being  made  for  a  raid,  when  a  considerable  part 
of  General  Seymour's  troops,  including  the  Fortieth  Regiment, 
were  summoned  to  Virginia. 

The  Light  Brigade  was  therefore  broken  urj,  the  horses  were 
turned  in,  the  Fortieth  became  once  more  an  infantry  regiment 
commanded  for  the  time  by  its  gallaut  colonel,  embarked  on  the 
22d  for  Hilton  Head,  changed  there  on  the  24th  to  the  steamer 
S.  R.  Spaulding,  sailed  the  following  day  and  reached  Gloucester 
Point  where  they  debarked  on  the  28th  and  reported  to  General 
Butler,  then  organizing  the  Army  of  the  James.  Various  changes 
occurred  about  this  time  among  the  field  officers  of  the  regiment. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Chandler  having  been  transferred  to  the  Fifty- 
seventh  Massachusetts,  his  place  with  the  Fortietli  M  as  filled  by  the 
promotion  of  Major  George  E.  Marshall,  dating  from  April  20. 
The  latter  had  succeeded  Major  Browne,  resigned  March  5,  and 
Captain  Jenkins  was  advanced  to  the  vacant  majority. 

The  Fortieth  were  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
Tenth  Corps,  and  two  days  after  the  landing  of  the  regiment,  the  bri- 
gade under  the  command  of  Colonel  Henry  re-embarked  and  on  the 
1st  of  May  sailed  up  the  York  river  to  West  Point,  where  it  landed 
and  took  position  behind  intrenchments,  the  Fortieth  re-occupying 
its  camping  ground  of  a  year  before.  The  movement  being  only  a 
diversion,  the  brigade  remained  in  that  vicinity  for  five  days,  till 
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rmy  of  the  James  had  established  itself  at  Bermuda  Hundred, 
Colonel  Henry  withdrew  his  command  and  on  the  6th  joined 
iin  force  on  the  James  river.  On  the  0th  the  regiment  took 
l  an  expedition  against  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  rail- 
vhich  it  assisted  in  destroying  iu  the  vicinity  of  Chester,  and 
,  though  not  seriously  engaged,  in  the  fighting  which  ensued 
neighborhood  of  Swift  Creek,  generally  known  as  the  battle 
mvfield  Church.  Returning  to  its  intrenchments  next  inorn- 
rcmaincd  there  till  the  12th,  when  the  Armv  of  the  James 
•  d  toward  Richmond,  the  Fortieth  leading  the  right  wing 
innishing  most  of  the  day. 

ion  was  taken  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works  the  following 
id  with  some  changes  of  location  the  regiment  remained 
rider  the  fire  of  Fort  Darling  till  the  morning  of  the  16th, 
le  battle  of  Drewry's  Bluff  occurred,  in  which  the  Fortieth 
:ir  full  share,  suffering  a  loss  of  10  killed,  42  wounded  and 
ing.  Most  of  the  killed  and  wounded  were  left  in  the  hands 
Confederates  and  with  the  rest  of  the  army  the  regiment  re- 
o  the  fortifications  at  Bermuda  Hundred.  The  Union  picket 
;  captured  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  by  the  Confederates, 
Fortieth  took  part  in  the  task  of  driving  back  the  assail- 
ing six  killed  and  16  wounded.  A  few  days  later,  in  prepa- 
jr  the  movement  of  a  considerable  part  of  the  Army  of  the 
3  Cold  Harbor  to  join  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  For- 
>  made  part  of  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Eighteenth 
Colonel  Henry  commanded  the  brigade,  which  consisted  of 
nty-first  Connecticut,  Ninety-second  New  York,  Fifty-eighth 
Hundred  and  Eighty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Regiments, 
lovcmcnt  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  under  General  "Baldy" 
iran  on  the  28th  of  May,  when  the  Fortieth,  with  its  fcllow- 
s,  embarked  at  City  Point.  It  landed  at  White  House  on 
and  marched  till  midnight,  rested  for  three  hours  and  then 
>rward  till  earlv  in  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  of  June  when 
d  Cold  Harbor,  General  Smith  forming  his  corps  on  the 
the  Sixth  Corps,  which  reached  the  scene  about  the  same 
hese  two  corps  were  soon  ordered  forward,  some  of  the 
niter  intrenchments  were  carried  and  the  Union  lines  were 
»d  close  to  his  main  works.  This  advantage  was  gained 
cost,  the  Fortieth  losing  12  killed,  including  Lieutenant 
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Colonel  Marshall  and  First  Lieutenant  Bancroft,  add  a  large  number 
wounded,  most  of  whom  were  brought  within  the  lines  during  the 
night.  A  sharp  fire  was  kept  up  through  the  following  day,  inflicting 
some  casualties,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  the  regiment  joined 
in  the  general  attack  on  the  Confederate  position,  and  shared  in  the 
bloody  repulse.  The  loss  was  ten  killed,  including  First  Lieutenant 
Edward  Carleton  of  Lawrence,  and  many  wounded.  The  Fortieth 
remained  with  the  other  troops  in  front  of  the  impregnable  works 
till  the  12th,  suffering  some  casualties,  including  one  killed,  when 
General  Smith's  command  led  the  way  toward  Petersburg,  whither 
the  scene  of  carnage  was  to  be  transferred. 

Going  by  transports  from  White  House  on  the  13th,  the  regiment 
landed  the  next  day  at  Point  of  Rocks  on  the  Appomattox  river, 
and  at  once  advanced  upon  Petersburg,  a  division  of  colored  troops 
in  the  lead.  At  evening  of  the  15th,  after  a  day  of  skirmishing,  an 
attack  was  made  and  some  works  were  captured.  From  that  time 
the  regiment,  now  sadly  reduced  in  numbers,  was  constantly  under 
fire  and  engaged  in  the  siege  operations  which  followed.  Its  posi- 
tion was  at  the  right  of  the  Union  lines,  near  the  river,  where 
on  the  24th  Colonel  Henry's  brigade  was  attacked  by  the  Con- 
federate brigade  of  Ilagood.  The  assault  resulted  most  disas- 
trously, Hagood's  brigade  being  almost  annihilated,  and  the  sur- 
vivors finding  themselves  prisoners  of  war,  while  the  loss  of  the 
Fortieth  was  but  two  men  killed  and  as  many  wounded.  At  the 
battle  of  the  Crater,  on  t lie  80th  of  July,  the  regiment,  though  not 
heavily  engaged,  lost  nine  wounded.  Such  was  the  severity  of  the 
exposure,  sickness  and  loss  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy  that  on  the 
27th  of  August,  when  the  Eighteenth  Corps  was  relieved  by  the 
Tenth,  the  Fortieth  marched  out  of  the  trenches  with  but  two  offi- 
cers and  45  enlisted  men  present  for  duty.  On  the  following  day 
at  the  special  request  of  Colonel  Henry,  the  regiment  was  detached 
from  the  brigade  for  the  comparative  rest  to  be  obtained  during  the 
performance  of  provost  duty  at  Bermuda  Landing,  Captain  Park 
taking  command  of  t lie  post. 

The  detail  lasted  for  a  month,  during  which  the  strength  of  the 
command  was  measurably  increased  by  the  return  of  convalescents. 
It  was  then  ordered  to  the  front  once  more  on  the  29th  of  Septem- 
ber, and  remained  on  duty  along  the  lines  before  Bermuda  Hundred 
till  the  24th  of  October,  when  it  rejoined  the  Third  Brigade  near 
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Harrison.  On  the  30th  of  September  First  Lieutenant  J. 
mr  Fitch  of  Middleboro  was  killed  in  an  engagement  near 
>in'8  Bluff,  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Harrison,  on  the  east  side  of 
ames  river.  With  the  exception  of  a  skirmish  on  the  Williams- 
road,  October  27,  the  regiment  was  not  actively  engaged  dur- 
lic  autumn,  and  after  that  event,  in  which  the  command  lost 
men  missing,  it  was  for  some  time  encamped  in  reserve,  under 
land  of  Captain  John  Pollock,  who  was  subsequently  promoted 
ijor  and  lieutenant  colonel.  Major  Jenkins  was  commissioned 
riant  colonel  vice  Marshall  killed  in  action  but  was  not  mus- 
to  cither  position,  being  discharged  as  captain  to  become 
nant  colonel  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry.  Captain  Charles  G.  Cox 
Iso  been  promoted  to  major,  but  was  obliged  to  resign  on  ac- 
of  wounds;  and  after  the  promotion  of  Pollock  to  lieutenant 
1,  February  4,  1865,  Captain  Josiah  L.  Elder  of  Lynn  was 
L-cd  to  the  majority. 

Army  of  the  James  was  reorganized  into  the  Twenty-fourth 
wenty-fifth  Corps,  December  3,  1804,  when  Colonel  Henry's 
e  became  the  Third  of  the  Third  Division,  Twenty-fourth 
It  consisted  of  the  same  regiments  as  before,  except  that 
cond  New  Hampshire  had  taken  the  place  of  the  Ninety- 
New  York.    At  the  opening  of  the  campaign  of  1805, 
I  Ord  commanded  the  Army  of  the  James,  General  John 
the  corps,  General  Charles  Devens  the  division,  and  Colonel 
U.  Roberts  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-ninth  New  York 
j-adc  in  the  absence  on  sick  leave  of  Colonel  Henry,  from 
lie  latter  did  not  again  return  to  active  duty  with  the  brigade, 
time,  notwithstanding  its  severe  experiences  in  the  past,  the 
it  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  standing  fust  in  the  corps 
»Iino  and  morale,  being  awarded  that  position  at  five  suc- 
weekly  inspections  and  afterward  barred  from  the  compcti- 
n  reroirnition  of  this  high  standing  it  was  excused  from 
rig-  details  for  outside  picket  or  fatigue  duty  for  five  weeks, 
el  Roberts  reported  his  brigade  to  General  Grant  for  special 
>n  the  od  of  March,  1805,  and  the  following  morning  it 
through  a  heavy  rain  to  Deep45ottom  Landing,  where  the 
embarked  on  the  steamer  Metacomet  and  sailed  for  Fort- 
lroc,  whence  it  steamed  up  the  Rappahannock  river  and  on 
ing  of  the  6th  landed  at  Fredericksburg.    The  regiment 
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was  made  provost  guard  for  the  city,  while  the  rest  of  the  expedi- 
tion devoted  itself  to  destroying  the  railroad  at  Hamilton  Crossing 
and  capturing  tobacco  and  public  stores  of  various  kinds,  which 
were  found  there  in  large  quantities.  The  regiment  returned  to 
Fortress  Monroe  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  This  enterprise  prov- 
ing so  successful,  the  same  force  set  out  a  few  days  later  upon 
another,  proceeding  up  the  Potomac  and  the  Yeocomico  rivers  to 
Kinsale  Landing.  The  expedition,  however,  proved  fruitless,  and 
on  reaching  Point  Lookout  on  the  return  orders  were  received  from 
the  commander-in-chief  for  the  force  to  repair  to  White  Ilouse 
Landing  and  establish  a  depot  of  supplies  for  General  Sheridan  and 
his  cavalry,  then  on  the  way  overland  to  that  point  from  upper 
Virginia.  This  was  done,  a  bridge  being  built  across  the  Pamunkcy, 
and  on  the  18th  the  weary  riders  appeared,  crossed  the  river  the 
following  day,  and  after  resting  till  the  24th  set  out  to  join  the 
forces  operating  against  Petersburg  and  Richmond,  the  Third  Bri- 
gade marching  to  its  camps,  some  50  miles  away. 

Signal  Hill,  near  the  former  location,  was  reached  on  the  26th, 
and  there  the  regiment  remained  till  the  fall  of  Petersburg  and  the 
evacuation  of  Richmond,  the  division,  with  one  of  colored  troops 
from  the  Twenty-fifth  Corps,  having  been  designated  to  hold  the 
lines  on  that  part  of  the  field  while  the  rest  of  the  Army  of  the 
James  was  operating  at  the  left.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  of 
April  the  division  set  out  for  Richmond,  which  was  found  aban- 
doned and  in  flames.  The  Fortieth  Regiment  encamped  outside 
the  city,  changed  its  location  for  a  more  healthful  one  ten  days 
later,  and  on  the  2oth  moved  to  Manchester,  where  it  remained  till 
the  17th  of  June,  when  it  was  mustered  out  of  the  national  service 
and  started  for  home.  Going  to  New  York  by  transport  and  thence 
by  the  steamer  Connecticut,  Rcadville  was  reached  on  the  21st. 
There  the  command  remained  in  camp  till  the  30th,  when  it  was 
paid  off  and  discharged.  The  record  of  the  regiment  was  an  espe- 
cially honorable  one ;  it  had  but  13  desertions  during  its  varied 
service — a  record  which  few  organizations  could  equal. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  FORTY-FIRST  REGIMENT. 


HE  Forty-first  Regiment  was  the  last  of  the  organizations 
raised  under  the  call  of  July,  1862,  and  in  fact  the  last  ordi- 
nary three-years'  volunteer  regiment  sent  out  by  Massachu- 
the  only  infantry  regiments  subsequently  enlisted  for  that 
jeing  the  two  colored  and  the  four  veteran  regiments  author- 

i  18(53.  Its  first  rendezvous  was  at  Camp  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 
eld,  but  before  the  organization  was  completed  it  was  trans- 
to  the  camp  at  Boxford.  Its  first  company,  I,  was  mustered 
oth  of  August,  1802,  K  the  following  day,  A  on  the  31st,  B 
September  4,  a  part  of  I)  on  the  6th  and  E  the  20th.  From 
me  enlistment  dragged,  owing  to  the  filling  of  the  nine- 
s' quota  which  was  going  on  at  tlic  same  time  and  the  heavy 
Kidc  by  the  two  calls  on  the  Commonwealth.  It  was  not  till 
li  of  October  that  Companies  F  and  H  were  ready  for  the 
ing  officer,  G  being  filled  on  the  1st  of  November,  completing 
anization.  On  the  oth  the  regiment  left  for  New  York,  under 
to  report  to  General  N.  P.  Banks,  who  was  there  organizing 
ce  which  was  to  accompany  him  to  New  Orleans,  where  he 

ii  assigned  to  succeed  General  Butler  in  command  of  the 
nent  of  the  Gulf.  In  its  march  through  Boston  the  regiment 
orted  by  some  civil  organizations  with  which  its  colonel  was 
cd ;  reaching  New  York  it  encamped  for  a  time  at  the  Park 
s,  after  which  it  was  transferred  to  Long  Island  where  the 
oops  destined  for  Louisiana  were  gathering,  and  Went  into 

the  Union  Race  Course.  The  commissioned  officers  at  that 
uicctcd  with  the  command  were  as  follows: — 

d,  Thomas  E.  Chickering;  lieutenant  colonel,  Ansel  D.  Wass, 
Boston;  major,  Lorenzo  I).  Sargent  of  Lawrence;  surgeon, 
[.  Blanchard  of  Sherborn;  assistant  surgeons,  Daniel  S.  Allen 
•ester  and  Daniel  F.  Leavitt  of  South  Danvers;  chaplain, 
.  Lane  of  Lawrence;  adjutant,  ilenry  S.  Adams  of  Chicopee; 
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quartermaster,  Charles  13.  Stoddard  of  Plymouth;  sergeant  major, 
John  Rolston  of  Charlestown;  quartermaster  sergeant,  George  A. 
Fiske,  Jr.;  commissary  sergeant,  Charles  B.  Stone,  both  of  Roxbury; 
hospital  steward,  Harry  X.  Coburn  of  Xew  Bedford ;  principal 
musician,  Ai  B.  Chase  of  Boston. 

Company  A,  Xew  Bedford — Captain,  John  F.  Vinal;  first  lieuten- 
ant, James  W.  Hervey;  second  lieutenant,  Eliphalet  H.  Robbins. 

Company  B,  Lawrence — Captain,  Edward  L.  Xoyes;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Cyrus  T.  Batchelder;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  Stone. 

Company  C — Captain,  John  L.  Swift;  first  lieutenant,  William  T. 
Hodges;  second^  lieutenant,  Theodore  C.  Otis,  all  of  Roxbury. 

Company  D— Captain,  Frederick  G.  Pope;  first  lieutenant,  William 
M.  Gifford;  second  lieutenant,  William  Harris,  Jr.,  all  of  Boston. 

Company  E,  Boston— Captain,  Lyman  W.  Gould;  first  lieutenant, 
Wesley  A.  Gove;  second  lieutenant,  John  H.  Weston. 

Company  F — Captain,  G.  Frank  Stevens  of  Lawrence;  first  lieuten- 
ant. Henry  C.  Dane  of  Cambridge;  second  lieutenant,  Amos  Henfield 
of  Salem. 

Company  G — Captain,  William  H.  Seamans  of  Roxbury;  first  lieu- 
tenant, David  P.  Muzzey  of  Cambridge;  second  lieutenant,  John  A. 
Comerford  of  Lowell. 

Company  H — Captain,  Francis  E.  Boyd;  first  lieutenant,  Charles 
W.  C.  Rhoades;  second  lieutenant,  John  C.  Gray,  Jr.,  all  of  Boston. 

Company  I — Captain,  John  C.  Wyraan;  first  lieutenant,  Benjamin 
F.  Talbot,  both  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Frank  E.  Frothingham 
of  Charlestown. 

Company  K — Captain,  David  T.  Bunker;  first  lieutenant,  Bradley 
Dean;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  W.  Lovett,  Jr.,  all  of  Boston. 

The  regiment  embarked  on  the  steamer  Xorth  Star,  which  sailed 
from  Xew  York  on  the  4th  of  December,  having  on  board  General 
Banks  and  his  staff.  After  a  pleasant  voyage  Xew  Orleans  was 
reached  in  due  time,  and  General  Banks  landed  there,  while  the 
Forty-first  remained  aboard  and  were  taken  on  the  15th  to  Baton 
Rouge,  landing  on  the  17th  with  a  considerable  number  of  other 
regiments  under  command  of  General  Cuvicr  Orovcr  and  occupvine 
that  city  without  serious  resistance.  On  the  organization  of  the 
troops  in  the  department  into  the  Xineteenth  Corps,  a  few  weeks 
later,  the  Forty-first  became  a  portion  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
Fourth  Division,  the  division  being  commanded  by  General  Grover 
and  the  brigade  by  Colonel  William  R.  Kimball  of  the  Twelfth 
Maine.  In  addition  to  his  own  regiment  and  the  Forty-first,  Colonel 
Kimball's  command  consisted  of  the  Fifty-second  Massachusetts 
and  the  Twenty-fourth  Connecticut.  On  the  31st  of  January,  1863, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Wass  resigned,  Major  Sargent  was  promoted 
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vacancy  and  Captain  John  F.  Vinal  to  be  major.  Till  near 
use  of  March  the  regiment  remained  at  Baton  Rouge  with  no 
noteworthy  experience  than  an  expedition  on  the  9th  of 
t  to  destroy  some  bridges  over  the  Comite  river.  In  this 
the  Forty-first  were  accompanied  by  a  company  of  cavalry 
section  of  artillery  and  accomplished  the  undertaking  after 
skirmishing  without  casualty  to  the  regiment.  During  the 
lent  toward  Port  Hudson  a  few  days  later,  the  regiment  re- 
1  as  part  of  the  garrison  of  Baton  Rouge,  Colonel  Chicker- 
ving  command  of  the  post. 

i-or's  Division  set  out  on  the  28th  on  the  march  from  Donald- 
e  through  the  La  Fourche  country  to  Brashear  City,  where  it 
with  the  rest  of  the  Army  of  the  Gulf  under  General  Banks 
rations  against  the  enemy  threatening  New  Orleans  from  the 
With  the  Twelfth  Maine,  the  regiment  embarked  April  12 
unboat  for  transportation  across  Grand  Lake,  landing  at 
Bend  Bav  on  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  and  with  other 
marching  across  the  Teche  to  rejoin  the  division.  In  the 
»f  Irish  Bend  on  the  14th  the  brigade  was  in  reserve,  in  sup- 
batteries,  and  suffered  no  casualties.  The  march  being  con- 
ifter  the  battle,  New  Iberia  was  reached  at  evening  of  the 
hen  the  Forty-first,  with  two  other  regiments  of  its  brigade 
etion  of  artillerv,  marched  at  once  for  Averv's  Island,  where 
:  works  were  destroyed  and  a  large  number  of  horses  col- 
lie detachment  rejoining  the  column  the  same  night.  Ope- 
ras reached  on  the  20th,  300  miles  from  the  starting  point 
i  Rouge. 

Colonel  Chickering  was  appointed  military  governor  of  the 
with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sargent  provost  marshal,  the  rcgi- 
uler  command  of  Major  Vinal  being  assigned  to  provost 
hiring  the  time  that  they  wore  thus  engaged  the  members 
I  themselves  with  horses  confiscated  from  the  surrounding 
,  so  that  when  on  the  11th  of  May  they  moved  to  Barrels 
horse  equipments  were  drawn  and  the  command  was 
rth  known  as  the  Forty-first  Mounted  Rifles.    The  work 
the  regiment  during  the  month  that  it  was  on  duty  at  Ope- 
ld  Ban  e's  Landing  is  thus  summarized  in  the  report  of  the 
LTcncral  of  Massachusetts  :    "  It  collected  and  .sent  to  Xcw 
via  Brashear  upward  of  0.000  bales  of  cotton,  large  quanti- 
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ties  of  sugar,  molasses  and  other  products  of  the  country,  and  at 
least  10,000  contrabands,  men,  women  and  children,  to  work  the 
government  plantations  in  the  La  Fourche  country.  This  regiment 
set  all  the  corn  mills  in  operation,  furnishing  large  quantities  of 
meal  to  the  troops  and  inhabitants  and  feeding  the  contrabands.  It 
established  a  free  market  for  the  benefit  of  the  poorer  inhabitants, 
re-opened  the  printing-office  and  issued  a  daily  paper,  etc/' 

Barre's  Landing  was  left  on  the  21st  of  May,  the  Mounted  Rifles  in 
advance,  followed  by  a  wagon  train  five  miles  in  length,  and  a  great 
number  of  contrabands,  the  flanks  and  rear  being  covered  by  seven 
regiments  of  infantry  and  a  section  of  artillery,  Colonel  Chickering 
commanding  the  column.  A  march  of  five  days  brought  the  force 
to  Berwick  City  with  no  further  adventure  than  an  attack  on  the 
last  day  by  a  superior  body  of  the  enemy,  which  was  repulsed,  but 
in  consequence  the  column  marched  all  night  to  reach  its  destina- 
tion, covering  36  miles  within  24  hours. 

The  infantry  regiments  were  then  forwarded  to  General  Banks 
at  Port  Hudson,  and  the  Forty-first,  after  waiting  till  transportation 
could  be  secured  for  their  horses,  followed  by  battalions,  the  regi- 
ment being  reunited  on  the  4th  of  June  and  assigned  to  General 
Grierson's  cavalry  brigade,  and  engaged  in  outpost,  scout  and  train 
guard  duty.  While  this  arrangement  was  in  force  an  order  was 
issued  consolidating  with  the  regiment  the  three  unattached  com- 
panies of  Massachusetts  cavalry  in  the  department,  the  whole  being 
permanently  transformed  to  a  mounted  regiment,  to  be  known  as 
the  Third  Massachusetts  Cavalry — under  which  designation  the 
subsequent  fortunes  of  the  regiment  will  be  narrated. 
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HE  Forty-second  Regiment  was  recruited  at  Camp  Meigs, 
Readville,  the  nucleus  being  the  Second  Regiment  of  Militia, 
which  volunteered  when  the  call  for  nine-months'  troops  was 
and  went  into  camp  to  recruit  to  the  maximum.  As  there 
ready  a  Second  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  the  field  for  three 
the  name  of  this  command  was  changed  to  the  Forty-second 
cr  to  avoid  a  duplication  of  numbers.  Companies  A  and  B 
mstercd  on  the  13th  of  September,  1862,  G  and  I  three  days 
tnd  four  others  during  the  month  ;  •  but  C  was  not  ready  for 
storing  officer  till  October  11,  and  K  not  till  the  14th.  The 
id  staff  were  mustered  on  the  11th  of  November,  and  on  the 
dors  were  received  to  report  to  General  Banks,  whose  expe- 
was  being  organized  on  Long  Island  near  New  York  city, 
iter  of  officers : — 

lei,  Isaac  S.  Burrell  of  Roxbury;  lieutenant  colonel,  Joseph 
n  of  Medfield;  major,  Frederick  G.  Stiles  of  Worcester;  sur- 
riel  I.  Cumming8  of  Roxbury;  assistant  surgeons,  Thomas  B. 
»ck  of  Newton  and  Rush  B.  Heintzelman  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
i,  George  J.  Sanger  of  Hard  wick;  adjutant,  Charles  A.  Davis 
jury;  quartermaster,  Charles  B.  Burrell;  sergeant  major, 
P.  Bosson,  Jr.,  both  of  Boston;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Henry 
;r  of  Dorchester;  commissary  sergeant,  William  H.  Hutchin- 
Koxbury:  hospital  steward,  Charles  J.  Wood  of  Hardwick; 
1  musician,  Richard  A.  Ncuert  of  Boston, 
any  A,  Weymouth — Captain,  Hiram  S.  Coburn;  first  lieuten- 
tin  Burrell,  Jr.;  second  lieutenant,  John  P.  Burrell. 
my  B — Captain,  Ira  B.  Cook  of  Bellingham;  first  lieutenant, 
.  Partridge  of  Medway;  second  lieutenant,  Joseph  C.  Clifford 

my  C,  Boston — Captain,  Orville  W.  Leonard;  first  lieutenant, 
White;  second  lieutenant.  Joseph  Sanderson,  Jr. 

my  D — Captain,  George  Sherive;  first  lieutenant,  William  II. 
both  of  Roxbury;  second  lieutenant,  Darius  F.  Eddy  of 

er. 
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Company  E — Captain,  Charles  A.  Pratt  of  West  Boylston;  first 
lieutenant,  John  W.  Emerson  of  Millbury;  second  lieutenant,  Brown 
P.  Stowell  of  Boston. 

Company  F — Captain,  John  D.  Coggswell  of  Leicester;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Timothy  M.  Duncan  of  North  Brookfield;  second  lieutenant^ 
Lyman  A.  Powers  of  Spencer. 

Company  G — Captain,  Alfred  N>  Proctor;  first  lieutenant,  Albert 
E.  Proctor  both  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Thaddeus  H.  Newconib 
of  Quincy. 

Company  H — Captain,  Davis  W.  Bailey  of  Chelsea;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Charles  C.  Phillips  of  Hopkinton;  second  lieutenant,  Augustus 
L.  Gould  of  Chelsea. 

Company  I,  Dorchester — Captain,  Cyrus  Savage;  first  lieutenant, 
Samuel  F/White;  second  lieutenant,  Benjamin  F.  Bartlett. 

Company  K — Captain,  George  P.  Davis  of  Ware;  first  lieutenant, 
Henry  A.  Harding  of  Worcester;  second  lieutenant,  J.  Martin  Gor- 
ham  of  Barre. 

The  regiment  left  camp  November  21,  going  by  way  of  New 
York  to  Camp  Banks  on  Long  Island,  which  it  reached  late  in  the 
evening  of  the  following  day.  There  it  remained  till  the  2d  of 
December,  when  it  marched  to  Brooklyn  and  on  the  3d  took  pass- 
age on  four  transports  for  New  Orleans.  Colonel  Burrell  and  his 
staff  with  Companies  D,  G  and  I  went  aboard  the  Saxon ;  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Stedman  with  Companies  A,  B  and  F,  on  the  Quincy : 
Major  Stiles  with  C  and  II  on  the  Shetucket ;  and  Companies  E 
and  K  on  the  Charles  Osgood.  All  were  at  sea  by  the  morning  of 
the  5th,  but  the  Saxon  proved  the  only  sea-worthy  vessel  and 
reached  her  destination  far  in  advance  of  her  consorts.  Touching 
at  Ship  Island  on  the  14th,  she  reached  New  Orleans  the  16th  and 
at  once  proceeded  to  Carrollton,  where  on  the  17th  Colonel  Burrell 
debarked  his  three  companies  and  went  into  quarters  at  Camp 
Mansfield.  Two  days  later  the  colonel  was  ordered  to  re-embark  and 
sail  for  Galveston,  there  to  land  and  take  post,  co-operating  with 
the  naval  force  at  that  point,  with  the  promise  that  the  remainder 
of  his  regiment  should  be  sent  forward  on  its  arrival.  The  destina- 
tion was  reached  on  the  24th,  and  after  consultation  with  Comman- 
der llenshaw  of  the  gun-boat  Westfield,  commanding  the  blockading 
fleet,  Colonel  Burrell  landed  on  Kuhn's  Wharf  on  the  morning  of 
the  25th,  hoisted  the  regimental  flag  and  barricaded  the  approaches. 
A  reconnaissance  was  made  the  following  morning  to  a  distance  of 
five  miles  from  the  city,  everything  indicating  that  the  enemy  had 
hastily  abandoned  the  island  ;  but  (Juring  the  night  of  the  27th 
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tetran  to  cross  again  from  Virginia  Point  on  the  main  land, 
hereafter  the  little  Union  force  was  closely  watched  by  the 
y  scouts  of  the  enemy,  though  the  latter  as  often  as  discov- 
er driven  away  hy  detachments  sent  out  by  Colonel  Burrell. 
ing  the  night  of  the  31st  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  was 
to  make  an  attack,  and  the  gun-boats  were  requested  to 
^ate,  which  they  did,  answering  the  fire  of  the  Confederate 
y  as  soon  as  it  opened,  and  two  or  three  assaults  which  were 
icfore  daylight  of  January  1,  1863,  were  repulsed  by  the  fire 
three  companies  behind  their  barricades.  The  Confederate 
its  attacked  the  Federal  tleet  soon  after  daylight,  capturing 
irriet  Lane,  the  Westficld  being  blown  up  on  account  of 
ing.  Flags  of  truce  were  then  raised  on  the  fleet  and  by 
rties  on  shore,  Colonel  Burrell  sending  his  adjutant  to  the 

gun-boats  to  request  them  to  take  off  his  command,  as  he 
ot  defend  the  position.  Almost  immediately,  however,  an 
Toni  General  Magruder  demanded  the  instant  surrender  of 
e  companies,  threatening  an  attack  with  his  entire  force  of 
)0  men  and  30  pieces  of  artillery.  The  capitulation  was 
e  agreed  upon  and  the  three  companies,  with  the  colonel, 
,  chaplain  and  Lieutenant  Stowell  of  Company  K  were  made 
s,  but  Colonel  Burrell  was  requested  to  retain  his  sword  in 
ion  of  the  gallant  defense  which  he  had  made  with  so  small 
The  loss  of  the  L'nion  troops  in  action  was  but  a  few 
,  while  the  enemy  confessed  verv  many  more  casualties, 
the  enlisted  men  were  paroled  on  the  18th  of  February, 
it  days  later,  accompanied  by  the  chaplain,  who  was 
ionally  released,  reached  New  Orleans,  proceeding  thence 

(ientilly  where  they  formed  a  camp  for  paroled  prisoners, 
g  unexchanged  till  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service. 
ova  remained  in  captivity,  Surgeon  Cummings  and  Lieu- 
irtlett  dying  in  prison  during  the  summer,  and  the  others 
lly  exchanged  July  22,  18b'4. 

tne,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stedman  with  his  three  companies 
ie  Quincy  met  with  various  delays,  so  that  New  Orleans 
jllton  were  not  reached  till  the  2Dth  of  December,  when 
rked  and  rested  at  Camp  Mansfield  till  the  3d  of  January, 
r  then  under  orders  to  join  Colonel  Burrell  at  Galveston, 
irning  of  his  capture  returned  to  Camp  Mansfield,  where 
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they  were  joined  by  the  two  companies  on  the  Charles  Osgood,  which 
had  reached  New  Orleans  on  the  1st  of  January  and  the  following 
day  sailed  toward  Galveston.  The  Shetucket,  which  was  the  poor- 
est vessel  of  the  four,  narrowly  escaped  going  to  the  bottom,  and 
after  numerous  stops  for  repairs  reached  New  Orleans  on  the  14th, 
and  the  seven  companies  of  the  regiment  were  at  last  united,  the 
command  being  attached  to  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
Nineteenth  Corps.  General  T.  W.  Sherman  commanded  the  divis- 
ion, and  Colonel  Farr  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Massachusetts  the  brigade. 

Companies  C  and  H  were  detached  from  the  regiment  on  the 
loth,  under  command  of  Captain  Leonard,  and  reported  to  Major 
Houston,  chief  engineer  of  the  corps,  by  whom  they  were  employed 
to  construct  a  bastioned  redoubt  at  Camp  Parapet,  in  which  work 
they  were  engaged  till  the  early  part  of  the  following  June.  Dur- 
ing that  time  Captain  Leonard  organized  from  the  colored  men 
engaged  in  constructing  the  fortifications  a  regiment  known  as  the 
First  Louisiana  Engineers,  a  large  number  of  the  officers  of  which 
were  commissioned  from  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Forty-second. 
The  five  remaining  companies  were  on  the  26th  ordered  to  Bayou 
Gentilly  on  the  Ponchartrain  Railroad,  establishing  themselves  in 
Camp  Farr,  named  in  honor  of  the  brigade  commander.  Three 
weeks  later  Company  K,  Lieutenant  Harding,  was  detailed  for  duty 
in  the  engineer  department  of  the  corps,  and  thenceforth  till  near 
the  end  of  the  regiment's  service  performed  arduous  duty  as  pou- 
toniers,  laying  and  caring  for  bridges  in  connection  with  nearly  every 
important  movement  in  that  part  of  the  district.  Their  services  at 
Port  Hudson  were  especially  valuable. 

About  the  same  time  Company  A  was  detailed  to  occupy  two  or 
three  fortifications  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  and  in  the  vicinity. 
Company  F  was  sent  out  to  Lakeport,  taking  charge  of  some  15 
miles  of  the  lake  shore;  while  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stedman  assumed 
command  of  all  these  stations,  the  extended  lines  and  varied  ranire 
of  duties  requiring  much  tact  and  activity  on  the  part  of  men  and 
officers.  For  two  months  only  two  companies  remained  at  the  regi- 
mental head-quarters,  and  those  were  weakened  by  generous  details; 
but  by  the  5th  of  June  Company  A  and  the  two  engineer  companies 
had  returned,  and  on  the  0th  a  detail  of  100  men  under  Captain 
Cook  was  sent  to  Brashear  City  and  attached  to  a  battalion  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stickney  of  the  Forty-seventh  Mas- 
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efts.  On  the  *20th,  very  early  in  the  morning,  20  of  these 
ubarked  on  a  gun-boat  as  sharpshooters,  and  an  hour  or  iwo 
ic  balance  were  ordered  to  Lafourche  Crossing,  where  an  at- 
as  expected.  Beyond  some  artillery  firing  there  was  no 
j  till  the  following  day,  when  near  sunset  a  section  of  artil- 
pported  by  the  detachment  from  the  Forty-second  under  com- 
f  Lieutenant  Tinkham  advanced  beyond  the  pickets  and  soon 
engaged, fighting  their  way  successfully  back  to  the  main  line, 
lfederatc  attack  which  followed  was  repulsed  after  some  sharp 
,  the  loss  of  Lieutenant  Tink ham's  command  being  one 
tnd  three  severely  wounded,  with  one  taken  prisoner  and 
Three  days  later  the  position  at  the  Crossing  was  evacu- 
1  the  detachment  rejoined  the  regiment  soon  after, 
arrison  at  Brashear  City  was  attacked  and  captured  on  the 
hiding  46  members  of  the  Forty-second  Regiment,  com- 
by  First  Sergeant  George  W.  Ballou,  two  of  whom  were 
nd  two  severely  wounded  during  the  resistance.  Of  the 
s  all  but  two  were  paroled.  The  main  body  of  the  regi- 
s  not  engaged  in  battle;  but  the  quality  of  its  make-up  was 
ly  attested  by  the  honorable  part  taken  by  the  detachments 
leountered  the  enemy  on  the  field  of  strife.  The  bead- 
of  the  Forty-second,  with  the  companies  and  parts  of  com- 
esent  were  transferred  to  Lafayette  Square  in  New  Orleans 
1st  of  June,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  day  at  Camp 
eek  later,  the  regiment  remained  in  the  city  till  the  14th 
the  last  two  weeks  of  the  time  being  quartered  at  the 
louse.  It  then  moved  to  Algiers,  and  during  the  rest  of 
h  was  engaged  in  picketing  the  Opelousas  Railroad,  where 
oined  by  the  detachments  which  had  been  absent  during 
t  months. 

ins  and  other  government  property  in  possession  of  the 
were  turned  over  to  the  proper  officers  on  the  81st  and 
ition  was  taken  on  the  steamer  Continental  for  New  York, 
s  reached  August  8.  Being  transferred  there  to  the 
Commodore  for  Providence,  the  journey  homeward  was 
without  delay,  but  early  next  morning  the  vessel  ran 
ocks  at  Point  Judith  and  remained  aground  during  the 
night  the  regiment  was  transferred  to  the  steamer  City 
rt,  and  without  further  adventure  debarked  at  Provi- 
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dence  whence  it  went  to  Boston  by  rail  on  the  10th.  The  men 
were  immediately  furloughed  till  the  20th,  when  they  re-assembled 
at  Reudville  and  were  mustered  out. 

THE  HUNDRED-DAYS*  TERM. 

This  regiment  was  also  one  of  those  which  in  the  summer  of 
1864  reorganized  and  went  into  service  for  100  days  that  troops  on 
garrison  duty  and  like  inactive  service  might  go  to  the  front  for  the 
assistance  of  the  exhausted  Union  armies  in  the  field  at  that  mo- 
mentous time.  Its  make-up  was  somewhat  changed,  some  of  the  com- 
panies which  had  responded  in  1862  having  dropped  out  and  others 
taking  their  places;  while  of  the  staff  and  line  officers,  few  names 
re-appeared  with  the  former  rank.    The  new  list  was  as  follows : — 

Colonel,  Isaac  S.  Burrell  of  Roxbury;  lieutenant  colonel,  Joseph 
Stedman  of  West  Roxbury;  major,  Frederick  G.  Stiles  of  Worcester; 
surgeon,  Albert  B.  Robinson  of  Holden;  adjutant,  Charles  A.  Davis, 
quartermaster,  Alonzo  J.  Hodsdon;  sergeant  major,  Jediah  P.  Jordan; 
all  of  Roxbury;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Charles  E.  Noyes  of  Boston; 
commissary  sergeant,  Augustus  C.  Jordan  of  West  Roxbury;  hospital 
steward,  Robert  White,  Jr.,  of  Boston;  principal  musician,  Thomas 
Bowe  of  Dorchester. 

Company  A,  Boston — Captain,  Warren  French ;  first  lieutenant, 
Charles  W~  Baxter;  second  lieutenant,  Joseph  M.  Thomas. 

Company  B — Captain,  Benjamin  C.  Tinkham;  first  lieutenant, 
George  W.  Ballon;  second  lieutenant,  George  E.  Fuller,  all  of  Med  way. 

Company  C,  Boston — Captain,  Isaac  B.  White;  first  lieutenant, 
Joseph  Sanderson,  Jr.;  second  lieutenant,  David  C.  Smith. 

Company  D — Captain,  Samuel  A.  Waterman  of  Roxbury;  first  lieu- 
tenant, George  II.  Bates  of  Scituate;  second  lieutenant,  Almon  D. 
Hodges  of  Roxbury. 

Company  E — Captain,  Augustus  Ford  of  Worcester:  first  lieuten- 
ant. James  Conner  of  West'Boylston;  second  lieutenant,  Frank  H. 
Cook  of  Worcester. 

Company  ¥ — Captain,  Samuel  S.  Eddy;  first  lieutenant,  Henry  J. 
Jennings,  both  of  Worcester;  second  lieutenant,  Edward  I.  Galviii  of 
North  Brookficld. 

Company  G — Captain,  Alanson  II.  Ward  of  Worcester:  first  lieu- 
tenant, Moses  A.  Aldrich  of  Uxbridge;  second  lieutenant,  E.  Lincoln 
Shattuck  of  Westboro. 

Company  II — Captain,  George  M.  Stewart  of  Springfield;  first  lion- 
tenant,  Julius  M.  Lvon  of  Waies;  second  lieutenant,  Joseph  T.  Spear 
of  Westtield. 

Company  I — Captain,  James  T.  Stevens  of  Braintreo;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Edward  Merrill.  Jr.,  of  Dorchester;  second  lieutenant,  Charles 
A.  Arnold  of  Braintree. 
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panyK— Captain,  Benjamin  R.  Wales  of  Dorchester;  first  lieu- 
Alfred  G.  Gray  of  Roxbury;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  P. 
•  of  Boston. 

regiment  gathered  at  Readville,  two  of  its  companies  being 
?d  on  the  14th  of  July  and  others  almost  daily  till  the  22d, 
le  organization  was  completed,  and  two  days  later  the  corn- 
et out  for  Washington  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stedman, 
•y  steamer  from  Boston.    It  was  at  about  this  time  that 

Burrcll  returned  from  captivity,  and  after  a  short  time 
3  he  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  where  its 

service  was  passed.  It  performed  faithfully  and  crcdita- 
art,  which  was  principally  in  the  form  of  guard  and  patrol 
detachment  being  for  some  time  at  Great  Falls,  Md.,  and 
tails  being  made  for  the  guarding  of  supply  trains  to  the 
oah  valley.  It  was  mustered  out  of  service  on  the  11th 
tuber,  18G4. 
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HE  Fortv-third,  familiarly  known  as  the  "Tiger"  Regiment 


was  an  outgrowth  of  the  Second  Battalion,  First  Brigade, 


*  First  Division,  M.  V.  M.,  which  volunteered  for  nine  months' 
service  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Meigs  at  Readville  to  be  recruited  to 
a  full  regiment.  In  the  camp,  under  command  of  General  Pierce, 
were  also  the  Forty-second,  Forty-fourth  and  Forty-fifth  Regiments 
and  the  Eleventh  Battery.  As  the  companies  were  filled  they  were 
mustered  into  service,  —  D,  F  and  G  on  the  12th  of  September, 
18G2,  and  the  others  at  various  dates  till  the  11th  of  October,  when 
the  ten  companies  were  completed,  though  detachments  were  mus- 
tered at  intervals  till  near  the  close  of  the  month,  the  mustering 
officer  being  Captain  N.  B.  McLaughlen,  U.  S.  A.  Most  of  the 
field  and  staff  were  mustered  on  the  25th  of  October,  and  the 
roster  of  officers  follows : — 

Colonel,  Charles  L.  Holbrook;  lieutenant  colonel,  John  C.  Whiton, 
both  of  Boston;  major,  Everett  Lane  of  Abingtou;  surgeon,  A.  Carter 
Webber  of  Charlestown;  assistant  surgeon,  Augustus  Mason  of  Brigh- 
ton; adjutant,  James  M.  Whitney  of  West  Roxbury;  quartermaster, 
Henry  A.  Turner;  chaplain,  Jacob  M.  Manning,  both  of  Boston;  ser- 
geant major,  James  E.  Oilman  of  Chelsea;  quartermaster  sergeant. 
William  W.  Tuttle  of  Roxbury;  commissary  sergeant,  Augustus  C. 
Jordan  of  West  Roxbury;  hosp'ital  steward,  William  H.  Mansfield  of 
Roxbury. 

Company  A — Captain,  Henrv  J.  Hallgreen  of  Chelsea;  first  lien- 
tenant,  George  Chadbourne  of  ftoxbury;  second  lieutenant,  Lucius  A. 
Wheelock  of  Boston. 

Company  B— Captain,Edward  G.  Quincy;  first  lieutenaut,  William 
Jordan,  both  of  Boston ;  second  lieutenant,  John  C.  Sanborn  of 
Braintree. 

Company  C — Captain,  William  B.  Fowle,  Jr.,  of  Boston;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Augustine  Sanderson  of  Brighton;  second  lieutenant,  John  F. 
Thayer  of  Boston. 

Company  D — Captain,  Thomas  G.  Whytal  of  West  Roxbury;  first 
lieutenant,  Edward  A.  Sumner;  second  lieutenant,  James  Schouler. 
both  of  Dedham. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  FORTY-THIRD  REGIMENT.  625 

any  E— Captain,  Henry  Doane  of  Charlestown;  first  lieuten- 
*eph  W.  Paine  of  Roxbury;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  M. 
of  Chatham. 

my  F— Captain,  Charles  W.  Sonle  of  Scituate;  first  lieuten- 
ry  S.  Bates  of  Marshfield;  second  lieutenant,  Nathan  S.  Oak- 
Hanover. 

iny  G — Captain,  Josiah  Soule,  Jr.;  first  lieutenant,  Lysander 
rcond  lieutenant,  Joseph  13.  Warne,  all  of  Abington. 
ny  H,  Chelsea — Captain,  George  B.  Hanover;  first  lieuten- 
iam  Bradbury;  second  lieutenant,  D.  C.  Coles  worthy,  Jr. 
ny  I— Captain,  George  G.  Tyler;  first  lieutenant,  Robert 
\ ;  second  lieutenant,  Oliver  H.  Webber,  all  of  Cambridge, 
ny  K — Captain,  J.  Emory  Round  of  Cambridge;  first  lieu- 
icius  P.  Kimpton  of  West  Roxbury;  second  lieutenant,  John 
jer  of  Chelsea. 

ionization  of  the  regiment  being  practically  completed,  it 
;d  with  the  Springfield  rifle  and  ordered  on  the  24th  of 
)  prepare  to  join  the  force  in  North  Carolina  under  Major 
oster.  It  was  not  ready  for  departure,  however,  till  the 
;  following  month,  when  it  took  cars  to  Boston,  was  re- 
the  Common  and  received  its  colors  from  the  hands  of 
Winthrop,  in  behalf  of  the  Boston  Light  Infantry  Asso- 
Late  in  the  evening  the  command  embarked  on  the 
errimac,  with  one-half  of  the  Forty -sixth  Regiment,  the 
inchoring  near  Deer  Island  in  company  with  the  Misus- 
ing the  rest  of  the  Forty-sixth  and  the  Fortv-lifth.  The 
e  crusier  Alabama  bcimr  off  the  coast,  it  was  not  deemed 
i  unarmed  steamers  to  put  to  sea  with  their  important 
ght  till  the  gun-boat  Huron,  then  undergoing  repairs  at 
town  navy-yard,  was  ready  to  escort  them  and  they  waited 
>avy  storm  from  the  east,  which  with  snow  and  rain  and 
i  made  the  anchorage  in  the  harbor  anything  but  de- 
lie  steamers  being  overcrowded,  the  Saxon  was  sent 
ook  on  board  the  Fortv-sixth. 

!>oat  finally  appeared  oh  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  and 
it  once  began  the  slow  trip,  which  ended  at  Beaufort  at 
;  15th,  when  the  regiment  debarked  and  took  ears  to 
Marching  thence  two  miles  northwesterly  along  the 
a  river  Trent,  it  halted  for  the  night  on  the  spot  where 
wo  it  was  very  comfortably  located  in  "Camp  Rogers," 
d  its  permanent  abiding  place  during  nearly  the  entire 
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term  of  its  sojourn  in  North  Carolina.  The  regiment  became  a 
part  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  of  General  Foster's  com- 
mand, the  regiments  with  which  it  was  brigaded  being  all  from 
Massachusetts  and  comprising  the  Seventeenth,  Twenty-third,  Forty- 
fifth  and  Fifty-first,  the  brigade  being  commanded  by  Colonel 
Thomas  J.  C.  Amory  of  the  Seventeenth. 

Company  C  having  been  sent  to  Beaufort  (where  it  remained  on 
duty  till  March  4, 1863),  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  set  out  on 
the  11th  of  December  as  a  part  of  General  Foster's  Goldsboro  ex- 
pedition. At  the  battle  of  Kinston,  on  the  14th,  it  was  under  fire, 
and  maneuvered  somewhat  on  the  field,  but  was  not  engaged  and 
su tTe red  iiq  loss.  It  was  more  exposed  at  the  battle  of  Whitehall 
on  the  loth,  where  it  was  in  support  and  lost  one  man  killed  and  a 
few  wounded,  but  without  taking  an  active  part  in  the  contest.  As 
the  column  drew  near  Goldsboro  next  day,  the  Forty-third  were  de- 
tached and  sent  under  guidance  of  a  staff  officer  several  miles  to 
the  right,  to  Spring  Bank  Bridge,  accompanied  by  a  section  of  artil- 
lery and  a  company  of  cavalry.  The  bridge  being  burned  as  the  force 
approached,  a  skirmish  with  the  Confederates  across  the  river  ensued, 
in  which  the  artillery  and  four  companies  of  the  Forty-third  took 
part,  the  latter  losing  two  killed  and  one  mortally  wounded.  The 
other  companies  lay  in  reserve,  and  after  midnight  the  regiment  was 
directed  to  rejoin  the  column  on  its  return  march  toward  Newborn. 

After  this  the  organization  remained  in  camp,  with  the  exception 
of  ordinary  duties  and  some  details,  till  the  17th  of  January,  18G3, 
when  with  the  other  nine-months'  regiments  of  the  brigade  it 
started  for  Trenton,  a  small  village  on  the  Trent  some  25  miles  to 
the  northwest.  The  destination  was  reached  the  following  day,  but 
no  enemy  was  found.  Marching  back  on  the  19th  to  Pollocksville, 
the  regiment  halted  while  Companies  F  and  G  went  on  with  the 
rest  of  the  column  some  eight  miles  in  a  southerly  direction  to 
Young's  Cross  Roads.  After  a  very  heavy  rain-storm,  the  exj>edi- 
tion  returned  on  the  21st  to  the  camps  at  Newborn. 

In  connection  with  the  demonstration  against  Newborn  by  the 
enemy  on  the  13th  and  14th  of  March,  the  regiment  was  put  under 
marching  orders  during  the  night  of  the  13th,  and  early  the  follow- 
ing morning  marched  out  upon  the  Kinston  road,  but  was  soon 
ordered  back  and  remained  till  afternoon,  when  it  again  moved  out 
some  six  miles  and  relieved  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts,  which 
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ken  holding  the  Confederates  in  cheek.  No  further  attack 
made  at  that  point,  anil  late  the  next  afternoon  the  regiment 
died  some  miles  further  out,  halting  over  night  and  continuing 
morning  till  a  total  distance  of  15  miles  from  Xcwbern  had 
made.  Then,  as  the  cavalry  scouts  reported  no  enemy  within 
;il  miles,  the  return  inarch  was  taken  up  and  Camp  Rogers 
cached  late  that  afternoon. 

rly  in  April  the  regiment  took  part  in  a  movement  intended 
e  relief  of  General  Foster  and  a  small  force  at.  Little  Washing- 
hen  besieged  by  the  Confederates.    On  the  afternoon  of  the 
went  aboard  gun-boats  and  was  carried  across  the  Xensc, 
it  waited  till  General  Spinola  had  gathered  a  force  of  some 
)  men,  when  on  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  it  started  upon 
arch,  going  some  nine  miles  that  day  and  continuing  the 
lent  the  next.     Soon  after  noon  the  enemy  was  enco;:n- 
at  Blount's  Creek,  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  and  the 
y  engaging  them  while  the  Forty-third  formed  the  support, 
a  sharp  skirmish  the  Union  forces  were  withdrawn  and 
d  rapidly  back  to  Newbcrn. 

i  a  single  day's  rest  the  regiment  went  aboard  a  transport 
led  for  the  scene  of  the  blockade  in  the  Pamlico  river  below 
Vashington,  where  it  remained  at  anchor  till  the  14th.  during 
ime  some  of  its  members  volunteered  to  assist  in  running 
raft  through  the  blockade,  some  of  them  being  wounded  in 
serous  service.  Afterward  three  companies  landed  at  Hill's 
lie  site  of  one  of  the  strongest  Confederate  works,  while  the 
id,  after  sailing  back  to  Xcwbern,  was  taken  up  to  Little 
gton,  where  it  remained  from  the  18th  to  the  24th  on  duty, 
ire  regiment  then  returned  by  the  steamer  Long  Island  to 
i,  resting  in  camp  from  the  2">th  to  the  27th,  when  as  part 
siderable  force  it  took  cars  at  Xcwbern  and  went  out  some 
yond  Batchelders  Creek,  whence  after  some  repairs  to  the 
1  various  demonstrations,  it  returned  to  the  old  camp  at 
i  on  the  1st  of  May. 

g  May  and  most  of  June  the  Forty-third  remained  in  the 
>f  Newborn,  often  engaged  in  fatigue  duty  upon  the  forts 
r  fortifications  thereabout,  but  having  no  part  in  marches 
The  movement  of  the  regiment  northward  began  on  the 
June,  when  it  was  ordered  on  board  transports  and  pro- 
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ceeded  with  other  troops  of  General  Foster's  command  to  Fortress 
Monroe  for  orders.  Without  disembarking  the  troops  sailed  up  the 
York  river  to  White  House  Landing,  by  way  of  demonstration,  and 
on  the  29th  were  ordered  back  to  Fortress  Monroe  to  await  direc- 
tions from  Washington.  Landing  at  Hampton  the  next  day  and 
going  into  camp  till  the  2d  of  July,  the  regiment  was  then  ordered 
on  board  the  steamer  Kennebec,  landing  at  Baltimore  near  Fort 
McHenry  the  following  afternoon. 

That  night  was  passed  in  barracks,  and  during  the  4th  the  regi- 
ment marched  through  the  city  to  Camp  Bradford  on  the  north, 
where  three  days  were  passed.  The  term  of  service  of  most  of  the 
men  had  now  expired,  and  there  was  some  dissatisfaction  at  their 
.  being  retained  in  the  service;  this  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  Gen- 
eral Naglce,he  gave  the  men  individually  the  option  of  returning  to 
their  homes  or  of  joining  for  brief  service  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
then  in  pursuit  of  Lee  on  his  retreat  from  Gettysburg.  Under  this 
option  203  oflicers  and  men  volunteered  to  go  to  the  front,  while 
the  remainder  of  the  regiment  took  cars  on  the  8th  for  Massachu- 
setts, going  by  way  of  Philadelphia  to  New  York,  thence  by  boat 
to  New  Haven  and  rail  by  Springfield  to  Boston. 

The  volunteers  for  further  service  proceeded  to  Sandy  Hook  op- 
posite Harper's  Ferry,  where  they  were  detailed  for  provost  duty, 
Major  Lane  being  made  provost  marshal,  General  Naglce  command- 
ing the  post.  This  duty  continued  till  the  18th,  when  the  detach- 
ment was  relieved  by  the  Nineteenth  Maryland  and  started  for 
Boston,  having  won  the  right  to  wear  the  badge  of  the  First  Bri- 
gade, Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps.  Boston  was  reached  on  the 
21.st  bv  steamer  from  New  York,  where  the  detachment  was  re- 
ceived  with  honor.  After  a  parade  the  men  were  furloughed  until 
the  30th,  when  the  regiment  gathered  in  the  camp  at  Rcadville  aud 
was  mustered  out  of  service. 
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FIE  Forty-fourth  Regiment  was  an  outgrowth  of  the  Fourth 
Hattalion,  M.  V.  M.,  which,  having  volunteered  promptly 
and  almost  unanimously  when  the  call  was  made  for  enlist- 
t  for  the  nine-months'  quota,  was  sent  to  Camp  Meigs  at  Read- 
then  commanded  by  General  Peirce,  to  be  transformed  into  a 
L'giment.  This  was  quickly  done;  the  camp  was  occupied 
r  the  last  days  of  August,  and  on  the  12th  of  September  the 
I  companies  were  mustered  into  the  United  States  service 
nil  ranks  by  Captain  McLaughlen,  U.  S.  A.  The  commis- 
of  the  officers  bore  date  from  that  time,  and  the  roster  was 
)ws  : — 

nel,  Francis  L.  Lee  of  Newton  ;  lieutenant  colonel,  Edward  C. 
of  Brookline ;  major,  Charles  W.  Dabney  of  West  Koxbury ; 
1,  Robert  Ware  of  Boston;  assistant  surgeon,  Theodore  W. 
of  Medway ;  chaplain,  Edward  H.  Hall  of  Plymouth  ;  adju- 
allaec  Hinckley  of  Lowell;  quartermaster.  Francis  Bush,  Jr., 
on  ;  sergeant  major,  William  H.  Bird  of  Roxbury-;  quarter- 
sergeant,  Frederick  S.  Gifford  of  New  Bedford  ;  commissary 
t,  Charles  D.  Woodbury  of  Boston;  hospital  steward,  William 
ham  of  New  Bedford  ;  principal  musician,  George  L.  Babcock 
>n. 

•any  A — Captain,  James  M.  Richardson  of  Hubbardston  ;  first 
nt,  Jared  Coffin ;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  G.  Kendall,  both 
>n. 

any  B,  Newton — Captain,  John  M.  Griswold  ;  first  lieuten- 
nk  H.  Forbes;  second  lieutenant,  John  A.  Kenrick.  (Forbes 

n  month  later,  Kenrick  was  promoted  and  Charles  C.  Soule 
dine  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant.) 
my  C — Captain,  Jacob  H.  Lombard;  first  lieutenant,  George 
»:ird  ;  second  lieutenant,  James  W.  Briggs,  all  of  Boston. 
iny  D — Captain,  Henry  D.  Sullivan  ;  first  lieutenant,  James 
>,  Jr.;  second  lieutenant,  Asa  II.  Stebbins,  all  of  Boston. 
,ny  E — Captain,  Spencer  W.  Richardson  ;  first  lieutenant, 

Xewell  ;  second  lieutenant,  James  S.  Cumston,  all  of  Boston, 
ny  F — Captain,  Charles  Storrow  of  Boston  ;  first  lieutenant, 
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Alfred  S.  Hartwell  of  Natick  ;  second  lieutenant,  Theodore  E.  Taylor 
of  Newton. 

Company  G — Captain,  Charles  Hunt  of  Boston  ;  first  lieutenant, 
James  C.  White  of  Milton  ;  second  lieutenant,  Frederick  Odiorne  of 
Boston. 

Company  H — Captain,  William  V.  Smith  ;  first  lieutenant,  Edward 

C.  Johnson,  both  of  Boston  ;  second  lieutenant,  Albert  R.  Howe  of 
Brooklinc. 

Company  I— Captain,  Joseph  R.  Kendall ;  first  lieutenant,  W'illiam 

D.  Hooper;  second  lieutenant,  Benjamin  F.  Kield,  Jr.,  all  of  Boston. 
Company  K — Captain,  Frank  W.  Reynolds  of  Boston  ;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Richard  H.  Weld  ;  second  lieutenant,  Fred  T.  Brown,  both 
of  West  Roxbury. 

Colonel  Lee  had  been  promoted  from  major  of  the  Fourth  Battal- 
ion, and  many  of  his  associate  officers  were  those  who  had  formerly 
served  under  him  in  various  capacities.  The  command  was  armed 
with  the  Enfield  rifle,  and  through  its  commanding  officer  was  pre- 
sented by  Miss  Josie  Gregg  of  Boston  with  an  elegant  national  flag. 
Marching  orders  were  received  on  the  2d  of  October,  but  did  not 
take  immediate  effect.  The  regiment  was  reviewed  by  Governor 
Andrew  on  the  15th  and  one  week  later  took  cars  for  Boston,  where 
with  one-half  of  the  Third  Regiment  it  went  aboard  the  transport 
Merrimac,  destined  for  North  Carolina. 

A  landing  was  made  at  Morehead  City,  near  Beaufort,  on  the 
20th,  whence  the  journey  to  Newbern  was  made  on  platform  cars 
during  a  rain  storm,  giving  the  regiment  an  unpleasant  introduc- 
tion to  active  service.  Quarters  were  secured  in  barracks  north  of 
the  city,  the  command  forming  part  of  a  brigade  composed  of  the 
Twent\*-fourth  and  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts,  Fifth  Rhode  Island 
and  Tenth  Connecticut.  The  brigade  was  commanded  by  Colonel 
Thomas  G.  Stevenson  of  the  Twenty-fourth. 

The  warfare  in  North  Carolina  at  that  time  largely  consisted  of 
expeditions  from  either  side  to  feel  the  position  of  the  enemy  and 
occupy  strategic  points,  and  on  one  of  these  the  Forty-fourth  were 
soon  engaged.  On  the  80th  of  October,  as  part  of  a  large  force 
under  General  Foster,  the  regiment  went  on  board  transports,  sail- 
ing down  the  Neusc  river  into  Pamlico  Sound  and  ascending  the 
Tar  river  to  Washington,  where  they  debarked  next  day,  and  on 
the  2d  of  November  scf  forth  on  their  march  northward.  Ncarlv 

• 

20  miles  were  covered  that  day,  and  about  dusk  the  Confederates 
were  found  in  some  force  at  Rawles  Mills  or  Little  Creek,  near 
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iamston.  They  were  in  command  of  a  ford  in  the  midst  of-  dense 
woods,  and  as  Companies  H  and  C,  detached  as  skirmishers, 
rtook  to  cross  the  creek  they  were  fired  upon,  but  made  the 
ing  and  engaged  the  foe  till  their  guns  became  useless,  when 
wore  relieved  by  Company  E,  supported  by  Company  I.  This 
force  fought  its  way  to  the  top  of  a  hill  beyond  the  creek,  and 
M'd  being  thus  secured  the  column  crossed  and  pushed  its  way 
v  along  most  of  the  night,  making  but  little  progress,  with 
skirmishing,  though  the  casualties  of  the  Forty-fourth  were 
icd  to  the  skirmishers,  being  two  killed  and  six  wounded. 
»  march  was  cont  inued  the  following  morning,  leading  by  way 
milton  toward  Tarboro,  within  a  few  miles  of  which  it  ended  on 
h,  the  column  retracing  its  steps  to  Hamilton  next  day,  and 

*  bv  easier  staires  back  to  Plymouth,  where  steamer  was  taken 
•wbern  and  camp  was  reached  cfter  an  absence  of  two  weeks. 
4assachusetts  Thanksgiving  Day  was  celebrated  very  nppro- 
ly  on  the  27th,  after  which  the  routine  of  camp  life  was  not 
l  till  the  Goldsboro  expedition,  which  left  Newborn  December 
isisting  of  four  brigades.  The  first  engagement  occurred  at 
m  on  the  14th,  but  it  was  fought  and  won  before  the  Forty- 
were  called  into  service,  they  being  merely  in  time  to  receive 

rreudcr  of  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners.  Two  days 
>n  reaching  Whitehall,  it  was  found  that  a  bridge  across  the 
lad  been  burned,  the  southern  troops  being  strongly  posted 

•  opposite  bank  to  dispute  the  crossing.  The  Forty-fourth 
jsition  behind  a  hill-crest  on  the  Federal  side  of  the  stream 
•eived  a  very  severe  fire,  and  were  soon  ordered  back  to  the 
t  of  Uelger's  Battery, having  lost  eight  killed  and  14  wounded, 
buttle  near  Goldsboro  the  following  day  the  regiment  was  on 

•I've,  and  after  this  event  the  column  turned  its  steps  toward 

n  once  more,  where  it  arrived  on  the  20th. 

>i  her  expedition  in  which  it  had  part  took  place1  till  the  1st 
nary,  lSGo,  when  the  regiment  inarched  to  Plymouth,  whence 
<1  out  several  miles  through  the  country,  gathering  a  large 
v  of  forage-  without  adventure,  reaching  Xewbern  on  the 
Companies  B  and  F  were  at  this  time  dispatched  to  Batchel- 
eek,for  picket  duty  under  Colonel  Jones  of  the  Fifty-eighth 
Ivania,  where  they  remained  till  the  1st  of  May.  The  cpiiot 
j  life  was  stirred  on  the  14th  of  March  by  an  attack  on  the 
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UniQn  outposts  on  the  east  shore  of  the  Neuse,  and  the  day  after 
the  eight  companies  of  the  Forty-fourth  present  for  duty  started  to 
reinforce  the  small  garrison  at  Washington,  a  post  of  some  import- 
ance  at  the  confluence  of  the  Tar  and  Pamlico  rivers.  On  reaching 
the  place  Colonel  Lee  took  command  of  the  forces  at  Washington, 
consisting  in  addition  to  his  own  regiment  of  eight  companies  of 
the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts,  two  companies  of  loyal  North 
Carolinians  and  one  each  of  cavalry  and  artillery. 

The  Confederates  hegan  the  siege  of  Washington  on  the  30th,  on 
which  date  Companies  A  and  G  of  the  Forty-fourth,  while  making 
a  reconnaissance  across  the  river,  nearlv  walked  into  an  ambush 
and  were  fired  upon,  leaving  three  of  Company  G  severely  wounded, 
one  fatally,  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Captain  James  M.  Rich- 
ardson was  also  badly  wounded,  and  others  slightly.  The  force 
withdrew  to  the  town,  and  the  enemy  at  once  began  the  investment, 
firing  their  first  shots  into  the  place  on  the  1st  of  April.  The 
small  force  of  defenders  and  the  few  gun-boats  in  the  river  made 
so  determined  a  resistance,  however,  that  the  besiegers  were  held 
at  bay  till  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  on  the  14th,  when  the  Con- 
federates retired. 

During  the  occupation  of  Washington  the  Forty-fourth  met  with 
a  severe  loss  in  the  death  of  their  esteemed  surgeon,  Dr.  Ware, 
from  malarial  fever.  He  was  not  only  devoted  to  the  interests  of 
the  men  under  his  professional  charge,  but  delighted  to  serve  the 
inhabitants  who  needed  his  assistance,  and  in  this  manner  is  sup- 
posed to  have  contracted  his  own  fatal  disease. 

Companies  C,  D  and  I,  under  Major  Dabney,  were  taken  on 
board  the  gun-boat  Eagle  on  the  evening  of  the  16th,  and  the  fol- 
lowing day  landed  at  Hill's  Point,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Sound, 
eight  miles  below  Washington,  where  they  occupied  and  destroyed 
the  Confederate  fortifications,  building  defenses  to  guard  against 
an  attack  from  the  land  side  and  remaining  till  the  22d,  when  the 
detachment  at  Hill's  Point  was  relieved  by  part  of  the  Forty-third 
and  that  at  Washington  by  the  rest  of  the  Forty-third  and  the 
Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts,  and  the  regiment  started  back  to 
Newbern  once  more.  After  passing  one  night  in  the  barracks  the 
command  was  sent  into  Newbern  us  provost  guard,  relieving  the 
Forty-fifth,  and  in  the  somewhat  irksome  details  of  that  duty  pass- 
ing the  time  till  the  expiration  of  its  term  of  service. 
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Forty-fourth  were  relieved  by  the  Twenty-seventh  on  the  6th 
and  goiug  by  cars  to  Morchcad  City  embarked  on  the 
rt  steamers  Guide  and  George  Peabody.  After  a  decidedly 
assagc  Boston  was  reached  early  in  the  morning  of  the  10th, 
ie  returning  regiment  paraded  under  escort,  received  a  cor- 
•oine  from  Mayor  Lincoln  and  the  city  government  of  Boston, 
;  furloughed  until  the  16th.  Re-assembling  then  at  Read- 
3  command  passed  three  days  in  camp,  when  it  was  mustered 
lie  United  States  service  and  disbanded.  Owing  to  the 
of  a  draft  riot,  however,  the  state  authorities  on  the  14th 
called  on  the  Forty-fourth,  with  other  militia  organizations. 
>orted  promptly  and  remained  on  duty  for  a  week. 
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THE  Forty-fifth,  from  the  fact  that  its  field  and  many  of  its 
line  officers  had  been  prominently  identified  with  the  First 
Companv  of  Cadets,  was  known  as  the  "Cadet  Regiment." 
It  was  one  of  those  recruited  for  nine  months'  service  at  Camp 
Meigs,  Iteadville.  Eight  of  the  companies  were  mustered  on  the 
20th  of  September,  1802,  and  the  others  on  the  7th  of  October; 
though  additions  were  made  later  to  bring  the  command  up  to  the 
maximum.  The  field  and  staff  were  commissioned  October  8,  and 
mustered  the  28th.  Though  the  officers  were  largely  from  Host  on 
and  the  immediate  vicinity,  over  200  cities  and  towns  of  the 
state  were  represented  in  the  ranks  of  the  regiment.  The  original 
roster  of  officers  follows: — 

Colonel.  Charles  R.  Codman;  lieutenant  colonel,  Oliver  W.  Peabody; 
major,  Russell  Sturgis,  Jr.;  surgeon,  Samuel  Kneeland;  assistant  sur- 
geon, .Joshua  B.  Tread  well;  chaplain,  Andrew  L.  Stone,  all  of  Bos- 
ton ;  adjutant,  Gershom  C.  Wiusor  of  Brooklinc ;  quartermaster. 
Francis  A.  Dewson  of  Newton;  sergeant  major,  Henry  G.  AVheelock 
of  Walpolo,  N.  H.;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Arthur  Reed;  commis- 
sary sergeant,  Charles  F.  Richardson;  hospital  steward,  Edward  Wig- 
glosworth,  Jr.,  all  of  Boston. 

Company  A— Captain,  George  P.  Denny;  first  lieutenant,  George 
E.  Pond,  both  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Edward  B.  Richardson 
of  Brookliue. 

Company  B — Captain,  Joseph  M.  Churchill  of  Milton;  first  lien- 
tenant.  William  S.  Bond  of  West  Roxbury;  second  lieutenant,  Abijah 
Itollis  of  Milton. 

Company  C — Captain.  Edward  J.  Minot  of  Boston;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Harrison  Gardner  of  Newton;  second  lieutenant,  Lewis  R.  Whi;- 
uker  of  Franklin. 

Company  I> — Captain,  Nathaniel  Willis  Bumstead;  first  lieutenant. 
Samuel  Thaxter;  second  lieutenant,  Cyrus  A.  Sears,  all  of  Boston. 

Company  E — Captain,  Thomas  H.  Wales.  Jr.;  first  lieutenant. 
Alphc-us  II.  Hardy;  second  lieutenant,  J.  Frank  Emmons,  all  of 
Bo<r«»n. 
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ny  F— Captain,  Edward  F.  Deland;  first  lieutenant,  Samuel 
both  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Theodore  C.  Himl  of 

bam. 

ny  G— Captain,  Joseph  Murdock  of  Roxbury;  first  lieuten- 
)  lore  A.  Thayer  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Benjamin  H. 
)t  West  Roxbury. 

•iy  II— Captain,  Lewis  W.  Tap  pan,  Jr.,  of  West  Roxbury; 
riant,  Alfred  Winsor,  Jr.,  of  Brookliuo;  second  lieutenant, 
Post  of  New  York. 

iy  I— Captain,  Charles  0.  Rich;  first  lieutenant,  John  D. 
1;  second  lieutenant,  Edward  R.  Bladgen,  all  of  Boston, 
iv  K — Captain,  Ceorgo  H.  Homans;  first  lieutenant,  Charles 
\  both  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  John  H.  Robinson  of 

i incut  was  ordered  on  the  -4th  of  October  to  prepare  for 
to  North  Carolina,  and  on  the  5th  of  November  embarked 
insport  steamer  Mississippi.  Some  days  of  waiting  fol- 
loston  harbor,  made  more  tedious  by  the  prevalence  of  a 
in,  but  the  Mississippi, .in  company  with  two  other  steam- 
er the  Forty-third  and  Forty-sixth  Regiments,  finally 
Tfho  protection  of  a  gun-boat  and  reached  Beaufort  on 
The  regiment  was  at  once  transported  by  rail  to  Ncw- 
ssignod  to  Colonel  Amory's  Brigade,  consisting  of  the 
!i  and  Twenty-third  Regiments,  to  which  the  Forty-third 
rst  were  added  on  their  arrival — a  line  brigade  of  Mas- 
.  nluntcers.  Camp  was  established  on  the  bank  of  the 
two  miles  from  Newborn,  where  the  command  remained 
ident  until  the  12th  of  December.  On  that  date  the 
:iiics  in  camp  (C  having  been  detached  for  special  duty 
I  City  and  O  to  Fort  Macon)  set  forth  upon  the  Golds- 
t  ion.  Two  days  later,  in  the  battle  of  Kinston,  the  rcgi- 
n gaged,  winning  much  praise  for  its  gallantry  and  efii- 
ing  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy,  it  advanced  steadily 
ground,  through  a  swampy  forest  under  a  severe  cross 
the  Confederates  from  their  position,  suffering  a  loss 
ami  43  wounded.  On  the  10th,  at  Whitehall,  the  Forty- 
ore  nil  honorable  part,  fighting  the  Confederates  across 
:  bridge  having  been  burned,  and  lowing  four  killed  and 
,  among  the  former  being  Color  Sergeant  Theodore 
J  Boston.  In  the  action  at  Ooldsboro  on  the  following 
:nent  was  not  actively  engaged,  and  after  the  burning 
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of  the  railroad  bridge  across  the  Neuse  at  that  point  by  the  Union 
troops  the  return  march  was  begun,  the  command  reoccupyini: 
their  former  camps  near  Newbern  on  the  21st. 

Some  two  weeks  later  Company  I  relieved  Company  C  on  duty  at 
Morehead  Citv  and  later  went  to  Fort  Macon.  On  the  17th  of  Jan- 
uary,  18<>3,  the  regiment,  with  two  other  nine-months,  organiza- 
tions, took  part  in  a  reconnaissance  as  far  as  Trenton,  returning  to 
camp  after  an  absence  of  five  days  without  having  encountered  the 
enemy,  but  having  suffered  much  from  heavy  storms  and  conse 
quent  difficulty  of  marching.  On  the  26th  it  was  detailed  for  pro- 
vost guard  at  Newbern,  were  it  remained  till  the  25th  of  April, 
when  it  returned  to  the  brigade  and  went  into  camp  on  the  Neuse 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Trent. 

Two  days  later  Amory's  Brigade  took  part  in  an  expedition, 
marching  on  the  27th  to  Core  Creek,  15  miles  from  Newbern  on  the 
Atlantic  and  North  Carolina  Railroad.  Next  morning  Colonel  Cod- 
man,  acting  under  orders,  sent  Companies  C  and  H  under  Major 
Sturgis  up  the  railroad,  while  Company  D  was  sent  out  on  a  cross 
road  to  communicate  with  another  column  under  General  Palmer. 
About  noon  Colonel  Codman  with  the  balance  of  his  reiriinent  and 
the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  followed  up  the  railroad,  and  after 
joining  the  force  under  Major  Sturgis  pushed  along  toward  the  junc- 
tion of  the  railroad  and  the  Dover  road,  driving  the  enemy's  pickets 
from  point  to  point  and  finally  encountering  a  considerable  body 
near  the  junction  behind  an  earthwork.  After  a  sharp  skirmish 
fire  the  regiment,  supported  by  the  Seventeenth,  charged  the  works, 
driving  out  the  enemy  and  planting  the  flag  of  the  Forty-fifth  in 
triumph  on  the  intrenchments.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  one 
killed  and  four  wounded. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  being  accomplished  the  column  re- 
turned to  camp,  and  the  Forty-fifth  took  no  further  part  in  active  cam- 
paigning. They  remained  encamped  near  Fort  Spinola  till  June  24. 
when  they  proceeded  to  Morehead  City,  and  embarking  on  the  steam- 
ers Spalding  and  Tillie  sailed  by  way  of  Fortress  Monroe  for  Boston. 
That  city  was  reached  on  the  30th,  the  regiment  being  formally 
welcomed  and  proceeding  to  camp  at  Rcadville,  where  it  was  mus- 
tered out  of  the  United  States  service  on  the  8th  of  July. 
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''orty-sixth  Regiment  was  composed  of  Hampden  County 
i  and  was  recruited  largely  through  the  efforts  of  Rev. 
rirc  Bowler  of  Westfield,  who  was  made  its  first  colonel. 

Banks  at  Springfield  was  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and 
iffercnt  companies  gathered  during  September  and  Octo- 
11  p  being  commanded  by  Colonel  Walker  of  Springfield, 
n  panics  filled  they  were  mustered — Company  I  on  the 
>tcmber,  A,  C,  D  and  F  on  the  following  day,  four  more 

uf  October  and  K  on  the  22d,  completing  the  regiment, 
id  staff  were  mustered  on  the  30th,  the  following  being 

roster  of  officers: — 

oor£o  Bowler  of  Westfield;  lieutenant  colonel,  William  S. 

Springfield;  major,  Lucius  B.  Walkley;  surgeon,  James 
n,  both  of  Westfield;  assistant  surgeon,  Thomas  Gilfillan 
rton;  chaplain,  George  W.  Gorham  of  Holyoke;  adjutant, 
lilh  of  Chicopee;  quartermaster,  llenry  M.  Morehouse  of 

sergeant  major,  Joseph  F.  Field  of  Westfield  ;  quarter- 
tint,  George  B.  Pieree  of  Holyoke;  commissary  sergeant, 
wtou  of  Monson;  hospital  steward,  John  11.  Greeuleaf  of 

\.  Springfield — Captain,  Samuel  B.  Spooner;  first  lieu- 

-  A.  TitTt;  second  lieutenant,  Daniel  J.  Marsh. 

1 — Captain,  Daniel  K.  Kingsbury;  first  lieutenant,  llenry 

•ii<l  lieutenant,  Amos  O.  Kenney,  all  of  Holyoke. 

' — Captain,  Andrew  Campbell  M;  first  lieutenant,  Joseph 

<>n<\  lieutenant,  Joseph  T.  Spear,  all  of  Westfield. 

)— Captain,  David  K.  Grimes;  lirst  lieutenant,  George  II. 

k]  lieutenant,  David  Bronson,  all  of  Chieopee. 

1  — ( 'aptain,  James  M.  Justin  of  Granville;  first  licuten- 

'J.  Ely  of  West  Springfield;  second  lieutenant,  Lathrop 

,virk. 

" — Captain,  Russell  II.  Con  well  of  Worthinjrt-on  ;  first 
>raee  Heath  of  Uussell;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  Fay 


Digitized  by  Google 


<V38  MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 

Company  (J — Captain,  Francis  I).  Lincoln  of  Brimfield:  first  lieu- 
tenant, George  H.  Howe  of  Monson ;  second  lieutenant,  Julius  M. 
Lynn  of  W  ales. 

Company  II — Captain.  Francis  C.  Cook  of  Palmer;  first  lieutenant. 
William  Shaw  of  Belchertown:  second  lieutenant,  George  S.  Pixnn  of 
Monson. 

Company  I — Captain,  William  G.  Leonard  of  Wilbraham:  first  lieu- 
tenant, Reuben  DeWitt  of  Agawam;  second  lieutenant,  X.  Saxton 
Coolev  <»f  Longmeadow. 

Company  K — Captain,  .John  Avery  of  Westfield;  first  lieutenant. 
Elisha  C.  Tower  of  Worthington;  second  lieutenant,  George  M.  Stew- 
art of  Wales. 

» 

The  regiment  being  filled  to  its  maximum  left  camp  on  the  ">tl» 
of  Xovember  for  Boston  where  it  embarked  for  Newborn.  X.  C.  At 
first  the  command  was  divided  between  the  steamers  Merrimae  and 
Mississippi,  carrying  the  Forty-third  and  Forty-fifth  Regiments  re- 
spectively, five  companies  going  aboard  each  transport ;  but  this 
disposition  crowded  both  steamers  uncomfortably,  and  before  sailini: 
the  steamer  Saxon  took  on  board  seven  of  the  companies,  one  beiim 
left  on  the  Merrimae  and  two  on  the  Mississippi.  In  this  man- 
ner the  trip  to  North  Carolina  was  made,  Newborn  being  reached 
on  the  15th,  when  the  regiment  was  assigned  to  Colonel  Horace  C. 
Lee's  Brigade,  consisting  of  the  Third, Fifth,  Twenty-fifth,  Twenty- 
seventh  and  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  Regiments.  The  regi- 
mental camp  was  established  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Neuse.  near 
the  town.  Soon  after  Companies  A  and  K,  under  command  <>t" 
Captain  Spooner,  were  detailed  for  duty  at  Newport  Barracks,  a 
station  on  the  railroad  between  Newbejn  and  Beaufort. 

The  first  active  service  of  the  command  was  in  connection  with 
the  Goldsboro  expedition.  Starting  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  ei' 
December,  the  regiment  held  its  place  in  the  brigade  column  till  (.' 
o'clock  of  the  liJth,  when  it  was  detached  with  one  section  of  th< 
Twenty-fourth  New  York  Battery,  to  guard  the  direct  road  to  Kins 
ton  and  some  connecting  roads,  while  the  main  column  made  a  de- 
tour to  the  left.  This  position  was  held  during  the  day,  and  at 
dusk  an  order  was  received  to  advance  four  miles  toward  Kiuston. 
which  was  promptly  executed,  other  cross  roads  being  guarded  at 
that  point.  Rejoining  the  main  column  next  morning,  the  regiment 
during  the  battle  of  Kinston  supported  a  battery,  but  was  n«t 
actively  engaged.  In  the  fight  at  Whitehall  on  the  16th  it  was  at 
first  directed  to  engage  the  enemy  across  the  creek,  but  after  oO  men 
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tailed  as  sharj shooters  the  regiment  resumed  its  place  in 
mn  marching  toward  Goldsboro.  The  Wilmington  Railroad 
>int  of  its  crossing  the  Neuse  being  reached  next  day,  the 
f  fioldsboro  opened,  the  Forty -sixth  supporting  Bulger's 
without  casualty.  The  bridge  being  burned  and  the  track 
(J,  the  Union  troops  began  to  retire;   but  as  the  enemy 

<  <1  the  rear  guard  the  Forty-sixth  retraced  their  steps  and 
ition  near  the  Third  Massachusetts,  where  they  remained 
tillery  fire  till  the  demonstration  ceased,  losing  one  killed 
c  wounded.  One  of  the  sharp-shooters  at  Whitehall  was 
rided. 

ch  of  three  days  took  the  regiment  back  to  its  former  camp 
horn.  During  the  expedition  it  had  been  commanded  by 
it  Colonel  Shurtleff.  Colonel  Bowler,  though  too  ill  to 
ommand,  accompanied  the  regiment  to  Kinston,  when  he 
ed  to  return  to  camp,  and  on  the  ^3d  of  January  he  re- 

<  commission,  Lieutenant  Colonel  ShurtlefT.  Major  Walklev 
dn  Spooner  being  promoted  in  regular  order.    At  this  time 

A  returned  from  its  detached  duty,  being  relieved  by 
F,  and  the  camp  of  the  regiment  was  changed  to  a  point 
•ontluence  of  the  Neuse  and  Trent  rivers.  There  was  the 
!1  and  much  fatigue  work  on  the  fortifications,  but  the 
was  not  again  engaged  in  active  campaigning  till  March, 
Confederates  began  to  threaten  Newborn, 
irht  of  the  13th  of  that  month,  the  Forty-sixth,  with  the 
Twenty-fifth  and  Bclger's  Battery,  were  sent  out  on  the 
1  under  Colonel  Lee  to  hold  in  check  a  column  of  the 
i eh  had  captured  an  outpost  at  Deep  Gully,  eight  miles 
born.  Next  morning,  after  the  skirmishers  of  the  two 
3  engaged,  the  Forty -sixth  and  Fifth  were  ordered  back 
:i,  another  rebel  column  having  appeared  and  opened  an 
r  the  city  on  the  north  hank  of  the  Neuse.  Reaching 
"  noon,  the  regiment  remained  under  arms  till  near  night, 
is  again  sent  out  to  Deep  Gully,  but  found  the  foe  re- 
after  following  him  for  some  distance  returned  to  camp, 
after  leaving  it. 

Companies  A  and  1  under  Major  Spooner,  the  remaining 
lies  of  the  Forty-sixth,  with  the  Twenty -fifth  and  Lee's 
re  sent  to  Plymouth,  on  the  Roanoke  river, — an  import- 


Digitized  by  Google 


640 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 


ant  post  threatened  by  the  enemy  and  defended  only  by  four  com- 
panies of  infantry,  a  few  cavalry  and  some  gun-boats  in  the  river. 
On  reaching  the  place  Colonel  Pickett  of  the  Twenty-fifth  took 
command  and  at  once  set  his  entire  force  to  strengthening  the  de- 
fenses, which  they  were  allowed  to  do  unmolested,  the  enemy  meet- 
ing with  no  success  in  their  siege  operations  at  Little  Washington, 
where  their  most  earnest  effort  was  put  forth,  and  so  finally  aban- 
doning hostile  demonstrations  in  that  section.  The  region  being  dis- 
tricted, and  General  Wessells  with  his  brigade  taking  charge  of  the 
"District  of  the  Roanoke,"  including  Plymouth,  the  Forty -sixth  re- 
turned to  Newbern  May  8,  going  into  barracks  near  the  town. 

On  the  21st  the  regiment  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade  took  part 
in  an  expedition  against  a  detachment  of  the  enemy  known  to  be 
posted  at  Gum  Swamp,  eight  miles  from  Kinston.  Before  reaching 
the  swamp  the  force  divided,  two  regiments  by  a  circuitous  route 
seeking  the  rear  of  the  Confederate  position,  while  the  Forty-sixth, 
Fifth,  and  Twenty-fifth  approached  from  the  front,  moving  up  about 
midnight  and  driving  in  the  outposts,  the  Forty-sixth  supporting  a 
battery  in  the  center  of  the  Union  line  of  battle.  After  some  skir- 
mishing on  the  morning  of  the  22d  the  fire  of  the  two  regiments 
in  the  rear  was  heard,  when  a  simultaneous  charge  was  made,  driv- 
ing out  the  Confederates  in  confusion.  The  column  then  started 
on  its  return,  being  harassed  somewhat  by  the  enemy  but  reaching 
Newbern  the  following  day  without  serious  encounter. 

The  two  companies — A  and  I — left  behind  when  the  regiment 
went  to  Plymouth  had  taken  an  honorable  part  in  the  defense  of 
Newbern  at  that  time,  and  early  in  May  were  sent  to  Batchelder's 
Creek  to  serve  ou  outpost  duty  under  Colonel  Jones  of  the  Fifty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania.  This  place  was  attacked  on  the  23d  of  May. 
Colonel  Jones  was  killed  and  most  of  his  command  thrown  into 
confusion;  but  Captain  Tifft  with  his  own  company  and  part  of 
Company  I  held  an  advanced  redoubt  long  after  the  rest  of  the 
Union  soldiers  had  fallen  back  some  two  miles,  until  finally  dis- 
covered by  a  reconnoitering  party  and  relieved.  Sergeant  A.  S. 
Bryant  of  Company  A  was  made  sergeant  major  and  received  a 
medal  from  Congress  for  bravery  on  this  occasion.  Six  days  later 
a  scouting  party  of  nine  sent  out  from  these  two  companies  was 
captured  by  guerrillas,  but  the  men  were  fortunately  soon  paroled. 

As  the  term  of  service  of  the  Forty-sixth  neared  its  close  over 
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f  the  members  enlisted  in  the  Second  Heavy  Artillery  Regi- 
then  being  formed  largely  from  among  the  nine-months'  regi- 
.  During  the  night  of  the  23d  of  June  orders  were  received 
c  regiment  to  embark  at  short  notice  for  Fortress  Monroe, 
it  did  the  following  night ;  but  owing  to  storms  and  delays 
t  reach  its  destination  till  the  28th.  Jt  then  prepared  for  a 
iirn  under  General  Dix,  but  it  being  found  that  that  officer  did 
sh  fur  troops  whose  term  had  so  nearly  expired,  General 
.  who  arrived  next  day  suggested  that  the  regiment  volunteer 
vice  during  Lee's  invasion  of  the  North.  This  was  agreed  to, 
j  Forty-sixth,  with  the  Eighth  and  Fifty-first  were  ordered  by 
1  HaJleck  to  report  to  General  Schenek  at  Baltimore, 
hing  that  city  on  the  1st  of  .July,  the  regiment  was  assigned 
irigade  of  General  E.  B.  Tyler,  commanding  the  defenses  of 
)ic,  and  was  stationed  at  Camp  Bradford,  near  the  outskirts 
ity,  where  it  remained  doing  provost  and  guard  duty  till  the 
ii  it  was  attached  to  a  brigade  commanded  by  General  H.  S. 
and  took  the  cars  to  Monocacy  Junction,  near  Frederick, 
ig  to  the  city  and  reporting  to  General  French,  it  was  ordered 
its  brigade  and  continued  on  to  Sandy  Hook,  opposite  Har- 
rry.  During  the  night  of  the  7th  it  took  position  on  Mary- 
rhts,  where  it  remained,  picketing  the  Sharpsburg  road,  till 
,  when  General  Briggs  was  ordered  to  join  the  First  Corps, 
the  Potomac.  The  25  miles  were  marched  in  16  hours, 
ithout  a  halt  for  rest,  the  brigade  taking  its  assigned  posi- 
ie  right  of  the  Union  lines  beyond  Funkstown.  There  it 
I  for  24  hours,  momentarily  expecting  to  take  part  in  a 
tie;  but  that  expectation  vanished  when  it  became  known 
orning  of  the  14th  that  Lee's  army  was  again  in  Virginia, 
r  southward  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  regiment 
>crlin  on  the  10th  and  rested  till  the  18th,  when  the  First 
run  crossing  the  ponton  bridge  into  Virginia.  The  Forty- 
he  column  were  but  a  few  rods  from  the  river  when  orders 
ived  to  proceed  immediately  to  Massachusetts  to  be  mus- 
of  service.  Obeying  at  once,  the  regiment  went  by  rail 
lore  and  New  York  to  Springfield,  where  it  arrived  on  the 
>f  .July  21.  The  men  were  furloughed  for  a  week,  when  the 
reassembled  on  Hampden  Park  and  was  mustered  out  of 
i  by  Captain  Gardner  of  the  United  States  Army. 
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THE  Forty-Seventh  Regiment,  familiarly  known  as  the  "  Mer- 
chants' Guard  Regiment,"  was  recruited  through  the  efforts 
of  Lucius  B.  Marsh,  a  prominent  Boston  merchant,  gathering 
at  Camp  Edwin  M.  Stanton  in  Boxford,  where  the  various  companies 
were  tilled  and  mustered — A  and  B  on  the  10th  of  September,  18*32, 
three  more  by  the  23d;  while  the  other  five  followed  at  various  dates 
during  October,  from  the  9th  to  the  31st.  The  field  and  staff  were 
mustered  on  the  7th  of  November  and  on  the  11th  the  regiment 
was  transferred  to  Camp  Meigs  at  Rcadville.  From  each  camp 
numerous  desertions  occurred, — the  regiment  in  that  respect  'being 
quite  unfortunate.  On  the  29th  of  November  orders  were  received 
to  report  to  New  York,  where  the  Banks  expedition  was  gathering, 
which  it  did  with  the  following  roster  of  officers: — 

Colonel.  Lucius  B.  Marsh  of  Boston;  lieutenant  colonel.  Allien 
Stickney  of  Cambridge;  major,  Austin  S.  Cushman  of  New  Bedford: 
surgeon,  John  Blackmer  of  Somcrville;  assistant  surgeon,  Frederic  \Y. 
Mercer:  chaplain,  George  P.  Hepworth,  both  of  Boston;  adjutant. 
Eli  C.  Kinsley  of  Cambridge;  quartermaster,  George  X.  Nichols  of 
Koxbury;  sergeant  major,  (ieorge  P.  How  of  Concord;  quartermaster 
sergeant.  Joseph  II.  Wellman  of  Boston;  commissary  sergeant.  Henry 
L.  Wheeler  of  Concord;  hospital  steward.  Charles  Lee  Foster  of  North 
Andover;  principal  musician,  William  M.  Wright  of  Pepperell. 

Company  A,  Cambridge — Captain.  Alpheus  Hyatt;  first  lieutenant. 
Charles  B.  Stevens;  second  lieutenant,  Stephen  S.  Harris. 

Company  B,  Cambridge — Captain,  John  W.  McGregor;  tirst  lieuteu- 
tenant,  J  a  red  Shepard;  second  lieutenant,  Edward  B.  P.  Kinsley. 

Company  C.  Attleboro — Captain.  Ixmiuel  T.  Starkey,  first  lieuten- 
ant, Frank  S.  Draper:  second  lieutenant.  Everett  S.  Horton. 

Company  I),  Xew  Bedford — Captain.  Joseph  Burt,  Jr.;  first  lieuten- 
ant, William  H.  Topham:  second  lieutenant,  Samuel  J.  Bhiin. 

Company  E.  Charlestown — Captain.  Charles  Callender;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Charles  G.  Pease;  second  lieutenant,  Benjamin  F.  Hatch. 
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ijiaiiv  F,  Boston — Captain,  John  P.  Burbeck;  first  lieutenant, 

.»  L  Shaw;  second  lieutenant,  John  J.  Currier. 

ipany  G.  Concord — Captain,  Richard  Barrett:  first  lieutenant, 

lirey  H.  Buttrick;  second  lieutenant,  George  P.  Hale. 

:|wny  H— Captain,  Samuel  O.  Laforcst  of  South  Boston;  first 

ant,  Granville  G.  Redding;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  B.  Spen- 

th  of  Hoxburv. 

pany  I— Captain,  Edward  L.  Bird  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant. 
II.  *  Townsend ;  second  lieutenant,  William  B.  Rand,  both  of 

MStOI). 

nany  K—  Captain,  Josiah  A.  Osgood  of  Chelsea;  first  lieutenant, 
t  Munroe  of  Roxbury;  second  lieutenant,  James  W.  Converse 
r  Hoxbury. 

regiment  went  into  camp  on  Long  Island  and  waited  there 
iree  weeks  for  transportation,  when  with  other  troops  to  the 
of  2,000  it  went  aboard  the  steamer  Mississippi  on  the  21st 
•mhcr  and  the  following  day  sailed  for  New  Orleans,  touch- 
■Jhip  Island,  and  reaching  its  destination  on  the  evening  of 
t.  Reporting  to  General  Banks  on  the  1st  of  January, 
e  regiment  was  ordered  to  Carrollton,  where  it  reported  to 
T.  W.  Sherman,  debarking  next  day  and  going  into  Camp 
of  which  Colonel  Marsh  took  command.  On  the  11th  of 
,  1863,  the  Forty-seventh  were  ordered  to  United  States 
s,  in  the  lower  part  of  New  Orleans,  and  marched  to  that 
oeeeding  the  following  day  to  the  Louisiana  Lower  Cotton 
iree  or  four  miles  further,  but  returning  on  the  14th  to 
icks  and  relieving  the  Thirtieth  Massachusetts  Regiment, 
Marsh  taking  command  of  the  post.  Four  companies 
tiled  for  special  service,  and  Company  B  as  guard  for  com- 
uid  ordnance  stores,  on  which  duty  it  continued  till  the 
iervioe  expired. 

u  v  K  was  detailed  for  provost  duty  at  Thibodeaux  on  the 
brnary,  and  the  remaining  companies  were  ordered  to  the 
'ivss.  The  regiment  being  thus  scattered,  Lieutenant 
tickney  was  given  an  active  command,  serving  at  Brush- 
Thilmdeaux,  Lafourche  Crossing  and  other  points  with 
ile  the  legal  ability  of  Major  Cushman  was  given  scope 
•  juestration  Committee.  The  detached  companies,  with 
ion  of  B,  were  called  in  on  the  12th  of  March,  and  the 
>vas  ordered  to  the  Metaire  Race-course,  an  especially  un- 
iice,  being  surrounded  by  stagnant  po»>ls  and  marshes. 
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Colonel  Marsh  took  command  of  the  post,  the  force  comprising 
several  batteries  of  artillery,  and  much  attention  was  given  to  im- 
proving the  regiment  in  drill  and  discipline.  Companies  D  and  H 
went  across  Lake  Ponchartrain  twice,  capturing  a  steamer,  a 
schooner  and  other  property,  including  a  quantity  of  cotton. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  Colonel  Marsh  with  his  command  was 
ordered  to  Camp  Parapet,  where  he  relieved  General  Dorr  and  took 
command  of  the  post,  consisting  of  numerous  detachments  of  artil- 
lery and  other  troops,  the  line  of  defenses  being  some  30  miles  in 
length.  Soon  after  taking  command  Colonel  Marsh  recruited  a 
company  of  negroes  for  service  in  the  swamps,  to  which  additions 
were  made  till  the  Second  Louisiana  Engineer  Regiment  was 
nearly  filled,  and  its  officers  came  largely  from  the  membership  of 
the  Forty -seventh,  the  contraband  camp  furnishing  most  of  the 
enlisted  men. 

Camp  Parapet  was  occupied  by  the  regiment  during  the  siege  of 
Port  Hudson,  after  which,  the  term  of  enlistment  having  expired, 
the  command  received  orders  to  return  home,  sailing  on  the  5th  of 
August  from  Carrollton  in  the  steamer  Continental.  Cairo,  111., 
was  reached  on  the  13th,  and  thence  the  journey  to  Boston  was 
made  by  rail,  the  regiment  reaching  the  latter  city  on  the  morning 
of  the  18th  and  receiving  an  enthusiastic  reception.  The  experience 
of  this  regiment  was  peculiar.  It  was  not  in  action  during  its  ser- 
vice; its  single  fatal  casualty  was  the  killing  of  one  man  by  guerril- 
las, while  but  24,  including  the  hospital  steward,  had  died  from  dis- 
ease. The  men  being  furloughed  till  the  1st  of  September  gathered 
then  at  Readvillc  and  were  mustered  out  of  the  service  by  Captain 
Brown,  U*.  S.  A. 
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]  Forty-eighth  Regiment  was  intended  for  an  Essex  county 
lie-months'  organization,  and  eight  companies  had  been 
thered  at  Camp  Landers  in  Wenham,  when  the  necessity 
ng  forward  the  troops  intended  for  the  u  Banks  Expedi- 
te a  modification  of  the  original  plan.  Two  of  the  com- 
re  detached  and  assigned  to  the  Fourth  Regiment  to  bring 
•cquired  standard,  while  the  six  companies  remaining  were 
•d  to  Camp  Meigs  at  Readville.  There  they  were  joined 
ish  companies  from  Camp  Joe  Hooker  at  Lakeville,  which 
recruited  by  James  O'Brien  with  the  intention'of  forming 
t  of  that  nationality,  and  after  considerable  difficulty,  dur- 
many  of  the  O'Brien  recruits  deserted,  the  regiment  was 
and  officered,  Mr.  O'Brien  being  made  lieutenant  colonel. 
A.  was  mustered  the  16th  of  September,  1862,  and  six  other 
by  the  1st  of  October,  but  it  was  not  till  the  9th  of  Decem- 
Dinpany  K,  barely  filled  to  the  minimum,  was  ready  for  the 
officer,  and  additions  were  made  at  later  dates.  The  field 
ere  mustered  December  8,  and  the  roster  was  as  follows : — 

Eben  F.  Stone  of  Xcwburyport;  lieutenant  colonel,  James 
Oharlestown;  major,  George  Wheatland  of  Salem;  surgeon, 
ilurd  of  Amesburv;  assistant  surgeon,  Francis  F.  Brown 
;  chaplain,  Samuel  J.  Spaulding  of  Newburyport ;  adju- 
Ibert  Ogden  of  Boston;  quartermaster,  Horace  W.  Durgin 
ergeant  major,  John  W.  Ricker  of  Xcwburyport;  quarter- 
cant,  John  G.  Robinson  of  Salem;  commissary  sergeant, 
urrier  of  Xcwburyport;  hospital  steward,  Elisha  M.  White 
)wn. 

A,  Xewburyport — Captain,  Calvin  M.  Woodward;  first 
fni  F.  Lawrv;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  P.  Morrison. 

13 — Captain,  Eben  P.  Stanwood  of  West  Newbury;  first 
Henry  G.  Rollins  of  Groveland;  second  lieutenant,  Moses 
t  West  Newbury. 
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Company  C — Captain,  William  S.  Pcttingill  of  East  Salisbury;  first 
lieutenant,  John  0.  Currier  of  Amesbury  Mills?;  second  lieutenant, 
Samuel  Coflin  of  East  Salisbury. 

Company  D — Captain,  Benjamin  F.  Noyes  of  Newbury;  first  lieu- 
tenant, William  Lord  4th,  of  Ipswich  ;  second  lieutenant,  James 
Wrilson  of  Topsfield. 

Company  E — Captain,  Charles  Howes  of  Essex:  first  lieutenant. 
Charles  Saunders;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  J.  Lee,  both  of  Salem. 

Company  F — Captain,  Edgar  J.  Sherman  of  Lawrence;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Francis  M.  Smith  of  Lynn;  second  lieutenant,  Nicholas  N. 
Noves  of  Arnesburv. 

Company  0 — Captain,  Robinson  N.  Schoff  of  East  Salisbury:  first 
lieutenant,  William  E.  Kudderham  of  Quincy;  second  lieutenant,  John 
S.  O'Brien  of  Boston. 

Company  H — Captain,  James  C.  Rogers  of  Chelsea;  first  lieutenant, 
Peter  0.  C.  Frawley  of  Lowell;  second  lieutenant,  James  Maginnis  of 
Belmont. 

Company  I,  — Captain,  Frank  M.  Smith  of  Lynn;  first  lieutenant, 
John  lieade  of  Milford;  second  lieutenant,  William  J.  Hartnett  of 
Dedham. 

Company  K — Captain,  J.  Scott  Todd  of  Rowley:  first  lieutenant. 
Leach  Clark;  second  lieutenant,  Henry  J.  Bellen,  both  of  Boston. 

The  regiment  went  to  New  York  on  the  27th  of  December,  and 
on  the  29th  went  aboard  the  steamer  Constellation  under  orders  to 
join  General  Banks's  forces  in  Louisiana.  Sailing  on  the  4th  of 
January,  1803,  for  Fortress  Monroe,  the  vessel  was  detained  there 
for  seven  days,  when  it  resumed  the  voyage  and  reached  New  ( )rleans 
February  1.  The  regiment  was  transferred  to  the  steamer  Now 
Brunswick  on  the  3d  and  sailed  for  Baton  Rouge,  where  it  was 
quartered  at  Camp  Banks,  being  brigaded  with  the  Twcntv-tirst 
Maine  and  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  New  York.  The  brigade 
— to  which  the  Forty-ninth  Massachusetts  Regiment  was  presently 
added — was  the  First  of  the  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps.  Gen- 
eral Augur  commanded  the  division  and  Colonel  E.  P.  Chapin  oi 
the  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  the  brigade. 

The  first  service  of  the  regiment,  apart  from  routine  duties,  came 
on  the  13th  of  March,  when  long  before  daybreak  it  started  out 
with  a  colored  regiment  and  some  cavalry  on  a  reconnaissance. 
Going  by  transports  to  Springfield  Landing,  the  force  debarked 
under  cover  of  the  guns  of  Farragut's  fleet,  floundered  for  half  a 
mile  through  the  tidewater  which  covered  the  road  from  the  landing 
to  the  bluff,  some  of  the  way  up  to  the  men's  waists,  then  formed 
the  line  of  march  and  penetrated  as  far  as  the  junction  of  the 
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field  and  Bayou  Sara  roads,  the  cavalry  driving  in  the  enemy's 

but  finding  no  call  for  the  services  of  the  infantry.  Having 
i*d  to  within  five  miles  of  the  Confederate  lines»about  Port 
1,  the  column  returned  to  Baton  Rouge.    At  Monteeino  Bayou 

return  the  expedition  met  the  head  of  (i rovers  Division, 
i as  en  route  for  a  demonstration  against  the  land  defenses 

Hudson,  and  on  the  following  day  the  Forty-eighth  took  its 
1  the  rear  of  the  column,  as  guard  to  the  baggage  train, 
he  diversion  (Jeneral  Hanks  returned  to  Monteeino  Bayou, 
lis  army  encamped  for  a  few  days,  and  on  the  -Oth  the 
irlith  returned  to  their  camp  at  Baton  Rouge.    At  this  time 

the  troops  were  withdrawn  from  Baton  Rouge  to  New 
,  whence  they  were  to  operate  in  other  portions  of  Louisiana, 
only  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  of  Augur's  Division  at 
ler  place,  so  that  the  Union  lines  were  contracted  arid  the 

the  regiment  was  moved  into  the  town, 
tosition  was  occupied  till  the  18th  of  May  without  any  im- 
I'vent,  when  the  regiment  reported  to  Colonel  Dudley,  eom- 
;  the  Third  Brigade,  and  was  attached  to  his  command  for 
nee  toward  Port  Hudson.    That  movement  began  on  the 

brigade  leading  the  column,  and  when  near  Plains  Store 

battery  checked  the  advance.  This  was  soon  driven  back, 
long  afterward  a  section  of  Arnold's  Battery  was  planted 
lirect  road  from  the  Store  to  Port  Hudson  and  the  Forty- 
ere  detailed  to  support  it,  the  line  extending  across  the 

the  regiment  being  directed  to  bivouac  there  for  the  night, 
rstanding  being  that  the  Hanks  were  adequately  protected 

troops.    Fire  was  presently  opened  by  a  battery  of  the 

front,  and  while  the  regiment  was  lying  low  to  avoid  the 
i  column  of  infantry  passed  the  Hank  of  the  prostrate  line 
vd  its  rear,  being  only  discovered  when  with  a  yell  it 
heavy  musket  fire  at  short  range.  The  Forty-eighth  were 
Ay  thrown  into  some  confusion,  and  fell  back  to  the  Store, 
}  regiments  of  the  First  Brigade  advanced  against  the 
,  who  retired  without  further  conflict  to  the  Port  Hudson 

>ns.  The  total  loss  of  the  regiment  was  :>(),  of  whom 
killed,  seven  wounded  and  the  rest  taken  prisoners. 

25th  Augur's  Division  moved  up  the  Bayou  Sara  road 

its  place  for  the  investment  of  Port  Hudson.    A  general 


Digitized  by  Google 


MASSACHUSETTS  IX  THE  WAJi. 


assault  of  the  works  being  ordered  for  the  27th,  the  division  was 
called  on  for  200  volunteers  for  a  storming  party  and  the  Forty- 
eighth  promptly  furnished  nearly  one-half  that  number,  including 
Lieutenant  Colonel  O'Brien,  15  line  officers  and  77  enlisted  men. 
One-half  of  this  force  was  intended  to  carry  fascines  for  filling  the 
ditch,  while  the  others  were  to  dash  across  and  mount  the  enemv's 
works.  The  approach  to  the  hostile  position  was  so  difficult,  how- 
ever, that  storming  party  and  main  lines  became  mingled,  and  all 
finally  broke  and  fell  back  without  reaching  the  works,  after  suffer- 
ing severely.  Lieutenant  Colonel  O'Brien  was  shot  dead  while 
cheering  forward  his  forlorn  hope  early  in  the  engagement,  and  the 
regiment  lost  six  others  killed  and  41  wounded. 

After  the  failure  of  this  assault  regular  approaches  by  siege 
began,  and  after  serving  in  the  duties  required  by  the  undertaking 
till  the  5th  of  June  the  regiment  was  ordered  back  to  Plains  Store 
for  guard  duty,  where  it  remained  until  the  13th.  It  was  then 
ordered  to  the  left  and  temporarily  attached  to  Emory's  Third  Di- 
vision, commanded  by  General  Dwight  in  the  illness  of  Emory,  and 
on  the  14th  formed  part  of  the  assaulting  column  of  that  division, 
making  a  strong  demonstration  to  cover  a  more  determined  attack 
by  the  other  divisions.  Some  ground  was  gained,  but  no  impres- 
sion made  on  the  intrenchmcnts  at  any  point,  the  loss  of  the  Forty- 
eighth  being  two  killed  and  11  wounded.  The  following  day  the 
regiment  returned  to  its  brigade,  with  which  it  shared  the  toil  and 
exposure  of  the  remainder  of  the  siege,  but  without  further  loss  by 
battle.  Disease  wasted  the  command,  in  common  with  all  others, 
among  the  victims  being  Lieutenant  Maginnis,  who  died  June  21. 

Port  Hudson  surrendered  on  the  0th  of  July,  and  that  evening 
Augur's  Division,  under  command  of  General  Weitzel,  sailed  down 
the  river  on  transports,  debarking  next  morning  at  Donaldsonville. 
a  short  distance  below  which  place  the  Confederates  had  planted 
batteries  behind  the  levees  cutting  oft0  communication  with  Xew 
Orleans.  On  the  13th  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  of  Augur's 
Division  moved  up  the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  Lafourche  under 
command  of  Colonel  Dudley,  with  a  detachment  from  G rover's 
Division  on  the  left  bank.  After  proceeding  three  or  four  miles 
the  enemy  was  encountered  in  force  with  artillery,  and  as  it  was 
not  intended  to  bring  on  an  engagement  the  Union  forces  began  to 
fall  back.     Those  on  the  left  bank  making  better  time  than 
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men,  the  latter  were  exposed  to  a  flank  fire  from  across 
am,  by  which  three  of  the  Forty-eighth  were  killed  and 
uindcd ;  and  in  extricating  itself  the  regiment  lost  23  capt- 
'he  enlisted  men  were  paroled  and  soon  returned  to  duty, 
(wo  officers,  Lieutenants  Wilson  and  Bassctt,  were  taken 

and  remained  in  captivity  some  time  longer. 

open  fields  near  Donaldsonville,  the  regiment  went  into 
I  the  1st  of  August,  when  it  returned  to  Baton  Rouge, 
<<l  its  former  camp  till  the  9th,  when  it  went  aboard  the 

Sunny  South  and  the  following  day  sailed  up  the  river 
».  Reaching  that  point  on  the  17th,  the  command  took 
Boston,  where  it  arrived  on  the  morniilg  of  the  23d. 

were  furloughed  till  the  3d  of  September,  while  the  final 
•re  prepared,  when  they  re-assembled  at  Camp  Lander  and 
tered  out. 
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TITE  Forty-ninth  Regiment  was  composed  of  troops  from  Berk- 
shire County  enlisted  under  the  cull  of  August  4,  180*2,  for 
nine  months'  service.  The  first  rendezvous  was  at  Camp 
Brings,  Pittsfield,  to  which  the  various  companies  repaired  as  their 
ranks  were  filled,  each  coming  in  with  a  complete  company  organi- 
zation, the  officers  of  the  nine-months'  troops  having  been  elected  by 
vote  of  the  commands  on  the  militia  system.  Company  A,  of  Pitts- 
field, which  had  been  waiting  for  a  few  days,  using  Burbank  Hall  for 
barracks,  took  possession  of  the  camp  on  its  vacation  by  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Regiment,  September  7,  and  other  companies  followed  so 
promptly  that  on  the  18th  and  10th  of  that  month  the  first  seven 
were  mustered  into  the  national  service  and  Captain  William  F. 
Bartlett  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment  took  command  of  the  pos  . 
On  the  14th  of  October  the  last  company  arrived,  and  on  the 
28th  the  muster-iu  of  the  regiment  was  completed.  Camp  was 
(piitted  November  7  for  more  comfortable  quarters  in  the  bar- 
racks at  Camp  Wool,  Worcester,  where  the  Fifty-first  Regiment  also 
sojourned,  the  camp  being  under  command  of  Colonel  G.  II.  Ward. 
A  formal  election  for  field  officers  was  held  by  the  line  officers  on 
the  10th,  and  the  result  was  the  following  original  roster: — 

Colonel,  William  F.  Bartlett  of  Pittsfield;  lieutenant  colonel,  Samuel 
B.  .Sumner  of  Great  Burrington;  major,  Charles  T.  Plunkett  of  l'itts* 
ficld:  surgeon,  Frederick  Winsorof  Boston;  assistant  surgeon,  Albert 
K.  Rice  "of  Springfield;  adjutant,  Benjamin  C.  Mitlin  of  Boston; 
quartermaster,  Henry  B.  Brewster;  sergeant  major,  Henry  .T.  Wvlie. 
both  of  Pittsfield  ;  quartermaster  sergeant,  George  E.  "Howard  of 
Lanesboro;  commissary  sergeant,  II.  II.  Northrop  of  Cheshire:  hos- 
pital steward,  Albert  J.  Morey  of  Lee;  drum  major,  E.  X.  Merrv  of 
Pittsfield. 

Company  A,  Pittsfield — Captain,  Israel  C.  Weller;  first  lieutenant. 
George  W.  Clark;  second  lieutenant,  Frederick  A.  Francis. 

Company  B — Captain,  Charles  R.  Garliek  of  Lanesboro;  first  lieu- 
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harles  W.  Kniffin  of  West  Stock  bridge;  second  lieutenant, 
I.Noble  of  Williamstown. 

ny  C— Captain,  George  R.  Lingcnfelter  of  Pittsfield:  first 
t,  Daniel  B.  Foster  of  Cheshire;  second  lieutenant,  William 

;of  Pittsfield. 

ny  D,  Great  Harrington — Captain,  Samuel  J.  Chaffee;  first 
t,  Joseph  Tucker;  second  lieuteuant,  Thomas  Siggms. 
ny  K— Captain,  Horace  D.  Train  of  Sheffield;  first  lieutcn- 
■rt  T.  Sherman  of  Egreraont;  second  lieutenant,  II.  Dwight 
Xew  Marlboro. 

iy  F— Captain,  Benjamin  A.  Morey  of  Lee:  first  lieutenant, 
Dresser  of  Stock  bridge;  second  lieutenant,  George  II.  Sweet 
ham. 

iy  G — Captain,  Francis  W.  Parker  of  Adams;  first  lieu  ten  - 
rt  B.  Harvie  of  Williamstown;  second  lieutenant,  Henry  M. 
Adams. 

iy  II — Captain,  Augustus  V.  Shannon  of  Lee:  first  lieuten- 
<n  D.  Deuiiug  of  Sandisfield;  second  lieutenant.  Do  Witt  S. 
Lee. 

y  I— Captain,  Zenas  C.  Rennic  of  Pittsfield;  first  lieuten- 
S.  Kellogg  of  Ivoe;  second  lieutenant,  William  Nichols  of 
•v.  n. 

y  K — Captain,  Byron  Weston  of  Lee  :  first  lieutenant, 
Taf t  of  Sheffield;  second  lieutenant,  Isaac  E.  .Judd  of 

'ool  was  quitted  on  the  29th  of  November,  the  regiment 
til  to  Norwich,  Ct,  where  the  steamer  Commodore  was 
\v\v  York,  the  metropolis  being  reached  early  next  morn- 
It  was  made  for  a  few  days  at  the  Franklin  Street  barracks 
;  but  on  the  4th  of  December  the  command  marched  bv 
>adway  to  Peck  Slip,  crossed  the  Fast  river  and  pro- 
e  miles  out  on  Long  Island  to  Camp  Banks,  where  tents 
'<]  in  the  midst  of  25  or  30  other  regiments  waiting  to 
jf  "  Banks's  Expedition."    Many  of  the  officers  and  en- 
Aero  detailed  for  service  in  New  York  on  provost  duty — 
arresting  deserters  —  and  the  remainder  shivered  in 
ill  the  23d  of  the  month,  when,  some  of  the  regiments 
irtcti,  they  moved  to  more  comfortable  quarters  in 
Barracks.'* 

-ninth  with  other  troops  embarked  .January  23,  1803, 
ler  Illinois,  and  touching  at  Fortress  Monroe  three  days 
ers  continued  on  to  New  Orleans.  That  rity  was  passed 
and  at  Carrollton.  seven  miles  above,  the  regiment 
mping  in  the  vicinity  till  the  lo'th,  when  transp  u  t  was 


Digitized  by  Google 


652  MASSACHUSETTS  IX  THE  WAR. 

taken  for  Baton  Rouge.  Arriving  there  the  Forty-ninth  became  a 
part  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps;  its 
fellow-regiments  being  the  Forty -eighth  Massachusetts,  Twenty-first 
Maine  and  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  New  York — Colonel  Chapin 
of  the  latter  regiment  commanding  the  brigade  and  General  Augur 
the  division.  At  Camp  Banks  near  Baton  Rouge  some  weeks  were 
passed  in  routine  duties,  with  no  further  excitement  than  an  oc- 
casional exchange  of  shots  with  some  scouting  party  on  the  picket 
lines;  but  in  common  with  all  the  northern  troops  the  Forty-ninth 
suffered  seriously  from  fevers  and  malarial  complaints. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  March  Augur's  Division 
broke  camp  and  followed  those  of  Emory  and  Grover  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Port  Hudson,  to  assist  at  the  demonstration  in  favor  of  Far- 
ragut's  fleet.  That  night  a  portion  of  the  fleet  succeeded  iu  passing 
the  batteries,  so  as  to  patrol  the  river  between  that  point  and  Yieks- 
burg,  and  the  regiment,  having  bivouacked  within  eight  miles  of 
the  Confederate  stronghold,  returned  next  day  to  Baton  Rouge. 
On  reaching  the  latter  place  orders  were  received  to  return  im- 
mediately to  Bayou  Montccino,  some  five  miles  away,  where  a  large 
part  of  the  troops  had  halted  in  coming  in,  and  the  command 
trudged  back  through  a  pouring  rain.  There  they  remained  till  the 
20th,  returning  then  to  Baton  Rouge,  where  Company  G  was  de- 
tailed for  provost  guard  in  the  city.  The  remainder  of  the  regi- 
ment selected  a  more  favorable  camping  place  on  the  4th  of  April, 
in  which  it  remained  till  Banks's  decisive  move  against  Port  Hudson. 

In  the  mean  time  sickness  was  working  especial  havoc  with  both 
officers  and  men.  In  early  May  300  of  the  members  were  off  duty, 
so  that  when  the  regiment  joined  in  the  movement  on  the  20th  of 
May  not  over  4f>0  accompanied  the  colors,  including  Company  O, 
which  was  presently  returned  to  duty  at  Baton  Rouge.  Participat- 
ing in  the  little  engagement  at  Plains  Store  on  the  21st,  the  Forty- 
ninth  suffered  the  loss  of  a  few  men  wounded,  Lieutenant  Tucker 
losing  a  leg.  With  some  additional  skirmishing  the  regiment  went 
into  position  in  front  of  the  Confederate  works,  and  had  its  full 
share  of  the  hardships  of  the  siege  which  followed. 

A  call  being  made  on  the  20th  for  volunteers  for  a  forlorn  hope 
for  the  assault  of  the  following  day,  05  men  and  officers  responded, 
some  20  more  than  were  required.  In  the  futile  attempt  to  carry 
the  works  by  storm  on  the  27th  the  regiment  bore  a  gallant  part 


■ 
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ifiered  severely.  Advancing  over  very  difficult  ground,  it 
d  the  most  advanced  position  occupied  by  troops  of  the  divis- 
sinir  lb'  killed  and  64  wounded  out  of  a  total  present  of  233. 
>Ionel  and  lieutenant  colonel  were  wounded,  devolving  the 
nd  upon  Major  Plunkctt,  who  thenceforth  led  the  regiment 
end  of  its  service.  Many  of  the  line  officers  were  wounded, 
unit  Doming  being  killed  and  Lieutenant  Judd  fatally  hurt, 
>n  the  13th  of  June. 

igh  not  joining  in  the  assault  of  June  14,  the  Forty -ninth 
d  the  front  line  of  the  division  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy, 
g  a  loss  of  one  killed  and  17  wounded  ;  and  in  the  incessant 
hing  and  sharp-shooting  which  continued  till  the  surrender 
e  a  conspicuous  part.  After  the  surrender  of  Port  Hudson 
ment  descended  the  river  to  Donaldsonville,  in  which  vicin- 
.'onfederates  had  been  operating,  and  on  the  13th  of  July 
i  excursion  into  the  interior  along  the  Bayou  La  Fourehe. 
:he  afternoon  they  encountered  a  vastly  superior  force  from 
Taylor's  army,  by  which  they  were  nearly  surrounded  and 
iged  to  fall  back  in  confusion  with  a  loss  of  three  killed, 
ant  and  four  others  wounded  and  1G  taken  prisoners, 
ling  to  Donaldsonville,  the  regiment  encamped  in  an  open 
r  by,  where  it  remained  doing  picket  duty  till  the  1st  of 
when  it  returned  to  Camp  Banks  at  Baton  Rouge,  from 
had  been  absent  on  an  active  campaign  for  more  than  ten 
The  term  of  service  having  expired,  Company  G  rejoined 
ueiit  on  the  6th,  the  missing  of  the  last  engagement  rc- 
ie  following  day,  having  been  paroled,  and  on  the  8th 
vas  taken  for  New  Orleans.  There  it  was  found  that  the 
transportation  had  been  assigned  to  another  command  and 
-ninth  embarked  on  the  ►Steamer  Temple  for  Cairo,  111., 
s  reached  on  the  16th.  Cars  were  taken  for  home  on  the 
f  the  18th,  the  journey  by  way  of  Indianapolis,  Cleveland, 
id  Albany  to  Pittsfield  being  completed  on  the  forenoon  of 
hen  the  regiment  was  given  an  enthusiastic  reception  at  its 
home.  On  the  1st  of  September,  the  final  papers  having 
ired,  the  command  was  formally  mustered  out  of  service. 
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IIE  Fiftieth  Regiment,  an  Fssex  county  organization,  was 


formed  from  the  nucleus  furnished  by  the  Seventh  Regiment 


*  of  Militia,  taking  the  new  number  as  there  was  already  a 
three-years'  regiment  in  the  Held  known  as  the  Seventh.  Its  ren- 
dezvous was  at  Camp  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Boxford,  where  it  was 
rapidly  filled  to  the  required  standard.  Companies  A  and  B  were 
mustered  on  the  15th  of  September,  1862,  six  companies  on  the 
UMh,  and  II  and  T  on  the  29th  and  30th  respectively.  The  colonel 
and  lieutenant  colonel  had  risen  from  the  militia  ranks  through 
their  military  ability,  both  having  commanded  companies  in  the  Fifth 
Regiment  at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  the  Fiftieth  showed 
the  marks  of  their  cflicient  management.  The  entire  field  and  statT 
were  mustered  November  11,  and  the  roster  of  officers  follows: — 

Colonel,  Carlos  P.  Messer  of  Haverhill:  lieutenant  colonel.  John 
W.  Locke  ot  South  Heading:  major,  John  Hodges,  Jr.,  of  Salem: 
surgeon,  William  Cogswell  of  Bradford;  assistant  surgeon,  Nathaniel 
W.  French  of  Concord.  N.  H.:  chaplain,  Robert  Hassall  of  Haverhill: 
adjutant,  Henry  A.  Wentworth  of  Maiden;  quartermaster,  Henry  D. 
Degan  of  South  Reading;  sergeant  major,  Oliver  A.  Roberts:  quar- 
termaster sergeant,  David  M.  Kelley;  commissary  sergeant,  Leonard 
Hand;  hospital  steward,  B.  Addison  Sawyer,  all  of  Haverhill;  princi- 
pal musician,  nenry  Johnston  of  Topsfield. 

Company  A,  Salem— Captain,  George  D.  Putnam;  first  lieutenant," 
Robert  W.  Reeves;  second  lieutenant,  William  B.  Upton. 

Company  B — Captain,  John  L.  Ward;  first  lieutenant,  Edward  W. 
Phillips:  second  lieutenant,  William  H.  Hurd,  all  of  Salem. 

Company  C — Captain, Darius  N.  Stevens;  first  lieutenant,  Samuel 
C.  Trull,  both  of  Stoneham;  second  lieutenant,  Frederick  Cochrane 
of  Methuen. 

Company  D — Captain,  Josiah  W.  Coburn  of  Reading;  first  lieuten- 
ant, John  S.  Coney  of  North  Reading;  second  lieutenant.  Oramel  G. 
Abbott  of  Reading. 
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ri v  E,  South  Reading — Captain,  Samuel  F.  Littlefield;  first 
t.  Horace  M.  Warren;  second  lieutenant,  James  D.  Draper, 
nv  F,  Haverhill — Captain.  Samuel  W.  Duncan;  first  lieuten- 
i«l  Boyntou;  second  lieutenant,  Ira  Hurd. 
11  v  G.  Haverhill — Captain,  George  W.  Edwards;  first  liouten- 
ire  W.  Wallace;  second  lieutenant.  Andrew  F.  Stowe. 
nv  II,  Chelsea— Captain.  Cvrus  Hobbs;   first  lieutenant. 
Holmes;  second  lieutenant,  \ViIliam  F.  J)aniels. 
•jy  I,  Worcester— Captain,  Nicholas  Power;  first  lieutenant. 
>'Gorman:  second  lieutenant,  Martin  Hayes. 
iy  K — Captain,  John  G.  Barnes;  first  lieutenant.  John  I*. 
.  both  of  Georgetown;  second  lieutenant,  James  H.  Rand- 
al ford. 

imcnt  left  camp  for  New  York  on  the  10th  of  November, 
stopping  for  a  few  days  in  the  city  at  the  Franklin  Street 
moved  to  Camp  Banks  on  Long  Island  to  await  transpor- 
N'ew  Orleans.  It  is  illustrative  of  the  straits  to  which 
ai  government  was  reduced  at  times  for  transportation, 
it'ticth  were  sent  forward  by  detachments,  as  a  result  of 
the  resultant  delays  the  regiment  was  not  again  reunited 
irds  of  the  term  of  service  had  expired.    On  the  20th 

A,  K,  I  and  K  went  to  New  York  for  transportation,  I 
id  the  steamer  New  Brunswick  and  sailing  on  the  1st  of 

This  company  reached  Baton  Rouge  on  the  16th  and 
od  to  the  Thirtieth  Regiment  till  other  detachments  of 
should  arrive.    The  other  three  companies  went  aboard 
Blue  at  the  same  time,  but  that  craft  did  not  sail  till 
1,  and  on  getting  to  sea  it  became  unmanageable  and 
ilton  Head  where  the  troops  debarked  and  remained  for 
,  when  thev  were  taken  on  the  bark  Guerrilla,  reached 
is  January  20,  181)3,  went  into  camp  at  Carrollton  till 
find  were  then  transferred  to  Baton  Rouge, 
if  remaining  companies  were  put  aboard  the  steamer 
comber  12,  with  the  field  and  staff  officers,  leaving 
behind  for  want  of  room.    The  Niagara  sailed  on  the 
io  first  night  she  sprung  a  leak,  putting  in  at  the  Dela- 
vatcr  and  going  thence  to  Philadelphia  where  she  was 
d  condemned.    It  was  not  till  the  1st  of  .January  (hat 
finy   Liind  reached  Philadelphia  with  Company  II  on 
ot  till  the  9th  that  the  six  companies  sailed  for  Fortress 
chilly   there  on  the  ltfth.    As  the  craft  was  badly 
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crowded,  Companies  B,  D  and  II  were  put  on  board  the  ship  Montc- 
bollo,  which  sailing  on  the  lGth  reached  New  Orleans  the  27th,  but 
with  small-pox  among  some  of  the  other  troops  on  board.  The 
detachment  of  the  Fiftieth,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Locke,  went  with  their  companions  into  quarantine,  suffering  some- 
what from  the  disease  but  having  no  fatal  cases.  They  did  not 
join  the  regiment,  however,  till  the  2d  of  April.  The  Jenny  Lind 
reached  New  Orleans  February  9,  and  the  portion  of  the  regiment 
which  she  brought  was  transferred  to  Baton  Rouge  by  the  steamer 
Iberville  on  the  14th,  where  it  was  attached  to  the  Third  Brigade, 
First  Division.  The  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  were  the  Thir- 
tieth Massachusetts,  One  Hundred  and  Sixtv-first  and  One  Hun- 
died  and  Seventy-fourth  New  York  and  Second  Louisiana.  The 
brigade  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Dudley  of  the  Thirtieth  and 
the  division  by  General  Augur. 

After  four  weeks  of  drill  and  routine  the  regiment  on  the  14th 
of  March  set  forth  with  other  troops  of  General  Banks's  command 
to  make  a  demonstration  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson,  to  aid  in  the 
attempt  of  Admiral  Farragut  to  run  the  batteries,  and  that  attempt 
being  partially  successful  the  regiment  returned  to  its  camp  at 
Baton  Rouge,  but  immediately  took  passage  by  steamer  to  Winter's 
Plantation,  a  few  miles  below  Port  Hudson  and  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Mississippi,  where  it  went  on  picket  till  communication  was 
had  with  Farragut  in  the  river  above.  This  being  accomplished 
the  command  returned  to  its  camp  on  the  26th.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  an  expedition  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge  on  the  Port 
Hudson  road  in  which  some  of  the  companies  took  part  April  9, 
nothing  notable  occurred  till  the  12th  of  Mav,  when  the  regiment 
marched  with  its  brigade  and  the  other  troops  toward  Port  Hudson. 
On  reaching  White's  Bayou  at  tjie  crossing  of  the  Clinton  road, 
ten  miles  southeast  of  Port  Hudson,  the  regiment  was  posted  to 
guard  that  point  against  roving  forces  of  the  enemy,  while  the  lint* 
were  drawn  about  the  stronghold. 

The  preparations  for  assault  being  completed,  the  Fiftieth  moved 
up  on  the  20th  within  range  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  took  part  in  the  attack,  though  not  closely  engaged, 
losing  four  wounded — one  mortally.  They  were  then  engaged  in 
supporting  the  Union  batteries  till  the  second  assault,  June  14. 
when  they  were  in  the  reserve,  taking  no  active  part.  Thenceforth 
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surrender  on  the  7th  of  July  the  regiment  was  occupied  in 
i.s  of  the  siege,  principally  in  support  of  the  artillery.  The 
r  the  capitulation  the  Fiftieth  were  selected  for  garrison  duty 
he  captured  fortifications,  in  which  they  were  engaged  dur- 
rcmaindcr  of  their  term  of  service.  Setting  out  for  home 
i'th  aboard  the  steamer  Omaha,  they  ascended  the  Missis- 
near  Helena,  Ark.,  when  the  vessel  grounded  on  a  sand-bar, 
{.necessitating  the  transfer  of  the  command  to  the  steamer 
innett,  by  which  they  were  safely  delivered  at  Cairo,  111., 
b.  (ioing  thence  by  rail,  Boston  was  reached  on  the  11th 
regiment  was  mustered  out  at  Wenham  on  the  24th.  Its 
ad  been  verv  fortunate  as  regarded  fatality  in  battle,  but 
having  been  kilb-d  in  action,  though  8S  had  died  of  disease, 
Assistant  Surgeon  French  at  Baton  Huuge,  April  "21. 
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UK  Fifty-first  Kegiment  comprised  that  part  of  the  nine- 


months'  quota  recruited  from  the  southern  portion  of  Worees- 


A  ter  County,  including  the  city,  and  rendezvoused  at  Camp 
John  E.  Wool  at  Worcester,  the  camp  being  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Ward  of  the  Fifteenth  Regiment.  Six  of  the  companies 
were  mustered  on  the  2oth  of  September,  186:2,  B,  D  and  G  on  the 
30th,  F  on  the  14th  of  October,  and  the  field  officers  on  the  11th 
of  November.  The  original  roster  is  as  follows — the  field  and 
stall  with  the  exception  of  the  surgeons  being  Worcester  men : — 

Colonel,  Augustus  B.  R.  Sprague ;  lieutenant  colonel,  John  M. 
Studley;  major,  Elijah  A.  Harkness;  surgeon,  George  Jewett  of 
Fitehburg;  assistant  surgeons,  J.  Homer  Darling  of  East" Douglas  and 
Paul  C.  Garvin  of  Boston;  chaplain,  Gilbert  Cummings,  Jr. :  adju- 
tant. J.  Stewart  Brown;  quartermaster,  Benjamin  I).  Dwinnell;  ser- 


Washburn  :  commissary  sergeant,  Henry  W.  Stayner:  hospital  stew- 
ard, Edward  P.  Cottiug. 

Company  A — Captain,  Edwin  A.  Wood  of  Worcester;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Jolin'W.  Sanderson  of  Westboro;  second  lieutenant,  Calvin  N. 
Harrington  of  Worcester. 

Company  B — Cai)tain,  George  Bascom  of  Holden;  first  lieutenant. 
Francis  W.  Adams  of  Brooklield;  second  lieutenant,  George  W.  Dodd 
of  Pax ton. 

Company  C  —  Captain.  Thomas  W.  Higginson ;  first  lieutenant. 
John  B.  Goodell;  second  lieutenant.  Luther  H.  Bigelow,  all  of  Worces- 
ter. (Captain  Higginson  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  First  South 
Carolina  Volunteers  November  IT;  during  January,  1Si»3,  the  two 
lieutenants  were  promoted  in  order  and  J.  Orlando  Bemis  became 
second  lieutenant.) 

Company  D— Captain.  George  W.  Prouty;  fyst  lieutenant,  Luther 
Capron,  Jr.:  second  lieutenant.  Joel  H.  Prouty,  all  of  Worcester. 

Company  E — Captain.  William  F.  Wheeler  of  Worcester;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Charles  P.  Winslow  of  Westboro;  second  lieutenant,  Gconr»- 
F.  Jounlan  of  Grafton. 

Company  F — Captain,  Joel  S.  Baldwin;  first  lieutenant.  Charles  II. 
Peck;  second  lieutenant,  Samuel  S.  Kddy,  all  of  Worcester. 
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j>;inv  Ci— Captain.  Thomas  I).  Kimball  of  Oxford  ;  first  lieu- 
Cliarles  0.  Storrs ;   second  lieutenant,  Silas  8.  Joy,  both  of 

r. 

(►any  H— Captain.  Horace  Hobbs  of  Worcester;  first  lieuten- 
arrena  B.  White  of  Charlton;  second  lieutenant,  Jacob  M. 
)f  Dudley. 

•any  I— Captain,  William  Hunt  of  Douglas:  first  lieutenant, 
n  F.  Bradish  of  Upton;  second  lieutenant,  Lucius  M.  Thayer 

irlas. 

■any  K — Captain,  Daniel  W.  Kimball  of  Millbury;  first  lieu- 
Joel  U.  Howe  of  Blackstone  ;  second  lieutenant,  Horace  1'. 
i  of  Mendon. 

the  muster  of  its  field  officers,  all  from  active  service  in 
,  orders  came  to  the  regiment  to  proceed  to  North  Carolina 
ce  under  General  Foster,  by  especial  request  of  that  officer, 
re  taken  for  Boston  on  the  2f>th  of  November,  and  that 
n  the  command  went  aboard  the  transport  Merrimac,  sail- 
evening.  Beaufort,  N.  C,  was  reached  on  the  30th  after 
-  voyage,  cars  were  taken  to  Newborn,  and  the  regiment 
tered  in  barracks  which  were  being  built  on  the  south  side 
•cut  river.  It  was  assigned  to  Colonel  Amory's  Brigade 
•husetts  troops,  the  other  regiments  being  the  Seventeenth, 
bird,  Forty-third  and  Forty-fifth. 

iriment  was  not  armed  till  the  9th  of  December,  and  on. 
t  was  ordered  to  form  part  of  the  Goldsboro  expedition — 
■nt  in  co-operation  with  General  Burnside's  battle  of  Fred- 
j.    Setting  out  that  morning,  it  marched  with  the  main 
II  the  following  afternoon,  when  it  was  detailed  with  a 
artillery  under  Captain  Hansom  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
c   Battery  to  guard  Beaver  Creek  bridge  and  the  main 
Jiiston  and  Trenton,  in  the  rear  of  the  advancing  col- 
sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  in  charge  of  sonic 
which   had  been  picked  up  by  the  Union  cavalry,  it 
o  join  the  brigade,  which  it  overtook  that  evening,  and 
fire  in  the  engagement  at  Whitehall  the  lo'th,  though 
an  active  part.    During  the  operation  at  Goldsboro  on 
<;  rejriment  was  on  duly  as  guard  of  the  rear  of  the  col- 
le  long  baggage  train,  from  which  it  was  relieved  when 
lira  in   inarched  toward  Nowhern,  the  railroad  bridire  at 
'laving  been  destroyed, — news  of  tin.1  defeat  of  Burnside 
ksbiirg  being  received  en  route.    The  barracks  on  the 
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Trent  were  reached  on  the  21st,  the  loss  of  the  command  during 
the  expedition  having  heen  but  two  wounded.  On  the  30th  Com- 
pany G  was  detailed  for  garrison  duty  at  Bricc's  Ferry,  where  it 
remained  till  the  expiration  of  its  term  of  service. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  18b'3,  seven  companies  of  the  regiment 
took  part  in  the  expedition  to  Pollock ville,  whence  on  the  following 
morning  two  companies  went  with  the  main  column  to  Trenton 
while  the  five  remaining,  with  some  cavalry,  held  Pollockville  till 
the  return  of  the  force.  The  five  companies  were  then  sent  on  in 
advance  to  Young's  Cross  Roads,  passing  which  they  encountered 
at  White  Oak  Creek  the  enemy's  outposts  and  drove  them  back. 
On  the  20th  they  crossed  the  river  and  formed  an  outpost  on  the 
Jacksonville  road,  the  entire  force  returning  next  day  to  the  camps 
about  Newborn. 

Purimr  this  time  the  Fiftv-first  suffered  much  from  the  ravages 
of  disease,  many  of  the  members  having  died  of  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis,  and  on  the  2d  and  3d  of  March  the  regiment  was  dis- 
tributed at  various  points  along  the  railroad  between  Newborn  and 
Morehead  City,  relieving  the  garrisons  at  those  places  and  also  at 
Beaufort  and  Evans's  Mills,  with  head-quarters  at  Beaufort,  Major 
Harkness  being  provost  marshal  of  that  town  and  Morehead  City: 
Colonel  Spraguc  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  District  of 
Beaufort,  whjeh  included  Fort  Macon.  After  two  months  of  this 
service  the  health  of  the  command  having  greatly  improved,  the 
regiment  returned  on  the  4th  of  May  to  the  barracks  at  Newborn. 

A  reconnaissance  was  made  on  the  7th  by  Colonel  Sprague  with 
five  companies  of  his  regiment,  a  section  of  artillery  and  a  small 
cavalry  force,  the  infantry  going  as  far  as  Cedar  Point  and  the 
cavalry  penetrating  several  hours'  ride  beyond,  but  encountering 
no  enemy  and  returning  to  Newborn  on  the  10th.  This  proved  the 
last  active  campaigning  of  the  regiment  in  North  Carolina.  The 
barracks  were  vacated  on  the  22d  and  Camp  Wellington  was  es- 
tablished near  the  junction  of  the  Neuse  and  Trent  rivers,  and 
there  the  time  was  passed  fill  the  24th  of  June,  when  the  Fifty-first 
were  ordered  to  Fortress  Monroe  and  sailed  that  afternoon,  leaving 
behind  1S3  sick  members.  Arriving  on  the  morning  of  the  27th, 
the  regiment,  with  other  Massachusetts  troops  from  North  Car- 
olina, was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Dix  at  White  House,  and 
did  so  the  following  morning,  only  to  be  directed  to  return  to  the 
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•s  and  thenee  to  Massachusetts  for  muster  out,  General 
abandoned,  if  In?  hail  really  entertained,  the  plan  of  attack- 
hniond  at  that  time. 

vturn  to  the  Fortress  was  made  that  evening,  hut  while  wait- 
transportation  home,  on  learning  from  General  Xaglee  of 
nice  into  Maryland  by  the  Confederates  under  General  Lee, 
Spragne  tendered  to  the  secretary  of  war  the  services  of 
tnand  during  the  emergency.  The  offer  being  accepted,  the 
t  was  directed  to  report  to  General  Schenck  at  Baltimore, 
diner  the  Middle  Department,  and  reached  that  citv  on  the 
tdy.  It  was  quartered  in  the  Belger  barracks  on  the  out- 
the  city,  and  details  were  at  once  put  to  work  on  the  fori  i II- 
.liich  were  being  erected' in  anticipation  of  a  Confederate 
it  against  the  city.  Other  duties  came  to  the  command, 
ie  4th,  when  it  was  detailed  to  search  the  houses  of  the 
por  arms,  collecting  a  large  quantity  which  wen;  placed 
ird;  and  on  the  oth,  when  six  companies  under  Lieuten- 
icl  Studley  escorted  from  the  railroad  station  to  Fort  Mc- 
>00  prisoners  of  war  captured  at  Gettysburg, 
ext  morning,  with  three  days'  rations  and  60  rounds  of 
jn,  the  regiment  reported  to  General  H.  S.  Briggs  at  the 
and  Ohio  depot,  where  it  was  attached  to  a  provisional 
uler  his  command,  the  other  regiments  being  the  Eighth, 
th  and  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts,  and  going  by  rail  to 
)k,  reached  there  the  next  afternoon.  That  night  the 
•mon'hs'  regiments  of  the  brigade,  with  a  Pennsylvania 
I  under  command  of  Colonel  Spragne,  climbed  Maryland 
ough  a  driving  rain-storm  and  intense  darkness,  reaeh- 
uncan  about  daylight  next  morning.  There  the  Fifty- 
led  fill  the  12th,  when  orders  were  received  to  join  the 
he  Potomac,  and  that  evening  at  9  o'clock  the  brigade 
larch. 

Mai  lines  near  Funkstown  were  reached  at  3  o'clock  the 
ooii,  when  the  brigade  was  attached  to  the  Second  Divis- 
orps,  and  took  position  in  the  second  line  of  battle  con- 
•  Confederate  army  before  Williamsport.  So  severe  had 
.  ages  of  disease  resulting  from  the  malarial  poisoning 
l  Carolina  swamps  and  the  exposure  of  the  men  that  at 
i'  regiment  was  reduced  to  27o  for  duty  out  of  800  on 
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the  rolls.  During  the  following  night  the  Confederates  disappeared, 
having  recrossed  the  river  into  Virginia,  and  the  Union  army  ad- 
vanced to  Williamsport,  where  the  regiment  bivouacked  the  night 
of  the  14th.  On  the  15th  it  marched  back  through  Funkstown  and 
across  the  Antietam,  over  the  mountains  to  near  Berlin,  where  a 
ponton  bridge  was  thrown  across  the  Potomac. 

While  resting  there  on  the  17th  orders  were  received  for  the 
regiment  to  proceed  at  once  to  Massachusetts  to  be  mustered  out. 
Baltimore  was  reached  the  following  morning,  and  by  easy  stages 
the  command  made  its  way  to  Worcester,  which  was  reached  on  the 
2l8t:  the  men  were  furloughed  for  six  days  while  their  final  papers 
were  being  made  out,  and  on  the  27th  were  mustered  out  by  Captain 
Lawrence  of  the  Fourth  United  SHates  Infantry,  after  a  service  of 
nearly  ten  months. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  FIFTY-SECOND  REGIMENT. 


3  transported  by  rail  to  Bayou  Bo?uf,  whence  on  the  9th  it 
to  Brashear  City.    Two  days  later  it  took  steamer  and  on 
landed  at  Indian  Bend  on  Grand  Lake,  36  miles  from 
, — the  intention  being  that  G rover's  Division  should  obtain 
i  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  Confederate  force  at  Bisland, 
hieh  other  portions  of  Banks's  army  were  moving. 
:ing  a  feu-  miles,  the  division  drove  before  it  such  of  the 
were  encountered,  and  the  following  day  the  battle  of 
idge  (also  called  Centreville,  Bayou  Teche,  etc.,)  was 
imball'8  Brigade  not  participating.    The  pursuit  of  the 
foe  was  taken  up  on  the  loth,  and  two  days'  marching 
regiment  to  New  Iberia,  where  Companies  A,  E,  F  and  O 
died  and  remained  as  provost  guard  while  the  rest  of  the 
vent  on  to  Opelousas,  reaching  there  on  the  20th  and  six 
marching  to  Bane's  Landing  on  Vermillion  Bayou,  nine 
int.    With  a  section  of  Xims's  Battery,  the  six  companies 
ty-seeond  remained  at  this  point ,  gathering  and  guard- 
ami  supplies  of  all  kinds,  caring  for  the  negroes,  loading 
ing  vessels.  Colonel  Thomas  K.  Checkering  of  the  Third 
3tts  Cavalrv  takinir  eominand  of  the  post  Mav  1*2.  On 
he  companies  left  at  New  Iberia  rejoined  the  regiment, 
boat  from  Brashear  City,  and  two  days  later  the  Fifty- 
out  on  the  return  march  to  Brashear,  escorting  over  the 
;e  number  of  negroes  and  a  long  supply  train.    For  some 
•rage  march  of  1H  miles  was  made,  but  on  the  25th  the 
s  more  than  doubled,  as  an  attack  at  the  rear  of  the 
ed  the  regiment  back  live  miles,  though  its  services  were 
to  drive  off  the  annoying  force.    The  column  moved  on 
naking  the  day's  march  40  miles,  and  on  the  2f>th 
shear  City.    The  regiment  went  by  rail  to  Algiers  on  the 
y  following  took  steamer  to  Springfield  Landing,  a  few  - 

Baton  B<»ii«_rc,  which  was  reached  on  the  afternoon  of 
hence  the  command  marched  to  join  its  brigade  before 
l,  l:i  miles  distant,  reaching  there  about  midnight  and 
ison  of  severe  exertion. 

ient  formed  a  part  of  the  column  under  General  Faine 
:uit  on  the  ">th  of  .Line  to  disperse  a  threatening  force 
v  near  Clinton,  and  having  performed  that  duty  with- 
remeiit  returned  to  the  lines  on  the  Hlh.    Jn  the  assault 
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tenant,  Alphonzo  A.  Ballon  of  Orange:  second  lieutenant,  Marshall 
S.  Stearns  of  Northtield. 

Company  G — Captain,  George  L.  Bliss  of  Northampton  :  first  lieu- 
tenant, Justin  P.  Kellogg;  second  lieutenant,  Asa  A.  Spear,  both  of 
Ami,  erst. 

Company  H — Captain,  William  Perkins  of  Hadley  :  first  lieutenant. 
S.  Alonzo  Williams  of  South  Had  ley ;  second  lieutenant,  Malcolm 
Bridgman  of  Granby. 

Company  I — Captain,  Charles  E.  Tileston  of  Williamsburg;  first 
lieutenant,  Lucius  C.  Taylor  of  Chesterfield  :  second  lieutenant,  James 
W.  Clark  of  Northampton. 

Company  K— Captain,  Edwin  C.  Bissell  of  Westhampton  :  first 
lieutenant,  Lewis  Clapp  of  Easthampton  ;  seeond  lieutenant,  Henrv 
P.  Billings  of  Hatfield. 

On  the  day  that  its  field  officers  were  mustered  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  New  York,  and  so  complete  were  its  preparations  that  it 
left  Camp  Miller  the  20th,  and  on  reaching  New  York  crossed  to 
Long  Island,  where  with  the  other  regiments  gathering  for  the 
"Banks  Expedition"  it  went  into  camp  for  a  short  time.  On  the 
2d  of  December  it  embarked  on  the  steamer  Illinois  and  sailed  for 
Louisiana,  touching  at  Ship  Island  and  at  New  Orleans  and  reach- 
ing Baton  Rouge  on  the  17th.  There  the  regiment  encamped  in 
the  easterly  portion  of  the  town,  within  a  mile  of  the  river,  being 
brigaded  with  the  Forty-first  Massachusetts,  Twenty-fourth  Con- 
necticut and  Ninety-first  New  York  Regiments.  The  latter  some- 
what later  gave  place  to  the  Twelfth  Maine,  Colonel  William  R. 
Kimball  of  that  regiment  commanding  the  brigade,  which  was 
known  as  the  Seeond  Brigade,  Fourth  (drover's)  Division. 

The  Fifty-second  remained  at  Baton  Rouge,  perfecting  them- 
selves in  the  art  of  war,  till  the  reconnaissance  to  the  rear  of  Port 
Hudson  in  aid  of  Admiral  Farragut's  attempt  to  run  the  batteries 
with  a  portion  of  his  fleet,  when  they  advanced  on  the  13th  of 
March  some  seven  miles  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  The  next 
day,  supported  by  a  small  cavalry  force,  the  regiment  penetrated  to 
within  a  few  hundred  vards  of  the  hostile  intrenehments,  reaching 
a  point  more  than  a  mile  in  advance  of  the  other  regiments,  and 
winning  praise  for  its  deportment.  Returning  to  its  camp  at  Baton 
Rouge  on  the  20th,  the  command  remained  there  till  the  27th,  when 
it  took  steamer  to  Donaldsonville,  and  on  the  31st  began  the  marcii 
with  the  rest  of  (J rover's  Division  up  the  Bayou  Lafourche  to  Thi- 
bodcaux.    That  place  was  reached  April  2,  and  on  the  4th  the  rcgi- 
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'ifty-third  Regiment  was  made  up  from  the  towns  of 
hern  Worcester  county  and  the  adjoining  portions  of 
Ilesex.  Its  rendezvous  was  at  Camp  Stevens,  Grot  on 
le  post  being  commanded  l>y  Captain  Wesley  C.  Sawyer. 
)anics  were  mustered  October  17,  18(52.  II  and  I  on  the 
was  not  filled  to  the  requisite  standard  till  November  6. 
nd  staff,  though  commissioned  November  8,  were  not 
I  December,  after  the  regiment  had  reached  New  York, 
ster  stood  as  follows: — 

ohn  W.  Kimball  of  Fitchburg  ;  lieutenant  colonel,  George 
f  Ashburnham  ;  major,  .James  A.  Pratt  of  Sterling;  sur- 
^.  A.  McCollister  of  Grot'Ui  ;  assistant  surgeon,  W  illiam 
marlestown  ;  chaplain.  Benjamin  F.  Whittemore  of  Ber- 
,  Henry  A.  Willis  of  Fitchburg:  quartermaster,  Kd  ward 
f  Royalston  ;  sergeant  major.   Harlan  I*.  Partridge  of 
quartermaster  sergeant,  Herman  M.  Partridge  of  Koyal- 
sary  sergeant,  James  K.  Brown  ;  hospital  steward,  Charles 
i  of  Barre;  drum  major,  Kdwin  I).  Athertonof  Fitchburg. 
\.  Fitrhburg — Captain,  Eugene  T.  Miles:  tirst  lieuten- 
}.  Nutting;  second  lieutenant,  Daniel  \V.  Tattle, 
i — Captain,  James  Corey;   lirst  lieutenant,  Carlos  B. 
of  Fitchburg:  second  lieutenant,  Oscar  A.  Battles  of 

■—Captain,  Joel  A.  Strattou  of  Leominster;  first  lieu- 
l  H.  Glover  of  West  Koxburv  :  second  lieutenant,  James 
ist  Boston. 

—Captain,  Andrew  J.  Clough  of  Shirley;  first  lieuten- 
.   Fcssenden  of  Townsend  ;  second  lieutenant,  Stephen 
Shirley. 

—Captain,  Farwell  F.  Fay  of  Athol  ;  first  lieutenant, 
Brown  of  Koyalston  :  second  lieutenant,  Yarnum  V. 
w  Salem. 

—Captain,  John  G.  Mudge  of  Petersham  ;  first  lieu- 
II.  Babbitt;  seconrl  lieutenant.  Abijali  II.  Shattuck, 
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of  the  14th  the  regiment  formed  part  of  General  Wei  tad's  attacK- 
ing  column ;  but  as  the  fight  developed  it  was  deployed  and  skir- 
mished to  the  right  to  protect  the  flank  of  the  Union  advance, 
doing  its  dutv  faithfullv  through  the  trvingdav  and  suffering  a  loss 
of  three  killed  and  seven  wounded, — of  the  latter  Captain  Bliss  of 
Company  0  mortally. 

Till  the  20th  the  regiment  occupied  the  advanced  ground  gained 
on  the  14th,  within  easy  rifle  shot  of  the  hostile  line,  losing  several 
killed  and  wounded  by  the  fire  of  sharp-shooters.  On  that  day, 
accompanied  by  some  cavalry  and  a  section  of  artillery,  all  under 
command  of  Colonel  Greenleaf,  the  Fifty-second  escorted  a  forage 
train  to  Jackson  Cross  Roads,  and  while  the  wagons  were  being 
loaded  an  attack  was  made  by  a  stronger  force  of  Confederates, 
who  were  repulsed  with  a  loss  to  the  Fifty-second  of  two  taken 
prisoners,  though  the  enemy  succeeded  in  stampeding  a  considerable 
number  of  the  teams. 

The  regiment  returned  that  night  to  its  position  at  the  front, 
where  it  remained  till  the  surrender  of  Port  Hudson,  its  total  loss 
in  killed  being  nine.  Directly  afterward  the  term  of  service  of  the 
command  expired,  and  on  its  homeward  trip  it  had  the  distinction 
of  being  the  first  regiment  to  ascend  the  Mississippi  after  the  river 
was  opened  to  navigation  by  the  surrenders  of  Vicksburg  and  Port 
Hudson,  reaching  Greenfield  on  the  3d  of  August,  The  men  were 
furloughed  for  a  short  time  while  the  final  papers  were  being  pre- 
pared, but  re-assembled  and  were  mustered  out  on  the  14th.  Dur- 
ing its  service  the  command  lost  90  men  by  death  from  disease, 
and  but  three  by  desertion, — the  latter  a  showing  equaled  by  not 
more  than  one  other  regiment  from  the  state. 
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*ith  the  rest  of  the  division  in  the  direction  of  Port  Hud- 
1  some  three  miles  of  which  it  bivouacked  on  the  aftcr- 
e  14th.    During  that  night  Admiral  Fnrragut  ran  the 
ith  a  portion  of  his  fleet,  and  the  object  of  the  expedition 
accomplished  the  land  force  marched  back  toward  Baton 
t  dav.the  Fiftv-third  halting  some  five  miles  short  of  the 
smaining  in  camp  there  till  the  -Oth — in  the  mean  time 
t  in  an  eventless  excursion  toward  Clinton, 
sion  returned  to  Baton  Rouge  on  the  20th,  and  the  regi- 
mpied  its  cam])  below  the  city,  remaining  there  till  the 
il,  when  it  embarked  for  Algiers,  opposite  New  Orleans, 
there  the  2d,  it  encamped  for  a  week,  when  cars  were 
Brashear  City,  from  which  an  expedition  was  about  to 
icross  the  Teche  country, — the  object  being  to  rid  that 
any  formidable  bands  of  Confederates  previous  to  the 
in  force  against  Port  Hudson.    On  the  11th  the  regiment 
ght  miles  to  Pattersonville,  and  the  next  day  moved  for- 
four  miles,  pushing  the  enemy's  skirmishers  back  the 
the  distance  till  bis  main  works  were  approached.  An 
gagcincnt  took  place  during  the  rest  of  that  day,  and 
d  the  following  morning,  with  the  regiment  in  supj)ort 
r,  but  in  the  afternoon*  it  advanced  toward  the  hostile 
s.  baiting  for  the  night  in  a  position  within  400  feet 
y'rt  lines.    During  the  day  the  loss  of  the  Fifty-third 
illed,  including  Lieutenant  Nutting,  and  11  wounded. 

of  the  14th  the  regiment  moved  forward,  to  find  that 
bad  ietreated  during  the  night,  and  its  colors  were 
vave  over  Fort  Bisland. 

f  that  day  the  pursuit  of  the  Confederates  was  begun, 
rd  inarching  up  the  left  bank  of  the  Teche  to  Franklin, 
he  way,  and  next  day  rejoining  the  division,  which  had 
the  other  bank  of  the  river.  The  pursuit,  with  some 
with  the  enemy's  roar  guard,  was  continued  to  Opelou- 
as  reached  on  the  20th,  after  a  vcrv  fatiguing  inarch, 
was  made  till  the  5th  of  May,  when  the  column  &M  out 
ia  on  the  Red  river,  making  the  hundred  miles  in  four 

resting  there  ten  days  the  retrograde  movement  toward 
heiran,  the  march  to  Siiuiusport  on  the  Atehafalaya 

thfl  loth  and  ending  mi  I  he  18th,    There  thr  Third  and 
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Company  C — Captain.  John  F.  Ashley;  first  lieutenant.  Charles 
W.  Upliain,  both  of  (Jardner:  second  lieutenant,  John  1>.  Ed  gel  1  of 
Templeton. 

Company  H— Captain,  Lyman  Woodward  of  Hubbardston  ;  first 
lieutenant,  George  K.  Priest  of  Watertown  ;  second  lieutenant,  Kus- 
sell  Carruth  of  Phi  Hips  ton. 

Company  I  —  Captain.  Edward  R.  Washburn  of  Lancaster:  first 
lieutenant,  Josiah  11.  Vose :  second  lieutenant,  William  T.  Freeman, 
both  of  Clinton. 

Company  K — Captain,  Samuel  B.  Beaman  of  Princeton:  first  lieu- 
tenant. Pierson  T.  K.  Burpee  :  second  lieutenant,  Edward  W.  Toombs, 
both  of  Sterling. 

• 

The  regiment  received  orders  on  the  18th  of  November  to  report 
to  General  Hanks  at  New  York,  and  11  davs  later  left  for  that  citv 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barrett.  Colonel  Kimball, 
who  during  the  summer  and  fall  had  as  lieutenant  colonel  been  in 
command  of  the  Fifteenth  Regiment,  joined  the  Fifty-third  and  took 
command  upon  their  arrival  at  New  York.  Reaching  that  city  on 
the  30th,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Camp  Banks  on  Long  Island, 
where  it  remained  but  a  few  days,  the  men  having  no  other  protec- 
tion from  the  severe  weather  than  was  afforded  by  their  shelter 
tents.  The  command  was  then  transferred  to  the  Franklin  Street 
Barracks  in  New  York,  where  it  remained  till  January  IT.  1863, 
when  it  embarked  on  the  steamer  Continental,  reaching  New  Orleans 
alter  a  stormy  passage  of  1*2  days  and  going  into  camp  at  Carrollton. 
being  assigned  to  the  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division.  The  other 
regiments  of  the  brigade  were  the  Thirty-first  and  Thirty-eight 
Massachusetts,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-sixth  and  One  Hundred  and 
Seventy-Fifth  New  York.  Colonel  Gooding  of  the  Thirty-first  com- 
manded the  brigade  and  General  Emory  the  division. 

After  six  weeks  devoted  to  drill,  discipline  and  camp  duty,  the 
regiment  on  the  bth  of  March  took  steamer  and  ascended  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  Baton  Rouge,  where  troops  were  being  concentrated  in 
readiness  for  the  preliminary  movements  against  Port  Hudson. 
Encamping  three  miles  below  the  city,  the  command  was  on  the 
12th  ordered  on  a  reconnaissance  up  the  river,  and  embarking  on 
two  transports,  convoyed  by  a  gun-boat,  it  ascended  some  live  miles, 
when  it  debarked  and  with  a  squad  of  cavalry  in  advance  penetrated 
to  the  Bayou  Sara  road,  driving  in  the  enemy's  outposts  aud  return- 
ing by  the  road  to  Baton  Rouge,  which  was  reached  the  same  after- 
noon, some  forage  being  brought  in.    Next  evening  the  regiment 
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,  some  25  or  30  miles  to  the  northeast — a  four-days' 
yhich  the  command  suffered  much  from  the  heat,  but 
its  purpose  without  a  fight.  After  the  return  a  sea- 
lsued  till  the  evening  of  the  13th,  when  the  regiment 
o  form  part  of  the  storming  column  for  an  assault  on 
dawn  of  the  following  morning.  With  the  Thirty- 
nt,  the  Fifty-third  supported  two  other  regiments 
kirniishers,  and  advanced  under  a  heavy  fire.  The 
ge  was  bravely  responded  to,  some  of  the  men  even 
Confederate  lines  and  being  captured ;  but  the  force 
te  and  the  slaughter  so  terrible  that  the  survivors 
o  seek  shelter  at  the  foot  of  a  slight  hill  close  by, 
mained  through  the  day,  being  unable  till  dark  to  re- 
st their  wounded.  The  eight  companies  of  the  regi- 
part — two  being  on  detached  duty  during  the  entire 
id  a  total  of  some  300  present,  of  whom  18  were 
ly  wounded,  and  G8  wounded.  Among  the  killed  was 
over  of  Company  C.  On  the  same  day  Lieutenant 
wounds  previously  received. 

heroic  endeavor  the  Fifty-third  rested  till  the  10th, 
ain  went  to  the  front  to  support  a  battery,  in  which 
remained  till  the  surrender  of  Port  Hudson.  Thev 
ed  picket  duty  a  few  miles  to  the  rear  for  two  days, 
rard  Baton  Rouge  on  the  11th  of  July  and  reached 
f.  On  the  15th  the  regiment  took  transport  for  Don- 
here  it  encamped  near  the  junction  of  Bayou  Fourche 
ssippi  till  the  2d  of  August,  when  it  returned  to  Baton 
days  later  it  set  out  for  home,  embarking  on  the 
ar  for  Cairo,  III.,  taking  cars  thence  on  the  19th  and 
lbnrgon  the  -4th.  Altera  formal  reception  the  mcm- 
oughed  for  a  week,  when  they  re-assembled  at  Camp 
on  the  -d  of  September,  the  final  papers  having  been 
c  command  was  mustered  out  by  Captain  Lawrence, 
officers  and  men  composing  the  regiment,  10")  gave 
•r  their  country  during  the  term  of  service,  33  being 
c  or  dying  of  wounds  and  132  from  disease, — a  total 
ich  exceeding  that  of  any  other  nine-months'  regiment 
j.  The  Fort \ -ninth  Regiment  onlv  of  the  short-term 
lost  a  larger  number  killed  in  action. 


MASSACHUSETTS  IS  THE  W  AR. 


Fourth  IHviaion-.  gathered  for  the  movement  against  the  Confederate 
Hf.ronghold  from  above,  while  the  oth<*r  two  divisions  of  the  corps 
*:*>-< >\r*'r'ii\*-A  from  U-low,  tiie  main  b^dy  leaving  >imnisj*>rt  on  the 
21  r.  The  Fifty-third  remained  on  guard  at  Simrnsport  till  even- 
in  tr  of  the  22d,  when  they  took  a  transport  for  Bayou  Sara,  and  on 
reaching  there  at  onee  marched  to  join  the  division,  which,  12  miles 
distant,  was  already  drawing  near  to  Port  Iludson. 

Rejoining  its  brigade  during  the  23d,  the  regiment  was  that  night 
placed  on  picket,  and  the  following  day  was  seleeted  as  guard  to 
the  engineer  corps,  leading  the  column  in  the  advance.  Some  skir- 
mishing took  place  during  the  day,  while  the  engineers  were  select- 
ing the  route  through  the  forest,  and  the  night  which  followed  was 
parsed  by  the  regiment  in  the  woods  remote  from  support-  The 
command  returned  to  the  brigade  in  the  morning,  but  soon  after 
noon  wjih  advanced  to  support  the  skifmishers,  relieving  a  portion 
of  the  line  at  dusk  and  soon  after  finding  itself  fired  upon  by 
troops  from  the  rear  as  well  as  the  enemy  in  front.  It  was  relieved 
in  the  morning  after  having  repulsed  an  advance  of  the  Confeder- 
ates, and  was  not  further  engaged  till  the  assault  on  the  27th. 

At  t  he  opening  of  the  battle  on  that  day  it  was  formed  in  support 
of  the  Thirty-eighth  Massachusetts,  and  was  presently  detached  for 
the  support  of  t  wo  batteries,  but -sometime  before  noon  was  ordered 
to  relieve  the  Ninety-first  New  York  on  the  skirmish  line  at  the 
brow  of  a  hill  within  200  feet  of  the  Confederate  intrenchments. 
This  position  was  held  for  more  than  24  hours,  under  the  fire  ol 
the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  by  which  the  regiment  lost  a  number 
wounded,  including  Captain  George  H.  Bailey  of  Company  A,  just 
commissioned,  who  died  during  the  27th.  (This  company  was  es- 
pecially unfortunate  in  the  loss  of  its  officers ;  Captain  Miles  h;ei 
resigned  before  the  regiment  left  New  York  ;  Captain  Bailey  was 
succeeded  by  Jerome  lv.  Taft,  who  had  already  been  promoted  from 
sergeant  to  first  lieutenant  vice  Nutting  killed,  Captain  Taft  in  turn 
living  of  wounds  on  the  2d  of  Julv.)  Beinir  relieved  the  regiment 
rejoined  the  brigade  at  the  right,  and  till  and  during  the  l>t  et 
June  was  occupied  in  picket  and  fatigue  duty.  That  evening  it 
relieved  the  Fourth  Wisconsin  at  the  front,  remaining  till  the  4th. 
during  which  time  it  hail  two  men  killed  and  three  wounded 

Karly  in  the  morning  of  the  .">th  it  set  out  as  part  of  an  expedi- 
tion to  drive  awav  a  threatening  b  ind  of  hostile  cavalrv  in  the  vicin- 


Digitized  by  Google 


TUB  FIFTY-FOURTH  REGIMENT.  073  ' 

.  Bridgham  of  Brickfield,  Me.;  adjutant,  Garth  W.  Jatnes 
*t.  1?.  I.:  quartermaster.  Johnv  Ritchie  of  Boston  ;  sergeant 
via  H.  Douglass;  commissary  sergeant.  Arthur  B.  Lee  of 
Dspital  steward,  Theodore  J.  Becker  of  Fitehburg;  principal 
Thomas  E.  Platner. 

y  A — Captain,  John  W.  M.  Applcton  of  Boston;  first  lieu- 
dliam  II.  Homans  of  Maiden. 

v  B — Captain,  Samuel  Willard  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant, 
Walton  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.:  second  lieutenant,  Thomas  L. 
af  Brighton. 

y  C — First  lieutenant.  James  W.  (irace  of  Xew  Bedford; 
itenant,  Benjamin  F.  Dexter  of  Boston, 
y  D — Captain,  Edward  L.  Jones  of  Boston  ;  first  lieuten- 
,rd  H.  L.  Jewett,  of  Chicago.  111. 

y  E — Captain,  Luis  F.  Emilio  of  Salem:  second  lieutenant, 
d  of  Bostou. 

y  F — Captain,  Watson  \V.  Bridge  of  Springfield  :  second 

Alexander  Johnston  of  Manchester,  N.  II. 
y  (r—  First  lieutenant,  Orin  E.  Smith  of  Webster;  second 

James  A.  Pratt  of  West  Roxlmrv. 

V  II — Captain,  Cabot  J.  Russol  of  New  York  City;  second 
Willard  Howard  of  Boston. 

r  I — Captain,  George  Pope  of  Brookline:  first  lieutenant. 
Iligginson;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  E.  Tucker,  both  of 

•  K — Captain,  William  II.  Simpkins  of  West  Roxbury; 
:enant,  Henry  W.  Littlefield  of  Milton. 

at  the  time  of  leaving  the  state  the  roster  of  officers 
illv  filled;  but  while  some  nccessarilv  remained  to  assist 
ation  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Regiment,  others  were  on  staff 
duty  from  which  they  did  not  return  to  their  places  in 
urtb.  and  vet  others  did  not  report  for  service.  The 
rt  camp  on  tilt!  28th  of  May,  18(13,  under  orders  to  rc- 
L»ra1  David  Hunter,  commanding  the  Department  of  the 
ram  to  Boston,  and  after  being  reviewed  on  the  Com- 
crnor  Andrew  embarked  from  Battery  Wharf  on  the 
e  Molay.    (hi  reporting  at  Hilton  Head  with  his  rcgi* 
\9  Colonel  Shaw  was  directed  to  proceed  to  Beaufort, 
ansport  arrived  the  same  day,  and  on  the  4th  the  regi- 
:ed  and  went  into  camp  on  Thompson's  Plantation,  a 
e  out  of  town.    Alter  a  stop  there  of  four  days,  dur- 
ails  assisted  on  fortifications  being  built  in  the  vicinity, 
•  was  directed  to  report  with  bis  regiment  to  Colonel 
omen*  of  the  Second  South  Carolina  ReirimeiYUM'AV\vYv\vA 
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THE  Fifty-fourth  Regiment  was  recruited  under  authority 
granted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  an  order  dated  January 
2G,  18G3,  authorizing  Governor  Andrew  to  include  in  tlio 
troops  which  he  was  to  raise  u  persons  of  African  descent,  organ- 
ized into  special  corps."  This  authority  reached  Massachusetts 
four  davs  after  its  date,  and  on  the  9th  of  February  reeruitimr  betrau 
at  Boston  for  the  proposed  colored  regiment,  to  be  ofheered  by  white 
men.  A  squad  of  27  forming  the  nucleus  of  the  organization 
reached  Camp  Meigs  at  Readvillc  on  the  21st,  and  by  the  close  of 
March  four  companies  had  been  filled  and  mustered.  Three  more 
were  mustered  April  23,  and  the  remainder  May  13,  when  the  regi- 
ment was  more  than  filled,  the  surplus  going  to  form  the  Fifty-fifth 
Regiment.  The  men  came  from  all  parts  of  Massachusetts  and  from 
many  other  states,  actuated  by  patriotic  motives  alone,  as  no  bounty 
was  ottered,  though  tff>0  per  man  was  voluntarily  paid  by  the  state 
after  the  regiment  was  filled.  The  matter  of  securing  proper  offi- 
cers for  this  special  corps  was  an  important  one,  to  which  the  gov- 
ernor gave  careful  attention,  and  his  selections  seem  generally  to 
have  been  made  with  excellent  judgment.  Captain  Rol>ert  0. 
Shaw  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
major  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  regiment  during  its  formation, 
being  commissioned  colonel  April  17,  with  Captain  N.  P.  Hallowell 
of  the  Twentieth  Regiment  as  lieutenant  colonel.  The  latter  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  Fifty-fifth,  however,  and  did  not  after- 
ward serve  with  the  Fifty-fourth.  It  was  also  found  necessary  to 
assign  several  other  ofiicers  from  the  completed  regiment  to  the 
Fifty-fifth,  so  that  when  the  Fifty-fourth  left  the  state  it  was  with  a 
somewhat  incomplete  roster.  The  list  in  actual  service  at  that  rime 
was  as  follows:— 

Colonel.  Robert  (i.  Shaw  of  Boston  ;  major,  Edward  N.  Hallowell 
of  Medford;  surgeon,  Lincoln  R.  Stone  of  Salem;  assistant  surgeon. 
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went  aboard  a  transport,  the  embarkation  by  means  of 
apidatcd  long  boat  taking  all  night.    Colonel  Shaw  was 
;d  to  report  with  his  regiment  to  General  George  C. 
Morris  Island,  and  at  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
insport  made  its  way  to  Pawnee  Landing  on  Folly  Island, 
•egiment  debarked  and  at  once  begun  the  march  of  some 
;ht  House  Inlet.    It  reached  there  at  2  o'clock  and  after 
ed  the  inlet  to  Morris  Island,  reporting  to  General  Strong 
lock  that  evening,  without  rations  and  worn  out  with  loss 
r  two  nights  and  the  hardships  endured.    The  Fifty- 
lbered  some  000  men.  and  was  assigned  to  lead  the  ad- 
eneral  Strong's  Brigade  in  the  contemplated  assault  on 
er, — the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  being  the  Ninth 
rd  New  Hampshire,  Sixth  Connecticut,  Forty-eight  New 
seventy-sixth  Pennsylvania.    The  regiment  marched  to 
f  the  column  and  formed  liv  w intra.  Colonel  Shaw  in  im- 
nmiand  of  the  right  wing  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  E.  N. 
)f  Ihe  left  wim:.    The  men  loaded  but  did  not  cap  their 
1  bayonets,  and  with  no  incumbrance  1  >f it  their  equipments 
vard  at  the  word  of  command  in  the  most  heroic  manner, 
ance  at  quick  lime  was  steady  and  the  artillery  lire  to 
regiment  was  subjected  was  not  effective  till  Vincent's 
e  -00  vards  in  front  of  the  fort,  was  reached.  There 
nd  the  sea  approach  each  other  within  100  feet,  and  on 
•causeway  the  concentrated  lire  of  the  enemy's  batteries 
y  was  poured.    Great  numbers  fell,  but  the  undaunted 
forward  at  a  double-quick,  following  their  gallant  young 
Sibling  into  the  huge  holes  blown  by  exploding  shells 
nion  gun-boats,  mutilated  by  the  torpedoes  which  cx- 
Itll  them,  till  the  outer  works  wen?  reached.    A  terrible 
I  as  direct  lire  of  artillery  and  musketry  was  encoun- 
it  moment,  bur  what  was  left  of  the  line  closed  to  the 
imbed  upon  the  curtain  where,  both  Hags  were  planted 
pet.  and  about  them  for  a  short  time  a  hand  to  baud 
ice.    The  Confederates  who  had  mounted  the  parapet 
>ack  and  the  lire  of  some  of  the  guns  was  prevented  by 
of  the  survivors  of  the  Fiftv-fourtli,  who  dung  to  the 

•orks,  and  when  later  the  Sixth  Connecticut  and  Forty- 

'ork  m  ide  a  charge  and  effected  a  lodgment  \\\sw\v  \Y.« 
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on  St.  Simon's  Island  off  the  Georgia  coast  some  GO  miles  suith 
of  Savannah.  The  regiment went  aboard  the  Pe  Molay  and  reached 
its  destination  the  following  day,  debarking  at  New  Frederica  and 
bivouacking  for  the  night.  Next  afternoon  eight  companies  of  the 
Fifty-fourth  with  a  part  of  the  Second  South  Carolina,  tin*  whole 
commanded  by  Colonel  Montgomery,  embarked  on  the  steamer 
Sentinel  and  proceeded  up  the  Altamaha  river,  reaching  Darien  the 
next  day.  The  place  was  found  deserted,  the  inhabitants  having 
received  news  of  the  coming  expedition  and  retired  to  the  interior, 
taking  their  slaves  with  them.  The  town  was  burned,  by  order  of 
Colonel  Montgomery  and  much  against  the  wish  of  the  Fifty-fourth 
officers  and  men,  and  with  no  other  prize  than  a  schooner  load  of 
cotton  the  party  returned  to  Frederica.  After  encamping  there  for 
two  weeks  the  Fifty-fourth  again  followed  Colonel  Montgomery,  this 
time  to  Hilton  Head  by  the  Transport  Ben  Deford,  where  it  re- 
ported on  the  25th  and  proceeded  at  once  to  St.  Helena  Island,  and 
going  into  camp  a  mile  from  the  landing  remained  for  two  weeks 
busy  with  drill  and  camp  duties. 

The  brigade  under  Colonel  Montgomery — the  two  regiments — 
again  embarked  on  the  8th  of  July  and  proceeded  to  Stono  Inlet, 
where  it  was  made  part  of  the  force  under  General  A.  II.  Terry 
destined  for  an  expedition  to  James  Island.  A  landing  was  made 
on  the  11th  and  a  position  occupied  some  two  miles  from  the  Con- 
federate works  at  Secession ville.  The  Fifty-fourth  were  first  called 
to  action  on  the  morning  of  the  lb'th,  when  a  force  of  the  enemy 
made  a  strong  attack  under  command  of  General  Hagood,  the  brunt 
of  which  fell  upon  Colonel  Shaw's  command.  The  attack  was  gal- 
lantlv  met  bvthe  Fiftv-fourth,  their  determined  resistance  irivinjrtime 
for  the  formation  of  the  division  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  pickets  of 
the  Tenth  Connecticut,  which  were  in  danger  of  capture.  Two  com- 
panies of  the  regiment  were  cut  off  during  the  light,  but  refused  to 
surrender  and  fought  their  way  back  to  the  main  body,  though  with 
serious  lo.ss.  The  attack  was  repulsed  after  two  hours  of  fighting, 
when  the  Fifty-fourth  reoccupied  the  battle-field,  having  lost  in  the 
emrairement  14  killed,  18  wounded  and  13  missinir. 

That  niirht  the  island  was  evacuated,  the  column  marching  through 
a  heavv  rain  storm  over  a  dangerous  and  very  difficult  route  to 
Cole's  Island.  There  the  regiment  lav  during  the  following  day  in 
the  glare  of  a  July  sun,  and  at  night,  with  the  rain  again  pouring 
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ilrcady  been  advanced  from  major  to  lieutenant  colonel, 
nissioned  colonel,  Henry  N.  Hooper  of  Roxbury  became 
;  colonel,  and  Captain  Appleton  was  promoted  to  the 

These  commissions  dated  from  July  18,  but  the  officers 
re  not  mustered  to  the  positions  till  a  long  time  afterward, 
jel  Harrison  of  Pittsfield  was  commissioned  chaplain  from 

September.  Under  Colonel  Littlcfield  the  regiment  was 
*  employed  in  fatigue  duty,  principally  upon  the  fortifica- 
1  when  on  the  7th  of  September  the  approaches  had  been 
jsc  to  the  fort  and  it  was  deserted  by  the  Confederates, 
f  the  Fifty-fourth,  being  at  work  on  detail  in  the  vicinity, 
ig  the  first  to  enter  the  walls.  Colonel  Ilallowell  resumed 
and  of  the  regiment  October  17,  having  recovered  from 
s  reeeived  at  Fort  Wagner,  and  somewhat  later  a  hundred 
ere  reeeived  from  the  North,  which  with  the  return  of 
•nts  restored  the  command  to  respectable  numbers.  The 
■rtifying  continued  till  the  close  of  the  year,  when,  the 
ng  considered  sufficiently  formidable,  the  regiment  was 

weeks  allowed  to  perfect  itself  in  drill  and  the  regular 
he  camp. 

January,  lSt>4,  an  expedition  to  Florida  under  command 
Se\  mour  was  organized,  of  which  the  Fiftv-fourth  formed 
10  regiment  left  camp  the  29th  and  reported  at  the  ren- 
Hilton  Head  the  following  day,  encamping  outside  the 
is  till  the  5th  of  February,  when  the  entire  force  sailed 
ville  and  landed  there  on  the  7th;  the  Fiftv-fourth  being 
iinent  ashore  and  receiving  the  fire  of  the  Confederate 
he  regimental  headquarters  with  four  companies  re- 
thc  town  till  the  18th,  when  they  pushed  forward  to 
Ml  miles  westward,  where  on  the  evening  of  the  10th 
•anies  under  Major  Appleton  were  overtaken.    A  march 
next  dav  hrouifht  the  regiment  to  the  battle-liehl  of 
•re  it  was  actively  engaged.    It  formed  the  roar  guard, 

•  •      •  •  • 

withdrawal  of  General  Seymour's  main  body,  and  by 
e  advance  against  the  enemy  doing  much  to  save  the 
from  utter  rout.  Its  logs  out  of  a  little  over  500  taken 
as  l*j  killed.  ISli  wounded  and  eight  missing.  Late  in 
•f  the  22U  Jacksonville  was  again  entered,  the  regiment 
e  last  11  miles  of  the  distance  drawn  in  a  disabled Ioca* 
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fort  at  another  point  some  of  the  Massachusetts  men  made  their 
way  inside,  where  Captains  Appleton  and  Jones  were  wounded. 
When  at  length  it  became  necessary  to  retire  owing  to  the  utterly 
hopeless  nature  of  the  struggle,  Captain  Emilio,  the  junior  captain 
of  the  regiment,  rallied  the  fragments  of  the  Fifty-fourth  at  a  j>oint 
some  700  yards  from  Fort  Wagner,  and  with  some  fugitive  white 
soldiers  also  rallied  at  the  same  point  added  to  his  meager  force 
held  an  important  part  of  the  front  line  in  readiness  to  repel  the 
expected  sortie  from  the  fort.  The  latter  was  not  made,  however, 
and  in  the  morning  the  soldiers  of  the  Fifty-fourth  were  relieved 
by  General  Stevenson  with  the  Tenth  Connecticut. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  had  been  severe,  especially  in  officers, 
Captain  Emilio  being  the  only  one  above  the  rank  of  lieutenant  left 
for  duty.  Colonel  Shaw  had  been  killed  on  the  parapet,  and  Cap- 
tains Russel  and  Simpkins  were  also  among  the  slain.  The  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  adjutant  and  nine  other  commissioned  officers  were 
wounded.  Of  the  enlisted  men,  20  were  known  to  be  killed,  102 
were  missing  and  125  wounded,  making  a  total  loss  of  261.  Of  the 
missing  many  were  never  traced  afterward  and  were  undoubtedly 
among  the  slain.  During  the  19th  Captain  Emilio  was  directed  to 
report  his  command  as  a  part  of  General  Stevenson's  Third  Brigade, 
the  other  regiments  of  which  were  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts, 
Tenth  Connecticut,  Xinetv-seventh  Pennsvlvania  and  Second  South 
Carolina.  The  regiment  encamped  near  the  landing  on  Morris 
Island  and  was  at  once  engaged  in  fatigue  duty,  constructing  the 
intrenchmcnts  and  parallels  by  which  the  operations  against  Fort 
Wagner  were  carried  on.  Captain  Emilio  retained  the  command 
till  the  22d,  when  Captain  D.  A.  Partridge  of  Medway,  who  had 
been  left  sick  in  Massachusetts,  joined  the  regiment  and  took  com- 
mand, ranking  Emilio;  but  two  days  later  Colonel  M.  S.  LittlchVM 
of  the  Fourth  South  Carolina  was  temporarily  placed  in  command 
of  the  Fifty-fourth  by  order  of  General  Gilniore.  On  the  24th  «»f 
August  another  change  in  the  brigade  was  made,  the  colored  regi- 
ments, the  Second  South  Carolina  and  Third  United  States,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  Fifty-fourth, being  gathered  in  a  brigade  known  as  the 
Fourth,  under  command  of  Colonel  Montgomery.  The  number 
of  the  brigade  was  soon  after  changed  to  the  Third,  but  without 
•  ■hangc  in  its  composition. 

In  consequence  of  the  death  of  Colonel  Shaw,  E.  X.  Hallowril. 
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ded  to  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  pr  of  promoting  their 
md  capable  enlisted  men  to  serve  as  officers,  even  in  regi- 
their  own  color. 

companies  of  the  Fifty-fourth  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
»vere  transported  on  the  27th  of  November  to  Hilton  Head, 
ey  became  part  of  Colonel  Ilartwell's  Second  Brigade,  the 
pments  being  the  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  and  the  Twenty- 

1  One  Hundred  and  Second  United  States  Colored  Troops — 

2  forming  part  of  the  Coast  Division  under  General  Hatch, 
sion  was  transferred  on  the  2t*th  to  Bovd's  Xcck  on  Broad 
ere  it  debarked,  and  the  following  day,  after  marching  a 
j  inland,  encountered  the  enemy  at  Honey  Hill.    Six  com- 

the  Fifty-fourth  took  part  in  the  fight  which  succeeded, 
om  uoon  till  after  dark,  and  these  were  separated,  four 
the  right  and  two  at  the  left  ;  but  the  detachments  fought 
ng  three  killed,  including  First  Lieutenant  David  Reed,  38 
and  four  missing.    Colonel  Ilartwell  was  wounded  in  the 
I  Colonel  Silliman  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  bri- 
lat  night  a  retreat  was  made  to  the  landing,  but  on  the  1st 
ber  the  lines  were  advanced  two  miles  and  intrenched, 
ion  remained  there  but  a  few  days,  however,  and  on  the 
le  Oth  the  regiment  followed  other  troops  of  the  command 
ifenny  river,  landing  at  Deveau  Neck,  where  in  anengage- 
the  *.»th  Colonel  Silliman.  the  brigade  commander,  was 
vounded.    Colonel  Hallowell,  who  had  just ' rejoined  his 
ifter  commanding  the  post  on  Morris  Island,  took  com- 
be brigade,  an  intrenched  position  near  the  Charleston 
nab  Railroad  being  occupied. 

'iment  crossed  the  Tilifenny  to  Graham's  Neck  on  the 
January  lf>,  l.Sbo,  at  Poeotaligo,  live  miles  distant,  met 
eenth  Corps  of  General  Sherman's  army,  which  in  the 
of  February  began  its  march  toward  Charleston.  After 
air's  corps,  the  Fifty-fourth  returned  to  its  camp  at  Tili- 
after  Sherman's  army  had  moved  northward  Hatch's 
dun,  of  which  the  Fifty-fourth  formed  part,  held  Poeo- 
icrman's  base  of  supplies,  making  demonstrations,  mean- 
tss  the  Sallahatchie  and  Cambahec  rivers,  held  by  small 
e  enemy.    The  latter  river  was  crossed  on  the  16th  and 
moved  along  the  line  of  the  railroad  toward  Charleston, 


Digitized  by  Google 


67S 


MASSACHUSETTS  JiV  THE  WAR., 


motive  and  train  of  cars  loaded  with  wounded.  The  ofiieial  report 
of  the  affair  records  that  the  Fifty-fourth  had  within  102  hours 
marched  120  miles  and  engaged  for  four  hours  in  a  hard-fought  bat- 
tie,  yet  returned  to  camp  without  a  straggler. 

Then  followed  some  months  of  comparative  inactivity,  during 
which  the  regiment  remained  at  Jacksonville  till  the  17th  of  April, 
wlicn  it  went  aboard  transports  and  landed  on  Morris  Island  next 
day.  Four  companies  were  detailed  to  garrison  various  points  in  the 
vicinity,  while  the  others  went  into  camp.  The  location  was  under 
fire  from  the  Confederate  batteries,  by  which  two  men  were  killed. 

A  movement  to  James  Island  began  on  the  1st  of  July,  the  Fifty- 
fourth,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hooper,  forming  part  of  a  provisional 
brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  William  Heine  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Third  New  York,  General  Sehimmclfennig  command- 
ing the  column.  The  troops,  gathering  on  Folly  Island,  moved  dur- 
ing the  night  across  Cole  Island  and  next  morning  landed  on  Jam<*s 
Island,  where  the  Fifty-fourth  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the  field 
of  their  first  battle  of  a  year  before.  This  line  was  held  during  the 
day  under  a  harmless  artillery  fire,  though  owing  to  the  intense 
heat  more  than  T>0  men  in  the  regiment  suffered  sun-strokes,  some 
of  them  fatal.  The  force  was  withdrawn  from  the  island  on 
the  10th  and  the  Fifty-fourth  returned  to  their  cam})  on  Morris 
Island,  where  the  remainder  of  the  summer  and  autumn  were  passed. 
Six  companies  were  specially  detailed  on  the  7th  of  September  to 
guard  000  Confederate  officers  who  were  placed  near  Fort  Wagner 
under  fire  of  the  rebel  batteries,  in  retaliation  for  the  exposure  of 
Union  officers  in  the  city  of  Charleston  to  the  fire  of  the  loyal  artil- 
lery. This  duty  continued  till  the  21st  of  October,  when  the  prison- 
ers were  removed  and  the  detail  returned  to  the  regiment. 

For  10  months  after  entering  the  service  the  men  of  the  regiment 
had  received  no  pay.  Seven  times  they  had  been  mustered  and  810 
a  month  offered  them ;  but  as  often  every  one  had  refused  to  take 
less  than  the  *13  a  month  paid  to  white  soldiers,  to  which  they 
were  entitled  according  to  the  terms  of  their  enlistment.  Finally 
on  the  28th  of  September  the  victory  was  won  and  the  men  were 
paid  the  amount  to  which  they  were  entitled;  the  gross  sum  being 
8100,000,  of  which  it  is  recorded  that  two-thirds  the  entire  amount 
was  sent  home  to  families  and  relatives.  At  the  same  time  the 
colored  man  had  not  been  recognized  to  the  extent  of  admitting 
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t  in  which  the  regiment  had  part.  On  the  21st  news  was 
>f  the  truce  between  Generals  Sherman  and  Johnston,  and 
th  Georgetown  was  re-entered.  During  the  raid,  track  and 
d  been  destroyed  and  manv  slaves  liberated,  the  division 
;  upon  the  country. 

Lfiment  returned  to  Charleston  on  the  6th  of  May,  where 
ters  and  a  portion  of  the  command  remained,  but  a  largo 
was  distributed  at  various  points  in  the  state  engaged  in 
garrison  duty.    This  arrangement  continued  till  the  17th 
,  when  the  command  was  assembled  at  Mount  Pleasant 
aking  of  the  final  rolls  preparatory  to  the  muster-out. 
;  occurred  on  the  20th  and  the  following  day  the  regiment 
(he  right  wing  on  the  C.  F.  Thomas  and  the  left  on  the  * 
Jnited  States  transports,  which  reached  Gallop's  Island 
iarbor  on  the  27th  and  28th  respectively.    The  men  were 
1st  of  September,  and  the  next  day,  after  proudly  march- 
he  city,  the  command  disbanded  on  Huston  Common. 
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rain  falling  almost  incessantly,  the  roads  being  necessarily  very 
bad,  and  almost  daily  skirmishes  occurring.  The  Ashley  river  was 
reached  opposite  Charleston  February  23,  the  city  having  been 
evacuated  by  the  Confederates  five  days  before ;  the  river  was  crossed 
and  the  city  entered  on  the  27th,  where  the  regiment  found  its  two 

■ 

companies,  B  and  F,  which  had  been  left  on  Morris  Island.  Those 
companies  had  entered  the  city  directly  after  its  evacuation,  being 
among  the  first  Union  soldiers  to  do  so.  During  this  time  Second 
Lieutenant  Frederick  H.  Webster  of  Boston  had  died  of  disease. 
January  25,  and  about  the  same  time  Sergeant  Stephen  A.  Swails,of 
Elmira,  N.  Y.,who  had  long  before  been  commissioned  bv  Governor 
Andrew,  was,  by  authority  of  an  order  from  the  War  Department, 
mustered  in  that  rank, — being  one  of  the  first  colored  men  to  become 
a  commissioned  oflicer  in  the  United  States  service.  Before  the 
regiment's  term  closed,  however,  four  others  were  commissioned, 
two  of  whom  were  mustered  as- officers  in  the  Fifty-fourth. 

On  the  12th  of  March  the  regiment  set  out  by  transport  for 
Savannah,  where  brigaded  with  the  Thirty-third  and  One  Hundred 
and  Second  Colored  Troops  it  remained  till  the  27th.  It  then  took 
passage  for  Georgetown,  S.  C,  where  it  arrived  on  the  31st,  having 
been  driven  into  Charleston  Harbor  by  a  storm.  A  provisional 
division  was  organized  at  Georgetown  under  command  of  General 
Edward  E.  Potter  for  a  raid  into  central  South  Carolina,  of  which 
the  Second  Brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Hallowell,  consisted  of 
the  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts,  Thirty-second  and  One  Hundred  and 
Second  Colored  Troops.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hooper  commanded 
the  Fifty-fourth.  The  expedition  set  forth  on  the  5th  of  April  and 
was  absent  for  20  davs,  ineessantlv  marchimr,  skirmishing  or  en- 
gaged  in  fatigue  duty.  On  the  7th  a  detachment  from  the  regi- 
ment engaged  in  the  destruction  of  a  bridge  over  Black  river  had 
a  skirmish  with  the  enemy  and  lost  four  wounded;  the  night  of 
the  Sth  was  occupied  by  the  building  of  a  bridge  at  Pocotaliiro 
Swamp.  The  Confederate  skirmishers  were  frequently  encountered. 
Lieutenant  Swails  and  two  men  being  wounded  on  the  12th. 

Camden  was  reached  on  (he  17th,  and  the  following  day  at  B«»\- 
kin's  Mills  the  enemy  was  encountered  in  some  force  but  was  driven 
back,  the  Fifty-fourth  losing  two  killed  and  20  wounded,  among  the 
former  First  Lieutentant  Edward  L.  Stevens  of  Brighton.  Next 
day  one  man  was  killed  and  four  wounded, — this  being  the  last  en- 
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yE — Captain.  Frank  Goodwin  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant, 
mnett  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  second  lieutenant,  Thomas  L. 
f  Cambridge. 

y  F — Captain,  Sigournoy  Wales  of  I  tad  ham  ;  first  lienten- 
rd  S.  Stimpson  of  Salem;  second  lieutenant,  Ezekiel  Fow- 
esbury. 

y  G —  Captain,  Robert  J.  Hamilton  of  Springfield;  first 
,  William  If.  Torrey  of  Foxboro  :  second  lieutenant, 
E.  Ladd  of  Groveland. 

y  H — Captain,  William  D.  Crane  of  Boston;  first  lieuten- 
lim  A.  Wood  of  Chelsea;  second  lieutenant,  Wiuthrop  P. 
f  Boston. 

y  I — Captain.  John  Gordon  of  Exeter.  N.  II.;  first  lien- 
mnis  H.  Jones  of  Boston  ;  second  lieutenant,  Alphonso 
Mtchburg. 

y  K — Captain,  Charles  C.  Soule  of  Brookline;  first  lieuten- 
lon  Holt  of  Andover;  second  lieutenant,  George  T.  Garri- 
ton. 

imcnt  was  armed  and  equipped  on  the  23d  of  June,  re- 
Tower  pattern  Enfield  rille,  and  on  the  Sunday  evening 
he  first  dress  parade  was  held  in  regular  form.  Thcnce- 
g  the  remainder  of  its  stay  ill  camp  the  command  was 
ie  use  of  weapons  and  the  various  branches  of  military 
ml  deportment.  A  band  was  also  organized  from  the 
n  of  the  regiment,  instruments  being  furnished  by  in- 
;nds ;  while  colored  women  of  Ohio  contributed  a  natioaal 
:iie  heavy  regulation  infantry  color,  the  latter  of  which 
it  was  not  entitled  to  carry.    It  was  therefore  left  in 

on  the  18th  of  July  Governor  Andrew  presented  the 
hi)  the  oilier  and  the  state  flag  of  Massachusetts.  Two 
the  regiment  left  camp,  going  by  railroad  to  Boston, 
barked  on  the  steamer  Cahawba,  under  instructions  to 

neral  Wild  at  Newborn,  X.  C. 

:d  at  Morehead  City  on  the  morning  of  the  2oth  and 
i  by  cars  reached  Xewbern  that  evening  bivouacking  on 
ik  below  Fort  Spinola.    Brigade  and  other  drills  were 
red,  and  on  the  night  of  the  29tll  orders  were  received 
rigadc  to  set  out  at  once  for  Charleston  Harbor  in  light 
ler.    Six  companies  of  the  Fifty-fifth  embarked  on  the 
le  Leaf  from  Fort  Spinola,  while  the  other  four  went 
nd  took  passage  on  schooners.    The  steamer  deposited 
Pawnee  Landing  on  Folly  Island  August  3,  the  men 
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THE  Fifty-fifth  Regiment,  like  the  Fifty-fourth,  was  composed 
of  colored  enlisted  men,  with  white  officers,  and  was  re- 
cruited in  the  spring  of  18G3  for  three  years'  service.  Its 
•  rendezvous  was  at  Fort  Meigs,  Readville,  and  its  organization  was 
begun  as  the  ranks  of  the  Fifty -fourth  were  filled,  several  of  the 
officers  commissioned  for  the  latter  regiment  being  detailed  to  in- 
struct and  discipline  the  recruits  for  the  Fifty-fifth,  of  which  they 
eventually  became  officers.  On  the  31st  of  May,  18<>3,  three  days 
after  the  departure  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Regiment,  the  first  five  com- 
panies of  the  Fifty-fifth  were  filled  and  mustered;  of  the  remain- 
ing live,  F  and  G  were  mustered  June  15  and  the  other  three  on 
the  2"2d.  The  officers  were  commissioned  from  the  15th  of  May 
till  near  the  close  of  June,  the  complete  list  being  as  follows : — 

Colonel.  Norman  P.  Hallowell  of  Cambridge;  lieutenant  colonel, 
Alfred  S.  Hartwell  of  Natick;  major.  Charles  B.  Fox  of  Dorchester: 
surgeon,  Willliam  S.  Brown  of  Boston;  assistant  surgeons,  Burt  G. 
Wilder  of  Newton  and  Warren  M.  Babbitt  of  Braintree  (from  August 
11);  chaplain,  William  Jackson  of  New  Bedford;  adjutant  William 
P.  Hallowell  of  Boston;  quartermaster,  George  B.  Mussey  of  Edgar- 
town  ;  sergeant  major,  James  M.  Trotter  ;  quartermaster  sergeant, 
Martin  K.  Becker  of  Kitchburg  :  commissary  sergeant.  Kichard  W. 
White;  hospital  steward,  lliehard  Ilecker;  principal  musician.  Eli  I>en. 

Company  A — Captain,  Charles  P.  Bowditch  of  Boston;  first  lieu- 
tenant, James  1).  Thurbor  of  Plymouth;  second  lieutenant,  Joseph 
T.  Nichols  of  Kovalston. 

Company  B — Captain,  Charles  E.  Grant  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant, 
John  O.  Mowry  of  Athol;  second  lieutenant,  William  1>.  Messenger 
of  Peterboro,  N.  V. 

Company  C — Captain,  Wheelock  Pratt  of  Sterling;  first  lieutenant, 
Robertson  James  of  Newport,  R.  I.;  second  lieutenant,  Leonard  B. 
Perry  of  Natick. 

Company  I> — Captain,  William  Nutt  of  Natick  ;  first  lieutenant, 
George  M."  Woodward  of  Worcester;  second  lieutenant.  Leonard  C. 
Al.len  of  Cambridge. 
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}  to  the  camp  prepared  to  do.  In  some  few  cases  this  mat- 
Y  gave  rise  to  trouble  with  the  men ;  but  almost  without 
they  preferred  to  wait  for  the  full  recognition  of  their 
en  though  dependent  ones  at  home  must  suffer  meantime 
icessaries  of  lite. 

ae  exception  of  numerous  details  and  changes  therein,  no 
general  interest  occurred  (ill  the  18th  of  February,  18b'4, 
command  was  ordered  to  Florida  and  Companies  A,  C 
der  Lieutenaut  Colonel  Fox  embarked  on  the  steamer 
>r  Jacksonville,  being  followed  next  day  by  the  rest  of  the 
under  Colonel  Hartwell  on  the  steamer  Collins.  With 
:ion  of  two  companies  left  qs  a  baggage  detail  at  Jackson- 
•egiment  moved  on  the  16th  to  Camp  Finnigan,  but  the 
vas  ordered  back  to  the  citv  as  a  garrison;  Colonel  Hart- 
•  post  commandant  and  Captain  Nutt  provost  marshal, 
h  six  companies  marched  out  as  far  as  Harbour's  in  sup- 
3  main  force  under  General  Seymour,  which  was  lighting 
•I  (Mustee.    As  the  Federal  forces  were  defeated  in  the 
entire  column  fell  back  to  Jacksonville,  where  the  Fifty- 
iped  for  a  time  outside  the  main  works,  but  were  drawn 
iticipation  of  an  attack  by  the  Confederates,  which  was 
Lieutenant,  Colonel  Fox  with  Companies  B  and  I  was 
28th  to  Yellow  Bluff,  half  wav  to  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
Company  Iv  following  next  day  and  C  a  few  days  later, 
ted  by  a  squad  of  New  York  Engineers  the  detachment 
•  place  and  built  a  signal  tower,  remaining  till  April  17. 
Lieutenant  Dennis  II.  Jones  was  fatally  shot  by  accident, 
exception  of  these  companies  and  Company  F,  which 
ning  Fort  Friblcv,  near  Jacksonville,  the  regiment  was 
the  11th  of  March  to  Palatka.  Fla.,  farther  up  the  river. 
t  fortifications  were  erected  under  the  supervision  of 
rtwell  and  the  command  passed  some  five  weeks  very 
few  slight  skirmishers  and  several  alarms  preventing 
During  this  time  Captain  Hamilton  under  tin;  lead  of  a 
•r  made  an  excursion  of  some  40  miles  into  the  interior, 
to  the  vicinity  of  thy  Confederate  camps.    At  this  time, 
n  Jackson  having  resigned  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  John 
"  ( '<hiU i<*f »t he,  0.    I'alatka  was  abandoned  April  18, the 
'  the  Fifty-fifth  going  aboard  the  propeller  Sentinel  aud 
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encamping  for  a  few  days  in  the  sand  on  the  beach  at  the  south  end 
of  the  island  but  afterward  occupying  a  camp  in  a  palmetto  grove 
vacated  by  the  Forty-seventh  New  York  near  Light  House  Inlet, 
where  on  the  9th  and  10th  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  arrived 
after  a  tedious  passage.  The  Fifty-fifth  now  became  a  part  of 
Wild's  Brigade,  Vigdcs's  Division,  Tenth  Corps,  General  Gilmore 
commanding.  The  First  North  Carolina  Colored  Troops  were  bri- 
gaded with  the  Fifty-fifth.  The  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter  hav- 
ing been  begun,  very  heavy  details  for  fatigue  duty  were  required 
from  the  colored  troops,  the  Fifty- fifth  for  some  time  furnishing  an 
average  of  3o0  daily;  this  work,  owing  to  the  summer  heat,  and 
much  of  it  being  performed  under  fire,  taxed  officers  and  men 
severely.  Through  September  and  October  these  details  gradually 
lessened  to  endurable  proportions. 

During  September  the  regiment  lost  the  service  of  Colonel  Hallo 
well,  through  disability  resulting  from  a  wound  received  at  Antie- 
tam,  and  November  '2  he  resigned,  being  succeeded  in  the  colonelcy 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hartwell,  while  Major  Fox  and  Captain  Wales 
were  advanced  to  lieutenant  colonel  and  major  respectively.  On 
the  5th  of  October,  Second  Lieutenant  Leonard  C.  Alden — the  first 
officer  commissioned  in  the  regiment  and  who  had  taken  a  very 
active  part  in  its  early  organization  and  instruction — died  of  yellow 
fever.  Several  of  the  line  officers  also  resigned  about  that  time 
from  illness  and  other  causes,  while  General  Wild  relinquished  the 
command  of  the  brigade  to  return  to  North  Carolina  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Colonel  Beeehcr,  the  latter  on  the  0th  of  November  being 
relieved  bv  Colonel  M.  S.  Littlefield  of  the  Fourth  United  States 
Colored  Troops.  A  new  camp  for  the  regiment  was  laid  out  near 
the  center  of  the  island  on  a  wooded  slope,  where  with  the  exception 
of  considerable  parties  on  detail  at  Light  House  Inlet  and  Otter  and 
Botany  Bay  Islands  the  command  was  very  comfortably  located. 

As  in  the  case  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Regiment,  the  matter  of  the  juiv 
of  these  soldiers  became  a  verv  serious  one.  Thev  had  enlisted 
with  the  agreement  that  they  should  receive  whatever  white  soldiers 
received,  and  were  much  and  justly  offended  when  the  United 
States  paymaster  offered  the  enlisted  men  but  £10  a  month.  This 
amount  they  refused  to  receive,  and  as  in  the  case  of  the  sister  regi- 
ment also  declined  to  allow  representatives  of  Massachusetts  to 
supply  the  difference  between  that  sum  and  $13  a  month,  which 
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the  only  artillery  captured  by  the  Union  soldiers  in  the 
it  of  the  South,  up  to  that  time,  and  the  regiment  was 
order  authorized  to  keep  them  in  front  of  regimental 
;ers  during  its  service  in  the  Department, 
inds  of  this  engagement  having  put  the  entire  hostile 
le  island  in  readiness  to  dispute  the  further  advance  of 
troops,  a  position  was  occupied  a  little  distance  beyond 
red  post  and  fortified,  being  held  during  the  day  under 
At  night  the  brigade  under  Colonel  Ilartwcll  fell  back 
•le's  Island  and  formed  a  junction  with  the  troops  which 
d  at  that  point,  and  there  behind  ri  lie-pits  the  whole  force 
till  evening  of  the  10th.  under  a  desultory  artillery  lire, 
•egimcnt  returned  to  cam]>,  its  loss  during  the  expedition 
m  11  killed  or  mortally  wounded  and  18  less  severely 
returning  to  camp  Colonel  Hartwcll  was  detailed  to  com- 
post on  Folly  Island,  and  did  not  again  return  to  the 
11  the  expiration  of  its  term  of  service,  leaving  the  com- 
c  able  hands  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fox.    Many  details, 
regular  line  of  duty  and  of  a  more  permanent  nature, 
ed  from  the  regiment  in  the  succeeding  months,  so  that 
ire  left  for  the  ordinary  exercises  and  drills  were  almost 
In  addition  the  dissatisfaction  in  regard  to  the  pay  of 
jreascd,  and  serious  outbreaks  were  onlv  averted  bv  the 
officers  and  the  strong  patriotism  of  most  of  the  enlisted 
iscouraged  the  attempts  of  the  turbulent  to  precipitate 
irdy  justice  was  at  last  done,  and  at  the  close  of  September 
t  was  paid  to  the  first  of  that  month;  and  it  is  worthy 
t  of  the  amount  received  by  the  men  over  *60,000  was 
o  their  families  by  Adams  Express  Company  alone, 
s  of  the  early  autumn  were  not  momentous;  a  few  very 
s  were  received  and  distributed  among  the  companies 
kt,  and  on  the  -1st  of  November  Major  Wales  left  the 
ving  resigned,  ami  being  succeeded  by  Captain  Xutt. 
iniofl  whir}]  had  been  on  detail  rejoined  the  regiment  on 
the  following  day  eight  companies  embarked  on  steam- 
•aled  orders.    These  proved  to  be  to  report  at  flilton 
after  some  delay  it  was  found  that  Colonel  Ilartwcll 
igned  to  the  command  of  a  brigade  consisting  of  his 
l.thc  Fiftv-fourth  Massachusetts  and  the  Twcuty-*fc& 
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the  detached  companies  being  taken  off  by  the  Neptune.  These 
steamed  to  Follv  Island,  which  had  been  nearlv  deserted  bv  troons. 
and  alter  some  changes  the  regiment  was  located  as  follows:  Com- 
panies A  and  15  garrisoning  Fort  Green  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Cox,  Company  K  at  Pawnee  Landing,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  regiment  in  camp  near  the  intrenched  line  above  the  Landing. 

The  details  were  once  more  very  heavy,  owing  to  the  small  num- 
ber of  troops  on  the  island.  On  the  8th  of  May  the  garrison  at 
Fort  Green  was  relieved  by  troops  of  the  Fifty-fourth,  and  on  the 
18th  the  camp  of  the  regiment  was  moved  to  Stono  Inlet,  where  a 
very  favorable  location  near  the  beach  was  occupied.  On  the  21st 
four  companies,  with  detachments  from  others,  took  part  in  a  re- 
connaissance by  way  of  Long,  Tiger,  James  and  Cole's  Islands  back 
to  Folly,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  pickets  on  James  and  hav- 
ing one  man  wounded,  returning  to  camp  at  night  of  the  22*1. 
Next  day  the  entire  regiment  joined  in  a  diversion  by  steamer  up 
the  Stono  river,  the  gun-boats  accompanying  the  expedition  ex- 
changing shots  with  the  enemy's  batteries. 

No  other  movement  occurred  till  the  last  of  June,  when  it  being 
believed  that  the  defenses  of  Charleston  were  weakly  held,  a  move- 
ment against  them  was  made.  On  the  night  of  the  oOth  the  Fifty- 
fifth  regiment  with  its  brigade  crossed  to  Long  Island,  but  the  order 
for  attack  was  countermanded  and  the  column  returned  to  camp. 
Soon  after  dark  on  the  night  of  July  1,  the  movement  was  resumed, 
the  force  consisting  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Third  New  York, 
Thirty-third  Colored  and  Fifty-fifth  Regiments,  all  under  command 
of  Colonel  Ilartwell.  The  movement  during  the  night  was  by  way 
of  Long  and  Tiger  Islands  thence  across  the  marsh  to  James  Island. 
In  the  mist  of  early  morning  the  column  crossed  the  marsh  by  the 
Hank  in  the  order  given  above,  and  on  reaching  firm  ground  formed 
line  of  battle  with  the  Fifty-fifth  in  column  by  companies  in  sup- 
port of  the  other  two  regiments.  The  latter  suddenly  encountered 
a  section  of  Confederate  artillery  in  an  earthwork  with  a  support 
of  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  were  thrown  into  confusion.  The 
Fifty-fifth  were  at  once  deployed  into  line,  charged  the  guns  under  a 
sharp  tire  and  captured  them.  The  support  was  driven  in  disorder, 
while  Company  F  of  the  captors,  having  been  well  drilled  in  artil- 
lery practice,  turned  the  guns  upon  the  routed  rebels  and  sent 
shells  among  them  with  effect.    These  two  12-] winder  Napoleon 
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ed,  was  held  with  slight  skirmishing  till  the  morning 
December,  when  the  other  troops  having  been  with- 
s  before,  the  Fifty-fifth  retired  to  Boyd's  Neck,  where 
of  artillerv,  a  battalion  of  cavalry  and  a  detachment 
vho  were  soon  withdrawn,  it  remained  to  construct 
nd  hold  the  position.  On  the  9th  First  Lieutenant 
of  Salem,  who  had  but  recently  been  promoted  from 
cavalry  and  who  was  serving  on  Colonel  Silliman's 
M  Neck,  whither  the  main  part  of  the  expedition 
killed  on  the  skirmish  line.  At  the  same  time  the 
at  JJovd's  Neck  was  removed,  and  on  the  11th  of 
,  the  Fifty -fifth  also  abandoned  the  position  and 
ran  sports. 

it,  under  orders  for  Savannah,  reached  Hilton  Head 
imcr  Fountain  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  and  at  • 
ncc;  but  the  boat  iriving  out  near  Scabrook  Landing 
debarked  there  and  waited  till  the  steamer  Sylph 
»ne  on  the  18th  and  took  the  command  to  its  desti- 
Thundcrbolt,  near  Savannah.    That  city  and  vicinity 

by  General  Sherman's  army,  then  about  to  move 
ough  the  Carolinas,  and  the  care  of  the  city  and 
ras  turned  over  to  (Jcneral  Foster,  commanding  the 

the  South.    Accordingly  the  Fifty-fifth  were  ordered 

occupy  Forts  Jackson  and  Bartow  and  Battery  Lee. 
it  in  habitable  condition  were  occupied  till  the  close 
when  the  regiment  received  marching  orders  and  on 
•uary  embarked  on  the  steamer  Cosmopolitan,  reach- 
id  that  evening.  During  the  night  the  regiment  was 
the  steamer  Louisburg  and  set  out  next  morning  with 
dred  and  Fortv-fourth  New  York  aboard  another 
n  expedition  up  the  Kdisto  river,  which  without  re- 
note  occupied  the  time  till  the  6th,  when  the  Fiftv- 

rded  back  to  their  camp  at  Slono  Inlet  to  report  to 

ell.     At  night  of  the  tuii  the  regiment  with  the 

il  One  Hundred  and  Fortv-fourth  New  York,  com- 

• 

oral  Hart  well,  forming  the  right  of  an  expedition 
?chimiuclfcuuig  destined  for  .lames  Island,  crossed 

and  the  next  morning  hi  James.    Skirmishing  en- 

dav  and  near  night  the  FiftV-li(t\l  assvateA  \\\  to- 
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and  One  Hundred  and  Second  Colored  troops.  The  expedition, 
consisting  in  addition  to  Hartwell's  Brigade  of  one  under  General 
Totter,  moved  up  the  Broad  river,  where  after  several  of  the 
transports  had  grounded,  including  the  Mary  Boardman  carrying 
the  Fifty-fifth,  the  troops  landed  at  Boyd's  Neck  on  the  even  ins: 
of  the  29th,  and  next  morning  moved  toward  Grahamville,  Pot- 
ter's Brigade  in  advance. 

That  afternoon  occurred  the  battle  of  Honey  Hill,  in  which  the 
Fifty-fifth  performed  a  noble  part  and  suffered  heavily.  The 
enemy's  outposts  having  been  driven  in,  their  main  position  was 
found  to  be  on  a  bluff  bevond  a  marsh-bordered  creek,  with  verv 
dense  undergrowth  obstructing  all  military  movements  on  the 
part  of  the  assailants.  In  attempting  to  bring  the  regiment  into 
double  column  it  became  separated,  three  companies  with  the  two 
field  officers  moving  some  distance  to  the  right  and  connecting  with 
the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio,  moving  forward  half  a  mile  and  halting  at 
the  edjze  of  a  stream  under  heavy*  musketrv  fire  from  the  other 
bank.  In  the  mean  time  the  other  five  companies,  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  Colonel  Hart  well,  vainly  made  repeated  efforts 
to  charge  through  the  narrow  defile  by  which  the  road  crossed  the 
marsh  and  reach  the  hostile  works.  The  concentrated  fire  from 
the  Confederates  at  short  range  struck  down  Colonel  Hartwell  and 
his  staff,  half  the  officers  of  the  regiment  and  nearly  that  propor- 
tion of  the  musket-bearers.  There  was  nothing  for  the  survivors 
but  to  fall  back  to  a  sheltered  position  and  reform  the  line,  where 
they  were  joined  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fox,  who  remained  in  com- 
mand. Near  night  the  two  detachments  were  reunited,  after  having 
been  sharply  engaged  during  the  entire  afternoon,  and  later  joined 
the  column  in  retreat  to  Boyd's  Neck,  most  of  the  survivors  of  the 
Fifty-fifth  being  detailed  to  carry  back  the  wounded.  The  loss  of 
the  regiment  in  the  battle  was  31  killed,  108  wounded  and  one  taken 
prisoner.  Among  the  dead  were  Captain  Crane,  who  was  serving 
on  Colonel  Harwell's  staff,  Lieutenant  Bovnton,  and  Color  Scr- 
geant  Robert  King,  blown  to  pieces  by  an  exploding  shell.  Of 
the  wounded  VI  died  of  their  hurts. 

Next  morning  the  regiment  was  moved  forward  some  two  miles 
and  took  position  under  direction  of  General  Hatch  on  the  right  <>t" 
the  Grahamville  road,  the  brigade  being  commanded  by  Colonel 
Silliman  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Colored  Regiment,  and  this  position. 
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y-fourth  New  York  and  a  section  of  artillery,  nil  eom- 
leneral  Hart  well,  set  out  on  an  expedition  to  the  north 
e,  penetrating  as  far  as  Kutaw  Springs,  in  support  of 
made  by  General  Potter,  and  returning  to  (Charleston 
,  accompanied  by  some  2.000  colored  refugees.  The 
amped  at  St.  Andrew's  till,  the  7th  of  May,  when  it  was 
e  Ashley  river  to  Summcrville,  21  miles  away,  llart- 
le  remained  at  that  point  till  the  19th,  when  cars  were 
tngeburg,G0  miles  west ,  w  here  the  brigade  head-quarters 
hed  for  the  remainder  of  the  regiment's  term  of  service, 
•tion  of  the  regiment  remained  at  Orangeburg  as  a  pro- 
the  remainder  was  scattered  through  the  surrounding 
ompanics  and  smaller  detachments,  to  preserve  the 
st  in  arranging  contracts  between  the  late  slaves  and  the 
g  that  they  were  faithfully  observed,  and  other  like 
;h  demanded  in  many  cases  a  firm  hand  in  those  days 
bulence  and  chaos.    In  all  this  labor,  officers  and  men 
•■nisei ves  so  as  to  win  the  hearty  commendation  of  all 
persons.    Now  that  the  war  had  ended,  and  there 
aspect  that  the  regiment  would  he  retained  in  service 
ts  term  of  enlistment,  some  of  the  officers  resigned 
heir  business  interests,  among  the  number  Lieutenant 
on  the  24th  of  June.    Major  Nutt  and  Captain  Pratt 
d  respectively  to  be  lieutenant  colonel  and  major, 
oroken  on  the  24th  of  August,  the  detachments  came 
its  band  the  regiment  started  homeward  with  kind 
well  alike  from  whites  and  blacks  and  the  Germans 
uirth  New  York  Regiment,  with  which  the  Fifty-fifth 
brigaded,    doing  to  Charleston  by  rail,  the  regiment 
lount  Pleasant  for  the  making  out  of  the  rolls,  and 
is  mustered  out  of  the  national  service  by  Captain 
x  companies,  under  Lieutenant  Nutt  sailed  for  Hos- 
b  on  the  steamer  Karnae,  and  six  days  after  the  rest 
it,  under  General  Ilartwell,  followed  on  the  Ken  De- 
er vessel  was  twice  struck  by  lightning  on  her  pass- 
v  reached  Gallop's  Island  on  the  20th,  where  the 
rrived  a  week  before.    The  regiment  was  paid  and 
the  2od,  but  did  not  disband  till  the  2oth.  after  a 
ion  and  parade  in  Jjoston. 
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ing  the  Confederates  from  their  rifle  pits,  returning  afterward  to 
Folly  Island  with  the  loss  of  hut  one  man  wounded. 

At  night  of  the  11th  the  regiment  embarked  as  part  of  an  ex- 
pedition under  General  Potter,  sailing  to  Bull's  Bay,  ten  miles 
north  of  Charleston  Harbor.    After  much  difficulty  the  regiment 
landed  on  the  north  side  of  the  bay  on  the  18th,  and  next  day  re- 
ceived the  intelligence  that  the  rebel  forces  had  evacuated  Charles- 
ton, when  an  advance  toward  the  city  was  at  once  ordered,  and 
without  meeting  any  opposition  the  regiment  on  the  morning  of 
the  20th  entered  Mount  Pleasant,  a  suburb  of  Charleston,  being  the 
first  body  of  Union  troops  within  the  city.    An  enthusiastic  welcome 
was  accorded  the  command  by  the  overjoyed  colored  people  of  the 
city,  and  a  pleasant  camping  ground  was  selected  between  the 
village  and  Sullivan's  Island.    This  was  not  long  occupied,  how- 
ever, for  next  day  the  regiment  was  transported  across  to  the  city 
proper,  through  which  it  marched  to  Charleston  Neck,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  22d  took  its  place  in  a  column  which,  under  com- 
mand of  General  Potter,  was  destined  for  the  interior  of  South 
Carolina,  to  watch  the  retreating  garrison  under  the  Confederate 
General  Hardee.    The  force  consisted  of  two  brigades,  one  of  which 
was  commanded  by  General  Hart  well,  and  it  penetrated  as  far  as 
the  Santee  river  at  St.  Stephen's  Depot.    At  this  point  the  last  of 
the  Confederates  had  just  crossed  the  river  and  adjacent  swamps, 
burning  the  bridges  behind  them ;  and  as  the  rainy  season  had  made 
the  water  very  high,  no  attempt  was  made  to  follow  further.  Re- 
turning by  way  of  the  Cooper  river,  the  regiment  reached  Charles- 
ton on  the  10th  of  March  and  went  into  camp  at  Rickersville 
During  the  expedition  some  skirmishing  had  occurred,  with  bur 
slight  loss  to  the  regiment,  though  the  service  in  building  bridp-s. 
on  scouting  expeditions  and  the  like,  with  the  rainy  weather,  had 
made  the  march  an  exhausting  one. 

The  provisional  brigade  with  which  it  had  been  serving  having 
been  broken  up,  the  regiment  on  the  17th  left  camp  and  with  it;% 
band  playing  marched  through  the  streets  of  Charleston,  whence  ir 
was  ferried  to  James  Island,  where  three  companies  under  Captain 
Hamilton  were  stationed  at  Fort  Pcmberton,  three  companies  under 
Captain  Thurber  at  Battery  Pringle,  while  the  remainder  of  the 
regiment  encamped  on  McLeod\s  Plantation.  Marching  order- 
were  received  again  on  the  f>lh  of  April,  and  next  day  the  regiment 
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— Captain,  Z.  Boylston  Adams  of  Boston;  first  lieu  ten- 
M.  Lipp  of  Cambridge. 

-  Captain,  Granville  G.  Redding;  first  lieutenant,  Albert 
)th  of  Roxbury;  second  lieutenant,  George  A.  Fletcher 

I — Captain,  Abijah  Hollis  of  Milton;  first  lieutenant, 
:kins  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Herbert  G.  Coffin  of 

—Captain,  J.  Albert  Pratt  of  Walt  ham;  first  lieutenant, 
rtleff  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Antipas  Newton  of 

! — Captain,  Thomas  R.  Keenan  of  Lynnfield:  first  lien- 
Jeffrey  of  Reading;  second  lieutenant,  Frank  A.  Mitchell 

cnt  was  ordered  to  Annapolis.  M<1.,  where  General 
reorganizing  his  Ninth  Corps  tor  the  spring  campaign, 
here,  at  Cainp  C.  C.  Holmes,  for  nearly  a  month,  until 
Mrfl,  when  the  corps  received  orders  to  march  to  Wash- 
regiment  had  meantime  been  brigaded  with  theThirtv- 
fcnth  and  Fiftv-ninth  Massachusetts.  Fourth  and  Tenth 
lifted  States  Regulars,  as  the  First  Brigade,  First  Divis- 
varruth  of  the  Thirty-fifth  commanding  the  brigade 
r  General  Thomas  G.  Stevenson  the  division.  Passing 
hington,  the  corps  encamped  for  a  couple  of  days  at 
nd  then  moved  forward  along  the  railroad  by  which 
I  forwarded  to  the  Arinv  of  the  Potomac.  Bealton 
cached  in  three  days,  and  the  regiment  halted  there 
;imc,  when  it  moved  with  its  division  toward  what  was 
c-ficld  of  the  Wilderness.    The  Rapidan  was  crossed 
May,  and  the  division  was  held  during  the  night  and 
ning  of  the  Otll  in  reserve  near  Wilderness  Tavern, 
becoming  heavy  at  tilt*  Union  left,  General  Stevenson 
o  report  to  General  Hancock,  his  division  was  placed 
tion  of  the  Brock  and  the  Plank  roads,  and  soon  be- 
lts lighting,  like  so  much  that  day,  was  not  decisive 
ded  bv  lieavv  loss,  that  of  the  Fiftv-sixth  Regiment 
»d,o7  wounded  and  11  missing,  though  it  was  engaged 
le.    Among  the  killed  was  Colonel  Griswold. 
\  moved  to  the  left,  and  finally  confronted  the  enemy 
inia  Court  House,  the  regiment  was  not  again  severed v 
3  12th,  when  General  Burnside  demonstrated  vf\t\\ 
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HE  Fifty-sixth  (First  Veteran)  Regiment  was  recruited  dur- 


ing the  fall  of  1803  and  the  succeeding  winter,  its  rendezvous 


M  being  at  Camp  Meigs,  Readville,  where  the  first  four  com- 
panies, though  not  complete,  were  mustered  during  the  last  days  of 
December.  E  and  F  followed' on  the  12th  of  January,  1804,  G  on 
the  19th,  II  on  the  27th,  I  on  the  4th  of  February  and  K  the  25th. 
It  was  required  in  this  as  in  the  three  other  Veteran  regiments,  that 
the  members  should  have  served  not  less  than  nine  months  in  some 
other  organization,  and  the  term  of  enlistment  was  for  three  years. 
The  regiment  having  been  filled  to  something  above  the  minimum 
number  left  the  state  on  the  20th  of  March,  1864,  with  the  follow- 
ing roster  of  olliccrs :- — 

Colonel,  Charles  E.  Griswold  of  Boston;  lieutenant  colonel,  Stephen 
M.  Weld,  Jr.,  of  West  Roxbury;  major,  Horatio  D.  Jarves  of  Boston; 
surgeon,  T.  Fletcher  Oakes  of  Dartmouth;  assistant  surgeons,  Horatio 
S.  Souleof  Winthron  and  Jerome  E.  Roberts  of  Springfield;  adjutant. 
Charles  J.  Mills  of  Boston;  quartermaster,  George  P.  Ladd  of  Spen- 
cer; sergeant  major,  Daniel  F.  French  of  Quincy;  quartermaster  ser- 
geant, George  A.  C.  Ellis;  commissary  sergeant,  Rufus  Richardson: 
hospital  steward,  George  W.  Copeland,  all  of  Boston;  principal  musi- 
cian, William  J.  Martiand  of  North  Bridgewater. 

Company  A— Captain,  John  F.  Thayer  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant. 
Edward  F.  Littlefield  of  Somerville;  second  lieutenant,  Freeman  C. 
Luce  of  New  Bedford. 

Company  B — Captain,  Wallace  A.  Putnam  of  Dan  vers;  first  lieu- 
tenant. Warren  B.  Galucia  of  Dedham;  second  lieutenant,  John  J. 
Davis  of  Gloucester. 

Company  C — Captain,  James  W.  George  of  Brighton;  first  lieu- 
tenant, James  W.  Cartwright;  second  lieutenant,  John  W.  May  loan, 
both  of  Boston. 

Company  D — Captain,  Wilson  W.  Fay  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant. 
Ansel 'B.  Randall  of  Abington;  second  lieutenant,  Levi  L.  Aldrich 
of  Boston. 

Company  E — Captain,  Robert  J.  Cowdin;  first  lieutenant,  James 
McArdle;  second  lieutenant,  John  D.  Priest,  all  of  Boston. 
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ntinucd  losses  of  the  regiment,  the  hardships  to  which  it 
exposed,  and  the  resulting  sickness  of  the  members,  had 
me  reduced  the  command  to  a  fragment  of  the  strength 
;h  less  than  three  months  before  it  had  taken  the  field,  but 
iastrous  action  of  the  Crater,  on  the  30th  of  July,  it  was 
^ain  a  large  proportion  of  its  numbers.    Ledlie's  Division 
j  Crittenden's)  was  selected  to  lead  the  advance  after  the 
of  the  mine,  and  Bartlett's  Brigade  (of  which  the  Fifty- 
mcd  part)  was  among  the  first  to  enter  the  crater;  but 
success  of  the  Union  troops  ended,  they  were  soon  over* 
by  the  prompt  rallying  of  the  Confederates,  and  the  story 
itly  told  by  the  figures  of  their  losses;  General  Bartlctt, 
le  commander,  was  made  prisoner,  and  out  of  the  small 
aken  into  action  by  the  Fifty-sixth  it  lost  10  killed,  25 
and  22  made  prisoners. 

le  failure  of  this  attempt  to  break  the  enemy's  lines,  the 
•emained  on  duty  in  the  trenches  for  more  than  two  weeks, 
c  man  killed  and  one  wounded.    It  took  part  in  the  ex- 
tra inst  the  Weldon  Railroad  and  in  the  battle  of  the  10th 
had  one  killed  and  nine  wounded,  losing  one  more  killed 
ish  a  few  days  later.    The  railroad  being  gained  and  held 
>vcment,  the  regiment  encamped  in  the  vicinity  and  rc- 
2rc  till  the  close  of  September.    The  First  Division  of 
Corps  having  been  discontinued  owing  to  its  depletion  in 
he  Fiftv-sixth  was  at  this  time  attached  to  the  Second 
econd  Division,  of  the  same  corps,  and  with  that  com- 
ic BOth  of  September  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Peebles 
ng  one  killed,  eight  wounded  and  30  captured.  After 
tinate  engagement  tin*  regiment  resumed  its  encampment, 
there  with  the  exception  of  a  reconnaissance  of  a  day  or 
!  close  of  November. 

ten  moved  to  Fort  Davis,  situated  on  the  left  of  the  Jeru- 
k  road,  and  after  passing  some  two  weeks  there  moved 
i  of  Deeenibcr  to  Fort  Alexander  Hays,  the  next  fort  in 
tit  situated  at  some  distance  to  the  left.  There  the  Fiftv- 
ned  during  the  winter,  picketing  the  front  and  waiting 
larters  till  the  coining  of  spring  should  bring  the  closing 
the  war.  This  signal  came  on  the  1st  of  April,  1805, 
'gimcnt  was  ordered  under  arms  and  very  early  the  fill- 
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most  of  his  corps  in  support  of  the  attack  made  by  General  Han- 
cock. In  that  contest  the  First  Division,  under  command  of  Gen- 
eral Crittenden  (  General  Stevenson  having  been  killed  on  the  10th  ). 
made  repeated  attacks  but  failed  to  drive  the  enemy  from  their 
works.  The  loss  of  the  Fifty-sixth  was  ten  killed.  41  wounded  and 
one  missing.  Another  series  of  assaults  were  made  on  the  18th, 
but  they  were  equally  fruitless,  the  loss  to  the  regiment  being  five 
killed  and  40  wounded.  The  movement  to  the  left  was  resumed  on 
the  following  day,  it  being  found  impossible  to  carry  the  Confeder- 
ate intrenchments  before  Spottsylvania,  and  on  the  24th  the  North 
Anna  was  crossed  by  a  portion  of  the  Ninth  Corps  at  Quatles  Mill. 
An  attempt  to  clear  the  enemy  from  the  vicinity  of  Ox  Ford  re- 
sulted in  a  severe  engagement,  in  which  the  Fifty-sixth  took  an 
active  part,  being  with  the  rest  of  the  division  obliged  to  retire. 
The  regiment  had  seven  killed,  40  wounded  and  17  made  prisoners 
in  this  action,  Captain  Putnam  receiving  wounds  from  which  he 
died  on  the  20th  of  June.  The  death  of  Colonel  Griswold  led  to 
the  advancement  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Weld  and  Major  Jarvcs  to 
the  positions  of  colonel  and  lieutenant  colonel  respectively,  and 
Captain  Putnam  was  commissioned  major,  but  died  before  beinsr 
mustered ;  owing  to  the  reduced  numbers  of  the  regiment  the  vacant 
majority  could  never  afterward  be  tilled. 

From  North  Anna  the  corps  moved  to  Bethesda  Church,  where 
the  regiment  was  engaged  on  the  31st,  having  11  wounded,  one 
killed  and  one  missing,  and  again  on  the  od  of  June' it  took  part 
in  skirmishing  connected  with  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  having 
two  killed  and  seven  wounded,  one  of  the  former  being  Captain 
Cowdin.  Following  the  days  o*  siege  succeeding  the  battle,  the 
regiment  marched  across  the  James  river,  took  position  before 
Petersburg,  and  with  its  division  participated  in  an  assault  on  the 
enemy's  works  on  the  17th.  The  attack  was  partially  successful, 
though  the  lighting  was  very  severe.  The  Fifty-sixth  captured 
over  50  prisoners,  but  themselves  lost  19  killed,  including  Second 
Lieutenant  John  II.  Crawley  of  Boston,  40  wounded  and  the  mi-s- 
ing. From  this  time  till  the  close  of  July  the  regiment  remaim-d 
on  dutv  in  front  of  the  Confederate  works,  having  six  killed  and 
22  wounded  during  that  time  by  the  tire  of  sharp-shooters.  On 
the  22d  of  June  First  Lieutenant  John  I).  Priest  died  from  wounds 
received  at  Bethesda  Church. 
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fty-sevonth  (Second  Veteran)  Regiment  was  organized 
ni]>  John  K.  Wool,  Worcester,  by  Colonel  William  F. 
;tt,  who  had  been  mustered  out  of  service  with  his  nine- 
ment — the  Fortv-ninth — late  in  the  summer  of  180:3. 
»ce  about  the  formation  of  his  new  command,  the  colonel 
luously  till  the  requisite  number  had  been  obtained, 
naturally  came  from  the  western  counties  of  the  state, 
ilar  regiments  were  being  formed  at  Keadville.  and  it 
he  middle  of  March,  1S»U.  that  Colonel  Bartlett  was 
regimental  line.  A  month  later,  whih-  the  organization 
unplcte.  orders  came  to  report  to  Washington,  and  the 
n  the  18th  of  April,  the  list  of  oilieers  then  in  eom- 
*  as  follows:  — 

illiani  F.  Bartlett  of  Boston:  lieutenant  colonel.  Kdward 
f  1'ittslield;  major..  James  W.  Cashing  of  Koxburv:  sur- 
n  V.  White  of  Stock  bridge:  assistant  surgeon,  Charles 
Monterey:  chaplain,  Alfred  II.  Dashiell.  Jr..  of  Stoek- 
ant.  Ceorge  K.   Barton  of  Worcester;  <piartermaster. 
est  of  Watertown;  sergeant  major,  Albert  M.  Murdock 
>ton:  commissary  sergeant.  David  F.  La  wry  of  Worces- 
ter sergeant,  James  A.  Bobbins  of  Watertown;  hospital 
•y  C.  Front  of  (.treat  Harrington;  primipal  musician, 
,  of  Leicester. 

—  Captain.  John  W.  Sanderson  of  Wcsthoro;  first  lieu- 
I  M.  Bowman  of  Clinton;  second  lieutenant,  Kdward  I. 
ter. 

-Captain  .Joseph  W.  Cird;  lirst  lieutenant,  K.  Dexter 
f  Worcester:  second  lieutenant,  Ceorge  !S.  Greene,  of 

-Captain.  Charles  D.  Hollis  of  Lynn:  second  lieuten- 

Bovee  of  I'ittstield. 
-Captain,  Kd>on  T.  Dresser  of  Stockbridge:  first  lieu- 
*».  Dewey  of  Greenfield;  second  lieutenant,  James  I'ea- 
ter. 
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lowing  morning  joined  in  the  assault  upon  the  Confederate  works 
iu  the  vicinity  of  t lie  Plank  road.  The  enemy  were  driven  out  of 
their  Battery  27,  located  across  the  Plank  road,  and  for  some  dis- 
tance to  tne  Union  right,  but  the  lodgment  was  only  made  perma- 
nent in  Battery  27,  which  the  Fifty-sixth  occupied,  the  abandoned 
Confederate  prims  being  worked  by  a  detachment  from  the  Fifth 
Massachusetts  Battery.  At  one  time  all  the  Union  troops  except 
the  Fifty-sixth  and  the  battery  men  were  iorced  from  the  captured 
works;  but  these  held  on  bravely,  and  retained  their  position  all 
through  the  day,  though  the  Confederate  lire  was  heavy  from  three 
sides.  Next  morning  the  city  was  found  to  be- evacuated,  and  as  it 
proved  the  fighting  of  the  regiment  was  at  an  end.  Its  loss  during 
this  last  engagement  was  three  killed,  including  Captain  Ansel  B. 
Randall,  and  13  wounded. 

A  lew  words  will  tell  the  rest  of  the  story.  With  other  regi- 
ments of  the  corps,  the  Fifty-sixth  moved  along  the  Southside  Rail- 
road as  far  as  Burkesville,  performing  guard  duty  and  the  like,  till 
after  the  surrender  of  General  Lee's  army.  It  then  marched  hack 
to  City  Point,  whence  it  was  transported  to  Alexandria.  Landing 
at  the  latter  place,  the  command  encamped  with  nothing  of  incident 
to  break  the  routine  till  the  12th  of  July,  when  it  was  mustered 
out  of  the  United  States  service  and  directly  afterward  set  out  for 
Massachusetts.  Arriving  there  it  returned  to  the  camp  at  Read- 
ville  for  a  few  days,  while  the  final  papers  were  made,  and  on  the 
22d  it  was  paid  and  discharged. 
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an  was  crossed  the  5th  at  Germania  Ford,  and  next  day 
nt  took  part  in  the  terrible  struggle  in  the  Wilderness. 
Dst  too  much  to  expect  that  with  its  limited  opportunities 
d  discipline  it  should  have  attained  to  efficiency,  hut  its 
battle  was  highly  creditable.    The  brigade  took  position 
e  forenoon  of  the  tith  near  the  junction  of  the  Brock 
lie  Plank  road,  being  in  column  by  regiments,  the  regu- 
ig  the  first  line  and  the  Fifty-seventh  the  fourth.  The 
the  enemy  soon  involved  the  brigade  in  close  and  severe 
he  Fifty-seventh  showed  great  steadiness  and  courage, 
ordered  to  advance,  although  the  ground  was  very  wi- 
nd they  had  to  pass  over  another  regiment  lying  upon 
they  did  so  in  a  manner  to  win  the  hearty  compliment 
Hancock,  under  whose  direction  the  movement  was  per- 
'hc  lighting  in  that  part  of  the  field  was  desperate  dur- 
f  the  day,  and  resulted  in  no  decided  success  on  either 
regiment  took  into  action  a  total  of  545  officers  and 
company  being  on  detached  duty.    Of  these,  47  were 
wounded  and  43  missing,  a  total  loss  of  251.  Colonel 
reived  a  wound  in  the  head  which  disabled  him  for 
and  he  did  not  again  return  to  the  command  of  the 
eing  soon  afterward  commissioned  brigadier  general, 
d  mention  should  he  made  of  Captain  Gird,  the  first 
2  regiment  to  give  his  life  in  battle,  and  Second  Lieu- 
ilds,  who  died  of  wounds  there  received, 
t  Colonel  Chandler  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the 
i,  and  at  midnight  of  the  7th  it  began  the  movement 
nd  left,  passing  the  Chanecllorsville  battle-field  on  the 
the  Nv  river  on  the  Oth  and  there  intrenching  in  front 
derate  works  defending  the  approach  to  Spottsvlvania 
}.    In  :l  reconnaissance  next  day  General  Stevenson, 
•omniander,  was  killed.    He  was  succeeded  in  the  com- 
rarily  by  General  Thomas  L.  Crittenden,  the  division 
under  the  command  of  General  James  II.  Ledlie.  In 
ilh  the  battle  of  the  1-th,  inamrurated  bv  Hancock's 
inth  Corps  was  engaged,  making  some  advance  and 
intrenching  the  ground  gained.     In  this  action  the 
added  to  its  laurels,  though  at  a  lo>s  of  lo  killed.  55 
lour  missing.    On  the  1  St h  ihe  regiment  with  the 
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Company  K— Captain,  George  H.  Howe  of  Monson;  first  lieuten- 
ant. .Toil n  II.  Cook  of  Northampton;  second  lieutenant,  John  Ander- 
son of  Holland. 

Company  F  -Captain.  Levi  Lawrence;  first  lieutenant.  Charles  Bar- 
ker; second  lieutenant,  Alfred  0.  Hitchcock,  all  of  Fitchburg. 

Company  0*— Captain.  .James  Doherty  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant. 
Henry  C.  Ward  of  Worcester;  second  lieutenant,  Henry  B.  Fiske  of 
Springfield. 

Company  II — Captain,  Julius  M.  Tucker;  first  lieutenant,  Johu  L 
Goodwin,  both  of  Worcester;  second  lieutenant,  James  W.  Kennay 
of  Boston. 

Company  I— Captain,  Albert  Prescott  of  Charlestown;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Albert  W.  Cook;  second  lieutenant,  John  Keade,  both  of  Milford. 
Company  K — Second  lieutenant,  James  M.  Childs  of  Worcester. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Hollistcr  resigned  his  commission  about  the 
time  the  regiment  left  the  state,  and  the  vacancy  was  filled  by  the 
appointment  of  Charles  L.  Chandler  of  Brookline.  whose  commission 
bore  dat  e  of  April  20.  Charles  O.  Carpenter  of  Holyokc  was  added 
to  the  medical  staff  soon  afterward  as  junior  assistant  surgeon. 

The  Fifty-seventh  arrived  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  on  the  :20th  of 
April,  and  were  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division.  Ninth 
Corps,  then  being  reorganized  under  the  command  of  General  Burn- 
side,  its  destinat  ion  not  having  been  announced.  The  regiment  was 
brigaded  with  the  Thirty-fifth,  Fifty-sixth  and  Fifty-ninth  Massachu- 
setts, with  two  regiments  of  United  States  Regulars— the  Fourth 
and  Tenth.  Colonel  Sumner  Carruth  of  the  Thirty-fifth  commanded 
the  brigade  and  General  Thomas  G.  Stevenson  the  division.  Three 
days  only  were*  passed  in  camp  at  Annapolis  when  marching  orders 
came  for  the  corps,  and  it  took  the  road  toward  Washington,  Car- 
ruth's  Brigade  on  the  lead.  A  march  of  three  days  brought  the 
command  to  the  national  capital,  where  it  was  reviewed  by  the 
President  and  corps  commander,  the  route  being  continued  across 
Long  Bridge  to  the  vicinity  of  Arlington,  where  temporary  camp 
was  established.  This  lasted  only  two  days,  however,  when  the 
corps  again  took  the  road,  marching  via  Fairfax  Court  House,  Ccn- 
tcrville,  Bristoe  Station  and  Warrcnton  Junction,  following  the  line  of 
the  railroad  to  Rappahannock  Station,  where  the  corps  arrived  on 
the  ."id  of  May  and  the  regiment  for  a  single  night  occupied  the  camp- 
ground which  had  just  been  vacated  by  the  Twentieth  Maine. 

But  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  on  the  move,  the  Ninth  Corps 
was  to  co-operate  with  it,  and  next  day  the  march  was  resumed. 
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his  time  till  the  action  of  "The  Crater,"  the  regiment 
imand  of  Captain  Albert  Prescott  did  duty  in  the  trcn- 
3  Petersburg,  near  the  right  of  the  Union  line,  and  as  there 
t  incessant  sharp-shooting  between  the  hostile  ferees  the 
evcre,  amounting  during  the  six  weeks  to  six  killed  and 
;d.    Of  the  six  officers  struck  during  this  time,  First  Lieu- 
Dexter  Cheney  was  killed  on  the  10th  of  July  and  First 
it  Samuel  M.  Bowman  died  of  wounds  on  the  25th.  The 
is  now  commanded  by  General  Ledlie  and  the  brigade  by 
artlett,  promoted  from  colonel  of  the  Fifty-seventh.  In 
nt,  Captain  Tucker,  who  had  not  yet  returned  to  duty, 
•romoted  to  major  and  lieutenant  colonel — Major  dishing 
igned  May  2b', — and  Captain  Prescott,  still  in  command 
iment,  was  promoted  to  major,— all  of  these  commis- 
g  from  the  lath  of  June. 

licved  from  duty  in  the  trenches  by  colored  troops  on  the 
ic  20th  of  July,  the  Fifty-seventh  were  among  the  first 
iter  the  Crater  the  following  morning  after  the  explosion 
t  which  had  been  run  from  'the  Federal  side  under  asali- 
onfederate  works.    The  regiment  numbered  at  the  open- 
fight  seven  officers  and  01  enlisted  men.    It  passed 
opening  made  by  the  explosion  and  took  position  in  one 
•ed  ways  or  parallels  beyond,  where  it  fought  as  well  as 
the  excavation  became  so  filled  with  fugitives  that  fur- 
ice  was  impossible.    A  portion  of  the  command  sne- 
aking its  way  back  to  the  Union  lines;  but  the  colors 
extricated,  and  with  most  of  the  left  wing  of  the  reg- 
nto  I  he  enemy's  hands.    General  JJartlett,  the  brigade 
was  also  made  prisoner.    On  assembling  the  remnant 
seventh,  it  was  found  that  of  the  seven  officers  taken 
but  one  had  escaped, — First  Lieutenant  Albert  Doty. 
>r  Prescott  and  Captains  Howe  and  Dresser — had  been 
ere  wounded  and  one  missing.    01  the  enlisted  men, 
n  killed,  lb*  wounded  and  28  were  missing,  leaving 
)otv  and  4b  men  fo  represent  the  honorable  name  of 
enth.    This  handful  returned  next  day  to  duty  in  the 
•iv  it  remained  fill  the  ixth  of  August,  having  in  that 
•d  and  four  wounded  by  sharp-shooters.     It  had,  how- 
1  a  few  returned  convalescents,  meanwhile,  so  that 
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Fifty-ninlli.  supported  by  the  regulars  of  the  brigade,  made  a  recon- 
naissance, advancing  their  line  close  to  the  enemy's  works  anil  hold- 
ing the  position  under  a  heavy  fire  till  ordered  back ;  the  loss  of 
the  Fiftv-seventh  being  three  killed  and  14  wounded. 

The  line  of  action  at  Spottsylvania  being  ahandoned.  the  regiment 
with  its  division  moved  to  the  left  and  on  the  24th  reached  the 
North  Anna.  Ceneral  Jhirnside  was  ordered  to  cross  the  river  at 
Ox  Ford,  hut  finding  he  could  not  do  so,  crossed  Crittenden's  Divis- 
ion at  (^uarles  Mills,  a  mile  and  a  half  above,  and  attempted  to  clear 
the  crossing  at  the  Ford.  In  this  movement  the  Fifty-seventh  again 
suffered  severely.  Its  brigade  was  advanced  without  proper  support 
till  it  was  struck  in  both  flanks  by  a  sharp  attack,  while  at  the  same 
time  exposed  to  a  destructive  artillery  fire.  It  was  consequently 
forced  back  in  disorder,  the  regiment  losing  10  killed  13  wounded 
and  14  missing,  all  of  whom  were  left  on  the  field.  The  severest 
loss  came  from  the  killing  of  the  commander  of  the  regiment. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Chandler,  a  brave  and  efficient  officer.  Cajn 
tain  J.  M.  Tucker,  the  senior  officer  present,  took  command  of  what 
was  left  of  the  Fifty-seventh. 

The  river  was  rccrossed  on  the  2t>th,and  then  followed  the  move- 
ments which  brought  the  command  to  JJethesda  Church  at  the  time 
of  the  disastrous  battle  of  Cold  Harbor.  It  was  not  closely  engaged 
during  this  period,  though  skirmishes  and  demonstrations  were  fre- 
quent, the  loss  of  the  regiment  on  the  3d  of  June  being  seven 
wounded  and  two  missing.  The  James  river  was  crossed  near 
Charles  City  Court  House  on  the  night  of  the  15th,  and  marching 
almost  continuously  the  division  halted  the  next  evening  in  sight  of 
the  city  of  Petersburg.  Next  day  the  First  Division  occupied  a  line 
of  Confederate  works  which  had  been  captured  by  the  Second  Divis- 
ion, and  watched  the  preparations  for  attacking  a  second  and  stronger 
line  beyond.  This  attack  was  made  in  the  afternoon  by  the  Third 
Division  and  was  repulsed;  but  about  sunset  the  First  Division  was 
ordered  forward  to  renew  the  attempt.  The  struggle  was  severe, 
the  assailants  depending  upon  the  bayonet  alone:  but  they  finally 
gained  the  works — oniv  to  be  forced  from  them  bv  a  counter  charge 
made  bv  fresh  Confederate  troops.  The  loss  of  the  Fiftv-seventh 
in  this  struggle  was  11  killed,  30  wounded  and  three  missing. 
Among  the  killed  was  Second  Lieutenant  Edward  I.  Coc,  while  Cap- 
tain Tucker  commanding  the  regiment  was  wounded. 
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elding  until  night  a  position  a  few  hundred  yards  to  the 
ic  column  was  then  ordered  hack  to  camp,  the  Fifty-seventh 
st  two  men  killed  and  1-  wounded. 

riment  had  surely  had  enough  severe  fighting  for  one  sea- 
it  is  pleasant  to  record  that  from  that  time  it  was  not 
mgagcd  for  some  months.    It  remained  in  camp  near  the 
buse  till  the  30th  of  November,  with  the  exception  of  tak- 
in  the  expedition  toward  the  Southside  Hail  road  late  in 
/hen  it  had  one  man  wounded  on  the  skirmish  line.  The 
ps  then  relieved  the  Second  in  the  trenches  near  the  city 
mrg,  where  it  remained  till  (he  fall  of  the  city.    On  the 
jember  the  regiment  was  temporarily  detached  from  its 
d  assigned  to  a  provisional  command  destined  for  an  ex- 
mthward  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  Weldon  Rail- 
lat  direction.    This  occupied  from  the  0th  till  the  13th, 
thout  casualty  so  far  as  the  Fifty-seventh  were  concerned, 
ere  was  much  suffering  from  the  inclement  weather, 
another  expedition  toward  Weldon  during  the  month  of 
1805,  in  which  the  regiment  was  detached  from  its  bri- 
more,  and  was  absent  for  some  days,  suffering  as  before 
IV  weather  and  cold.    With  that  exception,  however,  the 
emained  in  the  works  during  the  winter  and  early  spring, 
ed  near  the  point  whence  the  first  charge  of  the  regiment 
lade  against  the  hostile  lines  when  the  corps  arrived  bc- 
burg  the  previous  summer. 

rhting  of  the  2oth  of  March,  when  the  Confederates  tcm- 
►tured  Fort  Stcdman,  the  Fifty-seventh  had  an  honor- 
It  had  just  relieved  the  Fifty-ninth  in  the  lines  to  the 
e  fort,  so  that  when  the  L'nion  lines  were  broken  the 
the  regiment  was  flanked  and  it  was  obliged  to  fall 
ching  a  favorable  position,  it  held  its  ground  till  assist- 
ivhen  a  heroic  advance  was  made  and  the  works  and  its 
regained  after  a  stubborn  resistance,  in  which  Sergeant 
ham  of  the  Fifty-seventh  captured  the  Hag  of  the  Fil'ty- 
rth  Carolina  Regiment.     In  this  affair  the  loss  of  the 
is  but  four  killed,  though  a  number  were  wounded,  in- 
tain  .lames  Poherty,  a  brave  and  versatile  officer,  whose 
a-rely  felt,    lie  had  been  commissioned  major  dating 
1,  1804,  but  had  not  been  able  to  muster  on  aexvw,\y\.  v>i 
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when  the  movement  began  against  the  Wclclon  Railroad  on  the 
10th  the  regiment  consisted  of  one  officer  and  43  men.  The  divis- 
ion, then  commanded  by  General  White,  was  sharply  engaged  for 
about  an  hour  in  the  battle  which  ensued,  rendering  important  ser- 
vice in  turning  the  temporary  success  of  the  Confederates.  The 
few  members  of  the  Fifty-seventh  fought  heroically,  losing  a  third 
of  their  number — one  being  killed,  eight  wounded  and  seven  missing. 

The  ground  seized  by  the  operations  being  held  and  the  Union 
lines  permanently  extended  to  cover  the  railroad,  the  division  was 
moved  a  short  distance  to  the  right,  where  it  erected  fortifications 
and  remained  engaged  in  picket  duty  till  the  closing  days  of  Sei>- 
tember.  With  the  rest  went  Lieutenant  Doty  and  his  little  band 
of  29  men — all  that  remained  of  the  new  regiment  of  full  numbers 
which  had  left  the  camp  of  organization  four  months  before.  Fort- 
unately this  was  the  lowest  ebb  in  point  of  numbers  of  the  regi- 
ment. Some  of  the  convalescents  and  those  upon  detached  duty 
returned  to  head-quarters,  so  that  when  the  next  movement  was 
made  some  (JO  were  with  the  colors.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tucker, 
having  recovered  from  his  wounds,  rejoined  the  regiment  on  the 
3d  of  September  and  assumed  command.  Captain  Napoleon  B. 
McLaughlcn  of  the  United  States  Army  was  mustered  as  colonel 
of  the  Fifty-seventh  on  the  14th  under  Special  Orders  from  the 
War  Department,  his  rank  dating  back  to  December,  18b'2.  giving 
him  seniority  by  virtue  of  which  he  at  once  took  command  of  the 
brigade. 

On  the  20th  of  September  the  regiment  with  its  division  took 
part  in  a  movement  still  further  to  the  left,  which,  though  primarily 
intended  to  divert  attention  from  a  stronger  movement  to  the  north 
of  the  James  river,  resulted  in  an  obstinate  engagement  on  the  -30th. 
The  regiment  shared  in  this  fight,  losing  one  killed  and  seven 
wounded,  this  action  being  known  as  the  battle  of  Peebles  Farm. 
This  ground  was  also  held,  and  on  the  8th  of  October  the  regiment. 
Captain  James  Dohcrty  commanding,  took  an  important  part  in  a 
reconnaissance  to  the  Boydtown  Plank  road.  It  formed  part  of 
the  skirmish  line,  and  in  advancing,  driving  the  enemy's  outposts, 
it  became  detached  from  the  skirmishers  of  the  division  at  the  left, 
so  that  the  flank  of  the  line  of  the  Fifty -seventh  was  exposed.  Tho 
foe  took  advantage  of  this  fact  and  obliged  the  line  to  change  front 
and  fall  back  a  short  distance,  which  it  did  under  heavy  fire,  tak- 
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Mftv-eijrhth  (Third  Veteran)  Regiment  was  the  last 
■-years'  infantry  organization  from  Massachusetts  to  he 
ered  into  the  national  service  ;md  to  leave  the  state.  It 
t  Readville,  recruiting  for  it  heL'inuimr  ahout  the  middle 
er,  1803,  hut  it  was  not  till  the  14th  of  January  follow- 
npany  A  was  ready  for  the  mustering  ollieer;  13  followed 
)f  February  and  C  on  the  :!Oth,  I)  and  K  on  the  1st  of 
the  liith  and  (J  on  the  lioth.    I i,  mustered  on  the  18th 
is  the  last  company  completed  when  the  call  enme  for 
r  active  service  and  the  eiirhl  companies  were  sent  for- 
i  J\  Richmond  of  Freetown  was  commissioned  colonel 
icnt,  hut  he  resigned  lie  fore  hoiny  mustered  and  was 
v  identified  with  lis  interests.  Major  Fwer,  whose  com- 
id  from  October  -7,  l81io,  heinjr  most  of  the  time  in 
rim:  the  stay  at  Readville.    The  roster  uf  oflieers  with 
fty-eiyhth  left  the  state  was  as  follows:— 

colonel,  John  C  \\  hi  ton  of  Host  on;  major,  Rarnabas 
Fairhaven  :  suryeon.  Alfred  A.  Stoeker  of  Cambridge; 
eons,  Frank  AY  hit  man  of  Roxhury.  X.  J  I.,  and  Thomas 
»ston;  eliaplain,  W  illiam  A.  Start  of  North  Bridyewater; 
ill  Kerr  Oyden  of  Boston;  quartermaster,  Theodore  A. 
w  Bedford. 

—  Captain,  Charles  M.  Upham  of  Chatham:  lirst  lieu- 
<  II.  Kempton  of  New  Bedford  ;  second  lieutenant, 
hunmond  of  Chatham. 

—Captain.  Robert  (Wsman,  2d:  first  lieutenant.  Simeon 
toth  of  Taunton;  second  lieutenant,  John  \V.  I'iske  of 

—Captain.  Everett  S.  Jlorton:  first  lieutenant,  Charles 
)th  of  Attleboro;  seeond  lieutenant,  Nahum  Leonard  of 
iter. 

—Captain,  denies  }-].  Clmrehill;  first  lieutenant,  Lu\v\* 
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the  depleted  numbers  of  the  regiment,  which  lie  was  gallantly  lead- 
ing when  he  received  the  wound  from  which  he  died  the  following 
day.  Among  the  killed  was  First  Lieutenant  Albert  M.  Murdock 
of  Worcester,  formerly  sergeant  major. 

After  the  Fort  Stcdman  affair  there  was  much  activity  on  that 
part  of  the  lines,  both  sides  being  constantly  on  the  alert;  hut  there 
was  no  serious  fighting,  nor  were  the  Fifty-seventh  again  engaged 
with  the  enemy  except  upon  the  skirmish  line,  and  on  the  2d  of 
April,  when  the  day  was  passed  in  demonstrations  and  maneuvers 
but  without  actual  fighting  so  far  as  the  regiment  was  concerned, 
though  some  portions  of  the  Ninth  Corps  were  heavily  engaged. 
The  following  morning  found  the  city  evacuated  and  the  Fifty- 
seventh  Regiment  was  among  the  troops  that  entered  soon  after: 
but  it  passed  through  and  across  the  Appomattox  to  guard  the  roads 
Xo  Richmond  and  Chesterfield.  Recrossing  the  river  on  the  4th,  it 
was  engaged  in  guarding  the  Houthside  Railroad  and  the  Cox  road 
which  ran  near  it,  moving  from  point  to  point  till  it  reached  Wilson 's 
Station,  where  its  head-quarters  were  established.  Directly  after 
the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln  the  Ninth  Corps  was  ordered 
to  Washington,  where  it  reported  late  in  April,  going  on  duty  on  the 
Maryland  side  near  Tennallytown.  From  that  time  till  early  in 
August  following  the  regiment  was  on  duty  at  various  points  in  that 
vicinity,  being  for  a  portion  of  the  time  provost  guard.  The  Fifty- 
ninth  Regiment  was  consolidated  with  the  Fifty-seventh  on  the  20th 
of  June,  the  name  of  the  latter  being  retained. 

The  combined  organizations  were  mustered  out  of  the  United 
States  service  on  the  30th  of  July,  and  at  once  set  out  for  Massa- 
chusetts. Arriving  at  Rcadville,  the  command  went  into  camp  for 
a  few  days,  but  on  the  9th  of  August  the  men  were  paid  and  dis- 
charged. During  the  service  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Regiment  it  lost 
112  officers  and  men  killed  in  action,  137  died  of  wounds  and  dis- 
ease and  34  missing  in  action.  As  these  casualties  occurred  in  a 
membership  of  little  more  than  1,000,  and  nearly  all  of  them  within 
six  months  from  the  time  the  regiment  left  the  state,  it  will  be 
realized  how  severe  was  the  ordeal  to  which  it  was  subjected.  It 
is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  command  nobly  met  all  the  de- 
mands made  upon  it. 
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Qtrenchcd  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  swampy  ravine,  and 
ent  ensued,  indecisive  in  its  results,  in  which  the  Fifty- 
ined  a  loss  of  seven  killed,  23  wounded  and  four  missing. 
1  gained  was  held  till  the  following  afternoon,  the  regi- 
on the  picket  line,  when  the  movement  to  the  rear  and 
o  Spottsylvania  began.  During  the  8th  the  command 
laneellorsville,  and  from  the  9th  to  the  11th  the  regi- 
>art  in  the  marching  and  maneuvering  which  brought 
nto  position  for  the  battle  of  the  12th.  In  those  pre- 
ntests  the  loss  of  the  Fifty-eighth  was  two,  men  killed 
two  wounded. 

the  morning  of  the  12th  the  brigade  moved  to  the  right 
line  of  battle,  joining  in  the  assault  on  the  intrench- 
by  the  left  of  Hill's  corps  of  Lee's  army.    The  works 
ed,  but  the  enemy  only  retreated  to  another  line  which 
08e  taken, and  being  reinforced  later  in  the  day  regained 
>f  the  contested  works,  the  men  of  the  Ninth  Corps  re- 
•avine  a  short  distance  in  the  rear  and  the  Confederates 
disposition  to  pursue  the  fighting  further.    In  this  stub- 
itcr  the  Fifty-eighth  lost  1-J  killed,  lM)  wounded  and  two 
aptain  Harley  and  Adjutant  Ogdcn  were  among  the 
;  command  remained  near  the  scene  of  this  engagement 
emainder  of  the  operations  before  Spottsylvania,  skir- 
uently  and  losing  three  killed,  six  wounded  and  three 
taking  part  in  no  further  heavy  actions.    The  movc- 
tbe  North  Anna  began  the  21st,  and  in  the  skirmish- 
oint  the  regiment  lost  two  or  three  wounded  and  as 
x  from  the  picket  line.    The  river  was  recrossed  at 
ie  2bth.  and  the  southward  march  took  the  regiment 
munkey  late  in  the  evening  of  the  2Sth.    The  Toto- 
•eaehed  next  dav,  and  a  dav  or  two  of  maneuvering 
mi-  ensued  in  which  the  Fiftv-eight  lost  four  wounded 
On  the  afternoon  of  June  2  the  regiment  marched 
(Irove  Church,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  and  hav- 
and  seven  wounded. 

of  the  M  the  Fifty-eighth  moved  forward  and  joined 
m  the  Confederate  lines  before  Cold  Harbor.  Through 
t  advanced  to  within  ">0  yards  of  the  hostile  works, 
i  with  bayonets  and  tin  cups  threw  up  slight  defense* 
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E.  Havward,  botli  of  West  Bridgewater;  second  lieutenant,  John  P. 
Townsend  of  Bridgewater. 

Company  E— Captain,  William  E.  Mason;  first  lieutenant,  Charles 
H.  Tobey;"  second  lieutenant,  Alleu  Almy,  all  of  New  Bedford. 

Company  F — Captain,  Thomas  McFarland;  first  lieutenant,  Charles 
D.  Copeland,  both  of  Fall  River;  second  lieutenant,  Jere  C.  Vaughn 
of  North  Bridgewater. 

Company  U — Captain,  Samuel  B.  Hinckley  of  Fall  River;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Charles  H.  Morton;  second  lieutenant,  James  Cox,  both  of 
Fairhaven. 

Company  H — Captain,  William  H.  Harlcy  of  Chatham;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Clement  Granet  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Isaac  II.  Folger 
of  Nantucket. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Whiton  had  served  for  nine  months  with  the 
same  rank  in  the  Forty-third  Massachusetts  Regiment,  and  nearly 
all  of  his  command,  oflicers  and  men,  had  seen  more  or  less  service 
in  the  field.  The  eight  companies  were  ordered  to  the  front  late  in 
April,  1804,  and  left  Readville  on  the  28th.  reaching  Alexandria, 
Va.,  on  Saturday  the  30th.  Pausing  there  for  a  couple  of  days,  to 
store  such  surplus  baggage  as  could  be  dispensed  with  in  the  field 
operations  on  which  it  was  about  to  enter,  the  regiment  took  cars 
on  the  afternoon  of  May  2  for  Bristoe  Station,  reaching  there  the 
same  evening,  and  being  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade,  Second 
Division,  Ninth  Corps.  The  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  were 
the  Thirty-sixth  Massachusetts,  Seventh  Rhode  Island,  Fifty-first 
New  York,  Forty-fifth  and  Forty -eijrhth  Pennsvlvania.  Colonel 
Zenas  R.  Bliss  commanded  the  brigade,  Brigadier  General  Robert 
B.  Potter  the  division,  and  General  A.  E.  Burnside  the  corps,  which 
was  to  co-operate  with,  though  not  for  a  time  formally  attached  to, 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

The  corps  began  its  forward  movement  on  the  morning  of  the 
4th,  passing  Warren  ton  and  making  some  20  miles,  which  exhausts! 
the  men  very  much,  as  they  were  unused  to  long  marches.  Next 
day  both  the  Rappahannock  and  Rapidan  rivers  were  crossed,  a 
still  longer  march  being  made  and  many  of  the  men  falling  out, 
some  of  whom  were  said  to  have  been  captured  by  bushwackcrs. 
A  few  miles  on  the  morning  of  the  Oth  brought  the  command  to 
Wilderness  Tavern,  where  line  of  battle  was  formed  and  the  division, 
with  the  Third  under  General  Wilcox,  moved  forward  through  the 
dense  tangle  in  the  effort  to  fill  the  gap  between  the  right  and  Iofx 
wings  of  the  Union  army.    The  enemy  was  found  in  the  early 
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occupied  the  time  till  the  30th,  when  the  regiment 
i  Weldon  Railroad  at  Yellow  Ilouse  and  immediately 
ic  battle  of  Poplar  Spring  Church.    The  Fifth  and  Ninth 
ig  to  connect  as  they  advanced,  the  enemy  penetrated 
r  and  after  a  very  brief  contest  captured  nearly  the  entire 
i  Regiment.    Two  of  its  members  had  been  killed— 
utenant  John  W.  Fiske  and  First  Sergeant  Ephraim  H. 
r.,  of  Freetown,  who  had  been  commissioned  but  not 
s  second  lieutenant,  ten  were  wounded  and  W)  captured; 
a  dozen,  including  one  oflieer,  escaped.    However,  de- 
returning  convalescents  and  o4  recruits  from  Massachu- 
!\v  weeks  brought  the  regiment  up  to  respectable  nuin- 
>ok  no  further  part  in  the  military  operations  of  the 
:  about  the  last  of  November  moved  to  Hancock  Station 
nt  into  winter  quarters,  garrisoning  Fort  Meikle.  In 
the  officers  mentioned  as  killed  in  action,  Captain 
Johnson  had  died  of  wounds  October  'JT,  while  a  pris- 
and  Second  Lieutenant  Samuel  J.  Watson  at  his  home 
ord  died  of  disease  December  It. 

e  winter  the  only  notable  incident  was  the  arrival  F.h- 
1)0,  of  Company  K.  commanded  by  First  Lieutenant 
)mlley  of  Provinectown,  tic  second  lieutenant  being 
e  of  Harwich.    The  casualties  meantime  were  few,  one 
illed  and  a  few  wounded.    The  Fifty-eighth  joined  in 
the  morning  of  April  l\  when  it  formed  a  part  of  the 
umn  which  made  a  lodgment  in  the  Confederate  works 
Mahone.    The  position  gained  was  maintained  till  4 
afternoon,  with  stubborn  lighting,  when  it  was  relin- 
•egiment  having  lost  five  killed,  17  wounded  and  14 
the  latter  rejoining  the  regiment  a  week  later  on  the 
Lee's  army.    That  event  found  the  Fifty-eighth  and 
t  Hurkesville  Junction  guarding  the  railroad,  from 
marched  to  Farmville  where  it  remained  for  ten  davs 

• 

Its  n't  urn  march  began  on  the  -Oth,  being  bv  wav 
to  City  Point,  where  it  took  transports  for  Alexan- 
that  city  on  the  -Jsth  and  encamping  in  the  vicinity, 
n  the  gi  and  review  of  .May  2o  in  Washington,  the  re- 
chusetts  began  July  1">.  Readville  being  reached  on 
on  the  li« >  1 1 1  the  men  were  paid  and  discharged. 
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of  earth,  being  ordered  to  maintain  the  position  at  all  hazards. — 
which  they  did  during  the  day,  though  at  heavy  loss,  18  being 
killed  and  G7  wounded.  Among  the  dead  were  Major  Ewer  and 
Captains  Upham  and  McFarland. 

Next  morning  it  was  found  that  the  foe  had  retired  from  that 
part  of  the  field,  and  soon  afterward  the  regiment  was  joined  l»v 
its  ninth  company,  1,  which  had  just  arrived  from  Massachusetts 
via  White  House  Landing.  This  company  was  connnandrd  by  CajH 
tain  Nathan  S.  Oakman  of  Hanover,  his  lieutenants  being  William 
II.  Burbank  of  Med  ford  and  Lorenzo  IX  Munroe  of  Plympton. 
From  this  time  till  the  close  of  the  operations  before  Cold  Harbor 
on  the  12th  the  regiment  was  constantly  on  duty  and  under  fire, 
losing  during  the  time  two  killed,  12  wounded  and  1<>  missing.  Lieu- 
tenant Burba iik  dying  of  his  wounds  at  White  House  Landing  on 
the  11th.  Then  the  march  southward  across  the  James  began,  and 
on  the  17th  the  command  joined  in  the  assault  and  capture  of  the  outer 
defenses  of  Petersburg,  the  loss  of  the  regiment  being  lo1  wounded. 
An  effort  next  day  to  gain  possession  of  the  Norfolk  and  Peters- 
burg Railroad  was  only  partially  successful.  After  obtaining  some 
advantage  the  regiment  found  itself  exposed  to  a  severe  fire  from 
three  sides,  and  took  shelter  in  the  bed  of  a  creek,  where  it  remained 
till  after  dark,  when  it  was  withdrawn  to  a  less  exposed  posit  inn. 
having  met  a  loss  of  two  killed.  22  wounded  and  one  missing.  From 
that  time  to  the  :.»0th  of  duly  it  was  on  duty  in  the  trenches,  meet- 
ing the  additional  loss  of  live  killed,  including  Second  Lieutenant 
Franklin  P.  Hammond  of  Chatham,-  and  nine  wounded. 

In  the  ;"  Battle  of  the  Crater"  July  oO,  the  regiment  with  its  bri- 
gade charged  into  the  chasm  of  the  exploded  fort,  whence  it  was 
ordered  to  capture  a  battery  a  quarter  of  a  mile  beyond.  Two  ;it- 
fremps  were  made  to  execute  the  order,  but  owing  to  the  confusion, 
and  the  heavv  fire  from  the  cnemv,  thev  failed  and  the  regiment 
finally  found  itself  huddled  back  in  the  fort  with  the  other  disorgan- 
ized troops.  Few  could  escape, still  fewer  could  light,  and  when  the 
Confederates  advanced  in  force  the  great  body  of  Union  troops  were 
easily  made  prisoners.  The  loss  of  the  Fifty-eighth  was  five  killed, 
including  First  Lieutenant  Cranet.  30  wounded  and  S4  captured. 

The  remnant  of  the  regiment  occupied  positions  in  the  breast- 
works and  trenches  till  the  2~>ih  of  September,  when  the  Sunday 
services  were  interrupted  by  orders  to  march  hnmediately ;  various 
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illiam  A.  Fifield  of  Lowell;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  P. 
Cambridge. 

y  ¥ — Captain,  Lewis  E.  Munroe  of  Roxbury  ;  first  lieuten- 
rd  II.  Chute  of  Chelsea;  second  lieutenant,  Joseph  E. 
New  bury  port. 

?  G — Captain,  Francis  A.  Wildes  of  Topsfield ;  first  lieu- 
orge  J.  Morse  of  Woburn ;  second  lieutenant,  Ward  B. 
im  of  Boston. 

{  H— Captain,  Edward  B.  P.  Kinsley  of  Cambridge;  first 
Benjamin  F.  Chesley  of  Haverhill ;   second  lieutenant, 
w.  Goldsmith  of  Andover. 

r  I — Captain,  Ezra  P.  Gould  of  Cambridge ;  first  lieuten- 
hrey  H.  Buttrick  of  Concord  ;  second  lieutenant,  Albert 
Lowell. 

K — Captain,  Samuel  A.  Bean  of  Natick;  first  lieutenant, 
iurrill  of  Brookline;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  II.  Lang 

nent  proceeded  to  Washington  by  rail,  arriving  there  on 
t  stopped  over  night  at  the  Soldiers'  Rest  near  the  depot 
ty  was  transferred  by  boat  to  Alexandria,  whence  after 
)  night  at  the  Soldiers'  Rest  of  that  city  and  two  days 
a  field  some  two  miles  out,  ears  were  taken  on  the  after- 
y  2  for  Bealton  Station.    Thence  the  regiment  inarched 
nnoek  Station,  where  it  bivouacked  till  the  4th,  going 
r  to  Brandy  Station  and  the  oth  to  Germania  Ford, 
ported  to  General  Stevenson,  commanding  the  First 
inth  Corps,  and  was  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade  of 
being  associated  with  the  Thirty-fifth,  Fifty-sixth  and 
:i  Massachusetts  and  the  Fourth  and  Tenth  United 
la  i  s,  the  brigade  being  commanded  by  Colonel  Sumner 
he  Thirty-fifth.    The  next  day — ten  days  after  leaving 
1  having  had  absolutely  no  opportunity  for  that  season- 
npline  which  come  from  camp  life  and  drill  under  a 
mandr-r — the  regiment  took  part  in  the  battle  of  the 
In  general  features  the  story  of  its  experience  was 
at  of  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  though  its  loss 
everc  as  that  of  the  Fifty-seventh,  being  12  killed,  27 
1  five  missing.    Soon  after  the  battle  Colonel  Gould 
cd  by  illness,  and  on  recovering  was  assigned  to  the 
the  brigade,  leaving  the  regiment  in  the  efficient  hands 
t  Colonel  Hodges. 

toward  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  the  Fifty-ninth 
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THE  Fifty-ninth  (Fourth  Veteran)  Regiment  was  numerically 
the  last  of  the  four  new  infantry  regiments  authorized  and 
raised  during  the  winter  and  spring  of  1863-4 — which  were 
also  the  last  of  the  three-years'  regiments  sent  out.  In  fact,  how- 
ever, its  organization  was  completed  and  it  left  the  state  before  the 
Fifty-eighth,  though  both  were  recruited  at  Camp  Meigs,  Read vi lie. 
The  first  company  of  the  Fifty-ninth  was  mustered  December 

1803,  but  it  was  a  full  month  before  the  next  company  was  ready 
for  the  mustering  officer.    B  and  C  were  filled  during  January, 

1804,  E,  D  and  F  in  February,  G  and  IT  in  March,  and  1  on  the  2d 
of  April;  but  it  was  not  till  the  21st  of  that  month  that  K  was 
ready  for  the  mustering  officer.  On  the  26th  of  April  the  command 
left  for  Washington  with  the  following  list  of  officers: — 

Colonel,  Jacob  P.  Could  of  Stoneham;  lieutenant  colonel,  John 
Hodges,  Jr.,  of  Salem;  major,  Joseph  Colburn  of  Roxbury;  surgeon. 
William  Ingalls  of  Winchester;  assistant  surgeons,  Thomas  Gilfillan 
of  Cummington  and  Edward  \V.  Norton  of  Blandford ;  chaplain. 
Hiram  L.  Howard  of  Boston;  adjutant.  Horace  M.  Warren;  quarter- 
master, Benjamin  F.  Barnard,  both  of  South  Reading;  sergeant 
major,  James  Gibson  of  Boston ;  quartermaster  sergeant,  James  W. 
Rand  of  Weymouth:  commissary  sergeant,  William  H.  Aldridge  of 
Melrose;  hospital  steward,  William  B.  Dorman  of  Georgetown;  prin- 
cipal musician,  William  Nichols  of  Reading. 

Company  A — Captain,  Francis  M.  Smith  of  Lynn:  first  lieutenant. 
Henry  M.  Cross  of  Newburyport;  second  lieutenant,  Henry  A.  Smith 
of  Charlcstown. 

Company  B— Captain,  Warren  S.  Potter  of  Roxbury;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Henry  L.  Swords  of  Charleston  ;  second  lieutenant,  .John  Foley. 

Company  ('—Captain.  John  H.  Chipman  of  Beverly:  first  lieuten- 
ant, Joseph  Church  of  Boston :  second  lieutenant,  James  Dnnlap  of 
Tonsfield. 

Company  D — Captain,  George  W7.  Field  of  Lowell;  first  lieutenant. 
Benjamin  F.  Milward  of  Salem:  second  lieutenant,  Charles  Cotting. 
Company  E — Captain,  Frederick  Cochrane  of  Mcthuen:  first  Iu-u- 
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eting  the  front,  the  regiment  passed  its  time  till  the 
the  mine  beneath  the  Confederate  works  on  the  morn- 
K)th  of  July,  when  the  brigade,  under  command  of 
tlett,  headed  the  column  of  assault.    The  story  of  the 
1  not  he  repeated; — -the  Fifty-ninth  shared  the  general 
the  day,  having  eight  killed,  25  wounded  and  losing  47 
d  missing.    A  sad  blow  to  the  regiment  was  the  death 
it  commander.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hodges,  who  was 
e  action,  as  was  First  Lieutenant  James  Dunlap.  On 
ugust  the  painful  intelligence  reached  the  command  of 
Colonel  Could,  who  while  in  command  of  a  brigade 
unded.  losing  a  leg,  from  the  e fleet  of  which  he  died, 
dd  was  a  brave  and  capable  officer,  who  entered  the 
e  organization  of  the  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Regi- 
najor,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  almost  three  years, 
d  to  command  the  Fifty-ninth.     Major  Colhurn  being 
the  effects  of  a  wound  received  June  17.  the  remnant 
lent  remained  under  command  of  the  senior  captain 
l  to  duty,  August  15.    He  was  soon  afterward  pro- 
tenant  colonel,  and  Captain  F/.ra  I*.  Could  was  made 
from  August  20;  the  vacant  colonelcy  was  never  tilled 
depleted  numbers  of  the  regiment. 
;ad  experience  the  Fifty-ninth  returned  to  the  works 
•  had  been  doing  service,  and  remained  there  till  the 
linst  the  Weldon  Railroad  was  made,  resulting  in  the 
I '.Mh  ol  August.     In  that  engagement  only  a  portion 
it  took  part,  a  considerable  number  being  detailed  for 
lery  roads,  and  the  loss  was  but  four  wounded  and 
-though  included  in  that  list  was  Adjutant  Warren, 
lie  same  day  from  his  injuries.    His  abilities  as  an 
-ognized  by  the  complimentary  commission  of  major, 
e  4th  of  August. 

vhich  had  gained  possession  of  the  railroad  held  the 
ig  and  remaining  there  till  tin;  2<Sth  of  September, 
movement  to  the  left  was  made,  in  which  the  Fifty- 
ted.  It  was  engaged  in  the  battle  neafthe  Peebles 
ue  killed,  eight  wounded  and  two  missing.  Captain 
)<■  died  of  wounds  received  October  12.  In  this  cn- 
)rigade  was  forced  to  fall  back  temporarily,  hut  the 
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formed  line  of  battle  near  the  Po  river,  and,  intrenching,  held  the 
position  till  the  12th,  when  they  took  part  in  the  general  action  of 
that  day,  suffering  a  loss  of  11  killed,  45  wounded  and  three  miss- 
ing or  prisoners.  Among  the  killed  was  First  Lieutenant  George 
J.  Morse.  Maneuvering,  building  earthworks  and  skirmishing 
occupied  the  time  till  the  army  was  ready  for  another  southward 
movement,  and  the  regiment  next  faced  the  foe  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  24th,  after  having  crossed  the  North  Anna  at  Quarles  Mills. 
In  the  action  there  the  brigade  was  taken  at  a  disadvantage  by  a 
sudden  onset  of  the  enemy,  and  in  falling  back  to  a  tenable  posi- 
tion met  with  considerable  loss  in  which  the  Fifty -ninth  shared  to 
the  extent  of  two  killed,  20  wounded  and  16  missing,  most  of 
whom,  including  two  officers,  were  prisoners.  First  Lieutenant 
George  C.  Burrill  of  Brookline  was  among  the  killed. 

Rcerossing  the  river  when  it  was  found  to  be  impracticable  to 
fight  a  battlo  at  that  point,  the  regiment  shared  in  the  marching 
and  maneuvering*  of  its  brigade  till  the  3d  of  June,  when  it  again 
joined  battle  in  earnest,  in  connection  with  the  general  assault  on 
the  Confederate  lines  at  Cold  Harbor.  The  part  taken  by  the 
Ninth  Corps  in  this  battle  was  somewhat  less  destructive  than  that 
of  corps  further  to  the  left,  but  the  result  was  no  more  satisfactory, 
since  no  decided  impression  was  made  on  the  enemy's  lines  and  the 
loss  of  life  was  without  recompense.  The  Fifty-ninth  had  two 
killed,  15  wounded  and  as  many  captured  or  missing.  For  live 
days  from  the  5th  of  June  the  regiment  was  located  near  Allen's 
Mills,  some  distance  to  the  rear  of  the  scene  of  action  of  the  ;»d. 
Then  followed  the  move  southward  to  the  James  river,  the  crossing 
at  Windmill  Point  on  the  15th  and  the  arrival  before  Petersburg  mi 
the  morning  of  the  17th. 

Late  that  afternoon  the  division  under  command  of  Colonel 
Gould  charged  the  enemy's  lines  at  a  point  where  another  division 
had  charged  and  failed;  this  attempt  was  more  successful,  making 
a  lodgment  in  the  hostile  works  by  virtue  of  the  bayonet  alone, 
after  a  long  struggle.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  severe,  being 
13  killed,  49  wounded  and  eight  missing.  Captain  Samuel  A.  Jiean 
was  mortally  wounded,  dying  three  days  later.  Although  the  Con- 
federate troops  had  simply  been  driven  from  their  outer  lines  to  a 
stronger  position  in  the  rear,  the  Union  soldiers  held,  changed  and 
strengthened  what  they  had  gained,  and  in  these  duties,  as  well  as 
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n  the  two  linos  of  intrenchments  to  Fort  Haskell,  where 
id  fragments  of  the  brigade  were  gathered. 
;  enemy  had  been  driven  out  Major  Gould  and  his  com- 
ordered  into  the  trenches,  this  time  between  Fort  Stcd- 
ittery  XI,  where  they  remained  till  the  fall  of  Petcrs- 
lichmond,  on  the  2d  of  April,  being  kept  on  the  alert 
and  night  during  that  time  by  the  activity  which  pre- 
)th  sides,  though  there  was  not  much  severe  fighting  in 
regiment  participated.    On  the  morning  of  the  3d  it 
ward  over  the  works  and  into  the  evacuated  city,  en- 
tho  vicinity  for  a  few  days,  after  which  it  did  duty  at 
ts  guarding  the  Southside  Railroad.    Late  in  April  the 
•dered  to  Washington,  going  by  transports  to  Alexan- 
encamping  for  a  few  days  near  that  city  it  crossed  to 
of  Tennallvtown,  with  its  division,  and  resumed  the 
imp  life,  with  occasionally  a  turn  of  picket  duty,  which 
)me  rather  a  form  than  a  necessity.    During  the  month 
Fifty-ninth  was  formally  consolidated  with  the  Fif ty- 
ing the  record  of  its  existence  ;)s  a  separate  regiment, 
lembership  of  less  than  1,000,  the  Fifty-ninth  had  48 
on  and  11)8  wounded  ;  while       died  from  wounds  and 
f  the  number  as  prisoners  of  war.    Like  the  other 
■giments,*'  this  command  had  no  occasion  to  blush,  for 
Jailed  into  action  almost  directly  from  the  camp  of 
and  engaging  in  the  most  persistent  and  exhausting 
>wn  to  the  war,  it  dwindled  away  to  a  mere  handful 
rge  of  its  trying  duties,  so  that  it  was  finally  merged 
zanization  before  the  close  of  its  service. 
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ground  was  afterward  recovered  and  works  were  thrown  up  which 
the  Fifty-ninth  assisted  in  manning  lill  the  2bth  of  October.  A 
reconnaissance  was  then  made  toward  the  Southside  Railroad,  hut 
it  was  not  successful,  and  the  regiment  returned  with  the  rest  ui 
the  command,  building;  winter  quarters,  but  was  soon  after  ordered 
back  to  the  right  of  the  lines,  where  works  were  occupied  near 
the  scene  of  the  regiment's  first  contests  before  Petersburg.  The 
position  of  the  Fiftv-ninth  was  at  the  right  of  the  brigade — then 
known  as  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  and  commanded  by 
Colonel  McLaughlen  of  the  Fifty-seventh.  The  works  were  in 
very  bad  condition  when  the  regiment  occupied  them,  but  by  labor- 
ing day  and  night  they  were  in  a  short  time  made  sis  complete  a> 
circumstances  would  admit.  The  ground  was  very  low  and  close 
to  the  enemy's  lines,  where  the  constant  firing  rendered  bomb-proofs 
necessary,  and  these  from  the  marshy  nature  of  the  soil  were  con- 
stantly more  or  less  filled  with  water.  Incessant  efforts,  however, 
finally  overcame  many  of  the  difficulties,  and  the  quarters  of  the 
men  were  made  habitable. 

During  February,  18b'5,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Colburn  obtained  a 
leave  of  absence,  and  as  he  resigned  before  its  expiration  the  com- 
mand of  the  Fifty-ninth  thenceforth  devolved  on  Major  Gould.  On 
the  15th  of  March  the  regiment  was  relieved  by  the  Fifty-seventh, 
and  quitting  the  trenches  for  a  well-earned  season  of  rest  took  the 
camp  vacated  by  the  relieving  regiment,  in  the  vicinity  and  to  the 
rear  of  Fort  Haskell.  Ten  days  later  came  the  Confederate  capture 
of  Fort  Stedman,  and  as  soon  as  the  nature  of  the  disaster  wa> 
known  the  Fiftv-ninth  were  ordered  to  Battery  XI,  a  small  work  to 
the  left  of  Fort  Stedman  which  had  been  manned  by  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Massachusetts,  most  of  whom  had  been  captured  by  the  as- 
sailants. When  the  regiment  arrived  there  the  few  Confederates 
left  in  possession  of  the  lunette  were  quickly  driven  out  or  captured, 
but  it  was  soon  found  that  the  works  on  both  sides  were  virtuallv 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  having  either  been  captured  or  deserted 
by  their  defenders.  Colonel  McLaughlen  and  his  staff  were  made 
prisoners  on  entering  Fort  Stedman,  which  they  supposed  still  in 
the  possession  of  Union  troops,  and  the  lines  of  rebels  in  the  rear 
were  converging  to  gather  in  the  little  band  of  the  Fifty-ninth. 
There  was  but  one  method  of  escape,  and  that  was  promptly  adopts! : 
the  regiment  sprang  over  the  works  to  the  front  and  thus  mad.'  ;t> 
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TT — Captain,  Stephen  D.  Gardiner  of  Boston;  first  Heu- 
mh  L.  Johnson;  second  lieutenant,  Eben  1\  Cutter,  both 
port. 

I,  Haverhill— Captain.  David  Boynton;  first  lieutenant, 
econd  lieutenant,  Joshua  M.  Stover. 

K— Captain.  Chandler  J.  Woodward;  first  lieutenant, 
»,  both  of  Shelburne. 

lent,  being  filled,  left  under  orders  to  report  to  the  ad- 
■al  of  the  army  at  Washington,  August  1,  1804,  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Woodward,  with  878  enlisted  men; 
linir  Baltimore,  where  it  was  joined  by  Colonel  Wass,  it 
to  wait  there  for  further  orders.  Arms  were  stacked  in 
id  the  regiment  slept  on  the  sidewalk  the  first  night, 

marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Relay  House,  where  a  stop 
>ek  was  made.  The  men  had  no  tents,  but  the  weather 
le,  with  the  exception  of  one  heavy  rain-storm.  The 

then  changed  to  Carroll  Hill,  near  the  city,  where 
;  was  passed,  when  the  regiment  w  as  ordered  to  lndian- 
.vhere  danger  was  apprehended  from  disloyal  secret 
.  The  Sixtieth,  accompanied  by  a  Pennsylvania  re<ri- 
d  to  its  destination  and  was  at  first  quartered  at  Camp 
nit  shortly  after  removed  to  Burnside  Barracks  and 
m  Reserve  regimenl  furnished  guards  for  a  stockade 

000  Confederate  prisoners  of  war. 

1  there,  thus  engaged,  during  its  entire  term  of  enlist- 
s  mustered  out  of  service  November  o0  of  the  same 

leaving  for  home  Colonel  Wass  received  from  Oov- 
of  Indiana  a  very  complimentary  letter  of  thanks 
•portment  of  his  command. 


THE  SIXTIETH  REGIMENT. 


THE  Sixtieth  Regiment  was  a  militia  organization  formed  in 
the  summer  of  1804  for  100  days'  service,  some  of  the  com- 
panies of  which  had  previously  had  an  existence,  while  others 
were  recruited  for  the  purpose.  The  rendezvous  was  at  Readville. 
where  the  companies  assembled  during  July,  C  being  mustered  fust 
on  the  14th,  others  following  almost  daily  till  the  23d  when  E.  H 
and  1  completed  the  regiment.  The  list  of  officers  was  not  com- 
pleted till  some  time  later,  so  far  as  the  lield  and  stafT  were  con- 
cerned, but  when  mustered  the  roster  was  as  follows: — 

Colonel,  Ansel  D.  Wass  of  Boston;  lieutenant  colonel,  David  M. 
Woodward  of  Worcester;  major,  Uriah  Macoy  of  North  Bridgewater; 
surgeon,  Frederic,  W.  Mercer;  assistant  surgeon,  George  II.  Powers, 
both  of  Boston  ;  adjutant  Thomas  Sturgis  of  New  York  :  cjuarter- 
master,  John  C.  Heymer  of  Cambridge;  sergeant  major.  William  H. 
Cad  well  of  New  Bedford;  quartermaster  sergeant,  David  M.  Kelly; 
commissary  sergeant,  Joseph  Chase,  both  of  Haverhill;  lfbspital  stew- 
ard, John  S.  (  hick  of  Sturbridgo;  drum  major,  William  H.  Penni- 
man  of  Quincy. 

Company  A,  Abington — Captain,  Josiah  Soule.  Jr. ;  first  lieuten- 
ant, Joseph  B.  Warne;  second  lieutenant.  Brainerd  Cashing. 

Company  B,  Quincy— Captain,  F.  Edward  Bent;  first  lieutenant. 
Warren  W~  Adams;  second  lieutenant.  Albert  Keating. 

Company  C,  North  Bridgewater — Captain.  Charles  L.  Spronl:  fim 
lieutenant,  Thomas  P.  Barnefield;  second  lieutenant,  Beriah  T.  Hill- 
man  of  Bridgewater. 

Company  D.  Fall  Kiver — Captain,  Joseph  O'Neill;  first  lieutenant, 
Benjamin  F.  Simmons;  second  lieutenant.  William  H.  Munroe. 

Company  K — Captain,  Moses  W.  Comsett  of  Boston;  first  lieuten- 
ant. Darius  P.  Richards  of  Cambridge;  second  lieutenant,  Robert  K. 
Andrews  of  Dorchester. 

Company  F— Captain,  Robert  II.  Chamberlain  of  Worcester;  first 
lieutenant,'  Joseph  A.  Titus;  second  lieutenant,  George  M.  Robert?, 
both  of  Leicester. 

Company  G — Captain,  Barker  B.  Kent,  Jr.,  of  Boston;  first  lieu- 
•  tenant,  John  Dorr  of  Lexington;  second  lieutenant,  Ezra  Perkins  f 
Boston. 
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1,  Austin  Moody  of  Westfield;  principal  musicians,  Edward 
ittsfield  and  Jeremiah  Sullivan  of  Taunton. 
A— Captain,  George  T.  Barker  of  Boston;  first  lieuten- 
n  II.  Brown  of  Pittsfield;  second  lieutenant,  John  L. 

East  Lyme,  Ct. 

B — Captain,  William  P.  Drury  of  Chelsea;  first  lieuten- 
1  IT.  Morrill  of  Haverhill. 

C  —Captain,  Asahel  Wheeler  of  Ashburnham;  first  lieu- 
lry  T.  Johns  of  Pittsfield;  second  lieutenant,  Frank  J. 

D — Captain,  Simeon  X.  Eldridge  of  Adams;  first  lieuten- 
W.  Howard  of  Waltham;  second  lieutenant,  Horace  A. 
South  Reading. 

E — Captain.  James  B.  Moore  of  West  Koxbury;  first  lieu- 
s  Farwell  of  Keene,  X.  II.;  second  lieutenant,  Frederick 
Cambridge. 

F — Captain,  Sebastian  K.  Strceter  of  Koxbury;  first  lieu- 
rt  E.  Daniels  of  Agawam. 

't — Captain,  Eugene  G.  Tcutin  of  Chelsea;  first  lieuten- 
Gragg  of  Koxbury;  second  lieutenant,  William  J.  Duck- 
*a. 

1 — Captain,  Linus  E.  Clark  of  Lynn  :  first  lieutenant, 
le  of  Worcester;  second  lieutenant,  Thomas  B.  Hart  of 

— Captain,  Alanson  H.  Ward  of  Worcester:  first  lieuten- 
n  Vaughan  of  Cambridge;  second  lieutenant,  George  A. 
Worcester. 

K— First  lieutenant,  Charles  A.  Clarke  of  Med  way; 
lant.  John  I).  Ryan  of  Boston. 

lominally  employed  as  engineers,  the  Sixty-first  were 
to  perform  camp  and  picket  duty,  and  when  there  was 
were  as  wi  ll  taken  to  the  front  to  hold  the  lines  while 
ccupnnts  were  away  on  detached  service.    As  these 
addition  to  the  constant  work  upon  the  fortifications, 
»  winter  a  very  trying  one  for  the  battalion;  but  as  a 
ion,  including  nearly  every  officer,  of  the  command 
or  service  in  Massachusetts  regiments,  there  was  com- 
e  sickness,  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Sixty- 
favorable.    From  the  10th  to  the  1-th  of  December 
is  on  duty  at  the  front  near  Fort  Sedgwick,  when  the 
nueh  from  the  keen  cold  of  the  winter  weather,  but 
returned  to  its  camp  without  casualty,  though  with 
s  incurred  while  on  the  picket  line.    From  the  oth 
f  February,  LSoVj.  the  battalion,  then  consisting  of 


THE  SIXTY-FIRST  REGIMENT 


THE  Sixty-first  Regiment  was  organized  for  one  year's  service 
during  the  fall  and  winter  of  1864-5,  and  was  the  last  regi- 
ment to  leave  the  state.  Recruiting  for  it  began  about  the 
middle  of  August,  and  rendezvous  was  at  Gallop's  Island  in  Boston 
Harbor,  where  the  recruits  were  sent  by  detachments  as  they  were 
obtained.  The  entire  state  was  represented  in  the  membership  of 
the  command,  though  Company  A  was  made  up  of  men  from  Pitts- 
field  and  some  neighboring  towns,  while  Company  D  was  composed 
of  Adams  men.  Company  B  was  the  first  filled,  being  mustered  at 
various  dates  during  the  latter  part  of  August  and  early  in  Septem- 
ber, and  during  the  latter  month  four  other  companies  were  com- 
pleted— C  being  mustered  from  the  1st  to  the  17th,  A  on  the  12th, 
D  on  the  14th  and  E  before  the  last  days.  These  five  companies, 
forming  a  battalion  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Charles 
F.  Walcott,  left  the  state  on  the  7th  of  October,  going  by  the  gov- 
ernment transport  steamer  Charles  Thomas  and  reaching  their  desti- 
nation at  City  Point,  Va.,  five  days  later  after  a  stormy  passage. 
The  battalion  was  at  once  assigned  to  the  Engineer  Brigade  under 
command  of  General  Benhain,  encamping  a  mile  or  two  from  the 
landing  and  naming  its  quarters  Camp  Schouler.  for  the  efficient 
adjutant  general  of  Massachusetts.  The  other  companies  were  for- 
warded as  they  filled,  and  when  the  regiment  was  completed  its 
roster  of  officers  was  as  follows: — 

Colonel,  Charles  F.  Walcott  of  Cambridge;  lieutenant  colonel. 
Elicnezer  \V.  Stone,  .Jr.,  of  lioxlmry ;  major,  James  G.  C.  Dodge  of 
Boston;  surgeon,  James  Oliver  of  Athol;  assistant  surgeon.  Rufus  A. 
Olloqiii  of  Boston;  adjutant.  II.  Burr  Crandall  of  Boston;  quarter- 
master, Frederiok  Chandler  of  Cambridge;  sergeant  major,  Benjamin 
F.  Dexter  of  Medway;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Charles  M.  Brown  of 
Adams;  commissary  sergeant,  Patrick  J.  Donovan  of  Medway;  hos- 
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started  toward  Richmond,  en  route  to  Washington,  having 
oe  been  attached  to  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
ds.    Twelve  days  of  marching  brought  the  command  to 
y  of  the  national  capital,  and  it  went  into  camp  near  Fort 
It  participated  in  the  review  of  the  army  on  the  23d  of 
o  other  event  of  note  occurred  till  the  5th  of  J une,  when  the 
ompanies  were  returned  to  Massachusetts  for  muster  out 
it  Readville  on  the  8th,  they  were  discharged  on  the  17th. 
talion  which  remained  in  service  maintained  its  organiza- 
eas  on  the  1st  of  July  attached  to  the  Third  Brigade, 
sion  of  the  Provisional  Corps  occupying  the  defenses  of 
n.    But  this  assignment  only  continued  till  the  20th 
econd  battalion  started  for  home,  arriving  at  Readville 
and  being  mustered  out  on  the  1st  of  August.  Although 
as  comparatively  short,  the  regiment  performed  a  great 
•d  labor,  and  won  compliments  from  its  commanders  in 
osition  it  was  placed. 
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seven  companies,  was  engaged  at  the  front  while  the  movement  to 
Hatcher's  Run  was  being  made,  returning  to  its  camp  when  the 
lines  at  the  Run  had  been  established. 

Company  II  joined  the  main  body  of  the  regiment  at  City  Point 
on  the  loth  of  February,  having  made  the  passage  from  Massachu- 
setts on  the  deck  of  the  transport  steamer  Mississippi,  where  as  the 
weather  was  quite  severe  during  the  passage  nearly  a  quarter  of  the 
men  had  received  frost-bites,  some  of  them  very  serious.  Com- 
panies 1  and  K  reported  a  month  later,  completing  the  reiriment. 
which  on  the  17th  of  March  was  transferred  from  Rcnham's  Engi- 
neer Brigade  with  which  it  had  thus  far  served,  and  became  part  of 
an  independent  brigade  under  Colonel  Charles  II.  T.  Collis  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  From  this 
time  until  the  final  assault  upon  Petersburg,  the  regiment  was  en- 
gaged in  provost  and  guard  duty  about  head-quarters  at  City  Point, 
but  when  the  final  operations  began  on  the  29th  of  March  it  was 
placed  under  arms  and  held  itself  ready  for  active  duty. 

It  was  not  until  afternoon  of  the  2d  of  April  that  the  regiment 
was  called  into  actual  conllict.  It  was  then  in  support  of  the  Ninth 
Corps,  which  had  made  a  lodgment  in  the  Confederate  works  be- 
fore Fort  Sedgwick,  and  about  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the 
enemy  had  retaken  Fort  Mahone,  the  Sixty-lirst  were  called  on  to 
attempt  a  second  capture  of  the  fort.  They  made  a  superb  charge 
under  a  deadly  lire,  gaining  and  holding  the  parapet  of  the  fort,  the 
Confederates  retiring  behind  the  nearest  parallel.  There  they  held 
on  detenninedlv  till  sometime  after  dark,  an  advance  of  skirmishers 
under  command  of  First  Lieutenant  Henry  W.  Howard  finding  the 
works  evacuated;  morning  light  showed  that  the  retreat  had  ex- 
tended to  Petersburg  and  Richmond,  and  that  the  Confederate 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia  had  become  a  fugitive  band,  in  com- 
mon with  the  late  government  at  Richmond.  In  the  action  of  the 
2d  the  loss  of  the  Sixty-first  had  been  live  killed  and  30  wounded, 
two  of  the  latter  mortally.  Among  the  slain  was  a  brave  young 
ollicer — Second  Lieutenant  Thomas  R.  Hart. 

The  regiment  with  its  brigade  followed  the  retreating  rebel  army 
till  the  surrender,  returning  to  City  Point  on  the  12th  in  charge  of 
the  captives  taken  from  Kwell's  Corps  at  Sailor's  Creek.  Aft.'r 
four  days'  rest  the  brigade  set  out  for  Burkcsville,  where  it 
arrived  on  the  20th  and  encamped  till  the  1st  of  May,  when  the 
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irst  Regiment  of  Heavy  Artillery  was  a  reorganization 
hat  arm  of  the  service  of  the  Fourteenth  (Infantry) 
ment  of  Massachusetts  Volunteers  [which  see].  The 
ion  was  ordered  on  the  1st  of  January,  1862,  and  as 
ssible  thereafter  the  companies  were  raised  to  the  re- 
bers  by  an  addition  of  "><>  men  each,  two  new  companies, 
150  men  each  being  added.    As  a  part  of  the  command 
SVadsworth  in  the  defenses  uf  Washington  the  regiment 
iring  the  spring  and  summer,  engaged  iu  building  and 
ig  fortifications,  repairing  roads,  and  the  kindred  duties 
volving  upon  troops  in  that  position,  in  addition  to  gar- 
various  forts  placed  under  their  care, 
cneral  Pope's  Virginia  campaign  the  regiment  waB 
»r  arms  for  duty  in  the  field,  and  on  the  '2M  of  August 
Cloud's  Mills,  stopping  there  till  tin:  :20th,  when  it  was 
aid  to  Manassas.    On  the  route  small  bodies  of  troops 
1  defeated  by  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  met,  and  about 
d  Fairfax  Court  J  louse  the  command  was  obliged  to 
l  line  of  battle,  remaining  in  that  position  during  the 
following  night.    One  of  the  regiment  was  wounded 
ket  and  taken  to  a  house  in  the  rear  for  treatment. 
l  sudden  dash  was  made  hv  a  bodv  of  hostile  eavalrv 
cal  staff  of  the  regiment,  wagoners  and  others  were 
M'S.    The  surgeons  were  released  after  being  taken 
,  and  the  enlisted  men  were  paroled.    Toward  evening 
e  regiment  started  back,  going  as  far  as  Cloud's  Mills 
ind  the  next  day  resuming  duty  in  the  forts.     For  a 
:  garrisoned  eight  forts,  the  line  extending  from  Fort 
it  of  Long  Bridge  to  Fort  Bennett  covering  Aqueduct 
line  was  then  shortened  at  the  right  by  the  as«A<*\\- 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  SIXTY-SECOND  REGIMENT. 


HE  Sixty-second  Regiment  was,  like  the  Sixty-first,  intended 


to  serve  for  one  year,  and  its  advance  squads  went  into  camp 


*  at  Readville  after  the  departure  of  the  last  companies  of  the 
Sixty-first.  Some  of  its  recruits  were  mustered  early  in  March, 
1805,  and  additions  were  made  till  the  11th  of  April,  when  news  of 
the  surrender  of  General  Lee's  army  stopped  enlistments.  At  this 
time  four  companies  had  been  filled,  and  nine  officers  were  in  com- 
mission and  mustered,  as  follows: — 

Surgeon,  Joshua  B.  Tread  well  of  Boston;  captains,  Warren  S.  Pot- 
ter of  Roxbury,  Christopher  T.  Tlanley  of  Boston,  and  Thomas  F. 
Winthrop  of  Andover;  first  lieutenants.  John  C.  lleymer  and  Darius 
1*.  Richards  of  Cambridge  and  Theodore  \Y .  Fisher  of  Morthtield: 
second  lieutenants,  Melville  Egglestou  of  Stockbridge  and  Andrew  C 
McKenna  of  Boston. 

Ansel  I).  Wass  of  Boston,  who  had  already  served  honorably  with 
several  regiments,  had  been  designated  as  colonel,  and  1.  Harris 
Hooper  of  Roxbury  as  lieutenant  colonel,  but  they  were  not  mus- 
tered to  those  grades.  Other  line  officers  had  likewise  been  com- 
missioned but  not  mustered,  while  several  proffered  commissions  had 
been  declined.  The  four  companies  maintained  their  organization 
at  the  camp  till  the  early  days  of  May,  when  orders  were  received 
for  their  muster  out,  and  on  the  5th  the  men  were  dismissed  to 
their  homes.  All  told,  400  officers  and  men  had  been  mustered 
into  the  regiment,  of  whom  two  enlisted  men  had  died  of  disease  in 
camp,  while  eight  had  deserted.  The  Sixty-second  Regiment  could 
hardlv  have  been  said  to  have  a  historv,  vet  it  hud  contributed  some- 
thing  in  the  great  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  a  common  country. 
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Winchester,  where  he  reported  to  General  Milroy,  and 
cer  was  obliged  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat  before 
Ewell's  Corps  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  on 
company  was  detailed  to  remain  behind  and  spike  the 
nion  guns,  destroying  the  ammunition.  This  duty 
d,  but  Captain  Martin  and  44  of  his  men  were  made 

remainder  of  the  company  reaching  Harper's  Ferry, 
1  singly,  on  the  10th  and  17t.li.    Ou  the  29th  orders 

prepare  for  the  evacuation  of  the  post  at  the  Ferry, 
lion,  after  loading  the  best  of  the  artillery  upon  canal 
troying  everything  else  except  a  few  old  guns  left  in 
vqy  the  retreat  of  the  boats,  marched  on  the  1st  of  July 
where  it  reported  to  General  Kenly,  commanding  the 
gade,  and  remained  attached  to  his  command  till  it 
•my  of  the  Potomac,  when  the  battalion  reported  to 
.  Tyler  commanding  the  reserve  artillery  and  was  for 
y  under  him. 

Company  H  had  been  left  in  charge  of  the  guns  at 
^hts,  and  after  manning  the  pieces  till  the  last  of  the 
rerc  out  of  range  Captain  Holt  spiked  the  guns  and 
his  company  to  Frederick.    IJefore  rejoining  the  bat- 
ordered  back  with  his  command  to  the  Harper's  Ferry 
ad  a  sharp  skirmish  with  the  Confederates  across  the 
the  rebels  from  their  position  with  two  six-pounder 
his  command  mounted  upon  convenient  logs.  This 
ained  on  duty  there  for  some  days,  reporting  to  the 
the  11th.    Twelve  days  afterward  the  battalion  was 
to  duty  on  Maryland  Hights,  and  encamped  there  with- 
e  of  note  till  the  30th  of  November,  when  it  was  re- 
lered  to  report  to  the  regiment  in  front  of  Washing- 
red  men  from  Company  I  having  been  exchanged  and 
itv  some  six  weeks  before. 

>cning  of  the  campaign  of  1804  under  direction  of 
,  the  First,  with  other  heavy  artillery  regiments,  were 
take  the  field  for  active  duty  as  infantry.  The  com- 
l  on  the  loth  of  May  to  Alexandria,  whence  it  at  once 
s  to  lielle  Plain  on  Potomac  Creek,  where  it  debarked 
lay  and  reported  to  General  U.  <).  Tyler.  It  was  as- 
•eeond  brigade  of  Tyler's  Pi  vision,  mainly  couu^vskA. 


124  MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 

mcnt  of  oilier  troops  to  three  of  the  forts,  the  First  continuing  to 
occupy  Forts  De  Kalb,  Woodbury,  Tillinghast,  Craig  and  Albany. 
Soon  after  Companies  fl  and  I  were  detached  from  the  regiment 
for  garrison  duty  at  Maryland  II ights,  opposite  Harper's  Ferry,  and 
a  month  later  were  joined  by  Company  C,  Company  B  being  added 
to  the  garrison  there  on  the  23d  of  December.  The  companies  first 
arriving  with  great  difficulty  remounted  and  put  in  condition  for  use 
the  guns  spiked  and  rolled  down  the  slope  by  Colonel  Miles  previous 
to  the  surrender  of  the  post,  and  the  works  in  the  vicinity  were  ex- 
tended and  strengthened  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  battalion,  which 
remained  there  during  a  considerable  part  of  the  ensuing  year. 

Many  changes  occurred  in  the  roster  of  the  First  during  the  year 
18b*2.  Colonel  Greene  resigned  his  commission  on  the  11th  of 
October  and  was  succeeded  by  Colonel  Thomas  R.  Tannatt,  trans- 
ferred from  the  Sixteenth  Regiment,  who  joined  his  new  command 
soon  after  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Oliver 
had  resigned  March  13,  as  Surgeon  Dana  did  on  the  30th  of  Octo- 
ber. Major  Andrew  Washburn,  promoted  from  quartermaster,  was 
dismissed  the  service  September  15.  Major  Levi  P.  Wright  was 
promoted  to  be  lieutenant  colonel  June  10;  and  Captains  Frank  A. 
Rolfe,  Seth  S.  Buxton  and  Nathaniel  Shatswell  became  majors  on 
the  22d  of  March,  10th  of  June  and  31st  of  December  respectively. 
Major  Buxton  died  of  disease  January  15, 1863,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Captain  Alonzo  G.  Draper.  The  latter,  it  may  be  added,  was  on 
the  2d  of  August  following  made  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  North 
Carolina  Colored  Troops,  afterward  the  Thirty-sixth  United  States 
Colored  Infantry.  Captain  Horace  Holt  succeeded  him  as  major. 
In  the  line  officers  the  changes  were  proportionally  great,  no  less 
than  3b'  enlisted  men  being  promoted  second  lieutenants  during  the 
year  lbSo'2.  Second  Lieutenant  Howard  Carroll  of  Cambridge  died 
of  disease  at  Fort  Craig  September  23. 

During  the  following  year  the  eight  companies  opposite  Washing- 
ton remained  in  the  defenses,  three  companies  being  detailed  to 
garrison  Fort  Whipple.  For  much  of  the  time  Colonel  Tannatt 
was  in  command  of  the  brigade  of  which  his  regiment  formed  a 
part,  and  for  two  months  had  charge  of  the  line  of  defenses  on  that 
side  of  the  Potomac.  The  only  incidents  of  note  during  1803  were 
in  connection  with  the  battalion  stationed  at  Maryland  Rights  under 
Major  Rolfe.    On  the  10th  of  June  Captain  Martin  with*  Company 
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panics  had  an  active  part,  being  temporarily  assigned  to 
rade.  From  the  4th  till  the  12th,  when  the  march  to 
-iver  began,  the  regiment  held  a  position  on  the  Shady 
much  of  the  time  under  fire,  the  total  loss  being  two 
funded  and  lb'  missing. 

the  James  on  the  14th,  the  First  marched  the  next  day 
rsburg,  reaching  the  Dunn  house  soon  after  the  colored 
arried  the  works  at  that  place.    At  sunset  of  the  16th 
t  formed  part  of  the  force  which  assaulted  the  enemy's 
ras  repulsed  with  heavy  loss^2o  killed,  132  wounded 
ssing.    First  Lieutenant  Lewis  I*.  Caldwell  of  Amcs- 
cond  Lieutenant  Orrin  L.  Farnham  of  Andover  were 
Minded,  dying  the  following  day.     Nine  men  were 
tring  the  operations  of  the  17th.    Two  assaults  were 
e  18th — one  at  sunrise,  driving  the  enemy  from  his 
the  Hare  house,  and  another  at  noon,  which  failed  to 
cl  its  purpose.    !n  these  affairs  and  in  skirmishing  which 
lg  the  next  two  days  the  regiment  lost  four  killed  anil 
On  the  21st  the  movement  to  the  .Jerusalem  Plank 
?gun,  and  the  following  day  the  First  took  part  in  the 
ddnn  Railroad  which  resulted.    The  n-giment  suffered 
ocially  in  prisoners,  the  division  being  Hanked  by  the 
ing  through  Larhov's  I  division  on  the  left  of  IJirney's. 
ph  W.  Kimball  of  Lawrence  was  killed  as  were  eight 
,  48  were  wounded,  and  I8f>  captured,  including  six 

• 

f  comparative  ipiiet  followed,  during  which,  on  the  Oth 
regiment  was  ordered  to  the  rear  that  the  papers  for 
il  of  the  original  members,  or  such  of  them  as  had 
1,  might  be  prepared,  and  the  men  departed  for  Massa- 
e  8th.    The  remainder,  st ill  maintaining  the  regimen- 
on,  returned  to  the  brigade  on  the  12th,  and  after  a 
duty  at  the  front  went  into  camp  near  t lie  Deserted 
Colonel  Taunatt  resigned  his  commission  and  was 
Julv  18. 

remainder  of  the  summer  the  regiment  moved  from 
!;  in  the  works  about  Petersburg,  crossing  the  dames 
;inity  of  Deep  1  Jot  torn  mi  the  27th  of  duly  and  again 
August,  suffering  a.  total  loss  of  some  ten  killed  vvwvx 
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of  heavy  artillery  regiments.  Colonel  Tannatt  commanded  the 
brigade.  It  marched  on  the  17th  by  way  of  Fredericksburg  to  the 
reinforcement  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  then  before  .S  pott  syl- 
van i  a,  reporting  at  head-quarters  early  in  the  morning  of  the  18th. 
During  that  day  the  regiment  was  under  artillery  fire  much  of  the 
time,  and  the  following  day.  soon  after  having  marched  to  the  Har- 
ris farm,  some  two  miles  to  the  rear  on  the  Fredericksburg  road,  had 
its  first  severe  engagement.  A  Confederate  force  (Ewell's  Divis- 
ion of  Early's  Corps,  0.000  strong)  being  reported  in  the  woods  in 
front  of  the  regiment,  two  companies  were  deployed  as  skirmishers, 
and  became  at  once  engaged.  The  First  Battalion  under  Major 
Rolfe  went  to  the  support  of  the  skirmishers,  and  the  rest  of  the 
regiment  was  soon  engaged,  fighting  for  a  time  the  entire  hostile 
division.  Support  having  arrived,  the  First  fell  back  and  reformed 
their  line,  when  they  again  advanced  and  took  part  in  the  engage- 
ment till  the  enemy  retired  with  heavy  loss  late  in  the  evening.  In 
this  its  first  battle  the  regiment  suffered  a  loss  of  394  of  the  1.017 
taken  into  action,  oo  being  killed,  312  wounded  and  27  missing. 
Among  the  killed  were  the  gallant  Major  Frank  A.  Rolfe  and  First 
Lieutenant  Edward  Graham  of  Lynn,  and  of  the  15  officers  wounded 
Captains  Albert  A.  Davis  of  Lawrence  and  William  G.  Thompson 
of  Amesbury,  and  First  Lieutenant  Charles  Carroll  of  Lynn  died 
of  their  injuries. 

After  this  creditable  test  of  its  fighting  qualities  the  regiment 
joined  in  the  movement  to  the  North  Anna,  and  during  the  light- 
ing at  that  point  was  in  reserve,  having  one  man  killed  and  13 
wounded — two  of  the  latter  being  members  of  a  detachment  sent 
out  to  destroy  a  bridge  across  the  river  above  the  scene  of  conHiet. 
At  noon  of  the  27th  the  march  to  the  left  was  resumed  and  next 
day  the  Pamunkey  was  crossed  below  Hanover  Court  House.  On 
the  29th  the  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade,  Third 
Division,  Second  Corps, — formerly  the  brigade  of  General  Alexan- 
der Hays,  killed  at  the  Wilderness.  Colonel  Tannatt  took  com- 
mand of  the  brigade.  On  the  31st  ,  having  again  moved  southward, 
the  regiment  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Totopotomy,  at  first  a* 
reserve  mid  afterward  at  the  front  in  occupancy  of  the  enemy  "> 
works,  losing  five  men  wounded  and  three  missing.  At  night  oi 
June  l,the  command  marched  for  Cold  Harbor,  which  was  reached 
the  following  afternoon,  and  in  the  assault  on  the  morning  of  tlx 
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shed  incessantly  till  the  9th  of  April,  when  at  Clover 
elligenee  was  received  that  Lee  had  surrendered.  Rcst- 
>r  two  days,  the  regiment  marched  to  Burkesville,  where 
n  the  13th,  and  from  there  on  the  2d  of  May  set  out  for 
,  opposite  Richmond.    The  march  was  continued  with- 
more  than  a  dav  till  Bailev's  Cross  Roads  were  reached 
ortifications  of  Washington  on  the  loth,  just  a  year  from 
3  organization  set  forth  for  its  active  campaigning  in  the 
r  resting  for  a  month  the  regiment  was  again  assigned 
he  forts,  occupying  at  first  those  near  Chain  Bridge  and 
moved  to  Forts  Strong  and  C.  F.  Smith. 
Hh  of  July  it  was  ordered  reduced  to  a  battalion  of  four 
md  consolidated  with  the  Third  Massachusetts  Heavy 
Bgiraent,  but  the  change  went  no  further  than  the  re- 
battalion,  and  on  the  17th  of  August  the  command  was 
Massachusetts  for  muster  out    Arriving  at  Boston  on 
e  battalion  encamped  till  the  25th  on  Gallops  Island, 
discharged,  after  nearly  four  years  and  two  months' 
its  members  captured  in  action,  178  had  died  in  Con- 
ton  pens. 
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wounded.  During  most  of  the  month  of  September  it  was  in  Fort 
Alexander  Hays  as  garrison,  but  on  the  1st  of  October  with  its 
division  moved  to  the  left  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Yellow 
Tavern  on  the  2d,  losing  two  killed  and  19  wounded,  eight  of 
whom  were  captured,  as  the  First  not  being  supported,  had  to  re- 
tire from  a  position  which  they  had  gained  near  the  hostile  works. 
After  assisting  to  build  four  forts  covering  the  ground  gained,  the 
regiment  returned  to  its  former  location  in  front  of  Petersburg, 
where  it  remained  till  the  27th,  when  it  again  went  to  the  left  and 
that  afternoon  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Hatcher's  Run.  During 
the  fight  the  Union  troops  were  flanked  and  obliged  to  fall  back, 
leaving  one  section  of  artillery  in  the  hands  of  the  Confederates, 
but  the  left:  wing  of  the  First  made  a  gallant  dash  and  brought 
off  the  guns.  One  man  was  killed,  six  were  wounded,  and  over  40 
made  prisoners,  all  but  12  of  whom  escaped  and  rejoined  the  regi- 
ment during  the  night. 

Fort  Hays  was  reoccupied  on  the  30th,  the  regiment  doing  duty 
there  till  the  28th  of  November,  when  it  was  relieved  and  went 
into  camp  near  the  Vaughan  road  at  the  left  of  the  Union  lines. 
On  the  7th  of  December,  with  the  division,  it  joined  the  Fifth  Corps 
on  its  raid  southward  to  destroy  the  Weldon  Railroad,  returning  on 
the  13th  after  an  expedition  in  which  the  men  suffered  much  from 
the  inclement  weather,  the  ground  being  frozen  on  the  return  and 
many  having  no  shoes.  The  winter  camp  was  then  occupied  till 
the  f)th  of  February,  1865,  when  the  regiment  joined  the  expedi- 
tion to  Hatcher's  Run  and  took  part  in  the  battle  which  ensued, 
being  at  first  in  reserve  and  afterward  engaged  at  the  front,  but 
without  serious  casualties.  After  bivouacking  on  the  field  till  the 
0th  it  returned  to  camp,  and  there  remained  till  the  2oth  of  March. 
The  final  operations  against  Petersburg  then  began  and  that  after- 
noon the  First  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Duncan's  Run.  being  at 
first  in  reserve  but  later  taking  the  place  of  the  First  Brigade  of 
the  division  which  had  retired.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  two 
killed  and  seven  wounded.  Remaining  on  picket  that  night,  it  next 
day  followed  the  brigade  back  to  camp,  and  remained  till  the  2l«th, 

It  then  moved  with  its  brigade,  crossing  Hatcher's  Run  and  skir- 
mishing and  fighting  till  the  night  of  the  2d  of  April,  duing  which 
time  it  suffered  a  loss  of  two  or  three  killed  and  a  dozen  wounded. 
In  the  pursuit  of  the  retreating  Confederate  army  the  corps  marched 
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Vmory  of  West  Roxbury  and  Henry  T.  Lawson  of  New- 
,  Hall  Curtis  of  Boston;  assistant  surgeons,  Dixi  C.  Hoyt 
nd  .lames  Henry  Denny  of  Boston;  adjutant,  Wallace 
Lowell:  quartermaster,  Joseph  K.  Thomas  of  Amesbury: 
or,  George  S.  Keycs;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Frederick 
oth  of  Boston;  commissary  sergeant.  Horace  Brown  of 
lospital  steward,  James  K.  Carpenter  of  Boston;  principal 
illiam  H.  Abbott  of  Lawrence. 

\ — Captain.  Thomas  I).  Kimball  of  Oxford;  first  lieutcn- 
H.  Pulsifer  of  Lowell  and  John  H.  Foley  of  Stoneham; 
Bnants,  Charles  A.  Cunningham  and  Luke  E.  Jenkins, 
on. 

B— Captain.  Nehemiah  P.  Fuller  of  Danvcrs:  first  lieu- 
am  F.  Longer  of  Lowell;  second  lieutenant,  Edward  L. 
?lv  month. 

D — Captain,  Charles  B.  Newton  of  Bolton;  first  lieuten- 
R.  Bingham  of  Westtield  and  dairies  L.  Wilbur  of  Xew 
ond  lieutenants,  John  Lawson  of  Louvll  and  Edward  S. 
ston. 

D— Captain.  Russell  H.  Conwcll  of  Worthington:  first 
Robert  R.  King  of  Boston  and  John  S.  A  Hanson  of  Cam- 
el lieutenants.  Edward  F.  Everett  of  Cliarlestown  and 
tney  of  Franiingham. 

] — Captain,  Benjamin  If.  Ticknor  of  West  Roxbury;  first 
.If red  II.  Kinsley  of  Springfield  :  second  lieutenants, 
•  f  .Mil ford  and  Myron  S.  Sanford  of  Worcester. 
— Captain.  James  C.  Wiiite  of  Milton;  first  lieutenants, 
hiteof  .Milton  and  FordvceA.  Dyer  of  Plainticld;  second 
lowland  L.  Ilillman  of  New  Bedford  and  George  ti. 
Boston. 

—  Captain.  Ira  B.  Sampson  of  Springfield;  first  lieutcn- 
.  Hoppiuof  Cambridge  and  Stephen  I4].  tirecn  of  Wor- 

lietitenants.  W  illiam  Hamilton  of  Amesbury  and  Robert 

Worcester. 

— Caj>tain.  Joseph  E.  Fiske  of  Xeedham;  first  licuten- 
Fisli  of  Boston;  seoond  lieutenants,  Henry  W.  Reed  of 
Horace  Leo  Clark  of  Springfield. 

-Captain.  John  I).  Barker,  Jr..  of  Boston;  first  licutcn- 
A\  Denny  of  Somerville  and  Benjamin  A.  Shaw  of  Fall 
lieutenants.  George  M.  Rice,  Jr.,  of  Worcester  and 
■lb  of  Boston. 

-Captain,  Frederick  A.  Lull  of  Cambridge;  first  lieu- 
.  Smith  of  Boston  and  Arthur  A.  Putnam  of  Danvers; 
its,  Benjamin  F.  Blatchford  of  Kockport  and  Frederick 

-Captain.  Joseph  W.  Paine  of  Roxbury:  first  licuten- 
Field  of  Westlield  and  Joseph  W.  B.  Wright  of  Bos- 
tenants,  Peter  II.  Haskell  of  New  York  and  William 
ston. 

-Captain.  Jere  A.  (Ireclcy  of  Salisbury;  first  lieuten- 
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THE  Second  Regiment  of  Heavy  Artillery  was  authorized  in 
the  summer  of  1803.  In  May  of  that  year,  after  the  forts 
defending  Newhern,  N.  C,  had  been  constructed,  the  neces- 
sity for  such  an  organization,  which  could  serve  both  as  a  garrison 
and  for  field  duty,  became  apparent,  and  General  Foster,  in  com- 
mand of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  suggested  to  the  War 
Department  the  advisability  of  enlisting  such  a  regiment  from 
the  nine-months'  organizations  in  his  department  whose  terms  of 
service  were  about  to  expfre.  This  plan  was  approved,  and  Gov- 
ernor Andrew  was  authorized  to  create  such  a  regiment,  as  a 
veteran  organization.  All  of  the  officers  originally  commissioned 
were  taken  from  Massachusetts  regiments  in  the  field. 

Company  A  was  mustered  on  the  '28th  of  July,  B  on  the  29th.  C 
on  the  4th  of  August  and  D  on  the  22d.  These  four  companies, 
forming  the  First  Battalion,  left  the  state  on  the  oth  of  .September, 
sailing  from  Boston  on  the  steamer  Guide  for  Newhern.  Com- 
pany K  was  mustered  on  the  oth  of  October  and  F  on  the  Sth. 
and  these  two  companies  were  sent  forward  on  the  7th  of  Novem- 
ber, going  by  mil  to  New  York  and  thenee  taking  steamer  to 
Newhern.  None  of  the  other  companies  were  filled  till  the  closing 
month  of  the  year,  when  the  entire  six  were  prepared  for  the 
mustering  ollieer  in  rapid  succession;  Companies  G  and  II  on 
the  7th  of  December,  I  on  the  11th.  K  and  L  on  the  22d  and 
M  on  the  24th.  On  the  8th  of  January,  18«'>4,  these  six  companies 
left  Boston  for  Fortress  Monroe,  where  they  reported  to  General 
Butler  commanding  the  depatment,  the  regimental  headquarters 
being  established  at  Norfolk,  Va.    The  roster: — 

Colonel,  dunes  F rankle  of  Haverhill;  lieutenant  colonel,  Augustus 
B.  K.  Sprague  of  Worcester;   majors.  Samuel  C.  Oliver  of  Salem. 
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vas  called  upon  for  corresponding  details  for  duty  in  the 
rhile  not  a  case  of  the  fever  occurred  in  the  regimental 
eath  rate  in  the  city  was  frightful.    All  civilians  em- 
le  government  left  the  city  on  the  outbreak  of  the  epi- 
their  places  were  filled  by  details  from  the  Second.  As 
of  the  fatality,  it  may  be  stated  that  one  detail  of  12 
corporal  to  serve  at  the  signal  station  was  reduced  to 
death  within  three  days  after  going  on  duty, 
ng  of  the  year  1865  found  two  companies  of  the  regi- 
ned  in  Virginia,  four  at  Plymouth,  N.  C,  and  the  re- 
at  Newbern.    The  companies  at  Plymouth  engaged  in 
aissances  and  demonstrations,  in  which  some  stores  were 
d  slight  skirmishes  took  place,  but  only  a  single  man 
I  lost.    About  the  1st  of  April  the  two  companies  from 
>ined  the  main  body  at  Newbern,  and  while  they  with 
rapany  went  into  garrison  in  the  vicinity,  the  remain- 
sanies  under  commnnd  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sprague 
taken  the  field  and  participated  honorably  in  the  en- 
i  the  vicinity  of  Kinston  on  the  8th  of  March;  but  as 
was  not  heavilv  engaged  its  loss  was  but  three  killed 
unded.    These  companies  afterward  formed  for  a  time 
uard  of  Kinston,  but  early  in  June  the  regiment  was 
Cam]>  Chattanooga  near  Newbern.    It  encamped  there 
lv,  when  it  was  transferred  to  the  fort  ideations  in  the 
lniington  and  during  the  month  of  August  garrisoned 
jrt  Fisher.    It  was  then  ordered  home  to  Massachu- 
nistered  out  of  the  United  States  service  on  the  3d  of 
It  reached  Gallop's  Island  in  Boston  Harbor  on  the 
'he  2'3d  it  was  discharged  and  the  members  returned 

nit  bad  only  eight  men  killed  in  action,  but  340  died 
suises.  about  one-half  of  whom  are  known  to  have 
mfederate  prisons.  Four  officers  of  the  regiment  died 
n  of  service — First  Lieutenant  Benjamin  A.  Shaw  on 
ily,  lNo'4,  Major  If.  T.  Lawson  on  th(k  1st  of  October, 
nt  Fordveo  A.  Dver  on  the  -tlth,  and  Assistant  Sur- 
loyt  on  the  1st  of  Noveml)er.  The  vacancy  caused 
f  Major  Lawson  was  tilled  by  the  promotion  of  Cap- 
P.  Fuller. 
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ants,  Stephen  L.  Hubbard  of  Charlestnwn  ami  Albert  E.  Smith  of 
Boston;  second  lieutenants,  Henry  A.  Merritt  of  Chelsea  and  James 
A.  Emory  of  Salisbury. 

In  addition  to  the  above  list  of  officers,  the  following  second  lion- 
tenants  were  commissioned  at  various  dates  from  the  -5th  of  August, 
1803, to  January  2,  1804:  Charles  M.  H iprht  and  George  S.  Keycs 
of  Boston,  William  II.  Snow  of  Lowell,  and  Bailey  Sargent  of  Ames- 
bury.  Many  of  these  officers  were  on  detached  service;  Colonel 
Frankle  was  first  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  defenses  of  New- 
born and  then  as  military  governor  at  Plymouth ;  Major  La  wson  was 
made  provost  marshal  of  Newbern,  in  which  position  he  lost  his  life 
by  yellow  fever ;  11  of  the  line  officers  were  ordered  on  duty  with  bat- 
teries of  the  regular  army,  while  others  were  detailed  for  staff  duty. 

The  six  companies  which  had  previously  gone  forward  had  been 
distributed  at  various  points  in  North  Carolina,  but  the  last  detach- 
ment was  for  a  time  located  with  the  head-quarters  at  Norfolk,  Va., 
whence  two  companies — G  and  H — were  presently  sent  to  form  a 
part  of  the  garrison  of  Plymouth,  N.  C.  The  fate  of  these  com- 
panies was  the  tragic  chapter  in  the  history  of  the  regiment.  At 
the  capture  of  the  place  by  the  Confederates  on  the  20th  of  April 
following,  they  were  made  prisoners  of  war,  after  a  resistance  in 
which  they  suffered  a  loss  of  four  killed  and  a  small  number 
wounded.  Some  275  went  into  captivity,  and  they  experienced  the 
utmost  horrors  of  the  prison  pens.  Captain  Sampson  and  possibly 
one  or  two  others  escaped,  but  so  deadly  were  the  ravages  of  disease, 
starvation  and  exposure  that  when  in  the  spring  of  1805  the  sur- 
vivors were  exchanged  and  returned  to  the  regiment,  only  35  came 
back  of  the  more  than  270  who  had  been  captured. 

In  May,  1804,  seven  companies  were  gathered  at  Newbern,  Colonel 
Frankle's  head-quarters  being  transferred  to  that  city,  and  a  month 
or  two  later  the  entire  regiment  with  the  exception  of  two  com- 
panies was  quartered  there.  During  August  and  September  large 
numbers  of  recruits  were  added  to  the  command,  till  it  reached  a 
membership  of  more  than  2,000,  a  considerable  portion  of  these 
recruits  being  enlisted  for  one  year.  The  surplus  was  after  a  time 
transferred  to  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts.  During  the  autumn 
Newbern  was  visited  by  a  severe  epidemic  of  yellow  fever,  by 
which  the  Second  lost  a  great  number  especially  during  October. 

The  regiment  being  at  that  time  the  strongest  in  numbers  in  the 
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r  A.  Williston  and  Frederick  S.  Gilford,  all  of  New  Bed- 
company  was  mustered  May  19,  1863.  Captain  Allen 
ed  to  major  and  lieutenant  colonel  successively,  the  cap- 
company  was  devolved.  May  ^3,  1864,  upon  T.  W.  Cook. 
j  (Seventh  Unattached) — Captain,  George  8.  Worcester; 
its,  Alfred  W.  Brigham  and  Cornelius  F.  Driscoll;  second 
Jonstantine  Chase  and  William  M.  Hale.  Hale  was  of 
he  other  officers  being  Boston  men,  though  the  company 
,11  parts  of  the  state.  It  was  mustered  August  14,  1863. 
ccster  being  promoted  major,  First  Lieutenant  Brigham 
[  to  captain.  October  13,  1864. 

0  (Eighth  Unattached)—  Captain,  Loring  S.  Richardson; 
ats,  Walter  P.  Beaumont  and  James  H.  Osgood  all  of 
nd  lieutenants,  Charles  T.  Bobbins  of  Chelsea  and  Charles 
Roxhury.    Mustered  on  the  14th  of  August,  1863. 
5  (Ninth  Unattached) — Captain.  Leonard  Gordon  of  Bos- 
itenants.  Simeon  P.  Currier  of  Somcrville  and  Maurice 
Fell:  second  lieutenants.  David  D.  Dana  and  Samuel  J. 
of  Boston.    The  company  was  mustered  August  27,  1863. 
?  (Tenth  Unattached)— Captain.  Cephas  C.  Bumpus  of 
st  lieutenants,  Joseph  Austin  and  Silas  Sanborn,  Jr.,  both 
cond  lieutenants,  Everett  C.  Bumpus  of  Braintree  and 
•stow  of  Mattapoisett.    Mistered  September  1<>,  1863. 
(Eleventh  Unattached) — Captain.  Thomas  Herbert  of 
'Utenants,  George  Bragdon  of  1  Jock  port  ami  Henry  B. 
on;  second  lieutenants,  John  H.  Shaw  of  Boston  and 
rnham  of  (iloucester.    Clustered  October  -JO.  1863. 
(Twelfth  Unattached) — Captain, James  M.  Richardson 
tirst  lieutenants.  Joseph  M.   Parsons  of  Salem  and 
rce  of  Taunton:  second  lieutenants,  Louis  R.  Whitaker 
1  Edward  G.  Cartwright  of  Nantucket.    The  company 
November  20,  1863,  and  at  the  formation  of  the  regi- 
Riehardson  was  made  junior  major.  Lieutenant  Pierce 
1  captain. 

Thirteenth  Unattached) — Captain,  John  Pickering  of 
utenants,  Oliver  J.  Bixhy  and  John  F.  E.  Chamberlain, 
ield:  second  lieutenants.  W  illiam  F.  Merrill  of  Andover 
.  Dolliver  of  Gloucester. 

Fourteenth  Unattached) — First  lieutenants,  John  II. 
jn  and  Francis  A.  Nash  of  Abington;  second  lieuten- 
>tter  of  Ipswich  and  William  IL  Remington  of  Bos- 
pany  was  mustered  May  U\  1864.  at  Oallop's  Island, 
by  transport,  for  Washington  June 
(Fifteenth  Unattached)  — Captain,  Joseph  M.  Parsons 
lieutenants.  Fdward  J.  Russell  of  North  Brookfield 
ogei's  of  Boston;  second  lieutenants,  Alexander  Trott 
•Idward  11.  Melius  of  Braintree.    This  company  was 
»,  1861,  and  sailed  for  Washington  with  Company  K. 
Sixteenth  Una! tached )-- -Captain.  Cornelius  F.  Dris- 
[jrst  lieutenant. Charles  T.  Robbins  of  Chelsea;  second 
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THE  Third  Regiment  of  Heavy  Artillery  was  organized  as  such 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1864,  being  composed  of  12 
companies  which  had  previously  been  known  as  the  Third 
and  the  Sixth  to  the  Sixteenth  (inclusive)  Unattached  Companies 
of  Heavy  Artillery.  Of  these  companies  eight  had  been  raised  dur- 
ing 18G3  and  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  for  garrison- 
ing the  forts  on  the  Massachusetts  coast.  This  duty  they  had  per- 
formed faithfully  till  the  spring  of  1864  when  they  were  called  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  to  Washington  for  duty  in  the  city's 
defenses,  that  other  troops  might  be  relieved  to  serve  with  the  armies 
in  the  field.  Governor  Andrew  insisted  that  the  companies  should 
be  given  a  regimental  organization;  and  though  his  request  was  for 
a  time  refused  it  was  finally  granted,  the  remaining  four  companies 
were  raised  and  forwarded  during  the  summer  and  the  regimental 
organization  was  completed  with  the  following  roster  of  officers: — 

Colonel,  William  S.  Abert  of  Washington,  D.  C. ;  lieutenant  colonel. 
John  A.  P.  Allen  of  New  Bedford;- majors,  George  S.  Worcester  of 
Boston,  Lyman  B.  Whiton  of  Hingham,  and  James  M.  Richardson  of 
Brookline;  surgeon,  William  Nichols,  Jr.,  of  Boston;  assistant  sur 
gcon.  George  K.  Pinkham  of  Farmington,  N.  H.;  adjutant.  .Tame* 
H.  Osgood  of  Boston;  quartermaster,  George  Bragdon  of  Rock  port: 
sergeant  major,  William  F.  Wood;  quartermaster  sergeant.  William 
P.  Higgins;  commissary  sergeant,  James  C.  Worthly,  all  of  Bi»>:m.: 
hospital  steward.  Galen  Hollis  of  Randolph  ;  principal  musician. 
Samiu-1  ii.  Lee  t»t'  North  Adams. 

Company  A  (Third  Unattached) — Captain,  Lyman  B.  Whiton  of 
Hingham;  first,  lieutenants,  James  H.  Baldwin  of  Boston  and  Benjamin 
A.  Ball  of  Worcester;  second  lieutenants,  Edwin  Thomas  of  Weymouth 
and  Zeno  A.  Appleton  of  Roekport.  This  company  with  the  a^ovr 
oflieers  was  mustered  January  10.  1803.  When  the 'Third  Regiment 
was  organized.  Captain  Whiton  was  made  major,  and  Lieutenant  Bald- 
win having  been  transferred  to  another  command,  Lieutenant 
was  commissioned  captain. 

Company  B  (Sixth  Unattached) — Captain,  John  A.  P.  Allen:  rlrs: 
lieutenants,  T.  Washburn  Cook  and  William  Cook:  second  lieuten- 
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>urth  Regiment  of  Heavy  Artillery  was  composed  of 
nattached  Companies  numbered  from  the  Seventeenth 
i  Twenty-eighth  inclusive.  These  companies  were  sent 
Vashington  as  such  in  September,  1804,  six  companies 
Boston  on  the  11th,  two  going  by  rail  on  the  13th,  and 
ig  four  sailing  on  the  10th.  The  companies  were  at 
d  positions  in  the  defenses  of  Washington,  and  on  the 
ember,  were  organized  as  a  regiment.    The  officers : — 

"illiam  S.  King  of  Boxbury;  lieutenant  colonel,  Samuel 
ew  Bedford:  majors,  Francis  E.  Boyd  of  Boston,  William 
of  Koxbury  and  Joseph  W\  Gelray  of  Lowell;  surgeon, 
of  Boston;  assistant  surgeon,  John  F.  Saville  of  Quincy; 
c  H.  Coe  of  Now  Bedford  (commissioned  April  3,  186f>); 
or,  Joseph  II.  Whitney  of  Ashburnham;  fpiartermaster 
ren  W.  Willis  of  Winthro]);  commissary  sergeant.  Edwin 
Croveland;  hospital  steward,  J.  Spaulding  Chick  of 
•ineipal  musician,  William  Dicky  of  South  Dan  vers. 
— Captain,  Bichard  Phillips;  lirst  lieutenants,  Benjamin 
id  Ben  jamin  F.  Martin,  all  of  Marblehead;  second  lieu- 
•t  F.  McClearn  of  Marblehead  and  James  W.  ^Nichols 

—Captain,  Henry  C.  Conner  of  Lynn;  first  lieutenants, 
in  of  Lynn  and  Edward  S.  Col  ton  of  Boston;  second 
.  Quincy  Baxter  of  Quincy  and  William  K.  Wilbur  of 

—Captain,  .bums  II.  Wade  of  Boston:  lirst  lieutenants, 
rtin  of  Maiden  and  George  W.  Merritt  of  Seituate; 
mrs,  Julius  T.  Newell  of  Franklin  and  Ambrose  M. 
nd. 

—Captain.  J.  Orlando  Bemis  of  Worcester:  first  lieu- 
sN.  Ilairof  Woreestcr  and  Charles  E.  Fierce  of  Quincy: 
nts.  George  11.  Conklin  and  Augustus  Stone,  both  of 

-Captain.  Charles  P.  Winslow:  lirst  lieutenant.  John 
Westhoro  ;  second  lieutenants,  William  11.  Fay  of 
cremiah  B.  P.  Ladd  of  Groveland. 
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lieutenants,  Charles  II.  Holmes  of  Topsfield  and  George  Lemovne  <-f 
Hoston.  This  company,  which  completed  the  quota  of  the  regiment, 
was  mustered  by  detachments  at  various  dates  .during  the  last  half  of 
August,  1864,  and  sailed  for  Washington  on  the  22d  of  September. 

With  the  exception  to  be  noted,  the  organization  of  the  companion 
into  a  regiment  brought  no  change  in  the  nature  of  the  duties  which 
were  being  performed.  The  regiment  occupied  various  forts  in  the 
chain  surrounding  Washington,  and  executed  well  the  duties  which 
came  to  it.  A  portion  of  the  men  were  mustered  out  June  IT, 
1805,  the  remainder  serving  till  September  18  of  the  same  year, 
when  they  also  were  returned  to  Massachusetts. 

Company  I  did  not  join  the  regiment  and  had  an  entirely  differ- 
ent experience.  Jt  was  recruited  at  Springfield,  being  mustered 
on  the  10th  of  February,  1864,  and  as  it  was  largely  composed  of 
mechanics  who  had  been  employed  in  the  National  Armory  there, 
it  was  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe,  sailing  on  the  7th  of  March,  and 
arriving  there  was  at  once  reported  to  Captain  F.  U.  Farquhar, 
chief  engineer  of  the  Department,  by  whom  it  was  placed  in  chamo 
of  the  ponton  trains  of  the  Army  of  the  James.  The  men  and 
officers  applied  with  so  much  devotion  to  their  new  duties  that  in 
the  operations  which  followed  they  won  the  most  unqualified  praise 
for  their  skill  as  pontoniers  and  their  gentlemanly  and  soldierly 
conduct.  Among  their  more  notable  work  was  the  buildinir  and 
maintenance  of  the  ponton  bridges  across  the  Appomattox  connect- 
ing the  Armies  of  the  James  and  of  the  Potomac;  the  bridires 
across  the  James  river  used  in  the  frequent  crossing  of  the  Federal 
armies  during  the  siege  of  Petersburg;  the  ponton  bridge  at  Farm- 
ville  by  which  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps  crossed  in  the  pursuit 
of  Lee's  retreating  army,  and  that  at  Richmond  across  the  James, 
by  which  all  the  Union  armies  crossed  on  their  way  to  Washington 
after  the  close  of  the  war.  It  also  ran  captured  saw-mills,  supplv- 
ing  lumber  for  hospitals  and  other  purposes,  built  wharves  and  roads, 
and  performed  the  many  other  duties  devolving  upon  engineers,  all 
in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  This  company  remained  in  ser- 
vice till  September  iG,  1SI.I5,  when  it  was  mustered  out. 

The  regiment  hud  none  killed  in  net  ion,  but  lost  during  its  service 
41  dying  from  disease,  accident,  etc.  Among  the  number  wero 
First  Lieutenants  Maurice  Roche,  who  died  April  2, 18<>4,and  John 
A.  Col  la  more  of  Lost  on,  September  17,  180"). 
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t  Battalion  of  Heavy  Artillery  was  organized  as  such 
he  last  of  April,  1863,  being  composed  at  that  time 
First,  Second  and  Fourth  Unattached  Companies  of 
ry.    Captain  Stephen  Cabot  of  the  First  Company 
to  major  on  the  formation  of  the  battalion,  and  con- 
command  till  his  muster  out  in  the  spring  of  1865. 
npany,  mustered  June  6,  1863,  was  added  to  the  bat- 
;  four  companies  were  enlisted  for  three  years,  but 
die  of  August,  1864, two  additional  companies  were 
for  one  year,  and  thenceforth  the  organization  corn- 
companies.    The  facts  in  regard  to  each  are  briefly 

.  (First  Unattached  Company)  was  raised  early  in 
icrs  being  commissioned  on  the  26th  of  February, 
t  of  Boston  was  captain,  Caleb  E.  Nicbuhr  of  Boston 
Hayes  of  Gloucester  first  lieutenants,  Francis  E.  Boyd 
J  C.  Frederic  Livermorc  of  Cambridge  second  lieu- 
s  company  was  formed  under  permission  from  Wash- 
i  an  experimental  volunteer  force  for  the  garrisoning 
n  Boston  Harbor.    It  went  on  duty  at  Fort  Warren 
care  of  Captain  Cabot  proved  so  satisfactory  that  per- 
ranted  to  raise  a  battalion  for  like  duty.  Eventually 
es  were  thus  raised,  most  of  which  were  formed  into 
eavy  artillery  and  sent  to  the  front,  but  this  company 
rotcct  its  home  harbors.    It  was  stationed  at  Fort 
uously — with  the  exception  of  small  details  sent  to 
from  thru*  to  time  as  guards  to  prisoners,  conscripts, 
ill  December  21, 1804.  when  it  was  ordered  to  Cham- 
ouble  being  feared  on  the  Canadian  border.    It  re- 
Warren  on  the  13th  of  May,  i860,  remaining  tl\eY<i 
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Company  F— Captain,  George  T.  Fayerweather  of  We6tboro;  first 
lieutenants,  Samuel  W.  Mann  of  Westboro  and  Sereno  I).  Gammell 
of  Charlcstown;  second  lieutenants,  Charles  P.  Heywood  of  Worces- 
ter and  James  H.  Lee  of  Charlestown. 

Company  G — Captain,  Andrew  J.  Garey  of  Weymouth;  first  lieu- 
tenants, Elihu  R.  Roekwood  of  Greenfield  and  Charles  A.  Morrill  »>f 
Weymouth;  second  lieutenants,  John  W.  Bates  of  Weymouth  and 
Elisha  J.  Gibbs  of  New  Bedford. 

Company  H—  Captain,  Eben  T.  Hayward  of  Fitch  burg;  first  lieu- 
tenants, J.  Henry  Richardson  of  Fitchburg  and  Jonas  Shaekley  of 
Quincy;  second  lieutenant,  Samuel  A.  Taylor  of  Ashburnham. 

Company  I  — Captain,  Abraham  A.  Oliver  of  Boston;  first  lieuten- 
ants, James  H.  Atherton  of  Sandwich  and  Andrew  T.  Nute  of  Rox- 
bury;  second  lieutenants,  Lyman  P.  Trask  of  Roxbury  and  Edelbert 
P.  Adams  of  Boston. 

Company  K — Captain,  Albert  E.  Proctor;  first  lieutenants,  George  0. 
Nichols  and  Thomas  A.  Cranston,  all  of  Boston;  second  lieutenants, 
Lyman  F.  W.  Gushing  of  Medford  and  William  J.  Wheeler  of  Boston. 

Company  L — Captain,  James  McDavitt;  first  lieutenant.  Philip 
Smith,  both  of  Lynn;  second  lieutenants,  Charles  E.  Chase  of  Lynn 
and  Charles  L.  Avers  of  Newburyport. 

Company  M — Captain,  Benjamin  T.  Noyes  of  West  Newbury:  first 
lieutenants,  Elijah  P.  Rogers  of  Newbury  and  Andrew  A.  Chipman 
of  Salem;  second  lieutenant,  Silas  N.  Richards  of  New  Bedford. 

The  companies  composing  the  Fourth  had  been  recruited  for  one 
year's  service,  as  had  also  the  Twenty -ninth  and  Thirtieth  Unat- 
tached Companies  which  performed  similar  duty,  the  latter  leaving 
Massachusetts  from  the  camp  at  Gallop's  Island  September  2tf  and 
the  former  October  29.    These  companies  were  officered  as  Tollows : 

Twenty-ninth  Company — Captain,  George  W.  Kenney  of  Dauvers; 
first  lieutenants,  George  F.  Gould  of  Boston  and  Andrew  J.  Bacon  of 
Chelsea;  second  lieutenants,  Wallace  R.  Ransom  and  Edwin  P.  Jew- 
ett,  both  of  Boston. 

Thirtieth  Company — Captain,  Samuel  R.  Bingham  of  Boston;  first 
lieutenants,  Morrill  Preseott  of  Springfield  and  William  W.  Jordan 
of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  Samuel  F.  Siskron  of  Springfield. 

The  duty  required  of  these  organizations  was  faithfully  performed, 
and  the  regiment  and  companies  won  much  credit  for  their  soldierly 
qualities,  though  their  duties  did  not  call  them  into  the  test  of  bat- 
tle. The  Fourth  Regiment  lost  21  members  from  disease,  including 
First  Lieutenant  George  T.  Martin,  who  died  March  13, 1805,  and  the 
Twenty-ninth  Company  two.  The  war  being  ended  and  no  necessity 
for  their  further  services  existing,  the  companies  were  mustered  out 
June  16,  18G5,  and  the  Fourth  Regiment  the  following  day. 
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;m;iincd  till  its  muster  out,  September  12,  1865.  This 
lso  lost  three  from  death  and  32  from  desertion, 
y  E,  Captain  James  A.  Blanchard  of  Boston,  and  Com- 
iptain  George  A.  Perry  of  Mi  11  bury,  were  the  one-year 
ts  to  the  battalion.    They  were  mustered  on  the  15th  of 
64,  and  served  till  the  28th  of  June,  1865,  continuously 
arren,  when  both  were  mustered  out.    Company  E  lost 
r  death  ;  neither  company  suffered  from  desertion, 
mot  retained  the  command  of  the  battalion  till  the  27th 
y,  1865,  when  he  was  mustered  out  at  the  expiration  of 
f  enlistment  and  Captain  Livcrmore  succeeded  to  the 
hich  he  retained  till  the  battalion  was  dissolved  by  the 
s  members  to  civil  life. 
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till  it  was  mustered  out  on  the  20th  of  October  following.  Two  of 
its  members  died  and  12  deserted  during  the  term  of  service. 

Company  B  (Second  Unattached  Company)  was  formed  during 
October  and  November,  1862,  its  officers  being  commissioned  No- 
vember 3,  as  follows:  Captain,  Caleb  E.  Nicbuhr  of  Boston;  first 
lieutenants,  Charles  F.  Livcrniore  of  Cambridge  and  James  A. 
Blanchard  of  Boston;  second  lieutenants,  Royal  W.  Thayer  and 
Otis  S.  Wilbur,  both  of  Randolph.  This  company  also  served  at 
Fort  Warren  during  the  earlier  part  of  its  history.  At  the  time  of 
the  draft  riots  in  July,  1863,  it  was  sent  to  the  city  to  preserve  the 
peace,  remaining  there  from  the  14th  to  the  23d  of  July,  when  it 
returned  to  the  Harbor.  It  furnished  its  proportion  of  small  de- 
tails to  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  in  August,  1864,  went  to 
New  Bedford,  where  it  garrisoned  the  fort  on  Clark's  Point  till  its 
muster  out  June  29,  1865.  This  company  lost  three  by  death  and 
77  from  desertion  while  in  the  service. 

Company  C  (Fourth  Unattached  Company)  was  mustered  April 
22, 1863,  being  assigned  to  duty  at  Fort  Warren,  where  it  constantly 
remained.  Its  original  officers  were :  Captain,  C.  Frederic  Liver- 
more  of  Cambridge;  first  lieutenants,  Frederick  (.J.  Niebuhr  of  Bos- 
ton and  William  Ray ;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  T.  Parker  of  Bos- 
ton. On  the  13th  of  July,  1863,  one  officer  and  25  men  from  this 
company  were  sent  to  Concord,  N.  II.,  for  duty  in  connection  with 
the  draft,  and  remained  there  till  late  in  September;  the  remainder 
of  the  company  was  on  the  14th  of  July  ordered  to  Boston  on  ac- 
count of  the  threatened  riot,  but  returned  to  the  fort  on  the  17th. 
The  company  was  mustered  out  on  the  20th  of  October,  186.3,  hav- 
ing lost  61  by  desertion  and  three  by  death. 

Company  I)  (Fifth  Unattached  Company)  was  mustered  June  »». 
TSOO,  with  these  officers:  Captain,  Thomas  I.  Little;  first  lieuten- 
ants. John  Parr  and  William  II.  White;  second  lieutenant,  Calvin 
B.  Prescott,  all  of  Boston.  One  officer  and  42  men  were  sent  to 
Concord,  N.  II.,  on  the  loth  of  July,  and  the  day  following  most  of 
the  remainder  of  the  company  was  taken  to  Boston  on  account 
the  riot,  hut  returned  to  the  fort  after  three  days.  In  the  ear! v 
part  of  August  the  company  made  a  trip  to  Newhern,  N.  C.  wii*« 
conscripts,  and  on  the  25th  of  September  joined  the  detachmeri' 
on  duty  at  Concord.  Returning  from  there  on  the  19th  of  Decem- 
ber, the  company  jrarrisoned  Fort  Independence,  Boston  llarb 
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iy  F — Captain,  T.  Lawrence  Motley  of  West  Roxbury;  first 
,  Benjamin  W.  Growninshield  ;  second  lieutenant,  Arnold 
both  of  Boston. 

iy  G — Captain,  David  B.  Keith  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant, 
.  Rice  of  Brighton;  second  lieutenant,  Nathaniel  Bo  wd  itch 

• 

iy  H — Captain.  Lucius  M.  Sargeut,  Jr.,  of  West  Roxbury; 
nant,  Charles  F.  Adams,  Jr.,  of  Quincy;  second  lieutenant, 
Da  vies  of  Boston. 

y  I— Captain,  Lucius  Richmond:  first  lieutenant,  Freeman 
fck,  both  of  North  Bridgewater;  second  lieutenant,  Jjouis 
Jrookline. 

v  K — Captain,  James  H.  Case  of  Bridgewater;  first  lieuten- 
D.  Hills;  second  lieutenant,  Lucius  H.  Morrill,  both  of 
>rd. 

y  L — Captain,  William  (iibbs  of  .Waltham;  first  lieutenant, 
W.  Batchelder;  second  lieutenant,  11.  Pelham  Curtis,  both 

7  M  -Captain,  Marcus  A.  Moore  of  Waltham;  first  lieuten- 
lph  M.  Clark  of  Dedhain;  second  lieutenant,  George  Blag- 
ton. 

ment  left  camp  by  battalions  on  the  25th,  27th  and  29th 
er,  the  First  Battalion  under  Major  Curtis  proceeding  to 
Md.,  where  it  went  into  camp  for  something  more  than 
The  Second  and  Third  Battalions  were  halted  at  New 
nade  part  of  the  expeditionary  corps  of  General  W.  T. 
ailing  from  New  York  for  Hilton  Head,  oft'  the  South 
>ast.  January  13,  1862.    This  regiment  was  for  a  long 
ly  cavalry  force  in  the  Department  of  the  South,  and  it 
remarkable  that  the  12  companies  were  never  reunited 
ig  Massachusetts.    The  First  Battalion  was  brought 
Annapolis  during  February  and  joined  the  main  body 
ead:  but  before  its  arrival  the  Third  Battalion,  at  first 
by  Captain  Keith  but  afterward  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
1  been  ordered  to  Beaufort.    While  three  of  the  com- 
ii pod  in  Camp  Williams— named  in  honor  of  the  colonel 
eith  with  his  company  was  transferred  to  Kdisto  Island, 
dier  General  Horatio  G.  Wright  was  in  command, 
lent  was  called  to  no  active  service  till  the  James  Island 
jn  against  Charleston  in  May,  when,  two  companies 
Hilton  Head  and  two  at  Beaufort,  the  remaining  eight 
land  of  Major  Curtis— Colonel  Williams  commanding 
•igade  in  the  movement — crossed  to  Edisto  Island  and 
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HE  First  Regiment  of  Cavalry  was  organized  during  the 


early  autumn  of  1861,  gathering  at  Camp  Brighara,  Read- 


ville,  the  first  detachments  arriving  on  the  9th  of  Septem- 
ber and  others  following  till  the  ranks  of  the  companies  were  filled. 
The  men  were  mustered  at  various  times  from  the  12th  to  the  25th 
of  September,  squads  being  added  later  to  bring  the  membership  to 
the  maximum.  The  officers'  commissions,  also,  were  issued  at 
various  dates  from  the  time  the  regiment  began  to  gather  at  Read- 
ville  until  it  left  the  state  about  the  close  of  the  year,  some  of  the 
junior  officers  not  having  been  commissioned  even  then.  The  ros- 
ter, so  far  as  completed,  was  as  follows: — 

Colonel,  Robert  Williams  of  Virginia:  lieutenant  colonel,  Horace 
Binnov  Sargent  of  West  Roxburv;  majors,  William  F.  White  of  Somer- 
ville,  John  H.  Edson  and  Grcely  8.  Curtis  of  Boston;  surgeon,  James 
Holland  of  Westfield;  assistant  surgeon,  Oscar  C.  De  Wolf  of  Ches- 
ter; chaplain,  William  C.  Patterson  of  Dedham;  regimental  quarter- 
master, Lucius  W.  Knight  of  Boston;  battalion  quartermasters,  Edwanl 
A.  Brackett  of  Winchester  and  Milton  R.  Bowen  of  Dorchester: 
quartermaster  sergeant,  Horace  M.  Butler  of  Springfield;  sergeant 
major,  Albert  F.  Hay  of  Haverhill:  commissary  sergeant,  John  L 
Brigham  of  Chelsea;  hospital  steward,  Henry  B.  Bates  of  Chicopee: 
chief  bugler,  Timothy  J.  Powell  of  Blandford. 

Company  A  —  Captain,  Henry  Lee  Higginson ;  first  lieutenant, 
Edward  R.  Merrill;  second  lieutenant,  Horace  N.  Weld,  all  of  Boston. 

Company  B — Captain,  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain  of  Cambridge:  firs; 
lieutenant,  Moses  F.  Webster  of  Boston. 

Company  C — Captain,  Oren  R.  Shaw  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant, 
Walter  Miles  of  Charlestown. 

Company  D — Captain,  Atherton  H.  Stevens,  Jr.,  of  Cambridge: 
first  lieutenant,  Channing  Clapp;  second  lieutenant,  George  F.  Jen- 
nings, both  of  Boston. 

Company  E — Captain,  Caspar  Crowninshield  of  Boston:  first  lien- 
tenant,  Myron  C.  Pratt  of  Holyoke;  second  lieutenant,  William  II. 
Forbes  of  Miltou. 
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battle,  though  not  engaged  in  severe  conflict  there  or  at 
hree  days  later.  The  most  important  affair  in  the  cam* 
ir  as  the  regiment  was  concerned,  was  at  Poolesville, 
iber  5,  when  in  a  conflict  with  the  enemy  Captain  Cham- 
two  men  were  wounded,  and  the  former  with  Second 
William  Coupe  of  Pawtucket  and  33  enlisted  men  fell 
ids  of  the  Confederates. 

aent  was  transferred  on  the  1st  of  October  to  the  Cavalry 
General  Averell,  attached  to  the  Fifth  Corps,  but  the 
everal  of  the  companies  having  become  useless  from 
nd  want  of  food  and  care,  the  larger  part  of  the  regi- 
into  camp  near  Hagcrstown  to  recruit.    The  active  de- 
nder  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sargent  continued  with  the 
during  the  advance  into  Virginia,  and  in  the  action  at 
ap  on  the  3d  of  November  had  Captain  Myron  C.  Pratt 
r  G  killed  and  three  men  wounded.    In  addition  to  the 
ied,  the  regiment  had  been  depleted  by  the  capture  of 
in  skirmishes  or  on  picket,  and  the  battalion  in  South 
d  had  six  or  seven  wounded  and  one  or  two  captured, 
lose  of  October  Colonel  Williams  was  at  bis  own  re- 
d  to  service  in  the  regular  army,  ami  the  vacancy  was 
promotion  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Horace  Binney  Sar- 
lajor  Curtis  tilled  the  lieutenant  colonelcy  and  Captain 
became  junior  major. 

ipment  at  JIagerstown  was  continued  till  the  16th  of 
iring  which  time  the  last  installment  of  tbe  eight  com- 
be south  arrived  as  well  as  'l'.)H  recruits  for  the  regi- 
assachusetts.    Tbe  command  then  marched  to  Wash- 
lounted  and  equipped,  and  on  the        set  forth  for  the 
Potomac,  and  at  Potomac  Creek  on  the  25th  joined 
at  under  Colonel  Sargent  which  had  continued  in  the 
giuieiit  was  now  in  condition  for  active  campaigning, 
with  the  annv  to  Fredericksburir,  but  had  no  active 
ttle  there,  one  company  being  on  General  Hooker's 
iv  other  seven  were  in  reserve  on  the  Falmouth  side 
A  tew  days  after  the  battle  the  regiment  relumed  to 
v.  where  its  winter  quarters  we're  established,  and  no 
nipoitanee  was  undertaken  till  the  otb  of  February, 
id  up  the  river  to  Uappahaniiock  Station,  destroyed 
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accompanied  the  expedition,  performing  the  duties  which  naturally 
fell  to  cavalry,  but  not  being  seriously  engaged.  The  companies 
left  at  Beaufort  also  joined  an  expedition  against  Pocotaligo,  May 
30,  but  on  its  failure  returned  to  Beaufort  without  having  been  in 
action.  The  latter  companies  had  moved  under  command  of  Major 
Higginson,  who  had  been  promoted  from  captain  on  the  resignation 
of  Major  Edson  early  in  the  year.  James  Island  was  evacuated 
late  in  June,  when  the  regiment  resumed  its  encampment  at  Hilton 
Head,  and  no  further  event  of  importance  occurred  till  Colonel 
Williams  with  two  battalions  was  ordered  on  the  19th  of  August 
to  Fortress  Monroe  and  thence  via  Acquia  Creek  to  Alexandria. 

Before  following  the  fortune  of  the  main  body,  it  may  be  well  to 
explain  that  the  battalion  left  behind  was  never  reunited  to  the 
regiment.  It  was  under  command  of  Major  Stevens,  promoted  from 
captain  to  succeed  Major  White,  who  resigned  July  17,  and  consisted 
of  Companies  I,  K,  L  and  M.  Detachments  from  the  command  ac- 
companied the  expeditions  made  to  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  against 
Pocotaligo;  but  except  when  thus  absent  three  of  the  companies 
were  posted  at  Beaufort  and  the  other  at  Hilton  Head.  The  former 
picketed  some  12  miles  of  Broad  river  in  addition  to  other  duties, 
till  April,  18G3,  without  notable  event,  when  one  company  was  de- 
tached, a  part  of  it  being  sent  to  Folly  Island  and  the  remainder 
going  to  Hilton  Head.  This  disposition  continued  during  the  siege 
of  Fort  Sumter,  but  in  January  the  detachment  returned  to  Hilton 
Head  and  the  battalion  remained  during  the  winter  in  the  perform- 
ance of  routine  duty.  It  had  prior  to  this,  however,  on  the  4th  of 
August,  18G3,  been  formally  detached  from  the  First,  serving  as  an 
independent  battalion  till  the  following  spring,  when  with  eight  new- 
coin  panics  it  became  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry. 

Portions  of  the  eight  companies  ordered  north  were  sent  forward 
so  that  they  debarked  at  Alexandria  on  the  2d  of  September,  18G2. 
three  days  after  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  when  the  Con- 
federate army  was  moving  toward  Maryland.  There  was  some  de- 
lay at  Hilton  Head  in  allowing  the  remaining  detachments  to  come 
forward,  so  that  it  was  over  two  months  before  they  reached  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  With  such  force  as  he  had,  however,  Colonel 
Williams  was  ordered  to  active  service  north  of  Washington,  and 
going  to  Tennallytown  joined  the  Cavalry  Brigade  of  General 
Pleasonton,  operating  with  it  during  the  advance  to  South  Mouutaiu 
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g  by  the  way  on  each  occasion.  Next  day  the  regiment 
>  Aldie,  and  four  days  later  began  the  movement  which 
terruption  continued  during  the  following  days  by  way  of 
Ed  wards  Ferry,  Frederick  City,  Newmarket,  Ridgeville, 
er,  and  Manchester  to  Hampstead,  where  it  arrived  late 
ing  of  the  30th.  The  following  evening  the  regiment  was 
o  accompany  the  Sixth  Corps  in  its  famous  march  to 
!,  and  after  a  night  and  a  day  in  the  saddle  reached  the 
about  evening  of  the  2d  of  July. 

ngaged  next  day  in  the  cavalry  operations  at  the  right, 
t  was  detached  for  provost  guard,  and  on  the  4th  marched 
Confederate  prisoners  for  Westminster.    Thence,  tem- 
mmanded  by  Captain  Crowninshield,  it  marched  by  way 
k  City  and  Boonsboro  to  .Jones'  Cross  Roads,  were  from 
o  the  13th  it  was  engaged  dismounted  on  the  skirmish 
he  14th,  finding  that  the  Confederates  had  rccrossed  the 
"lrginia,  the  regiment  marched  to  Harpers  Ferry,  cross- 
»r  and  advancing  to  Shepardstown  on  the  15th,  it  skir- 
ing  the  following  day  with  the  enemy  and  at  night  fell 
Ferry,  marching  thence  by  way  of  Ilillsboro  to  Snick- 
ten*  it  was  on  picket  from  the  23d  to  the  2<>th. 
s  time  till  late  in  the  autumn  its  position  was  one  of  in- 
mfulness  and  the  most  exacting  duty.    When  the  Union 
cod  the  cavalry  felt,  the  way;  if  the  army  fell  back,  the 
overed  the  movement  or  scoured  the  country  on  the 
advance.    If  the  infantry  rested  in  camp,  the  cavalry 
n  on  the  alert  to  detect  any  movements  of  a  hostile 
First  readied  Warrenton  on  the  27th,  and  after  some 
n  that  vicinity  crossed  the  Rappahannock  on  the  30th 
picket  duty  at  Amisville.    There  Colonel  Sargent  re- 
;  regiment,  which  on  the  4th  of  August  made  a  recon- 
•oss  Hazel  river,  marched  on  the  7th  to  Jefferson  and 
Varrenton;  thence  on  the  2Sth  to  Orleans  and  on  the 
tuber  back  again  to  Warrenton,  all  the  time  on  picket 
hit  v.    On  the  10th  a  dash  was  made  to  Middlebunr  ami 
'inn  which  the  regiment  returned  the  following  day, 
2th  advanced  to  JehVrson  and  next  day  to  Culpeper, 
>nemy  just  beyond  the  town  and  having  a  skirmish  in 
st  lost  one  wounded  and  two  missing.    Still  pressing 
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the  railroad  bridge  across  the  river  at  that  point  and  next  day  re- 
turned to  camp.  About  the  middle  of  March  a  cavalry  demonstra- 
tion was  made  to  the  right  of  the  Union  army,  and  on  the  17th  an 
action  occurred  at  Kelly's  Ford  in  which  the  regiment  had  part,  but 
its  loss  was  in  those  officers  who  were  on  staff  duty ;  Major  Cham- 
berlain on  the  staff  of  General  Averell  being  severely  and  First 
Lieutenant  Nathaniel  Bowditch  on  General  Duffic's  staff  mortallv 
wounded.    The  latter  died  three  days  after. 

During  the  Chancellorsville  campaign  the  First  formed  part  of 
the  column  under  General  Stoneman  intended  to  operate  in  a  raid 
to  the  Confederate  rear,  but  which  only  partially  carried  out  its 
part  of  the  program.  There  was  an  engagement  on  the  1st  of  May 
at  Rapidan  Station,  in  which  First  Lieutenant  Alton  E.  Phillips  of 
Chicopce  was  mortally  wounded.  After  reaching  the  Rapidan  the 
column  returned  by  way  of  Chancellorsville  and  Falmouth  to  the 
camp  at  Potomac  Creek,  which  it  reoccupicd  on  the  7th,  and  re- 
mained there  till  the  25th.  The  First  were  then  called  upon  for  a 
.movement  by  way  of  Morristown  to  Bealton,  where  they  arrived  the 
following  day,  and  remained  on  duty  in  that  vicinity  till  the  5th  ot 
June,  during  which  time  one  officer  was  wounded  on  the  picket  line 
and  one  man  was  killed  while  on  a  scout.  Each  day  was  marked 
thereafter  by  some  demonstration  by  the  cavalry,  then  keenly  watch- 
ing for  any  intended  movements  of  the  Confederate  army,  and  cross- 
ing the  river  early  in  the  morning  of  the  9th,  the  regiment  took 
part  in  the  cavalry  fight  which  ensued,  having  three  killed  and  nine- 
wounded  but  capturing  23  prisoners.  Returning  that  night  the 
command  reached  Bealton  again  next  day,  and  remained  there  till 
the  15th  on  outpost  duty,  when  it  took  position  as  rear  guard  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  then  moving  rapidly  northward  on  the  cam- 
paign which  was  to  culminate  at  Gettysburg. 

The  regiment  had  the  honor  of  opening  the  battle  at  Aldie  Court 
House  on  the  17th,  leading  General  Kilpatrick's  column,  charging 
through  the  town  early  in  the  afternoon  and  beyond  its  limits  en- 
countering the  enemy  in  strong  force.  Much  longer  than  it  should 
have  done  the  regiment  bore  the  entire  brunt  of  the  battle,  but  it 
charged  and  drove  the  foe,  capturing  several  prisoners  and  a  battle 
flag  and  holding  the  ground  till  reinforcements  arrived.  Its  loss, 
however,  was  heavy,  being  24  killed,  41  wounded  and  89  inissi:ur 
It  moved  on  the  19th  to  Middleburg  and  on  the  21st  to  Uppervilk. 
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Gregg's  Division  encountered   Hampton's  Confederate 
)ivision  under  Stuart  at  Parker's  Store  on  the  29th  and 
I  his  attempt  to  gain  the  Union  rear,  the  First  Massachu- 
ng  part  in  the  engagement  and  losing  11  wounded  and  11 
When  the  campaign  was  abandoned  the  cavalry  covered 
*awal  of  the  infantry,  the  regiment  reaching  Brandy  Station 
i  of  December,  moving  five  days  later  to  Warrenton,  where 
1  outnost  duty,  remaining  in  what  might  be  termed  winter 
ill  the  21st  of  April,  1864,  with  the  exception  of  an  expedi- 
beginning  of  January  through  Chester  Gap  to  Front  Royal 
upied  four  days  but  gave  no  results  of  importance, 
the  previous  fall  and  winter  a  now  battalion  of  four  com- 
1  been  recruited  in  Massachusetts  for  the  regiment,  to 
lace  of  the  battalion  which  had  been  detached,  the  com- 
lg  mustered  on  the  5th  and  20th  of  December  and  (>th  and 
nuary  respectively,  and  joining  the  regiment  on  the  24th 
The  new  battalion  was  under  command -of  Major  L.  M. 
\,  promoted  from  captain,  while  numerous  other  changes 
place  among  the  officers  of  the  reiriiuent.  Lieutenant 
rtis  had  resigned  from  the  4th  of  March  on  account  of 
nd  was  succeeded  by  Major  Chamberlain,  while  the  pro- 
the  latter  created  a  vacancy  which  was  nominally  filled 
incement  of  Captain  T.  L.  Motley,  though  he  was  never 
>  the  higher  rank.    Surgeon  Holland  had  resigned  during 
i  summer,  being  succeeded  by  Albert  Wood  of  Tewksbury, 
till  earlier  date  Chaplain  Patterson  had  resigned.  The 
on  remained  vacant  during  much  of  the  regiment's  term 
■  >u t  was  filled  late  in  the  summer  of  lSh'4  by  the  ap- 
if  George  W.  Gorhain  of  Holvoxe.     In  the  rcorganiza- 
\ivalry  Corps  connected  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
lieient  command  of  General  P.  II.  Sheridan  for  the  18(14 
he  First  Massachusetts  Regiment  still  remained  a  part 
Brigade,  Second  Division.    The  brigade  was  composed 
>f  the  First  New  .Jersey,  First  Pennsylvania  and  Sixth 
juts,  and  was  commanded  by  General  Henry  K.  Davics, 
•?iou  of  two  brigades  being  still  under  the  command  of 
meral  David  McM.  Greirg. 

)n  left  its  winter  camp  on  the  21st  of  April,  advanced  to 
Aim  and  encamped  till  thc«preparations  for  the  general 
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forward,  on  the  14th  the  division  readied  the  Rapidan  river  at  Rapi- 
dan  Station  to  develop  the  Confederate  strength  on  the  other  side, 
and  the  First  were  for  some  hours  exposed  to  a  heavy  artillery  fire, 
losing  two  killed,  eight  wounded  and  two  missing.  The  column 
then  fell  hack  to  Culpeper  on  the  18th,  whence  the  First  marehe<l 
to  Stcvensburg  on  the  22d,  back  to  Culpeper  next  day,  and  on  the 
24th  retired  to  the  Rappahannock  at  Rappahannock  Station,  follow- 
ing the  railroad  back  on  the  25th  to  Catlett's  Station,  where  they 
remained  on  picket  for  ten  days. 

On  the  5th  of  October  the  command  moved  forward  again,  crossed 
the  Rappahannock  and  advanced  to  Brandy  Station,  whence  it  fell 
back  to  Sulphur  Springs  at  the  crossing  of  the  river  by  the  road  from 
Warrenton  to  Culpeper,  where  on  the  12th  it  had  a  slight  skirmish 
with  one  man  wounded.  On  the  same  day  Colonel  Sargent  left,  under 
orders  to  report  to  General  Banks  at  New  Orleans  for  duty  in  the 
Department  of  the  Gulf,  the  regiment  being  temporarily  commanded 
by  Captain  L.  M.  Sargent,  J r.  Next  day  the  Union  army  began  mov- 
ing northward,  to  prevent  the  Confederates  from  getting  between 
it  and  the  nation's  capital,  the  First  acting  as  rear  guard.  In  this 
capacity  they  participated  in  considerable  skirmishing  on  the  14th, 
losing  six  wounded,  but  continued  to  cover  the  rear  till  Fairfax  was 
reached,  and  on  the  16th  went  on  duty  at  Wolf  Run  Shoals.  After 
two  days  they  returned  to  Fairfax  Station,  and  on  the  19th  began 
a  forward  movement  along  the  line  of  the  railroad  which  on  the 
21st  brought  them  again  to  Warrenton,  picket  duty  between  Bealton 
and  Warrenton  filling  the  time  until  the  opening  of  the  Mine  Ruu 
Campaign. 

The  regiment  moved  with  Gregg's  Division,  to  which  it  was  at- 
tached, on  the  23d  of  November,  crossed  the  Rappahannock  next 
day  and  the  Rapidan  two  days  after  at  Ely's  Ford,  in  advance  of 
the  Fifth  Corps,  on  the  Union  left.  The  First  Massachusetts  Regi- 
ment led  the  cavalry  division  as  it  pressed  forward  on  the  -7th,  and 
when  near  New  Hope  Church  encountered  the  Confederate  cavalrv. 
fighting  for  some  hours  dismounted  and  pushing  the  enemv  hack 
upon  their  infantry  lines  at  the  intersection  of  the  Robertson's  Tav- 
ern road.  During  this  action  the  regiment  lost  live  killed  and  IS 
wounded.  The  enemy  falling  back  during  the  night  to  their  ,n- 
trenchments  behind  Mine  Run,  the  infantry  moved  forward  in  order 
of  battle,  the  cavalrv  guarding  the  Hank  and  #rear.    Whih-  tlu:* 
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avy  blow  to  the  Confederates.    Sheridan  now  pursued  his 
•088  the  Chickahominy  and  to  Carter's  Landing  on  the 
ich  he  reached  on  the  14th  and  after  resting  his  command 
lays  started  on  the  return  trip  the  17th,  moving  leisurely 
t  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  which  was  making  its  way 
after  the  long  contest  about  Spottsylvania.    For  several 
alumn  moved  from  point  to  point  in  the  neighborhood  of 
ikey,  crossing  the  river  two  or  three  times,  but  having  no 
with  the  enemy  till  Erin's  Church  was  reached  on  the 
-e  a  sharp  brush  took  place,  the  regiment  losing  First 
William  W.  Wardell  of  Somen  ille,  killed  while  on  duty 
provost  marshal,  and  three  men  wounded, 
ading  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  into  position  at  Cold 
2  First  Massachusetts  having  little  share  in  the  cavalry 
iich  preceded  the  main  battle.  General  Sheridan  allowed 
x>pers  two  or  three  days  for  rest.    Tin.'  movement  south 
>s  having  been  decided  upon  by  General  Grant,  Sheridan 
:'s  and  Torbert's  Divisions  was  sent  northward  to  de- 
ads and  if  practicable  to  connect  with  General  Hunter's 
t  Charlottesville  and  return  with  it  to  the  Army  of  the 
The  last  part  of  the  plan  bad  to  be  abandoned,  but  the 
thoroughly  executed.    The  column  started  on  the  (>th 
•ossing  the  Pamunkey,  encountered  the  Confederate 
er  Hampton  at  Trevillian  Station  on  the  11th,  fighting 
le  in  which  the  First  took  but  slight  part,  reached  Mine 
14th,  turning  thence  toward  Fredericksburg,  marching 
.'Ivania.  Guiness  Station,  Bowling  Green,  and  finally 
lite  House  on  the  :20th.    The  column  still  continued  its 
lents  through  the  country,  occasionally  meeting  a  small 
nemv.the  severest  conflict  so  far  as  the  First  were  con- 
•  on  the  24th  at  St.  Man's  Church, where  the  regiment 
ed,  two  wounded  and  as  many  missing.    The  James 
ossed  at  Whitehall  Landing  next  day  and  the  column 
y  of  the  Jerusalem  Plank  road  to  Prince  George  Court 
■*  on  the  27th  the  regiment  went  into  camp, 
mimand  recuperated  after  its. seven*  experiences,  though 
lied  on  for  picket  duty,  till  the  14th  of  July,  when  the 
up  and  moved  to  Lee's  Mills  on  the  Jerusalem  road, 
jut li  of  Petersburg.    While  encamped  there  the  regi- 
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movement  were  completed.  The  Rappahannock  was  crossed  at 
Kelly's  Ford  on  the  29th  and  the  regiment  bivouacked  at  Mountain 
Creek,  a  few  miles  beyond,  till  night  of  the  3d  of  May,  when  lead- 
ing the  advance  for  the  Second  Corps,  forming  the  left  column  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  division  marched  to  the  Rapidan, 
crossed  it  next  morning  and  continuing  past  Chancellorsville  en- 
camped for  the  night  at  Pine  Ridge.  Next  morning  the  advance 
was  continued  till  the  enemy  were  met  at  Todd's  Tavern  and  an 
engagement  ensued  in  which  the  First  took  a  prominent  part  and 
met  a  loss  of  three  killed,  25  wounded  and  six  missing.  Being  re- 
lieved the  regiment  fell  back  some  two  miles  and  after  resting 
through  the  night  picketed  the  Fredericksburg  road  the  following 
day  while  the  most  sanguinary  part  of  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness 
was  being  fought.  On  the  7th  the  regiment  again  advanced  to 
Todd's  Tavern  and  skirmished  with  the  Confederates  till  relieved 
by  the  advancing  infantry,  when  a  concentration  of  the  Cavalry 
Corps  took  pl^ce,  and  on  the  9th  General  Sheridan  began  his 
famous  movement  past  the  Confederate  right  flank  and  toward  Rich- 
mond. Davies's  Brigade  formed  the  rear  guard,  and  had  crossed 
the  Ta  river  when  it  was  overtaken  by  a  hostile  force  under  General 
James  B.  Gordon  of  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  Cavalry  Division,  but  the  enemy 
was  held  in  check  till  the  main  column  had  advanced  sufficiently, 
when  the  Union  cavalry  followed,  the  Confederate  brigade  still 
hovering  near.  The  loss  of  the  First  Massachusetts  in  this  engage- 
ment was  four  wounded  and  20  captured. 

That  night  the  brigade  bivouacked  near  Beaver  Dam  Station,  and 
next  day  continued  the  march,  but  at  night  was  detached  from  the 
main  column  for  the  sake  of  making  a  dash  upon  Ashland  Station 
on  tin;  Fredericksburg  and  Richmond  Railroad,  which  was  executed 
very  early  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  a  small  force  which  was  there 
being  driven  out  after  a  sharp  resistance,  the  public  buildings,  sup- 
plies and  some  miles  of  the  railroad  being  destroyed.  The  loss  of 
the  regiment  was  six  killed,  including  First  Lieutenant  E.  P.  Hop- 
kins of  Williamstown,  10  wounded  and  12  captured.  The  brigade, 
rejoining  its  division,  made  a  forced  march  to  Yellow  Tavern,  where 
the  Confederate  cavalry  under  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  its  famous  commander, 
was  gathering  to  oppose  the  Union  column.  A  battle  ensued  on  the 
12th  which  lasted  most  of  the  day,  resulting  in  the  defeat  of  the 
southern  army,  the  mortal  wounding  of  General  Stuart  being  an  es- 
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naining  in  the  vicinity  till  the  7th,  the  regiment  with- 
scven  miles  to  the  Westbrook  House,  where  it  encamped 
h.    The  division  then  marched  toward  Dinwiddie  Court 
First  forming  the  rear  guard,  receiving  an  attack, though 
determined  one,  on  the  following  afternoon,  and  return- 
\)  on  the  28th,  the  loss  during  the  expedition  being  two 
id  four  missing.    The  following  day  the  regiment  went 
icar  the  Norfolk  Railroad  at  McCanifs  Station,  but  on 
November  moved  again  to  the  West  brook  House  and 
iter  quarters,  where  without  important  event  such  of  the 
is  remained  attached  to  head-quarters  passed  some  time 
tive  inaction.    The  original  term  of  enlistment  of  the 
ad  expired  during  the  previous  month,  and  on  the  2oth 
such  of  the  original  members  as  had  not  re-enlisted  left 
lusetts  to  be  mustered  out.    The  veterans  and  recruits, 
he  new  battalion,  were  reorganized  info  a  battalion  of 
ompanies  with  the  nucleus  of  an  eighth,  the  whole  being 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Chamberlain,  Majors  Iligginson 
Colonel  Sargent,  who  had  not  returned  to  service  with 
t,  had  a  month  previous  been  discharged  for  disability, 
ilion  went  as  part  of  its  division  on  the  raid  to  Stony 
>n  December  1,  though  not  actively  engaged  and  suffer- 
On  the  7th  it  set  out  on  the  movement  southward  on 
Railroad,  the  purpose  of  which  was  the  destruction  of 
Barrett's  Station  and  in  the  vicinitv.    The  head  of  the 
trated  as  far  as  Bclllield,  where  the  Confederates  were 
ltrenehed  position  and  an  attack  was  ordered,  the  First 
inted  under  command  of  Major  L.  M.  Sargent,  Jr.  A 
artillery  was  opened  by  the  Confederates.  Major  Sar- 
stantly  killed,  and  the  position  being  shown  to  be  so 
le  attack  was  discontinued.    That  night  the  battalion 
'.en  mill's,  and  next  day,  the  10th,  continued  the  re- 
caehing  the  camp  at  Westbrook  House  late  at  night 
This  was  the  last  important  movement  made  by  the 
usi'tts  in  the  held.     It  remained  in  winter  quarters, 
ities  of  its  brigade  till  the  17th  of  March.  1  Si io,  when 
■d  and  reported  to  Prigadier  General  Collis  in  coin- 
Point  for  provost  duty. 

.•re  till  the  final  assault  upon  Petersburg,  when  it  was 
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mcnt  was  engaged  in  scouting  and  picketing  f lie  vicinity,  but  on  the 
26th  left  camp,  crossed  the  Appomattox  and  James  rivers  and  ad- 
vanced to  Malvern  Hill,  where  at  noon  of  the  28th  the  enemy  was 
encountered  and  a  fight  followed  in  which  the  regiment  lost  three 
killed,  13  wounded  and  two  missing.  The  old  camp  at  Lee's  Mills 
was  reached  on  the  return  two  days  later,  and  the  enemy  was  found 
in  the  vicinity ;  he  was  quickly  driven  out,  however,  with  a  loss  of 
but  one  member  of  the  First  wounded,  and  the  old  position  was  re- 
occupied.  Another  movement  across  the  James  began  on  the  14th 
of  August,  and  that  day  Malvern  Hill  was  reached  and  the  foe  a<rain 
found  in  waiting  and  engaged.  During  the  four  days  following  the 
regiment  was  on  picket  on  the  Newmarket  and  Charles  City  roads, 
being  attacked  by  a  superior  force  on  the  18th  and  forced  back  to 
the  infantry  supports.  It  recrossed  the  James  'next  day,  having 
lost  during  the  expedition  one  man  killed,  four  wounded  and  five 
missing.  It  moved  at  once  to  Reams  Station  on  the  Weldon  Rail- 
road, where  an  infantry  force  was  engaged  in  the  destruction  of  the 
track,  meeting  the  enemy  on  the  21st  and  again  on  the  2od  in  sharp 
engagements,  with  a  total  loss  to  the  regiment  of  six  wounded 
Next  day  the  First  went  on  picket  on  the  Dinwiddie  Court  IJouse 
road,  and  the  following  day  being  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  force, 
were  obliged  to  fall  back  to  their  supports. 

The  position  which  had  been  gained  on  the  Weldon  Railroad  being 
held,  the  regiment  remained  in  camp  and  on  outpost  duty  in  that 
vicinity  for  some  time.  It  returned  to  the  Jerusalem  Plank  road 
on  the  ICth  of  September  and  made  a  reconnaissance  toward  Haw- 
kinsvillc  and  a  dozen  miles  out  met  the  Confederates,  fighting  them 
dismounted  for  some  bonis  in  a  swampy  forest  with  a  loss  of  two 
killed,  ten  wounded  and  nine  missing.  IJeing  relieved  after  dark 
the  regiment  fell  back  and  next  day  returned  to  camp  on  the  Jeru- 
salem Plank  road.  Sundry  expeditions  in  various  directions,  some- 
times attended  with  slight  skirmishes, occurred  duringthc  next  few 
days,  but  it  was  not  till  the  1st  of  October  that  a  serious  conflict  was 
had.  At  that  time  the  regiment  was  on  picket  on  the  Vautrhan 
road,  some  two  miles  west  of  the  Weldon  Railroad,  when  it  w;ts 
attacked  by  a  st  rong  force  of  all  arms.  The  entire  Cavalry  Brigade 
was  brought  into  action,  and  partially  sheltered  by  hastily  erected 
intrenchmcnts  repulsed  several  attacks,  the  loss  of  the  First  Massa- 
chusetts being  two  men  killed,  three  wounded  and  one  missing. 
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Second  Regiment  of  Cavalry  was  formed  during  the  win- 
of  1862-3,  its  organization  not  being  completed  till  well 
the  spring,  though  recruiting  began  in  November,  1862. 
impany  to  be  organized  was  one  raised  in  California  and 
he  city  of  Boston  to  apply  on  its  »|iiota.    The  offer  being 
ic  command,  which  became  Company  A,  was  mustered 
iciseo  December  10,  and  on  the  -kl  of  January  reached 
ng  into  camp  with  the  gathering  squadrons  of  the  regi- 
up  Meigs,  Readville.    Companies  I)  and  D  were  mustered 
and  K  on  the  i26th  :  I  followed  on  the  10th  of  February, 
of  March  and  (J  April  t>,  though  all  required  additional 
a  t  )  bring  them  up  to  the  standard.    The  regiment  was 
iv  the  kindlv  oiler  from  California  of  an  entire  battalion, 
•aised  there  by  Major  Thompson,  comprising  Companies 
M.    These  were  composed  of  men  from  nearly  all  the 
3  Union  and  were  mustered  by  detachments  at  various 
r  the  four  months  from  February  to  May,  the  battalion 
the  rendezvous  April  16.    Company  H  was  the  last  to 
was  mustered  June  '20.    When  completely  organized 
the  regiment  was  as  follows: — 

buries  Russell  Lowell,  .Jr.;  lieutenant  colonel,  Henry  8. 

of  Boston:  majors,  Caspar  Crowinsliield  of  Boston,  De- 
npson  of  California  and  William  II.  Forbes  of  Milton; 
ir  DcWolf  of  Chester;  assistant  surgeons,  Harlow  (Jam- 
ington  and  Elbridge  M.  Johnson  of  Agawam;  chaplain, 
lumphreys  of  Dorchester:  ouartermastcr,  Joseph  M. 
3ston  ;  sergeant  major,  Charles  0.  Poland  of  Boston ; 
•  sergeant,  Robert  I.  Files  of  Cambridge:  commissary 
!)ot  M.  White  of  Boston:  hospital  steward,  Ai  (iilmun  of 
bugler,  Feter  K.  White  of  San  Francisco. 

— Captain,  J.  Sewcll  Read  of  San  Francisco:  first  lieu- 

ni  M.  Rumery  of  Boston:  second  lieutenant,  John  W. 

ranciseo. 
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placed  on  picket  duty  in  the  rear  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  and  was  soon 
after  placed  under  command  of  the  provost  marshal  of  the  Aran 
of  the  Potomac.  In  that  onerous  if  not  dangerous  position  it  re- 
mained till  the  27th  of  May,  when  it  was  again  returned  to  General 
Davics,  then  in  command  of  the  Cavalry  Corps  in  the  defenses  of 
Washington,  and  served  on  escort  duty  till  the  26th  of  June.  It 
was  then  mustered  out  of  the  national  service  and  started  for  Mikv 
sachusctts,  reaching  the  camp  at  Readville  on  the  20th.  The  men 
were  furloughed  to  their  homes  till  the  final  rolls  could  be  com- 
pleted, the  last  being  paid  and  discharged  on  the  24th  of  July. 
Previous  to  the  return  of  the  regiment  several  changes  had  occur- 
red among  the  field  officers.  Major  Higginson  resigned  in  August. 
1864,  and  Captains  John  Tewksbury  of  Boston  and  Amos  L.  Hop- 
kins of  Williamstown  were  made  majors. 
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9th  of  April  Companies  A  and  B  under  Captain  Read 
)d  to  Williamsburg,  where  an  attack  from  the  Confeder- 
mticipated,  but  did  not  occur.    After  taking  part  in 
portant  raids  and  reconnaissances,  the  detachment  re- 
Jloueestcr  Point  on  the  14th  of  May,  and  the  day  follow- 
ree  companies  which  had  been  located  there,  Captain 
commanding,  reported  to  General  Gordon  at  West 
ey  formed  the  only  cavalry  force  under  General  Gor- 
rcre  constantly  employed  in  the  duties  naturally  fall- 
fc  arm  of  the  service  till  the  1st  of  June,  when  the  post 
Dned  and  the  command  returned  to  Gloucester  Point, 
mpanies  took  part  in  a  raid  on  the  l!>th  in  which  with 
troops  they  marched  140  miles  during  an  absence  from 
it  b*0  hours,  capturing  several  prisoners  and  considerable 
Dpcrty.    This  brilliant  dash  proved  but  the  preparation 
and  more  important  expedition,  whieh  set  out  early  in 
^  of  the  24th,  the  command  with  other  troops  taking 
and  landing  the  following  day  at  White  House  on  the 
The  Confederates  there  retreated  without  disputing 
of  the  Union  forces  and  were  pursued,  the  Massachu- 
s  being  the  first  ashore  and  leading  in  the  pursuit.  The 
i  the  KIcventh  Pennsylvania  and  part  of  the  Twelfth 
dry,  bivouaeked  that  night  within  13  miles  of  Riehmond, 
•  continuing  northward  reached  the  railroad  bridge  over 
.una  river,  which  was  found  to  be  guarded  by  an  in- 
aehment  of  the  enemy.    Alter  some  futile  attempts  to 
re.  portions  of  Companies  A  and  C.  commanded  by  Cap- 
ossed  the  river  by  a  log  boom  under  (ire,  formed  on  the 
v  and  charged,  capturing  the  bridge  guard  after  a  sharp 
in  which  Company  A  lost  one  man  killed  and  one 
tided,  the  prisoners  numbering  l-->.    During  the  raid 
}S  of  army  supplies  and  stores  were  captured,  and  on 
meral  W.  II.  F.  Lee  of  the  Confederate  army,  who  was 
tnded.  was  made  prisoner.    The  expedition  reached 
•  on  the  -Sth,  where  it  joined  the  force  which  was 
e  under  General  1  > i x .  rested  till  the  1st  of  July  and 
with  the  larger  command  over  practically  the  same 
outh  Anna.    This  expedition  was  absent  a  week,  ac- 
lothing  of  importance.    White?  House  was  again  aban- 
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Company  B— Captain,  William  II.  Forbes  of  Milton  (major  May 
Pi);  first  lieutenant,  Lewis  S.  Dabney  of  Cambridge;  second  lieuten- 
ant. Warren  J.  Hall  of  Holden. 

Company  C — Captain,  Charles  E.  Rice  of  Brighton ;  first  lieuten- 
ant, John  T.  Richards  of  Cambridge;  second  lieutenant,  Ilollis  ('. 
Pinkham  of  Boston. 

Company  D — Captain,  Francis  Washburn  of  Lancaster ;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Charles  Pavson  of  Boston ;  second  lieutenant,  Edward  T. 
Wellington  of  Worcester. 

Company  E — Captain,  Charles  S.  Eigenbrodt;  first  lieutenant,  John 
C.  Norcross;  second  lieutenant,  Henry  H.  Crocker,  all  of  California. 

Company  F — Captain,  David  A.  DeMerritt;  first  lieutenant,  Rufus 
W.  Smith;  second  lieutenant,  Horace  B.  Welch,  all  of  California. 

Company  G — Captain.  Archibald  McKendrvof  San  Francisco:  first 
lieutenant,  William  W.  Parker  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant,  William 
L.  Wellfj  of  Northampton. 

Company  II — Captain,  George  Blagden ;  first  lieutenant,  Charles 

B.  Fox;  second  lieutenant,  Augustus  L.  Papanti,  all  of  Boston. 
Company  I — Captain,  Louis  Cabot  of  Brookline ;  first  lieutenant, 

John  Phillips;  second  lieutenant,  Edward  B.  Mason,  both  of  Boston. 

Company  K — Captain,  George  F.  Holman  of  Cambridge;  first  lien- 
tenant,  Goodwin  A.  Stone  of  Newburvport  (later  adjutant) ;  second 
lieutenant,  Henry  E.  Alvord  of  Greenfield. 

Company  L — Captain,  Zabdicl  B.  Adams;  first  lieutenant,  William 

C.  Manning;  second  lieutenant,  Josiah  A.  Baldwin,  all  of  California. 
Company  M — Captain,  George  A.  Manning  of  California;  first  lieu- 
tenant, A.  W.  Stone  of  San  Francisco ;  second  lieutenant,  Hiram  E. 
W.  Clark  of  New  Salem. 

Major  Crowninshield,  with  the  first  detachment  of  the  regiment, 
consisting  of  Companies  A,  B,  C,  D  and  K,  left  the  state  on  the 
12th  of  February,  going  by  way  of  Providence,  Hartford,  New 
Haven,  New  York,  Elizabethport,  Reading  and  Harrishurg  to 
Baltimore;  thence  after  a  delay  of  two  days  sailing  to  Old  Point 
Comfort  and  reporting  to  General  Dix  commanding  at  Fortress 
Monroe  on  the  18th.  The  companies  were  directed  to  proceed  to 
Yorktown,  and  on  reporting  to  General  E.  D.  Keyes  at  that  place 
were  assigned  to  a  camp  at  Gloucester  Point,  across  the  river  from 
Yorktown,  where  the  roundabout  journey  temporarily  ended  on  the 
20th.  The  post  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Grimshaw  of  the 
Fourth  Delaware  Regiment,  for  whom  the  camp  was  named.  As 
these  five  companies  were  thus  fairly  in  the  field,  their  time  being 
occupied  with  drill,  outpost  duty  and  scouting,  the  story  of  their 
detached  service  may  be  properly  given  before  returning  to  the  main 
body  of  the  regiment,  which  was  still  in  process  of  completion. 
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federates  being  driven  through  the  Gap,  but  the  Second 
um  killed,  seven  wounded  and  a  number  taken  prisoners, 
Lieutenant  Norcross.    Having  pushed  the  enemy  across 
ndoah  river,  Colonel  Lowell  returned  by  way  of  Bright- 
tc  his  command  passed  the  night  of  the  14th,  going  next 
xandria.    The  regimental  camp  was  removed  on  the  19th 
ille,  whence  on  the  following  day  a  tour  of  investigation 
to  Warrenton,  Catlett's  and  Bristoe  Station,  which  was 
led  in  two  days,  the  weather  and  the  distance  making  it 
.x  on  the  command. 

ment  had  head-quarters  at  Centerville  for  some  time,  the 
ich  it  was  engaged  being  constant  and  frequently  arduous. 
3  various  expeditions  and  frequent  skirmishes,  the  most 
which  occurred  on  the  24th  of  August  when  Mosby's 
ere  encountered  at  Coyle  Tavern  near  Fairfax  Court 
in  the  fight  the  Second  had  two  killed,  two  wounded  and 
tured.    Mosby  himself  was  among  the  wounded  on  his 
s  command  was  vanquished,  leaving  several  of  its  dead 
ed  on  the  field.    Previous  to  this,  on  the  6th  of  August, 
it  had  been  reunited  by  the  arrival  of  the  five  companies 
;rn  Virginia ;  but  it  did  not  long  renin  in  a  unit,  for  on  the 
tember  Companies  C,  F,  0  and  1,  forming  the  Third  Bat- 
r  command  of  Major  Thompson,  left  for  detached  service 
I,  being  stationed  at  Muddy  Brook,  where  they  remained 
utunin  and  winter  without  notable  experience.    The  two 
emaining  at  Centerville  were  commanded  respectively 
>rbes  and  Captain  Read,  the  regiment  by  Major  Crown- 
d  the  brigade  of  three  regiments  which  formed  the 
e  of  the  Department  of  Washington  by  Colonel  Lowell, 
eady  won  high  commendation  as  an  officer  of  that  arm 
je.    These  regiments,  in  addition  to  his  own,  were  the 
md  Sixteenth  New  York. 

lis  time  the  duties  of  the  Second  were  very  trying, 
his  daring  band  hung  as  near  as  possible  to  the  Federal 
i,  and  his  blows  fell  now  here,  now  there;  but  wherever 
threatened,  Colonel  Lowell,  depending  especially  upon 
ent,  met  and  generally  foiled  or  punished  the  "partisan." 
of  October  the  Second  changed  quarters  to  Fairfax 
,  and  three  days  later  to  Vienna,  where  they  remained 
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doncd  on  the  8th,  the  cavalry  marching  to  York  town  and  reaching 
the  old  camp  at  Gloucester  Point  on  the  10th.  There  were  various 
movements  during  the  month  which  ensued,  but  none  of  moment, 
and  on  the  27th  the  detachment  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Washing- 
ton and  join  the  main  body  of  the  regiment.  Transports  were  at 
once  taken,  Captain  Read  being  temporarily  in  command,  and  on 
the  6th  of  August  the  detachment  reported  to  Colonel  Lowell  at 
Centcrville,  Va. 

Meantime  the  main  portion  of  the  regiment  left  the  camp  at 
Rcadville  May  11,  going  by  steamer  from  Stonington  to  Jersey  City 
but  making  the  rest  of  the  journey  by  rail;  yet  five  days  were  con- 
sumed in  making  the  trip  from  Massachusetts  to  Washington,  and 
it  was  not  till  the  16th  that  the  regiment  went  into  camp  on  East 
Capitol  Hill.  The  ranks  were  by  no  means  filled,  even  then ;  Com- 
panies II  and  I  acted  together  as  a  single  squadron,  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Russell  remained  at  Boston  as  recruiting  officer.  Within 
a  month  an  addition  of  about  a  hundred  joined  the  regiment,  and 
other  officers  were  sent  back  to  assist  in  the  gathering  of  recruits. 
Camp  was  changed  to  Brightwood,  five  miles  north  of  the  city,  on 
the  30th  of  May,  when  the  routine  of  outpost  duty  was  taken  up  by 
the  Second,  and  on  the  11th  of  June  it  crossed  the  Potomac  at 
White's  Ford  in  search  of  the  Confederate  cavalry,  which  was  feeling 
the  wav  for  the  northward  movement  of  the  rebel  armv  which  wa^to 
end  at  Gettysburg.  No  engagement  resulted,  and  the  regiment  re- 
turned to  camp  by  way  of  Chain  Bridge.  Twelve  days  later  its  be 
longings  were  removed  to  Poolesville,  but  it  would  be  incorrect  to  say 
that  head-quarters  were  established  there,  lor  till  after  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg  the  command  was  almost  constantly  in  the  saddle,  watch- 
ing the  fol  ds  of  the  Potomac,  serving  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
or  pursuing  the  hostile  cavalry  under  Stuart  through  Maryland. 

Returning  to  Poolesville,  the  regiment  was  at  once  ordered  to 
Dawsouville,  where  it  remained  from  the  3d  to  the  9th  of  July,  con- 
stantly scouting  the  neighborhood,  when  it  returned  to  Brightwood. 
stopped  there  for  a  night  and  was  ordered  to  Alexandria,  passing 
through  Washington  and  going  into  bivouac  at  Camp  Wyndham. 
The  stop  there  could  be  called  no  more  than  a  bivouac,  for  the  fol- 
lowing day,  the  11th,  the  regiment  was  ordered  on  a  reconnaissance 
to  the  Blue  Ridge,  which  was  reached  at  Ashby's  Gap  on  the  12th. 
The  enemy  was  found  there  and  a  sharp  skirmish  ensued,  result  in*: 
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>een  left  there,  and  were  voluntarily  accompanied  by  ten 
ifederate  attendants.    While  most  of  these  adventures  had 

gratifying  results,  the  last  days  of  the  command  within 
ses  of  the  national  capital  were  to  be  marked  by  another 

Major  Forbes,  in  command  of  a  detachment  of  about  100, 
ry's  forces  at  Mount  Zion  Church,  near  Aldie,  on  the 
ly  and  suffered  severely;  eight  of  the  detachment  were 
le  wounded  and  38  made  prisoners,  including  Major 

d  Chaplain  Humphreys;  Captain  Stone  was  mortally 
dying  on  the  18th. 

Early  was  now  threatening  Washington,  and  on  the  10th 
>well  received  from  General  Augur,  commanding  the  de- 
crs  to  send  a  regiment  of  cavalry  at  once  to  Tennally- 
erate  against  the  enemy.    With  the  natural  chivalry  of 
Colonel  Lowell  selected  his  own  regiment  for  theservice 
to  be  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  brigade  that  he 
mpany  it  in  person.    This  request  was  granted,  and  with 
of  800  reliable  sabers*  he  repaired  to  the  scene  of  danger. 
-  of  the  following  lew  days  is  full  of  credit  to  the  Second, 
ted  against  the4  army  of  Marly,  and  when  that  chieftain 
to  fall  back  after  the  battle  of  Fort  Stevens  on  the  12th, 
rear  closely.    At  Rockville  on  the  loth  Lieutenant 
twninshicld  with  a  battalion  of  the  regiment  charged  the 
•8  with  spirit,  but  was  met  by  a  counter-charge  of  superior 
ich  forced  the  battalion  back  into  Rockville  upon  its  sup- 
)  a  rally  was  made  and  the  successive  charges  of  the  Con- 
?re  handsomely  repulsed.    In  these  operations  the  loss 
id  reached  six  killed  and  about  100  wounded  or  captured, 
nt  accompanied  the  forces  under  General  Wright  in 
ic  invaders  till  they  were  driven  across  the  Shenandoah 
it  returned  to  the  camp  at  Falls  Clmreh  on  the  23d, 
•eks  of  exciting  service. 

_'iiod  of  rest  was  brief,  for  after  two  days  in  cam})  the 
igain  called  onto  join  General  Wright,  to  whom  Colonel 
rted  on  the  20th  at  Rockville.  It  is  impracticable  to 
linns  movements  of  the  regiment  during  the  month  of 
y  were  such  as  might  have  been  anticipated  from  an 
troopers  holding  a.  responsible  position.  On  the  Dth 
ival  of  cavalrv  from  tin;  Anuv  of  the  Potomac  took 
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during  the  fall  and  winter,  maintaining  a  Ion?  line  of  outposts  and 
being  frequently  called  out  in  pursuit  of  the  guerrilla  bands.  Few 
of  these  expeditions  resulted  in  severe  engagements  or  much  loss 
of  life,  but  an  exceptional  instance  occurred  on  the  22d  of  February. 
1S(J4,  when  a  scouting  party  of  12o  under  Captain  Read  was  sur- 
prised near  Pranesville  and  severely  defeated  after  a  short  and  hopc- 
less  struggle.  Ten  of  the  party  were  killed,  including  Captain  Read, 
seven  wounded  and  ;>7  made  prisoners,  including  Captain  Manning, 
and  Lieutenant  Manning.  Captain  Read  was  the  first  officer  of  the 
regiment  killed  in  action,  though  two  of  its  second  lieutenants. 
William  L.  Wells  and  Edward  B.  Mason,  had  died  of  disease  during 

■ 

18<»o,— on  the  20th  of  July  and  14th  of  September  respectively. 

Some  time  previous  to  this  disaster  a  tragic  event  transpired  when 
a  former  member  of  the  Second  who  had  recently  deserted  to  the 
enemy  was  captured  while  leading  a  party  against  his  former  com- 
rades. He  was  at  once  tried  by  court-martial  and  shot  in  the  presence 
of  the  brigade.  From  the  middle  of  February  till  the  4th  of  April 
Colonel  Lowell  was  absent  on  detached  duty,  the  brigade  being  com- 
manded bv  Colonel  Lazelle  of  the  Sixteenth  New  York.  The  four 
companies  at  Muddy  Brook  were  relieved  on  the  8th  of  March  by  Com- 
panies B,  D,  E  and  M,  but  the  latter  soon  after  rejoined  the  regiment. 
Several  of  the  line  olficers  were  about  this  time  discharged  from  the 
Second  to  be  commissioned  in  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Massachusetts 
Cavalry,  the  latter  a  colored  regiment,  and  at  the  same  time  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Russell,  who  had  not  served  in  the  field  with  the 
Second,  was  made  colonel  of  the  Fifth.  The  lieutenant  colonelcy 
of  the  Second  was  filled  by  the  promotion  of  Major  Crowninshield. 
while  Captain  George  Blagden  became  junior  major. 

During  April  the  regiment  participated  in  three  successful  raids, 
on  the  last  of  which  *2f>,000  worth  of  blockade-run  goods  were 
captured  and  the  secret  quarters  of  Mosby  were  discovered  and 
some  of  his  personal  effects  confiscated,  including  his  commission 
as  "major  of  Partisan  Rangers."  The  loss  of  the  Second  in  these 
expeditions  was  two  men  killed.  During  the  early  part  of  May  the 
regiment  assisted  in  keeping  open  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Rail- 
road: the  cam])  being  moved  on  the  24th  to  Falls  Church,  some 
miles  nearer  Alexandria.  Early  in  June  a  detachment  of  the  regi- 
ment with  some  others  accompanied  an  ambulance  train  to  the  Wil- 
derness battle-field,  brought  in  about  50  wounded  Union  soldiers 
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ttle  and  fought  till  dark,  the  loss  to  his  regiment  being  two 
d  eight  wounded.    The  following  day  occurred  the  brill- 
le  of  Tom's  Brook,  familiarly  known  as  "The  Woodstock 
n  which  the  southern  cavalry  under  Lomax  and  Rosser 
eated  by  the  Union  divisions  under  Merritt  and  Custer. 
Brigade  led  the  attack  of  the  former,  and  after  the  rout 
?  his  command,  reinforced  by  a  regiment  from  each  of  the 
^ades,  pursued  Lomax  for  20  miles.    In  this  engagement 
id  captured  four  pieces  of  artillery,  wagons,  forges  and 
its  total  loss  being  two  men  wounded, 
tie  of  Cedar  Creek,  on  the  19th,  was  a  sad  event  for  the 
for  while  it  won  high  praise  for  its  services,  it  was  called 
the  loss  of  its  gallant  and  accomplished  colonel,  who  had 
■een  commissioned  a  brigadier  general  of  cavalry  volun- 
ic  Second  with  its  division  was  posted  at  the  right  of  the 
ly  during  the  early  part  of  the  battle,  but  later  was  trans- 
he  left,  taking  a  position  in  front  of  Middletown  near  the 
r  pike.    There  Lowell's  Brigade  did  valiant  service  in 
•  the  Confederates  and  in  the  final  charge  which  swept 
nv  back  in  a  rout.    Just  as  the  last  charge  (the  fourth 
ment  that  dav)  was  ordered,  Colonel  Lowell  received  his 
mortal  wound,  the  command  of  the  brigade  devolving 
mant  Colonel  Crowninshield.    The  latter  led  the  brigade 
tless  charge  from  Middletown  to  Fisher's  Hill,  and  the 
ay  pursued  the  discomfited  rebels  to  Mount  Jackson,  rc- 
ncc  to  the  old  camp  in  rear  of  Cedar  Creek, 
of  the  regiment  in  the  battle  had  been  ten  killed  on  the 
!  wounded;  of  the  latter  Captain  Ilufus  W.  Smith  died 
ing  of  the  battle  and  Colonel  Lowell  on  the  21st.  Prc- 
s.  since  the  openimr  of  the  campaign  three  brave  officers 
(u  nl  had  met  death  on  the  field, — Captain  Kigenbrodt 
killed  on  the  2oth  of  August,  First  Lieutenant  Charles 
f  Vassalbom,  Me.,  on  the  -<>th,  and  Second  Lieutenant 
oodinan  of  San  Francisco,  mortally  wounded  on  the 
on  the  9th  of  October.    In  addition  to  these  losses  and 
mds  and  capture,  a  vacancy  had  been  created  by  the 
>f  Major  Thompson  from  the  9th  of  August.    This  was 
commissioning  of  Captain  MeKrndry  as  major,  while 
Colonel  Lowell  caused  the  following  promotions:  Lieu- 
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place,  and  the  Second  Massachusetts,  with  the  First  Man  land  and 
Twenty-fifth  New  York  Regiments,  became  the  Third  Brigade,  First 
Division.  General  Torbert  commanded  tlie  cavalry  corps,  General 
Men  itt  the  division  and  Colonel  Lowell  the  brigade.  During  the 
month  but  few  days  passed  in  which  the  regiment  was  not  engaged, 
more  or  less  severely,  with  the  enemy,  the  loss  in  the  several  affairs 
being  eight  killed,  80  wounded  and  20  captured. 

A  reorganization  of  the  cavalry  was  made  on  the  9th  of  Septem- 
ber, when  the  Second  Regiment  was  transferred  to  the  Reserve  Bri- 
gade of  the  First  Division,  being  brigaded  with  the  First,  Second, 
Fifth  and  Sixth  United  States.  Colonel  Lowell  was  again  the  bri- 
gade commander,  and  it  was  no  slight  mark  of  appreciation  that 
he  was  placed  in  command  of  a  brigade  so  largely  composed  of 
regulars.  Previous  to  the  battle  of  the  Opequan  numerous  recon- 
naissances were  made,  all  of  which  were  attended  with  skirmishing, 
in  which  the  regiment  had  three  men  killed  and  12  wounded.  In 
the  fierce  battle  of  the  19th  of  September  the  regiment  shared  in 
all  the  movements  and  charges  of  Merritt's  Division,  but  lost  only 
two  killed,  six  wounded  and  two  captured.  It  followed  the  Con- 
federates to  Cedar  Creek,  then  moved  as  part  of  a  heavy  cavalry 
column  by  way  of  Front  Royal  to  the  Luray  valley.  Some  fighting 
occurred  there  in  which  the  Second  without  loss  captured  one  battle 
flag  and  some  prisoners,  and  rejoined  the  army  at  Harrisonburg  on 
the  20th.  During  the  rein  under  of  the  campaign  there  was  little 
rest  for  the  troopers;  on  the  flanks,  in  front  or  rear,  as  the  nature 
of  the  movement  might  demand,  covering  a  retreat  or  feeling  the 
way  for  an  advance,  with  various  expeditions  for  the  destruction  of 
mills,  railroad,  depots  or  bridges,  the  trained  riders  were  constantly 
engaged.  The  most  severe  engagement  of  this  period  so  far  as  the 
Second  were  concerned  occurred  at  Waynesboro,  where  after  de- 
stroying an  iron  railroad  bridge  the  Union  cavalry  encountered  the 
Confederate  infantry,  the  loss  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  l>eing 
three  killed,  five  wounded  and  two  captured. 

Sheridan's  army  began  falling  back  toward  its  base  of  supplies 
on  the  0th  of  October,  and  the  movement  demanded  even  greater 
activity  on  the  part  of  the  cavalry.  On  the  8th,  near  Round  Top 
Mountain,  the  Reserve  Brigade,  which  had  been  sent  back  to  recon- 
noiter,  encountered  a  more  numerous  force  of  the  enemy,  and  after 
being  reinforced  by  a  part  of  General  Devin's  brigade  Colonel  Lowell 
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.    Many  of  the  animals  were  completely  broken  down,  so 
iders  were  obliged  to  report  to  City  Point  for  remounting, 
under,  having  been  refreshed,  reclothed  and  provisioned, 
le  James  river  at  Deep  Bottom  on  the  25th  and  at  Hancock 
jined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  front  of  Petersburg. 
Timent  stopped  there  for  a  few  days  while  the  preparations- 
pletcd  for  the  grand  combination  of  movements  by  which 
mded  to  crush  the  southern  forces.    The  movement  began 
th,  when  camp  was  broken  and  the  regiment  marched  to 
>  Court  House,  where  the  night  was  passed.    It  led  the 
he  next  day  and  at  White  Oak  road  found  the  enemy.  A 
lowed  in  which  the  Second  gained  considerable  advantage 
light  loss — one  man  wounded  and  four  taken  prisoners, 
iforccd  the  command  held  the  ground  till  noon  of  the  fol- 
7  when  the  enemy  gathered  in  strong  force  and  by  persist- 
g  forced  the  Union  troops  back  to  Dinwiddie.    The  Second 
the  ground  determinedly,  lighting  through  the  forest  dis- 
luch  of  the  time,  and  when  the  final  assault  by  the  Con- 
•as  made  the  regiment,  partially  sheltered  by  a  breastwork 
et  the  attack  with  a  lire  from  their  carbines  that  broke 
.    That  night  the  Second  bivouacked  with  the  rest  of  the 
•ps  at  Dinwiddie,  while  the  Confederates  fell  back  to  Five 
(reparation  for  the  battle  of  the  following  day.    In  the 
l  the  illst  of  March  the  loss  of  the  regiment  had  been 
14  killed  and  wounded,  among  the  slain  being  Second 
Lewis  Munger  of  California. 

ttle  of  Five  Forks,  on  the  1st  of  April,  the  First  Division 
under  command  of  General  Devin  advanced  directly 
enemy's  works,  dismounted,  and  met  and  answered  the 
:  lire  while  the  other  movements  were  being  made  which 
ostile  line  and  decided  the  battle  in  favor  of  the  Union 
Second  Regiment  was  one  of  the  first  in  the  captured 
took  many  prisoners,  its  loss  being  but  one  killed  and 
led.    The  next  day  the  Southside  Railroad  was  struck 
ed,  and  from  that  time  till  the  surrender  of  General 
Mb  the  cavalry  of  the  Union  army  was  constantly  en- 
■  skirmishing  and  severe  lighting  which  alternated  with 
latching  and   maneuvering.     On  the  4th  Lieutenant 
jes.  who  had  long  been  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  ol  the 
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tenant  Colonel  Crown  in  shield  to  be  colonel.  Major  Forbes  to  be 
lieutenant  colonel  and  Captain  Rumen*  to  be  major. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  month  the  regiment  remained  in 
camp,  but  from  the  3d  to  the  2Sth  of  November,  with  other  reiri- 
ments  of  its  brigade  it  guarded  the  construction  of  the  railroad 
from  Harpers  Ferry  to  Stevenson  Station.  It  then  rejoined  the 
division  which  was  scouting  beyond  Snickers  Gap,  and  on  the  '»d 
of  December  returned  to  camp  near  Winchester;  but  on  the  Hull 
it  set  out  on  the  expedition  under  General  Torbert  to  Gordonsville, 
which  lasted  ten  davs  and  was  very  trying.  The  close  of  the  vear 
found  it  encamped  on  the  Front  Royal  road  a  few  miles  from  Win- 
chester, Major  McKendry  being  in  command  and  the  soldiers  and 
their  animals  comfortably  quartered.  Colonel  Crowninshield  re- 
turned from  leave  of  absence  soon  after,  but  much  of  the  time  he  was 
in  command  of  the  brigade.  On  the  20th  of  January,  18G5,  the  num- 
ber present  with  the  regiment  for  duty  was  increased  by  the  coming 
of  175  recruits,  mostly  from  Camp  Remount  in  Pleasant  Valley,  Md. 

With  no  more  stirring  occurrence  than  an  occasional  review  the 
Second  remained  in  camp  till  the  27th  of  February,  furnishing  heavy 
details  for  the  outpost  and  scouting  duty  incident  to  the  service. 
On  that  date  they  bade  adieu  to  the  Valley  and  with  the  rest  of  Sheri- 
dan's cavalry,  under  the  personal  lead  of  that  inspiriting  officer,  be- 
gan the  march  overland  to  join  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  before 
Petersburg  for  the  final  campaign  of  the  war.  This  movement, 
which  occupied  20  days,  was  in  itself  a  campaign.  Coursing  hither 
and  thither  through  the  country,  the  sweeping  columns  burned,  dc- 
st roved  and  captured  whatever  could  be  found  in  the  wav  of  stores, 
supplies,  mills,  factories,  railroads,  bridges  and  the  like.  The 
Second  Massachusetts  had  its  full  share  in  the  daring  and  doing  of 
those  scenes.  At  the  railroad  crossing  of  the  South  Anna  on  the 
14th  of  March,  the  regiment  under  the  lead  of  Colonel  Crownin- 
shield charged  the  Confederate  intrenehments,  capturing  them  with 
three  pieces  of  artillery,  which  after  being  used  to  hasten  the  re- 
treat of  the  defenders  were  spiked  and  thrown  into  the  river.  On  the 
lHth  White  House  Landing  was  reached,  and  next  day  the  column 
crossed  the  Pamunkey  river,  going  into  camp  for  the  rest  and  repair 
so  much  needed.  During  the  three  weeks  in  which  they  had  been 
moving,  men  and  houses  had  "been  exposed  to  most  disagreeable 
weather,  rain  falling  nearly  every  day  and  the  roads  being  in  horrible 
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Third  Regiment  of  Cavalry  was  organized  from  troops 
•eady  in  the  field,  being  composed  of  the  Forty-first  Mas- 
musetts  Regiment  (a  sketch  of  which  has  already  been 
d  the  three  unattached  companies,  sometimes  designated 
lependent  Battalion,  of  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  which  had 
ied  General  Butler's  expedition  to  the  Department  of  the 
remained  on  duty  there  duriug  the  interim.    A  resume  of 
us  history  of  these  companies  is  in  order.    Two  companies 
proposed,  to  be  known  as  '*  Mounted  Rifle  Rangers,"  the  en- 
flice  being  opened  at  55  State  Street,  Boston,  on  the  17th 
her,  1861.    The  recruits  were  rigorously  selected,  both  for 
c  standing  in  the  community  and  personal  fitness  for  the 
me  being  accepted  under  five  feet  nine  inches  in  bight  or 
5  over  160  pounds.    The  encampment  was  at  Camp  Chase, 
lcre  the  First  Company  was  organized  on  the  15th  of 
,  1861,  with  the  following  officers:    Captain,  S.  Tyler 
Utleboro;  first  lieutenant,  .Jonathan  E.  Cowen  of  Fair- 
;ond  lieutenant,  Benjamin  Piekinan  of  Salem, 
md  Company  was  filled  before  the  close  of  the  year,  its 
ng:    Captain,  James  MefJee  of  Lowell:  first  lieutenant, 
Bowles  of  Roxbury;  second  lieutenant,  Joseph  AV.  Mor- 
iney.    The  Third  Company  was  filled  about  the  sninc 
s  officers  were  :    Captain.  Henry  A.  Durivage  of  Boston ; 
innt,  Solon  A.  Perkins;  second  lieutenant,  Reuben  F. 
Hi  of  Lowell.    The  two  latter  companies  were  organized 
J7,  1S61,  and  on  the  :M  ot  January  the  three  companies 
1  the  Constitution  under  orders  for  Ship  Island,  oil  the 
coast,  where  the  forces  of  Ocncral  Butler  were  to  rcn- 
lt  the  weather  being  cold  the  transport  remained  in  Bos- 
till  the  13th.    Sailing  then  to  Hampton  Roads,  a  stop 
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enemy,  rejoined  his  command  and  resumed  duty.  The  regiment 
was  active  in  the  fighting  of  the  6th,  in  which  great  damage  was 
inflicted  on  the  retreating  enemy,  the  loss  of  the  Second  being  but 
about  a  half-dozen  wounded.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th  it  was  on 
the  skirmish  line,  and  some  of  the  last  shots  fired  by  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia  were  aimed  at  these  skirmishers. 

The  regiment,  which  at  this  time  had  by  the  various  experiences 
through  which  it  had  passed  been  reduced  to  some  200  officers  and 
men  present  for  duty,  moved  back  by  easy  stages  to  Petersburg,  in 
the  vicinity  of  which  on  the  18th  it  went  into  camp  for  six  days. 
During  this  time  Lieutenant  Colonel  Forbes  resigned,  while  Captain 
Manning,  who  had  been  a  prisoner  of  war  for  14  months,  returned 
to  the  regiment,  and  with  him  came  150  remounted  men.  A  move- 
ment toward  North  Carolina,  to  operate  against  the  rebel  General 
Johnston,  began  on  the  24th ;  but  the  intelligence  was  soon  received 
that  he,  too,  had  surrendered,  so  the  regiment  returned  to  the  north 
side  of  the  Appomattox,  where  it  camped  till  the  10th  of  May.  It 
then  moved  toward  Washington,  beinir  reviewed  in  Richmond  bv 
General  Halleck  and  reaching  Alexandria  on  the  16th,  encamped 
near  Long  Bridge  till  the  21st.  It  then  crossed  to  the  Washington 
side  of  the  Potomac,  stopping  at  Bladcnsburg  till  the  grand  review 
of  the  Union  armies  on  the  23d  in  which  it  took  part.  Near  the 
close  of  the  month  it  recrossed  to  the  Virginia  side,  where  it  was 
quartered  during  most  of  June.  While  there  the  prisoners  of  war 
on  parole  and  officers  and  men  unfit  for  active  duty  were  mustered 
out,  and  the  regiment  lost  its  last  commissioned  officer  to  die  in  the 
service — Second  Lieutenant  Huntington  F.  Walcott  of  Boston — on 
the  9th  of  June  from  disease.  Colonel  Crowninshield,  whose  name 
had  been  so  prominently  identified  with  the  fair  fame  of  the  regiment 
from  its  organization,  resigned  his  commission  on  the  20th  and  re- 
turned to  civil  life,  now  that  his  country  no  longer  needed  his  sword. 

The  location  of  the  Second  was  changed  on  the  26th  to  Fairfax 
Court  House,  but  soon  after  the  new  camp  had  been  established  the 
welcome  orders  were  received  to  prepare  for  muster  out.  The  final 
'  r'olls  were  made  without  delay  and  that  interesting  event  took  place 
on  the  20th  of  July.  Two  days  later  the  command  left  Washing- 
ton for  Massachusetts,  returning  to  the  old  camp  at  Kendville 
whence  they  were  paid  and  discharged  on  the  3d  of  August,  after 
two  and  a  half  years  of  exceptionally  active  service. 
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c  Third  M,  while  the  First  received  no  letter,  as  the  regi- 
nsisted  of  13  companies,  but  continued  to  be  known  as 
Company."    Under  the  new  organization  the  roster  of  offi- 
\  revolutionized.     Colonel  Chickcring  continued  in  com- 
it  those  immediately  associated  with  him  were:  Lieuten- 
ael,  Lorenzo  D.  Sargent;  majors,  John  F.  Vinal,  James 
onathan  E.  Cowen.    Lieutenant  Colonel  Wass  had  early 
ar  been  transferred  back  to  the  Nineteenth  Massachusetts 
A  multitude  of  changes  naturally  occurred  among  the 
I  lower  grade;  in  fact  few  regiments  with  the  same  term 
3  had  as  many  changes  in  the  roster  of  officers  from  pro- 
ransfers,  and  the  like.    Very  soon  after  the  transformation 
ry  regiment,  Major  Cowen  was  transferred  to  a  command  of 
oops, his  place  in  the  Third  being  filled  by  the  promotion  of 
5.  Tyler  Head  to  be  major.    Chaplain  Lane  resigned  in 
nd  his  place  was  not  filled  till  near  the  close  of  the  war. 
riment  remained  at  Port  Hudson  until  the  close  of  the 
,  very  actively  engaged  in  such  duties  as  naturally  fell  to  a 
rce,  guarding  trains,  collecting  forage,  scouting  and  escort, 
collisions  with  the  enemy  occurred  during  this  time,  more 
ous,  the  more  important  being  on  t  lie  3d  of  August,  at  Jack- 
hen  the  regiment  had  lour  men  killed,  anil  on  the  30th  of 
at  Plains  Store,  when  four  or  five  were  killed,  as  many 
nd  five  captured.    Early  in  1K«>4  preparations  for  the  Red 
ipaigu  began,  and  the  Third,  reporting  to  General  A.  L. 
of  cavalry  of  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  were  assigned 
rth  Cavalry  IJrigade,  the  other  regiments  of  which  were 
[  New  Hampshire  and  Second  Illinois  Cavalry,  with  the 
;  Massachusetts  Mounted  Infantry.     The  brigade  was 
d  bv  Colonel  X.  A.  M.  ]>udlev  of  the  Thirtieth  Massa- 
id  the  Third  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sargent  in  the  absence 
Checkering. 

ment  reached  lirashear  City  on  the  18th  of  March,  and 
the  movement  by  way  of  Franklin,  Newtown  and  Oj Hi- 
ved on  the  -0th  within  six  miles  of  Alexandria  on  the 
where  it  joined  the  force  under  General  A.  J.  Smith 
taken  possession  of  that  place  and  was  to  join  the  army 
is.  Xext  morning  the  regiment  was  sent  forward  to 
s  Hill,  where  a  force  under  General  Mower  had  en- 
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was  made  there  till  the  early  days  of  February,  Ship  Island  being 
reached  on  the  12th.  There  the  three  companies  were  by  order  of 
General  Phelps,  commanding  the  post,  organized  as  a  battalion,  with 
Captain  Read  acting  as  major,  and  this  organization  continued  till 
the  division  of  the  forces  on  the  island  into  three  brigades,  when 
the  battalion  organization  was  dissolved  and  one  company  was  at- 
tached to  each  brigade.  ^ 

The  First  Company  was  among  the  first  troops  to  land  at  Xew 
Orleans,  and  in  that  city  or  its  vicinity  much  of  its  time  was  passed 
during  the  year  that  followed,  the  company  forming  part  of  the 
garrison.  It  was  most  of  the  time  at  Camp  Williams,  at  Carroll- 
ton,  but  on  several  occasions  made  extended  excursions  into  the 
surrounding  country.  The  Second  Company  remained  on  Ship 
Island  till  the  21st  of  May,  when  it  was  ordered  to  New  Orleans, 
and  soon  after  joined  the  brigade  at  Baton  Rouge,  taking  part  in 
the  battle  there,  and  in  various  reconnaissances  and  skirmishes,  in 
which  during  the  summer  a  loss  was  sustained  of  two  men  killed  and 
six  wounded,  two  mortally.  First  Lieutenant  Charles  J.  Batchelder 
of  Lynn  died  of  disease,  September  9,  1862.  After  the  evacuation 
of  Baton  Rouge  the  company  returned  to  Xew  Orleans,  and  was 
thenceforth  much  of  the  time  attached  to  Weitzel's  Brigade,  fur 
which  it  performed  in  an  admirable  manner  the  various  duties  re- 
quired of  a  cavalry  force.  The  Third  Company  had  the  misfortune 
at  the  outset  of  its  active  career  to  lose  its  captain,  who  was  acci- 
dentally drowned  in  the  Mississippi  river  April  23,  18C2;  the 
vacancy  was  filled  by  the  promotion  of  Lieutenant  Jonathan  E. 
Cowen  of  the  First  Company,  but  as  he  was  at  home  on  sick  leave, 
the  company  remained  for  many  months  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Perkins,  who  discharged  the  duties  in  a  manner  to  win  high 
compliments  from  his  superior  officers.  His  company  was  most  of 
the  time  posted  at  or  near  Plaquemine,  and  was  frequently  in  action, 
though  meeting  no  serious  loss  till  the  spring  of  1863,  shortly  be- 
fore the  consolidation,  when  it  had  three  men  killed  and  some 
wounded,  most  of  the  loss  being  at  Bayou  Jack  in  May,  though 
Lieutenant  Perkins  was  killed  at  Clinton  June  2,  the  day  on  which 
First  Lieutenant  Pickering  D.  Allen  of  Salem  of  the  First  Company 
was  killed  at  Brashcar  City. 

In  the  consolidation,  the  companies  of  the  Forty -first  Regiment 
retained  their  original  letters;  the  Second  Company  was  designated 
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river     For  several  days  following,  until  and  after  the 
Cane  River,  the  Fourth  Brigade — Colonel  E.  J.  Davis  of 
Texas  Cavalry  having  succeeded  Colonel  Dudley  in  the 
—skirmished  and  fought,  driving  the  enemy  before  it  and 
he  way  for  the  general  column,  and  after  the  battle  taking 
enderson  Hill,  which  was  held  till  the  Union  army  had 
The  loss  of  the  Third  Regiment  in  these  continued  en- 
3  had  been  but  two  or  three  wounded.    The  Union  army 
issed,  the  brigade  took  position  in  the  rear,  skirmishing 
y  with  the  closely  following  Confederates.    On  the  25th, 
tanks  having  reached  Alexandria,  the  cavalry  established 
ug  some  seven  miles  from  the  city,  and  the  following  day 
:o  a  stronger  position,  two  miles  nearer  the  city,  the  entire 
tposts  being  composed  of  the  Third  Massachusetts  under 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sargent.    Soon  alter  daylight  a  de- 
ittaek  was  made  by  the  Confederates  which  developed  into  a 
t,the  Third  holding  their  position  until  noon,  repeatedly  ex- 
heir  ammunition.    Some  artillery  was  brought  upon  both 
the  Confederates  were  finally  repulsed,  when  the  regiment 
?d  and  retired  to  Alexandria,  its  loss  having  been  slight, 
^ade  crossed  Red  river  on  the  20th  and  marched  some  20 
e  north,  where  it  encountered  Quantrell's  notorious  band 
sharp  engagement  on  the  1st  of  May,  soon  after  starting 
rn.    The  enemy  were  routed  by  a  determined  charge, the 
i  Third  being  four  men  killed  and  six  wounded.  The 
led  its  movement  down  the  river  on  the  9th,  and  again 
ormed  the  rear  guard  much  of  the  time,  with  frequent 
r.    One  man  was  killed  and  two  wounded  on  the  l.r»th, 
r  conflict  occurred  on  the  18th  at  Bayou  do  Glaize,  also 
Simmsport,  Yellow  Bayou,  and  Calhoun  Station.  The 
le  a  general  engagement,  during  which  the  Third  charged 
cd  a  column  of  hostile  infantry,  its  loss  in  the  battle 
i  1  led  and  12  wounded  ;  3D  horses  also  being  lost.  The 
(  Jeneral  Banks  then  continued  its  way  to  Morganzia  on 
»pi,  where  it  rested  after  its  disastrous  campaign. 
i  a  respite  of  a  few  weeks  for  the  weary  soldiers  of  the 
they  were  called  to  a  different  scene  of  action.  The 
s  dismounted  on  the  25th  of  June  and  armed  as  infantry 
•y  service,  being  ordered  to  Algiers  on  the  3d  of  Jubj, 
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countered  the  enemy,  and  while  three  companies  under  Major  Ma- 
gee  led  a  flank  movement  to  the  Confederate  rear  and  left,  the 
others  took  post  at  the  right  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  foe.  The 
attack  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  position,  with  four  pieces  of 
artillery  and  a  complete  regiment  of  infantry,  the  Third  guarding 
the  captures  during  the  night  and  next  morning  taking  them  to  the 
rear.  After  some  further  service  the  regiment  returned  to  its  bri- 
gade on  the  23d  and  took  part  in  the  advance  of  the  army  during 
the  following  davs.  Cane  river  was  crossed  on  the  30th,  the  enemv 
falling  back  to  Natchitoches  after  some  skirmishing.  The  Third 
were  on  picket  that  night,  being  attacked  at  daylight  and  repulsing 
the  assailants,  but  with  a  loss  of  13  wounded. 

The  first  week  of  April  was  full  of  severe  duty — marching  and 
skirmishing — of  which  the  lion's  share  fell  to  the  cavalry;  but  the 
regiment  met  no  serious  loss  till  the  8th,  when  it  took  an  important 
part  in  the  battle  of  Sabine  Cross  Roads.  The  Confederates  had 
made  a  stand  in  force  at  that  point,  and  in  the  advance  of  the  morn- 
ing the  Third  led  on  the  left  of  the  Mansfield  road,  fighting  its  way 
till  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  was  descried.  The  regiment  then 
attempted  to  capture  the  Confederate  skirmish  line,  and  charged 
unsupported  into  a  most  critical  position,  the  skill  of  its  officers 
only  saving  it  from  a  dangerous  flanking  movement.  Falling  back 
to  the  supporting  line,  it  again  advanced  to  its  former  position,  de- 
ploying Companies  D  and  M  as  skirmishers,  and  under  orders  to 
hold  their  ground  the  brave  fellows  fought  the  superior  numbers  of 
the  enemy  as  the  latter  in  turn  advanced,  the  men  falling  back  and 
again  facing  to  the  front  five  or  six  times  during  the  long  afternoon 
hours,  and  repeatedly  emptying  their  carbines  and  revolvers  into 
the  dense  masses  of  the  foe.  Toward  the  close  of  the  afternoon 
the  brigade  was  flanked  and  ordered  to  fall  back,  and  at  night  the 
regiment  retired  to  Pleasant  Hill,  its  loss  during  the  day  haviug 
been  73  men,  nine  of  whom  were  killed,  and  157  horses. 

The  Third  were  not  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill  on  the 
9th,  being  detached  on  train  guard  and  duty  at  the  Hanks;  but  on 
the  12th  eseorted  a  Hag  of  truce  with  three  wagons  loaded  with 
supplies  for  the  Federal  wounded  within  the  Confederate  lines.  The 
Union  army  had  now  fallen  back  to  Grand  Ecore,  where  it  remained 
till  the  21st,  though  the  cavalry  took  the  field  two  days  previous 
to  feel  the  way  for  the  retreat  of  General  Banks  and  his  forces 
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ie  retreating  Confederates  to  Fisher's  Hill,  and  had  part  in 
n  there  on  the  22d,  losing  two  killed  and  as  many  wounded 
inal  charge  which  drove  Early  from  his  chosen  position, 
lowed  an  all-night  pursuit  of  the  retreating  foe,  continued 
ie  following  days  till  the  Union  army  on  the  26th  reached 
iburg  and  went  into  camp.  On  the  29th  the  regiment  with 
ion  advanced  to  Mount  Crawford  to  destroy  Confederate 
in  that  vicinity,  returning  to  the  main  body  next  day,  and 
h  of  October  beginning  the  retrograde  movement  to  Cedar 
here  a  halt  was  made  on  the  10th. 

mments  were  thrown  up  there,  and  the  position  was  held 
cattle  of  the  19th  of  October.    Fortunately  for  the  regi- 
brigade  had  been  ordered  to  make  a  reconnaissance  that 
and  after  a  very  early  breakfast  it  was  standing  in  line, 
let  forth,  when  the  unexpected  attack  from  the  rebels  fell 
ighth  Corps,  very  soon  involving  the  Nineteenth.  With 
regiment  of  the  brigade,  the  Third  were  soon  ordered  to 
battery  at  the  left,  and  were  thus  separated  from  the  corps 
he  middle  of  the  afternoon.    J.eing  repeatedly  obliged  to 
they  did  so,  fighting  heroically,  now  with  the  Eighth 
anon  with  the  Sixth,  opposing  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
a  stand  could  be  made.    The  regiment  rejoined  its  bri- 
o'clock,  constructing  a  breastwork  of  rails,  and  when 
tack  was  made  by  the  enemy,  it  was  not  only  repulsed 
ter  charge  was  made,  in  which  the  Third  took  part,  driv- 
seomfited  Southrons  back  through  and  past  the  camps 
h  the  Unionists  had  been  so  unceremoniously  routed 
:*ning.    These  were  rcoeeupied  that  night  by  the  Third 
i  with  the  other  regiments,  but  the  battalion  line  had 
isly  shortened  by  the  events  of  the  day,  the  total  loss 
ment  being  77,  five  of  whom  were  killed,  the  rest  being 
•  missing.    Second  Lieutenant  Lyman  James  of  Boston 
wounds  on  the  * » 1 1 1  of  December. 

ment  remained  in  camp  near  the  scene  of  the  battle  till 
November,  when  it  marched  to  the  Opeipian  Creek,  some 
nun  Winchester,  where  strong  earthworks  were  built  and 
table  lor  winter  quarters  constructed.     Hut  a  large  part 
which  had  served  in  the  Vallev  was  withdrawn  to  other 
•fulness,  and  the  Third  soon  left  their  comfortable  cab- 
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Camping  there  for  a  short  time,  the  command  sailed  on  the  15th 
for  Fortress  Monroe  to  report  to  General  Grant,  seven  companies 
on  the  General  Lyon  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sargent  and  the 
balance  of  the  regiment  on  the  E.  L.  Clark  under  Major  Read.  The 
former  detachment  was  first  to  reach  its  destination,  being  ordered 
at  once  to  Washington,  and  on  reporting  to  General  Halleck  being 
directed  to  join  that  part  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps  which  under 
General  Emory  was  operating  against  the  Confederates  under  Gen- 
eral  Early  in  Maryland.  At  night  of  the  28th  the  regiment  re- 
ported at  Chain  Bridge,  but  the  following  afternoon  returned  to 
Washington  and  took  cars  for  Monocacy,  where  it  went  into  camp: 
but  it  was  not  till  the  loth  of  August  that  the  companies  under 
Major  Head  arrived.  The  Third  had  now  become  a  part  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  regiments  of  the 
brigade  being  in  addition  the  Thirteenth  Connecticut,  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty-first  and  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-ninth  New  York, 
Eleventh  Indiana  and  Twenty -second  Iowa.  Colonel  E.  L.  Molineux  * 
commanded  the  brigade  and  General  Cuvier  Grovcr  the  division. 

Various  changes  had  occurred  or  were  about  to  occur  in  the  field 
roster  of  the  Third  which  may  here  be  noted.  Major  Magee  had 
resigned  from  the  6th  of  August,  and  was  followed  September  1  by 
Colonel  Chickering.  The  vacancies  thus  created  were  in  due  time 
filled  by  the  promotion  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sargent  (who  had  lonsr 
been  in  actual  command  of  the  regiment)  to  be  colonel,  Major  Vinal 
to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Captains  Bunker  and  Noyes  to  be  majors. 

Meantime  the  regiment  participated  in  the  various  movements  of 
the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah  up  and  down  the  Valley  in  the  stra- 
tegic contest  with  General  Early,  but  without  notable  engagement 
till  the  important  battle  of  the  Opeijuan  on  the  19th  of  September. 
In  that  action  the  Third  with  its  brigade  formed  part  of  the  lirst 
line  and  shared  in  the  charge  which  at  first  pressed  back  the  oppos- 
ing forces.  The  check  to  the  Union  arms  due  to  the  breaking  of 
the  connection  between  the  SLxth  and  Nineteenth  Corps  carried  the 
regiment  back,  but  twice  again  during  the  day  did  it  join  in  a  de- 
termined charge,  sharing  in  the  final  victorious  result,  though  at  a 
heavy  cost;  of  some  GOO  taken  into  action,  it  lost  104  officers  and 
men,  18  of  whom  were  killed  and  the  remainder  wounded  or  miss- 
ing. Among  the  slain  were  Second  Lieutenants  Jasper  A.  Glidden 
of  Lawrence  and  John  H.  Pool  of  Randolph.    The  command  fol- 
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>ver  to  the  Fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  and  on  the  31st  of  July 
d  were  reduced  to  a  battalion  of  six  companies.  Several 
were  mustered  out  on  account  of  this  change,  including 
Porter,  Major  Noyes  and  Surgeon  Leavitt.  Lieutenant 
Vinal  was  absent  from  the  command  at  the  time  and  did 
i  return  to  active  duty  with  it,  being  honorably  discharged 
3th  of  August.    Major  Frederick  G.  Pope  was  in  command 
ittalion  during  its  service  as  such,  his  companies  being 
id  by  the  first  six  letters  and  commanded  respectively  by 
W.  M.  Gifford,  J.  A.  Comerford,  D.  P.  Muzzey,  Charles 
.  V.  Barnev  and  First  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Hilton.    As  soon 
organization  was  completed  fresh  horses  were  drawn,  and 
th  of  July  Major  Pope  received  orders  to  report  with  his 
:  to  General  Dodge  at  Fort  Kearney,  Neb. 
3d  with  25  days'  rations  and  forage  the  battalion  set  out 
Table  roads  on  the  27th,  and  the  lb"th  of  August  arrived 
rt,  weary  with  the  tedious  jaunt.    After  resting  till  the 
battalion  was  ordered  to  Julesburg,  Colorado,  starting  at 
on  the  28th,  at  Cottonwood  Springs,  received  orders  to 
Fort  Kearney,  thence  to  go  to  Fort  Leavenworth  for  mus- 
This  was  no  unwelcome  order,  and  the  battalion,  moving 
rity,  reported  at  Fort  Kearney  on  the  1st  of  September. 
;  best  of  the  horses  were  turned  in,  and  on  the  8th  the 
3  resumed  for  Fort  Leavenworth,  the  dismounted  men 
sported  in  wagons.    The  mounted  men  reached  that  post 
>th,  the  wagons  coming  in  live  days  later,  and  the  gov- 
roperty  pertaining  to  the  command  was  surrendered,  the  - 
rs  were  made,  and  the  battalion  was  mustered  out  of 
1  States  service  on  the  28th  setting  out  the  next  day  for 
The  homeward  journey  was  by  way  of  Chicago  and  De- 
ic  Great  Western  Railroad,  by  which  the  command  passed 
lat  was  then  known  as  Canada  West— the  only  case,  it 
,  where  a  body  of  American  soldiers  entered  the  British 
*  in  connection  with  the  war.    Boston  was  reached  on 
October,  and  three  days  later  the  men  were  paid  oft*  and 
from  Gallop's  Island,  having  been  in  service  more  than 
from  the  time  of  muster  in  of  the  Forty-first  Regiment, 
t  time  the  regiment  had  traveled  15,000  miles  and  taken 
•e  than  oU  engagements. 
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ins.  The  regiment  marched  on  the  26th  of  December  to  the  railway 
station  where  it  took  a  train  for  Harper's  Ferry,  escorting  a  quantity 
of  artillery,  and  from  the  Ferry  marched  through  deep  snow  and  mud 
and  intense  cold,  making  a  terribly  trying  journey,  to  Remount 
Camp  in  Pleasant  Valley,  Md.,  where  it  arrived  on  the  28th  and 
again  began  the  work  of  preparing  winter  quarters.  When  these 
were  completed  the  regiment  was  comfortably  settled  and  remained 
so  till  the  middle  of  February,  1865,  when  the  horses  for  remount- 
ing arrived,  and  within  a  few  days  a  cavalry  organization  was  re- 
sumed. Among  other  equipments  a  fine  set  of  Massachusetts  colors 
were  received,  marked  with  the  battles  of  the  regiment. 

The  movements  of  the  spring  campaign,  so  far  as  the  Third  Mas- 
sachusetts Cavalry  were  concerned,  began  on  the  24th  of  February, 
when  they  marched  for  Duffield  Station,  Va.,  remained  on  duty 
there  for  a  few  days  and  then  proceeded  to  Winchester,  where  they 
reported  to  General  Chapman  on  the  1st  of  March  and  encamped  at 
Camp  Averell  near  the  town,  till  the  20th  of  April,  sending  out  many 
parties  on  scouting  expeditions.  On  the  12th  of  March  Colonel 
Sargent  resigned  on  account  of  disability,  the  command  being  taken 
two  weeks  later  bv  Colonel  Burr  Porter,  formerly  of  the  Fortieth 
Massachusetts  Regiment.  On  the  20th  of  April  the  Third  marched 
toward  Washington,  via  JefTersonville,  Harper's  Ferry  and  Frederick 
City,  encamping  at  Falls  Church  on  the  22d. 

While  the  regiment  remained  in  camp  there  further  changes  in 
its  composition  occurred.  About  the  close  of  the  previous  year  the 
three  original  Independent  Companies  had  finished  their  term  of 
enlistment  and  been  mustered  out,  and  their  place  had  been  taken 
by  two  companies  of  one-year  troops  formed  from  the  surplus  en- 
listments for  the  battalion  of  Frontier  Cavalry  raised  in  Massachu- 
setts about  that  time.  On  the  20th  of  May  the  original  members 
of  the  Forty-first  Regiment  were  ordered  mustered  out  and  left  for 
home.  The  regiment  joined  Sheridan's  Cavalry  Corps  at  Bladens- 
burg  two  days  later,  took  part  in  the  grand  review  at  Washington 
on  the  23d,  and  on  the  29th  marched  by  way  of  Alexandria  to 
Cloud's  Mills.  There  it  remained  till  the  14th  of  June,  when  camp 
was  broken  under  orders  for  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Going  by  way  of  Par- 
kersburg  and  Cincinnati,  the  regiment  reached  its  destination  on 
the  20th,  but  the  day  following  took  steamer  for  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Kan.,  where  it  encamped  on  the  2">th.    The  horses  were  soon  after 
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iy  E— Captain,  Frederick  II.  Rand  of  Boston;  first  lieuten- 
x  W.  Goodnow  of  Haverhill;  second  lieutenant,  John  H. 
Watertown. 

iy  F — Captain,  Joseph  I.  Baker  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant, 
•lan  of  Concord;  second  lieutenant,  Ammi  R.  Mitchell  of 

y  G — Captain,  Edward  T.  Bouve;  first  lieutenant,  John  A. 
f  Lowell;  second  lieutenant,  11.  Walworth  Smith  of  North- 

y  H— Captain,  Albert  F.  Ray  of  Haverhill;  first  lieutenant, 
ler  of  Salem;  second  lieutenant,  William  N.  Percv  of  San 
Cal. 

y  I — Captain,  Lucius  Richmond  of  North  Bridgewater;  first 
Charles  V.  Holt  of  Cambridge;  second  lieutenant,  Henry 
?  of  Springfield. 

/  K — Captain,  James  II.  Case  of  Bridgewater;  first  lieu  ten- 
es  0.  Phillips  of  Deertield:  second  lieutenant,  Sheldon 
.,  of  Great  Barrington. 

'  L— Captain,  Moses  F.  Webster  of  Boston:  first  lieutenant, 
axter  of  Waltham  (died  as  second  lieutenant  at  Williams- 
October  14,  1864,  not  having  been  mustered);  second  lieu- 
3ph  H.  Lathrop  of  Dedham. 

M — Captain,  Lucius  II .  Morrill  of  Xew  Bedford;  first 
Thomas  Miles  of  Waltham;  second  lieutenant,  William  T. 
!W  Bedford. 

companies  of  the  Second  Battalion,  Major  Keith,  sailed 
of  March  by  the  transport  steamer  Western  Metropolis 
Jcad,  S.  C,  reaching  there  on  the  1st  of  April.    On  the 
ic  steamer  left  Boston  with  the  remainder  of  the  regi. 
Third  Battalion  under  Major  Cabot  and  150  recruits  for 
t  Battalion.    On  reaching  Hilton  Head  the  Third  Bat- 
rdered  to  return  to  Fortress  Monroe  and  report  to  Oen- 
which  was  done,  the  command  encamping  at  Newport 
od  of  May.    Five  days  later  the  First  Battalion  arrived 
th  and  debarked  at  Bermuda  Hundred  under  command 
Richmond.    It  was  immediately  put  into  service  in  the 
>f  the  Army  of  the  James  from  the  iUh  to  the  16th  of 
with  the  disastrous  battle  of  Drewrv's  Bluff,  the  bat- 
•  but  two  men  wounded  during  the  week.    From  the 
:h  of  June  the  battalion  took  part  in  the  cavalry  opera- 
Petersburg,  having  one  killed  and  two  wounded. 
Battalion  moved  from  Newport  News  to  City  Point, 
L^M  of*  May,  and  the  regimental  head-quarters  were 
t  the  latter  place,  Companies  E  and  H  being  detailed 
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TIIE  Fourth  Regiment  of  Cavalry  was  organized  as  such  in 
accordance  with  orders  from  the  War  Department,  dated 
February  12,  1804,  consolidating  the  Independent  Battalion 
of  Massachusetts  Cavalry  then  in  South  Carolina  under  General 
Gilmore  with  the  First  Veteran  Battalion  then  being  formed  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. Lieutenant  Colonel  Arnold  A.  Rand,  formerly  captain 
in  the  First  Cavalry  Regiment,  under  whom  the  battalion  was  being 
recruited,  was  made  colonel,  and  by  the  first  of  March  the  ditTer- 
ent  companies  or  squadrons  had  been  filled  and  mustered — the  First 
Battalion  beingstill  stationed  in  South  Carolina,  and  commanded  by 
Major  Stevens.    The  original  roster  of  officers  follows: — 

Colonel,  Arnold  A.  Rand  of  Boston  ;  lieutenant  colonel.  Francis 
Washburn  of  Lancaster;  majors,  Atlierton  H.  Stevens  of  Cambridge, 
David  B.  Keith  of  Boston  and  Louis  Cabot  of  Brookline;  surgeon, 
Frederick  \V.  Mercer  of  Boston;  assistant  surgeons,  Edward  Russell 
of  Quiney  and  John  H.  McGregor  of  Need  ham;  chaplain.  Albert  Z. 
Gray  of  New  York  City;  quartermasters,  John  D.  B.  Goddard  of  Bos- 
ton, Preserved  Bullock  of  New  Bedford  and  Benjamin  Thomas  of 
Hingham;  sergeant  major,  Leon  11.  Kendrick  of  Lincoln:  quarter- 
master sergeant,  Warren  A.  Fuller  of  Worcester;  commissary  sergeant, 
Allen  F.  Belcher  of  Foxboro;  hospital  steward,  Henry  Viall  of  Paw- 
tucket;  chief  bugler,  Henry  T.  Daggett  of  South  Weymouth. 

Company  A — Captain.  Charles  A.  Keith  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant. 
Charles  K.  Thomas  of  Maiden:  second  lieutenant,  William  Chickering 
of  Dedham. 

Company  B — Captain,  George  It.  Jlurlbut:  first  lieuteuant,  Joseph 
C.  Brotherson,  both  of  New  Bedford;  second  lieutenant,  James  E. 
Mulligan  of  Boston. 

Company  C— Captain,  Edwin  B.  Staples  of  Blackstone;  first  lieu- 
tenant. Henry  G.  Dorr  of  Brookline;  second  lieutenant,  George  F. 
Davis  of  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Company  D — Captain,  Joseph  W.  Morton  of  Quincy:  first  lieuten- 
ant, John  L.  Perley  of  Newburyport;  second  lieutenant,  Edwin  R. 
Sterling  of  S  »n  Francisco,  Cal. 
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c  in  the  autumn,  and  remained  there  through  the  winter. 
I8O0,  they  took  part  in  various  slight  engagements  with 
{  during  an  expedition  through  the  central  part  of  South 
from  the  8th  to  the  20th  of  the  month.    The  detachment 
a  also  crossed  sabers  with  the  foe  on  the  4th  of  February 
a  Road,  but  no  casualties  of  note  were  sustained. 
Rand  resigned  on  the  3d  of  February,  as  Major  Cabot 
on  the  17th  of  January,  and  to  fill  the  vacancies  thus 
lieutenant  Colonel  Washburn  was  promoted  to  colonel, 
mk ins,  Jr.,  of  Chelsea  was  made  lieutenant  colonel,  Henry 
>f  Framingham  and  Captain  linker  were  commissioned 
Vt  the  opening  of  the  spring  campaign  two  companies 
at  the  head-quarters  of  the  Twenty-fourth  and  Twcnty- 
and  three  companies.  1,  L  and  M,  with  Colonel  Wash- 
at  the  head-quarters  of  (General  Ord,  commanding  the 
he  James.    Companies  F  and  II  with  the  Twenty-fifth 
;  the  first  troops  to  enter  Richmond  after  its  evacuation 
•rning  of  April  3,  and  their  guidons  were  hoisted  over 
o  lately  been  the  capitol  of  the  southern  confederacy, 
mained  for  Colonel  Washburn  and  his  three  companies 
the  crowning  glory  of  the  regiment  at  High  Bridge  on 
'his  force,  numbering  13  oflicers  and  b'7  men,  was  sent 
my  head-quarters  at  Burkesville  early  on  the  morning 
supported  by  two  small  infantry  regiments,  to  hold  High 
miles  distant,  over  which  it  was  feared  the  Confederate 
cross  the  Appomattox.    The  expedition  was  commanded 
irigadier  General  Theodore  Read  of  General  Ord's  staff, 
infantry  at  the  bridge,  which  was  reached  about  noon, 
Hished  on  some  two  miles  further,  till  they  met  a  superior 
nfederate  cavalry  with  artillery.    Falling  back  to  the 
nel  Washburn  found  the  infantry  there  already  attacked 
ry  advance  of  Lee's  army  under  Generals  Rosscr  and 
^e,  and  with  a  bravery  worthy  of  all  renown  the  gallant 
ed  battle  against  the  overwhelming  odds.   Twice  did  the 
ts  way  through  the  surrounding  hosts,  but  the  infantry 
2apc,  and  a  third  time  did  Colonel  Washburn  hurl  his 
nst  the  enveloping  lines.    During  the  struggle  which 
noble  officer  was  mortally  wounded;  General  Read  had 
md  eight  of  the  12  officers  of  the  Fourth  engaged  were 
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on  the  16th  of  June  for  duty  at  head-quarters  of  the  Eighteenth 
Corps.  Five  days  later  head-quarters  were  removed  to  Bermuda 
Hundred,  and  August  15  the  six  companies  remaining  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Colonel  Rand  were  attached  to  head-quarters 
of  the  Tenth  Army  Corps  at  Hatchers.  From  that  time  to  the  20th 
the  regiment  was  engaged  in  the  operations  north  of  the  James  river, 
covering  the  reerossingto  the  south  side  on  the  latter  date.  On  th<.- 
23d  Company  G  was  detached  for  duty  at  York  town,  and  on  the  24th 
the  remaining  companies  with  the  Tenth  Corps  occupied  the  position 
in  front  of  Petersburg  formerly  held  by  the  Eighteenth  Corps.  A 
week  later  Company  M  was  detailed  to  Harrison's  Landing.  Four 
companies  only  remained  at  head-quarters,  and  these  accompanied 
the  movements  to  the  north  of  the  James  from  September  28  tu 
October  5  and  again  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  October.  Earlv  in 
November  a  detachment  commanded  by  Captain  Richmond  made 
an  incursion  under  the  provost  marshal  of  the  Tenth  Corps  into 
Charles  City  and  Henrico  counties,  arresting  suspected  persons  and 
securing  horses  and  cattle. 

Meanwhile  the  Second  Battalion  remained  in  the  Department  of 
the  South  under  command  of  Major  Keith,  with  head  quarters  at 
Hilton  Head.  Two  companies  set  out  under  commaud  of  Captain 
Keith  on  the  22d  of  May  to  ascend  the  Ashepoo  river,  but  one  of 
the  transports  grounded  in  the  night  within  range  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  when  it  was  fired  and  abandoned,  the  expedition  return- 
ing to  camp  with  the  loss  of  74  horses.  A  smaller  detachment  took 
part  in  the  expedition  to  John's  Island  on  the  1st  of  July,  and  in 
the  various  skirmishes  there  from  the  2d  to  the  9th  lost  one  man 
killed  and  two  wounded.  Previous  to  this,  on  the  6th  of  June  two 
companies  under  Captain  Morton  had  sailed  for  Jacksonville,  Fla., 
going  into  camp  there  until  the  early  part  of  August,  when  thev 
took  part  in  the  expedition  to  Palatka.  In  the  skirmish  on  the  »>th 
and  the  engagement  at  Gainsville  on  the  17th  the  command  suflered 
a  loss  of  six  killed  and  50  taken  prisoners,  including  three  otficers. 
On  the  17th  of  October  Major  Keith  resigned  on  account  of  disabil- 
ity, and  the  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  promotion  of  Captain  Webster. 

To  complete  the  record  of  the  Second  Battalion,  it  may  be  said 
that  while  well  occupied  with  the  manifold  duties  pertaining  to 
cavalry,  it  was  not  heavily  engaged  in  action  after  the  battle  of 
Gainesville.    The  two  companies  at  Hilton  Head  encamped  at  De- 
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Fifth  Cavalry  Regiment,  c  omposed  of  colored  men,  was 
anized  during  the  autumn  of  1863  and  the  following  win- 
;  but  the  first  company.  A,  was  not  ready  for  muster  until 
January.  1864;  three  other  companies  were  mustered  on 
C  on  the  10th  of  February,  F  on  the  23d  ;  three  companies 

during  March,  and  two  in  April,  but  it  was  not  till  the 
*r  that  Company  M  \v;is  ready  for  the  mustering  officer, 
ay  the  First  Battalion  of  four  companies  under  Major 
;amp  en  route  to  Washington;  the  Second  Battalion  fol- 

day  under  command  of  Major  Adams,  and  the  Third 
Major  Bowditch,  on  the  8th.  The  organization  at  this 
tired  030  olhcers  and  men,  the  commissions  issued  being 

Henry  S.  Bussell  of  Boston;  majors,  Horace  N.  AVeld  of 
iibdiei  B.  Adams  of  California  and  Henry  V.  Bowditch  of 
geon,  George  S.  Osborne  of  Darners;  assistant  surgeons, 
alls  of  Melrose  and  Frederick  II.  Barker  of  East  Corinth, 
nt.  James  8.  Newell;  quartermaster.  Winsor  Hatch,  2d; 
jor,  Alfred  Froinan,all  of  Boston;  quartermaster  sergeant, 
3ii  of  Worcester:  commissary  sergeant,  W  illiam  H.  Jacobs 
irooklield  :  hospital  steward,  (ieorge  Whitzel  ;  principal 
'illiam  W.  Gardner,  both  of  Boston.  • 
A— Captain.  Albert  B.  Howe  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant, 
ipman  :   s«-eond  li.ut  mailt,  Henry  S.  Hinckley  of  Nurth- 

B— Captain,  Charles  C.  Parsons  of  (Cambridge;  first  lieu- 
les  E.  Allan  of  Louisville,  Ky. ;  second  lieutenant,  Charles 
>f  Concord. 

C — Captain.  Cyrus  E.  Emery  of  Boxbury;  first  lieuten- 
nderson  of  San  Francisco;  second  lieutenant,  George  B. 
»f  Box  bury. 

1) — Captain.  Horace  B.  Welch  of  San  Francisco;  first 
acob  B.  Cook;  second  lieutenant,  Kobert  M.  Higginson, 
on. 
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killed  or  wounded.  But  the  importance  of  the  delay  which  the  heroic 
sacrifice  had  secured  can  scarcely  be  overestimated;  it  had  enabled 
General  Sheridan  and  the  Sixth  Corps  to  fall  on  the  Confederate  rear 
guard  and  practically  destroy  it  at  Sailor's  Creek,  and  General  Oni  to 
bring  his  battalions  within  striking  distance  of  the  escaping  army. 

The  little  band  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry  had  been  almost  annihilated. 
Captains  William  T.  Hodges  and  John  D.  15.  Goddard  and  First 
Lieutenant  George  F.  Davis  were  killed  outright,  and  their  followers 
were  with  few  exceptions  killed,  wounded  or  captured  ;  but  the  sur- 
vivors knew  that  their  daring  had  much  to  do  with  the  final  sur- 
render of  Lee's  entire  army  less  than  three  days  later.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Jenkins  was  promoted  to  the  colonelcy  vacated  by  the  death 
of  Colonel  Washburn  on  the  22d,  and  the  various  detachments  of 
the  regiment  were  gathered  at  Richmond  after  the  close  of  hostili- 
ties, where  they  remained  on  duty  during  the  summer  and  autumn, 
being  mustered- out  of  the  national  service  on  the  14th  of  Novem- 
ber. Returning  to  Gallop's  Island,  Boston  Harbor,  the  regiment 
encamped  there  till  the  20th,  when  it  was  paid  oil'  and  discharged. 
In  addition  to  the  loss  of  officers  above  noted,  Lieutenant  Perley 
died  November  15,  1864. 
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der  Major  Wold  rejoined  the  main  body,  and  on  the  10th 
ent  returned  to  the  Third  Division,  Eighteenth  Corps,  he- 
art of  General  Wild's  Brigade.  Most  of  the  remainder 
mth  was  passed  in  picket  duty  on  the  north  side  of  the 
ox,  where  Hincks's  Division  relieved  troops  of  the  Tenth 
;  toward  the  close  of  the  month  the  regiment  was  assigned 

Point  Lookout,  Md.,  as  garrison  for  the  camp  of  Con- 
risoners  of  war  at  that  place.  Arriving  there  on  the  1st 
ie  regiment  remained  during  the  balance  of  the  year,  being 
;  under  command  of  Major  Weld.  Major  Adams  returned 
n  the  Kith  of  August:  Lieutenant  Colonel  Charles  F. 

Quincy,  having  been  commissioned  and  mustered,  ar- 
le  camp  on  the  8th  of  September  and  took  the  command, 

turned  over  to  Colonel  Russell  on  the  30th,  when  that 
)rted  for  duty,  and  the  regiment  for  the  first  time  had  its 
anient  of  field  officers  present. 

Russell  retained  the  command  till  the  14th  of  February, 
n  he  resigned.    Lieutenant  Colonel  Adams  and  Major 
promoted  to  colonel  and  lieutenant  colonel  respectively, 
n  Albeit  R.  Howe  was  made  junior  major.    With  this 
of  officers  tin;  regiment  took  the  field  for  the  closing  cam- 
ie  war,  and  were  on  duty  in  front  of  Petersburg  till  the 
stronghold,  and  subsequently  encamped  in  the  vicinity 
lie  in  June,  when  ordered  to  Texas.    Colonel  Adams, 
rated  by  sickness,  was  obliged  to  resign  August  1,  having 
for  some  time,  and  the  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  pro- 
lieutenant  Colonel  Samuel  K.  Chamberlain,  late  in  com- 
?  portion  of  the  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry  remaining 
till  that  time.    Colonel  Chamberlain  at  once  joined  his 
nd,  which  had  been  heavily  taxed  in  the  construction 
ons,  and  like  work,  and  was  suffering  severely  in  health, 
nterested  himself  in  the  welfare  of  his  men,  and  an  im- 
l  their  sanitary  condition  was  soon  apparent.    The  pros- 
mirations  with  the  French  troops  in  Mexico  having  dis- 
l;  regiment  was  finally  mustered  out  of  the  United  States 
e  olst  of  October,  1805,  and  set  out  for  Massachusetts, 
of  the  journey  by  steamer:  on  reaching  IJoston  it  went 
(Jallop's  Island  where  it  remained  till  late  in  Xovem- 
e  men  were  paid  and  discharged. 
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Company  E — Captain,  Charles  P.  Bowditch  of  Boston;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Edward  II.  Adams;  second  lieutenant,  George  A.  Fisher  of 
Cambridge. 

Company  F — Captain,  Francis  L.  Higginson  of  Boston;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Abner  F.  Mallory;  second  lieutenant,  Carter  W.  Whittemore 
of  Boston. 

Company  0 — Captain,  Hiram  E.  W.  Clark  of  New  Salem;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Edgar  M.  Blanch  of  Pennsylvania;  second  lieutenant,  Rienzi 
Loud . 

Company  H — First  lieutenant,  J.  Davenport  Fisher  of  Boston: 
second  lieutenant,  George  A.  Rogers  of  Roxbury. 

Company  I— Captain,  Peter  J.  Rooney;  first  lieutenant,  Patrick  T. 
Jackson;  second  lieutenant,  John  G.  S.  White,  all  of  Boston. 

Company  K  —  Captain,  Erik  Wulff  of  Boston;  first  lieutenant, 
Cieorge  D.  Odell;  second  lieutenant,  Abram  O.  Swain  of  Boston. 

Company  L — Captain,  James  L.  Wheat  of  Roxbury;  first  lieutenant. 
Francis  L.  Oilman  of  New  Bedford;  second  lieutenant,  Curt  Gurds- 
dorff  of  San  Francisco. 

Company  M— Captain,  Cornelius  Kaler  of  Bradford;  first  lien  ten- 
ant, Ceorge  F.  Wilson;  second  lieutenant,  Robert  M.  Parker,  both  of 
San  Francisco. 

The  various  battalions  as  they  reached  Washington  reported  at 
Camp  Casey,  near  Fort  Albany,  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac, 
some  two  miles  from  Long  Bridge,  Colonel  Russell  being  placed  in 
command  of  a  provisional  brigade  of  colored  troops  assembling 
there  for  instruction  and  discipline.  The  Third  Battalion  had  been 
in  camp  only  two  days,  however,  when  the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
report  to  General  Butler  at  Fortress  Monroe,  reaching  City  Point 
on  the  l(3th  of  May,  where  the  regiment  formed  part  of  the  Third 
Division,  Eighteenth  Corps.  Being  armed  as  infantry,  the  com- 
mand was  indust  riously  drilled  in  that  branch  of  tactics,  performing 
guard  and  picket  duty  meantime,  and  taking  part  in  various  expedi- 
tions. These  were  without  serious  engagement  or  loss  till  the  loth 
of  June,  when  the  division,  under  command  of  General  E.  W. 
Hincks,  moved  toward  Petersburg  and  the  battle  of  Baylors  Farm 
was  fought.  This  was  the  only  conflict  in  which  the  Fifth  took  an 
active  part,  and  its  loss  was  not  severe,  being  three  killed  and  19 
wounded, — but  among  the  latter  were  Colonel  Russell  and  Major 
Adams,  leaving  the  regiment  under  command  of  Major  Bowditch. 

During  the  latter  portion  of  the  15th  the  command  was  in  sup- 
port of  a  battery,  and  the  following  day  was  held  in  reserve.  It 
then  crossed  the  Appomattox  to  Point  of  Rocks  and  was  temporarily 
assigned  to  the  Tenth  Corps,  where  the  detachment  which  had  been 
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First  Battery,  as  it  afterward  became  known,  was  at  the 
ning  of  the  war  a  militia  organization,  called  the  Boston 
ht  Artillery,  or  Cook's  Battery.    As  such  it  had  the  honor 
be  only  artillery  command  sent  from  Massachusetts  for 
ths'  service.    The  original  call  did  not  contemplate  a  bat- 
the  Commonwealth,  but  when  tidings  of  the  assault  on 
Regiment  in  Baltimore  reached  Boston,  (Governor  Andrew 
tomplicd  with  the  request  of  General  Butler,  then  at  Phila- 
at  Major  Cook's  Battery  be  sent  forward.    It  was  mid- 
pril  19,  1801,  when  the  telegraph  brought  the  request; 
j  were  at  once  sent  to  communicate  the  tidings  to  the 
io  in  turn  hastened  to  rouse  the  sleeping  men.  Before 
ic  20th  everything  was  reported  in  readiness;  at  10 
t  evening  the  six  brass  six-pounder  guns,  with  ten  tuns 
tion  and  70  horses,  had  been  shipped  by  way  of  Worccs- 
nnmand  had  a  farewell  feast  at  the  Cornhill  Hotel, 
)  tbe  depot  sometime  after  midnight,  where  they  waited 
orning  of  the  21st,  when  they  departed  on  the  train 
;  Fifth  Regiment.    The  battery  was  oiheered,  as  follows, 
assachusetts  regulations : — 

i  M.  Cook  of  iSomcrville;  adjutant,  Frederick  A.  Heath; 
•r,  Thomas  J.  Foss;  surgeon,  John  1\  Ordway,  all  of  Bos- 
t  surgeon,  F.  Le  Baron  Monroe  of  Med  way;  first  lieutcn- 
?orter  of  North  Cambridge;  second  lieutenant,  William 
:y;  third  lieutenant,  Caleb  C.  E.  Mortimer;  fourth  lieu- 
rt  L.  Sawin,  all  of  Boston. 

was  reached  at  evening  of  the  following  day  and  the 
irded  the  steamer  De  Soto,  on  whieh  it;  sailed  for  Fort- 
arriving  there  at  noon  of  the  2:'d.    Tbe  battery  was 
ed  to  Annapolis,  where  it  debarked  the  following  day, 
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THE  First  Battalion  of  Frontier  Cavalry  was  recruited  during 
December,  186-i,  for  one  year,  and  consisted  of  five  companies. 
It  was  organized  to  operate  on  the  Canada  frontier,  across 
which  it  was  feared  predatory  incursions  might  be  made  by  the  large 
number  of  Confederates  and  their  sympathizers  who  had  gathered 
in  that  country.  The  companies  filled  rapidly — in  fact  when  the 
number  required  had  been  obtained  some  300  recruits  remained  at 
the  camp  in  Rcadville,  which  after  some  discussion  with  the  Wash- 
ington authorities  were  organized  into  companies  and  attached  to  the 
Third  Massachusetts  Cavalrv  Resriihent  in  the  field.  The  five  com- 
panics  of  the  Battalion  were  mustered  into  service  December  30, 
1864,  and  January  2, 1865,  the  officers  in  commission  at  that  time 
being  as  follows: — 

Major,  Burr  Porter  of  New  York  City;  captains,  Charles  E.  Riot 
of  Brighton.  Charles  AY.  C.  Khoades,  Frederick  II.  Rand  and  Horatio 
X.  Dallas  of  Bo.ston;  first  lieutenants,  William  F.  Rice  of  Brighton, 
Charles  B.  Loathe  of  Reading  and  Charles  G.  Cox  of  Boston;  second 
lieutenants.  William  H.  Jones  of  Roxburv,  Frank  W.  Havden  of  South 
Reading,  Albert  K.  Matthews  of  Milford,  Albert  H.  Tirrell  of  Bos- 
ton and  Charles  E.  Bowers  of  Concord. 

The  battalion  left  the  state  soon  after  being  mustered,  joining 
two  battalions  which  had  been  raised  in  New  York,  the  regiment 
thus  formed  being  known  as  the  Twenty -sixth  New  York  Cavalry. 
It  performed  the  duty  for  which  it  was  organized  till  the  close  of 
the  war  and  the  establishing  of  peace  put.  an  end  to  all  apprehension 
of  invasion  from  the  north,  being  mustered  out  June  30,  1866. 
Major  Porter  was  on  the  14th  of  March,  I860,  transferred  to  the 
Third  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  of  which  he  was  made  colonel. 
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scd  into  Virginia.  locating  near  Fairfax  Seminary.   There  it 
1  until  the  opening  of  the  Peninsular  campaign  the  follow- 
ig,  when  it  advanced  into  Virginia  under  General  McDowell 
>sc  First  Corps  the  division  formed  a  part.  About  the  middle 
the  division  was  ordered  to  the  York  river  to  co-operate 
neral  MeClellan,  but  a  landing  was  not  effected  till  after 
uation  of  Yorktown  by  the  Confederates,  when  the  battery 
ashore  at  West  Point  and  went  into  position  for  its  first  ac- 
fire  being  delivered  with  admirable  precision  and  coolness, 
ittery  remained  a  part  of  Franklin's  Division  and  shared 
vements  until  the  organization  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  when 
tached  to  the  First  Division  of  the  new  command,  with 
Jtory  it  was  thenceforth  identified.    During  the  Peninsular 
i  it  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Mechanicsville,  Gaines  Mills, 
Y\t\  Cross  Roads  and  Malvern  Hill  but  fortunately  without 
8;  it  had  two  men  killed  at  the  Cross  Roads,  and  at  Gaines 
>  or  three  were  wounded,  and  as  many  captured.  After 
of  Malvern  Hill,  the  company  went  into  camp  at  Harri- 
ding,  and  remained  there  until  the  Army  of  thr  Potomac 
1  northward  to  the  assistance  of  General  Pope.    As  the 
:s  of  the  battery  were  identical  with  those  of  the  Sixth 
y  need  not  be  specified,  further  than  to  say  that  the  com- 
in  action  at  Crampton's  Pass  and  Rurkittsville.  but  with- 
it  was  not  actively  engaged  at  the  battle  of  Antietam, 
vard  encamped  for  some  weeks  near  Downsvillc,  Md. 
is  time  Captain  Porter  resigned,  Lieutenant  McCartney 
»ted  to  captain,  and  Lieutenant  Sleeper  was  commissioned 
the  Tenth  Massachusetts  Light  Battery,  the  second  Iieu- 
ing  promoted  to  first,  and  their  places  being  filled  by 
ssioning  of  Milbrey  Green  of  Roxburv  and  George  0. 
f  West  Roxburv. 

cry  shared  in  the  march  toward  Fredericksburg  during 
crossed  the  river  below  that  city  on  the  12th  of  Decem- 
lto  position  in  front  of  the  Bernard  Mansion  near  the  left 
m  lines,  and  was  heavily  engaged  during  the  fighting  of 
s  smooth  bore  guns  being  served  with  such  efficiency  as 
ommendation  on  the  field  from  General  Franklin  com- 
e  left  grand  division  of  the  army.  During  this  engage- 
mipany  was  attached  to  the  Second  Division  under  Gen- 
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being  quartered  in  the  Naval  School  building  till  the  4th  of  May.  It 
then  marched  to  Relay  House,  and  went  into  camp,  where  it  remained 
during  most  of  its  term  It  was  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  on  the  18th  by  Lieutenant  H.  S.  Putnam  of  the  regular  army, 
and  on  the  13th  of  June,  with  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment, 
was  ordered  to  Baltimore  for  duty  during  the  city  election.  That 
event  having  passed,  it  returned  to  Relay  House,  but  was  almost 
immediately  ordered  to  Camp  Clare  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  and 
on  the  30th  into  the  city  proper,  part  encamping  on  Monument 
Square  and  the  remainder  being  quartered  at  the  Custom  House. 

The  company  returned  to  Camp  Clare  on  the  10th  of  July  and 
passed  the  remainder  of  its  term  without  incident,  being  requested 
at  its  expiration  on  the  26th  by  General  Dix  to  remain  through  the 
month,  which  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  do.  The  command  was 
mustered  out  of  service  on  the  2d  of  August,  reaching  Boston  the 
next  day  and  being  welcomed  with  a  military  parade  and  a  speech 
from  Mayor  Wightman. 

THE  THREE— YEARS*  TERM. 

The  First  Battery  had  scarcely  returned  from  its  three-months' 
term  when  its  reorganization  for  three  years  was  begun.  Its  new- 
list  of  officers,  corresponding  to  the  requirements  of  the  United 
States  service,  were  commissioned  on  the  23d  of  August,  1861,  and 
four  days  later  the  command  rendezvoused  at  Camp  Cameron,  Cam- 
'  bridge.  The  first  muster-in  occurred  the  28th,  and  early  in  Septem- 
ber the  ranks  were  full,  though  it  was  not  till  the  3d  of  October  that 
it  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Washington.  It  at  once  set  forth 
with  loO  men,  125  horses,  two  rilled  and  two  smooth  six-pounders 
and  two  12-pound  liowitzers,  with  complete  equipment.  At  Wash- 
ington, however,  the  six-pounders  were  exchanged  for  ten-pounder 
Parrott  guns.    The  roster  of  officers  was  as  follows:— 

Captain,  Josiah  Porter  of  Cambridge  ;  first  lieutenants,  William 
H.  McCartney  and  Jacob  Henry  Sleeper;  second  lieutenants.  Jarob 
Federhen  and" Robert  L.  Sawin;  sergeant  major.  Joseph  \Y.  B.  Wright: 
quartermaster  sergeant,  Johu  B.  McCartney,  all  of  Boston. 

On  reaching  Washington  the  battery  was  assigned  to  Camp  Dun- 
can on  Capitol  Hill,  remaining  there  till  after  the  general  review  of 
cavalry  and  artillery  a  few  weeks  later,  in  which  the  command  won 
especial  commendation.    It  then  joined  General  Franklin's  Division 
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Station,  and  went  into  winter  quarters.    During  the  year 
change  in  officers  came  from  the  resignation  of  Lieutenant 
g  on  the  lOth  of  July,  and  the  promotion  of  First  Sergeant 
W.  French  of  Boston. 

ng  of  moment  in  the  history  of  the  First  occurred  during 
ter;  33  of  its  members  re-enlisted  for  an  additional  term 
•  years,  receiving  the  usual  furlough  of  30  days,  and  on  the 
February,  1864,  the  company,  with  its  corps,  joined  in  a 
nt  to  Madison  Court  House  in  support  of  a  cavalry  demon- 
under  General  Custer.    As  in  the  case  of  most  other  Union 
i,  it  was  not  engaged  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  but  at 
vania  Court  House  it  took  an  important  part.    It  was  within 
7  line  that  General  Sedgwick,  commanding  the  Sixth  Corps, 
?d  by  a  sharp-shooter  on  the  0th  of  May,  and  several  mem- 
he  company  were  wounded,  including  Lieutenant  Federhen. 
lose  of  the  struggle  at  Spottsyl vania  the  command  moved 
d  with  its  corps,  but  was  not  again  in  action  until  it  reached 
'boron  the  1st  of  June.    Its  location  there  was  on  the  Me- 
lle  road  where  it  remained  during  the  12  days  of  fighting, 
e  man  killed  and  live  wounded.    It  then  moved  to  Peters- 
re  on  the  17th  it  took  position  in  earthworks  which  had 
iured  from  the  enemy,  serving  there  and  in  that  vicinity 
9th  of  July.    The  Sixth  Corps  was  then  called  t(f  Wash- 
•  meet  the  threatened  attack  on  the  national  capital,  by 
ite  General  Early,  and  tin?  battery  accompanied  the  corps 
ions  marchings  and  countermarchings  until  the  10th  of 
r  when  it  took  part  in  the  battle  of  the  Opcquan,  losing 
ided.    During  the  next  three  days  it  was  active,  and  was 
'  engaged,  especially  at  the  battle  of  Fisher's  Hill  on  the 
e  it  lost  two  men  wounded  and  seven  horses  killed,  mak- 
l  of  ")")  animals  killed  during  the  campaign, 
terv  shared  in  the  subsequent  movements  of  the  corps  until 
October,  near  Staunton,  when  it  wheeled  out  of  line  and 
.vard  Massachusetts  for  muster  out,  its  term  of  service 
>ired.    Its  recruits  and  re-enlisted  men  were  temporarily 
I  to  Batterv  M.  Fifth  United  States  AHillerv,  one  of  them 
?d  at  Cedar  Creek,  on  the  10th  of  October.    These  re- 
)  subsequently  transferred  from  Battery  M  to  the  Ninth 
etts  1  lattery,  where  they  completed  their  term  of  service. 
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eral  Howe,  but  returned  to  its  own  division  in  time  to  assist  in  cover- 
ing the  recrossing  of  the  river  on  the  night  of  the  15th.  Its  loss 
in  horses  was  serious  and  its  equipment  was  considerably  damaged 
by  the  fire  to  which  it  was  exposed,  but  the  loss  in  men  was  not 
heavy,  two  being  wounded, — one  losing  a  leg,  the  other  an  arm. 

Following  the  battle,  the  battery  went  into  camp  near  White  Oak 
Church,  where  it  remained  until  the  opening  of  the  Chancellorsville 
*  '  campaign,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  days'  absence  on  the  "  Mud 
March"  of  January,  1863.  On  the  3d  of  May,  it  again  crossed  the 
Rappahannock  below  Fredericksburg,  and  took  position  near  the 
spot  occupied  at  the  previous  battle..  The  fighting  at  this  point  was 
almost  entirely  done  by  artillery,  although  at  one  time  during  the 
forenoon  an  attempt  was  made  by  a  Confederate  brigade  to  capture 
McCartney's  guns;  advancing  under  cover  of  the  embankments  of 
the  highway,  the  enemy  made  a  sudden  charge  upon  the  pieces. 
The  attack  was  sudden  and  energetic,  but  was  met  with  equal 
energy;  72  rounds  of  canister  were  fired  almost  point-blank,  and 
the  assaulting  lines  were  broken  and  driven  back  in  disorder  with- 
out the  assistance  of  the  infantry  supports.  During  the  afternoon 
the  division  moved  out  to  Salem  Church,  the  battery  taking  position 
near  the  plank  road,  where  it  rendered  efficient  service  during  the 
4th, recrossing  the  river  at  night  and  returning  to  the  old  camp;  it 
had  one  man  killed  in  the  action  of  the  3d,  and  a  few  wounded. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  the  command  once  more  crossed  the  Rap- 
pahannock at  Franklin's  Bridges,  resting  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river  for  some  eight  days  without  serious  engagement,  and  then 
joining  in  the  movement  to  Gettysburg,  at  which  time  the  artillery 
of  the  corps  had  been  organized  as  a  brigade,  under  command  of 
Colonel  C.  II.  Thompson,  so  remaining  during  the  subsequent  opera- 
tions. At  Gettysburg  the  Sixth  Corps  artillery  was  in  reserve  until 
the  great  attack  on  the  Union  center,  on  the  third  day,  when  Mc- 
Cartney's Battery  was  ordered  into  action ;  but  by  some  error  it 
first  went  to  the  left,  and  only  returned  to  the  point  where  it  was 
needed  in  time  to  lire  a  few  shots  at  the  retreating  Confederates. 
The  battery  shared  in  the  subsequent  movements  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  during  the  summer  and  autumn,  but  its  voice  was  not 
again  heard  on  the  field  of  battle  until  the  30th  of  November  dur- 
ing the  Mine  Run  campaign,  when  it  was  engaged  for  a  few  minutes 
near  Saunders  House,  after  which  it  returned  to  the  vicinity  of 
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?t  and  Worcester  Counties,  where  there  was  much  secession 
and  organization  of  forces  for  the  rebel  array  was  in  prog- 
U'ter  a  lew  days  spent  in  marching  through  these  counties, 
nun  joined  the  larger  body  under  General  Lockwood  at 
n,  Md.    General  Dix,  in  command  of  the  department  with 
li  ters  at  Baltimore,  had  on  the  13th  of  the  month  issued  a 
atiun  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  Eastern  Shore  counties 
nia— Aceomac  and  Northampton — exhorting  them  to  peace 
dry,  and  on  the  25th  General  Lockwood  began  his  march 
wtown,  moving  his  column  by  way  of  Drummondtown  and 
n  to  Eastville,  near  the  end  of  the  peninsula,  where  he  re- 
till  December  2.    Finding  that  the  Confederate  forces  had 
two  counties,  General  Lockwood  returned  to  Baltimore  and 
Battery  reoccupied  Camp  Andrew  after  an  absence  of  41 
i  purposes  of  the  expedition  having  been  fully  and  blood- 
jomplished.    On  the  18th  of  December  both  first  lieutenants 
ttery  resigned  to  accept  commissions  in  a  Maryland  battery ; 
id  lieutenants  were  advanced  to  their  places,  and  the  vacan- 
filled  by  the  commissioning  of  William  Marland  of  Andover 
eant  Warren  K..  Snow  of  Boston  as  second  lieutenants. 
•  organization  of  General  Butler's  expedition  against  New 
Nims's  Battery  was  made  a  portion  of  his  command;  it 
•red  on  the  25th  of  February,  18t>2,  to  Fortress  Monroe, 
here  next  day,  and  went  into  camp  at  Old  Point  Comfort, 
remained  until  the  19th  of  April.    Passage  was  then  taken 
sport  ship  for  New  Orleans,  the  voyage  occupying  32  days, 
riving  there  the  command  encamped  at  the  Pelican  Cotton 
['he  battery  was  assigned  to  General  Williams's  Brigade, 
b  Baton  Rouge,  for  which  place  it  sailed  on  the  31st  of  May, 
n  the  -d  of  June  and  encamping  there  until  the  19th.  It 
•ared  to  join  the  expedition  against  Aricksburg,  sailing  next 
and  landing  the  22d  at  Ellis's  CI  ills  assisted  to  drive  away 
force  threatening  the  transports  passing  up  the  river.  It 
■posite  Vicksburg  on  the  25th,  and  three  days  later  took 
d\\X  loss  in  the  bombardment  of  that  stronghold, 
ttery  returned  to  Baton  Rouge  on  the  26th  of  July,  and 
i  of  August  Lieutenant  Trull,  who  was  in  command,  owing 
icss  of  Captain  Nims,  was  ordered  to  prepare  for  action, 
3  was  imminent.    Of  the  140  members  of  the  command 
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HE  Second  Battery  was  organized  by  Major  Cobb,  an  artillery 


officer  of  the  militia,  and  was  the  first  light  battery  recruited 


1  in  the  state  for  three  years'  service,  its  enlistment  having 
begun  on  the  20th  of  April,  1861,  and  the  quota  being  filled  early  in 
the  following  month.  The  command,  then  known  as  44  Cobb's  Light 
Artillery,"  made  its  first  public  parade  June  17,  and  on  the  5th  of 
July  weut  into  Camp  Adams  at  Quincy.  It  was  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service  on  the  31st,  from  which  date  the  officers  were 
commissioned.  Major  Cobb  being  unable  to  accompany  the  organiza- 
tion to  the  field.  Captain  Nims,  also  an  experienced  artillery  officer, 
was  appointed  to  the  command,  the  roster  of  officers  being: — 

Captain.  Ormand  F.  Nims  of  Boston;  first  lieutenants,  John  W. 
Wolcott  of  Hoxbury  and  John  Bigelow  of  Brighton;  second  lieuten- 
ants, George  G.  Trull  of  Boston  and  Richard  B.  Hall  of  Chariest  own; 
quartermaster  sergeant,  Alden  X.  Norcross  of  Boston. 

The  Second  left  Quincy  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  of  August, 
reached  New  York  48  hours  later,  and  while  en  route  to  Washing- 
ton received  instructions  to  go  into  camp  at  Baltimore.  They  did 
so  on  the  12th,  taking  the  camp  on  Mount  Clare  occupied  by  Cook's 
Battery  during  its  three-months'  service,  which  was  re-christened 
Camp  Andrew,  in  honor  of  the  governor  of  Massachusetts.  Here 
they  remained  until  the  4th  of  November  without  incident,  save  that 
on  the  8th  of  October  the  loyal  citizens  of  Baltimore  presented 
them  with  a  flag,  which  was  duly  thrown  to  the  breeze  from  a  staff 
90  feet  in  hight  prepared  by  the  command. 

The  battery  embarked  from  the  Light-street  wharf,  with  the 
Fourth  Wisconsin  Regiment  and  a  company  of  cavalry  November 
4,  dropping  down  the  bay  to  Duckbill  Landing,  Somerset  County, 
Md.    There  the  little  expedition  landed  and  began  a  march  through 
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Brations  of  General  Banks's  column.    During  this  entire 
it,  which  lasted  until  the  12th  of  May,  when  Alexandria 
led  river  was  reached,  the  battery  was  continually  active, 
en  called  to  accompany  detached  parties.    The  column 
andria  on  the  17th,  by  way  of  Siuunsport  and  Bayou  Sara, 
)ry  taking  position  before  Port  Hudson  on  the  25th  and 
ire.    One  section  under  Lieutenant  Snow  which  had  been 
a  month  previous  joined  the  main  body  a  few  days  later, 
he  entire  siege  the  battery  was  represented  at  the  front  in 
lositions,  ever  rendering  good  service  and  without  serious 
en.    On  the  4th  of  July  it  fired  the  National  salute  with 
runs  tiaincd  on  the  enemv's  works:  six  davs  later,  the 
id  having  surrendered,  the  Second  marched  inside  the 
ons.  and  on  the  11th  set  out  for  Baton  Rouge, 
transport  was  taken  for  Donaldsonville,  in  which  vicinity 
?dcrates  were  making  serious  demonstrations,  and  where 
any  remained  for  two  weeks.    It  then  marched  to  Carroll- 
ed  there  for  a  week,  and  thence  continued  the  march  to 
tns,  where  it  was  quartered  at  the  Mississippi  Cotton  Press 
jth  of  August  to  the  17th  of  September.    First  Lieuten- 
laving  resigned  on  the  2'Jth  of  .July,  his  juniors  were  pro 
urn.  and  First  Sergeant  Joseph  K.  <  Jrecnleaf  of  Boston  was 
ned  junior  second  lieutenant.    Early  in  October  Second 
t  Russell  was  promoted  and  transferred  to  the  Sixth  Bat- 
ing a  vacancy  which  was  tilled  some  months  later  by  the 
aing  of  First  Sergeant  Lucian  A.  llodgdon  of  Somcrville. 
movement  toward  the  interior  of  Louisiana  began  on  the 
?ptember,  when  the  battery  crossed  the  Mississippi  to 
d  was  taken  to  Brashear  Citv,  crossing  the  bav  in  a  dav 
encamping  near  Berwick.    This  was  followed  a  week 
advance  to  Bisland,  and  early  in  October,  via  Franklin 
ia.    Vermilion  river  was  reached  on  the  9th,  where  the 
<.  part  in  a  brisk  engagement,  followed  on  the  loth  at 
)\v  Bayou  by  a  more  serious  one,  in  which  the  Second 
unds.    Two  or  three  days  later  the  vicinity  of  Opelousas 
1  and  a  halt  was  made,  the  company  being  assigned  to 
division  commanded  by  Ocneral  Lee.    On  the  1st  of 
;he  command  returned  to  Carrion  Crow  Bayou,  where 
halted  while  the  others  proceeded  to  Vermilion  river. 
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it  was  found  that  only  21  were  "  present  for  duty,"  all  the  remainder 
being  sick  in  hospitals.  A  detail  of  30  men  was  secured  from  the 
Ninth  Connecticut  Regiment  and  hastily  drilled,  so  that  next  morn- 
ing, when  the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge  opened,  the  six  guns  were 
manned.  The  position  of  the  battery  was  at  the  extreme  Uniou 
right,  and  throughout  the  battle  it  won  the  highest  commendation 
for  efficient  service.  Four  times  during  the  engagement  did  it 
change  position  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  fight,  on  each  occasion 
with  the  steadiness  of  veterans.  At  one  time  one  of  its  guns  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  all  of  its  horses  having  been  disabled, 
but  a  detachment  of  the  infantry  supports  brought  the  piece  off  by 
hand.    The  company  lost  four  men  wounded  and  one  captured. 

The  battery  left  Baton  Rouge  on  the  21st  of  August,  going  by 
transport  to  Carrollton,  whence  it  marched  to  New  Orleans  on  the 
24th,  encamping  first  on  the  Race  Course  but  changing  a  week  later 
to  Tivoli  Circle  where  it  remained  until  the  27th  of  December. 
While  there  Lieutenant  Trull  was  promoted  to  captain  of  the  Fourth 
Massachusetts  Battens  Second  Lieutenant  Marland  was  advanced 
to  first,  and  First  Sergeant  Edward  K.  Russell  of  Chelsea  was  com- 
missioned to  fill  the  vacant  second  lieutenancy.  General  Banks 
having  succeeded  General  Butler  in  command  of  the  Department 
of  the  Gulf,  the  troops  in  Louisiana  were  organized  as  the  Nine- 
teenth Army  Corps  of  four  divisions,  Xims's  Battery  being  assigned 
to  the  Fourth  Divison,  commanded  bv  General  Grover.  It  embarked 
for  Baton  Rouge  on  the  17th  of  December,  and  was  quartered  in 
the  barracks  at  that  place  through  the  winter,  and  there  being 
no  cavalry  attached  to  the  post,  its  members  frequently  acted  as 
videttes  and  scouts,  and  in  that  service  one  or  two  were  wounded. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  l^t>3,  its  division  joined  the  expedition 
toward  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson,  and  one  section  was  sent  within 
shelling  distance  of  the  Confederate  works,  throwing  forty  or  fifty 
shells  into  them.  The  battery  then  returned  leisurely,  reaching 
camp  on  the  20th.  A  week  of  inaction  followed,  and  on  the  27th 
the  command  was  transported  to  Donaldsonville,  whence  it  marched 
overland  to  Brashear  City,  the  trip  beginning  on  the  31st  and  end- 
ing on  the  9th  of  April.  It  embarked  on  the  11th  and  was  nans- 
ported  to  Porter's  Plantation,  where  it  landed  on  the  loth,  crossed 
Bayou  Tcche  in  connection  with  the  operations  against  Fort  Bis- 
land.  rejoining  the  main  body  soon  after,  and  sharing  in  the  subse- 
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fire  of  the  guns,  but  their  purpose  was  not  relinquished, 
i  attack  followed,  not  only  in  front,  but  from  the  flank, 
such  a  destructive  fire  was  poured  upon  the  battery  that  its 
became  untenable.    The  order  was  given  to  limber  to  the 
I  the  horses  were  attached  to  the  pieces,  but  before  the  guns 
}  moved,  17  of  the  18  horses  on  three  of  the  guns  were 
vn,  and  these  pieces  were  hastily  spiked  and  abandoned, 
ir  three  being  rescued,  took  up  a  new  position  in  the  rear 
nded  all  their  ammunition,  when,  the  Union  troops  being 
ut,  what  was  left  of  the  batter v  was  ordered  to  retire.  But 
e  avenue  of  retreat  was  choked  and  crowded  to  its  utmost 
and  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  move  the  guns;  they  were 
spiked  and  relinquished,  some  of  the  cannoneers  escaping 
r  their  horses  loose.    The  remnant  of  the  company  gathered 
mt  Hill  the  next  morning  and  were  assigned  to  duty  as 
the  ammunition  train.    The  loss  of  the  Second  in  the  bat- 
men very  severe;  one  man  was  killed  and  18  were  wounded, 
10m  were  made  prisoners,  together  with  seven  unwounded 
2utenant  Snow  was  wounded  and  captured,  and  Lieutenant 
;  wounded.    Besides  the  loss  of  the  guns  and  caissons,  82 
tery's  horses  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 
Ecore  was  reached  on  the  10th  where  the  Union  army 
its  scattered  battalions.    The  members  of  the  Second 
lout  eqipment  were  ordered  to  New  Orleans,  where  they 
the  20th,  and  were  quartered  at  a  cotton  press.    On  the 
iv  they  were  transported  to  Carrollton  where  an  outfit  of 
was  furnished  them  for  the  defenses  of  New  Orleans,  but 
of  June  these  were  transferred  to  the  Sixth  Massachu- 
ry,  and  early  in  July  the  Second  were  quartered  at  the 
bles,  being  equipped  with  four  three-inch  rifled  guns, 
rtation  was  taken  on  the  2d  of  September  for  Morganza, 
battery  encamped  for  the  winter.    The  monotony  of 
pmcnt  was  broken  by  various  long  and  tedious  scouting 
>,in  which  one  or  more  sections  took  part,  often  resulting 
less  severe  fighting,  though  the  command  sustained  no 
The  term  of  enlistment  of  the  original  members  cx- 
e  lb*th  of  August,  1S<>4,  and  they  were  discharged;  but 
number  having  re-enlisted,  in  addition  to  the  recruits  re- 
i  time  to  time,  the  organization  was  continued. 
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Two  days  later  the  section  at  the  Bayou,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Marland,  was  attacked  in  camp  by  a  strong  force  of  the  enemy,  wh.» 
were  within  short  range  before  the  guns  could  be  brought  into  action. 
A  desperate  fight  ensued,  in  which  the  Confederates  were  at  ti rst 
repulsed  and  the  guns  advanced  to  a  more  favorable  position,  but 
the  infantry  support  giving  way,  they  were  obliged  to  fall  back  and 
eventually,  the  pieces  being  almost  surrounded,  the  cannoneers 
fought  their  way  through  the  enemy  with  their  revolvers  and  brought 
off  the  guns  in  triumph,  victory  finally  resting  on  the  Union  arms. 
The  two  sections  were  brought  up  from  Vermilion  river  next  day, 
and  on  the  oth  the  entire  battery  returned  to  that  point  and  went 
into  camp,  remaining  with  the  exception  of  a  scouting  expedition 
until  the  16th,  when  it  inarched  to  New  Iberia  and  encamped. 

The  camp  was  changed  to  Franklin,  half  way  to  Brashear  City, 
during  the  early  part  of  January,  1864,  the  march  being  made  over 
roads  so  bad  that  it  required  more  than  three  days  to  travel  a  dis- 
tance of  23  miles.  Three  months  were  spent  there,  and  on  the 
18th  of  March  camp  was  broken  for  the  Red  river  campaign 
The  battery  accompanied  the  cavalry  advance,  which  required  long 
and  trying  marches,  frequently  30  to  40  miles  per  day,  one  section 
reaching  Alexandria  on  the  21st,  and  the  others  on  the  22d,  when 
a  few  days'  rest  was  had.  The  march  into  the  enemy's  country  be- 
gan on  the  28th,  skirmishing  commenced  a  day  or  two  later,  and 
from  that  time  there  was  only  active  duty  for  the  command ;  now 
here,  now  there,  in  the  front  or  on  the  flank,  it  was  galloping  in 
pursuit  of  the  retiring  foe,  and  again  fighting  stubbornly  when  a 
stand  was  made,  day  after  day  and  night  after  night. 

Pleasant  Hill  was  reached  about  noon  of  the  7th  of  April  when 
the  battery  was  immediately  ordered  to  the  front,  where  fi«rhtinjr 
was  going  on.  It  was  not  called  into  action  that  day,  however,  but 
on  the  8th,  in  the  battle  of  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  it  had  its  most  ter- 
rible experience.  Reporting  to  the  advance  early  in  the  morning, 
it  began  skirmishing,  which  continued  during  the  forenoon,  the  six 
pieces  being  finally  placed  in  position  across  the  road,  but  a  short 
distance  from  the  Union  skirmish  line.  The  location  proved  an  un- 
fortunate one.  About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  the  Confederates 
advanced  in  heavy  force,  and  charged  the  battery.  They  were 
driven  back  by  a  terrible  fire  of  canister  at  short  range,  but  only  to 
renew  the  attack.    Three  times  were  their  lines  broken  by  the  ad- 
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I  Third  Battery  of  Light  Artillery  was  recruited  at  Boston 
Dexter  H.  Follett,  who  was  made  its  first  captain,  under 
e  auspices  of  Senator  and  Colonel  Wilson  of  the  Twenty- 
legiment,  and  was  during  its  early  days  attached  to  his 
I.  It  went  into  camp  at  Lynnfield  September  5,  1861, 
ch  date  its  officers'  commissions  were  issued  and  the  men 
itered.    Its  officers  were: — 

i,  Dexter  H.  Follett  of  Boston;  first  lieutenants.  Augustus 
of  Boston  and  Caleb  C.  K.  Mortimer  of  Charlcstown;  second 
:s,  Valentine  M.  Dunn  of  Cliarlestown  and  William  W.  Snell- 
?ton;  sergeant  major.  Aaron  F.  Walcott  of  Boston;  qnarter- 
geant.  James  A.  Hill  of  Boston 

,ing  at  the  Lynnfield  rendezvous  till  October  7,  the  battery 
ip  and  proceeded  to  Boston,  whence  on  the  8th  it  accom- 
e  Twenty-second  Regiment  to  Washington  by  way  of 
\  Springfield  and  New  York,  reaching  the  national  capital 
li  and  being  temporarily  quartered  at  Camp  Duncan  on  Fast 
ill  in  that  city.    In  a  few  days,  however,  it  crossed  the 
o  H all's  Hill,  Va.,  where  it  was  attached  to  General  Por- 
ion  and  remained  during  the  winter,  six  Napoleon  guns 
ts  armament.    Captain  Follett  resigned  on  the  27th  of 
.  and  Lieutenant  Snelling  was  dismissed  by  sentence  of 
ial  December  20.    To  fill  these  vacancies,  the  captaincy 
ed  on  Lieutenant  Martin,  Lieutenants  Mortimer  and  Dunn 
advanced  one  grade,  and  the  second  lieutenancies  were 
ie  promotion  of  Sergeant  Philip  II.  Tyler  of  Charlestown 
mt  Major  Walcott. 

erv  took  part  in  the  advance  of  the  Armv  of  the  Potomac 
lia  on  the  10th  of  March,  18G2,  and  returned  with  the 
>s  to  the  vicinity  of  Alexandria  on  the  1  ">th,  whence  on 
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Lieutenant  Snow,  disabled  by  his  wounds  and  captivity,  was  dis- 
charged on  the  30th  of  November,  and  on  the  7th  of  January,  1865, 
Captain  Nims,  the  honored  commander,  resigned  his  commission. 
Lieutenant  Marland  was  promoted  to  the  vacancy,  the  other  lieu- 
tenants were  advanced  in  due  course,  the  second  lieutenancies  bcinz 
filled  by  the  promotions  of  First  Sergeant  Louis  W.  Swan  and  Ser- 
geant Jacob  M.  Ellis,  both  of  Boston. 

Under  orders  to  report  to  General  Steele  for  active  service  in  the 
field,  the  Second  took  transport  March  3,  and  on  the  5th  went  into 
camp  at  Greenville,  where  fresh  horses  were  received.  It  was 
ordered  to  New  Orleans  on  the  7th  and  sailed  next  day  for  Barran- 
cas, Fla.,  where  it  landed  on  the  10th  and  encamped  until  the  18th. 
It  then  took  up  the  march  toward  Mobile,  and  a  terrible  march  it 
proved,  through  the  woods  and  swamps  of  Florida.  Rain  fell  in- 
cessantly and  the  mud  was  unfathomable.  There  was  more  or  less 
fighting  along  the  way  where  it  was  possible  for  troops  to  fight,  and 
on  the  2d  of  April  the  tedious  march  ended  with  the  investment  of 
Fort  Blakcly,  commanding  the  approach  to  Mobile.  The  battery 
took  an  active  part  in  the  siege  operations  which  followed,  until  the 
surrender  of  the  fort  on  the  9th,  when  with  a  column  of  infant rv 
and  cavalry  it  set  out  on  an  expedition  toward  Claiborne,  Ala.  It 
fought  at  Daniels  Plantation  on  the  11th — its  last  serious  conflict. 

During  the  next  seven  weeks  the  command  marched  almost  con- 
stantly, until  the  horses  and  mules  were  completely  worn  out.  The 
men  in  fact  were  in  little  better  condition,  having  subsisted  for  some 
weeks  upon  very  insufficient  rations,  but  late  in  May  the  march  ended 
at  Columbus,  Miss.  The  men  were  then  sent  by  rail  to  Mobile,  and 
thence  by  water  to  Vicksburg  where  they  arrived  on  the  4th  of 
June,  having  traveled  over  1,000  miles  since  landing  in  Florida. 
During  this  experience  more  than  110  horses  and  mules  belonging 
to  the  battery  had  broken  down  and  been  killed  or  abandoned.  The 
company  encamped  at  Vicksburg  till  the  22d  of  July,  when  it  turned 
over  its  outfit  to  the  proper  United  States  officers  and  set  out  for 
home.  Boston  was  reached  on  the  4th  of  August,  the  men  encam|>- 
ing  on  Gallop's  Island  till  the  11th,  when  they  were  paid  and  dis- 
charged. Although  by  rare  good  fortune  this  battery  had  but  one 
man  killed  in  action  during  its  four  years'  service,  no  organization 
had  a  more  honorable  name  or  was  more  highly  regarded  by  the 
troops  with  which  it  was  associated  than"Nims'8  Battery." 
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i  of  the  Union  infantry  and  their  return,  suffering  no  loss; 
the  16th  of  October  one  section  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
joined  in  a  reconnaissance  across  the  river  to  near  Lees- 
a.,  where  the  command  went  into  action,  having  one  man 
d.    When  on  the  10th  of  November  General  McClellan  took 
f  the  army  lie  had  for  more  than  a  year  commanded,  the 
attery  (then  in  camp  at  Warrenton  )  fired  the  national  salute, 
id  the  following  day  when  General  Fitz  John  Porter  bade 
the  Fifth  Corps,  which  he  had  commanded  since  its  organi- 
On  the  24th  the  battery,  which  had  arrived  in  the  vicinity 
louth  six  days  before,  took  position  at  Stoneruan's  Switch 
up  permanent  quarters.    At  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg 
pany  did  not  cross  the  river  till  the  14th  of  December,  and 
he  night  of  the  next  day  returned  to  the  north  side  and  re- 
1  the  Stoneman's  Switch  quarters.    From  the  20th  to  the 
January,  1808,  it  took"  part  in  the  k'  Mud  March,"'  and  there- 
cained  in  camp  till  tin;  Chancidlorsville  campaign.  Some 
had  meantime  occurred  among  the  otticers.    First  Lieuten- 
m  and  Tyler  had  resigned—the  former  January  30,  1863, 
latter  October  11  previous.    The  vacancies  were  filled  by 
lotion  of  the  two  second  lieutenants  and  the  commissioning 
mts  William  H.  Follett  of  Quiney  and  Lewis  V '.  Osgood  of 
;>wn  as  second  lieutenants.    Lieutenant  Dunn  had  for  some 
;i  in  command  of  the  battery,  Captain  Martin  commanding 
on  artillery,  as  he  did  during  1*03  the  artillery  brigade  of 
Corps,  while  Lieutenant  AYalcott  commanded  the  battery. 
;  battle  of  Chaneellorsville  the  Third  were  not  activelv 
being  in  position  at  the  left  of  the  line  most  of  the  time, 
the  battle  returning  to  the  old  cam]).    This  was  finally 
n  the  20th  of  May.  when  the  command  moved  to  United 
rd  and  took  up  a  commanding  position,  remaining  there 
h  of  June  when  it  withdrew  and  went  into  camp  near  by, 
lorthward  with  its  corps  on  the  13th.    Reaching  (iettys- 
it  noon  of  July  2,  the  battery  was  in  reserve  till  the  latter 
ic  afternoon,  when  it  was  called  on  to  relieve  one  of  the 
rps  batteries  in  the  Peach  Orchard,  but  lindrng  another 
id  made  the  change  before  it  reached  the  spot  went  into 
h  Ayers's  Division  of  its  own  corps,  losing  two  men  killed 
ounded.    That  night  it  took  position  with  the  Vermont 
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the  21st  it  embarked  for  Fortress  Monroe.  Landing  at  that  strong, 
hold  on  the  24th,  it  went  into  camp  near  New  Market  Bridge,  anl 
on  t  he  27th  joined  with  two  brigades  of  infantry  in  a  reconnaissance 
to  Big  Bethel.  Camp  was  broken  on  the  4th  of  April  and  the  com- 
pany marched  toward  Yorktown,  in  front  of  which  it  arrived  the 
following  day  and  soon  after  noon  went  into  position  on  the  War- 
wick road  in  co-operation  with  Martindale's  Brigade,  one  half  of 
the  battery  under  Lieutenant  Dunn  being  stationed  a  thousand  yards 
to  the  left  of  the  other  half  under  Captain  Martin.  Both  portions 
were  sharply  engaged  with  the  Confederate  artillery,  the  loss  of  Lieu- 
tenant Dunn's  command  being  two  men  killed  and  three  wounded. 

The  next  engagement  of  the  company  was  at  the  battle  of  Hanover 
Court  House,  May  27,  the  battery  accompanying  General  Porter's 
command  on  its  movement  to  that  point,  where  Branch's  (Con- 
federate) Brigade  was  stationed.  In  the  battle  there  Lieutenant 
Dunn's  section  of  the  battery  was  engaged,  having  two  men  wounded, 
one  fatally.  The  section  did  good  service,  though  at  one  time,  owins 
to  the  falling  back  of  the  support  and  the  severe  musketry  fire  of 
the  enemy,  the  cannoneers  were  obliged  temporarily  to  retire  from 
the  guns.  At  the  battle  of  Mcchanicsville,  June  26,  the  battery  was 
in  reserve,  having  one  man  wounded,  and  the  following  day  at 
Gaines  Mill  all  the  guns  were  engaged,  being  posted  in  an  open  field 
between  the  divisions  of  Generals  Sykes  and  Morrell.  The  left  of 
the  line  being  broken,  the  battery  was  ordered  to  retire;  but  when 
almost  without  support  Captain  Martin  perceived  a  hostile  line  of 
battle  advancing  in  his  front,  into  which  he  poured  such  a  lire  of 
canister  as  to  break  a  portion  of  the  line.  He  then  retired  as  di- 
rected, though  obliged  to  abandon  three  cassions  of  which  the  horses 
had  been  disabled,  and  in  the  retreat  one  gun  was  lost  over  the  side 
of  a  bridge.  The  loss  of  the  command  was  Lieutenant  Mortimer 
fatally  wounded  and  two  men  wounded,  one  mortally.  The  batten- 
was  also  engaged  at  Malvern  Hill  on  the  1st  of  July,  but  sustaiucd 
no  loss.  The  vacancy  created  by  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Mortimer 
was  filled  by  the  promotion  of  Second  Lieutenant  Tyler,  and  of  Pri- 
vate Thomas  M.  Cargill  of  Roxbury  to  be  second  lieutenant. 

Through  the  remainder  of  the  year  the  battery  was  fortunate  in 
not  being  seriously  engaged,  though  accompanying  the  Fifth  Corjs 
in  all  its  movements.  On  the  20th  of  September  it  was  in  position 
on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac  near  Blackford's  Ford  to  cover  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  THIRD  BATTERY. 


801 


ading.    The  loss  of  the  battery  during  this  time  was  but  two 
lied,  so  well  wore  they  protected  from  the  enemy's  fire. 
1  the  14th  to  the  18th  the  command  rested  in  the  rear  of  the 
)g  lines,  during  which  time  Captain  Martin,  returning  to 
as  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  artillery  of  the  division, 
ird  accompanied  the  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  General 
:n  the  movement  of  the  18th  against  the  Weldon  Railroad, 
i  very  creditable  part  in  the  fighting  of  that  day  as  well  as 
9th  and  21st,  having  on  the  18th  one  killed  and  four  wounded, 
ed  the  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Battery  near  Globe  Tavern 
ft  of  the  Union  lines  on  tbe  23d,  and  remained  there  till  the 
its  active  service.    At  the  end  of  the  month  the  re-enlisted 
I  the  recruits  whose  time  had  not  expired  were  transferred 
ifth  Massachusetts  Battery,  while  the  Third  moved  to  City 
id  encamping  beside  the  Twenty-second  Regiment,  with 
had  entered  service,  prepared  to  return  to  Massachusetts, 
•king  on  the  mail  boat  John  Brooks,  September  5,  the  com- 
mbering  three  officers  and  8G  men,  sailed  to  Washington 
le  7th  took  cars  for  home,  reaching  Boston  on  the  9tli. 
reception  the  command  was  furloughed  for  a  week,  reas- 
on the  Common  on  the  l*.»th  and  being  formally  mustered 
5  service  by  Lieutenant  Britton  of  the  United  States  Army, 
iade  a  record  for  faithful  performance  of  duty  of  which 
might  well  be  proud. 
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Brigade  of  the  Sixth  Corps  at  the  left  of  Round  Top  and  remained 
there  until  the  close  of  the  battle.  The  Third  shared  the  marches 
of  its  corps  during  the  summer  and  autumn  but  was  not  in  action. 
At  Mine  Run  it  reported  successively  to  the  Sixth  and  First  Corps 
and  returned  to  its  own  on  the  way  to  camp,  with  no  other  loss  than 
the  capture  of  Lieutenant  Follett  and  one  enlisted  man  by  the  Con- 
federate cavalry  while  on  detached  duty  with  an  ordnance  train. 

The  winter  camp  of  the  company  was  near  Bealton  Station,  north 
of  the  Rappahannock,  where  it  remained  from  early  in  December 
till  the  1st  of  May,  1864.  During  March,  Lieutenant  Osgood  hav- 
ing been  commissioned  in  the  Sixteenth  Massachusetts  Battery,  his 
place  in  the  Third  was  filled  by  the  promotion  of  First  Sergeant 
George  E.  Hunt  of  Wilmington.  Camp  was  broken  the  first  day 
of  May  and  the  command  crossed  the  river,  advancing  to  Brandy 
Station  and  thence  to  Culpeper,  where  it  joined  the  Fifth  Corps  and 
moved  with  it  into  the  Wilderness  fight.  This  was  one  of  the  few 
batteries  engaged  in  that  peculiar  contest,  pioneers  making  an  open- 
ing for  it  in  the  woods  whence  without  loss  it  fired  upon  the  Con- 
federates whenever  they  could  be  seen.  On  the  8th  it  took  position 
at  Laurel  Hill,  a  part  of  the  Spottsylvania  field, and  remained  there 
five  days,  being  often  in  action,  having  nine  wounded,  including 
Captain  Martin  shot  through  the  neck,  two  mortally.  Lieutenant 
Walcott  was  in  command  during  the  absence  of  Captain  Martin 

On  the  13th  the  company  moved  to  the  Po  river  at  the  left  and 
afterward  to  other  parts  of  the  field,  but  was  not  closely  engaged. 
During  this  time,  in  obedience  to^he  order  reducing  all  the  batteries 
to  four  guns,  two  of  its  pieces  were  '* turned  in"  to  the  ordnance 
department.  The  North  Anna  river  was  crossed  on  the  23d  and 
the  battery  took  part  in  the  fighting  of  that  day,  having  Lieutenant 
Cargill  and  one  enlisted  man  wounded.  Its  next  action  was  at 
Shady  (J rove  Church  from  the  30th  of  May  to  the  3d  of  .June,  in 
which  time  two  men  and  13  horses  were  killed  and  one  man  was 
wounded.  The  Thin)  were  at  Cold  Harbor  from  the  oth  to  the  11th 
of  June,  but  sustained  no  loss.  Thev  were  likewise  fortunate  at 
Petersburg  from  the  18th  to  the  *J2d,  though  frequently  in  action. 
On  the  latter  date  they  advanced  to  a  new  position  within  o<»0  yards 
of  the  hostile  works,  and  remained  till  the  13th  of  August,  the  men 
occupying  bomb-proofs  when  not  engaged  at  the  guns  and  the  horses 
and  camp  belongings  being  well  to  the  rear  to  avoid  the  incessant 
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\nt  Taylor  responded.    The  troops,  consisting  of  four  com- 
i  infantry  on  three  small  steamers,  crossed  Lake  Pontchar- 
•  Pass  Manchag,  near  which,  after  a  brief  engagement,  the 
rates  abandoned  two  batteries  of  32-pounder  guns,  which 
ten  possession  of.    The  track  of  the  New  Orleans  and  Jaek- 
road  was  then  torn  up  in  that  vicinity,  after  which  the  steam- 
mded  the  Tangipaho  river  and  made  one  or  two  calls  at 
n  the  lake  coast,  but  without  important  results,  after  which 
ps  returned  to  camp  on  the  20th.    On  the  10th  of  July  the 
was  transported  by  steamer  to  Baton  Rouge,  reaching  there 
2th  and  changing  camp  two  or  three  times  previous  to  the 
August.    General  Thomas  Williams,  commanding  the  post, 
re  that  he  was  to  be  attacked  by  the  Confederates  under  Gen- 
ckinridge,  and  on  the  4th  made  his  dispositions  for  the  bat- 
c  howitzer  section  was  at  the  extreme  Union  left,  with  the 
he  buttery  in  the  cemetery  not  far  distant, 
ifter  the  battle  opened  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  the  bat- 
section  at  a  time,  was  moved  toward  the  right,  where  the 
hottest,  and  was  at  once  engaged,  losing  one  man  killed 
wounded,  as  well  as  sulVering  heavy  loss  in  horses.  The 
ere  presently  ordered  to  take  a  position  in  the  rear,  and 
'derates  having  been  repulsed,  were  not  further  engaged. 
?d  position  was  occupied  at  the  United  States  Arsenal 
till  the  21st,  when  Baton  Rouge  was  evacuated  by  the 
diers,  the  battery  going  by  steamer  to  Carrollton,  where 
h  it  occupied  Camp  Williams,  named  in  honor  of  the  victor 
cut  battle.    One  section  left  camp  on  the  5th  of  October 
to  Algiers,  and  on  the  28th,  as  the  encampment  proved 
althy,  the  rest  of  the  command  was  ordered  to  Fort  Pike, 
health  of  the  men  was  much  improved, 
changes  occurred  among  the  officers  about  this  time, 
tenant  Salla  was  dismissed  on  the  30th  of  July,  Captain 
esigned  from  the  20th  of  October,  and  January  31, 1863, 
'utenant  Davidson,  who  had  been  commissioned  first  licu- 
not  mustered,  did  likewise.   To  fill  these  vacancies  First 
George  G.  Trull  ot  Xims's  (Second)  Battery  was  cora- 
•aptain,  Second  Lieutenant  Taylor  was  advanced  to  the 
t  lieutenancy,  while  the  new  second  lieutenants  were 
>riggs  of  Salem,  promoted  from  first  sergeant,  and  John 
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THE  Fourth  Light  Battery  went  into  camp  at  Lowell  Septem- 
ber 23,  1861,  the  members  being  mustered  into  service  at 
various  times  during  the  two  following  months.  Captain 
Manning's  artillery  section  of  Salem  formed  the  nucleus,  and  that 
officer  was  commissioned  captain  dating  from  November  27,  the 
full  roster  comprising  :— 

Captain,  Charles  H.  Manning  of  Salem;  first  lieutenants,  Frederic 
W.  Bernhardt  and  Joseph  R.  Salla,  both  of  Boston:  second  lieuten- 
ants, Henry  Davidson  and  George  W.  Taylor;  quartermaster  sergeant, 
Benjamin  W.  Lander;  first  sergeant,  Joseph  B.  Briggs,  all  of  Salem. 

This  battery  formed  a  part  of  General  Butler's  New  Orleans  ex- 
pedition, and  on  the  20th  of  November  embarked  on  the  transport 
steamer  Constitution  for  Ship  Island,  the  rendezvous  of  his  com- 
mand. Debarking  there  on  the  3d  of  December,  it  was  assigned  to 
garrison  duty  at  Fort  Massachusetts,  an  earthwork  at  the  west  end 
of  the  island,  where  it  remained  till  the  expedition  was  ready  to  as- 
cend the  Mississippi.  It  embarked  on  the  transport  ship  North 
America  April  15,  1862,  remained  in  the  lower  Mississippi  during 
the  engagement  between  the  Union  fleet  and  Forts  Jackson  and  .St. 
Philip,  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  those  strongholds  and  amonc 
the  first  troops  to  enter  them  under  the  American  flag.  Directly 
after  the  occupation  of  New  Orleans  by  General  Butler  the  Fourth 
ascended  the  river,  debarking  at  the  city  on  the  2d  of  May.  and 
after  a  stop  of  three  days  proceeded  to  Carrollton,  landing  at  Camp 
Parapet  on  the  6th.  They  remained  at  that  point  till  the  middle 
of  June  waiting  for  the  summons  to  active  duty,  which  came  on 
the  15th  in  a  call  for  one  section  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Kimball  of  the  Twelfth  Maine  Regiment. 

The  armament  of  the  company  consisted  of  four  rifled  12-pounders 
and  two  howitzers,  and  a  section  of  the  former  under  command  of 
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icr  that  dav  with  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Xew 
egiment  to  Plains  Store ;  from  which  point  on  the  24th  it 
inied  General  Augur's  Division  to  the  front  and  was  placed 
n-field  on  the  right  of  the  Port  Hudson  road.  On  the  morn- 
be  27th,  when  the  general  assault  upon  the  works  was  to  be 
■i  took  a  position  on  the  right  center  and  was  actively  en- 
11  noon,  though  having  but  one  man  wounded,  when  it  was 
to  the  rear.  It  again  went  to  the  front  June  13,  being 
within  500  yards  of  the  enemy's  works,  remaining  in  action 
l,  when  it  withdrew,  one  piece  having  been  disabled.  It 
I  to  the  same  position  early  the  following  morning  and 
i  heavy  fire,  throwing  584  rounds  during  the  engagement, 
th  a  loss  of  onlv  one  man  wounded. 

light  the  Fourth  withdrew  to  the  rear,  and  were  not  again 
out,  though  sections  and  detach  incuts  took  part  in  several 
>ns  through  the  surrounding  country  while  the  siege  was  in 
On  the  10th  of  July,  Port  Hudson  having  surrendered, 
ry  was  attached  to  Colonel  Oooding's  Third  Brigade, Third 
and  returned  to  Baton  Bouge,  where  it  went  into  the  old 
ir  the  Penitentiary,  hut  tour  days  later  was  ordered  to 
nville  by  steamer.    The  command  re-embarked  August  4 
d  to  Port  Hudson,  reaching  that  place  the  following  day 
j  into  camp.    It  was  again  ordered  to  Baton  Rouge  on  the 
on  reaching  there,  two  days  later,  encamped  for  a  time 
Williams,  moving  later  to  Camp  Banks,  outside  the  city, 
i  the  19th  of  September  it  was  ordered  to  Brashear  City, 
sonville  was  reached  by  steamer  the  following  day  and  by 
dies  the  batterv  arrived  at  its  destination  on  the  afternoon 
\.  and  was  again  attached  to  the  Third  Division,  Nine- 
■ps.    The  march  up  the  Teche  began  on  the  od  of  October, 
>e  days  with  sonn-  skirmishing  on  the  last  brought  the 
Xew  Iberia.    Halting  there  till  the  Nth,  the  march  was 
he  enemv  being  confronted  next  dav  at  Vermilion  Bavou. 
nishing  ensued,  and  the  advance  from  that  point  was  slow, 
jlousas  was  not  reached  till  the  21st.     Kneaniping  there 
of  November  the  battery  began  its  return  inarch  with  the 
lting  next  day  near  Vermilion  Bayou.    It  took  part  in  the 
of  the  1 1th,  sustaining  no  loss,  and  on  the  10th  and  17th 
ick  to  New  Iberia,  encamping  near  the  Teche  river. 
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II.  Hapgood.  Lieutenant  Briggs  was  in  command  of  the  section  on 
duty  at  Algiers,  and  Lieutant  Taylor  of  those  at  Fort  Pike. 

From  the  latter  frequent  expeditions  were  sent  out  to  points  on 
Lake  Pontchartrain  and  up  the  rivers  and  hayous  leading  into  it. 
On  these  occasions  the  steamer  J.  M.  Brown  was  used,  her  armament 
of  four  guns  being  manned  by  the  members  of  the  battery.  Oc- 
casionally a  force  of  the  enemy  strong  enough  to  make  resistance 
was  encountered,  though  none  of  the  resulting  conflicts  were  of 
great  moment.  One  such  was  at  Bonfouca,  November  20.  when  an 
expedition  under  Captain  Darling  of  the  Thirty -first  Massachusetts 
was  attacked  while  loading  the  steamer  with  supplies.  One  of  the 
guns  was  sent  ashore  under  fire  and  directed  by  Lieutenant  Taylor 
opened  sharply  upon  the  hostile  cavalry,  assisted  by  the  infantry 
and  from  the  boat,  so  that  the  enemy  were  soon  driven  out  of  sight, 
the  loading  of  the  Brown  was  completed  and  the  expedition  returned 
triumphantly  to  camp,  none  of  the  Fourth  having  been  hurt.  On 
the  23d  of  December  another  excursion  to  the  same  locality  under 
the  same  officers  was  fired  upon  from  the  banks  near  Cousan's  in 
ascending  and  at  another  point  in  returning;  in  both  cases  the  as- 
sailants were  driven  away  by  the  fire  from  the  vessel,  though  one 
battery  man  was  badly  wounded,  as  was  Captain  Darling. 

While  the  main  portion  of  the  battery  was  having  these  experien- 
ces, Lieutenant  Briggs's  section  accompanied  General  WeitzeFs  Bri- 
gade in  its  expedition  through  the  La  Fourche  district,  landing  at 
Donaldsonville  about  the  25th  of  October,  and  after  a  sharp  fight 
at  Labadieville  meeting  little  serious  resistance.  The  purpose  being 
accomplished,  Lieutenant  Briggs's  command  encamped  at  Brashear 
City,  where  it  remained  till  January  28,  1863,  when  it  rejoined  the 
main  part  of  the  company,  which  had  just  been  ordered  to  New 
Orleans  and  was  encamped  at  Factor's  Press.  After  a  month  passed 
there,  the  Fourth  embarked  on  the  steamer  New  Brunswick,  land- 
ing at  Baton  Rouge  March  1  and  going  into  camp  at  Fort  Williams, 
being  attached  to  the  Third  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  Gen- 
eral Emory  commanding.  It  took  part  in  the  diversion  to  the  rear 
of  Port  Hudson,  March  13-20,  and  on  returning  encamped  at  Mag- 
nolia Grove,  moving  camp  April  7  to  grounds  near  the  Penitentiary 
where  it  had  before  been  encamped. 

The  battery  was  not  again  called  into  active  service  till  it  set  out 
to  take  part  in  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  leaving  camp  May  21,  and 
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the  force  moved  out  on  different  roads,  one  detachment  being 
in  by  Scott's  Confederate  cavalry  on  the  5th,  when  the  entire 
ad  returned  to  Morganza.  Several  expeditions  followed,  dur- 
month,  in  which  portions  of  the  Fourth  participated,  at  times 
igaged  with  the  enemy,  but  witliout  loss.  Passage  was  taken 
iteamer  Ohio  Belle  for  White  River,  Ark.,  November  10,  and 
at  point  the  command  went  by  the  Commercial  to  Duval Ts 
and  Prairie.  On  the  23d  orders  were  received  to  proceed 
mis,  Tenn.,  and  the  battery  at  once  embarked,  reaching  that 
;r  various  stops  and  transfers,  on  the  '28th.    On  the  2 1st 

mber  the  Fourth  with  the  Reserve  Corps,  commanded  by 
Lawler,  set  out  upon  an  expedition  which  occupied  ten 

ring  which  the  inarching  was  over  execrable  roads,  visiting 

Station,  Wolf  River  and  Oermantown,  returning  to  the 

he  last  day  of  the  year. 

ay  following,  January  1, 180.5.  the  battery  embarked  on  the 
Autocrat,  with  two  infantry  regiments,  and  on  the  4th 
New  Orleans.    Reporting  to  General  Can  by,  the  command 
?red  to  Rennerville,  La.,  where  it  debarked,  reporting  to 
Steele  for  orders,  and  went  into  eaiiip  with  instructions  to 
at  once  for  active  campaigning.    The  battery  embarked 
bi  nary  0  and  sailed  for  Dauphin  Island,  where  it  encamped 
3  from  Fort  Gaines,  being  attached  to  the  First  Division, 
th  Corps.     General  James  C.  Veatch  commanded  the 
ind  General  Gordon  Granger  the  corps.    On  the  17th  of 
e  battery  left  the  island,  crossing  to  the  main  land,  and 
once  the  movement  against  Mobile.    This  was  conducted 
t  dillieulty,  owing  to  the  absence  of  roads  and  many  other 
aires,  so  that  it  was  not  till  the  26th  that  line  of  battle 
xl.  though  skirmishing  had  been  going  on  for  a  few  days, 
(he  siege  of  Spanish  Fort,  seven  miles  east  of  Mobile,  began, 
<r  until  the  #th  of  April,  during  most  of  which  time  the 
■re  engaged  in  shelling  the  hostile  works,  but  suffering  little 
that  day  the  fort  was  carried  by  assault,  and  the  battery  with 
ps  at  once  set  out  for  Jilakely,  Ala.,  against  which  General 
operating.    A  i  ter  an  all-night  march  it  reached  the  scene 
t  once  ordered  into  position  on  the  left.    Fire  was  opened 
ick  and  at  4  the  works  were  carried  by  assault,  the  Fourth 
»attle  taking  charge  of  the  captured  cannon. 
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About  the  close  of  the  year  the  members  of  the  battery  almost 
without  exception  re-enlisted  and  were  mustered  as  veterans  on  the 
4th  of  Januarv,  1864.  The  vear  1863  had  witnessed  several  chants 
in  the  roster  of  officers.  First  Lieutenant  Reinhardt  had  resign^ 
on  the  18th  of  July,  and  Second  Lieutenant  Hapgood  followed  on 
the  15th  of  August.  The  promotion  of  Lieutenant  Briggs  to  the 
place  vacated  by  Reinhardt  made  way  for  the  commissioning  of  two 
second  lieutenants,  and  after  some  delay  First  Sergeant  Thomas  fl. 
Manning  of  Salem  and  Corporal  George  X.  Jenkins  of  Boston  were 
advanced.  On  tlfc  7th  of  January  the  battery  set  out  with  General 
G rover's  command  and  moved  to  Franklin,  resting  there  till  the  25th, 
when  the  march  was  continued  to  Xew  Orleans.  The  command  was 
quart-red  at  Apollo  Stables  from  the  time  of  reaching  the  city  till 
February  11,  when  the  arrangements  for  a  re-enlistment  furlough 
having  been  completed,  the  company  sailed  on  the  steamer  Karnak 
for  Xew  York,  reaching  Boston  on  the  21st.  After  the  30-day s  fur- 
lough, passage  was  taken  on  the  ocean  steamer  Liberty  from  Xew 
York  to  Xew  Orleans,  and  on  reaching  the  Crescent  city,  April  6,  the 
battery  took  quarters  in  the  Tobacco  Warehouse,  being  equipped  and 
drilling  as  infantry  till  the  last  of  June,  when  a  transfer  was  made  to 
the  Apollo  Stables  and  a  light  artillery  equipment  was  received. 

On  the  5th  of  September  it  embarked  on  the  steamer  Starlight 
and  went  to  Morganza,  some  20  miles  above  Port  Hudson,  reporting 
to  General  Lawler  and  going  into  camp  near  the  river.  In  this  loca- 
tion the  command  remained  till  the  16th,  when  it  started  on  an  ex- 
pedition into  the  country  to  the  westward,  reaching  the  Bayou  For- 
dousche  that  evening  and  guarding  the  bridge  across  it  during  the 
rest  of  the  night.  Next  morning  one  section  under  Lieutenant 
Manning  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  Atchafalaya  and  report  to 
the  commanding  officer  at  Morgan's  Ferry,  but  was  tired  upon  by  a 
detachment  of  the  enemy  before  reaching  the  river  and  a  skirmish 
ensued,  lasting  during  the  day,  the  Confederates  retreating  at  night. 
The  loss  of  the  battery  was  two  men  wounded.  Xext  day  the  t'ninn 
troops  retired  to  Morganza,  but  during  the  night  of  the  20th  advanced 
again  to  the  Atchafalaya,  fortified  several  points,  and  remained  for 
three  days,  when  having  collected  a  large  number  of  beef  cattle, 
the  expedition  returned  to  Morganza. 

Another  movement  began  on  the  3d  of  October,  when  the  battery 
with  other  troops  took  passage  by  steamer  Illinois  to  Bayou  Sara. 
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Fifth  Litrht  Battery  first  met  at  Camp  Schouler,  Lynn- 
i,  its  members  being  mustered  at  various  times  during 
tcmber,  October  and  November,  18t.il:  bat  on  the  14th  of 
was  ordered  to  Camp  Massasoit  at  Beadville.  The  com- 
it  first  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Allen,  who  received 
ssion  on  the  28th  of  September;  the  other  lieutenants 
□  issioned  on  the  8th  of  October,  but  the  matter  of  the 
was  not  settled  till  the  2od,  when  the  roster  was  com- 
ollows: — 

Max  EppendoHT  of  New  Bedford;  first  lieutenants,  George 
f  Maiden  and  .John  B.  Hyde-  nf  New  Bedford;  second  lien- 
bert  A.  Dillingham  of  New  Bedford  and  Charles  A.  Phillips 
piartcrmaster  sergeant,  Timothy  \\ .  Terry  of  New  Bedford. 

cry  remained  in  camp  at  Readvillc  till  the  2f>th  of  De- 
en  it  left  for  Washington,  its  armament  consisting  of 
ux-pounders  and  two  12-pounder  howitzers,  which  were 
winter  exchanged  for  three-inch  rifled  guns.  Washing- 
ched  on  the  27th,  quarters  being  provided  at  Camp  Dun- 
)itol  Hill,  the  name  being  afterward  changed  to  Camp 
'aptain  EppendorfT  resigned  on  the  2oth  of  January 
ic  captaincy  passed  to  Lieutenant  Allen,  the  other  lieu- 
liicing  in  order  and  the  vacancy  at  the  foot  being  filled 
lissioning  of  Sergeant  Henry  D.  Scott  of  New  Bedford, 
of  February  the  battery  mai\  bed  to  Hall's  Hill,  Va., 
gned  to  General  Fit/.  John  Porter's  Division.    It  re- 
imp  there  during  the  winter,  and  on  the  18th  of  March 
mp  California  near  Alexandria,  in  preparation  for  the 
ampaign.    It  embarked  on  the  21st  with  its  division 
it  Fortress  Monroe  three  days  later,  going  into  camp 
arket  Bridge,  where  it  awaited  the  gathering  of  the 
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Mobile  was  occupied  bv  the  Union  army  on  the  12th.  ami  the 
Fourth  Battery,  after  making  a  march  to  Bellrose,  was  transported 
to  the  captured  city  on  the  15th.  In  and  about  the  city  the  time 
was  passed  till  the  1st  of  July,  when  the  company  was  ordered  to 
Galveston,  Tex. 

Embarking  on  the  steamers  Welles  and  Trade  Wind,  the  com- 
mand reached  Galveston  the  oth  and  on  the  8th  set  out  for  Hous- 
ton, on  reaching  which  it  encamped  in  Lubbock's  Grove,  near 
Buffalo  Bayou,  a  mile  from  the  city.  While  there  the  battery  men 
and  ofliccrs  served  on  various  details,  some  of  which  required  long 
and  fatiguing  rides  through  the  country,  but  the  lips  of  the  guns  no 
more  gave  forth  the  roar  of  battle.  On  the  28th  of  September 
orders  were  received  to  turn  in  the  guns  and  other  property  bolong- 
ing  to  the  government  ,  and  on  the  1st  of  October  the  homo  ward 
journey  began.  It  led  by  way  of  Galveston  to  New  Orleans,  where 
a  stop  was  made  for  a  week.  Captain  Trull  at  that  time  resigned 
and  the  subsequent  journeying  of  the  battery  was  under  command 
of  Lieutenant  Taylor.  New  Orleans  was  left  by  means  of  th»* 
steamer  Guiding  Star  on  the  14th  of  October;  but  the  vessel  got 
aground  at  Southwest  Pass  and  could  not  be  floated  till  the  U*th. 
Three  or  four  days  later  a  heavy  storm  set  in,  becoming  a  gale  on 
the  24th  and  injuring  the  steamer  so  much  that  she  was  obliged  t  > 
put  in  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  on  the  26th.  The  trip  was  resumed  on 
the  30th,  and  New  York  was  reached  November  2,  where  passage 
was  taken  on  the  Commercial  to  Stonington,  Ct.,  and  thence  by  ears 
to  Boston.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  the  battery  brought  up  at 
the  rendezvous  on  Gallop's  Island,  and  on  the  10th  the  men  were 
mustered  out  by  Captain  Kroutinger  of  the  Second  United  States 
Infantry,  after  almost  four  years  of  service. 
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signed  from  that  date.  The  detachments  served  with  the 
ids  to  which  they  had  heen  assigned  for  two  months,  during 
le  Rhode  Island  battery  took  part  in  the  Second  Hull  Run 
ne  of  the  Massachusetts  men  being  wounded,  the  division 
ng  September  8  at  Upton's  Hill.  Four  days  later,  when 
sion  marched  northward  on  the  Antietam  campaign,  the 
ittery  was  ordered  to  draw  a  new  outfit,  going  into  camp 
ic  near  Fort  Corcoran. 

not  equipped  and  in  readiness  for  the  field  till  the  8th  of 
when  it  marched  to  rejoin  its  division,  then  in  camp  near 
irg,  where  it  arrived  two  days  later,  and  on  the  21st  was 

0  the  mouth  of  Antietam  Creek  to  cover  a  ford  of  the 
river.    Captain  Allen  resigned  on  the  17th  of  October, 

1  the  new  commissions  which  the  several  vacancies  called 
eon  issued  and  the  officers  mustered  the  list  was  as  follows: 
Charles  \.  Phillips;  first  lieutenants,  IJenry  I>.  Scott  and 
:  A.  Lull  of  Cambridge ;  second  lieutenants,  Peleg  W.  Blake 
Bedford  and  Joseph  E  Spear  of  Quincy. 

rst  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  then  commanded  by  General 
d,  left  Sharpsburg  the  iiUth  of  October,  being  joined  by 
•y,  and  marched  to  Berlin  the  following  day.  to  Harper's 
he  1st  of  November,  and  thence  with  the  corps  as  it  moved 
1,  encamping  on  the  9th  at  Warrenton,  when;  General 
took  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  General 
1  of  the  Fifth  Corps  and  General  Gritfm  of  the  First  Di vis- 
march  toward  Fredericksburg  was  resumed  on  the  17th, 
y  halting  on  the  19th  at  Ilartwood  Church,  but.  four  days 
jingcamp  to  obtain  a  bettor  location,  beside  the?  Fredericks- 
Act  juia  C'reek  Railroad,  about  half  way  from  Sfoneinan's 
Potomac  Creek.    The  location  was  near  that  of  the  Third 
u-tts  Battery  and  the  Eighteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment, 
tcupied  by  the  company  most  of  the  time  till  late  the  fol- 
ing. 

h  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  crossing  the 
e  ponton  bridge  at  the  lower  part  of  the  city  about  the 
the  afternoon  of  the  loth  of  December,  and  taking  posi- 
uitside  the  city,  beside  the  poor-house.  It  was  sharply 
.1  dark  and  under  a  heavy  lire,  but  lost  only  one  killed 
mnded.    During  that  night  it  bivouacked  in  the  city,  but 
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army  for  the  movement  against  Richmond.  It  was  still  attached 
to  General  Porters  command, — the  First  Division,  Third  Corps. 

The  battery  moved  forward  with  its  division  on  the  4th  of  April, 
opening  fire  upon  the  enemy  at  Howard's  Mills  and  driving  them 
from  their  works,  and  being  slierhtlv  en<ra<]red  next  dav  on  the  arrival 
before  Yorktown.  It  took  no  serious  part,  however,  in  the  siege 
which  followed,  remaining  at  Camp  Winlield  ISeott  till  the  evacua- 
tion, taking  its  share  in  the  picket  dut\.  After  the  abandonment 
of  Yorktown  the  battery  was  conveyed  by  transport  to  West  Point, 
whence  it  advanced  to  the  Chickahominy  with  the  division — now 
under  command  of  General  Morell,  General  Porter  being  in  com- 
mand of  the  Fifth  Corps,  a  new  organization  of  two  divisions,  one 
of  which  was  his  late  First  Division — and  took  part  in  the  other 
movements  of  the  corps,  including  the  one  to  Hanover  Court  House 
on  the  27th  of  May,  returning  two  days  later  to  the  camp  on  Gaines 
Farm,  where  it  remained  for  a  month,  taking  part  in  picket  duty 
and  being  frequently  under  fire,  but  meeting  no  loss.  At  the  battle 
of  Gaines  Mill,  June  27,  the  battery  was  attached  to  General  Butter- 
held  's  Brigade,  and  during  the  day  moved  to  various  points  on  the 
field  under  command  of  Lieutenant  John  B.  Hyde,  Captain  Allen 
being  absent.  About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  it  took  position 
on  a  hill  where  it  assisted  in  repulsing  several  advances  of  the  enemy, 
and  then  changed  location  to  serve  with  the  brigade  in  covering  the 
retreat  of  the  Union  army  across  the  Chickahominy.  This  it  did 
faithfully,  checking  the  pursuit  with  discharges  of  cannister,  but  iu 
withdrawing  could  only  bring  off  two  guns,  the  horses  of  the  others 
being  killed.  The  loss  in  men  was  two  killed  and  three  wounded, 
two  of  the  latter  with  two  unwounded  being  taken  prisoners. 

The  two  guns  which  had  been  saved  accompanied  the  corps  in 
the  retreat  to  Malvern  Hill,  and  there  on  the  1st  of  July  the  com- 
mand rendered  valuable  service,  first  at  the  left  and  afterward  at 
the  right,  in  repulsing  attacks,  the  two  pieces  firing  250  rounds. 
Two  men  were  wounded  durinir  the  battle.  On  the  12th  of  Julv. 
while  the  army  was  in  camp  at  Harrison's  Lauding,  the  Fifth  Bat- 
tery was  temporarily  dissolved,  owing  to  its  loss  of  horses  and  guns 
and  the  depletion  in  number  of  men;  25  men  were  attached  to  the 
Fourth  Rhode  Island  Battery,  while  the  officers  and  the  remainder 
of  the  men  were  assigned  to  the  Third  Massachusetts  Battery,  Cai* 
tain  Martin.    The  two  first  lieutenants,  Hyde  and  Dillingham.  how- 
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siirned  from  that  date.  The  detachments  served  with  the 
i<ls  to  which  they  had  been  assigned  for  two  months,  during 
ic  Rhode  Island  battery  took  part  in  the  Second  Bull  Run 
no  of  the  Massachusetts  men  being  wounded,  the  division 
ng  September  8  at  Upton's  II ill.  Four  days  later,  when 
sion  marched  northward  on  the  Antietam  campaign,  the 
tttery  was  ordered  to  draw  a  new  outfit,  going  into  camp 
e  near  Fort  Corcoran. 

not  equipped  and  in  readiness  for  the  field  till  the  8th  of 
when  it  marched  to  rejoin  its  division,  then  in  camp  near 
irg,  where  it  arrived  two  days  later,  and  on  the  21st  was 
»  the  mouth  of  Antietam  Creek  to  cover  a  ford  of  the 
river.  Captain  Allen  resigned  on  the  17th  of  October, 
i  the  new  commissions  which  the  several  vacancies  called 
eon  issued  and  the  officers  mustered  the  list  was  as  follows: 
Charles  A-  Phillips;  first  lieutenants,  Henry  I).  Scott  and 
;  A.  Lull  of  Cambridge ;  second  lieutenants,  Peleg  W.  Blake 
Jedford  and  Joseph  E.  Spear  of  Quincy. 
rst  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  then  commanded  by  General 
<1,  left  Sharpsburg  the  30th  of  October,  being  joined  by 
\  ,  and  marched  to  Berlin  the  following  day,  to  Harper's 
he  1st  of  November,  and  thence  with  the  corps  as  it  moved 
1,  encamping  on  the  9th  at  Warrenton,  where  General 
took  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  General 
1  of  the  Fifth  Corps  and  General  Griffin  of  the  First  Divis- 
march  toward  Fredericksburg  was  resumed  on  the  17th, 
v  halting  on  the  19th  at  Ilartwood  Church,  hut  four  days 
.ring  camp  to  obtain  a  better  location,  beside  the  Frederieks- 
Veijuia  Creek  Railroad,  about  half  way  from  Stoneman's 
Potomac  Creek.  The  location  was  near  that  of  the  Third 
•etts  Battery  and  the  Eighteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment, 
•copied  by  the  company  most  of  the  time  till  late  the  fol- 
ing. 

h  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  crossing  the 

0  ponton  bridge  at  the  lower  part  of  the  city  about  the 
flic  afternoon  of  the  l->th  of  December,  ami  taking  posi- 
nitside  the  city,  beside  the  poor-house.    It  was  sharply 

1  dark  and  under  a  heavy  fire,  but  lost  only  one  killed 
•  uncled.    During  that  night  it  bivouacked  in  the  city,  but 
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next  morning  returned  to  the  former  position  and  remained  there 
till  evening  of  the  loth,  when  it  recrossed  the  river  during  the  night 
and  returned  to  the  former  camp  on  the  railroad.  It  shared  in  the 
"Mud  March."  from  the  20th  to  the  24th  of  January,  18<i3.  after 
which  it  remained  in  camp  till  the  Chancel lorsville  movement  had 
resulted  in  the  establishing  of  General  Hooker's  lines  at  that  plan-, 
when  the  Fifth  with  some  of  the  other  batteries  of  the  corps  marched 
across  the  river  and  took  position  near  the  Chancellor  house  on  the 
1st  of  May.  The  corps  was  moved  to  the  left  next  day,  and  the 
battery  did  not  again  change  its  location  nor  was  it  engaged  till  the 
close  of  the  battle.  During  the  night  of  the  5th  it  recrossed  the 
river  and  returned  to  the  old  camp. 

Following  the  battle  of  Chancellorsvillc  the  disposition  of  the 
artillery  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  changed,  the  batteries 
attached  to  each  corps  being  reduced  in  numbers  and  organized  into 
a  brigade,  while  the  surplus  was  formed  into  five  brigades  known  as 
the  Reserve  Artillcrv,  ( leneral  Robert  0.  Tvler  commanding.  Under 
this  arrangement  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  became  one  of  the  bat- 
teries of  the  First  Volunteer  Brigade,  Lieutenant  Colonel  F.  Me- 
Gilverv  commanding.  The  other  batteries  of  the  brigade  were  the 
Fifteenth  New  York,  Independent  Battery  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 
Ninth  Massachusetts.  Camp  was  changed  to  White  Oak  Church  on 
the  27th,  and  on  the  13th  of  June  the  march  northward  was  beirnn. 
The  company  reached  Fairfax  Court  House  on  the  loth,  having  made 
but  two  short  stops  on  the  way,  and  remained  there  till  the  2oth. 
when  it  marched  by  way  of  Edwards  Ferry  and  Frederick  City  to 
Taney  town,  which  it  reached  on  the  30th. 

The  Artillery  Reserve  were  summoned  to  Gettysburg  on  the  2d 
of  July  and  reached  there  during  the  forenoon,  being  parked  a  mile 
or  more  cast  of  the  town  between  the  Baltimore  pike  and  the  Taney  - 
town  road.  Shortlv  before  Lon "•street's  attack  on  the  Union  left 
McGilvcry's  Brigade  was  ordered  into  position  to  the  left  of  the 
Third  Corps,  the  Fifth  being  placed  next  to  the  Ninth  Massachu- 
setts. The  attack  on  the  Third  Corps  was  desperately  resisted  by 
the  artillery,  but  the  ground  could  not  be  held  and  the  battery  was 
obliged  to  retire.  It  brought  off  all  its  guns,  though  one  of  them 
by  hand,  and  only  abandoned  one  caisson  owing  to  the  loss  of  horses. 
On  the  following  day  it  was  posted  in  the  line  of  the  Second  Corps 
and  assisted  in  repulsing  the  great  attack  by  the  Confederates.  Pur- 
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two  flays  the  battery  lost  seven  men  killed  and  died  of 
:  13  wore  wounded,  including  Lieutenant  Scott  shot  through 

while  direct ing  the  removal  of  the  gun  brought  off  by  hand, 
the  killed  and  three  of  the  wounded  belonged  to  the  Tenth 
•rk  Battery,  being  temporarily  attached  to  the  Fifth.  The 
id  lont  51*  horses,  and  fired  700  rounds  during  the  two  days, 
this  battle  the  battery  followed  the  fortunes  of  the  Army 

m  ml 

'otomac  in  its  marchings  during  the  remainder  of  the  sinn- 
tlie  autumn,  without  being  brought  into  action.    At  the 
.July.  First  Lieutenant  Lull  was  commissioned  in  the  Second 
rtillery  Regiment ;  Second  Lieutenant  Blake  was  promoted 
lieutenant,  the  junior  second  lieutenancy  being  tilled  by 
.Vppleton  of  Boston.    Soon  after  leaving  Gettysburg  the 
as  ordered  back  to  its  corps,  and  with  it  made  the  various 
nf  the  season,  finally  going  into  action  at,  Rappahannock 
•n  the  7th  of  November,  but  without  loss.    It  encamped 
i  near  Mountain  Creek,  south  of  the  Rappahannock,  oecupy- 
ters  constructed  by  a  Georgia  regiment  of  Confederates 
expected  to  pass  the  winter  there.    The  Mine  Run  cam- 
med on  the  20th,  when  the  battery  crossed  the  Rapidan  at 
Ford,  and  next  dav  on  the  Orange  Plank  road  engaged 
\  at  New  Hope  Church,  Lieutenant  Scott  being  wounded, 
d  various  positions  in  the  line  of  battle  during  the  time 
two  armies  confronted  each  other  across  Mine  Run,  and 
st  of  December  with  a  large  part  of  the  Army  of  the 
i rtillery  was  ordered  to  the  rear,  recrossing  the  Rapidan 
oi  d  and  a  few  days  later  going  into  winter  quarters  within 
v  orks  at  Rappahannock  Station. 

remained  till  the  opening  of  the  spring  campaign  of  1804. 
at  time  45  of  its  members  re-enlisted  for  an  additional 
rvice.    Lieutenant  Scott  was  commissioned  captain  of  the 

Massachusetts  Battery  and  the  other  lieutenants  being 
jne  grade,  First  Sergeant  Ilarrison  0.  Simonds  of  Boston 
Dted  to  junior  second  lieutenant.  The  battery  still  re- 
art  of  the  artillery  brigade  of  the  Fifth  Corps  commanded 

Charles  S.  Wainwright,  and  on  the  1st  of  May  left  its 
>r  Culpcper  Court  House,  where  the  corps  was  ordered  to 

It  crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Germania  Ford  on  the  4th, 
Jay  its  right  section  was  one  of  the  few  which  engaged 
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the  enemy  during  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  It  took  no  import- 
ant part  in  the  engagements  which  followed  till  the  12th,  when  ii 
was  placed  at  the  extreme  right  of  the  Union  line,  at  Corbin's 
bridge  over  the  Po  river,  and  had  a  sharp  duel  with  a  Confederate 
battery  in  its  front,  which  was  finally  driven  out  of  position,  the 
loss  to  the  Fifth  being  a  limber  exploded,  a  few  horses  killed  and 
three  men  wounded,  most  of  them  bv  the  fire  of  a  Union  batterv. 
A  few  days  later,  in  common  with  all  the  light  batteries  attached 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  it  was  reduced  from  six  guns  to  four, 
and  on  the  18th  was  again  in  action. 

It  moved  southward  with  the  corps  to  the  North  Anna,  and  took 
some  part  in  the  fighting  which  occurred  there  on  the  2^h,  acting 
with  Griffin's  Division.  Lieutenant  Appleton,  serving  on  the  staff 
of  Colonel  Wainwright,  was  severely  wounded.  Continuing  the 
movement  toward  Richmond,  Bethesda  Church  was  reached  on  the 
30th,  and  while  there  the  battery  was  attached  to  Griffin's  Division, 
with  which  it  served  till  the  close  of  July.  On  the  2d  and  3d  of 
June  the  Fifth  took  an  active  part  in  the  battle  of  Bethesda  Church, 
on  the  latter  day  advancing  with  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  division 
against  the  enemy's  works  and  driving  out  a  hostile  batterv  with  a 
heavy  fire  of  canister,  the  loss  to  the  Fifth  during  the  two  days 
being  two  men  killed  and  one  wounded.  The  battery  marched  to 
Cold  Harbor  June  f>,  and  two  days  later  to  the  Chickahominy,  where 
on  the  8th  three  men  were  killed  and  two  or  three  wounded  bv  a 
single  shell  fired  from  across  the  river.  The  command  was  not 
again  engaged  till  the  18th,  when  it  took  position  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg and  advanced  with  the  two  other  batteries  of  the  division 
against  the  hostile  works,  engaging  the  Confederate  artillery ;  but 
the  attack  was  not  successful  and  the  company  retired  with  the 
division,  having  suffered  the  loss  of  First  Lieutenant  Blake  and  one 
enlisted  man  killed  and  two  wounded. 

The  battery  moved  westward  to  the  Jerusalem  Plank  road  on  the 
21st,  encamping  there  till  the  29th  of  July,  when  the  preparations 
had  been  completed  for  the  explosion  of  uBurnside's  Mine."  It 
was  then  moved  back  to  Battery  VIII,  some  distance  to  the  right  of 
the  mine,  and  when  the  explosion  took  place  and  the  assault  was 
made  the  following  morning  it  joined  in  the  cannonade  of  the 
enemy's  line,  returning  to  camp  in  the  evening.  From  the  Gth  io 
the  loth  of  August  it  was  in  the  second  line  of  works  to  the  rear 
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rv  VIII,  being  relieved  by  the  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Bat- 
il  a  few  days  afterward  accom[>anied  the  Fifth  Cor}>B  in  its 
■nt  for  the  breaking  of  the  Weldon  Railroad  and  took  part 
.sing  the  attempt  of  the  Confederates  to  regain  possession 
!Ist.  Two  men  were  wounded  on  this  occasion  and  one  at 
k'  of  the  Crater. 

/nion  lines  having  been  firmly  established  to  include  the 
milroad,  the  battery  was  placed  in  position  on  the  Halifax 
ing  to  the  south,  and  remained  there  for  some  time.  Its 
were  augmented  on  the  30th  by  the  addition  of  those  mem- 
he  Third  Massachusetts  Battery  whose  term  of  service  had 
red,  that  organization  being  mustered  out  ;  and  on  the  3d 
er  30  members  of  the  Fifth  whose  enlistment  had  expired 
istercd  out  and  left  for  Massachusetts.  A  week  later  the 
J  was  stationed  in  Batteries  XXIV  and  XXV,  in  the  front 
orks  near  the  left,  and  when  n  >t  absent  on  expeditions  re- 
liere  most  of  the  time  till  the  close  of  the  year,  being  re- 
i  the  Ib'th  of  October  to  a  six-gun  battery.  It  was  absent 
forts  for  three  weeks  from  the  25th,  moving  to  Hatcher's 
the  27th  and  afterward  encamping  near  Yellow  Tavern  ; 
i  on  the  7th  of  December  it  accompanied  the  Fifth  Corps 
vement  to  the  vicinity  of  Jarrett's  Station  for  the  destruc- 
e  Weldon  Railroad  in  that  direction,  returning  on  the  12th. 
ith  of  Lieutenant  Blake,  the  discharge  of  Lieutenant  Apple- 
sability  and  of  Lieutenant  Spear  on  expiration  of  his  term 
lent,  caused  a  recast  of  the  roster  of  officers,  and  the  close 
\v  1864  found  the  lieutenants  as  follows:  First  lieuten- 
rison  O.  Simonds  of  Boston  and  Samuel  H.  Ilamblett  of 
•i-ond  lieutenants,  Mason  W.  Page  and  Charles  M.  Tripp, 
<ew  Bedford,  all  but  Hamblett  being  promotions  of  ser- 
the  company.  These  with  Captain  Phillips  served  till  the 
er  out  with  the  exception  of  Tripp,  who  was  discharged 
ity  a  few  weeks  earlier. 

terv  was  withdrawn  on  the  19th  of  December  from  the 
.1  been  occupying,  two  of  the  guns  being  placed  in  Battery 

the  others  in  Fort  Alexander  Hays,  while  tho  caissons 
;  with  the  members  of  the  command  not  engaged  at  the 

into  winter  quarters  at  the  rear  with  the  Fifth  Corps, 
•st  of  the  month  of  January  the  entire  force  was  relieved 
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and  in  camp,  but  on  the  28th  the  guns  were  returned  to  their  former 
positions  and  remained  till  the  llth  of  February.  18^5.  In  the 
mean  time  the  Fifth  Corps  had  moved  to  the  left  and  extended  ih* 
lines  to  II atelier's  Run,  and  on  the  28th  the  battery  moved  thither 
and  encamped  till  the  llth  of  March.  On  the  16th,  in  preparation 
for  the  active  movements  near  at  hand,  all  the  light  batteries  wcrv 
again  reduced  to  four  guns,  and  on  the  18th  the  command  return-  I 
to  Fort  Havs  for  the  last  time. 

At  the  final  assault  on  Petersburg  on  the  night  of  April  1  and 
the  following  morning,  Captain  Phillips  with  his  own  battery  an: 
three  others  from  the  Fifth  Corps  artillery  co-operated  with  tin-  as- 
sault made  by  the  Ninth  Corps.  In  addition  to  the  regular  battery 
work,  Lieutenant  Page  with  two  gun  detachments  was  detailed  to 
take  possession  of  Confederate  Battery  XXVII,  which  had  been  aban- 
doned by  Battery  B,  Sumter  Artillery  of  Georgia,  leaving  the  six 
12-pourider  guns  which  formed  its  armament.  These  were  worked 
by  the  brave  men  under  Lieutenant  Page  all  day,  though  exposed 
to  a  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  by  which  Page  ami  three  of  h;> 
little  band  were  wounded.  That  dav  saw  the  last  shots  fired  bv  the 
Fifth  Battery.  The  enemy  retreated  during  the  night  and  two  or 
three  days  later  the  battery  withdrew  to  City  Point,  where  it  was 
attached  to  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  Artillery  Reserve. 

After  a  month  in  camp  it  began  its  final  series  of  marches  on  the 
3d  of  May,  and  on  the  13th  encamped  in  the  defenses  of  Washing- 
ton, between  Forts  Reynolds  and  Barry.  This  camp  was  occupied 
till  the  4th  of  June,  when  the  command  started  for  Massachusetts, 
reaching  Readville  on  the  b*th.  It  was  mustered  out  on  the  12th, 
and  paid  and  discharged  on  the  24th. 
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!  Sixth  Light  Battery  was  recruited  at  Camp  Chase,  Lowell, 
ring  the  fall  and  winter  of  18til-ii,for  General  Butler's  ex- 
ditionary  corps.  The  enlisted  men  were  mustered  at  various 
ing  December  and  January  and  the  officers  were  commis- 
nuary  20, 18G2,  the  list  being  as  follows,  all  of  Boston: — 

,  Charles  Everett;  first  lieutenants,  William  W.  Carruth  and 
Phelps;  second  lieutenant?,  William  B.  Allyn  and  Frank 
artermaster  sergeant,  George  D.  Wyckoff. 

uoanv  left  Massachusetts  on  the  8th  of  February  aboard 
dalio,  and  landed  at  Ship  Island  Mic  8th  of  March.  It 
14")  men  and  was  armed  with  two  rifled  and  four  smooth- 
milder  guns.    While  encamped  at  Ship  Island,  a  section 
tain  Everett  accompanied  the  Ninth  Connecticut  Volun- 
oxi.  Miss.,  the  whole  under  command  of  Major  George  C. 
>btain  from  the  authorities  there  an  apology  for  previous 
l  flat;  of  truce.    The  batterv  embarked  on  the  steamer 
with  the  Twenty-sixth  and  Thirty-first  Massachusetts 
when  the  expedition  set  out  for  active  operations  against 
s.  and  on  landing  accompanied  General  Butler  to  the  St. 
(el,  where  his  head-quarters  were  established, 
ful  occupation  of  the  city  being  secured,  two  sections 
•red  there,  while  the  other  under  Lieutenant  Carruth 
k  liners  and  assisted  the  Twenty-first  Indiana  Regiment 
)ossession  of  the  railroad  to  Brashear  City,  with  the 
and  equipment.    The  Sixth  were  attached  to  General 
Hri^adc,  which  was  under  orders  to  operate  against 
ml  near  the  middle  of  May  the  two  sections  under  Cap- 
embarked  on  transports  while  Lieutenant  Carruth's 
bsent  on  an  expedition.    Captain  Everett  finally  landed 
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at  Baton  Rouge,  where  the  other  section  arrived  after  taking  part 
in  two  or  three  raids,  and  on  the  Kith  of  June  two  sections  under 
the  captain  sailed  for  Yicksburg  while  the  one  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant Carruth  remained  as  a  part  of  the  garrison  of  Baton  Rouge. 
During  the  absence  of  the  main  body  this  section  was  frequently 
called  on  for  active  duty,  on  two  occasions  engaging  predatory  bands 
of  the  enemy  hovering  in  the  vicinity.  The  main  body  at  Vicksburg 
had  also  a  touch  of  actual  war  while  absent,  engaging  the  Confeder- 
ate works  across  the  river  while  Commodore  Farragut  ran  the  bat- 
teries, one  man  of  the  Sixth  being  killed  during  the  affair. 

The  force  returned  to  Baton  Rouge  on  the  2(»th  of  July,  sadly 
suffering  from  malarial  fever,  so  that  when  on  the  oth  of  Auirust 
the  Confederates  under  General  Breckinridge  attacked  the  place  and 
the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge  was  fought,  the  Sixth  had  less  than  40 
men  for  duty  at  the  guns.  Yet  they  performed  a  most  heroic  part 
and  won  great  praise  for  intrepid  fighting.  Lieutenant  Carruth 
commanded  the  battery  during  the  battle.  Captain  Everett  UAnz 
absent  on  duty  and  Lieutenant  Phelps  from  sickness,  while  Lieuten- 
ant Allyn,  who  was  off  duty  with  a  fever,  returned  to  command  a 
section  till  he  was  twice  wounded.  In  the  early  part  of  the  engage- 
ment, while  the  Union  line  was  being  pressed  back,  the  battery  did 
some  of  its  best  work  and  suffered  seriously  in  men  and  horses. 
The  rear  section  under  immediate  command  of  Lieutenant  Carruth 
lost  all  its  men  either  killed  or  wounded  save  the  sergeants,  and  was 
able  to  work  its  guns  only  by  the  help  of  volunteers  from  its  in- 
fantry support.  Its  well-directed  lire  did  much  to  save  the  Union 
left  from  disaster,  and  after  the  line  had  been  re-established  the 
Sixth  could  only  deliver  a  shell  fire,  as  the  Confederates  did  not 
again  venture  within  the  reach  of  canister.  The  loss  to  the  com 
maud  was  three  killed,  nine  wounded  and  one  missing,  fully  » 
third  of  the  complement  taken  into  action. 

When  the  post  at  Baton  Rouge  was  abandoned,  not  long  after, 
the  battery  returned  to  New  Orleans  and  remained  in  that  vieinitv 
some  time.  Captain  Everett  was  promoted  on  the  7th  of  SeptemUr 
to  an  infantry  command.  Lieutenant  Carruth  succeeding  him  as  caj>- 
tain,  the  other  lieutenants  advancing  each  a  step,  and  the  vacancy  at 
the  bottom  being  filled  by  the  commissioning  of  Sergeant  John  A. 
Baker  of  Lawrence.  Soon  after  the  batterv  was  formallv  attached 
to  the  Reserve  Brigade,  commanded  by  General  Wcitzel,  with  whi.  h 
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,v<l  for  a  long  time.    This  brigade  consisted  of  the  Twelfth 
cticut,  Seventy-fifth  New  York  and  First  Louisiana  Regiments, 
oaripanies  of  cavalry  and  the  First  Maine  Battery,  in  addition 
Sixth.   The  armament  of  the  latter  at  this  time  comprised 
.-pounder  howitzers  and  four  six-pounder  Sawyer  guns. 
tzel'6  command  on  the  24th  of  October  sailed  up  the  Mississippi 
KiMsonville,  where  it  landed  and  marched  to  Thibodeaux, 
it  went  into  winter  quarters,  at  Camp  Stevens.   Meantime  Gen- 
mks  had  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
i ringing  many  fresh  troops,  and  the  Reserve  Brigade  was 
lulled  by  the  addition  of  the  Eighth  Vermont,  One  Hundred 
mrt ecnth  and  One  Hundred  and  Sixtieth  New  York  Regi- 
and  Battery  A  of  the  First  United  States  Artillery.  The 
left  camp  on  the  11th  of  January,  18»»3,  to  destroy  a  Con- 
j  gun-boat  on  the  Teche,  returning  on  the  15th  and  remain- 
the  2'2d  of  February.    It  then  advanced  to  Brashear  City, 
le  only  a  short  stop  there,  falling  back  to  Bayou  Bumf  and 
hing  Camp  Mansfield,  where  it  remained  till  the  -d  of  April 
again  took  post  at  Brashear. 

was  the  beginning  of  the  movement  intended  by  General 

0  scatter  the  enemy's  force  in  that  vicinity  before  he  laid 
»  Port  Hudson.    WeitzeFs  command,  then  known  as  the 

Brigade,  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps,  crossed  Ber- 
>ay  on  the  \)th,  and  on  the  12th  and  13th  took  part  in  the 

J > island,  in  whien  the  battery  lost  one  killed  and  one  or  two 
1.  Opelousas  was  reached  on  the  20th,  where  the  column 
>r  a  few  days.  The  brigade  with  its  attachments  pushed 
exandria  on  the  Ith  of  May  and  waited  there  till  the  17th, 

1  march  was  taken  up  for  Fort  Hudson.  Approaching  that 
Id,  the  left  section  commanded  by  Sergeant  Chubbuck  was 
o  Point  Coupee  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  where  it 
I  <luring  the  siege.  The  other  two  sections  took  part,  in  the 
orations,  the  right  section  near  the  center  of  the  line  and 
■  at  the  right.    While  the  battery  did  good  service  during 

its  losses  were  slight,  but  one  man  being  mortally  wounded. 

as  the  place  surrendered  the  Sixth  with  its  brigade  de- 
tho  Mississippi  to  Donaldsonville,  to  operate  against  the  • 
o  had  assumed  a  threatening  attitude  in  that  vicinity, 
mis  of  the  battery  joined  with  the  First  Brigade  of  the 
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division  on  the  12th  of  July  in  a  reconnaissance  to  ascertain  the 
position  and  force  of  the  enemy ;  but  on  the  following  morning, 
after  having  pressed  back  the  Confederate  outposts  some  four  miles, 
the  column  was  attacked  in  force  so  suddenly  that  one  gun  which 
had  been  dismounted  for  repairs  was  captured.  Only  one  man  in 
the  company  was  wounded,  and  the  command  returned  to  PonaUi- 
sonville,  were  it  remained  during  the  rest  of  the  month.  On  the 
30th  it  marched  with  its  brigade  to  Thibodeaux,  where  it  was  «j  bar- 
tered in  Camp  Hubbard  till  the  25th  of  September,  when  it  repaired 
by  rail  to  Algiers  for  fresh  equipment,  was  reduced  to  a  four-gun 
battery,  and  on  the  6th  of  October  transferred  to  Berwick's  Buy. 

During  this  time  many  changes  had  occurred  in  the  roster  of  offi- 
cers. Lieutenant  Allyn  had  left  the  service  on  the  2d  of  March,  as 
did  Lieutenant  Baker  on  the  28th  of  May.  The  regular  promotion 
of  Lieutenant  Bruce  to  fill  the  first  vacancy  left  both  second  lieu- 
tenancies vacant,  and  they  were  filled  by  the  commissioning  of  Ser- 
geant Philip  Wachter  of  Charlestown  and  Charles  C.  Cram  of  Bos- 
ton. The  latter,  who  was  not  previously  connected  with  the  battery, 
joined  it  for  duty  while  before  Port  Hudson,  and  won  the  high  re- 
gard of  his  associates,  but  fell  ill  at  Berwick,  where  he  died  on  the 
11th  of  October.  On  the  3d  of  that  month  Captain  Carruth.  who 
had  been  absent  on  detached  duty,  was  formally  transferred  from 
the  command  of  the  battery.  These  vacancies  were  not  at  once 
filled,  and  at  this  time  the  only  officer  present  with  the  company 
was  Lieutenant  Wachter.  This  fact  being  reported  to  General 
Banks,  he  detailed  Second  Lieutenant  Edward  K.  Russell  of  the 
Second  Massachusetts  Battery  to  command  the  Sixth,  which  lie  did 
till  the  9th  of  December,  when  First  Lieutenant  John  F.  Phelps  re- 
turned. He  was  soon  after  made  captain,  Russell  being  commis- 
sioned first  lieutenant,  the  vacancy  in  second  remaining  unfilled. 

The  battery  inarched  to  Franklin  on  the  11th  of  October,  and  a 
few  days  later  moved  to  Carrion  Crow  Bayou,  where  it  rejoined  the 
First  Division.  Thence  on  the  23d  the  corps  proceeded  to  Opelonsas ; 
but,  the  communication  being  liable  to  interruption,  fell  back  on  the 
1st  of  November  to  Vermilion  and  on  the  16th  to  New  Iberia,  where 
the  winter  camp  was  made.  On  the  5th  of  January,  1864,  56  mem- 
bers of  the  battery — about  nil  that  remained  of  the  original  com- 
pany—  re-enlisted  as  veterans,  supposing  that  they  were  entitled 
to  the  privileges  of  other  commands  which  had  served  two  years  vr 
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:  but  this  claim  was  not  allowed  by  the  War  Department, 
wer,  the  fact  was  not  known  for  some  time,  and  on  the  3d  of 
h  the  battery  left  its  camp  and  reported  at  New  Orleans  to  pre- 
fer the  30-days'  furlough  home,  which  was  one  of  the  compen- 
js  fur  re-enlistment.  It  was  not  till  the  13th  of  April  that  the 
«ns  were  aide  to  set  out  for  Massachusetts,  and  Boston  was 
ed  on  the  20th.  A  few  days  later  each  member  was  paid  the 
ms' state  bounty  of  #32;3  and  the  command  separated  to  enjoy 
j'ef  respite.  The  return  trip  began  on  the  23d  of  May,  though 
Means  was  not  reached  till  the  8th  of  June.  The  company 
iirtially  fitted  out  with  four  field  pieces,  but  was  not  called  on 
five  service,  remaining  at  New  Orleans  the  rest  of  the  year. 

re-enlistment  of  the  men  not  having  been  allowed  by  the 
department,  the  original  members  were  ordered  mustered  out, 
ry  20,  18H5,  and  were  sent  to  Boston  for  that  purpose  under 
md  of  Captain  Hamlin  of  the  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Bat- 
Just  as  the  year  1804  closed  Captain  Phelps  was  dismissed 
vice  and  the  day  following  Lieutenant  Bruce  resigned.  The 
<ation  of  the  battery  was  kept  up,  however,  and  during  Janu- 

members  having  been  added  by  transfer  from  other  eom- 
and  To  recruits  being  received  from  Massachusetts,  the  aggre- 
embership  was  brought  up  to  100;  Lieutenant  Russell  was 
ed  to  captain  and  Sergeant  William  E.  Wood  of  Wrentham 
<lo  second  lieutenant,  soon  followed  by  a  promotion  to  first. 
A.  Sheen  of  South  Danvers  was  also  commissioned  second 
uit  during  the  spring. 

ig  February  the  company  was  fully  equipped  as  a  six-gun 
but  remained  at  New  Orleans,  and  in  June  its  numbers  were 
•*>2  by  an  order  requiring  the  muster  out  of  all  whose  term 
cc  expired  before  the  1st  of  October  following.    It  was  the 
<»eneral  Canby,  then  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
at  this  battery  should  be  filled  to  the  maximum  and  kept  in 
iee,  but  the  war  department  decreed  that  all  volunteer  light 
in  the  department,  including  the  Sixth,  should  be  mus- 
it.     On  the  21st  of  July  the  command  sailed  on  the  trans- 
nicr  Ashland  for  New  York,  going  thence  by  the  Providence 
*V;ulville,  where  it  went  into  camp  on  the  1st  of  August, 
lpanv  was  mustered  out  five  days  later,  and  paid  and  dis- 
>n  the  10th. 


THE  SEVENTH  BATTERY. 


THE  Seventh  Light  Battery  was  amonc:  the  first  troops  to  leave 
Massachusetts  for  three  years'  service,  being  recruited  in  Low. 
ell  as  an  infantry  company  directly  upon  the  news  of  the  tiring 
on  Fort  Sumter.  It  was  at  first  called  the  Richardson  Liirht  In- 
fantry, in  honor  of  George  F.  Richardson  of  Lowell,  who  lr.nl  been 
very  active  in  its  organization.  The  company  at  once  tendered  its 
services  to  the  governor  of  the  state  for  three  years.  On  the  -1st 
of  May,  18bl,  it  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  at 
Boston,  and  on  the  following  day  sailed  for  Fortress  Monroe  with 
this  roster  of  ollieers,  commissioned  from  the  'JOth  of  April,  lb'U 

Captain,  Phineas  A.  Davis  of  Lowell;  first  lieutenant,  Israel  X. 
Wilson  of  North  Billeriea  ;  second  lieutenant,  William  L.  Farrar  of 
Lowell.  (Lieutenant  Wilson  left  the  company  July  *-.'")  to  heeome  a 
captain  in  the  Twenty-ninth  Regiment,  when  Lieutenant  Farrar  was 
advanced  to  the  vacancy  and  Sergeant  William  A.  Fitield  of  Lowell 
was  promoted  to  the  second  lieutenancy.) 

It  was  intended  that  the  company  should  he  attached  to  the  Third 
Regiment,  then  at  Fortress  Monroe,  hut  on  reaching  its  destination 
it  was  assigned  to  provost  duty.  Captain  Davis  being  made  provost 
marshal  at  the  Fortress.  This  routine  continued  till  December  2o. 
when  the  company  was  assigned  to  light  artillery  drill  and  duty. 
On  the  17th  of  March,  \S\\'2,  the  War  Department  consented  to  the 
re-organization  of  the  company  as  a  battery  of  light  artillery,  and 
the  necessary  changes  in  officers  were  made.  By  this  arrangement 
Lieutenant  Filiekl  became  junior  first  lieutenant  and  Sergeants 
Cephas  L.  Hart  well  and  Andrew  J.  Devoll,  both  of  Lowell,  were 
promoted  to  second  lieutenants.  Xewman  W.  Storer  of  Lowell  ua> 
appointed  quartermaster  sergeant. 

In  the  movement  against  Norfolk  on  the  10th  of  Mav  the  com- 
mand  as  an  infantry  company  led  the  advance,  being  first  to  land 
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•nning  the  right  of  the  Union  column.  Three  days  later  it 
ed  to  the  Fortress  and  remained  there  till  the  19th  of  June, 
its  organization  as  a  battery  having  been  completed,  with  its 
filled  and  an  equipment  of  guns  and  horses  secured,  it  re- 
to  Newport  News,  encamping  there  until  July  25.  It  then 
I'd  to  Yorktown,  where  it  encamped  for  two  months,  being  di- 
<m  the  29th  of  September  to  proceed  to  Suffolk,  Va.,  which 
■ached  on  the  2d  of  October,  reporting  to  General  John  J. 
ml  remaining  till  midwinter,  one  section  being  sent  out  each 
o  guard  the  crossing  of  the  Xansemond  river, 
rs  were  received  on  the  '2(M\\  of  January,  1863,  for  the  bat- 
report  to  General  Michael  Corcoran,  and  at  midnight  it  set 
the  march  toward  the  Black  water  river.  Nine  miles  out  the  . 
under  General  Roger  A.  Pryor  were  encountered  and  an  en 
•nt  ensued  lasting  till  morning.  The  Confederates  then  fell 
ime  two  miles  and  made  another  stand,  when  the  battery 
ur  pieces,  two  being  disabled,  carried  on  the  fight  for  two 
mtil  the  foe  retired  across  the  Black  water.  This  was  the 
vero  engagement  in  which  the  battery  participated,  its  loss 
'i  men,  two  of  whom  were  killed  and  two  mortally  wounded, 
s  had  already  occurred  among  the  officers  of  the  command, 
eutenant  Fitield  had  resigned  on  the  loth  of  November,  and 
v  17  Second  Lieutenant  Devoll  was  dismissed.    To  fill  these 

- 

\s,  Second  Lieutenant  Hart  well  was  promoted  and  Sergeants 
G.  McCurdy  and  George  F.  Critchett,  both  of  Lowell,  were 
doned  second  lieutenants. 

littery  joined  an  expedition  under  Colonel  Samuel  P.  Spear 
leventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  on  the  17th  of  Marrh,  travel- 

iU'S  in  17  hours  and  engaging  the  enemy  at  Franklin.  Gen- 
gstrcet  laid  siege  to  Suffolk  on  the  11th  of  April,  and  during 
4ment  the  battery  was  on  the  alert  with  burses  harnessed 

night,  being  engaged  on  the  121  h,  14th  and  loth  of  April. 
3d  of  May,  as  the  siege  was  being  abandoned,  the  battery 
the  Xansemond  with  a  force  under  General  Getty  and  went 
on  on  tin;  Providence  Church  road,  silencing  an  opposing 
On  the  13th,  under  command  of  General  Robert  S.  Foster, 
.'nth  joined  in  the  expedition  to  Carrsville,  being  absent 
ys,  one  section  being  engaged  at  Holland's  House,  near 
e  on  the  loth  with  a  loss  of  one  man  wounded. 


Digitized  by  Google 


♦ 

MM 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 


.More  active  duty  began  on  the  27th  of  June,  when  the  command 
marched  to  Portsmouth,  took  transports  to  White  House,  and  on 
tin?  1st  of  July  set  out  from  that  place  with  a  force  under  Colonel 
Spear,  going  by  way  of  Brandy  wine  Creek  and  Tavlorsville  to  the 
crossing  of  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad  and  the  South  Anna  river, 
where  on  the  afternoon  of  Julv  4  the  enemv  was  encountered  and 
the  command  was  under  tire  from  (>  o'clock  till  midnight.  During 
the  ten  days  which  followed  the  battery  made  its  way  back  to  Fort- 
ress Monroe,  passing  Hanover  Court  House.  White  House  and  York- 
town,  among  other  places.  On  the  loth  it  was  transported  to 
Portsmouth,  going  into  camp  at  Bower's  Hill  the  following  day. 
but  on  the  20th  embarked  for  Washington,  finding  quarters  at 
Camp  Marshall  on  the  2 2d. 

It  crossed  to  Alexandria  on  the  18th  of  August  and  took  passage 
on  the  steamer  De  Molay  for  New  York,  to  guard  against  a  rej>eti- 
tion  of  the  draft  riots.  Debarking  on  the  21st,  it  encamped  <m 
Madison  Square,  remaining  there  with  no  call  for  service  till  the 
11th  of  September,  when  the  steamer  Salvor  took  it  back  to  Wash- 
ington. Locating  at  Camp  Barry,  the  battery  remained  there  till 
the  close  of  the  year.  During  this  time  an  almost  entire  recon- 
struction of  the  roster  of  officers  occurred.  First  Lieutenants  Farrar 
and  Ilartwell  resigned  on  the  29th  of  September  and  oth  of  October 
respectively;  Captain  Davis  was  promoted  to  be  assistant  adjutant 
general  of  volunteers  October  7;  Second  Lieutenant  Critchett 
died  of  disease  at  Lowell  October  30,  and  Second  Lieutenant  Me- 
Curdy.  promoted  to  first  lieutenant,  resigned  January  9, 18t>4,  after 
his  emnmission  as  captain  had  been  issued.  As  reconstructed,  omit- 
ting some  preliminary  changes,  the  new  list  of  officers  was :  Captain. 
Newman  W.  Storer;  first  lieutenants,  Charles  II.  Williams  and  James 
W.  Bean:  seconds  lieutenants,  Samuel  W.  Benson  and  Charles  S. 
Robinson.    Benson  was  of  Tew/.sbury,  the  others  of  Lowell. 

The  battery  remained  at  Camp  Barry  till  the  24th  of  January 
when  it  took  cars  to  Baltimore,  embarking  on  the  2bth  on  the 
steamer  Arago  for  Louisiana,  sailing  the  following  day.  The  Cres- 
cent citv  was  reached  February  o,  and  the  command  went.  inu. 
quarters  at  Apollo  Stables.  During  the  following  month  it  was  at- 
tached to  (Jeneral  Clrover  s  Division  (the  Second)  of  the  Nineteenth 
Corps,  and  March  19  crossed  the  Mississippi  river  and  loaded  the 
guns  upon  cars  under  orders  for  Brashear  City.    The  order  was 
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1,  however,  and  the  Seventh  went  into  camp  at  Algiers  till 
li.  when  they  recrossed  to  New  Orleans,  taking  passage  on 
uner  Luminary  for  Alexandria,  where  they  arrived  on  the 
except  that  one  section  was  stationed  at  Pineville,  the  bat- 
lained  at  Alexandria  inactive  till  early  in  May,  when  it  began 

of  movements  which  continued  intermittentlv  duriiur  the 
l'msoii.  The  four  pieces  in  camp  were  embarked  on  two 
timers  May  4  as  part  of  a  force  under  (iencral  Niekerson 

to  clear  the  river  of  guerrillas  below  Alexandria;  but 
ng  as  far  as  Wilson's  Plantation  and  learning  that  a  strong 
s  posted  further  down  the  attempt  was  abandoned, 
eincnt  in  force  toward  the  Mississippi  river  began  on  the 

battery  being  united  and  accompanying  its  division,  taking 
lout  loss  in  an  engagement  at  Mansura  on  the  10th,  con- 
lie  march  next  day  to  Simmsport,  and  thence  to  Morganza 
the  Mississippi  where  the  division  encani]>ed.  On  the  29th 
i  v  joined  an  expedition  under  General  Lawlcr  to  Lavonia 
tehafalaya  river,  returning  to  Morganza  on  the  2d  of  June, 
on  went  by  steamer  on  the  20th  as  part  of  an  expedition 
neral  G rover  to  Turcica  Uend  and  Fort  Adams,  getting 
amp  on  the  22d,  but  apart  from  this  the  battery  rested  in 
the  13th  of  July.  It  then  took  passage  on  the  steamer 
'olburn  to  the  mouth  of  the  White  river  in  Arkansas, 
o  the  America  and  continued  its  journey  to  St.  Charles, 
■r<;  it  landed  and  encamped  on  the  23d.  On  the  0th  of 
went  aboard  four  small  steamers  and  sailed  back  to  Mor- 
id,  encamped  there  from  the  13th  to  the  3d  of  September, 
•turned  to  St.  Charles,  reaching  there  on  the  11th  and  rc- 
ithout  incident  till  October  23.  It  then  proceeded  by 
)  DuvalPs  Bluff,  Ark.,  where  two  sections  debarked  and 
?d,  while  the  other  returned  to  St.  Charles,  and  thus  dis- 

remained  till  the  end  of  the  vear. 
fery  ombarked  on  the  steamer  Rescue  January  10,  1805, 
•  loth  landed  at  Kennerville.  La., and  went  into  camp  till 

Fobruary,  whem  it  again  took  steamer,  sailing  aboard 
*v  to  Dauphin  Island,  Ala.,  where  it  landed,  forming  part 
r  withering  for  operation  against  Mobile.  The  movement 
he  17th  of  March,  when  the  battery  crossed  the  bay  and 
i-d  to  the  First  Division,  Thirteenth  Corps.    Slow  march- 
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ing  through  heavy  rains  took  the  division  into  position  in  front  of 
Spanish  Fort,  seven  miles  east  of  Mobile,  on  the  27th.  and  the  lot- 
tery engaged  the  fort,  for  some  two  hours  that  day,  having  three 
men  wounded.    The  fort  and  its  supporting  works  heing  so  strong 
as  to  require  siege  approaches,  the  position  of  the  battery  was 
strengthened  and  it  operated  from  various  points  against  the  enemy 
till  the  8th  of  April.    That  day  the  fort  was  captured  by  the  Union 
soldiers,  and  the  Seventh  Battery  was  at  once  ordered  to  Hlakely. 
where  its  division  had  already  gone  to  assist  in  the  reduction  of  th»- 
fortifications  at  that  point.    One  section  of  the  battery  went  into 
position  that  night,  and  next  day  opened  (ire,  having  one  man  kil  !«•<]. 
the  works  in  front  being  carried  by  assault.    This  success  on  tin* 
part  of  General  Canby  led  to  the  evacuation  of  Mobile  by  the  Con- 
federates, and  on  the  15th  the  battery  took  the  steamer  White  Cloud, 
crossed  into  the  city  and  went  into  camp. 

The  movements  of  the  command  which  followed  were  long  ami 
numerous,  but  bloodless.  Steamer  Colonel  Cowles  was  taken  on 
the  20th  and  the  battery  reached  Selma,  Ala.,  on  the  27th.  goim: 
thence  to  Montgomery,  where  it  rested  from  the  30th  till  May  V*. 
when  it  broke  camp  and  marched  to  Providence  Landing  on  th<- 
Alabama  river,  sailing  thence  by  steamer  to  Mobile  and  going  into 
camp  at  Spring  Hill  on  the  10th.  On  the  30th  of  June  it  left  tor 
Galveston,  Tex.,  sailing  on  the  steamers  N.  P.  Banks  and  Moutauk. 
reaching  that  port  July  3.  It  remained  there  till  the  when  it 
moved  to  Houston,  stopping  for  a  time,  but  returned  to  Galveston, 
turned  over  its  equipment  and  prepared  to  return  to  Massachusetts. 
Delavs  ensued,  and  the  command  did  not  leave  New  Orleans  til! 

* 

October  14,  when  it  sailed  on  the  steamer  Guiding  Star.  The  vessel 
grounded  on  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  that  evening".  ;m<i 
was  not  flouted  till  the  19th,  when  it  once  more  got  under  way.  On 
the  22d  a  severe  gale  came  on.  increasing  to  a  tempest  the  following 
night,  the  steamer  getting  into  the  trough  of  the  sea  and  the  men 
working  the  pumps  for  3o'  hours,  when,  the  wind  having  abated,  tin- 
vessel  put  in  to  Port  Royal  for  coal,  finally  reaching  New  York  «-n 
the  2d  of  November.  The  soldiers  of  the  batterv  arrived  at  Bost^i 
the  next  day,  going  into  camp  on  Gallop's  Island  in  the  Harbor  tiK 
the  preparations  for  their  muster  out  were  completed.  That  even' 
occurred  on  the  10th,  and  two  days  later  they  were  paid  ofT  ani 
discharged,  after  a  service  of  over  four  and  a  half  years. 
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Eighth  Battery  of  Light  Artillery  was  organized  in  rc- 
msc  to  the  call  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  on 

2>Jth  of  May,  1802,  for  the  active  militia  of  Massaehu- 
i  sent  forward  at  once,  the  call  being  due  to  the  danger 
ishington  owing  to  the  defeat  of  General  Hanks  in  the 
\h  Valley.  On  the  following  day  Captain  Cook,  who  had 
•d  the  First  Battery  during  the  three-months'  term  of 
authorized  to  raise  a  battery  for  six  months.  In  three 
en  were  sworn  into  service,  and  encamped  at  Camp  Came-  * 
i  Cambridge.  Additional  squads  were  mustered  almost 
he  ranks  were  filled,  and  on  the  2">th  of  June,  with  guns. 

equipments  complete,  the  command  set  out  for  Washing- 
ollicers  were  as  follows: — 

Asa  M.  Cook  of  Somerville;  first  lieutenants,  Charles  M. 
J.»ston  and  .John  N.  Collin  of  Sonierville;  second  lietiten- 
4  \Y.  (Airland  of  Boston  and  George  W.  Evans  of  Sonier- 
•uit  major.  James  W.  Kirk  of  South  Seituate;  first  ser- 
lel  \V.  Merritt;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Harry  D.  Little- 
>i  Boston. 

disaster  occurred  during  the  journey  to  the  capital.  A 
,co  beyond  Trenton,  N.  J.,  the  train  left  the  track,  several 

being  thrown  into  the  canal;  two  men  and  12  horses 
.  several  other  men  were  injured,  and  much  of  the  bat- 
v  was  destroyed.  The  command  returned  to  Trenton 
re  it  was  most  kindly  entertained  till  ready  to  resume 

on  the  27th.  On  reaching  Washington  it  remained 
lroad  till  the  1st  of  July,  when  it  crossed  Long  Bridge, 
led  to  Cook's  Brigade  of  Sturgis's  Reserve  Corps,  and 
of  August  encamped  near  Fairfax  Seminary.  It  was 
j<1  under  orders  to  join  General  Burnside's  Ninth  Corps, 
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and  marched  to  Alexandria,  where  it  took  steamer  to  Aequia  Creek, 
marching  thence  to  Falmouth,  opposite  Fredericksburg,  where  it 
joined  the  corps,  being  assigned  to  General  Stevens's  Division.  It 
remained  in  camp  from  the  11th  to  the  14th,  when  it  marched  to 
join  the  Army  of  Virginia  under  General  Pope,  then  located  near 
Culpeper,  and  on  the  17th  took  position  near  the  right  of  the  army. 
From  the  20th  to  the  23d  the  battery  guarded  Barnctf s  Ford  whil  • 
the  army  was  falling  back  to  the  Rappahannock,  one  section 
detached  and  engaged  in  a  skirmish  at  Sulphur  Springs  at  the  sauie 
time.  In  the  battle  of  Manassas,  or  the  Second  Bull  Run,  the  bat- 
tery took  part  with  its  division,  and  again  at  Chantilly,  without  los>. 
In  the  battle  of  South  Mountain,  on  the  14th  of  September,  the 
Eighth,  still  attached  to  the  First  Division,  Ninth  Corps,  then  com- 
manded by  General  Willcox,  was  posted  in  an  exposed  position  it 
the  left  of  tbe  Union  lines,  and  suffered  its  greatest  loss  of  men  in 
action,  having  one  killed  and  four  wounded.  At  the  battle  of  An- 
tietam  it  also  took  an  active  part.  On  the  17th  it  occupied  sever..! 
positions  on  each  side  of  t lie  Antietam,  receiving  hearty  coinnn-r.- 
dations  from  General  Willcox  for  its  efficient  service.  During  th- 
following  night  it  held  a  position  on  the  west  side  of  the  creek, 
being  probably  the  only  battery  of  General  Burnside's  left  wing  on 
thav  side,  and  maintained  its  position  till  late  the  next  day,  when  it 
was  relieved,  having  lost  but  one  man  wounded. 

After  the  battle  it  encamped  near  the  Potomac  at  the  mouth  of  An- 
tietam Creek  till  the  5th  of  October,  when  it  was  ordered  to  Wash- 
ington to  exchange  its  armament  for  guns  of  longer  range,  but  beh.j 
imablc  to  doso  returned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  season  to  tak- 
part  in  the  advance  into  Virginia.  .A  detachment  from  the  company 
while  returning  through  Maryland  captured  several  members 
Stuart's  cavalry  with  some  recruits  for  his  command,  and  consider- 
able  contraband  property,  all  at  the  house  of  a  disloyal  Marylamkr 

It  accompanied  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  tor  a  few  weeks,  hut 
soon  after  General  Burnside  took  command,  the  term  of  enlistment 
having  about  expired,  the  battery  was  ordered  to  Washington  wh«  r> 
it  was  mustered  out  of  the  United  States  service  and  set  out  for 
Massachusetts  November  29.  One  change  only  occurred  in  the  ro>- 
ter  of  officers  during  the  period  of  service;  Lieutenant  Griffin 
signing  on  the  20th  of  September,  each  junior  officer  being  prv 
moted  and  Sergeant  Major  Kirk  being  made  second  lieutenant. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  NINTH  BATTERY 


Ninth  Light  Battery  was  recruited  during  the  summer  of 
'2,  its  officers  being  commissioned  July  31  and  August  6 
most  of  the  men  being  mustered  on  the  10th  of  the  latter 
or  a  time  the  rendezvous  was  at  Camp  Stanton,  Lynnfield, 
er  at  Camp  Meigs,  Readville.  On  the  3d  of  September  it 
tshington,  with  the  following  officers  and  a  full  complc- 
i listed  men: — 

Achille  De  Vecchi  of  Boston;  first  lieutenants,  Christopher 
Boston  and  Alexander  II.  Whitaker  of  Roxbury;  secoud 
.  (Jeorge  Warren  Foster  of  Charlestown  and  Richard  Swett 
rest  Boxbury;  quartermaster  sergeant,  James  W.  Reed,  Jr., 
xbnry;  first  sergeant,  George  H.  Prescott  of  Boston. 

ery  arrived  at  Washington  on  the  7th,  and  on  reporting 
Casey  in  command  of  the  defenses  was  assigned  to  Camp 
l  Capitol  Hill,  where  it  remained  for  two  weeks.  It  was 
d  to  Camp  Chase  on  Arlington  Hights  in  Virginia  and 
•e  till  Hie  27th  of  October,  when  camp  was  shifted  across 
Camp  Barry,  near  the  Bladensburg Toll  Gate,  where  the 
as  vigorously  drilled  in  artillery  tactics.  The  location 
invert  across  the  Potomac  on  the  19th  of  November,  and 
r  days  the  right  section  was  quartered  at  Fort  Buffalo 

of  the  battery  at  Fort  Ramsay, — the  latter  at  Upton's 
•  former  a  mile  beyond  at  the  crossing  of  the  Leesburg 
Hero  as  part  of  the  Twenty-second  Army  Corps  it  re- 
i  an  occasional  movement  through  the  surrounding  cotm- 
■iprinir,  was  well  advanced.  Captain  De  Vecchi,  who  as 
dTieer  had  seen  much  service  in  Europe,  resigned  Janu- 
,  and  was  succeeded  by  John  Bigelow  of  Brighton. 
:*v  moved  to  Centerville  on  the  17th  of  April  and  re- 

till  the  Gettysburg  campaign,  when  it  broke  camp  and 
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on  the  25th  of  June  marched  to  Fairfax  Court  House,  going  thence 
by  way  of  Edwards  Ferry  and  Frederick  City  to  Taney  town.  Md.. 
which  it  reached  on  the  30th.  It  was  at  that  time  attached  to  the 
First  Volunteer  Brigade,  Artillery  Reserve  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  Lieutenant  Colonel  McGilvrey  commanding  the  other 
batteries  of  the  brigade  being  the  Fifth  Massachusetts,  Fifteenth 
New  York  and  Independent  Battery  uf  Pennsylvania.  On  the  '2d  ci 
July  it  marched  to  Gettysburg  and  took  part  in  its  first  battle,  being 
placed  in  support  of  the  Third  Corps  at  the  left  of  the  Union  lines. 
As  that  corps  was  forced  back  in  the  battle  of  the  afternoon,  it  was 
among  the  last  of  the  artillery  to  retire,  and  on  reaching  the  am:!.- 
of  two  stone  walls  was  ordered  to  hold  the  position  to  the  last 
moment  to  give  time  for  the  formation  of  a  line  in  the  rear.  In 
effect,  Captain  Bigelow  was  ordered  to  sacrifice  his  battery  to  saw 
the  others,  and  nobly  responded  to  the  demand. 

The  guns  had  been  fired  by  prolonge  till  this  point  was  reaches, 
when  a  Confederate  brigade  having  closed  in  on  both  Hanks  ami 
of  the  battery  horses  having  been  killed,  four  of  the  guns  wer> 
necessarily  abandoned,  such  of  the  artillerists  as  could  do  so  ex- 
tricating themselves  from  the  enveloping  lin«4s  of  the  foe.  Th" 
guns  were  later  regained  under  cover  of  the  fire  from  the  reformed 
batteries  in  the  rear.    The  loss  of  the  command  was  very  severe. 
11  having  been  killed  or  mortally  wounded,  including  both  lir>r 
lieutenants ;  lb  were  wounded,  and  two  were  taken  prisoners.  Lieu- 
tenant Krickson  was  killed  on  the  spot,  and  Lieutenant  Whitaker 
received  wounds  of  which  he  died  on  the  20th.    The  battery  was 
left  with  but  one  commissioned  officer  and  one  sergeant  for  duty: 
yet  it  was  engaged  the  following  day  on  Cemetery  Hill,  meeting 
further  loss  of  five  horses. 

From  Gettysburg  to  the  winter  quarters  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  at  Brandy  Station,  which  were  reached  December  o,  th*- 
battery  accompanied  the  army  in  all  its  marchings  back  and  forth, 
including  the  attempted  Mine  Bun  campaign;  but  it  was  not  in 
action  during  all  these  wanderings.  To  fill  the  vacancies  in  the 
roster  of  officers,  the  two  s  eond  lieutenants  were  advanced  to  tirsr 
lieutenants,  and  the  quartermaster  sergeant  and  first  sergeant  were 
made  second  lieutenants.  Up  to  the  close  of  the  year  l8b\>,  eLrh: 
recruits  had  been  received  and  the  loss  from  all  causes  had  been  of. 
reducing  the  original  membership  of  146  to  115.    With  this  nv1!- 
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;«'d  force  the  Ninth  set  out  upon  the  spring  campaign  of 
It  was  at  that  time  attached  to  the  Third  Brigade  of  Reserve 
,\  Major  Robert  IT.  Fitzhugh  commanding,  the  associate  bat- 
'  the  brigade  being  B  and  C  of  the  Eleventh  New  York, 
11,  First  Ohio,  and  E.  Fifth  United  States, 
imp  at  Brandy  Station  was  quitted  on  the  4th  of  May  and 
'ry  during  the  day  crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Ely's  Ford.  As 
10  artillery  was  employed  on  either  side  during  the  battle 
ildcniess,  the  Ninth  were  not  engaged,  but  the  battery  was 
from  the  reserve  and  was  in  position  during  the  battle  pro- 
he  supply  trains  and  the  camp;  one  man  was  wounded.  It 
rill  the  16th  that  it  rejoined  the  reserve,  and  on  the  fo! low- 
having  been  reduced  to  a  four-gun  batterv,  it  reported  to 
llcry  Brigade  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  commanded  by  Colonel 
it.  From  that  time  to  the  21st  it  formed  part  of  the  line 
i'th  Corps  in  front  of  Spottsylvania,  but  was  not  engaged. 
£  southward  on  the  21st  in  company  with  the  First  Divis- 
>attery  reached  the  North  Anna  the  following  day,  and  on 
crossed  at  Jericho  Ford,  taking  part  in  the  engagement 
lowed, having  one  man  killed.  After  remaining  in  position 
.loth,  it  was  relieved  and  the  day  following  recrossed  at 
"ord.  On  the  27th  the  Pamunkey  was  crossed  near  Ifan- 
n,  and  on  the  30th  the  battery  moved  across  Totopotomy 
i  was  in  action  during  the  fighting  of  that  afternoon.  It 

the  vicinity  of  Bethcf.da  Church  next  day.  and  to  the 
sville  Road  on  the  2d  of  June,  where  it  engaged  ami  silenced 
•rate  battery  which  had  an  enfilading  lire  on  the  Union 
rce  days  later  the  Fifth  Corps  was  withdrawn  from  the 
ie  Union  line  and  took  position  in  reserve  at  Cold  Harbor, 
lie  movement  across  the  James  river, 
change  of  position  the  Fifth  Corps  took  the  advance,  ami 
*ing  the  Chickahominy  deployed  across  the  roads  leading 
chmond,  while  the  other  corps  in  the  rear  pushed  for  the 
n  carrying  out  this  program  the  Ninth  set  forth  on  the 
f  the  11th  and  reached  Wilcox  Landing  on  the  James  the 
;it  river  was  crossed  the  lOth,  a  night  march  followed,  and 
•v  halted  in  front  of  Petersburg  on  the  17th.  It  was 
i gaged  on  the  Baxter  road,  near  the  Avery  House— the 

Union  line — on  the  18th,  when  it  covered  the  advance  of 
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the  charging  brigades  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  in  the  general  attempt  to 
advance  the  Union  lines,  the  battery  taking  and  holding  a  position 
for  three  days  within  500  yards  of  the  Confederate  inner  line,  and 
having  a  loss  during  the  day  of  two  killed  and  live  wounded. 

The  Ninth  were  on  the  21st  assigned  to  the  Third  Division,  Fifth 
Corps,  (Pennsylvania  Reserves,)  General  Crawford  commanding, 
and  on  the  24th  took  position  in  a  redoubt  on  the  Jerusalem  road, 
directly  in  the  rear  of  which  Fort  Davis  was  being  constructed. 
This  position  was  occupied  till  the  12th  of  July  with  a  loss  of  but 
one  man  wounded,  when,  Fort  Davis  having  been  completed,  the 
battery  took  position  within  it,  commanding  the  ground  to  the  left 
of  the  Plank  road.  It  was  relieved  from  garrison  duty  there  on  the 
14th  of  August,  and  on  the  18th  moved  with  its  division  to  the 
Weldon  Railroad,  going  into  battery  between  the  Second  and  Third 
Divisions  of  the  Corps  and  becoming  engaged  that  afternoon,  with 
a  loss  of  one  wounded.  That  night  the  position  was  intrenched, 
and  the  battery  assisted  in  repulsing  the  two  attacks  of  the  follow- 
ing day.  The  nature  of  the  ground  being  unfavorable  to  the  Union 
lines,  which  narrowly  escaped  a  disastrous  Hank  attack  by  (General 
Mahone's  Division  on  the  10th,  a  stronger  position  was  taken  to  the 
rear,  where  on  the  21st  a  heavy  attack  was  repulsed,  the  battery 
being  in  action  some  three  hours.  On  the  2d  of  September  it  joined 
in  a  reconnaissance  bv  its  division  and  a  cavalry  force  toward  the 

mi 

Southside  Railroad,  and  on  the  3d  was  located  in  Fort  Dushane,  a 
fortification  near  the  Weldon  Railroad  at  Globe  Tavern,  or  Yellow 
Tavern,  named  in  honor  of  Colonel  Dushane,  commander  of  the 
Maryland  Brigade,  killed  in  the  battle  of  the  21st  of  August. 

The  Battery  was  at  this  time  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Milton. 
Captain  Howard  being  absent  on  leave  from  August  10  to  December 
12.  On  the  30th  of  September  it  accompanied  a  column  to  Peebles 
Farm,  but  was  not  engaged,  and  on  returning  resumed  its  quarters 
in  Fort  Dushane,  but  October  6  relieved  the  Eleventh  Massachusetts 
Light  Battery  in  Fort  Howard,  some  distance  to  the  right  and  in 
*  the  front  line  of  works.  On  the  27th  it  went  with  Crawford's  Divis- 
ion to  Hatcher's  Run  and  assisted  in  covering  the  withdrawal  of  a 
part  of  the  Second  Corps,  when  it  returned  to  camp  near  Glo!>e 
Tavern  and  was  once  more  made  a  six-gun  organization.  It  was  on 
the  2d  of  December  assigned  to  General  Ayers's  Second  Division, 
Fifth  Corps,and  on  the  7th  stal  led  on  a  railroad-destroying  trip  south- 
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its,  with  a  small  force  of  cavalry  near  by.  Stables  were 
i  n  comfortable  camp  was  laid  out,  named  Camp  Davis,  in 
f  the  colonel  of  the  Thirty-ninth,  in  which  the  Tenth  re- 
vvithout  notable  incident,  till  spring.  Then  the  two  infantry 
ts  were  withdrawn,  leaving;  the  cavalry  and  the  battery  the 
jps  at  that  point  except  that  two  regiments,  the  Tenth  Ver- 
d  the  Twenty-third  Maine,  were  scattered  along  the  Potomac 
lift'erent  fords.  The  battery  then  moved  on  the  18th  of 
$63,  to  Camp  Heintzelman,  a  mile  from  the  village,  locating 
juarters,  the  center  section  under  Lieutenant  Smith  being 

May  sent  to  Edwards  Ferry,  where  it  took  position  com- 
t  the  crossing  and  the  mouth  of  Goose  Creek  in  the  opposite 
With  an  occasional  alarm  and  the  tinal  assembling  of  the 
ittery  on  advantageous  ground  the  time  passed  till  June  24, 
e  small  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Poolesville  marched  up  the 
j  and  on  the  26th  joined  the  command  of  General  French 

Harper's  Ferry. 

al  French  had  now  an  independent  force  of  some  11,000 
h  which  he  was  required  by  the  authorities  at  Washington 
hat  point,  which  force  General  Hooker,  commanding  the 
the  Potomac,  then  moving  northward  in  quest  of  the  Con- 
army  under  Lee,  desired  to  add  to  his  army.    Not  receiving 
•rity  to  do  so,  Hooker  resigned  his  command,  General  Meade 
inted  his  successor  and  given  permission  to  do  as  he  pleased 
ich's  garrison.    He  did  exactly  what  Hooker  had  wished  to 
lr  as  to  withdraw  the  force  from  Maryland  nights;  but 
?  adding  them  at  once  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  left 
body  at  Frederick  City,  employing  about  a  third  of  the 
as  train  guards  between  there  and  Washington.    So  it 
ate  on  the  30th  of  June  the  Ten'h  Battery  in  a  drenching 
it  on  the  march  which  next  day  ended  at  Frederick,  the 
th  the  Tenth  Vermont  Regiment  and  some  cavalry  going 
o  the  Junction,  some  three  miles  distant,  where  the  rest 
s  Brigade  soon  gathered,  for  the  protection  of  the  rail- 
e  at  that  point. 

vice  was  of  short  duration,  as  two  sections  were  sent  back 
on  the  0th  of  July  for  provost  duty,  and  on  the  bth  the 
h  the  other  troops  of  General  French's  command  was 
>  the  Third  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  then 
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THE  Tenth  Light  Battery  was  authorized  by  a  special  order  ot 
Governor  Andrew  dated  August  12,  1862,  Henry  H.  Granger 
being  designated  as  the  recruiting  officer,  the  company  to  I* 
filled  by  the  16th.  Two  recruiting  offices  were  opened  in  Boston, 
and  in  a  few  days  the  quota  of  156  men  was  complete.  On  the  23d 
the  command  went  into  camp  at  Lynnfield,  remaining  there  for  a 
few  days  when  it  was  transferred  to  Camp  Stanton  at  Boxford. 
where  on  the  9th  of  September,  it  was  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  by  Lieutenant  Elder.  Captain  Sleeper,  promoted  from 
a  lieutenancy  in  the  First  Battery,  arrived  on  the  29th  and  took  com- 
mand, the  roster  of  officers  being  as  follows: — 

Captain,  J.  Henry  Sleeper;  first  lieutenants,  Henry  H.  Graugor  and  J. 
Webb  Adams,  all  of  Boston;  second  lieutenants,  Asa  Smith  of  Ipswich 
and  Thomas  R.  Armitage  of  Charlestown;  first  sergeant,  Otis  Har- 
rington of  Brookline;  quartermaster  sergeant,  S.  Augustus  Alden. 

Leaving  Boston  on  the  14th  of  October  with  his  full  complement 
of  men  and  110  horses,  Captain  Sleeper  proceeded  by  way  of  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  to  Fall  River,  taking  the  steamer  State  of  Maine 
thence  to  Jersey  City  and  resumed  cars  for  Washington  via  Phila- 
delphia and  Baltimore,  reaching  the  national  capital  during  the 
night  of  the  loth,  and  going  into  quarters  at  Camp  Barry  hear  the 
Bladensburg  Toll  Gate  on  the  17th.  Here  the  organization  was 
completed  and  the  command  drilled  during  the  remainder  of  the 
fall,  receiving  their  armament  of  six  three-inch  rifled  Rodman  iruns 
on  the  17th  of  December. 

Marching  orders  were  received  on  the  26th,  and  the  following  morn- 
ing the  command  set  out  by  easy  movements  for  Poolesville.  which 
was  reached  on  the  28th,  the  battery  going  into  camp  in  the  vicinitv 
of  the  Thirty-ninth  Massachusetts  and  Fourteenth  New  Hampshire 
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p  was  then  broken  and  the  Tenth  accompanied  the  Third 
as  part  of  the  .  left  column  in  the  movement 'against  the 
s  position  at  Kelly's  Ford,  while  the  right  wing  of  the  army 
d  the  outposts  at  Rappahannock  Station.    The  river  was 
1  about  noon,  and  soon  after  the  battery  was  placed  to  coin- 
he  village  of  Kellysville  and  the  vicinity.    It  soon  became 
J,  not  only  driving  back  a  Confederate  battery  which  opened 
but  rendering  good  service  in  the  general  fighting  which  en- 
:e  Union  troops  crossing  the  river  in  force  and  advancing  next 
Brandy  Station,  near  which  the  corps  halted  and  the  battery 
to  camp,  the  enemy  having  fallen  back  across  the  Rapidan. 
)attcry  took  part  in  the  Mine  Run  expedition,  leaving  camp 
i  the  morning  of  the  20th,  reaching  Robertson's  Tavern 
jou  of  the  28th,  going  into  position  with  its  corps  in  front 
nemv  at  Mine  Run,  and  opening  with  its  guns  at  the  time 
)d  for  the  general  assault,     lint  the  attack  Avas  not  made, 
)  the  other  troops  the  Tenth  returned  to  the  old  camp  near 
Station,  having  suffered  greatly  from  the  severe  cold  and 
r  hardships  of  the  march.    In  this  camp  the  winter  passed. 

•  since  joining  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  the  Tenth  had 

•  nected  with  the  First  division  of  the  Third  Corps,  General 
mimanding.   In  preparation  for  the  spring  campaign  of  1804 

was  consolidated  to  three  corps,  the  Third  being  abolished, 
•r  that  arrangement  the  battery  found  itself  attached  to  Gen- 
cock's  Second  Corps,  of  which  General  Birnev's  command 
he  Third  Division,  and  Captain  Sleeper  elected  to  follow 
nes  of  his  division  commander  in  the  new  organization. 
:  the  winter  some  changes  had  occurred  in  the  company, 

a  number  of  new  recruits  had  been  received.    First  Ser- 
rrington  had  died  of  disease  at  Washington  July  30,  1^03, 
Pierce  of  P>  rook  line  succeeding  to  the  otlice:  Lieutenant 

resigned  February  0,  1804,  and  Quartermaster  Sergeant 
10.  Kollins  was  promoted  to  the  vacancy,  the  latter  being 
icceeded  by  W.  II.  Fit/.patriek  of  Boston.    On  the  8th  of 

ng  to  the  consolidation,  the  camp  of  the  Tenth  was  changed 

evensburg,  and  on  the  2 2d  part  was  taken  in  the  general 

the  army  by  General  Grant. 

rehing  orders  opening  the  campaign  of  1804  came  on  the 
.  and  at  8  o'clock  that  evening  the  battery  moved  out  some 


Digitized  by  Google 


MASSACHUSETTS  IV  THE  WAR. 


passing  through  the  city  toward  Williamsport.  General  French 
touk  temporary  command  of  Hie  corps,  and  Captain  Sleeper  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  corps  supply  train.  Without  being  engaged, 
or  taking  any  prominent  part,  the  battery  marched  to  Williamsport. 
shared  in  the  disappointment  at  the  escape  of  the  Confederates: 
then  turned  down  the  l  iver,  crossing  into  Virginia  at  Harper's  Fi  rry 
on  the  19th  and  making  its  way  southward  as  the  army  moved. 

The  Third  Corps,  the  Tenth  Battery  included,  was  thrown  into 
position  at  Manassas  (Jap  on  the  23d,  in  the  expectation  of  a  battle- 
but  it  proved  that  only  a  small  force  of  the  enemy  had  been  posted 
there.  They  withdrew  during  the  inglit  and  the  Federal  column 
resumed  its  inarch  next  day,  finally  halting  near  Warrenton,  the 
battery  accompanying  the  corps  on  the  81st  to  Sulphur  Springs, 
where  a  camp  was  established  near  the  Rappahannock  and  occupied 
till  the  middle  of  September.  Then  a  forward  movement  began  on 
the  loth,  the  Union  army  crossed  the  Rappahannock  and  on  the 
17th  the  battery  came  to  a  halt  near  Culpeper,  where  another  sea- 
son of  inactivity  ensued.  On  the  10th  of  October  it  was  suddenly 
ordered  into  line  of  battle,  owing  to  the  movements  of  the  Confede- 
rate army,  and  the  following  day  began  the  northward  movement 
which  resulted  from  the  maneuvering  of  the  two  armies, — that  of 
Lee  to  get  between  the  Union  army  and  Washington  and  of  Meade 
to  prevent  that  purpose  being  consummated. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  the  Tenth  first  went  into  action  <m 
the  13th  near  the  little  hamlet  of  Auburn.  As  the  head  of  the 
column  approached  the  place  it  was  fired  upon  from  the  woods  near 
the  highway,  and  the  battery,  being  the  one  nearest  the  seem*.  w;is 
hurried  into  position  to  rake  the  forest  with  canister.  A  few  rounds 
drove  the  small  force  of  the  enemy — a  part  of  Stuart's  cavalry  — 
from  the  scene,  and  the  march  was  resumed,  the  Tenth  having  lost 
two  men  severely  wounded.  The  fortifications  about  Centerville 
were  reached  and  occupied  by  the  Union  army  next  day.  realizing 
which.  (leneral  Lee  began  to  retire,  and  after  waiting  till  satisfied 
of  the  fact,  Ceue.al  Meade  followed  on  the  19th,  but  not  very 
rapidly,  as  the  Southern  army  had  destroyed  the  railroad  while-  in 
their  possession,  and  it  had  to  he  repaired  as  the  Federal  troops  ad- 
vanced, to  furnish  a  means  of  communication  with  the  base  of  sii im- 
plies at  Alexandria.  The  battery  reached  Catletfs  Station  on  the 
•21st  and  went  into  camp  there  till  November  7. 
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days,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  moved  southward,  its 
forming  the  rear  of  the  army.    The  Pamunkey  was  crossed 
3  28th,  and  on  the  30th  the  battery  went  into  position  at 
s  Farm,  losing  one  mini  killed  by  a  sharpshooter.    For  two 
his  position  was  held  with  considerable  activity  on  the  part  of 
ns,  when  the  order  was  received  to  set  out  for  Cold  Harbor, 
battery,  after  a  hard  night's  march,  reached  the  left  of  the 
lines  during  the  forenoon  of  June  2,  and  after  waiting  some 
>r  orders  relieved  a  New  Jersey  battery,  the  movement  being 
under  fire  and  the  Tenth  becoming  immediately  engaged, 
lark  the  guns  were  advanced  to  the  front  line  of  works,  oc- 
by  Gibbon's  Division,  and  soon  after  half-past  4  the  next 
ig  the  right  piece  was  fired  as  the  signal  for  the  assault  upon 
my's  work.    The  general  attaek  and  the  repulse  were  over  in 
linutes,  but  the  artillery  did  not  cease,  the  Tenth  firing  all  the 
>n,  expending  all  their  ammunition  and  using  that  of  another 
.    Their  guns  also  joined  in  the  repulse  of  the  night  attacks 
>y  the  Confederates,  and  next  morning  were  ordered  still 
to  the  front  and  left;  where  behind  strong  defenses  at  the 
»f  the  works  the  battery  was  located  nearer  to  the  hostile 
an  any  other  Federal  artillery.    This  position  was  held  with- 
jalty  during  the  rest  of  the  time  spent  before  Cold  Harbor, 
riquet  of  " Saucy  Battery"  being  bestowed  upon  the  Tenth 
untof  its  location  and  the  zest  with  which  it  improved  every 
nitv  to  make  its  mettle  felt. 

narch  to  the  left  was  resumed  on  the  night  of  the  12th,  and 
be  afternoon  of  the  loth  the  James  river  was  crossed  at 
Landing  on  the  YVinnissimmet,  formerly  a  Boston  and  Chcl- 
•y-boat  which  many  of  the  men  quickly  recognized.  The 
g  evening  the  Tenth  went  into  battery  in  front  of  Peters- 
id  during  the  17th,  by  direction  of  General  Birncy,  fired 
;  the  first  shells  thrown  into  the  city.  From  time  to  time 
i  were  moved  to  the  front  till  during  the  night  of  the  10th 
•e  placed  on  a  hillside  within  2o0  yards  of  the  enemy's  works 
-  critical  situation  owing  to  the  incessant  sharpshooting. 

this  point  they  were  withdrawn  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
.1  soon  after  moved  westward  toward  the  Jerusalem  road, 

i  the  afternoon  of  the  22d  the  Confederates  penetrated  be- 
ie  Second  and  Sixth  Corps  and  inliicted  considerable  loss 
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four  miles  and  parked.  During  the  4th  the  Rapidan  was  crossed  at 
Ely's  Ford  by  the  Second  Corps,  and  that  night  bivouac  was  made 
on  the  Chancellorsville  battle-field.  Todd's  Tavern  was  reached 
before  noon  of  the  5th,  and  the  corps  was  resting  there  when  it  was 
summoned  back  to  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  The  battery  took 
position  near  the  crossing  of  the  Brock  and  Orange  Plank  roads, 
on  what  was  known  as  Poplar  Neck  Ridge,  about  the  only  point  in 
Hancock's  lines  where  artillery  could  be  placed,  save  at  the  plank 
road  itself.  Its  position  was  changed  several  times  within  the  nar- 
row limits  possible,  but  it  was  only  once  slightly  engaged.  During 
the  forenoon  of  the  6th  a  hostile  battery  suddenly  opened  fire  from 
the  edge  of  the  woods  opposite,  which  the  Tenth  returned  so  vigor- 
ously as  to  dismount  one  gun  and  drive  the  rest  out  of  position. 

The  battery  accompanied  the  Second  Corps  to  Spottsylvania  and 
was  called  upon  for  active  work  in  connection  with  the  retreat  of 
the  corps  from  the  south  side  of  the  river  Po  on  the  10th.  Having 
itself  returned  from  the  other  side,  it  was  put  in  position  to  assist 
in  covering  the  withdrawal  of  General  Barlow's  Division,  though 
unable  to  render  very  effective  service  owing  to  the  close  quarters 
at  which  the  engagement  across  the  river  was  being  fought.  It  was. 
however,  under  severe  fire,  and  in  addition  to  several  horses  had  one 
man  killed  and  two  wounded.  During  the  night  of  the  11th  the 
battery  spent  much  of  the  time  making  its  tedious  way  through 
darkness  and  mud  to  the  Brown  House,  but  did  not  take  part  in  the 
conflict  at  "the  Angle,"  though  under  fire,  losing  one  man  wounded 
and  moving  from  point  to  point  during  the  day  in  the  heavy  rain. 
Next  day  the  drivers  brought  off  a  gun  and  five  caissons  which  had 
been  captured  by  General  Hancock. 

From  that  time  till  the  20th,  the  battery  was  in  motion  every  day 
and  picked  its  way  over  much  of  the  region  to  the  left  of  the  Brown 
House,  to  which  point  it  generally  returned;  but  it  was  not  further 
engaged.  At  this  time,  in  common  with  the  other  light  batteries 
of  the  army,  it  was  reduced  to  four  guns,  the  pieces  of  the  center 
section  being  "turned  in."  On  the  evening  of  the  -0th  the  south- 
ward march  was  resumed,  the  North  Anna  being  reached  on  the 
22d.  The  Tenth  at  once  went  into  battery  at  a  favorable  poiut  over- 
looking the  river  and  joined  in  an  artillery  duel  with  a  Confederate 
bat  (cry,  blowing  up  :i  limber  chest  and  driving  away  the  guns.  Late 
on  the  20d  the  Tenth  crossed  the  river  under  fire,  remaining  there 
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i  and  Mott's  Divisions  of  the  Second  Corps  were  to  make 
attempt  to  extend  the  Union  lines  to  the  left,  and  on  the 
*  column  moved  to  Globe  Tavern  on  the  Weldon  Railroad, 
ich  on  the  '27th  it  pushed  to  the  southwest  till  the  Boyd- 
ink  road  was  reached,  near  the  junction  of  the  Dabney's 
i.  Here  the  Tenth  halted,  the  skirmishers  having  encount- 
enemy  ;  but  in  a  short  time  Lieutenant  Granger,  command- 
ic  absence  of  Captain  Sleeper,  was  ordered  into  action,  tak- 
tion  near  the  junction  of  the  White  Oak  road  a  half-mile 
There  it  confronted  Confederates  with  artillery  located  to 
,up  the  White  Oak  road  ;  but  just  then  a  force  of  the  enemy 
i  making  for  the  Union  right.  Hank  and  threatening  the 
ver  Hatcher's  Run.  The  center  section  under  Lieutenant 
as  sent  to  pay  attention  to  this  force  and  soon  expended  its 
?  ammunition,  when  it  was  ordered  by  General  Egan  to  re- 
ring  withdrawn  his  guns  Lieutenant  Smith  reported  the  fact 
ttery  commander,  when  he  was  struck  down  by  a  mortal 
om  which  he  died  on  the  -Oth. 

mean  time  the  four  guns  had  been  assailed  in  the  rear  by 
Confederate  force  which  threatened  to  cut  them  oiT 
r.    Almost  surrounded,  (lie  unshrinking  gunners  fired  to 
md  then  to  the  flank  till  their  ammunition  was  exhausted, 
utenant  Granger  took  the  responsibility  of  attempting  to 
his  guns  and  save  them  from  capture.    This  he  succeeded 
reaching  the  caissons  and  securing  a  fresh  supply  of  am- 
when  the  battery  again  took  position,  under  artillery  (ire 
t  was  not  allowed  to  respond.    At  this  time  Lieutenant 
as  mortally  wounded,  dying  on  the  30th,  and  the  corn- 
left  without  a  commissioned  otlicer,  Lieutenant  Smith  of 
.  Kmirth  United  States  Artillery,  being  detailed  to  take 
command,    dust  before  midnight  the  company  withdrew 
eld,  having,  in  addition  to  the  two  officers,  lost  one  man 
two  wounded,  seven  horses  and  one  gun  disabled.  The 
urned  to  Globe  Tavern  that  night,  the  following  day  to 
i|>,  and  on  the  29th  quarters  were  taken  in  Fort  Steven- 
section  was  presently  detached  to  Fort  BlaisuVll,  near  by, 
lis  disposition  some  time  was  passed  uneventfully.  Cup- 
r.  who  had  received  the  brevet  of  major,  returned  to  the 
f  the  batters.    Lieutenant  Adams,  who  had  been  on  de- 
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upon  the  former.  The  battery  was  in  the  reserve  line,  and  awaited 
an  attack,  but  the  Confederates  were  satisfied  with  the  partial  suc- 
cess they  had  attained,  and  a  period  of  comparative  inaction  fol- 
lowed. Some  two  weeks  later  the  batterv  moved  back  toward  the 
right,  and  remained  in  reserve  till  the  26th  of  July,  when  it  crossed 
the  Appomattox  and  the  James  on  ponton  bridges,  landing  near 
Deep  Bottom,  taking  part  in  the  engagement,  of  the  next  day,  and 
returning  to  Petersburg  on  the  night  of  the  29th.  The  old  camp 
was  reoccupied  till  August  13,  when  another  movement  was  made 
across  the  Appomattox  at  Point  of  Rocks,  the  Tenth  parking  within 
General  Butler's  lines  near  Bermuda  Hundred  and  taking  no  part 
in  the  operations  across  the  James.  On  the  21st  they  returned  to 
camp,  but  immediately  moved  to  the  left  in  support  of  the  movement 
of  the  Fifth  Corps  against  the  Weldon  Railroad  at  Reams  Station. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  23d  the  Tenth  broke  camp,  crossed 
the  railroad  at  the  station  and  took  position  in  the  works  on  both 
sides  of  the  Dinwiddie  road.  Here  they  remained  till  the  2;~>th. 
when  the  disastrous  engagement  with  the  Confederates  under  (  Gen- 
eral lleth  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  four  guns  of  the  battny, 
after  a  stubborn  fight  in  which  all  the  ammunition  was  exp<nd<>d. 
54  of  the  59  horses  were  killed  or  disabled,  one  caisson  only  bring 
saved,  and  the  command  suffering  a  loss  of  29  men  out  of  less  than 
70  taken  into  action.  Of  that  number,  five  were  killed  or  mortally 
wounded,  19  taken  prisoners,  several  of  whom  died  in  captivity,  and 
four  others  wounded,  including  Captain  Sleeper  severely  in  the  arm. 

After  this  decimation  and  the  loss  of  their  guns,  the  Truth  en- 
camped at  the  rear  till  a  new  outfit  could  be  obtained.  On  the  20th 
of  September,  the  horses  and  equipments  having  been  previously  re- 
ceived, a  detail  went  to  City  Point  and  brought  back  the  new  guns, — 
four  three-inch  Parrotts.  Four  days  later  at  evening  the  command 
went  to  the  front,  relieving  a  battery  of  regulars  and  taking  position 
just  east  of  Fort  Morton,  in  Battery  XIV,  to  the  right  of  the  CY»n- 
fcderatcsalient  blown  up  on  the  30th  of  July.  During  this  month 
and  the  following,  25  recruits  were  received,  and  in  October  the 
Tenth  was  again  made  a  six-gun  battery  by  the  addition  of  two  more 
Parrotts.  During  this  time  its  pieces  remained  in  the  redoubt,  taking- 
an  active  part  in  the  continuous  cannonading  by  day  and  night. 

At  night  of  the  24th  the  batterv  was  relieved  bv  the  Eighth  Ohio, 
and  drew  quietly  to  the  rear,  halting  near  the  Norfolk  Railroad. 
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captaincy,  and  other  promotions  followed  in  order,  First  Ser- 
jeorge  M.  Townsend  being  made  junior  second  lieutenant, 
it  the  middle  of  March  the  Tenth  was  again  reduced  to  a 
n  battery  in  preparation  for  the  spring  campaign ;  but  the 
ent  did  not  begin  till  the  29th,  when  the  guns  were  posted  in 
{  what  had  been  the  lines  of  the  Union  army,  the  Second 
vas  extended  to  the  left  and  began  to  feel  its  way  forward, 
changes  of  position  were  made  by  the  battery,  but  it  was 
the  morning  of  April  2  that  from  the  Boy dt own  road  it 
fire  upon  the  Confederate  works.    As  the  enemy  began 
,  Mott's  Division  pressed  forward  and  soon  had  possession, 
noon  the  battery  passed  through  the  works  and  at  night 
<ed  near  Petersburg.    Next  morning  it  was  oft'  on  the  trail 
^treating  Confederates,  and  from  that  time  till  the  surrender 
panied  the  Second  Corps  in  the  direct  pursuit,  often  opening 
meeting  with  no  serious  resistance.    The  last  shots  were 
sundown  of  the  7th  a  few  miles  beyond  Farmville,  when  two 
jandoned  bv  the  enemv  were  tired  back  to  their  former 
-the  last  shots  fired  by  the  artillery  of  the  Second  Corps, 
the  surrender  of  the  southern  armv  the  hatrerv  marched 

■ 

hirkesville  Junetion  where  it  went  into  camp  on  the  14th, 
g  till  the  2d  of  May.    Then  the  march  was  taken  up  via 
d  and  Fredericksburg  to  Bailey's  Cross  Roads,  near  Wash- 
here  camp  was  established  on  the  13th  and  the  command 
some  two  weeks.    Following  the  grand  review  in  Wash- 
rdcrs  were  received  to  turn  in  the  guns  and  horses;  only 
e  latter  being  of  the  110  that  had  come  from  Massachu- 
ly  three  years  before.    On  the  2d  of  .June  the  command 
for  home,  reaching  there  in  due  time  and  going  into  camp 
's  Island  till  the  14th,  when  the  men  were  paid  and  mus- 
becoming  peaceful  citizens  once  more. 
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tached  service,  also  came  back,  and  Second  Lieutenant  Rollins  was 
advanced  to  junior  first  lieutenant.  Milbrey  Green  of  Dorchester, 
who  had  been  a  lieutenant  for  three  years  in  the  First  Massachusetts 
Battery,  and  Sergeant  George  H.  Day  of  the  Tenth  were  commis- 
sioned second  lieutenants,  thus  filling  the  roster  once  more. 

On  the  8th  of  December  the  command  was  relieved  by  a  New 
York  battery  and  took  the  location  vacated  by  the  latter  near  Poplar 
Spring  Church.  The  next  day  another  movement  to  the  left  was 
begun,  but  after  marching  two  or  three  miles  the  Tenth  halted  in 
the  woods  owing  to  a  storm,  and  after  a  very  uncomfortable  night 
there  returned  to  the  intrenchments,  being  assigned  to  quarters  in 
Forts  Emory  and  Siebert.  This  disposition  continued  till  the  oth 
of  February,  1805,  when  the  battery  was  called  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Adams  (Captain  Sleeper  being  absent  on  leave)  to 
accompany  the  Second  Division,  Second  Corps,  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral Smythe,  which  with  the  Third  Division  moved  out  by  the 
Vaughan  road  to  the  vicinity  of  Hatcher's  Run.  Here  the  batten- 
went  into  position,  the  three  sections  at  different  points,  and  late  in 
the  afternoon  the  Confederates  in  force  attacked  and  attempted  to 
turn  General  Smythc's  right  flank.  The  left  and  center  sections  of 
the  battery  under  command  of  Lieutenants  Adams  and  Green  were 
enabled  to  deliver  an  oblique  and  enfilading  fire  which  was  verv 
effective.  Three  separate  charges  of  Mahone's  Confederate  Division 
were  repulsed  within  an  hour,  during  which  the  two  sections  fired 
nearly  300  rounds  and  received  high  commendation  from  all  sources 
for  the  skill  and  energy  of  the  assistance  rendered.  Three  horses 
were  lost  during  the  battle  but  not  a  man  of  the  company  was 
severely  injured. 

A  severe  storm  set  in  next  day,  and  great  discomfort  resulted,  but 
the  fighting  went  on.  The  Fifth  corps  made  an  attempt  to  extend 
the  Union  lines  to  the  left, but  an  impetuous  attack  threw  the  troofis 
into  disorder,  and  an  attack  upon  the  Second  Corps  followed,  but 
was  repulsed.  The  Union  lines  were  then  extended  and  fortified 
from  Fort  Gregg  to  Hatcher's  Run,  and  some  600  yards  to  the  rear 
of  the  spot  where  it  had  done  such  valiant  service  a  fortification 
known  as  "  Battery  E'*  was  erected  for  the  special  occupancv  ox 
the  Tenth.  A" cry  complete  quarters  were  at  once  constructed,  and 
occupied  for  .several  weeks.  Captain  Sleeper  resigned  and  badv^ 
adieu  to  his  command  on  the  27th,  Lieutenant  Adams  was  promoted 
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captaincy,  and  other  promotions  followed  in  order.  First  Ser- 
George  M.  Townsend  being  made  junior  second  lieutenant, 
it  the  middle  of  March  the  Tenth  was  again  reduced  to  a 
n  battery  in  preparation  for  the  spring  campaign;  hut  the 
ent  did  not  begin  till  the  29th,  when  the  guns  were  posted  in 

what  had  been  the  lines  of  the  Union  army,  the  Second 
.'as  extended  to  the  left  and  began  to  feel  its  way  forward, 
changes  of  position  were  made  by  the  battery,  hut  it  was 

the  morning  of  April  2  that  from  the  Boydtown  road  it 
fire  upon  the  Confederate  works.    As  the  enemy  began 

Mott's  Division  pressed  forward  and  soon  had  possession, 
toon  the  battery  passed  through  the  works  and  at  night 
ed  near  Petersburg.  Next  morning  it  was  off  on  the  trail 
heating  Confederates,  and  from  that  time  till  the  surrender 
ianied  the  Second  Corps  in  the  direct  pursuit,  often  opening 
meeting  with  no  serious  resistance.  The  last  shots  were 
undown  of  the  7th  a  few  miles  beyond  Farmville,  when  two 
andoned  by  the  enemy  were  fired  back  to  their  former 
the  last  shots  fired  by  the  artillery  of  the  Second  Corps, 
he  surrender  of  the  southern  army  the  battery  marched 
urkesvillc  Junction  where  it  went  into  cam})  on  the  14th, 
r  till  the  2d  of  Mav.  Then  the  march  was  taken  up  via 
\  and  Fredericksburg  to  Bailey's  Cross  Roads,  near  Wash- 
lere  camp  was  established  on  the  13th  and  the  command 
some  two  weeks.  Following  the  grand  review  in  Wash- 
lers  were  received  to  turn  in  the  guns  and  horses:  only 

latter  being  of  the  110  that  had  come  from  Massachu- 
y  three  years  before.  On  the  2d  of  June  the  command 
or  home,  reaching  there  in  due  time  and  going  into  camp 
*  Island  till  the  14th,  when  the  men  were  paid  and  liuis- 
>ecoming  peaceful  citizens  once  more. 


THE  ELEVENTH  BATTERY. 


THE  Eleventh  Light  Battery  was  the  only  artillery  organization 
sent  forth  under  the  nine-months'  call.  It  was  recruited  in 
and  about  Boston,  organizing  at  Camp  Meigs,  Read  vi lie.  aim 
was  mustered  into  service  on  the  25th  of  August.  l8o2,  with  this 
list  of  officers : — 

Captain,  Edward  J.  Jones;  first  lieutenants.  Lucius  Cummings  ano 
Isaac  Pierce,  all  of  Boston;  second  lieutenants,  Edward  P.  Morrill  of 
Boston  and  John  P.  Sawin  of  Roxbury;  sergeant  major,  George  \Y. 
Booth  of  Watertown;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Frederick  M.  Marsh 

Boston. 

Leaving  camp  on  the  3d  of  October,  the  company  reported  to 
Washington  for  orders  and  was  at  first  sent  to  General  Casey's 
Division  and  stationed  at  Camp  Barry  near  Bladensburg  Toll  Gate. 
I).  C.  On  the  19th  of  November  it  was  assigned  to  General  Aher- 
crombie's  command  at  Hall's  Hill.  Va.,  where  it  was  stationed  till 
the  28th,  when  it  reported  to  Colonel  Randall,  commanding  the 
Third  Vermont  Brigade  at  Fairfax  Station.  The  following  dav  the 
brigade  advanced  to  Union  Mills,  picketing  the  line  from  Wolf  Run 
Shoals  to  Centerville.  Colonel  Randall  was  soon  relieved  in  the 
command  by  Colonel  P'Ctassy,  and  the  latter  on  the  1st  of  Febru- 
ary, lSu'o,  by  General  Alexander  Hays.  During  the  winter,  the 
brigade  having  no  cavalry  attachment,  the  company,  in  connection 
with  the  Kevstone  Batten,  frequently  acted  as  cavalrv,  scouting 
through  the  surrounding  country.  The  troops  being  increased  in 
number  after  General  Hays  took  command,  the  Eleventh  were  as- 
signed to  duty  as  garrison  of  the  two  principal  forts  on  Centerville 
Hights,  but  still  continued  to  furnish  details  for  scouting  ami  re- 
connoitering. 

The  command  was  relieved  by  Captain  Sleep's  Tenth  Battery 
on  the  LSth  of  April,  and  reported  for  service  at  Upton's  Hill  where 
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incd  in  garrison  at  Forts  Ramsey  and  Buffalo  till  the  23d  of 
hen  it  reported  to  Brigadier  (General  Carry  at  Washington, 
over  the  government  property  and  set  forth  for  Massachu- 
Dt  having  lost  a  man  from  any  cause  during  its  nine  months 
ee.  Boston  was  reached  on  the  28th,  and  the  day  following 
-cry  was  mustered  out  of  the  national  service,  resuming  its 
i  as  a  portion  of  the  First  Division  of  Massachusetts  Militia. 

THE  TH I!  EE— YEARS'  TERM. 

ig  the  winter  of  18<>#-4  the  battery  was  reorganized  and 
tor  three  years,  again  occupying  Camp  Meigs  for  the  pur- 
t  was  mustered  on  the  2d  of  January,  1804,  with  the  fol- 

•oster  of  officers: — 

in,  Edward  J.  Jones  of  Boston:  first  lieutenants,  Edward  P. 
>f  Boston  and  George  \Y.  Booth  of  Cambridge:  second  lieu- 
William  Woodsum  of  Boston  and  George  \Y.  Sanborn  of 
awn;  quartermaster  sergeant,  George  T.  Breed  of  Boston; 
rant,  Edward  E.  Souther  of  Chelsea. 

unmand  left  Readville  on  the  5th  of  February  for  Washing- 
re  it  went  into  camp  till  the  9th  of  April,  when  it  was  as- 

0  the  Ninth  Corps,  then  reorganizing  at  Baltimore,  being 
to  the  Second  Division.    Passing  through  Washington  on 

.  the  battery  thenceforth  shared  the  fortunes  of  the  corps 
it  was  attached,  taking  part  in  all  its  engagements.  At 
una  it  was  attached  to  General  Hancock's  command  while 
u  there  was  in  progress,  and  during  the  siege  of  Petersburg 
thful  and  arduous  work  from  the  beginning  to  the  close, 
ltios  were  few.  Two  men  were  killed  and  three  wounded 
ll'th  to  the  22d  of  June,  three  more  were  wounded  during 

1  in  August  Lieutenant  Woodsum  received  a  disabling 
■oni  the  effects  of  which  he  resigned  five  months  later, 

Souther  being  promoted.    Lieutenant  Morrill  was  dis- 
krptembcr  5  on  account  of  disability  and  was  succeeded  by 
Littlefield  of  Roxbury. 

tery  reported  to  General  Warren  commanding  the  Fifth 
the  10th  of  August,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  for  the 
i  of  the  Weldon  Railroad  on  the  21st  and  22d,  being  with 
Massachusetts  Cavalry  on  the  left  of  the  Federal  line, 
time  forward  it  was  faithfully* in  the  front  lines  before 
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Petersburg,  shifting  its  position  occasionally,  the  opening  of  the 
final  struggle  finding  it  located  in  Fort  McGilvrey  and  Battery  V, 
between  the  City  Point  Railroad  and  the  Appomattox  river.  After 
dark  of  the  24th  of  March,  18G5,  the  command  was  relieved  for 
three  days'  rest  and  retired  to  Fort  Gibbon  or  Friend,  a  small  work 
some  500  or  600  yards  to  the  rear.  Before  daylight  of  the  follow- 
ing morning  Captain  Jones  became  aware  that  the  enemy  had  pen- 
etrated the  Union  lines,  and  with  the  first  light  saw  a  body  of  them 
moving  against  Fort  Haskell,  upon  whom  he  at  once  opened  with 
his  full  battery  of  three-inch  rifled  guns.  A  line  of  skirmishers 
moving  toward  his  own  position  was  also  held  in  check  by  discharges 
of  cannister  till  infantry  were  in  readiness  to  drive  it  back.  The 
conduct  of  the  battery  was  warmly  commended  bv  Colonel  Tidball, 
commanding  the  Ninth  Corps  artillery,  in  his  report  of  the  aflair. 

After  the  fall  of  Petersburg  the  Eleventh  was  the  first  of  three 
batteries  from  the  corps  selected  to  follow  the  retreating  Confeder- 
ates, and  upon  the  surrender  at  Appomattox  it  was  detailed  with 
others  to  take  charge  of  the  surrendered  cannon.  After  the  return 
of  the  victorious  Union  armies  to  Washington  the  light  artillery 
were  among  the  first  troops  ordered  out  of  service,  and  this  com- 
mand, having  returned  to  Massachusetts  a  few  days  previous,  was 
mustered  out  at  Readville  on  the  lb'th  of  June. 
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V)  Twelfth  Light  Battery  was  recruited  at  Camp  Meigs,  Read- 
ille.  (lurinc  the  autumn  and  earlv  winter  of  1802,  the  mus- 
ering  of  detachments  beginning  late  in  October  of  that  year 
tinning  at  intervals  till  the  command  was  filled.    About  the 
the  year  it  received  orders  to  join  the  forces  of  General 
t  New  Orleans,  and  on  the  3d. of  January,  18<>3,  sailed  on  the 
t  ship  E.  Wilder  Farley.    Its  officers  were  as  follows : — 

in,  Jacob  Miller  of  Brooklinc;  first  lieutenants.  Joseph  K. 
1  Kdwin  M.  Chamberlain,  both  of  Boston;  second  lieutenant, 
W.  Weeberof  Boston;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Philip  N.  Ham- 
Quebec;  first  sergeant,  John  M.  Campbell  of  Boston. 

oyago  lasted  a  month,  owing  to  storms  and  delays,  and  the 
d  landed  at  New  Orleans  February  3,  being  quartered  at 
;t  u bles  till  near  the  end  of  the  month,  when  it  was  removed 

Rouge,  equipped  with  field  pieces  and  took  position  in  the 

of  that  city.  A  month  was  passed  there  when  the  com- 
urned  to  New  Orleans  and  was  quartered  on  the  Race 
ind  on  the  8th  of  April  was  mounted  and  equipped  as  a 
oimnand.  This  arrangement  only  lasted  till  the  17th,  how- 
'ii  the  horses  were  turned  over  and  the  battery  was  ordered 
i'ar  City  and  was  for  some  five  weeks  engaged  in  the  de- 
transports  moving  to  and  from  that  station.    On  the  23d 

returned  to  New  Orleans,  making  its  quarters  at  Bernard's 
.vhere  it  was  again  supplied  with  guns  and  equipped  as  a 
tery.    Early  in  June  Lieutenant  Chamberlain  with  a  de- 

of  men  was  ordered  to  Fort  Banks,  and  he  was  in  com* 
the  post  during  his  stay;  but  on  the  11A  of  July  he  was 
•:ick  to  the  battery,  which  was  then  stationed  at  the  Canal, 
ehmeiits  which  had  been  at  Port  Hudson  during  the  siege 
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returned  to  the  main  body  about  tlio  same  time.  Acrain  the  battery 
returned  to  New  Orleans  September  '20,  being  stationed  at  Tivol: 
Circle,  but  on  the  loth  of  October  went  up  the  river  to  Port  Hud- 
son. During  this  time  Lieutenants  Salla  and  Weeber  had  been  di>- 
misscd  and  Sergeant  Hammond  promoted  to  a  second  lieutenancy, 
and  the  following  winter  he  was  advanced  to  first  lieutenant,  while 
Sergeants  Campbell  and  Norton  S.  Salisbury  of  Wrentham  were 
made  second  lieutenants. 

The  long  stay  of  the  battery  at  Port  Hudson  was  marked  by  n  > 
event  of  great  importance;  detachments  frequently  went  out  <>ti 
foraging  expeditions,  reconnaissances  and  the  like,  but  met  in*  ra.su- 
altics.  The  most  important  of  these  was  on  the  6*th  of  May,  lst'»4. 
when  the  command  accompanied  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  one  «>f 
cavalry  to  drive  back  a  force  of  the  enemy  which  had  advance'.! 
within  six  miles  of  Port  Hudson.  The  purpose  was  easily  accom- 
plished by  Colonel  Fundy.  commanding  the  expedition.  Twenty-five 
men  of  the  Twelfth  were  mounted  and  detailed  as  cavalry  to  kcej. 
the  vicinity  clear  of  guerrillas,  during  the  summer;  there  wen- 
other  like  details,  and  many  duties  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  command, 
more  or  less  trying  in  their  nature,  all  of  which  were  faithfully  per- 
formed; but  except  a  few  skirmishes  and  the  part  taken  by  its  de- 
tachment at  Port  Hudson  during  the  siege,  the  battery  was  in  n-> 
engagement.  It  was  mustered  out  July  '2r>,  LSo'o.  It  should  lie 
said  regarding  the  large  number  of  desertions  from  this  organiza- 
tion that  a  part  of  the  company  was  recruited  by  brokers,  who 
naturally  gathered  the  most  worthless  material.  In  this  command, 
as  in  others,  the  brave  men  who  enlisted  from  patriotic  motives  and 
faithfully  served  their  country  should  not  and  will  not  sutler  tor 
the  faithlessness  and  worthlessness  of  others. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  THIRTEENTH  BATTERY 


IE  Thirteenth  Light  Battery  was  enlisted  during  the  fall  and 
early  winter  of  18G2,  its  rendezvous  being  at  Camp  Meigs, 
Readville.    The  enlisted  men  were  mustered  at  various  times, 

1  commissions  of  the  officers  with  one  or  two  exceptions  bore 

2  M  of  November.  The  roster  at  the  time  of  entering  the 
was  as  follows : — 

in.  Charles  H.  J.  ITamlin  of  Charlestown;  first  lieutenants, 
v  W.  Terry  of  New  Bedford  and  Ellis  L.  Motte  of  Boston; 
ietitenants,  Bobert  C.  Nichols  of  Boston  and  Charles  B.  Slack 
on:  quartermaster  sergeant,  Benjamin  F.  lliggius  of  Tops- 
■st  sergeant,  George  B.  Hall  of  Boston. 

ommand  received  orders  to  report  to  New  Orleans,  and  left 
he  20th  of  January,  1863,  by  the  sailing  transport  He  Witt 
After  encountering  a  succession  of  heavy  gales,  the  ship 
t  Fortress  Monroe  about  the  8th  of  February,  the  battery 
isf:  some  60  of  its  horses  from  the  rough  treatment  to  which 
been  subjected  during  the  storms  and  the  lack  of  suitable 
for  their  comfort.    The  command  was  then  disembarked 
ined  for  some  six  weeks  in  camp  at  Camp  Hamilton,  near 
.  when  it  once  more  set  sail  and  after  a  long  voyage,  ag- 
l»y  calms  and  other  delays,  reached  New  Orleans  on  the 
a  v  and  was  quartered  at  the  Apollo  Stables  Barracks.  Re- 
e  obtained  from  those  regiments  in  the  vicinity  whose  time 
r  expired,  bringing  the  company  up  to  its  standard  in  iium- 
it  remained  encamped  at  the  Stables  till  early  in  June,  a 
it  of  40  men  under  Lieutenant  Terry  being  for  a  portion 
ic  posted  at  Fort  Banks,  eight  miles  above  on  the  right 
ic  Mississippi.    This  detachment  was  recalled  on  the  4th 
nd  the  day  following  the  company,  having  turned  oyer 
to  the  Twelfth  Massachusetts  Battery,  sailed  on  the 
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steamer  Anglo-American  for  Springfield  Landing,  whence  the  day 
subsequent  it  marched  to  the  head-quarters  of  General  Banks  before 
Port  Hudson.  Next  day  the  company  was  divided  into  two  win?s. 
each  of  which  took  charge  of  four  siege  mortars,  the  right  half 
under  Captain  Hamlin  being  stationed  near  the  left  center  of  the 
lines  of  investment,  while  the  left  wing  under  Lieutenant  Terry  took 
position  at  the  extreme  right.  For  31  days  the  fire  of  the  mortars  was 
maintained,  till  the  surrender  of  the  city,  when  the  command  was  re- 
united and  went  into  camp  inside  the  lately  hostile  works.  Here  tin- 
men suffered  severely  from  sickness,  so  that  when  ordered  to  a  new 
field  of  duty  the  company  had  no  more  than  50  able-bodied  members. 

Captain  Hainlin  was  ordered  to  Boston  on  detached  duty  August 
27,  and  Lieutenant  Terry  resigning  soon  after,  the  battery  was  left 
in  command  of  First  Lieutenant  Motte.    To  fill  the  vacant  lieuten- 
ancy those  in  commission  were  advanced  one  step,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant Nichols  being  made  first  and  a  vacancy  remaining  at  the  foot 
of  the  list.    The  command  was  ordered  to  New  Orleans  on  the  31>t. 
reaching  which  place  its  history  as  a  separate  organization  suffer? 
a  lapse  of  several  months,  the  enlisted  men  being  attached  to  tin- 
Second  Massachusetts  Battery,  Captain  Nims,  while  the  commis- 
sioned officers  were  assigned  to  duty  in  various  directions.    As  an 
auxiliary  of  Nims's  command,  the  men  took  part  in  the  Bayou  Teche 
expedition  from  September  19  to  November  18,  when  camp  was 
pitched  at  New  Iberia,  whence  on  the  8th  of  January,  l«t)4.  the 
command  went  into  winter  quarters  at  Franklin.    Ninis's  Battery 
having  been  recruited,  the  men  of  the  Thirteenth  were  on  the  17th  of 
February  transferred  to  the  Sixth  Massachusetts,  Captain  Phelps, 
and  again  on  the  0th  of  March  to  Battery  L,  First  United  Stau-> 
Artillery. 

With  the  latter  command  they  marched  on  the  loth  to  take  par: 
in  the  Red  River  expedition  under  General  Banks,  its  first  entrap 
ment  with  the  enemy  being  at  Pleasant  Hill  April  9,  where  four  men 
of  the  battery  were  wounded  and  one  was  made  prisoner.  Ten  d;iy> 
later  i(  was  again  engaged  at  Cane  River  Crossing,  and  on  the  loth 
of  May  at  Marksville  Plains.  On  the  29th  of  June  it  unee  more 
reached  New  Orleans  and  went  into  quarters  at  Apollo  Stabh-s. 
.  Captain  Hamlin  having  returned  to  Louisiana,  the  command  re- 
ported to  him  at  Greeneville,  July  1.  where  it  was  furnished  with 
four  guns,  horses  and  equipments,  and  became  once  more  an  onraui- 
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ivsiimiiiir  drill,  and  two  months  later  changing  location  to 
Parapet,  where  it  remained  for  a  long  time.  During  the  early 
1  mouths  sickness  wrought  havoc  with  the  company,  and 
lied. 

subsequent  history  of  the  organization  is  not  important.  It 
d  in  Louisiana,  performing  such  routine  duties  as  were  as- 
to  it,  but  having  no  part  in  any  engagements  after  the  return 
Red  River  expedition.  Lieutenant  Motte  resigned  on  the 
March,  18<>4,  and  the  vacancy  was  filled  by  advancement, 
Lieutenant  Slack  being  made  first,  and  the  vacant  second 
ncics  were  only  filled  in  the  spring  of  180"),  when  First  Ser- 
hauncey  R.  Sias  of  Boston  and  Sergeant  James  M.  Lincoln 
ton  were  commissioned  to  date  from  the  8th  of  February, 
ery  returned  to  Massachusetts  and  was  mustered  out  July 
.  Captain  Hamlin  beinir  dishonorably  dismissed  the  service 
ollowing.  None  of  its  members  were  killed  in  action,  died 
mds  or  in  Confederate  prisons,  but  it  suffered  severely  from 
is,  losing  thus  nearly  one-third  of  its  total  membership. 
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THE  FOURTEENTH  BATTERY. 


ITE  Fourteenth  Light  Batterv  was  organized  during  the  win- 


ter  of  1863-4  at  the  camp  in  Readville,  most  of  the  officer* 


K  being  commissioned  on  the  25th  of  February  and  the  enlisted 
men  being  mustered  the  27th.  It  left  the  state  on  the  4th  of  April, 
going  first  to  Annapolis  and  thence  to  Washington,  where  it  was 
assigned  to  quarters  at  Camp  Marshall.  The  roster  of  its  officers 
was  as  follows : — 

Captain,  Joseph  W.  B.  Wright  of  Boston;  first  lieutenants,  Saninel 
J.  Bradlee  of  Boston  and  Samuel  Chapin  of  South  Hadley:  second 
lieutenants,  Albert  George  of  Lowell  and  Ephraim  B.  Nye  of  New 
Bedford;  quartermaster  sergeant,  Albert  S.  Walker  of  Boston;  first 
sergeant,  Matthias  J.  Moore  of  Boston. 

No  sooner  was  the  battery  supplied  with  horses  and  trims  than 
without  any  opportunity  for  drill  it  was  ordered  to  the  Ninth  Corps, 
then  on  its  way  under  command  of  General  Burnside  to  join  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  in  the  spring  campaign  against  the  Army  oi 
Northern  Virginia  under  General  Lee.  These  orders  were  receive] 
on  the  25th  of  April,  and  next  morning  the  company  crossed  Lorn: 
Bridge  and  reported  to  General  Stevenson,  commander  of  the  First 
Division,  Ninth  Corps,  to  whose  division  the  batterv  was  attached. 
Rappahannock  Station  was  reached  on  the  30th,  and  the  corps  rested 
there  till  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  under  way,  when  on  the  4ih 
of  May  it  crossed  the  river  in  its  front,  continuing  on  to  the  Rapidan 
which  was  crossed  at  Germania  Ford.  The  corps  halted  near  the 
ford,  and  its  artillery  had  no  part  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness 
which  followed,  but  when  the  Union  arrav  moved  southward  toward 
Spottsylvania,  passing  Chancellors ville,  the  nature  of  the  count rv 
changed,  and  cannon  thenceforward  played  their  usual  part  in  the 
battle  scenes. 
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Fourteenth  delivered  its  first  shots  at  the  enemy  across  the 
V  on  the  10th  and  that  afternoon  crossed  the  river  and  took 
position  which  was  held  till  the  following  morning.  It  was 
Sieved  and  rested  for  a  day,  but  on  the  12th  returned  and 
ter  became  sharply  engaged,  being  under  a  severe  fire  and 
I  to  a  charge  bv  which  it  was  for  a  time  feared  the  guns  would 
ired;  but  the  battery  fought  heroically,  repulsing  the  enemy 
n«r  but  four  men  wounded.  Two  others  were  wounded  later 
ghting  before  Spottsvlvania,  and  on  the  21st  the  command 
l  the  march  toward  the  North  Anna.  That  river  was  reached 
23d  and  next  morning  the  battery  went  into  action,  being 
more  or  less  during  the  four  days  on  which  the  armies  eon- 
L'ach  other  at  that  point.  On  the  withdrawal  of  the  corps 
7th,  the  Fourteenth  with  a  regiment  of  infantry  formed  the 
id  of  the  column.  The  Pamunkey  was  crossed  near  Han- 
rn  the  29th,  nc*  t  day  the  command  moved  to  Totopotomy 
here  it  was  reduced  to  a  complement  of  four  guns,  and  on 
took  position  confronting  the  enemy. 

d  night  of  the  following  day  an  attack  was  made  on  the 
ics  at  that  point,  and  the  battery  had  an  important  part  in 
e,  winning  much  credit,  as  it  also  did  at  Bethesda  Church, 

point  it  moved  on  the  2d  of  June  and  at  once  engaged 
liting  going  on  there  and  which  continued  during  most  of 

ing  day.  The  Ninth  Corps  was  then  drawn  to  the  left, 
>;irt  of  the  line  at  Cold  Harbor,  to  which  point  the  battery 
m  the  4th,  going  to  the  front  and  taking  position  under 
.i  u'th,  from  which  time  till  the  close  of  the  siege  opera- 
ok  an  active  part,  though  meeting  no  fatal  casualties  dur- 

rlris  time. 

vement  toward  the  James  river  began  on  the  evening  of 
A  forced  night's  march  took  the  command  to  Tunstall's 
i  the  Richmond  and  York  River  Railroad,  the  Chicka- 
is  crossed  on  the  14th  and  the  James  on  the  morning  of 
he  battery  encamping  for  a  day  at  Windmill  Point  on  the 
Thence  on  the  lGth,  marching  by  way  of  City  Point, 

0  park  near  Petersburg  that  evening.  The  next  day  it 
y  engaged  from  several  positions,  silencing  an  opposing 

1  blowing  up  one  of  its  caissons.  It  was  not  again  in 
1  the  21st,  when  it  entered  upon  a  four-days'  engagement, 


Digitized  by  Google 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THJ5  WAR. 


having  two  men  killed  and  one  wounded.  On  the  27th  the  battery 
drew  back  to  Prince  George  Court  House,  and  on  the  30th  moved  to 
the  extreme  left  of  the  line  near  the  Weldon  Railroad  and  went  into 
position.  No  engagement  occurred  at  that  point,  and  on  the  2d  ot 
July  the  Fourteenth  withdrew  to  the  Norfolk  Railroad  and  encainped. 

They  went  to  the  front  again  on  the  9th,  and  were  for  eight  days 
constantly  engaged,  with  a  loss  of  but  two  men  wounded,  so  com- 
plete were  the  defenses  against  the  enemy's  fire.  From  that  time 
till  the  close  of  the  month  the  battery  was  stationed  at  various 
points,  and  when  the  preparations  were  made  for  the  explosion  of 
the  mine  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  it  was  designated  as  the  first 
field  artillery  to  follow  the  column  of  assault  as  soon  as  it  should 
have  penetrated  the  enemy's  works.  As  the  works  were  not  earried. 
the  battery  could  not  accomplish  its  assigned  part.  During  tin- 
month  of  August  it  was  in  the  front  lines,  engaging  the  enemy  * 
batteries  on  the  5th  and  21st.  At  the  latter  engagement  it  suffered 
its  most  serious  loss  thus  far,  an  explosion  of  a  Confederate  shell 
in  a  limber  chest  killing  two  men  outright  and  wounding  four,  two 
of  them  mortally.  At  other  times  during  the  month  it  was  at 
various  points  in  the  rear  and  on  other  duty,  being  on  the  1st  <>: 
September  detached  from  the  Ninth  Corps  and  assigned  to  the  Re- 
serve Artillery  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

After  a  month  in  camp  on  the  City  Point  and  Prince  Geortr* 
Court  House  roads  without  notable  experience,  the  battery  was  as- 
signed to  the  Second  Army  Corps  on  the  1st  of  October  and  tin- 
two  sections  were  located  at  different  points  in  the  defenses  for  sonnk 
weeks.  On  the  25th  they  were  changed  to  Fort  Merriam  in  the  de- 
fenses of  City  Point,  where  the  early  part  of  the  winter  passed 
January  15,  18(55,  the  battery  was  assigned  to  the  Sixth  Corps, 
which  had  but  recently  returned  from  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  an«. 
went  into  camp  near  Warren  Station  on  the  Weldon  Railroad,  h 
took  position  in  Fort  Welch,  at  the  extreme  left  of  the  lines  Feb- 
ruary 9,  remaining  there  till  the  15th  of  March,  when  it  was  ordered 
back  to  the  Ninth  Corps,  and  returned  to  Meade's  Station,  the  riirhr 
section  being  placed  in  Battery  X,  a  part  of  Fort  Stedman.  and  v-- 
left  in  Battery  XIV,  near  Fort  Haskell. 

Fort  Stedman  was  surprised  and  captured  on  the  morning  of  ti  - 
25th,  so  suddenly  that  the  section  located  there  had  time  to  fire  i-  i* 
a  single  round,  when  the  Confederates  seized  the  guns  and  captun-i 
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<>f  the  gunners.  Lieutenant  Nye,  commanding  the  section, 
illed  at  his  post,  and  four  of  the  enlisted  men  were  wounded, 
whom  were  among  the  11  captured.  One  of  the  guns  had  been 
c<i  at  the  first  discharge,  while  the  other  was  temporarily 
I  upon  the  startled  Union  soldiers  in  the  vicinity;  hut  at  8 
<  the  fort  was  recaptured  and  the  guns  were  remanned  by  the 
ueers  of  the  Fourteenth.  From  this  time  to  the  close  of  the 
Ic  both  sections  were  active,  especially  during  the  night  of 
»th,  when  another  attack  was  expected,  the  location  of  the 
1  in  Battery  X  being  so  close  to  the  enemy's  line  that  it  could 
the  opposite  works  with  cannister. 

ing  the  sharp  fighting  of  the  1st  and  2d  ot  April  the  bat  ery 
( (1  very  efficient  service.  On  the  morning  of  t  he  'id,  iYters- 
aving  been  evacuated,  the  command  withdrew  from  the  works 
\\t  day  went  into  camp  with  the  Reserve  Artillery  at  City 
There  it  remained  for  a  month,  when  it  inarched  by  way  of 
aid  and  Fredericksburg  to  near  Fairfax  Seminary,  where  it 
»ed  from  the  18th  of  May  to  the  4th  of  June.  The  welcome 
to  return  to  Massachusetts  were  then  received — the  last 
of  the  Fourteenth  -was  made  to  Washington  and  cars  were 
>r  home.  Readville  was  reached  on  the  t>th  and  on  the  loth 
inland  was  mustered  out  of  service,  being  paid  on  the  24th. 


THE  FIFTEENTH  BATTERY. 

THE  Fifteenth  Light  Battery  was  recruited  during  the  winter 
of  1862-3,  partly  in  the  camp  at  Lowell  and  partly  at  Fort 
Warren  in  Boston  Harbor,  for  three  years,  and  was  mus- 
tered into  the  national  service  at  various  dates,  but  principally  ou 
the  17th  of  February,  1863.  This  command  also  was  unfortunate 
in  a  portion  of  its  material,  many  of  the  men  taking  the  first  o}>- 
portunity  to  desert  and  thus  throwing  an  undeserved  stigma  upon  the 
faithful  soldiers  who  remained  true  to  their  enlistment.  Thecompany 
sailed  from  Boston  March  9  in  the  ship  Zouave,  by  wav  of  Fortress 
Monroe  for  New  Orleans,  the  roster  of  officers  being  as  follows: — 

Captain,  Timothy  Pearson  of  Lowell;  first  lieutenants,  James  W. 
Kirk  of  Boston  and  Albert  Rowse  of  Lowell :  second  lieutenants. 
Lorin  L.  Dame  of  Lowell  and  Harry  I).  Littletield  of  Boston;  quar- 
termaster sergeant,  Edward  D.  Morrill  of  Lowell;  first  sergeanr, 
Samuel  Bright  of  Boston. 

New  Orleans  was  reached  April  9  and  the  company  found  quar- 
ters at  the  Apollo  Stables,  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city.  On  the 
20th  of  May,  before  it  had  been  fully  equipped  as  a  battery,  it  was 
directed  to  turn  in  its  horses  and  proceeded  to  Brashear  City ;  but 
after  remaining  there  something  like  a  week  it  was  returned  to  New 
Orleans  and  shortly  after  was  detailed  to  garrison  two  small  forts, 
each  armed  with  four  32-pounder  guns  in  barbette;  one  at  Gentilly 
on  the  Pontchartrain  Railroad  and  the  other  on  an  island  command- 
ing the  bayou  road  to  Lake  Pontchartrain.  In  these  forts,  some 
five  miles  from  the  city,  the  command  passed  the  summer.  Lieu- 
tenants Kirk  and  Littleficld  resigned  on  the  26th  of  September, 
Dame  was  advanced  to  first  lieutenant,  the  vacancies  were  filled  by 
the  promotion  of  Sergeant  Morrill  and  the  commissioning  of  Ser- 
geant Joseph  S.  Grush  of  Lowell  as  second  lieutenants.  From  the 
20th  of  May  to  the  20th  of  the  following  February  the  battery  was 
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anded  by  the  senior  first  lieutenant,  Captain  Pearson  being 
.  On  the  29th  of  December  it  left  the  forts,  and  January 
4,  embarked  on  the  steamer  Kate  Dale,  fitted  with  six  guns 
cd  as  a  gunboat,  taking  part  in  the  expedition  to  Madison- 
ndcr  Colonel  Kimball  of  the  Twelfth  Maine. 
Fifteenth  remained  aboard  the  steamer  till  the  15th  of  Feb- 
when  they  landed  at  Lake  port,  returned  to  New  Orleans,  and 

5th  of  May  removed  to  Terrell's  Press,  where  they  were 
ed  till  the  17th  of  October.  At  that  time  the  command, 
indcr  Lieutenant  Rowse,  took  steamer  up  the  Mississippi  to 
>uth  of  White  river.  Arkansas.  In  that  vicinity,  changing 
everal  times,  the  battery  remained  till  the  7th  of  November, 

ascended  White  river  190  miles  to  Duvali's  Bluff,  remaining 
>r  20  days.  It  then  sailed  to  Memphis,  landed  there  on  the 
hrember  and  staid  till  the  1st  of  January,  18G5.  The  com- 
iving  received  many  recruits,  and  being  above  the  standard 
ibership,  the  surplus  was  shortly  afterward  transferred  to 
th  Massachusetts  Battery.    Kennerville,  La.,  was  reached 

5,  and  at  that  place  the  command  encamped  till  the  13th 
uary,  when  camp  was  changed  to  Greeneville,  and  a  week 
>  battery  embarked  at  Ilikok's  Landing  on  Lake  Pontchar- 
(1  sailed  to  Mobile  Bay,  where  it  remained  three  days,  whence 

Barrancas,  Fla.,  it  reported  to  General  C.  C.  Andrews,  com- 
r  the  Second  Division,  Thirteenth  Corps,  and  was  attached 
vision,  in  preparation  for  the  movement  against  Mobile. 
I i vision  marched  to  Pensacola  March  11,  where  the  force 

neral  Steele  was  assembling,  and  on  the  20th  the  movement 
rd  ))v  the  Escambia  river  began.  The  batten*  with  the  ac- 
ing  troops  arrived  before  Fort  Blakely  on  the  2d  of  April, 

an  active  part  in  the  siege  operations  which  followed,  rc- 
n  the  surrender  of  the  stronghold  on  the  9th.  For  their 
lis  affair  the  battery  and  its  commander,  Lieutenant  Bowse, 
lily  complimented  by  General  Andrews.  On  the  20th  the 
i  accompanied  the  division  on  transports  up  the  Alabama 
Sol  ma,  remained  there  till  the  11th  of  Mav  and  then  re- 
»  Mobile.  The  guns  and  horses  were  '-turned  in"  on  the 
r mie  and  the  command  repaired  to  Fort  Gaines  in  Mobile 
lence  on  the  20th  of  July  it  embarked  for  Massachusetts, 
it  Readville  August  1  and  being  mustered  out  on  the  4th. 
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HE  Sixteenth  Light  Battery  was  the  last  organization  of  that 


arm  of  the  service  to  be  sent  out  by  Massachusetts.    Its  ren- 


*  dezvous  was  at  Camp  Meigs,  Rcadvillc.  where  most  of  the 
men  and  the  officers  were  mustered  on  the  11th  of  March,  1864. 
An  addition  to  bring  the  number  of  men  up  to  the  full  complement 
was  made  on  the  4th  of  April,  and  on  the  17th  orders  were  received 
to  proceed  to  Washington.    The  roster  of  officers  was  as  follows: — 

Captain,  Henry  D.  Scott  of  New  Bedford;  first  lieutenants.  Lewis 
V7.  Osgood  of  Charlestown  and  Philip  T.  VVoodfin,  Jr.,  of  Marble- 
head;  second  lieutenants.  James  McCullum  of  Boston  and  Alonzo  B. 
Langley  of  Brookline;  quartermaster  sergeant,  James  S.  Savage  of 
Boston";  first  sergeant,  Anson  S.  Comee  of  Uardwick. 

Leaving  Massachusetts  April  19,  the  command  reached  Washing- 
ton on  the  21st,  where  by  direction  of  General  Howe,  inspector  of 
artillery,  it  reported  to  Major  James  A.  Hall  at  Camp  Barry. 
About  a  week  later  it  was  supplied  with  three-inch  guns  and  with 
horses  and  equipments,  going  on  the  14th  of  May  to  Fort  Thayer, 
one  of  the  fortifications  to  the  northeast  of  Washington,  located 
near  the  line  of  the  Baltimore,  and  Ohio  Railroad.  Here  it  re- 
mained but  eight  days,  when  it  was  relieved  and  returned  to  Camp 
Barry;  the  horses  and  guns  were  turned  in  a  few  days  later,  and 
on  the  1st  of  June  the  battery  men  reported  at  Fort  Lyon,  southwest 
of  Alexandria,  one  section  going  to  Fort  Weed,  the  command  be- 
coming a  part  of  the  garrison  of  those  forts  and  devoting  them- 
selves to  heavy  artillery  drill. 

As  General  Early's  army  approached  Washington  by  way  of 
Maryland,  some  six  weeks  later,  the  command  was  ordered  to  Fort 
Reno,  Tennallytown.  Leaving  Fort  Lyon  at  night  of  July  10,  the 
Sixteenth  went  by  rail  to  Washington  and  marching  thence  to  their 
destination  reported  to  General  Harding,  by  whom  they  were  as- 
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mI  to  Fort  Kearny,  and  remained  there  till  the  arrival  of  the 
1  Corps  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  the  battle  in  front 
>rt  Stevens  caused  the  withdrawal  of  Early's  forces.  On  the 
the  battery  reported  again  to  Major  Hall  at  Camp  Barry  to  be 
anted,  the  following  day  drew  four  light  12-pounders  with 
8,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  march  to  Fort  Stevens  and  an 
idiate  return  on  the  2d  of  August,  remained  at  Camp  Barry 
cptember  5.  It*was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Albany,  N.  Y., 
?et  out  at  once,  reaching  its  destination  on  the  afternoon  of 
'th.  Reporting  to  the  assistant  provost  marshal,  General 
send,  it  was  quartered  in  the  Troy  Road  Barracks  and  re- 
•d  there  till  the  16th  of  November. 

that  time  orders  were  received  to  return  to  Washington,  and 
,>  morning  of  the  19th  the  battery  re-entered  the  familiar  quar- 
t  Camp  Barry.  A  week  later  two  more  12-pounders  were 
to  the  company,  completing  the  armament,  and  on  the  6th  of 
iber  the  Sixteenth  crossed  Long  Bridge  into  Virginia,  report- 
>  Colonel  William  Gamble  commanding  the  First  Separate 
le,  Twenty -second  Corps,  at  Fairfax  Court  House.  There  the 
uarters  remained,  one  section  being  sent  to  Vienna  and  one 
irfax  Station,  the  winter  and  spring  passing  with  no  mure 
e  event  than  a  march  to  Loudon  Valley  during  March,  1865, 
panying  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

larations  for  the  return  of  the  battery  to  Massachusetts  began 
17th  of  J une,  when  the  preliminary  orders  were  received.  The 
lorses  and  other  government  property  were  taken  to  Washing- 
i  the  18th  and  "turned  in,"  and  the  following  day  the  homc- 
mrney  began.  Readvilh;  was  reached  on  the  22d,but  it  was 
the  13th  of  July  that  the  men  were  paid  and  discharged. 
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THE  Third  Battalion  of  Rifles,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion, 
had  its  head-quarters  at  Worcester,  two  of  the  three  com- 
panies being  located  in  that  city  and  the  other  at  Holden, 
the  towns  in  the  vicinity  being  generally  represented  in  the  ranks 
of  the  latter.  To  these  Company  D,  recruited  in  Boston  on  the  19th 
of  April,  18G1,  was  afterward  attached,  the  entire  battalion  being 
made  up  and  officered  as  follows : — 

Major,  Charles  Devens,  Jr.;  adjutant,  John  M.  Goodhue;  quarter- 
muster,  James  E.  Estabrook;  surgeon,  Oramel  Martin;  sergeant  major, 
Arthur  A.  Goodell;  quartermaster  sergeant,  George  T.  White,  all  of 
Worcester. 

Company  A,  City  Guards  of  Worcester — Captain,  Augustus  R.  B. 
Sprague;  first  lieutenant,  Josiah  Pickett;  second  lieutenant.  George 
C.  Joslin;  third  lieutenant,  Orson  Moulton;  fourth  lieutenant,  Elijah 
A.  1  lark  n  ess. 

Company  B,  Holden  Rifles — Captain.  Joseph  H.  Gleason;  first  lien- 
tenant,  Phineas  R.  Newell,  both  of  Holden;  second  lieutenant,  Edward 
F.  Devens  of  Charlestown;  third  lieutenant.  Samuel  F.  Woods  of 
Barre;  fourth  lieutenant,  George  Bascom  of  Holden. 

Company  C,  Emmet  Guards  of  Worcester — Captain.  Michael  P.  Mc- 
Conville  ;  first  lieutenant,  Michael  O'Driscoll  ;  second  lieutenant. 
Matthew  J.  McCafferty;  third  lieutenant,  Thomas  O'Neill;  fourth  lieu- 
tenant, Maurice  Melvin. 

Company  I),  Boston  —  Captain,  Albert  Dodd ;  first  lieutenant, 
Charles  Dodd;  second  lieutenant.  Cornelius  G.  Attwood;  third  lieu- 
tenant, George  A.  Hicks:  fourth  lieutenant,  Joseph  Nason. 

Major  Devens  was  directed  on  the  20th  of  April  to  report  at 
Washington  with  his  three  companies  at  once,  and  at  5  o'clock  that 
afternoon  the  battalion  stood  in  line  in  the  streets  of  Worcester 
ready  for  the  departure.  The  command  was  addressed  by  the  mayor 
of  the  city  and  others,  and  that  evening  took  cars  for  New  York, 
where  it  arrived  early  the  following  morning.  It  was  entertained 
at  the  armory  of  the  Seventh  New  York  Regiment  during  the  day.  ■ 
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g  visited  and  addressed  by  Senator  Sumner,  and  that  evening 
the  transport  Ariel  for  Annapolis,  reaching  there  on  the  morn- 
)f  the  24th.  There  the  battalion  remained  till  the  2d  of  May, 
1  it  was  ordered  to  garrison  Fort  McHenry,  near  Baltimore,  and 
thither  by  steamer,  reaching  the  fort  next  morning, 
mipany  I)  was  meantime  being  equipped,  drilled  and  disciplined 
oston.  and  on  the  2d  of  May  it  left  that  city  on  the  steamer 
bridge  under  sealed  instructions,  not  to  be  opened  till  Boston 
t  was  passed.  These  directed  the  captain  to  proceed  by  way 
jrlress  Monroe  and  the  Potomac  to  Washington,  expressing 
ish  of  Governor  Andrew  that  "the  ship  Cambridge  shall  reach 
lington  and  demonstrate  that  a  Massachusetts  ship  manned 
Massachusetts  men,  shall  be  the  first  ship  to  arrive  by  that 
.  as  our  Sixth  Regiment  was  the  first  to  arrive  at  Washington, 
irh  the  hostile  city  of  Baltimore."  These  instructions  were 
\y  carried  out,  and  the  company  was  the  first  organization  to 
the  capital  by  that  route.  After  remaining  at  Washinirtoa 
v  s  it  was  sent  to  join  the  battalion  at  Fort  McHenry,  and  on 
i»th  of  May  the  four  companies  were  mustered  into  the  gov- 
nt  service. 

1  historv  of  the  battalion  was  marked  by  no  notable  event, 
icn  were  drilled  in  handling  the  heavy  guns  and  in  infantry 
,  winning  much  praise  for  their  good  conduct,  and  at  the  re- 
A  General  Dix,  commanding  the  department,  remaining  two 
after  the  expiration  of  their  term.  Major  Devens  was  mean- 
romoted  to  the  colonelcy  of  the  Fifteenth  Regiment  and  Ad- 
(Joodhue  to  a  captaincy  in  the  regular  army.  The  command 
?d  to  Massachusetts  and  was  mustered  out  on  the  3d  of 
It  was  commanded  by  Captain  Sprague  after  the  promo- 
Major  Pevens,  and  during  its  service  lost  two  men  by  death 
sense. 
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HE  First  Company  of  Sharp-shooters,  generally  known  as  the 


Andrew  Sharp-shooters,  in  compliment  to  the  governor  of  the 


*  Commonwealth,  was  recruited  at  Lynnfield  during  August, 
1861,  and  left  for  the  front  on  the  2d  of  September,  being  mustered 
into  service  on  that  day.  The  commissioned  officers  of  the  com- 
pany were: — 

Captain,  John  Saunders  of  Salem;  first  lieutenant,  William  Gleason 
of  Lexingtou;  second  lieutenant.  George.  C.  Gray  of  Salem. 

The  enlisted  men  were  98  in  number,  and  were  armed  with  the 
telescopic  rifle,  each  man  providing  his  own  weapon.  These,  while 
very  heavy,  were  considered  the  most  efficient  rifles  then  known. 
They  weighed  from  20  to  70  pounds,  and  were  necessarily  fired  from 
a  rest.  They  were  made  by  gunsmiths  in  various  sections  of  the 
country  to  suit  the  individual,  the  one  feature  in  common  being  that 
each  was  provided  with  a  telescopic  tube  running  the  length  of  the 
barrel,  at  the  front  of  which  fine  threads  were  crossed,  allowing  great 
nicety  in  sighting.  The  rifles  were  muzzle  loaders,  shooting  a  coni- 
cal ball  used  with  a  patch  and  propelled  with  a  very  heavy  charge 
of  powder;  an  expert  in  their  use  could  load,  aim  and  tire  about 
once  in  two  minutes. 

On  reaching  Washington  the  company  was,  by  request  of  Gover- 
nor Andrew,  assigned  to  General  Lander's  Brigade,  then  forming 
part  of  General  Stone's  Corps  of  Observation  near  Poolesville,  Md. 
Their  first  experience  with  the  enemy  was  in  a  skirmish  near 
Edwards  Ferry  on  the  1st  and  2d  of  October,  the  results  of  which 
were  eminently  satisfactory  to  the  riflemen.  On  the  second  day  some 
40  of  the  sharp-shooters,  posted  behind  a  fence,  unaided  cheeked 
the  advance  of  a  Confederate  regiment.  The  company  had  a  part 
in  the  subsequent  operations  in  that  vicinity,  extending  through 
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of  the  month,  and  when  General  Lander  left  the  brigade  to  take 
land  of  the  division  posted  on  the  upper  Potomac  near  Rom* 
lie  sharp-shooters  accompanied  him,  being  familiarly  known 
body  guard.  After  his  death  in  March,  1862,  the  company  re- 
•d  for  a  time  under  General  Shields,  his  successor,  being  nomi- 
ittachedtothe  Third  Brigade, Colonel  E.  B.Tyler  commanding, 
n  after  the  opening  of  the  Peninsular  campaign  the  command 
dered  to  report  to  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  then 
lg  part  of  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Second  Corps. 
;il  Sumner  commanded  the  corps,  General  Sedgwick  thedivis- 
ld  Colonel  Alfred  Sully  the  brigade,  which  consisted  of  the 
Minnesota,  Thirty-fourth  and  Eighty-second  New  York,  in  ad- 
to  the  Fifteenth,  with  the  Russell  Company  of  Sharp-shooters 
incsota.  On  joining  the  regiment  in  front  of  Yorktown  the 
11  v  was  at  once  put  into  service  to  annoy  the  Confederate  gun- 
rid  won  much  commendation  for  the  skill  displayed  during 
jtc  which  followed.  The  marksmen  themselves  escaped  with 
uialties,  having  but  three  or  four  men  wounded  during  the 
Peninsular  campaign.  In  that,  as  in  subsequent  campaigns, 
tine  of  the  company  was  identical  with  that  of  the  regiment 
h  it  was  attached. 

rtant  changes  occurred  among  the  officers  during  the  early 
hStJ2.  First  Lieutenant  Gleason  resigned  on  the  3d  of  April 
i  succeeded  by  William  Berry  of  Boston.  On  the  30th  of 
cond  Lieutenant  Gray  resigned,  John  L.  Perley  being  corn- 
ed to  the  vacancy.  The  latter  resigned  July  12  and  was 
>d  by  IJenry  Martin  of  Newburyport,  all  of  the  promotions 
f  sergeants.  At  Antietam,  on  the  17th  of  September,  the 
v  went  into  the  battle  with  the  regiment  and  suffered  severely, 
en  killed  and  17  wounded,  among  the  former  being  Captain 
s  and  First  Lieutenant  Berry.  Second  Lieutenant  Martin 
mnnnd  of  the  remnant  of  the  company.  He  was  in  due 
mioted  to  be  iirst  lieutenant  and  L.  Emerson  Bicknell  of 
iiieceedcd  him  as  second  lieutenant. 

t mi  puny  had  become  reduced  to  18  men  present  for  duty 
the  Oth  of  December  William  Plunier  of  Cambridge,  who 
i  commissioned  captain,  arrived  with  40  recruits.  On  the 
ilo  the  engineers  were  attempting  to  lay  the  bridges  at 
\-sburg,  the  sharpshooters  were  placed  along  the  northern 


8(54 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 


bank  of  the  river  to  oppose  the  southern  marksmen  who  were  firing 
upon  the  bridge-builders.  After  the  bridges  were  completed  the 
company  crossed  and  remained  that  night  on  picket  near  them :  ad- 
vancing into  the  town  next  morning,  the  command  remained  there 
for  24  hours,  till  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  preparations  were 
being  made  for  the  attack  on  the  bights.  It  then  accompanied  the 
Fifteenth  Regiment  into  the  fields  in  the  rear  of  the  city,  but  was 
presently  withdrawn  and  deployed  from  the  Gordon  house  to  the 
cemetery  to  give  its  attention  to  the  Confederate  artillerists,  which 
it  did  with  effect  during  the  afternoon.  At  night  the  company  with- 
drew to  the  city,  and  remained  there  till  the  troops  recrossed  the 
river,  when  it  returned  to  the  camp  formerly  occupied,  having  lost 
but  two  wounded  during  the  battle. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  1803,  the  company  was  detached  from  the 
Fifteenth  Regiment,  of  which  it  had  been  practically  a  part,  and 
whose  routine  duties  it  had  shared,  and  Avas  attached  to  head-quarters 
of  the  Second  Division,  Second  Corps.  At  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville  that  division,  commanded  by  General  Gibbon,  laid  bridges  and 
crossed  the  Rappahannock  at  Fredericksburg  in  co-operation  with 
General  Sedgwick's  Sixth  Corps,  and  the  sharp-shooters  were  sent 
across  on  the  3d  of  May  and  again  on  the  4th  to  assist  the  skirmish- 
ers, but  met  no  loss.  The  company  then  returned  to  its  camp  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  and  while  there  First  Lieutenant  Martin  re- 
signed his  commission. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  the  picket  lines  of  the  Sixth  Corps  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  river  near  Deep  Run,  below  the  city,  being  much 
annoyed  by  the  enemy's  sharp-shooting,  Captain  Phimer  with  ten 
men  went  to  the  scene.  The  following  day  Lieutenant  Bickneil 
with  a  larger  force  went  over,  and  after  a  day  or  two  of  sharp  prac- 
tice forced  the  Confederates  to  ask  for  a  cessation  of  picket  firing. 
The  position  across  the  river  was  soon  after  abandoned,  and  the 
entire  Union  army  moved  northward,  the  sharp-shooters  accompany- 
ing the  Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps,  till  Wolf  Run  Shoals  were 
reached,  when  they  rejoined  their  own  division  and  accompanied  it 
to  Gettysburg,  going  upon  the  field  during  the  forenoon  of  the  -d 
of  July  and  serving  through  the  remainder  of  the  battle.  During 
the  third  day.  Lieutenant  Bickneil,  who  had  command  of  the  larger 
part  of  the  company,  posted  near  the  left  center  of  the  Union  lines, 
rendered  valuable  service  in  connection  with  the  charge  and  repulse 
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1  enemy  on  that  part  of  the  field.  The  loss  of  the  company 
irht,  four  of  whom  were  killed  or  mortally  wounded, 
sharp-shooters  followed  the  fortunes  of  the  Army  of  the 
;ie  till  (he  10th,  when  it  reached  Sandy  Hook,  opposite  Har- 
Ferry.  There  Lieutenant  Bicknell  was  discharged  for  dis- 
and  Captain  Plumer  went  to  the  hospital,  from  which  he  also 
charged.  The  company  was  left,  in  command  of  First  Sergeant 
II.  Clement,  who  had  received  a  commission  as  first  lieuten- 
IJefore  being  mustered,  however,  he  was  dismissed  the  service 
t  of  court-martial  October  5.  Samuel  G.  Oilbreth  of  Bel- 
e.,  who  had  entered  the  company  as  a  private  at  itsorganiza- 
as  made  first  lieutenant  dating  from  September  2o\  though 
stcred  till  late  in  the  vear. 

le  5th  of  August  the  company,  then  in  camp  at  Morrisville, 
'arrenton,  was  attached  to  head-quarters  of  the  Third  Bri- 
;cond  Division,  Second  Corps,  Colonel  Norman  J.  Hall  com- 
g.  A  week  later,  however,  it  was  attached  to  the  Twentieth 
nisetts,  a  regiment  of  the  brigade,  commanded  at  the  time 
r  Abbott.  Though  taking  part  in  all  the  experiences  of  the 
t  from  that  time,  it  was  not  till  the  engagement  at  Bristoe 
October  14,  that  the  sharp-shooters  took  a  prominent  part, 
affair,  while  a  detachment  of  ten  sent  out  to  the  right  as 
ioi*8  brought  in  a  number  of  prisoners,  the  remainder  of  the 

under  First  Sergeant  Gilbreth,  (not  yet  mustered  as  lieu- 
going  to  the  left,  captured  three  Confederate  cannon,  from 
ic  gunners  had  been  driven,  and  dragged  two  of  them  within 
n  lines.    The  loss  of  the  company  was  t  wo  wounded.  From 

the  command  moved  that  night  northward  to  Centerville, 
battle  there  till  the  19th,  then  following  the  Southern  army 
d  again  to  near  Warrenton,  and  remaining  there  till  the 
ovember.  The  company  then  crossed  the  Rappahannock 
3  Ford  in  connection  with  the  capture  of  Rappahannock 
v  General  Sedgwick,  moving  on  a  few  miles  and  encamping 
udy  Station  till  the  Mine  Run  movement, 
.vas  broken  for  that  fruitless  expedition  on  the  morning  of 
and  that  afternoon  the  Rapidan  was  crossed  at  Germania 
he  enemy  were  encountered  next  dav  at  Robertson's  Tav- 
n  the  skirmishing  which  ensued  during  the  three  or  four 
hieh  the  armies  confronted  each  other  the  company  had 
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its  full  share,  losing  two  men  wounded  and  having  one  killed  by 
guerrillas  on  picket  near  Germania  Ford,  where  a  small  detachment 
had  been  left  when  the  main  body  advanced.  The  return  march 
began  in  the  evening  of  December  1,  and  25  hours  later  the  old  camp 
near  Brandv  Station  was  reached,  a  distance  of  35  miles,  made  with 
only  a  stop  of  one  hour  and  without  a  man  absent  from  the  rank*. 

As  a  separate  organization  the  company  had  practically  no  further 
experience.  It  entered  the  Wilderness  campaign  of  1864  with  the 
Twentieth  Regiment,  and  shared  with  that  organization  the  hard- 
ships which  followed,  its  small  membership  constantly  diminishing 
from  casualty  and  exposure.  Lieutenant  Gilbreth.  its  only  com- 
missioned officer,  was  killed  in  the  assault  on  the  works  l>efore 
Petersburg  June  18.  and  soon  after  the  remnant  of  the  company  was 
attached  to  the  Nineteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  with  which  its 
service  and  experience  were  thenceforth  blended. 
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4IE  Second  Company  of  Sharp-shooters  was  organized  at  Lynn- 
field  after  the  departure  of  the  Andrew  Company,  in  Scphni- 
ber,  1862.    The  commissioned  officers  were  as  follows: — 

»tuin,  Lewis  E.  Wentwortli;  first  lieutenant,  Charles  D.  Stiles; 
1  lieutenant,  Alvin  A.  Evans,  all  of  Sulem. 

ne  25  of  the  men  were  provided  with  telescopic  rifles,  similar 
>se  of  the  First  Company,  while  the  others  had  heavy  open 
.veapons.  The  recruits  were  mustered  at  various  times  during 
t  and  September,  and  the  organization  left  the  state  with 
•1  IJenry  Wilson's  Regiment  (the  Twenty-second),  to  which 
attached  and  with  which  its  history  is  completely  identified, 
ollicers,  Lieutenant  Evans  resigned  July  5,  1802,  and  was 
ied  by  Sergeant  Robert  Smith  of  Salem.  First  Lieutenant 
esitrned  on  the  4th  of  August,  and  was  succeeded  by  Sergeant 
I  Upton  of  Salem,  who  in  turn  was  discharged  for  disability 
29th  of  January,  1803,  the  vacancy  being  filled  by  the  pro- 
of Second  Lieutenant  Smith,  who  on  the  19th  of  May  was 
?sioned  captain,  vice  Wentworth  discharged  for  disability, 
nmanded  the  company  till  its  muster  out.  Ivory  Leach  of 
was  made  second  lieutenant  from  January  30, 1863,  but  was 
icd  for  disability  on  the  20th  of  June  following,  the  vacancy 
iir  tilled.  Winsor  M.  Ward  of  South  Danvers  was  promoted 
lieutenant  vice  Smith,  and  was  discharged  for  disability  on 
of  September,  1864.  The  company  during  its  service  lost 
listed  men  killed  in  action,  most  of  them  at  or  about  Spott- 
,  in  May,  1864.  It  was  mustered  out  of  service  October  ' 
,  those  on  the  roll  whose  term  had  not  expired  being  trans- 
»  the  Thirty -second  Regiment. 
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IN  addition  to  all  the  regiments,  batteries,  battalions  and  the  com- 
panies of  sharp-shooters  heretofore  sketched,  Massachusetts  at 
various  times  during  the  war  furnished  38  companies  which 
were  mostly  enlisted  for  short  terms  of  service.  As  in  some  cases 
the  same  company  served  for  more  than  one  term,  this  list  com- 
prises but  31  different  organizations.  These  except  when  otherwise 
designated  were  known  simply  as  Unattached  Companies  of  Infan- 
try, and  served  in  the  forts  along  the  Massachusetts  coast  or  at 
other  points  in  the  state  where  their  services  were  needed.  Thirteen 
companies  were  organized  during  April  and  May,  1804,  and  served 
for  90  days;  one  of  these  with  nine  new  ones  followed  with  a  100- 
day  s'  term,  and  when  that  expired  six  of  the  latter  companies,  with 
four  new  ones  were  mustered  in  for  a  year's  service,  hut  before  the 
time  expired  the  war  had  closed  and  the  organizations  were  dissolved. 
The  rosters  and  dates  of  service  of  the  several  organizations  were 
as  follows  : — 

First  Company,  Boston — Captain,  Lewis  J.  Bird;  first  lieutenant. 
Moses  E.  Bigelow;  second  lieutenant,  John  E.  Alden.  Served  from 
April  29  to  August  1,  1864. 

Second  Company,  Beverly — Captain,  Francis  E.  Porter;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Hugh  J.  Munsey ;  second  lieutenant,  Eleazer  Giles.  This 
company  was  first  mustered  May  3,  18G4,  and  served  till  August  G  fol- 
lowing; on  the  suceedingday,  with  the  same  oflicers  but  many  chanst* 
among  the  enlisted  men,  it  took  up  the  1 00-day s'  term  from  which-  it 
was  discharged  November  15,  and  the  next  day  was  mustered  for  one 
year.  Leonard  G.  Dennis  of  Gloucester  succeeded  to  the  captaincy  at 
that  time,  and  the  rank  and  file  was  largely  changed,  the  entire  com- 
pany with  few  exceptions  being  credited  to  Gloucester.  It  was  Mus- 
tered out  July  7,  18G5,  three  of  its  members  having  died  of  disease 
during  the  last  enlistment. 

Third  Company,  Newburyport — Captain,  Luther  Dame;  first  lieu- 
tenant. Tristram  Talbot:  second  lieutenant,  Charles  L.  A\ers.  This 
company  served  from  May  3  to  August  5,  1864. 
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urth  Company,  Chelsea — Captain,  Alpheus  J.  Hillboum;  first 
•mint,  John  Quincy  Adams;  second  lieutenant,  Hadley  P.  Bnrrill. 
•<1  from  May  3  to  August  6,  1804. 

'rh  Company,  Fall  River — Captain,  David  H.  Dyer;  first  lieuten- 
Thomas  J.  Borden  ;  second  lieutenant,  Bradford  D.  Davol. 
(i  May  4  to  August  2,  18*14. 

rh  Company,  Westboro — Captain,  Charles  P.  Wiuslow;  first  licu- 
I.  John  Jones;  second  lieutenant,  William  H.  Fay.  Same  as 
Company. 

enth  Company.,  Boston — Captain,  Albert  E.  Proctor;  first  lieu- 
t.  George  G.  Nichols;  second  lieutenant,  Thomas  A.  Cranston. 
I-  to  August  5,  18(14.  One  member  died  of  disease, 
hth  Company,  Lawrence — Captain.  Augustine  L.  Hamilton;  first 
fiant,  Eben  II.  Ellenwood;  second  lieutenant,  Frederick  G.  Tvler. 
0  to  August  11,  1804. 

th  Company.  Boston— Captain,  George  1L  Smith;  first  lieuten- 
ames  W.  Hall;  second  lieutenant,  William.  B.  Kami!  Same  as 
li  Company. 

Mi  Company.  Millburv — Captain,  George  A.  Perry;  first  lieu- 
.  Samuel  IL  Meader;  second  lieutenant,  Samuel  \V.  Marble. 
>  to  August  «S.  1 S 0 4 . 

entli  Company,  Lynn — Captain.  .Jeremiah  C.  Bacheller;  first 
ant,  Abraham  Hun  Berrv;  second  lieutenant ,  James  McDavitt. 
5  to  August  15.  1804. 

Ifth  Company,  Cambridge— Captain,  Charles  F.  Waleott;  first 
ant,  Charles  F.  Foster;  second  lieutenant,  Nathan  G.  Gooch. 
ls  Eleventh  Company. 

leenth  Company,  Salem — Captain,  Robert  W.  Reeves:  first  lieu- 
George  O.  Stevens;  second  lieutenant,  John  \V.  Evans.  Same 
cnth  Company. 

enth  Company.  Xew  Bedford — Captain.  Isaac  A.  Jennings; 
i! tenant,  Ilcnrv  II.  Potter:  second  lieutenant,  Thomas  J.  Gif- 
July  21)  to  November  15.  1804, 

enth  Company,  Boston — Captain  John  F.  Croff;  first  lienten- 
<>nzo45.  Fiske:  second  lieutenant,  Luther  B.  Duran.  August 
\  ember  14,  1804. 

itcenth  Company— Captain  John  G.  Barnes  of  Georgetown; 
u tenant.  James  S.  Walsh  of  Groveland;  second  lieutenant, 

1*.  Wilder  of  Georgetown.  This  company  first  served  from 
of  August  to  the  12 th  of  November,  1804.  when  it  re-enlisted 

vear  under  the  same  officers,  all  credited  to  Haverhill,  and 
ill  ..Juno  'MK  1805. 

tenth  Company— Captain,  Otis  A.  Baker  of  Kehoboth:  first 
nt,  Sylvanus  Martin  of  Seekonk:  second  lieutenant.  Henry 
coat  of  Dighton.  Its  first  term  was  from  the  0th  of  August 
Uli  of  November,  1804:  after  which  it  was  reorganized  to  serve 
ir.  It  was  mustered  on  the  0th  and  7th  of  December,  the  only 
n  officers  being  that  John  G.  Gammons  of  West  port  succeeded 
t  as  second  lieutenant.  The  company  served  till  the  12th  of 
';.">,  during  which  time  one  member  died  of  disease. 
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Nineteenth  Company — Captain,  James  M.  Mason  of  Milford;  first 
lieutenant,  Frank  A.  Johnson  of  Ashland;  second  lieutenant,  Dixwell 
H.  Clark  of  Milford.  Its  first  term  was  from  August  9  to  November 
16,  1804,  when  it  was  reorganized  for  one  year  with  the  following  offi- 
cers, all  credited  to  Milford:  Captain,  Frank  A.  Johnson;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Thomas  J.  Gilford;  second  lieutenant,  Henry  J.  Hayward.  It 
served  from  November  25,  18G4,  to  June  27,  1865. 

Twentieth  Company — Captain,  Lewis  Soule  of  Abington;  first  lieu- 
tenant, Horatio  C.  Samnson;  second  lieutenant,  Jerome  Washhurne. 
both  of  Bridgewater.  The  first  term  was  from  August  11  to  Novem- 
ber 18,  1804,  when  with  the  same  officers  it  was  mustered  in  for  a  vear 
on  the  following  day  and  served  till  the  29th  of  June,  1805. 

Twenty-first  Company,  Fall  River — Captain,  David  II,  Dyer;  first 
lieutenant,  Charles  G.  Remington;  second  lieutenant.  George  O.  Fair- 
banks, Jr.  The  first  term  was  from  August  11  to  November  18,  1804. 
when  it  was  reorganized  and  on  the  23d  of  November1  mustered  for  a 
year  with  KovalAV.  Thayer  of  Randolph  as  captain,  Charles  G.  Reming- 
ton and  Joseph  Mather,  both  of  Fall  River,  as  lieutenants.  It  served 
till  the  28th  of  June,  1805,  having  one  man  accidentally  killed. 

Twenty-second  Company,  Freetown — Captain,  John  W.  Marble: 
first  lieutenant,  Urial  M.  Haskins;  second  lieutenant,  Chester  AY. 
Briggs.    August  18  to  November  25,  1804. 

Twenty-third  Company,  Fairhaven — Captain,  Jabez  M.  Lyle:  first 
lieutenant.  Joshua  H.  Wilkie;  second  lieutenant,  Jirey  Kiuney,  Jr. 
August  18  to  November  20,  1804. 

Twenty-fourth  Company  -Captain,  Joshua  H.  Wilkie  of  Needham; 
first  lieutenant,  George  O.  Fairbanks,  Jr.,  of  South  Scituate:  second 
lieutenant,  Francis  E.  Davis  of  Plymouth.  This  company  was  mus- 
tered as  various  dates  from  the  10th  to  the  22d  of  December,  1804. 
and  served  till  May  12,  1805. 

Twenty-fifth  Company — Captain,  Fitz  J.  Babson  of  Gloucester;  first 
lieutenant,  Klisha  Eldridge,  Jr.,  of  Petersham:  second  lieutenant. 
Martin  Dunn  of  Gloucester.    December  9,  1804,  to  June  29.  1805. 

Twenty-sixth  Company — Captain,  Walter  II.  Keith  of  Needham: 
first  lieutenant,  George  W.  Pearson  of  Dorchester,  second  lieutenant. 
James  G.  Warren  of  Barnstable.    December  13,  18G4,  to  May  12.  1805. 

Twenty-seventh  Company— Captain,  Samuel  C.  Graves:  first  lieu- 
tenant, William  Goodwin  3d;  second  lieutenant.  Benjamin  Pitman,  all 
of  Marblehead.  The  members  were  about  equally  contributed  l>y  Lvnn 
and  Marblehead,  and  were  mustered  at  various  times  from  the  30th  of 
December.  1804.  to  the  middle  of  the  following  month.  The  company 
served  till  the  30th  of  June,  1805,  and  two  members  died  of  disease. 

Twentv-ninth  and  Thirtieth  Companies  Heavy  Artillery  (see  pa?e 
738). 

Boston  Cadets.  M.  V.  M. — Captain,  Christopher  C.  Holmes  of  Mil- 
ton: lieutenant.  Aaron  C.  Baldwin:  ensign.  John  Jeffries,  Jr.,  adju- 
tant. Charles  \L  Codman;  quartermaster,  Curtis  B.  Raymond,  all  of 
Boston:  lirst  lieutenants.  Joseph  M.  Churchill  of  Milton.  Russell  Stur- 
gis,  Jr..  and  Charles  O.  Rich  of  Boston,  William  H.  Paine  and  Georur 
J.  Fisher  of  Brook  line.    This  company  served  from  the  26th  of  May 
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i  2d  of  July,  1802,  as  part  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Warren,  being 
t'd  by  Company  B,  Seventh  Regiment,  M.  V.  M. 
L-m  Cadets,  M.  V.  M. — Major,  ,Iohn  Louis  Marks;  captain,  Joseph 
'alton;  first  lieutenant,  Richard  Skinner,  Jr.;  adjutant,  John 
ring,  Jr.;  second  lieutenants,  Joseph  0.  Foster,  Thomas  H.  John- 
onathan  A.  Kenney,  all  of  Salem.  This  company,  like  the  Boston 
s,  was  mustered  May  yb\  1 8*12,  for  the  purpose  of  garrisoning  Fort 
;n,  then  being  vacated  by  the  Fort  Warren  Battalion — afterward 
hirty-seeond  Regiment — and  it  remained  on  duty  till  the  11th  of 
er  following.  One  enlisted  man  died  of  disease  during  this  time, 
npany  B,  Seventh  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  Salem — Captain,  Edward 
aten;  first  lieutenant,  Isaac  S.  Xoyes;  second  lieutenant,  Joseph 
irsons.  This  company  was  mustered  on  the  1st  of  July.  1862, 
x  months,  and  relieved  the  Boston  Cadets  in  garrisoning  Fort 
•n.  Its  half-year  passed  without  the  loss  of  a  man  in  any  man- 
ve  two  discharged  for  disability,  and  on  the  31st  of  December  it 
mstered  out  of  the  United  States  service,  if  its  term  of  duty 
be  properly  so  called.  These  three  companies  were  placid  in 
i  f  under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  July  29,  1801,  authorizing  the 
ior  to  use  the  state  militia  for  such  service  at  his  discretion. 
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vlERAL  OFFICERS  FROM  MASSACHUSETTS. 


Brevet  Major  General  Henry  L.  Abbot 

F  Boston  was  first  lieutenant  of  Topographical  Engineers, 
r.  S.  A.,  at  the  opening  of  the  rebellion,  having  graduated 
i'rcm  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  in  the  class  of 
(1  subsequently  served  on  Pacific  railroad  surveys  and  cngi- 
•luties  in  the  Mississippi  river  valley.    At  the  battle  of  Bull 
was  an  aide  on  the  staff  of  General  Tyler  and  was  wounded, 
ently  he  was  engaged  under  General  Barnard,  Chief  of  Engi- 
complcting  the  defenses  of  Washington,  and  brought  to  the 
f  that  position  his  eustomarv  encrirv,  winnintr  warm  com- 
m  from  his  superiors, — as  in  fact  lie  did  in  all  operations  in 

•  was  engaged  in  connection  with  the  war.    During  the  fall 
he  declined  to  consider  the  lieutenant  colonelcy  of  a  Massa- 
volunteer  regiment,  and  the  war  department  refused  to 

n  leave  of  absence  to  accept  a  colonelcy  of  tbe  same  nature 
was  desired  by  Governor  Andrew  to  bestow  upon  him.  Dur- 
Vuiusular  campaign  he  served  as  aide  to  General  Barnard, 
s  especially  valuable  service  in  connection  with  the  siege  of 
li,  but  during  the  campaign  was  prostrated  by  fever.  The 
:  winter  he  accompanied  General  Banks's  expedition  to 
•ans,  and  was  made  chief  topographical  engineer  of  the  De- 
of  the  Gulf;  a  position  which  he  tilled  till  the  spring  of 
on  he  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  First  Connecticut 
rtillory  Regiment  dating  from  January  li).  In  March  fol- 
i  joined  the  regiment  in  the  defenses  of  Washington,  and 

•  ring  of  lJStH  remained  in  command  of  a  brigade  on  the 
'  of  the  Potomac.    In  April  of  that  year  he  was  directed 
/.e  the  formidable  siege  train  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
•li  he  reported  to  General  Hunt,  chief  of  artillery,  soon 
siege  of  Petersburg  began.    Colonel  Abbot  remained  in 
of  this  train  till  the  close  of  the  war,  except  when  tein- 

crving  as  chief  of  artillery  of  the  Fort  Fisher  expedition, 
the  close  of  hostilities  was  from  the  10th  of  May  to  the 
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13th  of  July,  186'>,  chief  of  artillery  of  the  Department  of  Virginia. 
He  was  mustered  out  of  the  volunteer  service  with  his  regiment  on 
the  25th  of  September  following  and  resumed  his  position  in  the 
reurular  armv,  where  he  has' since  remained  activelv  and  honorablv 
engaged  in  the  Engineer  Department.  He  was  brevetted  on  the  13th 
of  March,  1865,  major  general  of  volunteers  and  brigadier  <ren«..-nd 
in  the  United  States  Army,  and  on  the  12th  of  October.  18*t>. 
attained  the  full  rank  of  colonel  of  engineers. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  William  S.  Abert 

Of  Washington,!).  C,  was  at  the  opening  of  the  war  a  lieutenant  of 
United  States  Artillery,  stationed  at  Fort  Monroe.  Va.  In  1*61  he 
was  appointed  captain  in  the  Sixth  United  States  Cavalry,  his  re-.'i- 
ment  forming  part  of  the  cavalry  reserve  of  the  Army  of  the  DmIouiik- 
at  the  opening  of  the  Peninsular  campaign.  After  doing  .some  effi- 
cient, work  at  the  head  of  his  squadron  in  the  early  battles  of  that 
campaign.  Captain  Abort  was  assigned  to  duty  on  the  staff  of  General 
MeClellan,  where  he  served  till  that  oflicer  was  relieved  from  tb 
command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  November  7,  1802.  Ik- 
was  then  made  assistant  inspector  general  on  t lie  staff  of  General 
•Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  of  volun- 
teers,— a  position  which  he  admirably  tilled  during  the  service  «»: 
his  chief  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.  On  the  16th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1804,  he  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Third  Massachusetts 
IJeavv  Artillery  Volunteers,  and  served  as  such,  beiny  located  in 
the  defenses  of  Washington,  till  the  muster  out  of  his  reiriment. 
September  18,  1865.  He  received  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general 
of  volunteers  dating  from  March  13,  1865,  and  in  June,  1S67.  win 
made  major  of  the  Seventh  United  States  Cavalry,  with  the  bivut 
of  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  regular  line.  He  was  then  on  duty  a: 
Galveston,  Tex.,  where  he  died  on  the  25th  of  August,  1S67.  at 
the  early  age  of  31.   


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Jr., 

Of  Quincy  was  mustered  as  first  lieutenant  of  Company  II ,  First 
Massachusetts  Cavalry,  on  the  19th  of  December,  1861,  having  pre- 
viously served  as  a  private  and  warrant  oflicer  in  the  state  militia. 
He  saw  varied  service  with  that  regiment  till  the  middle  of  July. 
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getting  a  promotion  to  captain  on  tho  30th  of  October,  1862. 
I  a  portion  of  this  time  he  was  in  command  of  a  squadron  of 
giment  detached  for  duty  at  the  headquarters  of  General 
,  commanding  the  Armv  of  the  Potomac.  He  was  commis- 
lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Fiflh  Massachusetts  Cavalry  July  15, 
ind  on  the  resignation  of  Colonel  Russell  was  made  colonel 
from  February  15,  1805.  Soon  after  the  fall  of  Petersburg 
ilth,  which  had  suffered  severely  from  malarial  affection,  en- 
>roke  down,  and  in  May  he  was  sent  home  an  invalid.  On  this 
t  he  resigned  and  was  mustered  out  Augustl,  but  did  not  re- 
us health  for  many  months.  His  brevet  of  brigadier  general 
inteers  dated  from  March  13,  1S05. 


Brevet  Brigadier  Genera!  Thomas  J.  C.  Amory 

ton  was  at  the  opening  of  hostilities  a  captain  in  the  United 
Yrmy,  having  graduated  from  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
i  1851,  after  which  he  had  been  for  ten  years  in  active  ser- 
all  portions  of  the  West,  taking  part  in  the  Utah  expedition 
.    Early  in  1801  he  returned  to  Massachusetts  and  for  some 

mustering  officer  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  earlier 
its  from  his  native  state.  Later  he  was  granted  permission 
a  commission  in  the  volunteer  service  and  was  designated 
>rnor  Andrew  as  colonel  of  the  Seventeenth  Regiment.  He 
ided  that  organization  almost  from  the  time  of  its  reaching 
re  till  it  was  ordered  to  North  Carolina,  and  on  arriving 
?  was  at  once  placed  in  command  of  a  brigade  in  General 

division,  and  continued  to  act  in  that  capacity  till  he  was 
ed,  early  in  1804,  as  commander  of  the  sub-district  of  Beau- 
he  scourge  of  yellow  fever  which  in  the  early  autumn  of 
r  swept  over  the  district  numbered  among  its  victims  both 
Amory  and  his  wife,  the  latter,  who  was  sharing  garrison 

him,  dying  a  few  days  before  her  husband.  His  deatli  oc- 
n  the  7th  of  October,  and  his  brevet,  given  in  recognition  of 
ful  and  intrepid  service,  dated  from  the  day  of  his  decease. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  John  F.  Anderson 

»n  was  mustered  as  first  lieutenant  of  the  Twenty-first  Mas- 
ts Regiment  September  2,  1801,  and  was  the  first  adjutant 
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of  that  regiment.  On  the  organization  at  Annapolis  of  tin?  North 
Carolina  Expedition,  he  was  appointed  an  aide-de-camp  on  tin-  staff 
of  General  Burnside,  with  whom  he  served  at  Roanoke.  He  was 
afterward  transferred  to  the  staff  of  General  John  G.  Foster,  with 
whom  lie  remained  during  the  war.  When  his  chief  organized  tin- 
Eighteenth  Army  Corps  he  was  made  senior  aide,  with  the  rank  of 
major,  and  was  adjutant  general  of  the  Department  of  the  Ohio 
while  General  Foster  was  its  commander,  with  head-quarters  at 
Knoxville,  Tenn.  When  the  latter  took  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  South,  Major  Anderson  became  chief  of  staff,  and 
when  General  Sherman  reached  Savannah  on  his  "  March  to  the 
Sea,"  Anderson  was  detailed  to  carry  his  dispatches  to  General 
Grant  at  Washington.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  hrevetted 
through  the  various  grades  up  to  brigadier  general  of  volunteers, 
the  latter  dating  from  the  2d  of  April,  1805. 


Brevet  Major  General  George  L.  Andrews 

Of  Boston  was  a  graduate  of  West  Point  in  1851,  standing  at  the 
head  of  his  class  and  receiving  the  brevet  of  second  lieutenant  in 
the  Engineer  Corps.  His  first  duty  was  as  assistant  to  Colonel 
Thayer,  in  charge  of  the  construction  of  Fort  Warren  in  Bo>t«»n 
Harbor,  where  he  remained  three  years,  when  he  was  sent  to  West 
Point  as  assistant  professor  of  Engineering,  etc.  After  one  year 
there  he  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  civil  life,  though 
for  three  years  from  1857  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment as  civil  engineer.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  he  assisted 
earnestly  in  the  organizing  of  the  Second  Regiment  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  of  which  he  was  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel,  suc- 
ceeding to  the  colonelcy  on  the  promotion  of  Colonel  Gordon  ia 
June,  18(12.  He  was  made  brigadier  general  November  9  following 
and  assigned  to  duty  under  General  Banks,  then  at  New  York  pre- 
paring for  his  Louisiana  campaign.  After  the  sailing  of  his  chit-: 
for  New  Orleans,  General  Andrews  remained  for  a  time  in  chare* 
of  the  rendezvous  at  New  York,  and  with  the  final  detachment  e: 
troops  reached  New  Orleans  February  11,  18G3.  At  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Nineteenth  Corps  he  was  assigned  to  the  command 
the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  on  the  21st  of  February,  but 
the  1  »th  of  March  was  appointed  chief  of  staff  to  General  Banks.  :n 
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capacity  he  served  till  after  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson,  when  he 
csignated  to  organize  the  colored  troops  in  the  department, 
injr  valuable  service  till  the  close  of  the  war.  lie  received 
3vet  of  major  general  of  volunteers  March  26,  1865,  for  his 
•8  in  the  campaign  against  Mobile,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
d  the  national  service  August  24  of  that  year,  but  February 
HI,  was  appointed  professor  at  West  Point  Academy,  where 
remains. 


Major  General  Nathaniel  P.  Banks, 

.ernor  of  Massachusetts,  was  among  the  first  to  offer  his 
to  the  imperiled  national  government,  and  was  made  major 
I  of  volunteers  to  date  from  May  16,  1861,  with  Generals 


Major  <>hnbral  N.  P.  Hanks. 

Dix  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler.  He  was  first  assigned  to 
nand  of  the  Department  of  Annapolis,  with  head-quarters 
nore,  succeeding  General  Cadwalader  on  the  10th  of  June, 
is  first  acts  was  to  arrest  Marshal  Kane,  chief  of  the  Balti- 
ice,  putting  in  his  place  till  the  appointment  of  a  loyal  eit- 
the  oflice  Colonel  John  R,  Kenlv  of  the  First  Maryland 
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Regiment.  The  Board  of  Police  Commissioners  were  also  soon 
after  arrested  for  disloyal  conduct  and  held  as  prisoners  of  war, 
being  sent  to  Fort  Warren  in  Boston  Harbor.  These  energetic 
measures  brought  the  citv  permanently  back  to  its  lovaltv,  so  that 
the  secession  spirit  did  not  again  assert  itself.  The  United  State* 
troops  which  had  been  temporarily  put  on  duty  in  various  parts  of 
the  city  were  withdrawn  to  their  camps  as  soon  as  the  civil  rule 
was  firmly  established,  and  on  the  27th  of  July  General  tianks 
succeeded  General  Patterson  in  the  command  of  the  Department 
of  the  Shenandoah.  For  some  six  months  his  forces  simply  held 
the  Maryland  shore  of  the  Potomac  from  Darnestown  to  Williams- 
port,  with  an  occasional  sally  across  the  river, but  during  February, 
18u'2,  Harper's  Ferry  was  occupied  in  force,  and  toward  the  close 
of  the  month  General  Banks  moved  his  head-quarters  across  the 
river,  pressing  u Stonewall"  Jackson,  the  Confederate  commander 
opposed  to  him,  far  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  Banks  with  a  con- 
siderable part  of  his  corps  was  soon  after  detached  for  operations 
nearer  Washington,  in  cooperation  with  MeClellan's  movements 
on  the  Peninsula.  Shields's  Division,  having  fallen  back  to  near 
Kernstown,  was  attacked  by  Jackson  on  the  23d  of  March.  The 
Confederates  being  defeated  and  again  driven  up  the  valley.  Banks 
was  ordered  back  and  moved  in  pursuit  as  far  as  Harrisonburg, 
where  the  two  armies  confronted  each  other  and  maneuvered  for 
some  time.  Before  the  close  of  May,  however,  Banks  was  outgen- 
eraled bv  Jackson  and  forced  to  fall  swiftlv  back  to  the  Potomac, 
not  only  abandoning  the  important  valley  to  the  enemy,  but  setting 
Jackson  free  to  join  Lee  before  Richmond  and  work  havoc  with 
the  plans  of  General  McClellan  in  that  quarter.  The  retreat  was 
conducted  with  great  skill  and  success,  but  that  fact  did  little  to 
lighten  the  popular  depression  at  the  disaster  to  the  Union  arms. 

About  a  month  later  Banks's  Corps,  which  had  hitherto  been 
known  as  the  Fifth,  was  made  a  part  of  the  Army  of  Virginia 
under  General  Pope  and  designated  as  the  Second  Corps.  It  was 
ordered  to  Little  Baltimore,  and  thence  took  part  in  the  operations 
of  the  ill-fated  army  with  which  it  was  identified.  General  Banks 
with  his  corps  fought  the  sharp  battle  of  Cedar  Mountain  on  the 
*»th  of  August,  in  which  he  gallantly  contested  a  largely  superim 
number  of  the  enemy,  lie  continued  to  serve  under  Pope  tilt  that 
ollicer  was  succeeded  by  General  McClellan  as  commander  of  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


GENERAL  OFFICERS. 


incd  Union  armies,  when  he  was  relieved  from  command  of 
>rps  and  presently  began  preparations  for  the  44  Banks  Expedi- 
te New  Orleans.    The  general  sailed  for  Louisiana  early  in 
uber,  1862,  and  on  the  16th  relieved  General  Butler  in  coni- 
of  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.    Some  15,000  troops,  mostly 
lonths'  men,  accompanied  or  followed  Banks  to  his  new  field, 
it  the  early  spring  found  him  in  command  of  some  30,000 
organized  in  four  divisions  and  known  as  the  Nineteenth 
With  this  force  it  was  intended  that  he  should  assist  Gen- 
rant  in  opening  the  Mississippi  and  subdue  the  armed  rebel- 
Louisiana  and  Texas.    Before  moving  in  force  against  Port 
n,  Banks  on  the  10th  of  April  at  the  head  of  17,000  men 
ed  from  Brashear  City  against  the  Confederates  under  Gen- 
ichard  Taylor,  driving  him  from  Fort  Bisland  and  marching 
Teche  and  Atchafalava,  scattering  every*  Confederate  force  as 
Alexandria  on  the  Red  river.    He  then  moved  against  Port 
i,  opening  the  siege  the  latter  part  of  May,  1863,  and  receiv- 
surrender  July  9,  just  in  time  to  dispatch  a  portion  of  his 
)iis  troops  down  the  river  to  deal  with  Taylor,  who  had  reor- 
l  his  forces  and  was  threatening  Donaldson ville  and  other 
in  the  rear  of  New  Orleans.    The  Confederates  were  driven 
>  Opelousas,  after  which  no  important  movements  occurred 
siana  till  the  opening  of  the  spring  campaign  of  1864.  The 
mths*  men  of  Banks's  army  having  gone  home  soon  after 
of  Port  Hudson,  their  places  were  filled  in  a  manner  by 
regiments  organized  from  the  ex-slaves  and  other  negroes 
icinity.    On  the  26th  of  October,  1863.  General  Banks  with 
en  under  the  immediate  command  of  General  N.  J.  T.  Dana, 
3d  by  a  naval  force,  sailed  for  Brazos  Santiago  on  the  Rio 
where  a  landing  was  effected  and  within  a  month  most  of 
ortant  posts  on  the  Texas  coast  had  been  recovered  to  the 
government.    Having  accomplished  all  that  his  force 
d,  General  Banks  in  person  returned  to  New  Orleans  and 
I  for  the  Red  River  expedition,  which  was  undertaken  by 
General  Halleck  instead  of  the  movement  against  Oalves- 
•h  would  have  better  pleased  Banks.    The  result  proved  a 
e  failure,  as  General  Banks  had  foreseen.    The  combined 
>n   failed  to  reach  Shrevcport,  its  first  objective  point, 
advance  was  met  and  defeated  at  Sabine  Cross  Roads  by  a 


Digitized  by  Google 


SS2 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 


superior  Confederate  force  on  the  8th  of  April,  and  fell  back  to 
Pleasant  Grove,  where  by  aid  of  reinforcements  the  enemy  were  in 
turn  defeated  near  night  of  the  same  day.  Banks  then  fell  back 
to  Pleasant  Hill,  where  another  battle  was  fought  on  the  9th.  tbe 
Confederates  being  again  repulsed.  General  Banks  then  desired 
to  resume  the  march  to  Shreveport,  but  after  careful  consideration 
it  was  deemed  impracticable  and  the  retrograde  move  was  con- 
tinued, the  vessels  of  the  co-operating  fleet  being  rescued  with  great 
difficulty  owing  to  the  low  water,  and  both  army  and  navy  l>eing 
much  annoyed  by  the  enemy.  The  battle  of  Cane  River  was  foueht 
on  the  23d  of  April,  and  was  the  last  serious  engagement  durine 
the  retreat,  though  it  was  not  till  the  20th  of  May  that  the  armv 
crossed  the  Atchafalaya.  General  Banks  was  then  relieved  by 
General  E.  R.  S.  Canny,  and  was  not  again  in  active  command  dur- 
ing the  war.  General  Banks  was  a  modest,  earnest,  intensely 
patriotic  officer,  and  while  some  of  his  military  acts  were  unfortu- 
nate, others  were  eminently  successful,  and  the  failure  of  the  Re<l 
River  attempt  cannot  justly  be  charged  against  him,  since  he 
undertook  it  under  protest.  He  was  mustered  out  of  service 
August  24, 1865.  

Brevet  Major  General  John  6.  Barnard 

Was  a  native  of  Sheffield,  where  he  was  born  in  1815,  and  gradu- 
ated from  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  in  the  class  of  18o-°>. 
His  service  was  almost  exclusively  in  the  engineering  department, 
and  from  1835  to  1852  was  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  engaged  on  fortifi- 
cations and  harbor  improvements.  He  took  part  in  the  Mexican 
war,  and  was  twice  brevetted  for  distinguished  services.  He  was 
then  occupied  in  various  engineering  duties,  the  last  being  in  Now 
York  harbor,  where  the  opening  of  the  rebellion. in  1861  found  hiin. 
He  was  chief  engineer  of  the  army  under  General  McDowell,  hav- 
ing attained  the  rank  of  major,  and  under  General  McCleltan  wx> 
chief  engineer  in  charge  of  the  fortifications  of  Washington,  beinc 
commissioned  brigadier  general  of  volunteers  from  the  23d  of  Sei- 
tember,  1861.  He  accompanied  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  on  lin 
Peninsular  campaign  and  was  in  charge  of  its  engineering  opera- 
tions, returning  after  the  unfortunate  close  of  the  campaign  to  tbe 
defenses  of  Washington.  He  retained  that  position  till  the  promo- 
tion uf  Grant  to  the  lieutenant  generalship,  when  he  was  nude 
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?r  in  chief  of  armies  in  the  field,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
icral  Grant's  staff  till  the  close  of  the  war.  He  received  the 
of  major  general  in  the  regular  line  dating  from  March  13, 
md  on  the  15th  of  January,  1866,  was  mustered  out  of  the 
er  service.  Resuming  his  duties  in  the  Engineer  Corps,  he 
until  his  retirement,  having  attained  the  rank  of  colonel, 
3d  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  May  14.  1882.    General  Barnard  was 


Brbybt  Major  (Irnrral  J  G.  Barnard, 


•r  of  note,  publishing  several  volumes  of  imp  >rtance  on 
nnected  with  his  profession,  and  received  the  degree  of 
jm  the  University  of  Alabama  in  1838,  as  well  as  that  of 
oni  Yale  College  in  1864. 


Brevet  Major  General  James  Karnes  • 

afield  graduated  at  the  Military  Academy,  West  Point,  in 
of  1821).    He  passed  a  year  there  as  assistant  instructor, 
in  the  Black  Hawk  expedition  of  1832,  and  during  the 
:>n  controversy  soon  after  was  stationed  in  Charleston 
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harbor.  He  then  returned  to  West  Point  as  assistant  instructor 
and  served  three  years,  resigning  his  commission  in  1836.  He  be- 
came noted  as  a  civil  engineer  and  a  builder  of  railroads,  and  was 
engaged  in  large  business  enterprises  when  the  war  broke  out.  But 
neither  his  financial  interests  nor  his  advancing  years  and  the  com 
forts  of  home  life  could  stand  between  this  pure-minded  patriot  and 
the  service  of  his  country,  and  at  the  age  of  55,  on  the  26th  of  July, 
1861,  he  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Eighteenth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers.    He  commanded  his  fine  regiment  with  signal  ability 


Brevet  Major  General  James  Barnes. 


till  after  the.  close  of  the  Peninsular  campaign,  when  he  succeeds! 
to  the  command  of  Martindale's  Brigade  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  and 
dating  from  the  29th  of  November,  1862,  was  promoted  to  brigadier 
general  of  volunteers.  He  was  in  command  of  the  brigade  durinj 
the  Antietam,  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville  campaigns.  and 
at  Gettysburg  had  risen  to  command  the  First  Division,  Fifth  Corj* 
Leading  his  forces  to  the  relief  of  the  Union  left  near  the  close  oi 
the  second  day's  battle,  he  was  wounded  and  did  not  again  return 
to  active  duty  in  the  field.  After  the  battle  he  was  placed  in  chanre 
of  the  defenses  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  vicinity,  and  in  succession 
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it's  District  and  the  encampment  of  Confederate  prisoners 
it  Lookout,  Md.,  where  he  remained  till  the  close  of  the  war, 
rig  the  brevet  of  major  general  of  volunteers  from  March  13, 
He  remained  in  commission  till  January  15,  1866,  when  he 
jstered  out  and  returned  to  his  home,  but  never  regained  his 
dying  there  on  the  12th  of  February,  1869. 


Brevet  Major  General  William  F.  Bartlett 

ithrop  left  Harvard  College  during  his  junior  year  to  serve 
itiy,  his  first  experience  being  as  a  member  of  the  Fourth 
>n,  M.  V.  M.,  which  for  a  month  from  April  25,  1861,  gar- 


Brbvet  MAJOR  Grneral  William  F.  Lartlett. 

•V>rt  Independence  in  Boston  Harbor.  Directly  afterward 
ffered  and  accepted  a  commission  in  the  Twentieth  Regi- 
on being  formed,  and  on  the  luth  of  July  became  its  sen- 
tin.  In  the  battle  of  Ball's  Bluff,  Captain  Bartlett  led 
ietachment  of  his  regiment  which  crossed  the  river,  and 
to  leave  the  field  when  the  battle  was  lost,  but  succeeded 
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in  rescuing  all  of  his  command  and  many  others  by  means  of  a 
small  boat.  On  the  24th  of  April,  1862,  during  the  siege  of  York- 
town,  he  was  wounded  in  the  knee  by  a  Confederate  sharpshooter, 
necessitating  the  amputation  of  his  leg.  Early  in  September  fol- 
lowing he  took  command  of  Camp  Briggs  at  Pittsfield,  where 
the  Forty-ninth  Regiment  was  being  recruited  and  on  the  12th 
of  November  was  commissioned  colonel  of  that  organization.  Dur- 
ing the  encampment  of  his  command  on  Long  Island  he  was  at 
times  placed  in  charge  of  several  regiments,  winning  high  com- 
mendation for  his  qualities  as  a  commander.  Joining  General 
Banks  in  Louisiana,  he  led  his  regiment  ably  till  the  charge  of  May 
27, 1863,  on  the  hostile  works  at  Port  Hudson.  Being  obliged  to 
accompany  his  men  on  horseback, — being  the  only  mounted  officer 
on  the  field, — he  received  two  wounds,  one  in  his  remaining  leg  and 
a  badly  shattered  left  wrist.  By  these  wounds  he  was  disabled  till 
long  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  his  regiment: 
but  as  soon  as  he  was  able  began  to  raise  the  Fifty-seventh  (Vet- 
eran) Regiment,  of  which  he  was  commissioned  colonel  to  date 
from  August  17, 1863.  This  regiment  was  not  filled  till  late  in  the 
winter  following,  but  it  joined  the  Ninth  Corps  in  season  for  the 
opening  of  the  1864  campaign,  suffering  terribly  in  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness,  Colonel  Bartlett  himself  being  disabled  by  a  wound 
in  the  head.  Before  he  was  sufficiently  recovered  to  return  to  the 
field  he  received  the  well-earned  promotion  to  a  brigadier-general- 
ship, his  commission  dating  from  June  20, 1864,  and  on  the  23d  of 
July  he  assumed  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 
Ninth  Corps,  which  included  the  Fifty-seventh  and  several  other 
Massachusetts  regiments.  One  week  later  he  led  his  command  into 
the  horrible  death-trap  at  "  the  Crater,"  where  it  remained,  fighting 
stubbornly  across  the  works,  till  the  closing  in  of  the  enemy  on  tin- 
flanks  rendered  further  resistance  but  madness,  when  the  remnant 
of  the  gallant  band  surrendered  to  General  Mahone.  General  Harr- 
iett was  removed  to  Danville,  N.  C,  where  he  was  for  a  long  time 
very  severely  ill,  barely  escaping  death  and  never  recovering  his 
health  fully.  He  was  finally  exchanged ,  reaching  Baltimore  on  the 
26th  of  September.  He  recovered  very  slowly  from  the  great  de- 
bilitation of  his  illness,  but  on  the  19th  of  June,  1865,  assumed 
command  of  the  First  Division,  Ninth  Corps,  which  he  retained  t iU 
the  breaking  up  of  that  organization  on  the  14th  of  July.    He  bad 
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irae  received  the  brevet  of  major  general,  dating  from  March  13, 
md  was  granted  six  months'  leave  of  absence,  most  of  which  he 
in  Europe.  General  Bartlett  was  mustered  out  of  service 
8, 1866  ,and  subsequently  engaged  in  business ;  but  his  health 
illy  failed  and  he  died  at  his  home  in  Pittsfield,  Decem- 
,  1876.   

Brevet  Brigadier  General  James  L.  Bates 

•\  mouth  was  in  the  leather  trade  in  Boston  at  the  opening  of 
r,  but  promptly  joined  those  in  his  own  town  who  were  en- 
in  raising  a  company  for  the  Twelfth  (Webster)  Regiment, 
is  elected  and  commissioned  its  captain.  In  this  capacity  he 
with  marked  ability  till  the  5th  of  August,  1862,  when  he 
mmissioned  major  of  the  Thirty-third  Massachusetts  Volnn- 
Following  the  death  of  Colonel  Webster,  General  HartsufT 
nended  Major  Bates  for  the  vacant  colpnelcy  of  the  Twelfth ; 
commissioned  dating  from  the  5th  of  September,  and  on  the 
)k  command  of  what  remained  of  that  regiment  after  its  bloody 
•rices  at  Antietam.  From  the  18th  of  May,  1864,  to  the  close 
regiment's  term  of  service  he  was  in  command  of  the  bri- 
andling  it  in  a  masterly  manner,  and  during  the  movement 
army  from  Spottsvlvania  obtained  information  which  led  to 
re  change  of  movement  of  the  Union  army,  for  which  he 
1  special  thanks  in  General  Orders.  Returning  home  with 
ment  he  was  mustered  out  as  colonel  July  8,  1864,  but  Con- 
;ry  tardily  in  December,  1868,  gave  him  the  well-deserved 
)f  brigadier  general  "for  gallant  and  meritorious  service  in 
He  served  as  Commander  of  the  Department  of  Massa- 
*,  Grand*  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  1870  and  died  Novem- 
1875. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  William  Blaisdell, 

e  of  New  Hampshire,  enlisted  in  the  Fourth  United  States 
r  in  1833  and  served  in  the  regular  army  for  16  years.  He 
in  the  Indian  and  Mexican  wars,  in  the  latter  holding  a 

on  the  staff  of  General  Scott,  and  being  wounded  while 
r  a  battery.  On  his  discharge  from  the  army  he  was  ap- 
inspector  in  the  Boston  Custom  House,  where  the  opening 

ar  found  him.    He  was  offered  by  General  Scott  a  commis- 
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sion  as  captain  in  the  regular  army,  but  decided  instead  to  enter 
the  volunteer  service,  which  he  did  as  lieutenant  colonel  of  the 
Eleventh  Massachusetts  Regiment,  to  which  position  he  was  mus- 
tered June  13,  1861.  On  the  resignation  of  Colonel  Clark,  October 
11  following,  he  succeeded  to  the  colonelcy,  which  rank  he  held  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  service.    In  the  autumn  of  1802  he  for  a 


Brevet  Brig.  Gen.  William  Blajsdbll. 

time  commanded  a  provisional  brigade  at  Warrenton,  but  on  the  ad- 
vance of  the  Armv  of  the  Potomac  toward  Fredericksburg  in  Novem- 
her  returned  to  his  regiment,  with  which  his  fortunes  were  thence- 
forth principally  associated.  He  was  killed  in  front  of  Petersburg 
on  the  23d  of  June,  1864,  while  temporarily  in  command  of  the 
"  Corcoran  Legion,v  and  his  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of  volunteers 
dated  from  the  day  of  his  gallant  death.  His  body  was  brought  home 
and  received  honored  burial  at  Alexandria,  X.  IT.,  his  native  town. 


Brevet  Britradier  (Jeiieral  Snmnel  Brock. 
A  native  of  Middleboro  and  a  representative  of  one  of  the  oldest 
Massachusetts  families,  was  in  the  United  States  Army  and  an  assist- 
ant professor  at  West  Point  when  the  civil  war  began.  He  graduated 
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3  class  of  1855,  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  of  the 
Artillery  and  entered  service  in  Florida,  where  he  was  em- 
d  in  the  last  war  against  the  Seminole  Indians.  Afterward, 
1856  to  1860,  he  was  stationed  at  various  forts  on  the  Atlantic 
iulf  coasts,  and  from  the  latter  date  to  December  3,  1861,  was 
i  Military  Academy,  having  been  promoted  to  first  lieutenant, 
en  took  the  position  of  assistant  adjutant  general  on  the  staff 
neral  McDowell,  which  he  retained  till  the  30th  of  June,  1862, 


Bkbvxt  Brio.  Ghv.  Sami-ri,  Kkeik. 


the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  the  defenses  of  Washington, 
Tint  Army  Corps,  in  the  Department  of  the  Rappahannock, 
)  expedition  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley  in  May  and  June, 
On  the  2d  of  July  he  took  a  position  as  assistant  in  the 
t  general's  office  at  Washington,  where  he  served  during  the 
ler  of  the  war,  in  charge  of  "  rolls,  returns,  books,  blanks 
•uness  pertaining  to  the  enlisted  men  of  the  regular  and 
?r  forces,"  and  the  like.  He  was  commissioned  captain 
»er  29,  1861;  major  May  ^o,  186*2,  and  was  successively 
d  lieutenant  colonel,  colonel  and  brigadier  general  in  the 
army,  the  two  latter  being  bestowed  March  13,  1865,  "  for 
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diligent,  faithful  and  meritorious  service  in  the  adjutant  general's 
department  during  the  rebellion."  He  is  still  in  active  service  as 
assistant  adjutant  general  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel. 


Brigadier  General  Henry  S.  Brings, 

Son  of  Governor  George  N.  Briggs,  was  a  lawyer  at  Pittsfield  at 
the  opening  of  the  war  and  was  captain  of  the  Allen  Guards  of 
that  town.  Tendering  the  services  of  his  command,  he  was  sum- 
moned from  an  important  law  case  at  Boston  to  join  the  Eighth 


Brig.  Gen.  Henkv  S.  Hriggs. 

• 

Regiment  under  the  first  call,  and  met  his  company  at  Springfield 
en  route  to  Washington.  From  this  service  he  was  discharged 
June  10, 18G1,  to  be  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Tenth  Regiment, 
which  he  commanded  up  to  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  where  he  was 
severely  wounded  while  bravely  fighting  his  regiment  against  supe- 
rior numbers.  His  commission  as  brigadier  dated  from  the  17th 
of  June,  1862,  and  September  10  he  established  a  camp  of  instruc- 
tion for  a  brigade  of  fresh  troops  at  Arlington  Hights.  About  the 
close  of  the  month  he  was  sent  in  charge  of  15  new  regiments  to 
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orce  the  army  under  General  McClellan,  himself  taking  com- 
l  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fifth  Corps.  Before 
lovement  of  the  Array  of  the  Potomac,  however,  his  imperfect 
ery  obliged  him  to  again  return  to  Masssachusetts.  During 
>1  lowing  winter  he  was  assigned  a  command  with  head-quarters 
iltimore  extending  from  Frederick  to  Annapolis,  a  part  of 
nil  Sehenck\s  Middle  Department.  During  the  retreat  of  Lee 
Gettysburg,  General  Briggs  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
reinforcements  and  for  a  short  time  held  a  command  in  the 

Corps.  In  August,  1863,  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  ren- 
us  for  drafted  and  enlisted  men  at  Alexandria,  where  he  re- 

d  till  July,  1864 ;  afterward  serving  on  general  court-martial 
ishington  till  December  6, 1865,  when  he  was  finally  mustered 
fter  four  and  a  half  years  of  devoted  service.  General  Briggs 
it  his  home  in  Pittsfield  September  23,  1887. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Horace  Brooks 

a  son  of  Massachusetts,  from  which  he  entered  West  Point 
ry  Academy  July  1, 1831,  being  appointed  through  the  appli- 

of  General  Lafayette.  He  graduated  in  the  class  of  1835, 
ing  the  brevet  of  second  lieutenant,  Second  United  States 
i tv,  and  at  once  entered  active  service.  Before  the  close  of 
ar  he  received  a  commission  as  second  and  was  bre vetted 
ieutenant  for  gallant  conduct  against  the  Florida  Indians, 
g  the  Mexican  war  he  was  twice  brevetted,  the  last  being  as 
iaiit  colonel,  he  having  already  attained  the  rank  of  captain, 
lie  held  till  the  opening  of  the  civil  war,  which  found  him  in 
md  of  the  light  battery  school  at  Fort  Leavenworth.  His 
md  was  removed  to  Fort  Mcllenry,  near  Baltimore,  which 
>ceedcd  to  put  in  order,  and  on  the  22d  of  February,  1861, 

his  companies  in  review  before  President  Buchanan — the 
causing  much  excitement.  Soon  after  he  was  placed  in  com- 
>f  a  steamer  sailing  with  sealed  orders  which  proved  to  be  for 
ickens,  Pensacola,  where  with  the  two  companies  under  his 
md  he  arrived  April  21,  and  the  next  day  took  part  in  the 
I  of  war  which  was  held  to  determine  whether  the  fort  should 
(1  or  surrendered.  After  the  Mason  and  Slidell  capture  he 
nt  to  the  Tortugas  to  make  preparations  there  for  whatever 
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might  result.  Being  relieved  by  a  volunteer  regiment  he  was  ordered 
to  Ohio  as  superintendent  of  the  recruiting  service  and  mustering 
and  disbursing  officer  for  the  United  States,  taking  with  him  a  mill- 
ion dollars.  During  1801  he  had  been  promoted  successively  to 
major  and  lieutenant  colonel,  and  on  the  1st  of  August,  1863,  he 
was  made  colonel  of  the  Fourth  United  States  Artillery  and  was 


Brevet  Brig  Gen.  Horace  Hrooks. 


transferred  to  the  defenses  of  Washington,  where  he  was  on  duty 
at  the  time  of  General  Early's  threatened  attack  the  following 
summer.  lie  received  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general  in  the  United 
States  Army  to  date  from  the  13th  of  March,  186"),  for  meritorious 
services  during  the  war,  and  remained  colonel  of  the  Fourth  Artil- 
lery till  the  10th  of  January,  1877,  when  he  was  placed  on  the  re- 
tired list  after  almost  46  years  in  the  service  of  his  country. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Sidney  Burbank, 

A  son  of  Massachusetts  and  a  graduate  of  the  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point  in  the  class  of  1820,  was  on  graduation  commis- 
sioned second  lieutenant  in  the  First  Infantry,  and  for  30  years 
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veil  principally  in  garrison,  frontier  and  recruiting  duty.  He 

k  part  in  the  Black  Hawk  and  Florida  wars  with  the  Indians, 

I  was  for  nearly  four  years  assistant  instructor  at  the  Military 

idemv.    He  was  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Thir- 

• 

ith  Regular  Infantry,  May  14, 1861,  and  colonel  of  the  Second 
intry  September  16,  1862.    In  the  spring  of  1863  he  entered 

field  in  command  of  one  of  the  regular  brigades  of  the  Fifth 
ps,  having  up  to  that  time  been  engaged  in  recruiting  service. 

served  in  this  capacity  at  Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg;  in 

last-named  his  command — Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
h  Corps — rendering  brilliant  service  at  the  cost  of  one-half  its 
ibers.    He  successfully  commanded  the  First  Brigade  of  Regu- 

till  January,  1864,  when  he  took  charge  of  the  camp  for  drafted 
i  at  Columbus,  O.,  remaining  till  midsummer,  when  with  his 
ment  he  was  stationed  at  Newport  Barracks,  Ky.,  where  he 
ained  till  the  close  of  the  war.  His  brevet  dated  from  March 
1865,  and  was  conferred  "  for  gallant  and  meritorious  service  at 
battle  of  Gettysburg."  General  Burbank  died  at  Newport,  Ky., 
ember  7, 1882.   

Major  General  Benjamin  F.  Bntler, 

Lowell,  was  when  the  rebellion  broke  out  engaged  in  the  prac- 
of  law  at  Boston.  He  had  long  been  identified  with  the  militia 
be  State  and  at  that  time  was  a  brigadier  general,  ranking 
1,  in  the  state  organization.  He  was  also  a  noted  democratic 
ician  and  had  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  Charleston  con- 
ion  of  the  previous  April.  When  Sumter  was  fired  upon  and 
sachusetts  was  called  on  for  two  regiments,  the  requisition 
•i  speedily  enlarged  to  include  four  regiments  and  a  brigade  com- 
iler,  General  Butler,  though  not  the  ranking  brigadier,  obtained 
appointment  and  at  once  set  out,  accompanying  the  Eighth 
ment  by  way  of  Springfield  and  New  York  to  Philadelphia, 
e  on  the  19th  of  April,  1861,  news  was  received  of  the  riot  in 
more  during  the  passage  of  the  Sixth  Massachusetts,  the  clos- 
>f  railroad  and  telegraphic  communication  and  the  cutting  off 
Washington  from  the  loyal  states.  After  a  night  of  consulta- 
and  investigation,  General  Butler  decided  to  join  forces  with 
♦cventh  New  York  Regiment,  then  on  its  way  under  command 
olonel  Letl'crts,  and  move  by  way  of  Annapolis.  Colonel 
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Lefferts  declining  to  join  in  the  enterprise,  General  Butler  with  the 
Eighth  Regiment  took  cars  to  Perryville,  where  he  boarded  the 
ferryboat  Maryland  and  steamed  to  Annapolis.  There  a  landing 
was  made  on  the  21st,  the  Ignited  States  school-ship  Constitution 
was  rescued  from  the  danger  of  capture  to  which  she  had  been  for 
some,  time  exposed  and  sent  to  New  York  with  a  detachment  of 
the  Eighth  aboard,  while  the  rest  of  the  regiment  landed  and  pre- 
pared to  open  the  railroad  to  Annapolis  Junction  and  thus  restore 
communication  with  Washington.     Before  the  able  artisans  had 


Major  General  Benj.  F.  Butler. 


completed  the  task  of  repairing  the  railroad,  bridges  and  rolling 
stock,  an  order  from  General  Scott,  commander-in-chief,  directed 
General  Butler  to  remain  at  Annapolis  in  command,  and  for  some 
time  the  valiant  general  was  occupied  in  receiving  and  forwarding  by 
the  route  which  he  had  opened  the  thousands  of  troops  that  came 
pouring  in  from  the  loyal  states  in  response  to  the  President's  call. 

General  Butler  then  went  to  Washington  for  a  conference  with 
General  Scott  and  other  authorities  in  regard  to  the  course  to  be 
pursued,  the  result  of  which  was  that  on  the  4th  of  May  he  moved 
two  regiments,  including  the  Sixth  Massachusetts,  and  a  batten'  to 
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iv  House,  a  few  miles  from  Baltimore, — all  these  points  being 
lin  the  Department  of  Annapolis  of  which  he  had  been  made 
niander.  From  Relay  House,  on  the  evening  of  May  13,  Gen- 
Butler  backed  a  railroad  train  containing  a  considerable  part 
is  force  to  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  under  cover  of  a  heavy 
uler  storm  took  possession  of  Federal  Hill,  almost  unobserved, 
nee  on  the  following  morning  he  issued  a  proclamation  announc- 
es purposes.  This  occupation  of  Baltimore  displeased  General 
t,  however,  and  on  the  10th  the  troops  were  withdrawn  to 
y  House  and  General  Cadwalader  succeeded  to  the  command. 
?ral  Butler  on  reporting  at  Washington  was  commissioned  a 
>r  general  of  volunteers — the  first  commission  of  that  grade 
d — and  was  made  commander  of  the  Department  of  Virginia, 
•acing  the  country  within  00  miles  of  Fortress  Monroe,  with 
-quarters  at  that  stronghold.  This  command  he  held  till  the 
of  August,  the  most  important  event  during  the  time  in  a 
ary  way  being  the  expedition  against  the  Confederates  under 
ral  Magruder  on  the  night  of  June  9  and  the  skirmish — for 
?  it  can  hardly  be  called — at  Great  Bethel  the  next  day.  He 
then  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  department,  General 
E.  Wool  being  his  successor. 

ing  assigned  to  no  other  field  of  usefulness,  General  Butler 
I  one  at  the  hands  of  General  Wool,  and  for  a  time  commanded 
roops  encamped  outside*  the  fort.  He  had  already  arranged 
pedition  for  the  capture  of  the  Confederate  forts  at  Hatteras 
and  that  being  about  to  sail  he  accompanied  it  and  received 
urrender  of  the  fortifications.  Having  provided  for  the  per- 
nt  occupation  of  that  post  by  the  United  States  government, 
•al  Butler  repaired  to  Washington  and  obtained  authority  to 
t  six  regiments  in  New  England  for  an  expedition,  the  order 
ig  date  of  September  10,  1801.  In  his  zeal  to  till  the  regi- 
»  he  became  involved  in  a  serious  quarrel  with  Governor 
j\v  over  the  two  from  Massachusetts;  but  in  the  early  part  of 
inter  following  the  organizations  were  completed  and  after 
deliberation  Xew  Orleans  was  selected  as  the  objective  point, 
irements  having  been  made  for  the  co-operation  of  a  naval 
inder  Captain  Karragut,  General  Butler  and  his  command  of 
lf>,000  men  sailed  for  Ship  Island,  off  the  Mississippi  coast, 
was  made  the  rendezvous  for  the  expedition.    The  forces 
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were  ready  March  25,  1862,  but  the  fleet  did  not  get  across  the  bar 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river  till  April  16,  when  the  attack 
on  Forts  St.  Philip  and  Jackson,  the  running  of  the  batteries  by  a 
portion  of  the  war  vessels,  the  destruction  of  the  Confederate  fleet, 
the  surrender  of  New  Orleans,  followed  by  that  of  the  forts,  and  the 
establishment  of  General  Butler  at  the  Crescent  Citv  succeeded 
*  rapidly.  The  vigorous  measures  of  the  commander  for  the  preser- 
vation of  peace,  his  charitable  steps  for  the  relief  of  suffering  and 
in  furnishing  labor  for  the  unemployed,  his  sanitary  care  for  the 
health  of  the  troops  and  the  citizens,  were  all  characteristic  of  the 
man's  unflagging  energy.  From  May  1  to  December  15  he  com- 
manded the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  with  head-quarters  at  New 
Orleans,  when  he  was  relieved  by  General  Banks. 

General  Butler  was  not  immediately  assigned  to  a  command,  but 
in  December,  1863,  he  succeeded  General  Foster  in  command  of 
the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  with  head-quarters 
at  Fortress  Monroe,  the  Department  including  the  state  of  North 
Carolina  and  that  part  of  Virginia  south  of  the  Rappahannock  river 
and  east  of  the  Fredericksburg  and  Richmond  Railroad.  General 
Butler's  first  important  enterprise  after  assuming  his  new  com- 
mand was  an  attempt  to  capture  Richmond  by  the  dash  of  a  light 
column  under  General  Wistar,  aided  by  a  diversion  on  the  part  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  early  in  February,  1864,  but  the  attempt 
came  to  naught.  The  Army  of  the  James  was  meantime  organized, 
consisting  of  the  Tenth  and  Eighteenth  Corps  and  a  force  of  cavalry, 
with  which  General  Butler  operated  airainst  Richmond  and  Peters- 
burg  during  the  following  spring  and  summer  in  support  of  and 
often  in  active  co-operation  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  During 
the  autumn  a  great  piece  of  engineering  work  was  accomplished  by 
the  colored  soldiers  of  the  army  in  the  digging  of  the  Dutch  Gap 
Canal,  which  by  cutting  off  a  considerable  bend  in  the  James  river 
would  it  was  hoped  avoid  several  strong  Confederate  fortification* 
and  allow  the  approach  of  Union  war  vessels  nearer  to  Richmond. 
The  bulkhead  of  earth  was  blown  out  on  the  1st  of  January,  l*t>o. 
but  the  result  was  a  failure.  At  the  presidential  election  of  1804. 
General  Butler  was  ordered  to  New  York  to  keep  the  peace,  and  ou 
his  return  took  part  in  the  operations  against  Fort  Fisher,  the  main 
defense  of  Wilmington,  N.  C.  Preliminary  to  the  combined  naval 
and  military  attack,  a  vessel  loaded  with  215  tons  of  powder  was 
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i;ar  to  the  fort  and  exploded,  in  the  hope  of  demolishing  the 
cations,  though  the  result  proved  the  effect  to  be  very  insignili- 
Oencral  Butler  commanded  the  land  forces  intended  to  act 
ncction  with  the  powerful  fleet  of  Admiral  Porter,  and  on  the 
»f  December  had  landed  a  portion  of  them,  when  the  weather 
ing  so  rough  as  to  prevent  further  operations,  and  hearing 
ostile  reinforcements  were  near,  the  general  felt  justified  in 
■arking  his  troops  and  temporarily  abandoning  the  attempt, 
jsult  was  a  great  disappointment  to  the  country  and  especially 
leral  Grant,  who  relieved  General  Butler  of  his  command. 
5  succeeded  in  the  command  of  the  Department  and  the  Army 
James  by  General  E.  O.  C.  Ord,  and  did  not  again  take  the 
iring  the  war,  resigning  Ids  commission  November  30,  1805. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Sumner  Carrath 

e  of  the  original  captains  of  the  First  Massachusetts  Regi- 
nlisting  from  Chelsea,  and  served  with  that  regiment  till  the 
f  Fair  Oaks,  when  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  arm  and 
1  to  Massachusetts  where  he  was  commissioned  major  of  the 
ifth  Regiment,  which  he  commanded  at  Antietam,  where  he 
inded  in  the  neck,  having  previously  been  advanced  to  the 
lieutenant  colonel.  On  the  14th  of  November,  at  Fauquier 
ulphur  Springs,  having  crossed  the  Rappahannock  in  search 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Carruth  was  captured  by  a  scouting  party 
iciny,  but  was  exchanged  and  rejoined  his  regiment  at  New- 
s,  accompanying  it  to  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  Mississippi, 
mmissioncd  colonel  April  25,  1803.  Though  suffering 
mi  ill-health  during  subsequent  campaigns.  Colonel  Carruth 
e  to  take  the  field  was  often  in  command  of  his  brigade, 
e  reorganization  of  the  Ninth  Corps  for  the  campaign  of 
»vas  appointed  to  command  the  First  Brigade,  First  Divis- 
>osed  of  four  regiments  of  Massachusetts  soldiers  and  two 
irs.  After  this  he  was  not  much  with  the  regiment  till  the 
lys  of  its  service,  after  it  became  a  part  of  General  Potter's 
iml  Colonel  Cm-tin's  Brigade,  when  he  again  took  charge 
lirty-fifth  and  returned  with  it  to  Massachusetts  at  the 
ic  war,  his  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of  volunteers  dating 
il  2,  1805. 
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Brevet  Brigadier  General  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain 

Of  Cambridge  had  seen  active  military  service  previous  to  the  war 
of  the  rebellion,  having  enlisted  in  the  First  United  States  Dragoons 
in  1846,  before  reaching  the  age  of  16.  He  took  part  in  many  of 
the  principal  engagements  in  Mexico,  and  afterward  served  with 
a  company  of  Rangers  employed  by  the  governor  of  Durango  in 
suppressing  Apache  outrages  in  Arizona.  In  the  fall  of  1853  he  was 
a  member  of  Walker's  expedition  for  the  conquest  of  Lower  Cali- 
fornia, and  took  part  in  three  actions  which  resulted.    With  this 


Brrvht  Brig.  Gen.  S.  £.  Chamberlain. 

experience  he  was  well  qualified  to  receive  the  commission  of  first 
lieutenant  of  Company  C,  Third  Massachusetts  Militia,  which  wm? 
given  him  when  that  regiment  with  others  was  called  0**2. April  IT, 
1861,  for  three  months*  service  of  the  national  government^  Ho 
commanded  his  company  during  a  part  of  its  terra,  and  when  7^ 
regiment  returned  to  Massachusetts  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  tbv 
First  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  but  was  commissioned  captain  Xovem-i 
ber  25,  18(51.    lie  beeame  major  October  30,  1862,  and  lieutenant 
colonel  March  5,  1864.    He  was  commissioned  colonel  to  dare 
from  the  30th  of  September  following,  but  was  not  mustered  v> 
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rank.  While  serving  with  the  regiment  he  took  part  in  35 
,rements,  besides  numerous  cavalry  demonstrations,  and  was 
times  wounded — at  Poolesville  (captured),  Kelly's  Ford 
rely),  Brandy  Station,  St.  Mary's  Church,  Malvern  Hill, 
s  Station  and  Boydtown  Plank  Road.  During  the  winter  of 
and  spring  of  1863  he  was  chief  of  staff  to  General  W.  W. 
:11  till  wounded  at  Keilv's  Ford,  and  in  the  winter  of  1864 
anded  Camp  Parole  at  Annapolis.  He  was  mustered  out  at 
lal  discharge  of  the  regiment,  July  28, 1865,  but  was  at  once 
issioned  colonel  of  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  then 
led  in  Texas,  joined  the  command  and  served  with  it  till  its 
r  out  at  the  close  of  October,  1865.  He  received  the  brevet 
,'adier  general  to  date  from  the  24th  of  February,  1865,  for 
t  and  meritorious  conduct  in  covering  the  retreat  of  Gregg's 
m  of  cavalry  at  the  disastrous  battle  of  St.  Mary's  Church. 
6  he  was  appointed  assistant  quartermaster  general  with  the 
f  colonel  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Bullock;  in  1871  was  ap- 
I  warden  of  the  state-prison  of  Massachusetts,  held  the  posi- 
r  ten  years  and  resigned  in  1881. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Thomas  E.  Chlckering 

ton  was  for  many  years  previous  to  the  war  a  valuable  officer 
Massachusetts  Militia,  at  one  time  commanding  the  New 
d  Guards.    He  was  made  colonel  of  the  Forty-first  Massa- 
s  Volunteers,  with  commission  dating  from  September  15, 
nd  left  the  state  with  his  command  November  5  following  to 
;  expedition  of  General  Banks  for  Louisiana.    Apart  from 
es  with  the  regiment,  he  was  frequently  assigned  to  responsi- 
tions  of  wider  scope.    Early  in  March,  1863,  he  commanded 
dition  from  Baton  Rouge  for  the  destruction  of  bridges  over 
lite  river,  and  returning  from  the  successful  prosecution  of 
ject  was  placed  in  command  of  the  post  at  Baton  Rouge 
le  bulk  of  the  army  under  General  Banks  made  a  demon- 
to  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson.    During  the  movement  of 
army  through  the  interior  of  Louisiana  lie  was  successively 
governor  of  Opelousas  and  commandant  of  the  military 
Barre's  Landing.    On  the  17th  of  June,  his  regiment  was 
med  into  the  Third  Massachusetts  Cavalry  and  assigned  to 
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the  brigade  of  General  Grierson,  engaged  in  outpost  and  scouting 
duty  in  connection  with  the  various  movements  of  the  Army  of  the 
Gulf.    Colonel  Chickering  resigned  his  commission  on  the  1st  of 


Brevet  Brig.  Gun  T.  E.  Chickering. 


September,  1864,  and  received  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of 
volunteers  from  the  13th  of  March,  1865.  He  died  at  his  home  in 
Boston  on  the  14th  of  February,  1871. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Robert  E.  Clary, 

A  native  of  Springfield,  was  appointed  from  Massachusetts  to  the 
military  academy  at  West  Point  in  1823,  graduating  July  1,  1828, 
when  he  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  of  the  First  Infantn. 
He  served  in  various  portions  of  the  country,  rising  through  the 
successive  grades  till  the  opening  of  the  rebellion  found  him  a  staff 
major  and  chief  quartermaster  of  the  department  of  Utah.  His 
service  was  principally  in  the  quartermaster's  department,  and  he 
was  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia  from 
November,  1801,  to  July,  1802,  then  of  the  Army  of  Virginia  under 
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ral  Pope;  then  of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest  to  the  20th 
ireh,  1863.  He  then  served  in  the  quartermaster  general's 
at  Washington  till  August  24, 1804,  when  he  was  placed  in 
e  of  the  Memphis  depot,  where  he  remained  till  the  close  of 
ar.  He  was  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  regular 
Ipril  15, 1864,  colonel  July  29,  1800,  and  was  retired,  being 
2  years  of  age,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1869.  He  was  brevetted 
lier  general  on  the  13th  of  March,  1865,  on  account  of  faithful 
leritorious  services  during  the  rebellion. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  William  Cogswell 

is  law  office  at  Salem  to  raise  a  company  for  the  Second  Regi- 
and  entered  the  service  May  24,  1861,  as  captain  in  that 
zation,  rising  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  October  23, 
and  on  the  6th  of  June  following  being  promoted  to  the 
Icy.  He  commanded  the  regiment  most  of  the  time  from  An- 
to  Atlanta,  and  was  post  commandant  at  the  latter  place.  At 
lah  on  the  loth  of  December  following,  he  received  the  brevet 
;adier  general  of  volunteers  and  a  month  later  was  assigned 
command  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Twentieth 
He  led  his  command  through  the  Carolinas,  rendering  valu- 
rvice  at  the  battles  of  Averysboro  and  Bentonville,  and  was 
ed  out  of  service  June  25,  1865. 

• 

Brevet  Major  General  Cyrus  B.  Comstoek 

»rn  in  Massachusetts  in  1831,  entered  the  Military  Academv 
t  Point  at  the  age  of  20  and  graduated  in  1855,  receiving 
the  autumn  of  that  year  a  commission  as  second  lieutenant 
ineers.  During  the  next  four  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
y  duties  of  his  rank,  and  from  1859  to  1861  was  an  assist- 
ructor  at  West  Point,  being  commissioned  first  lieutenant 
1860.  While  Washington  was  being  fortified  during  the 
:irt  of  1861  and  the  following  winter,  he  served  efficiently 
General  Barnard,  the  chief  engineer,  as  he  did  in  the  Penin- 
mpiiign  of  1862,  and  at  South  Mountain  and  Antietam.  Dur- 
winter  and  spring  following  he  was  chief  engineer  of  the 
f  the  Potomac,  but  early  in  1803  was  transferred  to  the  De- 
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part  men  t  of  the  Tennessee  and  as  chief  engineer  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  for  which  he 
received  the  brevet  of  major,  having  in  March  been  commissioned 
captain.  On  the  19th  of  November  he  was  made  assistant  ins|>ector 
general  of  the  Department  of  the  Mississippi,  with  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  colonel  of  volunteers,  which  he  held  till  the  28th  of 
March,  1864,  when  he  was  made  a  member  of  Lieutenant  General 
Grant's  staff,  being  for  some  two  years  senior  aide.  In  this  position 
he  rendered  valuable  service,  receiving  the  brevet  of  lieutenant 


Brevet  Major  Grvrral  C.  U  Comstock. 


colonel  for  the  part  taken  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  He  was 
chief  engineer  of  the  Fort  Fisher  expedition  of  1865,  winning  thtr> 
the  brevet  of  colonel ;  and  was  senior  engineer  of  the  operations 
of  General  Canby  against  Mobile,  where  he  obtained  the  additional 
brevet  of  brigadier  general,  United  States  Army.  He  also  received 
in  the  volunteer  service  the  brevets  of  colonel  and  brigadier  sres- 
eral  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  capture  of  Fort 
Fishrr,  and  of  major  general  for  his  part  in  the  campaign  airain-* 
Mobile,  the  three  Fort  Fisher  brevets  datimr  from  the  loth  of  Janu- 
ary  and  that  of  major  general  from  the  26th  of  March.  1>«^ 
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r  the  close  of  the  war  he  remained  on  the  staff  of  the  general 
e  army  till  May  3, 1870,  when  he  returned  to  duty  in  the  engi- 
department.  He  is  a  member  of  the  National  Academy  of 
ces,  of  the  Permanent  Board  of  Engineers,  and  President  of 
rississippi  River  Commission,  and  was  author  of  the  report  on 
'rimary  Triangulation  of  the  United  States  Lake  Survey. 


Major  General  Darius  N.  Conch, 

e  of  Now  York,  was  appointed  from  that  state  to  the  Military 
3mv  at  West  Point  in  1842,  srraduatinir  four  vears  later  and 
made  brevet  second  lieutenant  of  the  Fourth  Artillery.  In 


Major  General  Darii  s  N  Couch. 


r  with  Mexico  he  received  a  commission  as  second  and  brevet 
lieutenant  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  at  the  battle 
tia  Vista.  Subsequently  he  was  in  garrison  at  Fortress  Mon- 
>rt  Pickens  and  at  Key  West  Barracks,  where  he  was  in 
nd,  and  took  part  in  the  Seminole  war  of  1849-50,  winning 
umendation  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  promptness  in 
•  his  command  up  the  east  coast  of  Florida  for  the  protec- 
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tion  of  the  settlers.  Resigning  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  in 
1855,  he  located  at  Taunton  three  years  later,  and  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  copper  sheathing  when  the  war  broke  out. 
Offering  his  services  to  Governor  Andrew,  he  was  authorized  to 
raise  the  Seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment,  was  commissioned  its 
colonel  and  accompanied  it  to  Washington.  Taking  command  of 
the  brigade  of  which  his  regiment  formed  a  part,  he  received  the 
commission  of  brigadier  general  of  volunteers  dating  from  May 
17,  1861,  continuing  in  command  during  the  fall  and  winter  at 
Brightwood  in  the  northern  defenses  of  Washington.  In  the 
organization  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  for  the  Peninsular  cam- 
paign in  the  spring  of  1862,  General  Couch  was  given  command  of 
a  division  of  the  Fourth  Corps,  holding  the  left  of  the  Union  line 
during  the  siege  of  Yorktown  and  in  the  subsequent  campaign 
rendering  signal  service  at  the  battles  of  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks. 
Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill.  Moving  his  division  to  Alexandria  in 
support  of  Pope's  retreat  from  Manassas,  he  joined  in  the  Man- 
land  campaign  which  succeeded  it,  having  again  the  left  of  the 
army  and  consequently  taking  no  active  part  in  the  battle  of  An- 
tietam.  Having  been  commissioned  major  general  of  volunteers 
dating  from  July  4, 1862,  he  was  in  October  given  command  of  the 
Second  Corps  at  Harper's  Ferry.  At  Fredericksburg  his  corps 
bore  the  brunt  of  the  fight,  losing  over  4000  officers  and  men  in 
the  attempt  to  carry  the  enemy's  works  on  the  bights  above  the 
city.  The  same  corps,  under  his  command  at  Chancellorsville  lost 
more  than  2000,  attesting  the  earnest  and  deadly  nature  of  its 
work.  Soon  after  the  battle  General  Couch  was  obliged  by  ill- 
health  to  forego  an  active  command,  though  his  name  was  at  the 
time  under  consideration  by  the  President  as  the  successor  to 
Hooker  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Declining  to 
be  considered  himself,  General  Couch  suggested  to  Mr.  Lincoln 
the  name  of  General  Meade  as  being  best  fitted  for  the  responsible 
place — a  suggestion  which  was  some  time  later  acted  upon.  In 
June,  1863,  the  Department  of  the  Susquehanna  was  created  and 
placed  under  command  of  General  Couch,  with  head-quarters  at 
Harrisburg,  and  he  was  instructed  to  raise  and  organize  a  force  of 
militia  to  resist  the  invasion  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  Confederates 
under  Lee.  Considering  the  limited  time  and  all  elements  of  the 
material  at  hand,  much  ability  was  displayed  by  General  Conch  iu 
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field,  while  the  defeat  of  the  invaders  at  Gettysburg  assured 
le  loyal  states  immunity  from  future  irruptions  in  force.  The 
rtment  was  continued  under  the  same  command,  however,  till 
nnbcr,  1864,  when  General  Couch  was  directed  to  report  to 
;ral  Thomas  at  Nashville,  then  besieged  by  Hood's  army.  On 
line:  the  city  General  Couch  was  assigned  by  Thomas  to  the 
nand  of  the  Fourth  Corps,  but  that  arrangement  not  meeting 
pproval  of  the  Washington  authorities  he  was  given  command 
e  Second  Division,  Twenty -third  Corps.  In  the  battle  of 
ville  which  soon  followed  this  division  bore  an  honorable  part, 
ting  against  the  enemy's  left,  and  capturing  guns  and  pris- 
.  During  the  winter  the  corps,  commanded  by  General  Scho- 
was  transferred  by  way  of  Washington  to  North  Carolina. 
i\s  Division  started  from  Wilmington  on  the  6th  of  March, 
to  effect  a  junction  with  the  rest  of  the  corps  under  Schofield 
icing  from  Newborn,  the  point  of  junction  being  Kinston  and 
estination  Goldsboro.  This  march  of  the  Second  Division 
nade  with  such  celerity,  notwithstanding  some  formidable 
;les,  that  the  enemy  who  had  successfully  attacked  Schofield 
compelled  to  retire,  leaving  that  officer's  route  to  Kinston 

On  the  25th  of  March  General  Couch  took  position  at  Mos- 
lll,  midway  between  Kinston  and  Goldsboro,  to  protect  supply 
running  from  Kinston  to  General  Sherman's  head-quarters 
dsboro.  The  plan  adopted  by  General  Couch  in  this  iinpor- 
uty  was  bo  perfect  that  not  a  train  carrying  stores  to  the 

troops  was  attacked.  Instead  of  undertaking  to  closely 
the  30  miles  of  railway,  he  kept  the  enemy,  who  lay  on  his 
under  constant  alarm  by  daily  pushing  bodies  of  troops  in 
Jireetion,  adopting  daily  a  different  route,  thus  keeping  the 

Confederate  force  constantly  on  the  alert  for  their  own 
The  war  being  finished,  General  Couch,  having  served  ably 
ithfully  in  whatever  station  he  had  been  placed,  offered  his 
it  ion,  which  was  accepted  June  9,  1865.  At  the  deposit  of 
tie- flags  of  the  returned  regiments  at  the  State  House,  Dec- 
22,  1865,  where  they  are  still  sacredly  preserved,  General 

w  ith  General  Edward  W.  IJincks  as  chief  of  staff,  com- 
1  the  column  of  veterans  representing  nearly  every  command 
went  from  the  state,  as  they  proudly  bore  the  tattered  stnnd- 

their  final  resting  place. 
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Brigadier  General  Robert  Cowdin, 

Of  Boston,  was  colonel  of  the  First  Massachusetts  Regiment  of 
Massachusetts  Militia  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  on  his  com- 
mand being  reorganized  for  the  three-years'  service  he  retained  the 
rank,  leading  his  regiment  through  its  earlier  experiences,  includ- 
ing the  battle  of  Blackburn's  Ford.  In  October  following,  as  sen- 
ior colonel  he  took  command  of  the  brigade,  which  was  ordered  to 
duty  on  the  Maryland  shore  of  the  Potomac  below  Washington, 

*•  w  CD 

which  command  he  retained  till  February  17. 1862,  when  he  re- 
turned to  the  regiment  and  with  it  shared  the  experiences  of  the 
Peninsular  and  Manassas  campaigns.  Again  taking  command  of 
the  brigade  (Grover's),  on  the  1st  of  September,  Colonel  Cowdin 
retained  that  position  during  the  month,  when  he  received  from  the 
President  the  appointment  of  brigadier  general  for  distinguished 
conduct  at  the  battle  of  Williamsburg.  Reporting  to  Washington 
for  orders,  he  was  assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade  of  Abercroinbie's 
Division,  located  near  Upton's  Hill,  Va.,  with  which  he  served  till 
the  adjournment  of  Congress  on  the  4th  of  March,  1863,  when, 
that  body  having  failed  to  confirm  his  appointment,  his  commission 
expired,  he  returned  to  Massachusetts  and  did  not  again  enter  the 
field.    General  Cowdin  died  of  cancer  of  the  stomach,  July  9, 1874. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Charles  H.  Crane,  M.  D., 

Born  in  Rhode  Island  in  1825,  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1844 
and  from  the  Medical  Department  of  Harvard  University  in  1847. 
He  was  approved  for  medical  service  in  the  United  States  Army  a 
few  months  later,  and  early  in  1848  joined  the  army  in  Mexico,  as 
assistant  surgeon.  He  served  later  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  in  Flor- 
ida and  on  the  Pacific  Coast  till  1856,  rendering  valuable  service 
during  the  Indian  troubles  there.  He  was  then  for  more  than  two 
years  a  member  of  an  examining  board,  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
rebellion  was  on  duty  at  army  head-quarters.  He  was  made  full 
surgeon  on  the  21st  of  May,  1861,  and  was  on  duty  at  Key  West 
and  in  the  Department  of  the  South  till  September,  1863,  when  be 
entered  the  surgeon  general's  office  at  Washington.  Dating  from 
the  13th  of  March,  1865,  he  was  brevctted  lieutenant  colonel,  ami 
brigadier  general  in  the  regular  army  in  appreciation  of  his  serv- 
ices.   He  was  afterward  medical  director  of  the  Department  of  the 
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•th,  was  made  colonel  and  assistant  surgeon  general  July  28, 
6,  and  011  the  3d  of  July,  1882,  was  promoted  to  be  surgeon 


Surgeon  General  Charles  H.  Crane. 


•al  of  the  United  States  Army — a  position  which  he  had  filled 
of  the  time  during  his  lesser  rank.    He  died  at  Washington 
e  10th  of  October,  1883. 


Brevet  Major  General  George  II.  Crosman 

appointed  from  his  native  Massachusetts  to  the  Military  Acad- 
t  West  Point  in  1819  and  graduated  four  years  later,  when 
s  commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  the  Sixth  United  States 
;ry.  He  served  in  various  portions  of  the  country,  largely  in 
mmissary  or  quartermaster  departments,  taking  part  in  the 

Hawk  war  of  1832,  and  in  the  Indian  war  of  1830-7  served 
ef  quartermaster.  He  also  held  the  same  rank  in  the  occu- 
of  Texas  preceding  the  Mexican  war,  and  was  brevettcd 

for  gallant  service  at  the  battle  of  Palo  Alto.  His  duties 
henceforth  entirely  connected  with  the  quartermaster's  de- 
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partment,  at  St.  Louis  and  in  the  department  of  Utah  till  the  fall 
of  1860.  During  the  rebellion  he  served  as  chief  quartermaster  of 
the  Department  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Shenandoah  from  April 
29  to  August  24,  1861,  being  afterward  depot  quartermaster  at 


Brbvbt  Major  General  George  H.  Crosman. 


Philadelphia  till  after  the  close  of  the  war.  He  attained  to  the 
rank  of  colonel  February  26,  1863,  and  March  13,  1865,  was  bre- 
vetted  brigadier  general  and  major  general,  United  States  Army, 
for  "faithful  and  meritorious  services  during  the  rebellion/'  He- 
was  retired  July  26,  1866,  being  over  62  years  of  age,  and  died  at 
Philadelphia  May  28,  1882. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Caspar  Crowninshield 

Of  Boston  entered  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  as  cap- 
tain, his  commission  dating  from  July  10,  1861.  He  served  with 
that  regiment  but  a  short  time,  being  commissioned  captain  in  the 
First  Massachusetts  Cavalry  on  the  25th  of  November.  After 
serving  with  the  First  till  the  following  summer,  he  was  commis- 
sioned senior  major  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry  and  M 
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first  detachment  of  five  companies  of  that  regiment  which  left 
state  on  the  12th  of  February,  1863,  his  commission  dating  from 
30th  of  January.  With  this  battalion  he  served  on  the  Virginia 
insula  till  ordered  to  the  vicinity  of  Washington  to  join  the  rest 
he  regiment  under  Colonel  Lowell ;  but  as  the  latter  most  of  the 
?  commanded  a  brigade  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Russell  was  ab- 
,  Major  Crowninshield  was  much  of  the  time  commanding  ofti- 
jf  the  Second  till  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  promoted  to 
enant  colonel  March  1, 1864,  and  on  the  death  of  Colonel  Low- 
3ctober  21  of  that  year,  he  succeeded  to  the  colonelcy.  He  led 
irigade  of  which  his  regiment  formed  a  part  in  the  final  grand 
ge  at  Cedar  Creek,  and  in  subsequent  operations,  and  thence- 
i  to  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  sometimes  at  the  head  of  his 
nent  and  sometimes  had  a  larger  command.  After  the  sur- 
er of  thp  Confederate  armies,  his  regiment  being  encamped 
in  the  Washington  defenses  and  the  muster  out  of  the  voiun- 
army  being  in  progress,  he  resigned  his  commission  on  the 
of  June,  1865,  anticipating  by  about  a  month  the  return  to 
iachusetts  of  his  command.  His  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of 
itecrs  dated,  as  did  so  many  others,  from  March  13,  1865. 


Breret  Brigadier  General  James  A.  Cunningham 

loucesterwas  mustered  into  the  national  service  November  18, 
,  as  first  lieutenant  of  Company  0,  First  Battalion  Massachu- 
Infantry,  having  previously  seen  service  with  the  state  militia, 
•ompany  formed  part  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Warren  in  Ros- 
larbor,  and  when  the  battalion  was  enlarged  from  four  coni- 
s  to  six  he  was  made  captain  of  Company  F,  serving  with  this 

the  battalion  having  been  enlarged  to  the  Thirty-second  Regi- 
,  until  the  summer  of  1864,  when  by  successive  promotions  he 
idvanced  to  lieutenant  colonel,  dating  from  July  30,  1864. 
el  Edmunds  being  disabfed  at  the  battle  of  Peebles  Farm, 
mber  30,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cunningham  thenceforth  corn- 
ed the  regiment  during  the  remainder  of  its  term  of  service, 
c  morning  of  April  2,  1865,  in  command  of  a  brigade  of  skir- 
ls, he  pushed  his  way  through  from  the  Five  Forks  battle-field 

Southsidc  Railroad,  where  he  made  large  captures  of  Con- 
it  es  and  army  stores.    For  this  brilliant  achievement  he  re- 
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ceived  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general  dating  from  April  1.  On  the 
morning  of  the  9th  he  met  the  first  flag  of  truce  heralding  the  sur- 
render of  Lee's  army.  He  was  mustered  out  of  service  with  his  regi- 
ment on  the  2t>th  of  June,  and  under  Governor  Andrew's  successors 
he  was  for  many  years  the  efficient  adjutant  general  of  the  state. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Arthur  R.  Cortis 

Of  Boston  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  the  Twentieth 
Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers  from  the  25th  of  November. 
1861,  and  first  lieutenant  from  the  16th  of  January  following.  As 
such  he  served  through  the  campaigns  of  1862,  being  wounded  in 
the  leg  at  Fredericksburg.  His  promotion  to  captain  dated  from 
the  14th  of  December;  1862,  and  with  that  rank  he  served  till  the 
spring  of  1864.  The  casualties  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness. 
Mav  6,  left  him  senior  officer  on  dutv,  and  he  commanded  the  rein- 
ment  for  12  days,  being  badly  wounded  and  made  prisoner  on  the 
18th  before  Spottsylvania.  Recovering  and  being  exchanged,  he 
returned  to  the  Twentieth  on  the  12th  of  January,  1865.  having 
been  promoted  to  major  May  7  and  lieutenant  colonel  June  20, 
1864.  He  commanded  the  regiment  during  the  movements  of  the 
spring  of  1865  and  till  the  29th  of  May,  when  the  war  being  ended 
and  the  army  assembled  near  Washington,  he  resigned  his  com- 
mission. His  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of  volunteers  dated  from 
the  13th  of  March.  1865. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Greely  S.  Curtis 

Of  Boston  was  one  of  the  enthusiastic  leaders  in  the  formation  of 
the  famous  Second  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  with  which 
he  entered  the  service  as  captain  of  Company  B,  May  24,  1861. 
He  served  in  that  capacity  till  the  following  autumn,  when  he  was 
commissioned  major  of  the  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  October 
31.  and  led  the  first  battalion  of  that  arm  of  the  service  which  left 
after  the  opening  of  the  war.  In  May  following  he  commanded 
the  regiment  in  the  James  Island  expedition  against  Charleston 
and  on  the  return  of  Colonel  Williams  to  the  regular  army  wn- 
made  lieutenant  colonel  dating  from  October  30,  1862.  He  wa^ 
again  in  command  of  the  regiment  at  Kelly's  Ford  on  the  17th  of 
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rch,  1863,  and  till  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  Disability 
in  ill-health  caused  his  resignation  March  4, 1864,  after  a  little 
I  than  three  years'  faithful  service.  His  brevet  of  brigadier  gen- 
1  of  volunteers  dated  from  March  13, 1865. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Nelson  H.  Davis, 

>.  A.,  was  at  the  opening  of  the  war  a  captain  in  the  Second 
ted  States  Infantry,  having  been  appointed  to  the  Military 
idemy  from  Massachusetts,  graduating  in  1845  and  serving  in 
Mexican  war  with  distinction,  winning  a  brevet.    He  was  coin- 


Bkevbt  Uric  C.hn   Nelson  H  Davis. 


ioned  colonel  of  the  Seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment  Septem- 
1861,  but  served  in  that  capacity  less  than  three  months,  dur- 
vhich  time  he  did  much  to  bring  his  command  to  a  high  state 
liciency.  Resigning  his  commission  as  colonel  November  18, 
as  appointed  inspector  general  on  the  staff  of  General  Sumner, 
retained  that  position  till  after  the  siege  of  Yorktown  the  fol- 
ig  spring,  when  he  was  assigned  to  duty  at  General  McClellan's 
-quarters.    Being  relieved  at  his  own  request  after  the  acces- 
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sion  of  General  Burnside  to  the  command  in  November  following 
he  was  soon  after  sent  to  Tennessee  to  make  investigations  in  Gen- 
eral Roseerans's  army.  Returning  to  Washington,  he  was  at  the 
request  of  General  Hooker  assigned  to  duty  at  head-quarters  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  where  lie  served  till  October  following,  win- 
ning the  brevet  of  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  regular  army  for  gallant 
conduct  at  Gettysburg.  In  October,  1863,  he  was  assigned  to  duty 
under  General  Carleton  in  the  Department  of  New  Mexico,  with 
head-quarters  at  Santa  Fe,  and  in  fighting  the  Apaches  in  Arizona 
the  following  year  won  the  rank  of  colonel.  Dating  from  the  18th 
of  March,  1805,  he  received  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general  in  the 
regular  army,  but  continued  on  duty  in  the  Department  of  New 
Mexico  till  the  summer  of  1867.  From  that  time  General  Davis 
served  at  head-quarters  of  the  various  departments  or  under  the 
direct  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War  till  on  the  death  of  General 
D.  B.  Sacket,  inspector  general  of  the  army,  General  Davis  was  on 
the  8th  of  March,  1885,  appointed  to  the  vacancy,  with  the  rank  of 
brigadier  general.  This  position  he  filled  till  the  20th  of  September 
following,  when  he  was  placed  on  the  retired  list  by  the  operation 
of  law,  after  40  years  of  honorable  and  active  service. 


Bro?et  Major  General  Charles  Devens,  Jr., 

A  lawyer  of  Worcester,  was  not  identified  with  the  militia  service 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  but  promptly  accepted  the  com- 
mand of  the  Third  Battalion  of  Rifles  with  the  rank  of  major,  leav- 
ing unfinished  a  case  on  which  he  was  engaged  in  the  Supreme 
Court.  He  was  ordered  on  the  20th  of  April  to  set  out  with  his 
command  for  the  endangered  capital,  and  that  evening  left  Worces- 
ter for  Washington  by  way  of  New  York  and  Annapolis.  From 
the  latter  city  he  was  ordered  to  Fort  McHenry  at  Baltimore,  the 
presence  of  his  command  assuring  the  safety  of  that  stronghold 
and  no  doubt  doing  much  toward  the  retention  of  Maryland  to  the 
Union.  Before  the  term  of  service  of  the  battalion  expired  Major 
Devens  was  on  the  15th  of  July,  1861,  commissioned  as  colonel  of 
the  Fifteenth  Regiment,  then  being  recruited  at  Worcester,  and  with 
that  organization  he  went  to  the  front  for  the  second  time.  Being 
stationed  with  his  regiment  at  Poolesville,  Md.,  late  in  August, 
Colonel  Devens  was  sent  across  the  Potomac  on  the  night  of  the 
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1  of  October,  with  instructions  to  find  and  break  up  a  supposed 
federate  camp  on  the  Virginia  side.  The  result  was  the  dis- 
ous  battle  of  Ball's  Bluff,  in  which  the  regiment  lost  heavily, 
•nel  Derens,  who  was  slightly  wounded,  only  escaping  by  swim- 
*  across  the  river,  assisted  by  some  of  his  soldiers.  With  the 
ing  of  the  Peninsular  campaign  he  was  commissioned  a  briga- 
general,  dating  from  April  15,  180*2,  and  on  the  3d  of  May 
command  of  the  Third  Brigade  of  Couch's  Division  of  Reyes's 


Dkevet  Maj.  Gen.  Charles  Devens,  Jr. 


h)  Corps.  At  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  on  the  31st  of  May, 
ived  a  bullet  wound  which  disabled  him  for  some  two  months, 
unied  the  command  of  the  brigade  July  26,  and  retained  it 
following  spring,  being  at  times  in  command  of  the  division 
the  absence  of  General  Couch.  At  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
volunteered  to  lead  the  passage  of  the  Rappahannock  at 
er  or  "  Franklin  "  bridges  :  which  was  done  without  loss  or 
resistance,  the  brigade  holding  the  hostile  shore  unsupported 
the  night  which  followed.  lie  also  volunteered  to  cover  the 
ng  after  the  close  of  the  battle,  and  did  so  with  equal  credit, 
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his  command,  then  known  as  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division. 
Sixth  Corps,  consisting  of  the  Seventh,  Tenth  and  Thirty-seventh 
Massachusetts  Regiments,  Second  Rhode  Island  and  Thirty-sixth 
New  York.    On  the  21st  of  April,  1863,  he  bade  farewell  to  the 
brigade,  having  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  First  Division. 
Eleventh  Corps,  which  he  commanded  at  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville.    While  striving  to  rally  his  command  during  the  rout  of  May 
2,  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  foot.    After  the  Draft  riots  of 
the  following  July,  General  Devens,  not  being  able  to  return  to 
active  duty  in  the  field,  was  assigned  to  command  the  Massachu- 
setts draft  rendezvous,  in  Boston  Harbor,  where  he  remained  till 
the  following  spring,  when  he  rejoined  the  army  in  the  field,  taking 
a  command  in  the  Eighteenth  Corps  at  the  special  request  of  Gen- 
eral W.  F.  Smith,  its  commander,  and  having  part  in  the  engage- 
ments at  Port  Walthal,  Arrowfield  Church,  etc.,  under  General  But- 
ler, then  operating  from  Bermuda  Hundred  in  co-operation  with  the 
campaign  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.     When,  a  little  later, 
three  divisions  were  sent  under  General  Smith  to  join  the  latter 
army,  General  Devens  commanded  one  of  them  —  a  provisional 
division  of  three  brigades  from  the  Tenth  Corps.    With  this  he 
fought  bravely  at  Cold  Harbor,  but  was  soon  afterward  prostrated 
by  rheumatic  fever,  serving  during  convalescence  as  president  of  a 
military  commission  for  the  trial  of  various  classes  of  offenders, 
and  when  recovered  was  assigned  by  General  Ord  to  the  command 
of  the  First  Division,  Eighteenth  Corps.    At  the  reorganization  of 
the  Army  of  the  James  he  took  command  of  the  Third  Division. 
Twenty-Fourth  Corps, — the  first  organization  to  enter  the  city  of 
Richmond  on  the  3d  of  April,  1865,  from  which  day  Devens's  hn> 
vct  of  major  general  of  volunteers  "  for  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct" was  dated,  at  the  request  of  General  Grant.    He  remained 
with  this  division  till  the  corps  was  mustered  out  of  service,  when 
he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Northeast  Military  District 
of  Virginia,  and  at  the  end  of  August  was  ordered  to  the  command 
of  the  Military  Division  of  Charleston,  embracing  the  eastern  sec- 
tion  of  South  Carolina,  where  he  remained  till  the  summer  of  ISM. 
when  he  was  mustered  out  after  more  than  five  years  of  very  honor- 
able service.    He  served  as  Attorney  General  of  the  United  State* 
in  President  Hayes's  cabinet,  being  reappointed  afterward  to  the  su- 
preme judicial  bench  of  Massachusetts,  from  which  he  had  resign  <i. 
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Brevet  Brigadier  General  Arthur  F.  Deverem 

ialem  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  captain  of  the  Salem 
t  Infantry,  a  Zouave  organization  of  high  repute  attached  to 
Seventh  Regiment,  Massachusetts  Militia.  When  the  Eighth 
merit  was  sent  out  on  the  18th  of  April,  1861,  for  three  months' 
ce,  Captain  Devereux's  company  was  attached  to  that  regiment 
)mpany  J.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Eighth  at  Annapolis  on  the 
ing  of  the  21st,  Captain  Dcvereux  with  his  own  company  and 
other  soldiers  from  the  regiment  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 


Brbvbi  Bkiu.  Gbn.  A.  F.  Dbvbrbux. 


Constitution,  which  was  sent  to  New  York.  In  a  special 
ssued  at  the  time,  Oeneral  Butler  said  :  I  have  authorized 
i  Dcvereux  to  obtain  supplies  and  transportation  for  himself 
;n  wherever  he  may  deem  proper  and  the  faith  and  credit  of 
te  of  Massachusetts  are  pledged  for  the  payment  thereof." 
ys  after  the  muster  out  of  the  Eighth,  Captain  Devereux  was 
>sioned  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Nineteenth  Regiment,  and 
promotion  of  Colonel  Hincks  to  a  brigadier  generalship  Dcve- 
is  made  colonel,  dating  from  November  29,  1862.    As  such 
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he  served  till  the  early  spring  of  1804,  when  he  resigned,  on  the 
27th  of  February.  At  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  at  the  critical 
moment  of  the  third  day,  when  General  Pickett's  Division  of  Con- 
federates seemed  on  the  point  of  breaking  the  Union  line,  Colonel 
Devereux  obtained  of  General  Hancock  permission  to  put  his  regi- 
ment into  action.  His  men  met  the  head  of  Pickett's  column  breast 
to  breast,  fighting  so  closely  that  the  bearer  of  the  Massachusetts 
state  flag  knocked  down  with  his  flagstaff  a  Virginia  color  sergeant 
and  took  his  flag.  On  the  surrender  of  Pickett's  men,  Colonel  Deve- 
reux had  on  his  arm  four  colors  wrested  from  the  enemy,  for  which 
he  received  official  receipts.  After  the  battle  he  was  sent  to  Mas- 
sachusetts for  duty  during  the  draft,  and  was  in  command  of  the 
garrison  at  the  draft  rendezvous  on  Long  Island  till  November,  when 
he  returned  to  the  army  and  took  command  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Second  Corps.  At  Mine  Run  he  was  selected  to 
lead  the  forlorn  hope  in  the  attempt  to  turn  the  Confederate  right,  but 
the  assault  was  not  ordered.  His  resignation  was  due  to  imperative 
family  considerations,  and  was  reluctantly  tendered.  He  was 
wounded  at  Antietam  and  at  the  Second  Bull  Run,  and  received 
the  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of  volunteers  from  March  13,  1865. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Charles  k,  B.  Pimon 

Of  Salem  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  J,  Eighth  Massachusetts 
Volunteer  Militia,  April  17, 1861,  and  served  with  it  during  the 
three  months  for  which  it  was  called  into  service,  the  company  being 
one  of  those  which  boarded  the  United  States  frigate  Constitution, 
anchored  off  Annapolis,  and  escorted  her  to  a  place  of  safety  in 
New  York  harbor.  Being  mustered  out  August  1,  following,  Mr. 
Dimon  gave  his  energies  to  the  organization  of  the  "  Eastern  Bar 
State  Regiment,"  afterward  the  Thirtieth  Massachusetts,  serving 
as  adjutant  under  direction  of  General  Butler  and  being  formally 
commissioned  and  mustered  to  that  position  February  20,  IStVl 
In  September  following  he  was  attached  to  the  staff  of  Colonel  X. 
A.  M.  Dudley,  commanding  a  brigade,  but  on  the  20th  of  Octolier 
was  commissioned  major  of  the  Second  Louisiana  Volunteers,  a 
white  regiment  recruited  in  that  state.  While  adjutant  of  the 
Thirtieth  he  took  part  in  the  various  movements  of  that  command, 
including  the  operations  at  the  bend  opposite  Vicksburg,  the  battle 
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Jaton  Rouge,  etc.,  and  as  major  of  the  Louisianians  engaged  in 
battle  of  Plains  Store,  May  10, 1863,  the  first  reconnaissance 
list  Port  Hudson  five  days  later,  volunteered  to  lead  uthe  for- 
hopc"atthc  first  storming  of  the  works  there  May  27,  and 
took  part  in  the  second  assault  a  few  weeks  later.  On  the  1st 
pril,  1864,  he  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  First 
ed  States  Volunteers,  a  regiment  which  he  was  largely  instru- 
al  in  recruiting  from  the  Confederate  prisoners  at  Point  Look- 
ed. Four  months  later  he  was  made  colonel  of  the  regiment, 
luring  August  commanded  the  expedition  to  Carrituck  Sound 
Suffolk,  Va.  Colonel  Dimon  with  his  regiment  was  ordered  to 
ta  in  the  fall  of  1804,  on  the  breaking  out  of  Indian  hostilities 
,  and  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  marched  six  companies  of 
gimcnt  some  600  miles  through  Dakota  territory,  built  Fort 
)n  the  Missouri  river  and  was  in  command  of  the  three  posts 
ops  stationed  from  the  mouth  of  the  Yellowstone  river  to 
lice.  The  hostile  Indians  were  fought  during  the  winter,  but 
verity  of  the  service  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  while  he  lost 
n  in  action,  86  were  lost  from  scurvy.  The  following  spring 
s  sent  by  General  Pope,  commanding  the  department,  to 
ngton  to  consult  with  Secretary  Stanton  as  to  the  policy  to  be 
(1  toward  the  Indians,  and  on  his  return  rode  on  horseback  from 
s  City  to  Fort  Rice,  850  miles  through  a  wild,  barren  country, 
'  500  miles  being  made  in  nine  days.  A  treaty  was  made  with 
liana  during  the  summer,  and  November  27, 1865,  General 
was  mustered  out  of  the  military  service  of  the  United  Sl  ates 
Leavenworth,  Kan.  His  brevet  rank  dated  from  March  13, 
jv  "gallant  and  meritorious  services  during  the  war." 


Bre?et  Brigadier  General  Alonio  G.  Draper 

n  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  as  captain 
jany  C,  Fourteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  July  5, 1861, 
lc  regiment  had  been  changed  to  the  First  Heavy  Artillery 
on  the  16th  of  January,  1863,  commissioned  major,  and 
a  that  capacity  till  the  2d  of  August  of  that  year,  when  he 
ie  colonel  of  the  Second  North  Carolina  Volunteers  (col- 
After  serving  for  a  time  in  North  Carolina  the  regiment 
isferred  to  the  Army  of  the  James.    Colonel  Draper  was 
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much  of  the  time  in  command  of  the  brigade  of  which  his  regi- 
ment formed  a  part,  which  under  General  Ord  was  the  First  Bri- 
gade, First  Division,  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps.  He  received  his 
brevet  to  date  from  October  28, 1864,  on  account  of  gallant  ser- 
vices rendered  in  the  battle  of  that  date  at  Fair  Oaks  during  a  de- 
monstration of  tho  Army  of  the  James  against  Richmond.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  he  remained  in  service  and  died  on  the  3d  of 
September,  1865,  from  an  accidental  gunshot  wound. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  William  F.  Draper 

Of  Milford  began  to  serve  his  country  as  a  private  in  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Regiment  September  9,  1861,  receiving  the  commission  of 


Brevet  Ukio.  Gbn.  William  F.  Draper. 


second  lieutenant  October  11,  and  that  of  first  lieutenant  April  15, 
1862.  He  served  with  the  Signal  Corps  in  North  Carolina  till  the 
formation  of  the  Thirty -sixth  Regiment,  when  he  was  made  captain 
of  its  Company  F,  August  12,  1$62;  he  was  promoted  to  major 
August  17,  1863,  and  from  the  10th  of  October  following  was  in 
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unand  of  the  regiment  with  a  brief  exception  during  April, 
4,  till  the  Gth  of  May  of  that  year,  when  he  was  severely  wounded 
be  Wilderness.    His  commission  as  lieutenant  colonel  dated 

I  that  day,  and  on  the  10th  of  August,  having  recovered  suffi- 

I I  v ,  he  resumed  the  command,  which  lie  held  till  the  1-th  of 
>ber,  when  having  completed  three  years  of  faithful  service  he 
■ed  to  private  life,  receiving  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of 
nteers  to  date  from  March  13, 180"), 44 for  gallant  and  meritori* 
services  in  the  field  during  the  war." 


Brevet  Brigadier  Cieneral  Nathan  A.  M.  Dudley 

oxbury  was  in  early  life  identified  with  the  militia  of  his  state, 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1855,  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant 


Brkvkt  Brig.  Gen.  N.  A   M.  Dudi.fv. 


npany  E,  Tenth  United  States  Infantry,  with  which  he  served 
j  the  next  two  years  in  the  Indian  troubles  un  the  western 
?r,  winnimr  commendation  for  crallantrv  at  the  battle  of  Blue 
,  in  the  fall  of  1855,  ami  in  other  encounters.  In  the  fall  of 
he  marched  with  his  company  from  Fort  Laramie  to  Fort 
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Snelling  in  Minnesota,  across  an  unexplored  portion  of  Indian  Ter- 
ritory. Going  thence  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  Lieutenant  Dudley  with 
his  company  formed  part  of  the  Utah  expedition  of  1857,  which 
failing  in  its  attempt  to  reach  the  Mormon  settlement  passed  the 
winter  on  Black's  Fork,  being  for  more  than  five  months  on  half 
rations  without  salt.  Utah  was  reached  in  the  spring  of  I808,  and 
on  the  return  of  the  expedition  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war 
Company  E  under  Lieutenant  Dudley  formed  the  rear  guard  of  the 
column.  On  the  7th  of  May,  1801,  he  was  made  captain,  remaining 
on  duty  at  Washington  till  the  5th  of  February,  1802,  when  he  was 
granted  leave  of  absence  to  accept  the  colonelcy  of  the  Thirtieth 
Massachusetts  Regiment,  taking  part  in  General  Butlers  New 
Orleans  expedition.  He  was  assigned  to  command  the  city,  after 
its  occupation,  and  was  for  a  time  a  member  of  the  commission  to 
try  persons  accused  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors.  Early  in 
June  he  commanded  an  expedition  from  Baton  Rouge  into  the  in- 
terior, and  was  with  his  regiment  in  the  demonstration  against 
Vicksburg  in  July.  At  the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  August  5,  he 
commanded  the  right  wing  of  the  Union  army,  and  after  the  fall  of 
General  Williams  directed  all  movements  on  the  field.  He  was 
brevctted  major  in  the  regular  army  for  "gallant  conduct"  on  this 
occasion.  Afterward  he  was  in  command  of  Camp  Parapet  at  Car- 
rollton  and  Camp  Williams  at  New  Orleans,  and  in  December  was 
appointed  inspector  general  of  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  which 
he  held  till  early  in  the  spring  of  1803,  when  he  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  Third  Brigade  of  Augur's  First  Division  sta- 
tioned at  Baton  Rouge.  Prior  to  the  Port  Hudson  siege,  he  suc- 
cessfully conducted  an  expedition  up  the  Mississippi  to  open  com- 
munication with  Commodore  Farragut,  then  on  the  river  above 
Port  Hudson.  During  the  campaign  against  the  latter  place,  he 
was  in  command  of  his  brigade  with  several  batteries  of  artillery, 
being  under  daily  fire  till  the  surrender  of  the  stronghold.  With 
his  brigade  he  immediately  embarked  and  sailed  down  the  river  to 
Donaldsonville,  where  he  landed  and  at  once  moved  against  the 
Confederates  in  that  vicinity,  bringing  on  the  engagement  of  Cox'* 
Plantation.  Being  recalled  in  order  to  avoid  a  general  battle,  the 
brigade  was  sent  to  Baton  Rouge,  Colonel  Dudley  being  put  in  com- 
mand of  the  defenses  of  that  place  till  relieved  by  General  William 
B.  Franklin.    After  again  serving  for  a  time  as  inspector  general 
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he  department,  he  was  once  more  placed  in  command  of  the 
rd  Brigade,  First  Division,  which  had  been  reorganized,  but  in 
>aration  for  the  Red  River  campaign  of  1864  he  organized  the 
rth  Cavalry  Brigade,  which  he  ably  commanded  in  that  dis- 
Dii8  enterprise.  On  the  20th  of  April  he  was  relieved  and 
red  to  New  Orleans  to  organize  a  cavalry  force  for  the  Mobile 
paign,  but  after  the  transfer  of  a  portion  of  the  Nineteenth 
»s  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley  he  was  at  his  own  request  relieved 
i  duty  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  and  ordered  to  report  to 
?ral  Emory.  On  reaching  Washington  he  was  again  assigned 
e  command  of  his  former  brigade,  with  which  he  served  during 
all  and  early  winter,  being  brevctted  brigadier  general  of  volun- 

January  19,  1865.  Early  in  February  he  was  ordered  to  re- 
to  Major  General  Thomas,  commanding  the  Department  of  the 
berland,  and  was  placed  in  command  of  the  9,000  troops  at 
ihoma,  Tenn.,  which  position  he  held  till  the  close  of  the  war. 
equently  he  served  as  commissioner  of  the  Freedman's  Bureau; 
in  command  of  the  District  of  Vicksburg,  and  later  served 
r  General  Canby  in  Texas.  He  was  afterward  military  super- 
dent  of  public  buildings  in  that  department.  On  the  re- 
lization  of  the  United  States  Army,  in  1870,  General  Dudley 
issigncd  to  duty  as  major  of  the  Third  Cavalry,  and  rendered 
ble  service  in  the  far  West,  being  on  the  6th  of  June,  1885, 
oted  to  the  colonelcy  of  the  First  Cavalry,  with  head-quarters 
rt  Custer,  Montana,  where  he  was  stationed  till  his  retirement 
89.  General  Dudley's  official  record  shows  that  he  has  over 
i  days  under  fire,  not  including  minor  skirmishes.  He  has 
1  in  every  state  and  territory  except  Alaska.    He  received  five 

s  during  the  war  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services,  three 
:m  in  the  recular  arm  v. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Thomas  H.  Dunham,  Jr., 

ston  was  a  traveling  salesman  at  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
•anl  of  the  firing  on  Sumter  while  in  Vermont.  He  hastened 
ston,  assisted  in  raising  a  company  of  volunteers  "for  the 
and  on  the  13th  of  June,  1801,  was  mustered  as  a  private  of 
my  F,  Eleventh  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  Kcinjr 
iter  promoted  a  corporal,  he  was  on  the  battle-field  of  Bull 
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Run,  July  21,  made  a  sergeant  of  his  company,  and  on  the  same 
field,  August  28, 186:2,  he  was  advanced  from  first  sergeant  to  ser- 
geant major  of  the  regiment.  Commissioned  as  second  lieutenant 
February  6, 1863,  he  received  his  first  severe  wound  in  action  at 
Chancellorsville.  On  the  loth  of  September  following  he  was  pro- 
moted to  first  lieutenant,  was  again  badly  wounded  at  the  Wilder- 
ness while  in  command  of  his  company,  was  commissioned  captain 
June  16, 1864,  commanded  a  company  for  a  short  time,  but  owing 
to  his  wounds  was  detached  as  assistant  adjutant  general  of  the 
Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Second  Corps,  which  position  tie 
held  until  the  following  February.  Being  made  major  to  date  from 
October  6, 1864,  he  commanded  the  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Battal- 
ion through  the  latter  portion  of  its  service,  being  commissioned 
colonel  but  unable  to  be  mustered  on  account  of  the  insufficient 
numbers  of  his  command.  He  was  breveted  brigadier  general  of 
volunteers  from  March  13, 1865,  for  special  services  in  front  of 
Petersburg,  accompanied  the  remnant  of  his  regiment  home  and 
with  them  was  mustered  out  July  14,  1865. 


Brigadier  General  William  Dwight 

Was  born  at  Springfield  in  1831,  entered  a  military  school  at  West 
Point,  N.  Y.,  at  the  acre  of  15  and  was  afterward  at  the  Military 
Academy  there,  which  he  left  in  1853  before  graduation,  and  entered 
manufacturing  business  at  Boston,  being  located  afterward  at  Phila- 
delphia. When  the  war  broke  out  he  ofi'ered  his  services  to  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  14th  of  May,  1861,  was  commissioned 
captain  of  the  Fourteenth  regular  infantry.  On  the  formation  of  the 
Seventieth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers,  Colonel  Daniel  E.  .Sick- 
les, Captain  Dwight  was  made  its  lieutenant  colonel,  being  promoted 
to  colonel  when  Sickles  was  advanced  to  brigadier  general  in  Se[>- 
tember,  1861.  Colonel  Dwight  entered  the  Peninsular  campaign 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  fighting  with  great  gallantry  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Williamsburg,  where  he  received  three  wounds,  being  disabled 
and  made  prisoner,  but  was  left  in  hospital  at  Williamsburg  on 
parole.  Being  duly  exchanged,  he  was  on  recovery  made  briiradier 
general  of  volunteers  dating  from  the  29th  of  November,  1862,  and 
soon  afterward  joined  the  forces  under  General  Banks  in  Louisiana. 
On  the  organization  of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  he  was  assigned 
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the  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  fourth  Division,  in  which 
)aeitv  he  rendered  valuable  service  in  the  operations  preliminary 
the  siege  of  Port  Hudson  and  in  those  directed  against  the  strong- 
d  itself.  He  served  on  the  commission  to  settle  the  terms  of 
•render,  and  at  the  Red  River  campaign  of  the  following  spring 
succeeded  General  Charles  P.  Stone  as  chief  of  staff  to  General 
nks.  In  July  following  when  a  portion  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps 
>  ordered  to  Washington  in  consequence  of  the  raid  against  the 
ional  capital  by  General  Early,  General  Dwight  accompanied  the 
)ps  in  command  of  the  First  Division,  which  command  he  held 
ing  the  operations  in  the  Shenandoah  valley  of  the  summer  and 
umn.  He  continued  in  the  service  till  the  15th  of  January, 
6,  when  he  was  mustered  out  after  almost  five  years  of  highly 
orable  duty.    General  Dwight  died  at  Boston,  April  22, 1888. 


Breret  Brigadier  General  Joseph  Cashing  Edmands 

Xewton  was  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Militia  previous  to 
war,  enlisted  with  the  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  at  its  organiza- 

and  was  mustered  as  first  sergeant  of  Company  K,  October  4, 
I,  at  the  age  of  19.  He  accompanied  this  regiment  to  the  field, 
his  health  failing,  he  was  sent  home  the  next  summer  on  invalid 
nigh,  and  interested  himself  in  recruiting  Company  K,  Thirty- 
nd  Regiment,  of  which  he  was  commissioned  captain.  With 
command  he  joined  the  regiment  then  in  the  field  near  Alexan- 
,  Va.,  September  3,  1862,  and  on  the  29th  of  December  follow- 
vas  promoted  to  major.  On  the  16th  of  December,  1863,  while 
ed  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  he  was  capt- 

by  a  raiding  party  of  Confederates,  and  taken  to  Libbv  Prison 
chmond,  where  he  remained  until  the  7th  of  March,  1864,  when 

as  paroled.  Having  been  exchanged  he  joined  the  Thirty- 
id  on  the  19th  of  May,  and  a  few  weeks  later,  by  the  death  of 
id  Prescott  and  the  resignation  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stephen- 
he  became  senior  officer  commanding,  and  was  commissioned 
el  dating  from  the  30th  of  June.  In  the  charge  on  Fort  McRae 
e  battle  of  Peebles  Farm,  September  30,  he  received  a  severe 
d  in  the  right  leg  and  returned  home,  remaining  there  until 
7 Mi  of  November,  when,  with  the  wound  still  unhealed,  he  re- 
el to  duty.    He  also  received  wounds  at  Gettysburg  on  the  3d 
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of  July,  1863,  and  in  front  of  Petersburg  July  19, 1864.  He  was 
mustered  out  July  1,  1865,  having  reeeived  the  brevet  of  brigadier 
general  of  volunteers,  fc*i*or  meritorious  conduct  in  the  field,"  from 
March  13  of  that  year.  II is  health  was  permanently  broken  by 
his  wounds  and  hardships  and  he  died  of  consumption  resulting 
therefrom  in  1881. 

Brevet  Major  General  Oliver  Edwards 

Of  Springfield  entered  the  service  as  adjutant  of  the  Tenth  Regi- 
ment, but  was  soon  detailed  as  senior  aide  on  the  staff  of  General 
D.  N.  Couch  commanding  the  division,  in  which  capacity  he  served 


Brevet  Major  Oeneral  Oliver  EijWAKM 


with  distinction  till  early  August,  1862,  when  he  was  commissioned 
major  and  directed  to  organize  the  Thirty-seventh  Regiment, of  which 
he  was  made  colonel.  He  served  in  that  capacity  till  May  9, 1864, 
when  he  was  given  command  of  his  brigade,  which  he  retained  till 
the  6th  of  July,  when  the  remnants  of  the  brigade  were  transferred 
to  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps,  of  which  Edwards 
was  given  the  command.    With  this  force  he  fought  at  Fort  Stevens 
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d  Opequan  in  the  campaign  against  Early.  At  the  latter  battle 
commanded  the  division  after  the  death  of  General  Russell  and 
)  wounding  of  General  Upton,  and  in  recognition  of  his  services 
that  occasion  he  was  made  post  commandant  at  Winchester  with 
brigade  and  some  other  troops  as  garrison.  This  position  he 
uined  for  some  time  after  the  return  of  the  Sixth  Corps  to 
xTsburg  to  rejoin  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  was  offered  by 
neral  Sheridan  the  position  of  provost  marshal  general  on  his 
tV;  but  Edwards  preferred  the  command  of  his  old  brigade,  to 
ch,  at  his  special  request,  he  was  returned  in  February,  1805. 
±e  assault  of  April  2  on  the  lines  at  Petersburg  his  brigade  took 
important  part,  being  the  first  to  break  through  the  Confederate 
ks,  and  next  morning  General  Edwards  received  from  the  mavor 
Petersburg  the  surrender  of  the  city,  very  soon  after  its  evacua- 
bv  General  Lee.  For  his  services  at  this  time  he  received  the 
mission  of  brigadier  general  to  date  from  May  19,  having  been 
etted  for  his  gallantry  at  Opequan;  and  in  the  sharp  fight  at 
or's  Creek  April  6  he  won  the  brevet  of  major  general  of  vot- 
ers. On  the  15th  of  January,  1866,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
ged  from  the  United  States  service. 


Brigadier  General  Henrj  L.  Eustis 

a  graduate  of  West  Point  in  the  class  of  1842,  standing 
he  head  of  his  class,  (of  which  Robert  E.  Lee,  the  Con- 
ate  commander,  was  a  member,)  and  served  in  the  Engineer 
s  as  a  lieutenant  till  the  fall  of  1849.  The  opening  of  the 
found  him  a  professor  in  the  Lawrence  Scientific  School  at 
jridge,  Mass.  He  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Tenth 
nent  August  15,  1862,  vice  Colonel  Henry  S.  Briggs,  pro- 
d,  and  during  the  battle  of  Salem  Church,  May  3,  1863, 
command  of  his  brigade  as  senior  colonel,  Colonel  Browne, 
cting  brigadier,  being  severely  wounded.  This  command  he 
n'd  till  the  9th  of  May,  1864,  when  he  was  transferred  to 
ourth  Brigade,  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps.  II is  commission 
iradicr  general  dated  from  September  12,  1863.  He  resigned 
the  service  June  27,  1864,  and  returned  to  his  professor- 
which  had  been  held  for  him,  and  in  which  he  continued 
s  death  in  January,  18*5. 
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Brevet  Brigadier  General  Charles  Everett 

Of  Boston  was  instrumental  in  the  formation  of  the  Sixth  Massa- 
chusetts Light  Battery,  of  which  he  was  commissioned  captain  on 
the  liOth  of  January,  1862.  He  accompanied  the  battery  to  New 
Orleans  and  remained  its  commander  till  the  Gth  of  September  fol- 
lowing, when  he  was  transferred  to  the  Second  Louisiana  Volun- 
teers, an  organization  of  white  men  recruited  in  and  about  New 
Orleans,  of  which  he  was  made  lieutenant  colonel.  His  services 
were  thenceforth  with  that  regiment,  of  which  he  became  colonel, 
serving  till  the  close  of  the  war  and  receiving  the  brevet  of  brigadier 
general  of  volunteers  to  date  from  the  13th  of  March,  1865. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  William  0.  Flake 

Of  Lowell  entered  the  service  April  15, 1861,  as  clerk  to  General 
Butler  when  the  latter  responded  to  the  call  of  the  general  govern- 
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ment  for  a  brigadier  general  to  accompany  the  Massachusetts  militia 
then  called  into  service.  After  reaching  Annapolis  he  was  made 
confidential  clerk  and  private  messenger  and  served  in  that  capacity 
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I  General  Butler  returned  to  Massachusetts  as  commander  ol  the 
•partment  of  New  England  to  recruit  six  regiments  for  special 
•vice.  At  the  capture  of  Hatteras  Inlet  Clerk  Fiske  swam  .ashore 
•m  the  fleet  with  dispatches  for  the  commander  of  the  land  forces 
1  piece  of  heroism  which  received  wide  notice  and  praise.  On 
•  establishment  of  the  rendezvous  at  Camp  Chase,  Lowell,  he  was 
en  a  place  in  the  commissary  department,  and  was  later  named 
General  Butler  for  a  lieutenancy,  but  was  not  commissioned  by 
governor.  At  Ship  Island  he  was  promoted  to  captain  and 
de  commissary  of  subsistence  to  General  Shepley,  serving  for  a 
tion  of  the  time  in  that  capacity  while  that  officer  was  military 
imandcr  of  Louisiana.  When  General  Butler  received  authority 
aise  recruits  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  Captain  Fiske  was 
Je  quartermaster  and  commissary  at  United  States  Barracks  in 
v  Orleans,  and  was  soon  after  advanced  to  major  of  the  first 
lite)  Louisiana  Regiment.  That  command  took  part  in  nearly 
the  battles  which  followed  in  the  department,  Major  Fiske  being 
mded  in  the  leg  at  Irish  Bend,  April  12,  1803.  The  colonel  of 
regiment  having  been  killed  in  the  same  engagement,  Fiske  was 
noted  to  the  vacancy  and  commanded  his  regiment  till  the  close 
he  wrar,  except  during  a  portion  of  the  Red  River  campaign  in 
spring  of  1804,  when  he  was  in  command  of  the  brigade.  His 
et  rank  dated  from  March  13,  1865.  On  being  mustered  out 
M-vice,  July  12, 1865,  he  returned  to  Lowell  and  engaged  in  busi- 
,  where  he  died  February  2,  1880. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Jones  Frankle 

Haverhill  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Fourteenth  Mas- 
usetts  Regiment,  with  which  he  served  as  captain  at  Fort  War- 
but  was  not  mustered  with  it,  transferring  his  sword  to  the 
nteenth,  of  which  he  was  commissioned  major  August  1, 1861. 
erved  with  that  rank  for  nearly  two  years  in  North  Carolina, 
r  upon  the  staff  of  General  Foster  as  inspector  of  the  depart- 
: ;  ho  was  provost  marshal  on  the  Tarboro  and  Goldsboro  ex- 
ions,  and  was  engaged  in  the  construction  of  several  of  the 
jern  forts,  in  addition  to  his  duty  with  the  regiment.  On  the 
of  May,  1863,  he  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Second 
achusotts  Heavy  Artillery,  and  was  for  a  time  in  command  of 
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Fort  Norfolk,  Virginia.  On  the  1st  of  January  following  be  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  defenses  of  Newborn,  and  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  District  of  Newbern  during  the  yellow  fever  epidemic 
of  the  autumn  of  1864.  In  October  he  was  made  military  cover- 
nor  of  Plymouth,  N.  C,  and  while  there  commanded  the  expeditions 


Brkvrt  Uric.  Gum.  Joncs  Frakkul 


to  Colerain  and  Hamilton,  N.  C.  After  the  capture  of  Wilming- 
ton, early  in  1865,  he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  defenses  of 
the  Cape  Fear  river,  and  was  thus  during  nearly  the  entire  term  of 
his  service  on  detached  duty  which  demanded  much  military  and 
executive  ability.  He  was  mustered  out  with  his  regiment  on  the 
3d  of  September,  1865,  and  from  that  dato  received  the  brevet  rank 
of  brigadier  of  volunteers. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Arthur  A.  Ooodell 

Of  Worcester  entered  the  service  April  10,  1861,  as  sergeant  major 
in  the  Third  Battalion  of  Rifles,  serving  for  three  months  and  re- 
turning as  adjutant.  At  the  organization  of  the  Thirty -sixth  Regi- 
incnt,in  the  summer  of  1^62,  he  was  commissioned  captain  of  Corn- 
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iv  C,  August  16,  promoted  major  January  29  following,  and  lieu- 
ant  colonel  July  31.  From  that  time  he  commanded  the  regi- 
lt  till  October  10,  when  he  received  a  severe  wound  at  the  battle 
Blue  Springs,  Tenn.    Returning  to  the  regiment  on  the  1st  of 


• 
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,  1864,  he  resumed  the  command  for  a  short  time,  but  being 
able  of  active  service  in  the  field  resigned  May  5  of  the  same 
subsequently  receiving  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general  to  date 
March  13,  1865,  "for  gallant  and  meritorious  couduct  in  the 
luring  the  war."  General  Goodell  died  at  Worcester  on  his 
trthday,  June  30,  1882. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  William  Gates 

it  the  opening  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion  the  oldest  living 
chusetts  graduate  of  West  Point  on  the  rolls  of  the  United 

Army,  having  entered  the  military  academy  March  2,  1801, 
aduated  March  6,  1806,  when  he  received  a  commission  as 

lieutenant  in  the  regiment  of  artillerists.  Fie  served  during 
r  of  1812  as  acting  adjutant  of  the  regiment  of  light  artillery, 
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being  promoted  captain  March  3,  1813,  and  on  the  reorganization 
of  the  army,  June  1,  1821,  was  transferred  to  the  Second  Artillery. 
He  was  on  duty  in  Charleston  Harbor  durimr  the  threatened  nulli- 
lication  of  1832-3:  was  engaged  in  the  the  Indian  War  in  Florida 
from  1836  to  1838,  and  in  the  war  with  Mexico,  1846-8,  as  governor 
of  Tampico.  He  had  then  attained  the  rank  of  colonel  of  the 
Third  Artillery,  dating  from  October  13,  18-15,  which  he  held  up  to 
the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion.  He  had  then  been  on  waiting  orders 
from  1854, and  was  on  leave  of  absence  until  1863,  when  on  the  1st 
of  June  he  was  retired  from  active  service,  "  having  been  borne  on 
the  army  register  more  than  45  years."  He  did  not,  however,  with- 
hold his  sword  in  the  time  of  his  country's  need,  but  was  during 
1863-4  in  command  of  Fort  Trumbull  near  New  Lcndon,  Ct.,  and 
for  the  two  years  following  of  Fort  Constitution,  at  Portsmouth 
Harbor,  New  Hampshire.  He  was  brevetted  brigadier  general 
United  States  army,  March  13, 1865,  "  for  long  and  faithful  services 
in  the  army."    General  Gates  died  at  New  York  October  7,  1868. 


^fs  Brevet  Major  General  Oliver  P.  Gooding 

Of  Indiana,  while  not  a  resident  of  Massachusetts,  ably  filled  for 
three  years  the  position  of  colonel  of  the  Thirty-first  Massachu- 
setts Volunteers.  He  was  graduated  at  West  Point  in  the  class  of 
1858  and  attached  to  the  Fourth  United  States  Infantry  as  brevet 
second  lieutenant,  being  promoted  in  February,  1859,  to  second 
lieutenant  in  the  Tenth  Infantry.  He  shared  in  the  Utah  Expedi- 
tion of  that  and  the  following  years  under  General  Albert  Sidney 
Johnston,  and  with  a  portion  of  his  regiment  was  on  duty  in  the 
defenses  of  Washington  from  October,  1861,  as  a  part  of  General 
Sykes's  command  of  regulars.  Being  then  first  lieutenant  in  thv 
regular  service,  he  was  on  the  8th  of  February,  1862,  commission*  : 
colonel  of  the  Thirtv-first  Massachusetts  with  which  he  accomi»ani<  u 
General  Butler  to  Ship  Island  and  thence  to  New  Orleans.  Durir;j 
that  year  he  served  at  New  Orleans  and  Fort  Jackson,  but  aboJ' 
the  beginning  of  1863,  General  Banks  having  taken  command  < 
the  department  with  an  increased  force,  Colonel  Gooding  was  plae»-j 
in  command  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  NineUvnti: 
Corps.  This  brigade  he  commanded  during  the  year,  its  designa- 
tion being  changed  after  the  capture  of  Port  Hudson  to  Secvcs 
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iirade.  First  Division.  In  the  winter  following,  Colonel  Gooding 
s  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Fifth  Brigade  of  the  Cavalry 
v  ision,  Department  of  the  Gulf,  and  served  with  that  organization 
•ing  the  Red  River  campaign,  being  in  command  of  the  division 
a  short  time  and  of  the  brigade  until  November  following,  when 

Thirty-first  Regiment  being  reduced  to  a  battalion  by  the  ex- 
ltion  of  its  original  term  of  enlistment,  he  was  mustered  out  of 
volunteer  service.  During  the  winter  of  1864-5  he  served  at 
v  Orleans  on  inspection  duty,  and  March  20,  1865,  as  captain  in 
Tenth  United  States  Infantry,  resigned  his  commission.  He 
'ived  the  brevet  rank  of  brigadier  general  and  also  that  of  major 

ral  of  volunteers  from  the  13th  of  March  of  that  year,  "for 
ant  conduct  in  the  assault  on  the  enemy's  works  at  Port  Hudson 
st>3,  and  gallant  and  distinguished  conduct  throughout  the  Red 
•r  campaign  in  1804." 


Brevet  Major  General  George  H.  Gordon 

uated  from  West  Point  in  1846  and  with  the  brevet  rank  of 
i<l  lieutenant  in  the  Mounted  Rifles  went  at  once  into  service 
•  Mexican  war.  He  took  part  in  all  of  General  Scott's  battles, 
wiee  wounded  and  received  the  brevet  of  first  lieutenant.  He 
vard  served  with  his  regiment  in  Oregon,  on  the  frontier,  and 
vear  in  the  coast  survev,  resigning  his  commission  of  first  lieu- 
t  in  October,  1854.  Entering  the  legal  profession  at  Boston  he 
1  till  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter,  when  he  gave  his  energies  to 
rmation  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
ich  he  was  commissioned  colonel.  At  Cedar  Mountain,  on 
i  retreat  and  at  Antietam  he  commanded  the  Third  Brigade, 
Division,  Twelfth  Corps,  with  signal  ability,  his  commission 
radicr  general  dating'from  .June  12, 1862.  Relinquishing  this 
and  on  account  of  failing  health,  he  was  later  placed  in  com- 
of  a  division  in.  Southern  Virginia,  having  part  in  the  defense 
oik  when  besieged  by  the  Confederate  Longstreet,  and  in  the 
tents  of  the  Union  forces  against  Richmond  from  that  direc- 
i<lcr  General  Dix.  Joining  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  during 
rsuit  of  Lee  from  Gettysburg,  his  division  was  soon  after 
I  to  assist  General  Gilmore  in  his  operations  on  the  South 
a  coast,  where  he  remained  till  July,  1864.    Going  then 
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the  Gulf,  he  operated  on  the  Mississippi  in  keeping  open  communi- 
cation with  General  Steele  in  Arkansas  and  later  under  General 
Granger  in  the  operations  against  Mobile.  During  the  following 
winter  he  was  selected  by  General  Grant  for  the  command  of  the 


Rrkvet  Maj.  Gbn.  U bough  H.  Gordon. 


District  of  East  Virginia,  with  head-quarters  at  Norfolk,  %here  he 
remained  till  the  giving  way  of  his  health  in  1805,  being  mustered 
out  April  24  of  that  year,  two  weeks  after  the  date  of  his  brevet  of 
major  general.  General  Gordon  died  suddenly  at  his  home  in 
Framingham,  August  31,  1886,  aged  61. 
• 

Bre?et  Jiriiradier  Getieml  Patrick  R.  Guiney 

Of  Boston  was  commissioned  on  the  11th  of  June,  1861,  as  captain 
of  Company  D,  Meagher  Guard,  Ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 
He  was  promoted  to  major  on  the  24th  of  October,  and  to  lieuten- 
ant colonel  on  the  28th  of  January,  1862.  Colonel  Cass  of  tlx^ 
Ninth  being  mortally  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Gaines  Mills,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Guiney  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  regimenu 
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which  he  was  commissioned  colonel  July  26, 1862.  He  served 
that  capacity  till  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  May  6, 1864,  when 


Bkevbt  Uric.  Gbn.  Patrick  R.  Guinby. 

as  wounded  in  the  face  and  temporarily  disabled.  He  was  mus- 
l  out  of  service  with  his  command  June  21  following,  and  re- 
id  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of  volunteers  dating  from 
3th  of  March,  1865. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Edward  N.  Hallowell 

edford  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  at  the  opening  of 
ar  and  saw  his  first  military  service  on  the  stair  of  General 

C.  Fremont  in  Missouri  in  1861.  On  the  11th  of  January, 
he  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  the  Twentieth  Mas- 
setts,  and  was  advanced  to  first  lieutenant  November  12  follow- 
On  the  6th  of  March,  1863,  he  was  discharged  for  promotion, 

made  captain  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts  (colored) 
lent,  then  being  formed,  and  when  the  regiment  was  fully 
ized  he  became  its  major,  dating  from  April  17.    The  lieuten- 
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ant  colonel  being  transferred  to  the  Fifty-fifth,  Major  Hallowell  was 
in  due  course  promoted  to  the  vacancy,  to  date  from  Way  31,  and 
in  leading  the  left  wing  of  the  regiment  in  its  charge  upon  Fort 
Wagner,  July  18,  was  seriously  wounded.  Colonel  Shaw  being  killed 
at  the  same  time,  Hallowell  was  promoted  to  the  colonelcy,  and 
when  his  wounds  were  healed  took  command  of  the  regiment.  Iii 
the  autumn  of  1864  he  was  in  command  of  the  post  on  Morris 
Island,  from  which  in  the  early  part  of  December  he  went  to  com- 
mand the  Second  Brigade,  of  wrhich  his  regiment  formed  a  part. 
During  most  of  the  time  thereafter  he  was  acting  brigadier,  render- 
ing distinguished  service  during  General  Potter's  raid  into  the  in- 
terior of  South  Carolina  in  April,  1865.  He  was  mustered  out  with 
his  regiment  August  20  following,  his  brevet  of  brigadier  general 
dating  from  June  27, 1865.  General  Hallowell  died  at  his  home  in 
West  Medford,  July  26,  1871,  being  at  the  time  a  member  of  Gov- 
ernor Claflin's  military  staff. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Alfred  S.  Hartwell 

Of  Natick,  who  had  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1858,  was  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion  a  teacher  at  Washington  University. 
St.  Louis,  Mo.  Recognizing  at  once  his  duty  as  a  patriot,  he  entered 
the  Third  Regiment  Missouri  Reserve  Corps  and  served  as  a  cor- 
poral under  the  three-months'  call  of  April,  1861.  Returning  to  his 
native  state,  lie  joined  Company  F  of  the  Forty-fourth  Regiment, 
nine-months*  troops,  of  which  during  September,  1862,  he  was  com- 
missioned first  lieutenant  and  served  in  that  capacity  till  commis- 
sioned captain  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Regiment,  March  31, 1863.  He 
did  not  accompany  that  regiment  to  the  field,  however,  but  assisted 
in  the  organization  of  the  Fifty-fifth,  of  which  he  was  made  lieu- 
tenant colonel  May  30.  On  the  resignation  of  Colonel  Hallowell 
he  was  advanced  to  the  vacancy,  dating  from  November  3,  1863. 
At  the  battle  of  James  Island,  July  2, 1864,  Colonel  Hartwell  had 
command  of  a  brigade,  and  on  the  13th  of  that  month  he  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  post  of  Folly  Island  and  did  not  there- 
after for  more  than  a  few  days  return  to  the  command  of  his  resi- 
ment,  being  again  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  brigade  just  pre- 
vious to  the  battle  of  Honey  Hill.  In  that  engagement  he  was 
wounded  and  had  his  horse  killed  under  him  while  chnririnir  thv 
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iny's  works  at  the  head  of  his  troops.  He  was  extricated  with 
Hctiltv  by  some  of  his  soldiers  and  while  being  borne  from  the 
d  received  two  additional  wounds.  For  his  gallantry  on  this  oc- 
ion  he  received  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general,  dating  from  Pe- 
uber  30,  1864.  In  January  following,  having  recovered  suffi- 
iitly  from  his  wounds,  he  was  placed  on  special  duty  at  Hilton 
ad:  but  a  few  days  later  he  was  again  at  the  head  of  his  brigade 
king  incursions  into  the  coasts  in  the  vicinity,  and  thus  engaged 
was  active  till  the  surrender  of  the  Confederate  armies  ended 
ve  hostilities.  He  was  afterward  with  his  brigade  encamped  at 
umcrville  and  Orangeburg,  remaining  at  the  latter  place  during 
summer  of  1805,  and  though  accompanying  his  favorite  Fifty- 
1  Regiment  to  Massachusetts  at  its  muster  out,  he  remained  in 
service  till  the  3d  of  April,  1866. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  George  I\  Hawkeg 

Vmpleton  served  with  honor  in  the  Twenty-first  Regiment,  being 
«>f  the  captains  at  the  organization  of  that  command,  promoted 
iajor  September  2,  1862,  and  to  lieutenant  colonel  in  December 
•wing.  After  the  resignation  of  Colonel  Clark,  in  April,  1863, 
unmanded  the  regiment  in  its  varied  service,  with  which  his 
try  was  identical,  until  July  3,  1864,  when  failing  health  re- 
•d  his  resignation.  Probably  the  most  noteworthy  military 
t  in  his  experience  was  the  recapture  of  the  Union  skirmish 
luring  the  siege  of  Knoxville,  when  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hawkes 
rably  directed  with  perfect  success  a  charge  of  two  regiments 
d  under  his  command.  His  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of 
itoors  dated  from  March  13,  I860. 

Brevet  Major  Geueral  Joseph  Hayes 

mton  was  commissioned  major  of  the  Eighteenth  Massachusetts 
nent  at  its  organization,  July  26,  1861,  and  on  the  promotion 
on  tenant  Colonel  Ingraham  succeeded  to  the  vacancy,  his  ad- 
ment  dating  from  the  25th  of  August,  1862.  He  became 
el  of  the  regiment  on  the  promotion  of  Colonel  Barnes  to 
lior  ♦reneral,  November  2!>,  1S62,  and  on  the  1st  of  Scptera- 
<S»)3,  took  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth 
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Corps,  which  ho  held  till  the  reorganization  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  for  the  campaign  of  1804.  He  then  returned  to  the  com- 
mand of  his  regiment,  and  gallantly  led  it  in  the  hattle  of  the 
Wilderness,  where  lie  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  head  during 
the  lighting  of  the  first  day.  lie  was  commissioned  brigadier  gen- 
eral of  volunteers  from  the  12th  of  May,  1864,  and  on  recovering 
from  his  wound  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  a  brigade  in 
Ayers's  Division  of  the  Fifth  Corps.  At  the  battle  of  Weldon  Rail- 
road, August  21,  1864,  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  was  not  again  in 
active  command  in  the  held,  being  mustered  out  on  the  24th  of 
August,  I860.  His  brevet  of  major  general  of  volunteers  dated 
from  March  1 8,  1 86f>. 


Hrevet  Brigadier  General  Guy  V.  Henry 

Represented  Massachusetts  only  as  the  colonel  of  her  Fortieth  Regi- 
ment. He  was  born  in  Indian  Territory,  being  the  son  of  Major 
William  S.  Henry  of  the  United  States  Army,  was  appointed  from 
the  state  of  New  York  to  the  military  academy,  graduating  in  1861. 
At  the  battle  of  Bull  Run  he  was  an  aide  on  the  staff  of  General 
McDowell,  winning  complimentary  mention,  and  subsequently  serv- 
ing in  the  Department  of  the  South.  He  commanded  a  battery  at 
the  battle  of  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  and  took  part  in  the  operations  on 
Folly  Island,  commanding  batteries  during  all  the  operations  against 
Forts  Wagner  and  Gregg.  In  November,  1863,  lie  took  command 
of  the  Fortieth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  and  when,  two  mouths 
later,  that  regiment  took  the  held  as  mounted  infantry  he  was  given 
command  of  the  Light  Brigade,  including  his  own  regiment,  a  bat- 
talion of  cavalry  and  a  battery  of  artillery.  With  this  command 
he  took  an  important  part  in  the  battle  of  Olustee,  Fla.,  and  in 
numerous  skirmishes.  When  the  brigade  was  broken  up  in  April, 
1864.  he  accompanied  his  .regiment  to  Virginia  and  was  from  that 
time  to  the  surrender  of  Lee  in  command  of  a  brigade  in  the  Army 
of  the  James,  his  commands  being  successively  tiie  First  Brigade. 
Second  Division,  Tenth  Corps;  First  Brigade,  Third  Division.  Eight- 
eenth Corps;  and  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Twenty-fourth 
Corps.  In  the  various  operations  against  Petersburg  and  Richmond, 
including  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  he  commanded  with  marked 
ability,  receiving  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of  volunteers  from 
October  28,  1864.    He  also  received  brevets  in  the  regular  line 
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>r  gallant  and  meritorious  services"  at  Pocotaligo,  Olustee,  in 
nt  of  Petersburg  and  during  the  war,  giving  him  the  brevet  rank 
colonel.  Following  the  surrender  of  Lee,  he  was  transferred  to 
plains,  where  he  has  since  rendered  important  service,  being 
nsferred  to  the  Ninth  Cavalry  in  1809.  During  the  winter  of 
4-5  he  was  badly  frozen  in  an  expedition  into  the  Black  Hills, 
I  the  following  June  at  the  battle  of  Rosebud,  Montana,  with 
ing  Bull's  tribe,  he  was  shot  through  the  face,  losing  the  sight 
liis  left  eye.   

Brevet  Major  General  Edward  W.  Hincks 

Lynn  had  been  for  years  a  capable  officer  in  the  Massachusetts 
itia,  and  when  the  Eighth  Regiment  was  called  for  three  months* 


Brevht  Maj  Uen   EmvAKi,  W.  Hincks. 


ce  after  the  firing  upon  Fort  Sumter,  he  went  to  the  front  as 
nitenant  colonel.  Previous  to  this,  anticipating  the  coming  of 
lie  had  personally  visited  Washington  and  asked  to  be  com- 
oned  in  the  regular  army.    His  request  received  favorable  con- 
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sideration,  and  on  the  26th  of  April,  1861,  he  was  commissioned 
second  lieutenant  in  the  Second  United  States  Cavalry  ;  but  re- 
signed on  the  4th  of  June  following,  that  he  might  devote  himself 
to  the  volunteer  troops.  On  the  16th  of  May  he  was  promoted  to 
the  colonelcy  of  the  Eighth,  Colonel  Munroe  having  resigned,  and 
with  it  he  served  till  the  1st  of  August  when  it  was  mustered  out. 
Two  days  later  he  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Nineteenth 
Massachusetts  Regiment,  then  being  organized  under  the  three- 
years'  call,  and  led  that  worthy  organization  to  the  field.  At  the 
battle  of  Ball's  Bluff,  he  was  in  command  of  the  Union  forces  on 
Harrison's  Island  during  and  succeeding  the  engagement.  In  the 
Peninsular  campaign  of  the  following  spring  he  was  severely 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Glendale;  and  while  not  fully  recovered, 
rejoined  his  regiment  in  time  to  take  command  of  the  brigade  at 
the  Second  Bull  Run,  though  not  engaged.  At  Antietam,  where 
his  masterly  handling  of  his  regiment  won  great  praise,  he  was 
again  wounded,  his  right  arm  being  shattered,  and  he  was  also  shot 
through  the  body.  These  injuries  were  expected  to  prove  fatal,  but 
he  finallv  rallied  and  in  March,  1863,  having  been  commissioned 
brigadier  general  of  volunteers  dating  from  the  29th  of  November. 
186*2,  he  was  ordered  to  report  to  the  adjutant  general  at  Washing- 
ton for  light  duty.  For  some  three  months  he  was  engaged  on  a 
court  martial,  and  late  in  June  was  ordered  to  New  Hampshire,  in 
connection  with  the  draft  and  other  duties,  after  which  he  served  as 
chief  mustering  and  disbursing  officer  and  in  command  of  the  draft 
and  recruiting  rendezvous  at  Concord  till  March,  1864,  when  after 
repeated  requests  to  be  sent  to  the  field  he  was  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  District  of  St.  Mary's  and  the  camp  of  prisoners  of 
war  at  Point  Lookout,  Md.  About  the  last  of  April  he  was  as- 
signed to  command  the  Third  Division,  Eighteenth  Corps  (colored 
troops)  of  the  Army  of  the  James,  and  for  three  months  remained 
in  the  field  at  the  head  of  his  division,  taking  valiant  part  in  the 
operations  against  Petersburg.  Early  in  July  he  was  ordered  back 
to  command  the  District  of  St.  Mary's,  but  on  reachine  Point  Look- 
out  was  ordered  to  the  defenses  of  Washington,  that  city  being 
then  threatened  by  the  raid  of  General  Early.  Soon  after,  he  was 
made  president  of  a  court-martial,  which  sat  for  some  two  months, 
when  he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  depot  for  recruits  and 
drafted  men  and  the  camp  for  prisoners  of  war  at  Hart's  Island  in 
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v  York  Harbor.  He  remained  there  until  the  h  t  of  February, 
5,  when  he  was  ordered  to  the  city  of  New  York  as  provost  mar- 
I  general,  superintendent  of  recruiting  service  and  chief  muster- 
and  disbursing  officer  of  the  United  States  for  the  Eastern 
ision  of  New  York.  He  was  later  transferred  to  the  same  duties 
larrisburg,  Pa.,  for  the  Western  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
ch  the  Eastern  Division  was  subsequently  added,  where  he  en- 
ed  the  last  draft  in  that  state,  remaining  till  the  close  of  the 
On  the  30th  of  June,  1865,  he  resigned  his  commission  as 
adier  general  of  volunteers,  and  on  the  28th  of  July,  1866,  was 
missioned  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Fortieth  United  States  In- 
ry,  having  early  in  that  month  been  appointed  governor  of  the 
onal  Home  for  Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers.  The  latter  position 
(■signed  on  the  6th  of  March  following,  when  he  was  ordered  to 
as  provost  marshal  general  of  the  Second  Military  District, 
prising  North  and  South  Carolina.  This  position  he  held  during 
reconstruction  period,  and  afterward  was  in  command  of  the 
nty-fifth  United  States  Infantry  in  North  Carolina  and  at  New 
ans,  having  been  transferred  to  that  regiment  March  15, 1869. 
ay,  1870,  he  marched  with  his  regiment  to  the  Mexican  frontier 
„\\as,  and  remained  there  till  the  15th  of  December,  when  he 
retired  with  the  rank  of  colonel  on  account  of  wounds  received 
e  line  of  duty.  On  the  9th  of  March,  1872,  he  was  again  ap- 
ed governor  of  the  National  Home  for  Disabled  Soldiers  at 
pton,  Va.,  and  January  1,  1873,  was  transferred  to  the  Home 
ilwaukee,  Wis.,  from  which  be  resigned  on  the  15th  of  October, 
.  Dating  from  the  2d  of  March,  1867,  General  Hincks  received 
revets  of  colonel  and  brigadier  general  in  the  regular  army  for 
ant  and  meritorious  services"  at  Antietam  and  in  the  assault 
,'tersburg,  respectively;  and  from  the  13th  of  March,  1865, the 
t  of  major  general  of  volunteers.  Few  men  gave  to  the  coun- 
lore  varied  and  honorable  service  or  suffered  more  severely 
did  General  Hincks. 


Major  General  Joseph  Hooker, 

in  the  town  of  Had  ley,  was  appointed  to  the  military  academy 
>st  Point  from  Massachusetts,  and  graduated  with  the  class  of  ' 
being  commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  the  First  United 
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States  Artillery.  He  served  in  the  Florida  war  during  that  and 
the  following  years,  after  which  he  was  stationed  at  various  points 
on  the  Canadian  frontier  during  the  boundary  controversy,  with  the 
rank  of  first  lieutenant.  From  1840  to  1851  he  was  on  staff  duty, 
this  period  including  the  Mexican  war,  where  he  was  assistant  ad- 
jutant general  of  Major  General  Pillow's  Division,  in  which  capacity 
he  displayed  great  heroism  and  military  talent,  receiving  brevets  in 


Ma;.  Gbn  Joseph  Hooker. 

the  regular  order  up  to  and  including  that  of  lieutenant  colonel,  with 
the  commission  of  captain  from  the  29th  of  October,  1848.  The 
following  year  he  went  to  the  Pacific  Coast  as  assistant  adjutant 
general  of  that  military  division,  and  after  two  and  a  half  years  of 
service  was  granted  leave  of  absence  from  November  24,  1851,  to 
February  -1,  1853,  when  he  resigned  from  the  army.  For  five 
years  following  he  was  a  farmer  in  the  Sonoma  Valley  of  California, 
then  superintendent  of  military  roads  in  Oregon,  and  at  the  out- 
break of  the  rebellion  was  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  California 
Militia.  Hastening  to  Washington  he  offered  his  services  to  the 
government  and  was  commissioned  brigadier  general  of  volunteers 
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y  17, 1861,  and  at  the  organization  of  the  Array  of  the  Potomac 
r  the  battle  of  Bull  Run  was  placed  in  command  of  a  brigade 
1  soon  afterward  of  a  division.  With  this  he  guarded  the  lower 
omac  during  the  winter  following,  and  in  the  spring  of  1862 
k  the  field  at  the  head  of  the  Second  Division,  Third  Corps, 
th  this  division  he  fought  the  desperate  battle  of  Williamsburg 
lost  unsupported,  and  in  recognition  of  his  gallantry  was  com- 
isioned  major  general  of  volunteers  from  that  date.  He  fought 
h  his  division  during  the  Peninsular  Campaign  and  at  the  second 
1  Run,  after  which  he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  First  Corps 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  under  General  McClellan.  With  this 
\m  he  opened  the  battle  of  the  Antietam  with  his  accustomed 
ictuosity,  but  was  himself  wounded  and  his  command  was  routed, 
oining  the  army  November  10,  he  commanded  the  Fifth  Army 
•ps  and  later  the  renter  grand  division,  composed  of  the  Fifth 
Third  Corps.  This  was  his  command  at  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
i,  but  his  troops  being  used  principally  in  reserve  and  in  support 
)ther  divisions  his  personal  part  in  that  battle  was  not  marked, 
the  26th  of  January,  180:5,  he  succeeded  General  Burnside  in 
maud  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  fought  the  battle  of  Chan- 
jrsvillc,  May  1-6,  and  engaged  in  the  strategic  movement  north- 
d  a  month  later,  during  which  he  displayed  a  very  masterly  gen- 
ship  in  protecting  the  national  capital  from  the  Confederate 
y,  for  which  he  received  the  following  winter  the  thanks  of  Con- 
,s.  Owing  to  some  misunderstanding  with  the  authorities  at 
ihington,  he  resigned  the  command  of  the  army  June  28,  and 
on  waiting  orders  till  September  24,  when  he  was  placed  in 
mand  of  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps  and  transferred  to 
Department  of  the  Cumberland.  There  he  was  engaged  in  the 
ous  actions  about  Chattanooga,  fighting  the  remarkable  battle 
iOokout  Mountain,  November  24,  and  taking  part  in  the  subse- 
lt  engagements  in  the  vicinity.  General  Hooker  bore  a  faithful 
gallant  part  in  all  the  battles  and  actions  of  the  following  year 
I  the  30th  of  July,  1864,  when  the  siege  of  Atlanta  was  in 
toss.  At  that  time  the  death  of  General  McPherson,  who  had 
ceded  General  Thomas  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
ind,  created  a  vacancy  to  which  Hooker  felt  that  he  was 
led,  and  on  General  Howard  being  appointed  he  asked  to  be  re- 
d  from  the  command  of  his  corps.    The  request  was  granted 
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and  he  was  placed  on  waiting  orders  till  September  -8,  when  he  was 
given  command  of  the  Northern  Department,  with  head-quarters  at 
Cincinnati,  where  he  remained  till  the  close  of  the  war,  being  sub- 
sequently in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  East,  with  head- 
quarters at  New  York,  till  the  1st  of  September,  1866,  when  he  was 
mustered  out  of  the  volunteer  service.  He  had  been  commissioned 
brigadier  general  in  the  Regular  Army  September  20, 1862,  and 
brevet  major  general  March  13, 1865,  "for  gallant  and  meritorious 
services  at  the  battle  of  Chattanooga,"  and  died  at  Garden  City,  L. 
I.,  October  31, 1879,  having  been  on  the  retired  list  from  1868. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Timothy  Intrraham 

Of  New  Bedford  was  among  the  first  to  enter  and  the  last  to  leave 
the  service  of  the  national  government  in  the  volunteer  ranks. 
Though  50  years  of  age  when  the  rebellion  opened,  he  was  elected 
and  served  as  captain  of  Company  L,  Third  Regiment,  for  the  three- 
months'  term.  He  was  then  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel  of 
the  Eighteenth  Regiment,  dating  from  July  26,  1861,  holding  that 
rank  till  August  18, 1862,  when  he  was  made  colonel  of  the  Thirty- 
.  eighth  Regiment,  of  which  he  took  command  at  Baltimore  early  in 
September.  That  regiment  formed  a  part  of  the  expedition  to 
Louisiana  under  General  Banks,  and  soon  after  going  into  camp  at 
Carrollton  Colonel  Ingraham  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
Third  Brigade  and  afterward  to  that  of  the  First  Brigade,  Third 
Division,  Nineteenth  Corps.  With  that  command  he  served  during 
a  part  of  the  Teche  campaign,  in  the  spring  of  1863,  but  his  health 
proving  unequal  to  active  service  in  the  field,  he  was  transferred  to 
Washington,  D.  C  where  he  served  as  provost  marshal  for  more 
than  two  years  from  September,  1863,  being  retained  by  special 
order  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  on  the  3d  of  October,  1865,  his  brevet  dating  from  th».j 
day  previous,  and  died  at  Boston  Highlands  February  26,  1876. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Horatio  Jenkins,  Jr., 

Of  Chelsea  served  as  a  private  in  Company  1.  Fifth  Regiment  of 
Militia  during  its  three-months' term  from  April  19,  to  July  81. 
1861,  and  on  the  formation  of  the  Fortieth  Regiment  the  follow- 
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summer  went  into  camp  as  first  lieutenant,  but  on  the  organiza- 
1  of  the  regiment  was  commissioned  captain,  serving  with  Com- 
iv  H,his  commission  dating  from  the  12th  of  August.  He  was  pro- 
ted  to  major  from  the  20th  of  April,  1864,  and  thenceforth  was 
eh  of  the  time  in  command  of  the  regiment.  From  the  2d  of 
ic  following  he  was  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel,  vice  Ma  I'- 
ll killed  in  action,  and  on  the  4th  of  February,  1865,  was  trans* 
•ed  to  the  Fourth  Cavalry  with  the  same  rank.    He  was. with 


HREvm-  Hrk;  Gen.  Horatio  Jenkins,  Jr 

detachment  of  that  regiment  which  made  so  gallant  a  fight  at 
i  Bridge,  Va.,  on  the  6th  of  April,  where  he  was  wounded  and 
brevet  ted  colonel  for  especial  gallantry  in  that  action.  He  was 
iafter  in  command  of  the  regiment  to  the  close  of  its  service, 
nel  Washburn  having  been  fatally  wounded.  Following  the 
h  of  the  latter,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jenkins  was  made  colonel, 
hich  rank  he  had  already  been  advanced  by  brevet,  his  com- 
ion  dating  from  April  -3.  His  brevet  of  brigadier  general 
jhmteers  dated  from  March  13,  1865.  After  the  surrender  of 
ic  remained  in  command  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry,  which  gathered 
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at  Richmond,  Va.,  and  in  addition  to  his  regular  duties  served  on 
courts-martial  and  on  a  commission  to  examine  officers  from  the 
volunteer  service  desirous  of  entering  the  regular  armv.  He  was 
mustered  out  with  his  regiment  November  14, 1865. 


1      Brevet  Brigadier  General  Thomas  D.  Johns 

Of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  was  commissioned 
colonel  of  the  Seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment  February  22,  1?<63. 
holding  the  command  till  the  close  of  the  regiment's  term  and  its 
muster  out  June  27, 1864,  and  being  thus  entitled  to  mention  anions 
the  soldiers  of  Massachusetts,  though  not  a  resident  of  the  state. 
During  the  time  that  he  held  the  commission  he  was  generally  in 
command  of  the  regiment,  the  notable  event  in  his  career  being  at 
the  capture  of  Marve's  Bights,  May  3,  1863,  when  he  commanded 
one  of  the  storming  columns,  composed  of  his  own  regiment  and 
the  Thirty-sixth  New  York.  Colonel  Johns  was  severely  wounded 
while  ascending  the  hill,  but  his  command  pressed  on,  and  routed 
the  enemy.  His  brevet  rank  dated  from  March  13, 1865.  He  died 
in  New  York  in  1884. 


Brevet  Brigadier  Uenerul  Edward  F.  Jones 

Of  Pepperell  was  a  valued  officer  of  the  Massachusetts  militia  long 
before  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war,  and  wThen  that  event  occurred 
was  colonel  of  the  Sixth  Regiment.  The  promptness  with  which 
he  responded  with  his  command  when  the  first  call  was  made  for 
troops,  and  the  story  of  the  tragic  inarch  through  Baltimore  aud 
the  triumphant  arrival  at  Washington  brought  the  name  of  Colonel 
Jones  and  his  organization  prominently  into  history.  Immediately 
after  returning  from  (his  first  term  of  service  Colonel  Jones  re- 
cruited the  Twenty-sixth  Regiment,  a  three-years'  organization, 
which  was  largely  the  outgrowth  of  the  Sixth,  from  which  it  drew 
most  of  its  officers.  Colonel  Jones  accompanied  this  regiment  tv> 
Ship  Island,  where  it  remained  till  the  operations  against  New 
Orleans  in  April,  1862,  when  his  command  by  penetrating  the  bayous 
and  marshes  and  obtaining  a  position  in  the  rear  of  Forts  St.  Philip 
and  Jackson  contributed  matcriallv  to  the  fall  of  those  stronghold:*. 
The  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  formed  the  garrison  for  the  forts  for 
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me  weeks,  Colonel  Jones  being  in  immediate  command,  but  soon 
er  the  transfer  of  the  regiment  to  New  Orleans  he  resigned  his 
amission  and  returned  to  Massachusetts.  lie  received  the  brevet 
brigadier  general  of  volunteers  from  March  IS,  1865. 


Major  General  Km  mm  us  Darwin  Keyes, 

rn  in  Brimfield  in  1810,  was  appointed  from  Maine  to  the  Military 
ademy  at  West  Point,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1832  and  was 
□missioned  in  the  Third  United  States  Artillery,  being  located  in 
arleston  (S.  C.)  Harbor  during  the  nullification  troubles  which 
tinued  during  the  next  year  or  two.    He  was  an  aide  on  the  staff 


Maj.  (Jen.  K   I),  kt-vos. 

eneral  Scott  for  four  years  from  18:i7,  and  from  that  time  till 
ut break  of  the  rebellion  his  time  was  divided  between  several 
of  service.  He  was  instructor  at  West 'Point  from  1814  till 
,  served  on  the  frontier  at  various  times,  and  was  General 
\s  military  secretary  during  18(30  and  till  after  the  firing  on 
Sumter.  He  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Eleventh  United 
s  Infantry  on  the  14th  of  May,  1  SCI,  three  days  later  was  made 
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brigadier  general  of  volunteers,  and  was  lor  a  time  engaged  at  Bos- 
ton and  New  York  in  the  raising,  equipping  and  forwarding  of 
troops.  lie  returned  to  Washington  early  in  July,  however,  and 
at  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  July  21,  was  in  command  of  the  First 
Brigade,  First  Division  of  General  McDowell's  army.  His  brigade 
fought  valiantly  till  the  general  retreat  obliged  it  to  move  from  the 
field.  In  the  organization  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  for  the 
campaign  of  18G2,  General  Keyes  was  made  commander  of  the 
Fourth  Corps,  and  was  commissioned  major  general  of  volunteers 
from  the  f>th  of  May.  He  shared  in  the  operations  against  York- 
town,  and  after  the  battle  of  Williamsburg  led  the  advance  up  the 
Peninsula.  It  was  upon  his  corps  that  the  weight  of  the  Confeder- 
ate attack  fell  at  Fair  Oaks  or  Seven  Pines  on  the  31st  of  May,  and 
for  his  gallant  part  in  the  battle  he  received  the  brevet  of  brigadier 
general  in  the  United  States  Army.  His  corps  having  suffered 
severely,  it  was  placed  in  reserve,  and  led  the  movement  to  the 
James  river  during  the  last  days  of  June,  one  of  its  divisions  being 
among  the  Union  troops  actively  engaged  at  the  battle  of  Malvern 
Hill.  On  the  withdrawal  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  Alexan- 
dria, in  co-operation  with  General  Pope's  campaign,  in  August ,  180:2. 
Couch's  Division  only  went  to  the  new  field,  Keyes  with  the  re- 
mainder of  the  corps  being  left  in  command  at  Yorktown.  He  re- 
mained there  till  the  following  summer,  directing  various  recon- 
naissances, some  of  them  resulting  in  skirmishes  and  slight  engage- 
ments, and  in  the  temporary  absence  of  General  Dix  he  was  in 
command  of  the  Department  of  Virginia.  From  July,  l$*»o,  he 
was  on  the  board  for  retiring  army  officers  till  the  6th  of  May,  lb04, 
when  he  resigned  his  commissions  and  returned  to  civil  life. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  John  W.  Kimball 

Of  Fitchburg  entered  the  service  as  major  of  the  Fifteenth  Regi- 
ment, taking  an  honorable  part  in  the  battle  of  Ball's  Bluff,  and 
serving  in  that  capacity  till  the  opening  of  the  Peninsular  campaign 
in  the  spring  of  1«G2.-  Colonel  Devens  being  then  made  brigadier 
general  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ward  (absent  from  wounds )  suc- 
ceeding to  the  colonelcy,  Major  Kimball  became  lieutenant  colonel 
and  took  command  of  the  regiment,  leading  it  ably  through  the  Pe- 
ninsular campaign,  during  the  movement  northward,  in  connection 


Digitized  by  Google 


GENERAL  OFFICERS.  <M1 

ith  General  Pope's  campaign,  and  at  the  battle  of  Antietam,  where 
e  regiment  sustained  severe  loss.  November  12,  1862,  he  was 
unmissioned  colonel  of  the  Fifty-third  Regiment,  and  joining- his 
w  command  at  New  York  accompanied  it  to  Louisiana,  where  he 
•11  sustained  his  reputation,  making  the  Fifty -third  one  of  the  most 
icient  of  the  short-term  regiments.  After  the  fall  of  Port  11  ud- 
n  and  the  return  of  his  command,  Colonel  Kimball  was  appointed 
I  erintendcnt  of  recruiting  for  Worcester  county,  with  hcad- 
urters  at  Worcester,  and  in  the  spring  of  1864  was  tendered  the 
loneley  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Regiment,  which  he  was  compelled 
decline  on  account  of  the  .state  of  his  health,  which  had  been  im- 
ircd  by  the  exposure  at  Port  Hudson.  He  had  also  been  proffered 
i  command  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Regiment  during  the  summer  of 
J2,  but  the  War  Department  then  declined  to  release  him  from 
4  command  of  the  Fifteenth.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  was 
some  years  pension  agent  at  Fitchburg,  till  that  office  was  con- 
idated  with  the  one  at  Boston.  His  brevet  rank  dates  from 
rch  18,  1805.  _ 

Breret  Brigadier  General  William  S.  King 

s  prominent  in  recruiting  at  Roxbury  Company  K  of  the  Thirty- 
i  licgimcnt,  of  which  he  was  commissioned  captain  dating  from 
i list  4, 1862.  At  Antietam  he  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the 
iment  after  the  wounding  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carruth  and 
himself  wounded  in  seven  places  and  borne  from  the  field,  but 
rived  and  rejoined  the  command  as  major  on  the  8th  of  April, 
3.  He  was  soon  after  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel  and 
ed  as  chief  of  staff  of  the  Second  Division,  Ninth  Corps,  till 
•  1,  when  he  was  appointed  Provost  Marshal  General  of  ken- 
s' and  in  August  military  commandant  of  the  District  of  Lex- 
ou.  This  position  lie  held  till  early  April,  1864,  when  he  was 
lied  to  Massachusetts  as  superintendent  of  recruiting  service, 
hieh  he  was  engaged  till  the  formation  of  the  Fourth  Regiment 
<avv  Artillery  by  the  consolidation  of  12  unattached  companies 
li  had  been  sent  to  the  Washington  defenses  during  September, 
:,  when  on  the  14th  of  November  he  was  commissioned  its 
icl  and  served  with  it  till  mustered  out  June  17,  "I860.  His 
A  rank  dated  from  March  1865.  General  King  died  at 
Miry  June  2<J,  1882. 
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X  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Ralph  W.  Kirkhani, 

A  native  of  Springfield,  graduated  at  West  Point  in  the  class  <>f 
1842,  being  brevettcd  second  lieutenant  of  the  Second  Infantry,  ami 
in  February  following  receiving  a  commission  as  second  lieutenant 
in  the  Sixth  Infantry.  He  served  as  adjutant  of  that  re.giraent  dur- 
ing the  war  with  Mexico,  being  brevettcd  first  lieutenant  and  cap- 
tain for  gallant  conduct,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Molino 
Del  Rey.  In  the  interval  between  the  Mexican  war  and  the  rebel- 
lion he  served  at  various  posts  as  assistant  adjutant  general  or 


B key h i  Huh.   Gkn.  k.  W,  Kikkham. 


quartermaster,  and  in  the  spring  of  1861  was  stationed  at  Fort 
Walla  Walla  in  Washington  Territory  with  the  rank  of  captain. 
He  was  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Department  of  the  Pacific  from 
August  31, 1801,  to  June  27, 1805,  and  of  the  Department  of  Cali- 
fornia from  that  time  onward.  He  received  the  commission  of 
major  February  20, 1803,  and  from  the  13th  of  March,  1865,  brevets 
of  lieutenant  colonel,  colonel  and  brigadier  general  "for  faithful 
and  meritorious  servies  in  the  quartermaster's  department  during 
the  rebellion.''    He  resigned  his  commission  February  11,  1870. 
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Brigadier  General  Frederick  W.  Lander 

Salem  had  been  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  government 
ae  eight  or  nine  years  as  an  engineer  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
r.  Naturally  of  an  adventurous  and  fearless  spirit,  and  having 
n  educated  at  a  military  school,  his  experience  in  making  six 
veys  across  the  continent  from  the  Mississippi  river  to  California, 
•  of  which  extended  to  Washington  Territory,  had  fitted  him  for 
lliant  service  to  his  country.    Late  in  March,  18<>1,  he  was  sent 


Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  W.  Lander. 


i  confidential  agent  of  the  government  to  Texas;  but  finding 
nothing  could  be  effected  toward  holding  that  state  for  the 
Dn  he  hurried  back  to  Washington  to  await  the  crisis,  at  once 
*ing  his  service  to  General  Scott,  "anywhere,  at  any  time." 
ig  a  friend  of  General  MeClellan,  Lander  on  the  former  taking 
mand  in  West  Virginia,  volunteered  to  serve  on  his  staff  as  an 
-de-camp,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  in  that  capacity  aceom- 
ed  Colonel  Ptimont's  column  to  Philippi  on  the  night  of  June 
ading  a  reconnaissance  in  front  of  the  main  body,  posting  the 
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artillery,  then  making  a  connection  with  Colonel  Kelley's  column, 
riding  into  the  enemy's  ranks  and  taking  prisoner  a  man  who  had 
shot  Colonel  Kellev.    At  the  battle  of  Rich  Mountain.  Julv  11,  he 
led  General  Rosecrans's  column  into  action,  winning  additional 
compliments  from  all  his  superior  officers  for  bravery  and  ability. 
He  was  made  a  brigadier  general  of  volunteers  dating  from  May 
17,  1861,  and  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Second  Brigade  of 
General  Stone's  Division  or  *'  Corps  of  Observation."    The  duties 
of  that  position  were  not,  however,  sufficiently  exciting  to  suit  his 
nature,  and  he  was  in  Washington,  where  he  had  just  completed 
arrangements  for  the  opening  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
along  the  upper  Potomac,  when  news  was  received  of  the  battle 
of  Ball's  Bluff,  in  which  a  portion  of  his  brigade  had  taken  part. 
Hastening  to  the  scene  he  was  on  the  following  dav  wounded 
in  the  leg  during  a  skirmish.    Before  recovering  entirely  from  the 
wound  he  proceeded  to  the  Upper  Potomac  and  took  command  of  a 
division  of  troops  under  General  Banks,  covering  the  region  from 
Hancock  to  Cumberland,  with  his  principal  force  and  head  quarters 
most  of  the  time  at  Camp  Chase,  near  Paw  Paw  Tunnel  on  the 
Virginia  side  of  the  river.    His  management  of  the  command  dur- 
ing the  winter  was  faultless,  checking  every  demonstration  by  the 
enemy,  and  on  the  14th  of  February,  1862,  he  led  a  column  against 
Bloomery  Gap,  where  Colonel  Sencendiver  commanded  a  brigade 
of  Virginia  militia.    General  Lander  with  a  few  hundred  cavalry, 
his  infantry  being  in  the  rear,  charged  the  partially  surprised  Con- 
federates, captured  over  60,  including  several  officers,  and  put  the 
last  organized  force  in  his  front  to  rout.    In  making  his  report  of 
the  engagement,  General  Lander  asked  to  be  relieved,  on  account 
of  failing  health,  but  the  request  was  not  heeded.    On  the  2d  of 
March  he  received  orders  to  report  with  his  command  at  once  to 
Martinsburg,  and  began  preparations  for  the  march,  when  his  ill- 
ness took  a  congestive  form  and  he  died  suddenly.    His  body  was 
taken  to  Salem  and  buried  with  high  honors. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  William  H.  Lawrence 

Of  lioston,  who  had  been  for  several  years  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Fusileers,  attaining  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  was  commissioned 
as  first  lieutenant  and  adjutant  of  the  First  Massachusetts  Regi- 
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lent,  May  25, 1861,  and  went  to  the  front  in  that  capacity,  but 
'rved  only  till  the  23d  of  August,  1801,  when  he  was  assigned  to 
le  staff  of  General  Joseph  Hooker,  then  commanding  the  brigade 
f  which  the  First  Regiment  formed  a  part.  In  his  position  of 
de-de-camp  he  developed  marked  qualities  of  military  genius  which 
ideared  him  to  his  gallant  chief,  and  he  retained  the  position 


Brbvrt  Brio  Gbn.  William  H  Lawrence. 

roughout  the  war  and  for  some  time  subsequently,  holding  during 
jst  of  the  time  the  commission  of  major,  and  receiving  from  the  2d 
April,  1865,  the  brevets  of  lieutenant  colonel,  colonel  and  briga- 
t  general  of  volunteers,  for  gallant  service  at  the  battles  of  Antie- 
n,  Lookout  Mountain  and  Peach  Tree  Creek  respectively.  He 
;o  served  for  a  time  after  the  war  on  the  staff  of  General  But- 
:  He  was  twice  wounded  in  action,  and  died  November  28, 
74,  aged  40  years. 

Brevet  Brigadier  General  Horace  C.  Lee 

is  city  clerk  and  treasurer  of  Springfield  at  the  breaking  out  of 
5  rebellion,  and  his  eminent  military  capacities,  by  which  he  had 
eral  years  before  risen  to  the  rank  of  colonel  and  acting  brigadier 
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in  the  state  militia,  made  it  desirable  that  his  services  should  be 
secured  for  his  country.  On  the  -3d  of  Auirust.  l^il.he  was  offered 
the  lieutenant  colonclcv  of  the  Twentv-tirst  Regiment,  then  beimr 
formed,  and  went  to  Boston  to  accept  it,  when  he  was  given  authority 
to  raise  in  Western  Massachusetts  one  of  five  regiments  which  had 
just  been  authorized.  This  he  did,  and  on  the  20th  of  September 
was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Twenty  seventh  Regiment,  forming 
a  part  of  the  Burnside  expedition  to  North  Carolina.    He  ably  com- 


Brevet  Brig.  Gen.  Horace  C  Lee. 


manded  the  regiment  at  the  battles  of  Roanoke  Island  and  New  hern 
and  till  July  4,  1862,  when  he  took  command  of  the  brigade,  lead- 
ing it  in  the  Trenton,  Tarboro  and  Goldsboro  expeditions  and  win- 
ning praise  for  the  able  handling  of  his  troops  in  repulsing  General 
Clingman's  attack,  at  the  latter  place.  lie  was  recommended  by 
General  Foster  for  promotion  to  the  rank  of  brigadier,  but  the  com- 
mission was  not  granted  on  account  of  the  number  already  given  to 
Massachusetts  officers.  On  the  departure  of  General  Burnside  he 
was  appointed  provost  marshal  general  of  North  Carolina  and  1 
of  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  and  acted  in 
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at  capacity  till  the  office  was  abolished  by  General  Butler  in  Janu- 
V,  1804.  lie  then  served  upon  commissions  and  courts-martial 
I  the  opening  of  the  campaign  in  May  following,  when  he  re- 
lied command  of  his  regiment,  leading  it  at  Walthal  Junction, 
rowlield  Church  and  Drewrv's  Bluff.  In  the  latter  engagement 
was  made  prisoner,  with  a  large  portion  of  his  command,  and 
s  confined  at  Libby  Prison  and  at  Macon,  Ga.  From  the  latter 
ce  he  was  removed  June  10,  and  with  many  other  Union  officers 
ced  under  the  lire  of  the  Federal  batteries  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 
ng  exchanged  on  the  2d  of  August,  1864,  he  went  north  on  a 
nth's  furlough,  but  returned  to  Fortress  Monroe  in  time  to  inter- 
t  his  regiment,  then  under  orders  for  North  Carolina,  and  pro- 
ed  the  return  to  Massachusetts  of  those  whose  time  was  about 
'xpire.  He  was  mustered  out  with  them,  September  27,  180*4, 
for  meritorious  service  received  a  well-deserved  brevet  of  briga- 
general  of  volunteers,  dating  from  March  13, 1865.  He  then 
ed  four  years  in  the  Boston  Custom  House  and  12  years  as 
master  of  Springfield,  dying  June  22,  1884,  soon  after  vacat- 
the  latter  office. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  William  Raymond  Lee 

loxbury  was  a  student  at  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point, 
te  class  of  which  Jefferson  Davis  was  a  member.  He,  however, 
bis  military  studies  to  become  a  civil  engineer,  and  was  later 
rintendent  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad.  When  the 
'lion  broke  out  his  patriotism  led  him  to  tender  his  services  to 
frnor  Andrew  in  connection  with  the  raising  and  sending  forth 
•lunteers,  though  he  was  then  54  years  of  age.  Assisted  by  an 
corps  of  younger  men,  he  raised  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts 
ment,  of  which  he  was  commissioned  colonel,  dating  from  July 
u'l.  Taking  his  command  to  Washington  as  soon  as  it  was 
iized,he  was  assigned  to  duty  on  the  Potomac  near  Poolcsville 
vith  the  larger  part  of  his  regiment  shared  in  the  disastrous 
;  of  Ball's  Bluff  on  the  21st  of  October,  1801,  where  he  was 
prisoner  of  war.  While  in  captivity  at  Richmond  he  was 
ed  with  otbers  to  be  held  as  a  hostage  for  the  lives  of  Con- 
ite  privateers  in  the  hands  of  the  national  government,  and 
g  this  time  he  was  quartered  in  the  common  county  prison  at 
uoncl  with  his  unfortunate  fellow-hostages.    Being  exchanged 
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the  following;  spring,  he  rejoined  his  command  before  Yorktown, 
leading  it  gallantly  at  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks.    At  the  battle  of 
Nelson's  Farm  or  Glendale  he  was  in  command  of  three  regiments 
of  his  brigade,  and  while  holding  an  advanced  position  he  received 
severe  injuries  by  a  horse  falling  upon  him.    Returning  to  Massa- 
chusetts to  recover  from  his  accident,  he  was  during  the  early  part 
of  August  in  command  of  Camp  Briggs  at  Pittsfield  where  the 
Thirty-scveuth  Regiment  was  beginning  to  gather;  but  he  was 
again  in  the  field  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  in  time  for  the  Antie- 
tam  campaign,  and  commanded  the  Twentieth  in  its  unfortuuate 
experience  during  the  battle  of  the  17th  of  September,  1862.  It 
soon  became  evident  that  Colonel  Lee  was  physically  incapable  of 
enduring  the  exposures  of  active  campaigning,  after  the  hardships 
through  which  he  had  already  passed,  and  on  the  17th  of  December. 
1802,  after  another  period  of  absence  from  his  regiment,  he  reluct- 
antly resigned  his  commission  and  was  not  again  actively  engaged 
in  military  duties.    With  many  others,  he  received  the  brevet  of 
brigadier  general  of  volunteers  dating  from  the  13th  of  March,  18G5. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  William  S.  Lincoln 

Of  Worcester  became  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Mas- 
sachusetts Regiment  at  its  organization  in  the  summer  of  1862, 
being  in  command  of  Camp  John  E.  Wool  during  the  gathering 
of  the  recruits  for  the  Thirty-fourth  and  other  regiments.  After 
reaching  Washington  he  was  much  of  the  time  in  command  of  the 
regiment,  owing  to  the  assignment  of  Colonel  Wells  to  other  duties, 
and  during  the  stay  near  Harper's  Ferry  was  at  times  in  command 
of  a  brigade.  At  the  disastrous  battle  of  New  Market  he  was 
severely  wounded  and  made  a  prisoner.  Being  taken  to  Harrison- 
burg, after  passing  some  time  in  the  hospital  there  Colonel  Lincoln 
with  a  single  companion  managed  to  escape  one  night  when  he  was 
about  to  be  sent  further  south,  and  after  great  suffering  and  a 
variety  of  adventures  finally  reached  the  Union  lines  at  Cumber- 
land. Returning  to  Massachusetts  he  gradually  recovered  and  late 
in  November  returned  to  the  army  near  Winchester,  though  with 
wounds  still  unhealed,  having  been  promoted  to  colonel  vice  Wells, 
killed  in  action.  Reing  unfitted  for  active  dutv  in  the  field.  Colonel 
Lincoln  was  assigned  to  detached  duty  at  Cumberland,  where  he- 
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nained  through  the  winter  and  early  spring,  rejoining  his  regi- 
nt  near  Richmond  after  the  surrender  <>f  Lee.  He  was  then  as- 
ued  to  the  command  of  the  brigade — First  Brigade,  Independent 


Brevet  Uhiu.  Gen.  William  S.  Lincoln. 


sion,  Twenty-fourth  Corps — which  lie  held  till  June  15, 1865, 
i  he  returned  to  the  command  of  the  regiment,  and  accom- 
ed  it  to  Massachusetts  for  muster  out,  his  hrevet  as  brigadier 
ral  dating  from  June  23  of  that  year.  He  died  at  Worcester, 
jinbor  8,  1889.  aged  78. 

Brevet  Major  General  Charles  G.  Loring 

.(iston  was  nominated  by  Governor  Andrew  for  a  commission 
16  staff  of  General  Burnside,  then  organizing  the  North  Caro- 
Kxpcdition.  Reporting  at  Annapolis  in  December,  1801,  he 
issigned  to  duty  as  quartermaster,  with  the  rank"  of  captain; 
\  hen  Burnside'a  fleet  was  shattered  by  the  storm  at  Ilatteras 
,  he  was  dispatched  to  New  York  to  charter  a  steamship  and 
it  with  naval  supplies  of  all  kinds.  On  the  taking  of  Newhern 
is  placed  in  charge  of  transportation  by  sea  and  all  naval  re- 
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pairs,  and  later  in  charge  of  the  railroads  of  the  department.  0:i 
the  organization  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  in  July,  1862,  he  was  made 
assistant  inspector  general  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel,  but 
owing  to  illness  could  not  join  the  corps  in  the  field  till  September. 
When  General  Burnside  succeeded  McClellan  in  command  of  the 
Armv  of  the  Potomac,  Colonel  Loring  was  assigned  to  dutv  at 
head-quarters,  serving  there  during  the  Fredericksburg  campaign 
and  for  some  weeks  under  General  Hooker.    lie  was  then  at  Gen- 
eral Burnside's  request  transferred  to  staff  duty  with  the  latter  at 
head-quarters  Department  of  the  Ohio.    In  May,  1863,  Loring  was 
sent  by  Burnside  to  General  Rosccrans  at  Murfreesboro  with  verbal 
instructions  (communication  being  too  hazardous  to  intrust  any. 
thing  of  importance  to  paper)  to  arrange  for  a  joint  advance  upon 
Knoxville  and  East  Tennessee.    Rosccrans  conferred  with  General 
Thomas,  indorsed  a  plan  suggested  by  the  latter,  and  the  advance 
was  planned ;  but  on  the  day  after  Burnside  took  the  field  to  carry 
it  out  the  Ninth  Corps  was  ordered  to  the  assistance  of  Grant  at 
Vicksburg.    Later  in  the  season  Burnside  entered  Knoxville,  where 
he  was  besieged  by  the  Confederate  General  Longstreet,  and  during 
the  siege  it  was  Lorinc's  dutv  twice  a  dav  to  make  a  tour  of  the 
lines  to  observe  the  movements  and  purpose  of  the  enemy.  During 
the  campaign  of  1864  he  continued  on  Burnside's  staff,  and  at  the 
Battle  of  the  Crater,  July  30,  volunteered  to  accompany  the  leading 
division  into  the  demolished  Confederate  works.    After  the  retire- 
ment of  Burnside,  Colonel  Loring  served  on  the  staff  of  General 
Park  till  the  close  of  the  war.    He  was  brcvetted  colonel  August 
1 , 1864,  "  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  at  the  battles  of  the 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  and  Bethesda  Church  and  during  the 
operations  before  Petersburg,  Va.,"  brigadier  general  of  the  same 
date  "  for  the  campaign  in  East  Tennessee  and  at  the  siege  of  Knox- 
ville," and  major  general  July  17,1865,  for  general  service,  though 
the  recommendation  of  his  commander  was  for  the  affair  of  the  Mine. 


\  Brigadier  General  Charles  Russell  Lowell,  Jr., 

Of  Boston,  was  engaged  in  the  management  of  iron-works  at  Cum 
berland,  Md.,  when  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  were  assaulted  at  Balti- 
more. Hastening  at  once  to  that  city  and  finding  railroad  com- 
munication cut  off,  Mr.  Lowell  made  his  way  on  foot  to  Washington 
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here  he  applied  for  a  commission  of  the  lowest  rank  in  the  regular 
■tillery,  awaiting  which  he  busied  himself  in  the  interests  of  Mas- 
chusetts  troops  and  in  assisting  the  national  government  in  other 
ivs.  Instead  of  the  position  for  which  he  had  applied,  lie  was 
fered  and  accepted  a  captaincy  in  the  Sixth  United  States  Cavalry, 
voting  himself  enthusiastically  to  that  arm  of  the  service.  In  this 
pacity  he  served  through  the  Peninsular  campaign  with  distinc- 
>n,and  after  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill  became  a  member  of  Gen- 
ii MeClellan's  staff.  At  the  battle  of  the  Antietam  lie  displayed 
cat  gallantry  in  checking  the  retreat  of  General  Sedgwick's  Divis- 
1  at  a  critical  moment,  in  recognition  of  which  he  was  detailed 
McClellan  to  convey  to  President  Lincoln  at  Washington  the  39 
ttle  flags  captured  from  the  Confederates  during  the  battle.  In 
•vember  following  he  was  returned  to  Massachusetts,  to  recruit 
ii  organize  the  Second  Regiment  of  Cavalry,  with  which  he  re- 
rted  at  Washington  in  May,  1803,  and  with  head-quarters  at 
?nna  was  put  in  command  of  the  cavalry  of  the  department, 
r  more  than  a  year  he  held  this  responsible  command,  penetrating 
the  surrounding  country  and  not  only  protecting  the  Union  lines 
m  the  annoyance  of  guerrilla  bands,  but  driving  the  latter  from 
ir  chosen  haunts.  When  in  the  summer  of  18b'4  General  Early 
.ndoned  his  threatening  movement  against  Washington  and 
rted  in  retreat,  Colonel  Lowell  with  the  Second  hung  upon  his 
r  till  the  Confederates  undertook  with  a  strong  force  to  crush 
persistent  regiment.  At  Rockville  a  sharp  engagement  came 
the  head  of  Lowell's  column  being  thrown  into  confusion;  but 
command  was  halted  and  dismounted  and  repelled  several  de- 
nined  charges  of  the  enemy  in  vastly  superior  numbers.  When 
ridun  took  command  of  the  department  Colonel  Lowell  was 
?n  a  brigade  composed  of  his  own  regiment  and  the  dismounted 
ilry  of  the  department  gathered  in  temporary  organization,  with 
eh  he  took  an  active  part  in  all  the  subsequent  operations  in  and 
nt  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  On  the  26th  of  August  Colonel 
ell  so  distinguished  himself  in  an  attack  upon  the  Confederate 
ntrv  outposts  that  with  his  regiment  he  was  transferred  to  the 
orve  brigade  of  cavalry  and  artillery,  consisting  mostly  of 
ted  States  Regulars,  of  which  he  took  command.  With  this 
ade  he  did  noble  service  at  the  battle  of  the  Opequan,  Septem- 
19,  making  near  the  close  of  the  light  a  magnificent  charge  with 
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some  GOO  of  his  command  upon  an  intrenched  infantry  line  ot  the 
enemy,  routing  them  in  confusion  and  capturing  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery.   In  the  brilliant  cavalry  fight  of  the  9th  of  October,  in  which 
the  enemy  was  defeated  and  driven  20  miles,  from  Woodstock  to 
Mount  Jackson,  Lowell  led  the  advance  of  General  Merritt's  Divis- 
ion against  the  Confederate  force  commanded  by  Lomax,  winaing 
victory  almost  without  loss,  the  engagement  being  familiarly  known 
as  uThe  Woodstock  Races."    At  the  opening  of  the  battle  of  Cedar 
Creek,  October  19,1864,  Lowell's  Brigade  was  posted  on  the  Union 
right,  which  position  it  held  till  relieved  by  infantry,  when  it  was 
moved  to  the  extreme  left,  a  half-mile  or  so  to  the  north  of  Middle- 
town.    Here  dismounting  his  men  and  gaining  the  cover  of  a  stone- 
wall, Lowell  checked  the  victorious  advance  of  the  enemy  and  re- 
pulsed several  determined  efforts  to  drive  his  little  band  from  its 
position.    In  three  determined  charges  he  led  his  men  against  the 
Confederates,  having  his  horse  shot  under  him  during  the  third  — 
the  13th  horse  thus  lost  during  the  campaign  of  three  months.  At 
the  same  time  he  received  a  severe  contusion  from  a  spent  ball, 
causing  dangerous  internal  hemorrhage  and  the  loss  of  his  voice: 
vet  he  refused  to  leave  the  field,  saving  he  wished  to  lead  in  the 
final  charge,  and  when  it  was  ordered  at  3  o'clock  he  was  lifted  to 
his  horse  and  rode  to  the  front.    His  determined  troopers  cheered 
their  dying  chief  and  obeyed  his  whispered  commands  as  though 
his  voice  still  rang  over  the  field ;  but  as  the  line  swept  forward  he 
was  again  struck  down  with  a  bullet  through  the  chest.    He  still 
desired  to  be  and  was  carried  forward  till  assured  that  victory  was 
won,  when  he  was  taken  to  Middletown,  where  he  died  the  following 
morning  in  his  30th  year.    It  is  no  disparagement  of  others  tu  say 
that  Massachusetts  sent  to  the  front  no  more  brilliant  and  worthy 
ofiicer  than  Colonel  Lowell.    His  commission  as  brigadier  general 
was  signed  at  Washington  on  the  day  that  his  mortal  wound  was 
received,  and  was  on  the  way  to  camp  when  he  died.    His  star  wa* 
bravely  won,  though  never  worn. 

Brevet  Brigadier  General  Lake  Lyman 

Of  Northampton  entered  the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Regi- 
ment as  lieutenant  colonel  at  the  time  of  its  formation,  beiug  ^7 
years  of  age.    He  had  for  many  years  been  identified  with  th< 
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orthampton  Artillery  Company,  a  militia  infantry  organization  of 
gh  rank,  of  which  he  had  been  commander.  At  the  outbreak  of 
o  war  he  became  by  request  military  instructor  at  Amherst  Col- 
*e,  rendering  valuable  service  and  infusing  the  students  with  mili- 
rv  zeal.  During  his  service  with  the  regiment  he  was  much  of 
3  time  its  commanding  officer,  Colonel  Lee  being  acting  brigadier, 
d  led  it  through  the  Tarboro,  Ooldsboro,  Gum  Swamp  and  Wise 
rks  exigences,  and  was  with  it  at  the  siege  of  Little  Washing- 


Brkvet  Hint..  Gen.  Lukk  Lyman. 


X.  C.  There  he  was  for  some  months  in  command  of  the  post; 
sponsible  position,  as  he  had  not  only  the  military  supervision 
is  well  was  charged  with  the  promotion  of  legitimate  trade  and 
•rcssion  of  the  illicit  traffic  with  the  rebel  population  which 
y  on  both  sides  of  the  lines  attempted  to  conduct  on  account 
ie  great  profits  accompanying  success.  He  resigned  on  the 
of  May,  1863,  and  received  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general 
duntcers  from  the  loth  of  March,  1805.  General  Lyman  was 
rthy  officer,  popular  with  all  classes,  from  the  private  soldier 
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of  his  regiment  to  the  governor  of  the  state,  who  at  his  resignation 
expressed  the  belief  that  it  would  be  a  great  loss  to  the  regiment 
to  lose  so  able  and  faithful  an  officer."  He  died  at  Montreal, 
November  12,  1889.   

Hrevet  Major  General  George  X.  Macy 

Of  Nantucket  went  to  the  front  as  first  lieutenant  of  Company  I. 
Twentieth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  his  commission 
dating  from  the  10th  of  July,  1861,  and  after  the  battle  of  KaIVs 
]>luff  he  was  advanced  to  a  captaincy,  being  commissioned  Novem- 
ber 8.    Serving  continuously  with  his  regiment,  he  was  promoted 
to  major  December  18,  1862,  and  to  lieutenant  colonel  May  1  fol- 
lowing.   At  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  he  was  severely  wounded, 
necessitating  the  amputation  of  a  hand,  and  on  the  death  of  Colonel 
Revere,  July  5,  he  was  commissioned  colonel.    Returning  to  the 
regiment  about  the  middle  of  October  ensuing,  he  commanded  it. 
save  when  temporarily  absent,  till  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  In 
that  engagement,  on  the  6th  of  May,  he  was  wounded  in  the  lei:, 
and  did  not  airain  return  to  the  Twentieth.    On  recovering  he  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  provost  guard  at  head-quarters  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  where  he  served  till  the  close  of  the  war. 
being  mustered  out  July  27,  1865,  with  the  brevet  of  major  general 
of  volunteers  from  March  13  of  that  year.    He  died  at  his  home  in 
Host  on,  February  13, 1875,  from  an  accidentally  self-inflicted  pistol- 
shot  wound. 

YjJrevet  Major  General  lUnriolnli  11.  Marcy, 

Horn  in  the  town  of  Greenwich  in  1812,  graduated  at  the  Military 
Acadeniv  at  West  Point  in  the  class  of  1832,  and  received  the  bn- 
vet  of  second  lieutenant  of  the  Fifth  Infantry.  He  attained  by 
regular  promotion  the  rank  <>f  captain  May  18,  1846,  and  served  a* 
such  in  the  Mexican  war.  lie  also  saw  some  service  in  the  Semiin*. 
war  in  Florida.  He  was  promoted  to  major  and  paymaster  Airjiis* 
22.  ls">0.  and  on  the  0th  of  August,  1861,  to  colcnel  and  inspector 
general  in  chief  of  the  United  States  Army,  which  position  he  L>v. 
during  the  entire  rebellion.  He  served  in  this  capacity  on  the  >?;«;": 
of  General  MeClellan  till  the  latter  was  relieved  from  command  - 
the  autumn  of  1862,  and  was  in  all  the  battles  where  MeC]-!!.;:. 
commanded.    He  was  twice  during  the  war  commissioned  hri^d! 
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neral  of  volunteers — September  23,  18(51,  and  September  13, 
s<>2, — but  in  each  case  the  commission  expired  with  the  adjourn- 
cnt  of  the  congressional  session.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
ived the  brevet  rank  of  brigadier  general  and  also  of  major  gen- 
al  in  the  regular  line,  dating  from  March  13, 1865,  and  continuing 
the  inspection  department  of  the  army  was  on  the  12th  of  De- 
uibcr,  1878,  commissioned  brigadier  general.  He  was  retired  on 
e  2d  of  January,  1881,  at  his  own  request  after  more  thau  42 
ars'  service,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Orange,  N.  J.,  on  the  22d  of 
Member,  1887.  

Brevet  Brigadier  General  Napoleon  B.  McLangrhlen 

as  a  native  of  Vermont,  entering  the  United  States  Army  from 
w  York  May  27, 1850,  as  private  in  Company  F,  Second  Dra- 
)ns,  and  rising  by  regular  promotion  through  the  various  non- 
nmissioned  grades  was  on  the  27th  of  March,  1861,  commissioned 
ond  lieutenant  in  the  First  United  States  Cavalrv;  first  lieuten- 

of  the  Fourth  Cavalry  on  the  3d  of  May  following,  and  captain 
the  17th  of  July,  1862.  At  the  request  of  Governor  Andrew 
was  made  colonel  of  the  First  Massachusetts  Volunteers  from 

1st  of  October  following,  and  ably  commanded  that  regiment 
ing  the  remainder  of  its  service,  till  the  muster  out,  May  28, 
4.  He  received  brevets  in  the  regular  line  44  for  gallant  and 
itorious  services"  at  Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg,  where  his 
mcnt  did  noble  work.  After  a  brief  respite  from  the  volunteer 
ice  he  was  again  commissioned  colonel  of  a  Massachusetts  regi- 
tt — this  time  the  Fifty  seventh — with  rank  dating  from  Decem- 
1S62.  This  made  him  senior  colonel  of  the  brigade  to  which 
Fifty-seventh  was  attached — First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Ninth 
ly  Corps — and  on  reporting  for  duty,  September  14,  1864,  he 

command  of  the  brigade,  succeeding  General  W.  F.  Bartlctt 
had  been  taken  prisoner  at  the  ill-starred  battle  of  the  Crater, 
•  weeks  before,  lie  was  brevet  ted  brigadier  general  of  volun- 
;  from  September  30,  1864,  the  date  of  the  battle  of  Poplar 
*e  Church,  in  which  his  command  took  a  prominent  part,  and 
ud  and  brigadier  general  of  the  regular  army  from  the  13th  of 
di,  1805  ;  the  former  rank  for  gallant  services  during  the  attack 
ort  Stedman,  March  25  of  that  year,  and  the  second  for  l:ke 
cos  in  the  field  during  the  war.    In  the  Fort  Stedman  affair, 


Digitized  by  Google 


MASSACHUSETTS  IN  THE  WAR. 


after  repulsing  the  Confederates  to  the  right  of  the  fort  with  his 
brigade,  he  entered  the  fort,  not  knowing  that  it  had  been  tempora- 
rily captured  by  the  enemy's  bold  dash,  and  was  himself  made 
prisoner;  but  his  term  of  confinement  was  short  owing  to  the  speedy 
termination  of  the  war.  Returning  to  his  captaincy  in  the  regular 
line,  he  was  made  major  of  the  Tenth  Cavalry  May  17,  1876,  and 
was  retired  as  such  on  the  26th  of  June,  1882,  at  his  own  request, 
having  faithfully  served  his  government  for  more  than  32  years. 
He  died  of  apoplexy  at  his  home  in  New  York  City  on  the  28th  of 
January,  1887,  in  the  65th  year  of  his  age,  and  his  remains  were 
buried  at  Worcester,  N.  Y. 


Major  General  Nelson  A.  Miles 

Of  Roxbury  began  his  brilliant  military  career  as  first  lieutenant  of 
Company  E,  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  Regiment,  with  commis- 
sion dated  October  1, 1861.  Soon  after  reaching  Washington  with 
the  regiment,  he  secured  an  appointment  on  the  staff  of  General 
Casey,  which  he  retained  from  the  7th  of  November  till  the  close 
of  March,  1862.  He  was  then  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel 
of  the  Sixty-first  New  York  Regiment,  being  promoted  on  the  30th 
of  September  following  to  colonel.  At  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville,  in  command  of  his  regiment,  he  rendered  valuable  service  in 
preventing  a  flank  movement  of  the  enemy  by  way  of  Mott  Run, 
and  while  gallantly  fighting  his  command  was  shot  through  the 
body.  Recovering,  he  entered  the  campaign  of  1864  in  command 
of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Second  Corps,  of  which  his 
regiment  formed  a  part,  fighting  valiantly  at  Spottsylvania  and  re- 
ceiving in  recognition  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of  volunteers 
from  that  date — May  12,  1864.  In  the  subsequent  operations  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  his  brigade  was  ever  at  the  front,  and 
soon  after  the  investment  of  Petersburg  he  was  promoted  to  the 
command  of  the  division.  This  he  held  to  the  close  of  the  war. 
handling  it  everywhere  in  the  most  gallant  manner.  He  received 
the  brevet  of  major  general  of  volunteers  August  25,  1864,  and 
was  commissioned  full  major  general  of  volunteers  on  the  21st  of 
October,  1865,  remaining  in  the  volunteer  service  until  the  1st  of 
September,  1866;  he  was  then  mustered  out,  and  a  few  days  later 
was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Fortieth  United  States  Regulars. 
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was  subsequently  transferred  to  the  Fifth  Regiment,  and  on  the 
h  of  December,  1880,  was  promoted  to  brigadier  general,  with 
brevet  of  major  general  in  the  regular  line,  his  present  rank. 


Brevet  Brlgradier  General  Albert  Ordway 

Cambridge,  a  graduate  of  Harvard,  was  a  private  soldier  in  the 
ks  of  the  New  England  Guards  at  the  opening  of  the  war.  On 
organization  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  Regiment  he 


Brevkt  Uric.  Gbn.  Albert  Okdway. 


commissioned  first  lieutenant  September  2,  1861,  in  Company 
fie  succeeded  Lieutenant  Anderson  as  ad  jutant  of  the  regiment, 
g  as  such  during  the  campaigns  of  I8u'-,  and  in  December  of 
year  became  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  General  Henry 
56,  commanding  the  Fifth  Division,  Eighteenth  Corps.  He 
<1  there  till  July,  18f>:5,  when  he  was  ordered  to  the  Army  of 
'otomac  and  took  a  place  on  the  staff  of  the  Second  Division, 
1  Corps,  rejoining  his  regiment  at  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  in 
mber  of  that  year.    The  regiment  being  ordered  to  Virginia 
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the  following  spring,  lie  was  detailed  as  ordnance  officer  of  the  First 
Division,  Tenth  Corps,  and  served  till  July,  when  he  was  granted 
sick  leave.  He  returned  to  the  command  of  his  regiment  in  No- 
vember, having  been  promoted  captain  June  1, 1804,  major  Septem- 
ber 14,  and  lieutenant  colonel  November  15.  After  the  fall  of 
Richmond  his  regiment  was  ordered  on  duty  in  that  city,  and  Junt* 
9,  180;),  he  was  made  provost  marshal  of  the  Department  of  Vir- 
ginia— a  responsible  position  which  he  ably  filled.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  February  10,  I860,  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of 
volunteers  from  March  13,  1865. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Francis  A.  Osborn 

Of  Boston  was  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Massachusetts  Regiment  at  its  organization,  August  31, 1801, 


Hrkvet  Uric;.  Gen.  Francis  A.  Osborn. 


and  succeeded  to  the  colonelcy  on  the  promotion  of  Colonel  Steven- 
son, December  28,  1802.  He  was  in  command  of  the  regimen: 
from  April,  1802,  except  when  on  detached  service,  and  led  ti.'. 
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larking  party  which  captured  an  important  rifle-pit  in  front  of 
ji  t  Wagner, on  Morris  Island,  August  26, 1863.  Shortly  after  he 
is  selected,  in  command  of  his  own  regiment  and  another,  to  at- 
nipt  the  capture  by  assault  of  Fort  Sumter,  but  owing  to  the  difti- 
lties  of  the  ground  was  unable  to  embark  his  troops  till  after  a 
tile  attempt  had  been  made  by  the  navy,  demonstrating  that  the 
rt  could  not  be  carried  in  that  manner.  Early  in  October  he  was 
iced  in  command  of  the  post  of  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  and  remained 
ere  till  the  middle  of  February,  when  he  was  transferred  to  com- 
ind  the  post  of  Jacksonville.  Fla.  In  May  he  resumed  command 
his  regiment,  which  became  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  James, 
iring  August  and  September,  1864,  he  commanded  a  brigade  of 
}  Second  Division,  Tenth  Corps.  Receiving  leave  of  absence  on 
1  16th  of  October,  he  did  not  again  join  the  regiment  in  the  field, 
ng  mustered  out  by  expiration  of  service  on  the  13th  of  Novem- 
•,  1864.  lie  was  given  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of  volun- 
rs  from  the  13th  of  March,  1865. 


Brevet  Major  General  Charles  J.  Paiiie 

Boston  began  his  service  as  captain  of  Company  I,  Twenty- 
ond  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  being  commissioned  October  1, 
11,  and  serving  as  such  till  the  16th  of  January,  1862,  when  he 
igned  his  commission  and  joined  the  Eastern  Bay  State  Regiment 
terward  the  Thirtieth  Massachusetts)  of  General  Butler's  ex- 
ition  as  it  touched  at  Fortress  Monroe  on  its  way  south.  He 
*  selected  by  General  Butler  as  major  of  the  Thirtieth,  and  acted 
inch  until  the  regimental  officers  were  commissioned  by  Governor 
j  row.  He  was  not  eon  firmed  in  the  expected  office,  and  con- 
uently  took  a  place  on  Butler's  staff  for  a  time,  when  he  was 
missioned  colonel  of  the  Second  Louisiana  (Loyal)  Regiment, 
tember,  1862.    During  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson  Colonel  Paine 

in  command  of  a  brigade,  but  served  generally  with  his  regi- 
lt  till  the  spring  of  1864  when  he  joined  General  Butler,  then 
ommand  of  the  Army  of  the  James,  as  volunteer  aide-de-camp, 

in  that  capacity  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Drcwry's  Bluff.  He 

commissioned  brigadier  general  of  volunteers  on  the  4th  of 
r,  1864,  and  took  command  of  the  Third  Division  (colored), 
hteenth  Corps.    With  this  division  he  took  part  in  the  battle 
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of  Newmarket  Hights,  on  the  north  side  of  the  James  river,  Sep 
tembcr  28,  and  with  his  division — then  a  part  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Corps — assisted  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher  in  January  following. 
His  division  became  a  part  of  General  Terry's  command,  known  as 
the  Tenth  Corps,  from  that  time,  and  joined  in  the  operation* 
against  Wilmington  and  in  the  advance  to  Goldsboro  to  meet  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  victorious  army.  After  the  close  of  the  war  Gen- 
eral Paine  was  for  some  time  in  command  of  the  militarv  district 
of  Beaufort,  being  mustered  out  on  the  15th  of  January,  1866. 
His  brevet  of  major  general  of  volunteers  dated  from  January  15. 
1865,  being  conferred  in  recognition  of  his  services  at  Fort  Fisher. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Francis  W.  Palfrey 

Of  Boston,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  was  in  the  spring  of 
1861  a  second  lieutenant  in  the  Fourth  Battalion,  M.  V.  M.,  and  as 
such  took  part  in  the  garrisoning  of  Fort  Independence  from  the 
25th  of  April  to  the  25th  of  May  of  that  year.  He  then  assisted 
in  raising  and  organizing  the  Twentieth  Regiment  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  of  which  he  was  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel  from 
the  1st  of  July.  He  served  as  second  in  command  of  the  regiment 
till  the  battle  of  Ball's  Bluff,  when  Colonel  Lee  being  captured  he 
commanded  the  regiment  during  the  fall  and  winter  and  until  near 
the  termination  of  the  siege  of  Yorktown  early  in  May  following, 
when  Colonel  Lee  returned  to  duty.  At  the  battle  of  Nelson'* 
Farm,  June  30,  he  was  again  in  command  of  the  Twentieth,  and 
though  wounded  there  continued  to  lead  the  regiment  to  the  close  of 
the  Peninsular  campaign.  He  was  again  second  in  command  at  the 
battle  of  the  Antietam,  where  he  was  very  severely  wounded  in  the 
shoulder  by  a  grape  shot,  in  consequence  of  which  he  resigned  his  com- 
mission on  the  13th  of  April,  1863,  having  been  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  colonel  from  the  18th  of  December,  1862.  He  was  bre vetted 
brigadier  general  March  13,  1865,  and  died  at  Cannes,  France, 
December  5,  188l».   

Brevet  Brigadier  General  Henry  L.  Patten 

Of  Cambridge  was  one  of  Harvard's  patriotic  sons  who  gave  his 
life  for  his  country.  He  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  the 
Twentieth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  November  25, 1861.  joining  the 
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mimand  in  the  field  subsequent  to  its  sad  experiences  at  Ball's 
luff.  He  was  promoted  first  lieutenant  October  1, 1862,  captain 
ay  1, 1863,  and  major  June  20,  1864.  During  this  time  he  was 
oundcd  at  Nelson's  Farm,  June  30, 1862,  and  twice  at  Gettysburg, 
ily  3, 1863.  At  Spottsylvania,  on  the  18th  of  May,  he  became  by 
:e  fortunes  of  war  the  senior  officer  present  for  duty  with  the  regi- 
ent  and  assumed  command,  which  he  exercised  in  a  most  able 
anner.  At  the  battle  of  Weldon  Railroad  the  Twentieth  under 
s  command  checked  the  success  of  the  Confederate  column  and 
tanged  the  fortunes  of  the  day,  for  which  he  was  warmly  compli- 
cated by  his  superior  officers.  At  Deep  Bottom,  on  the  16th  of 
ugust  following,  he  was  wounded  in  the  leg,  necessitating  amputa- 
m.  He  was  sent  to  Philadelphia  for  hospital  treatment,  where  he 
od  on  the  10th  of  September, — from  which  date  his  brevet  of 
igadier  general  of  volunteers  was  conferred. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Charles  L.  Pelrspn 

Salem  entered  the  service  as  first  lieutenant  and  adjutant  of  the 
ventieth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  served  in  that  capacity  till 
e  battle  of  Ball's  Bluff,  October  21, 1861,  when  he  was  made  prisoner 
(1  he  was  held  as  such  at  Richmond  for  some  months.  After  being 
changed  he  rejoined  his  regiment  in  the  field,  and  served  with  it 

the  staffs  of  Brigadier  General  X.  J.  T.  Dana  and  Major  Gen- 
ii John  Sedgwick,  through  all  McClellan's  battles  before  Rich- 
>nd,  until  the  retirement  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  Harrison's 
nding.  He  was  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Thirty- 
ith  Massachusetts  Regiment  August  30,  1862.  Accompanying 
it  organization  to  the  front,  he  was  once  more  returned  to  the 
Tie  of  his  former  experiences  on  the  upper  Potomac,  and  remained 
that  vicinity  till  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  the  following 
inner,  having  during  a  portion  of  the  time  been  in  command  of 
■  Thirty-ninth.  The  regiment  then  joined  the  First  Corps  and 
ved  with  it  till  the  spring  of  1864,  when  it  was  made  part  of  the 
tli  Corps  and  entered  upon  the  campaign  of  that  year.  Lieutcn- 
:  Colonel  Peirson  was  wounded  by  a  shell  at  Spottsylvania  on  the 
h  of  Mav,  but  after  an  absence  of  a  month  returned  to  dutv. 
ionel  Davis  being  killed  before  Petersburg  on  the  11th  of  July, 
*»4,  the  command  of  the  regiment  devolved  upon  Lieutenant 
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Colonel  Peirson  and  his  commission  as  colonel  was  issued,  but  owing 
to  the  absence  of  the  mustering  officer  he  had  not  been  mustered 
to  that  rank  when,  at  the  battle  of  the  Weldon  Railroad,  August 
18  following,  he  was  very  severely  wounded,  and  not  being  able  to 
return  to  duty  within  six  months  was  by  the  operation  of  a  General 
Order  of  the  War  Department  declared  mustered  out  from  the  4th 
of  January,  1865.  He  was  deservedly  brevetted  brigadier  general 
of  volunteers  from  March  13,  1865. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Josi.  lt  Pickett 

Of  Worcester  gave  his  first  service  to  his  country  as  first  lietn «  nant 
of  Company  A  of  Major  Devens's  battalion  of  riflemen,  with  which 
he  went  to  Fort  McHenry  in  May,  1861,  and  returned  in  August 


following.  He  then  interested  himself  in  the  enlistment  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Regiment,  in  which  he  was  commissioned  captain  of 
Company  A,  October  1-,  1861.  On  the  resignation  of  Major  Me- 
CafTerty  he  was  promoted  to  the  vacancy,  dating  from  Marcli  20. 
1862,  being  from  that  time  frequently  in  command  of  the  regiment. 
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s  commission  as  colonel  bore  date  of  October  29, 1862,  and  most 
the  subsequent  notable  service  of  the  Twenty-fifth  was  under  his 
ection.  At  the  disastrous  battle  of  Drewry's  Bluff,  May  16, 1804, 
<  was  the  only  regiment  of  Heckman's  Brigade  not  practically 
st roved,  and  gathering  the  remains  of  the  other  regiments  with 
t  own,  Colonel  Pickett  bravely  beat  back  the  exultant  foe  and 
.  ed  the  right  of  the  Union  line  from  further  disaster.  He  re- 
lied the  colonelcy  till  the  10th  of  January,  1865,  when  he  was 
istered  out,  and  from  the  13th  of  March  following  received  the 
net  of  brigadier  general  of  volunteers  "for  gallant  and  meritori- 
s  services  during  the  war,  especially  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor 
ere  severely  wounded.,, 


\   Brigadier  General  Joseph  B.  Plummer 

is  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  from  which  he  was  appointed  to  the 
litary  Academy  at  West  Point,  entering  in  1837  and  graduating 
\y  1,  1841,  when  he  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  the 
•st  Regiment,  United  States  Infantry.  During  the  Mexican  war  he 
.s  in  garrison  at  Vera  Cruz  and  the  city  of  Mexico.  He  attained 
•  rank  .of  captain  in  the  First  Regiment  May  1, 1852,  and  most 
Ills  service  was  at  the  various  stations  in  Texas,  though  the  open- 
■  of  the  rebellion  found  him  at  Leavenworth,  Kan.  He  was 
uninently  engaged  in  the  early  operations  in  Missouri,  command- 
;  a  battalion  of  three  companies  of  regulars  and  one  company  of 
c  recruits  in  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek,  August  10, 18(51,  where 
was  wounded.  After  the  retreat  of  the  Union  forces  to  Rolla 
was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Eleventh  Missouri  volunteers 
1  placed  in  command  of  the  station  at  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo., 
ugh  his  commission  was  not  for  some  time  confirmed.  On  the 
li  of  October  he  led  an  expedition  against  a  body  of  Confederates 
Prederickstown  under  General  Jell'  Thompson,  whom  he  defeated 
I  pursued  for  22  miles.  For  his  part  in  this  action  he  was  highly 
iplitnented  by  General  Grant,  then  in  command  of  the  District 
Southeastern  Missouri,  as  he  had  been  by  General  Fremont  for 
services  in  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek.  He  also  received  the 
imission  of  brigadier  general  of  volunteers  dating  from  October 
1.S61.  He  remained  with  his  Fifth  Brigade  in  command  of  the 
t  at  Cape  Girardeau  till  about  the  1st  of  March,  1862,  when  he 
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joined  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi,  General  Pope  commanding,  and 
in  command  of  the  Fifth  Division  shared  in  the  operations  against 
New  Madrid,  being  located  at  Point  Pleasant,  Mo.,  where  he  suc- 
cessfully opposed  the  efforts  of  the  Confederates  to  land  and  gain 
possession  of  that  point,  thus  rendering  important  assistance  to  the 
operations  of  General  Pope  against  Island  No.  10.  After  the  evacu- 
ation of  the  latter  place,  General  Plummer  took  part  in  the  expedi- 
tion against  Fort  Pillow  in  April,  and  the  campaign  against  Corinth 
and  the  operations  and  engagements  connected  therewith  occupying 
the  two  months  following.  During  this  time  he  was  generally  in 
command  of  a  division  of  the  left  wing  of  the  army,  displaying  his 
excellent  military  judgment  and  skill.  While  yet  engaged  in  these 
operations  he  sickened  and  died  near  Corinth  on  the  9th  of  August, 
1802,  at  the  age  of  43.   


A  native  of  Rhode  Island,  was  appointed  to  the  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point  from  Massachusetts  July  1, 1855,  but  remained  there 
only  till  the  15th  of  January,  1857.  He  was  commissioned  captain 
and  assistant  adjutant  general  of  volunteers  on  the  21st  of  October. 
1801,  and  saw  his  first  active  duty  in  the  field  in  the  Peninsular 
campaign  of  the  following  spring,  when  he  served  on  the  staff  of 
General  Jameson,  winning  high  commendation  for  gallantry  in 
several  battles.  He  was  subsequently  chief  of  staff  to  Generals 
Robinson,  Stoneman,  Heintzelman  and  others,  being  promoted  to 
major  on  the  25th  of  February,  1805,  and  his  brevet  of  brigadier 
general  of  volunteers,  "  for  meritorious  services  during  the  war,'' 
dated  from  the  13th  of  March  following.  On  the  27th  of  the  same 
month  he  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Sixth  United  States  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  serving  as  such  till  the  10th  of  October,  186f>,  when 
he  was  honorably  mustered  out.  He  had  meantime  been  commis- 
sioned first  lieutenant  in  the  Eighteenth  Regular  Infantry  from  th- 
28th  of  July,  and  was  promoted  to  captain  March  20,  1870,  which 
rank  he  still  holds. 

Brevet  Brigadier  General  George  L.  Prescott 

Of  Concord  responded  to  the  first  call  of  his  country  as  captain  *>! 
Company  G,  Fifth  Regiment,  with  which  he  served  from  the  VMh 
of  April,  1801,  when  the  regiment  was  called  into  the  field,  till  the 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Carroll  H.  Potter 


I 
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1st  of  July.  At  the  organization  of  the  First  Battalion  of  Massa- 
msetts  Infantry  for  the  garrisoning  of  Fort  Warren,  Captain  Pres- 
et recruited  a  company  at  Concord  which  was  mustered  into  scr- 
ee November  1  ">,  18U1,  as  Company  B.  When  this  battalion  after 
kin*  the  field  the  following  summer  became  fully  organized  as  the 
birty-second  Regiment,  Captain  Prescott  was  made  its  lieutenant 
>lonel,  dating  from  August  13,  18(32,  and  on  the  resignation  of 
olonel  Parker  at  the  close  of  the  vear,  Prescott  succeeded  to  the 


Brbvbt  Brio  Obn.  Orok<.b  L  HkR-iuui. 

onelcy.  He  was  not  present  at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville.  but 
timing  to  duty  soon  after  was  assigned  with  his  regiment  t<>  guard 
3  railroad  from  Acquia  Creek,  commanded  the  Thirty-second  at 
■  battle  of  Gettysburg  and  at  the  opening  of  the  18b"4  campaign, 
the  attack  on  the  Confederate  position  at  Laurel  Hill,  in  front 
Spottsylvania,  May  he  commanded  the  Second  Brigade,  First 
vision,  Fifth  Corps,  and  in  the  same  capacity,  on  the  lSth  of  June 
lowing,  in  the  attack  upon  the  Petersburg  defenses,  he  received  a 
und  from  which  he  died  the  following  day.  <  >n  the  ground  which 
S  gained  by  the  charge  a  fort  was  built  bearing  his  name,  and  his 
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heroism  was  indorsed  by  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of  volun- 
teers dating  from  the  day  when  his  death-wound  was  received. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Samuel  M.  Quincy 

Of  Boston  entered  the  service  as  captain  of  Company  E,  Second 
Massachusetts  Regiment,  and  as  such  was  severely  wounded  at 
Cedar  Mountain,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  and  was  taken  to 
Libby  Prison,  from  which  he  was  paroled  in  October  following  but 


Brevhi  Rrig  r.BN  Samubl  M  Quincy. 


was  unable  to  rejoin  his  regiment  till  March  6, 1863,  when  he  became 
its  colonel,  his  commission  dating  from  the  9th  of  November  pre- 
vious. He  commanded  the  regiment  in  the  Chancellorsville  cam- 
paign, but  being  unable  to  endure  active  service  in  the  field  resigned 
and  on  the  20th  of  October  was  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel  of 
the  Seventy-third  United  States  Colored  Troops  and  detailed  as  in- 
spector on  the  staff  of  General  Andrews  at  Port  Hudson.  In  the 
following  May  he  was  transferred  to  the  Ninety-sixth  Colored  Regi- 
ment, from  which  on  the  13th  of  March,  18G5,  he  received  the  brevet 
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'  brigadier  general.  He  became  colonel  of  the  Eighty-first  Colored 
egiment  January  5, 1866,  but  was  soon  afterward  mustered  out  of 
ic  service,  having  been  for  a  time  military  mayor  of  the  city  of 
ew  Orleans.  General  Quincy  died  March  24, 1887,  at  Keene,  N.  H., 
hither  he  had  gone  from  his  Boston  home  for  medical  treatment. 


>^  Brevet  Brigadier  General  S.  Tjler  Read 

f  Boston  organized  the  First  Unattached  Company  of  Massachu- 
tts  Cavalry,  or  Mounted  Rifle  Rangers,  in  the  autumn  of  1861,  of 
Inch  he  was  commissioned  captain  on  the  20th  of  February  fol- 
wing,  the  company  forming  a  portion  of  General  Butler's  expedi- 
>n  against  New  Orleans.  Captain  Read  remained  in  command  of 
s  company,  doing  valuable  service  in  different  portions  of  the  De- 
•rtmcnt  of  the  Gulf,  till  the  13th  of  August,  1863.  Some  two 
onths  previous  to  that  time  his  company,  with  the  two  other  in- 
pendent  cavalry  companies  from  Massachusetts,  was  attached  to 
e  Forty-first  Massachusetts  Regiment,  which  was  then  transformed 
to  the  Third  Cavalry  Regiment,  and  Captain  Read  received  a 
?ll-earned  promotion  to  the  rank  of  major.  This  position  he  held 
1  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  November  1, 1864, 
icn  he  was  mustered  out,  having  taken  part  in  nearly  all  the  opera- 
>ns  of  his  company  and  regiment  during  the  three  years  of  con- 
mt  and  arduous  duty.  In  recognition  of  his  services  he  received 
e  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of  volunteers,  dating  from  the  13th 

March,  1865.   

—   , 

Brevet  Brigadier  Geueral  Paul  J.  Revere 

Boston,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  University,  entered  the  service 
major  of  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  his  commis- 
>n  being  dated  July  1.  1861.  As  such  he  accompanied  his  regi- 
;nt  to  Washington  and  thence  to  the  upper  Potomac.  In  the  bat- 
:  of  Ball's  Bluff,  October  21, 1861,  he  was  wounded  in  the  leg  and 
ide  prisoner,  being  confined  at  first  in  Libby  Prison  and  afterward 
ing  one  of  seven  Federal  officers  made  hostages  for  the  lives  of 
tnfederate  privateersmen  held  by  the  United  States  government 
the  charge  of  piracy.  For  three  months  he  was  with  his  fellow- 
stages  confined  in  a  wretched  cell  of  Henrico  county  jail.  He 
is  paroled  on  the  22d  of  February,  1862,  and  being  exchanged 
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May  2  rejoined  his  regiment  before  Yorktown.  He  was  detached 
from  the  Twentieth  shortly  before  the  battle  of  Antietani,  and  being 
commissioned  lieutenant  colonel  took  the  position  of  assistant  in- 
spector general  on  the  staff  of  General  Sumner,  commanding  the 
Second  Army  Corps.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Antietam 
and  was  at  home  on  leave  till  the  following  spring,  when  he  was 
commissioned  colonel  of  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts  Regiment 
•  and  joined  it  some  time  before  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  In  that 
engagement  he  was  mortally  wounded  at  evening  of  the  2d  of  July, 
dying  from  his  injuries  on  the  5th,  his  brevet  of  brigadier  general 
of  volunteers  dating  from  the  day  of  receiving  his  fatal  wound. 
Among  her  fallen  sons,  Massachusetts  had  to  mourn  none  truer  or 
braver  than  Colonel  Revere. 


Of  Salem,  N.  Y.,  though  not  a  resident  of  Massachusetts,  is  entitled 
to  record  among  the  heroic  sons  of  the  Old  Bay  State  from  his  able 
services  in  command  of  her  Seventh  Regiment,  At  the  opening  of 
the  war  he  was  a  captain  in  the  Eighth  United  States  Infantry,  hav- 
ing been  appointed  to  West  Point  from  New  York — his  native  state — 
in  1841  and  graduating  in  1845.  He  was  commissioned  colunol  of 
the  Seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment  January  81, 1862,  and  in  (Jen- 
cral  McClellan's  advance  up  the  Peninsula  from  Williamsburg  to 
Fair  Oaks,  Colonel  Russell  was  in  command  of  the  skirmish  line, 
handling  it  with  eminent  ability;  being  fitted  for  the  service  by  his 
previous  training  in  Indian  warfare.  When  the  change  of  base  to 
the  James  river  was  decided  on,  it  was  Colonel  Russell  with  his 
Seventh  Regiment  that  preceded  the  advance  guard,  feeling  the  way 
carefully  through  a  strange  region.  Following  the  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  Third  Brigade,  First 
Division,  Sixth  Corps,  receiving  the  commission  of  brigadier  gen- 
eral of  volunteers  to  date  from  November  29,  1862.  In  the  severe 
fight  of  the  Sixth  Corps  at  Salem  Church  on  the  3d  of  May,  1863. 
Russell's  Brigade  was  among  the  first  troops  engaged,  and  fought 
heroically  during  the  entire  action.  In  the  skirmishing  and  maneu- 
vering preliminary  to  the  Gettysburg  campaign  his  brigade  had 
its  full  share,  as  it  had  in  all  the  movements  that  followed  during  that 
important  summer.    One  of  the  most  brilliant  of  the  able  general's 
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ilitary  acts  was  the  assault  and  capture  of  the  Confederate  works 
Rappahannock  Station,  November  7,  I860.  General  Russell  was 
en  in  temporary  command  of  the  division,  but  when  the  assault 
is  ordered  he  charged  at  the  head  of  his  own  brigade  and  was  one 
the  first  over  the  parapet.  In  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  Rus- 
lPs  Brigade  received  and  repulsed  a  strong  attack  soon  after  going 
to  position.  At  Spottsylvania,  when  General  Wright  succeeded 
e  fallen  Sedgwick  in  the  command  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  General 
issell  took  Wright's  former  place  in  command  of  the  First  Divis- 
n,  holding  it  till  his  death.  As  a  division  commander  Russell  did 
'table  work  during  the  remainder  of  the  engagement  at  Spottsyl- 
nia,  on  the  movement  to  and  at  Cold  Harbor,  before  Petersburg 
d  at  Washington  in  meeting  and  repelling  the  advance  of  Early's 
jops  at  Fort  Stevens.  Proceeding  thence  to  the  Shenandoah  Val- 
General  Russell  had  his  full  share  of  the  arduous  duties  which 
lowed  till  the  battle  of  the  Opequan,  September  19.  In  the  early 
rt  of  that  engagement  his  division  was  in  reserve;  but  it  was 
tied  into  action  by  the  peril  to  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps 
m  after.  Throwing  his  command  into  position  and  leading  them 
ward  with  great  bravery,  General  Russell  turned  the  tide  of  bat- 
and  began  to  drive  back  the  lately  triumphant  foe.  In  this 
>vement  he  received  a  severe  bullet  wound  in  the  left  breast,  but 
ve  no  heed  to  it,  not  even  mentioning  the  fact  to  a  member  of  his 
fT.  A  few  minutes  later,  while  directing  the  forward  sweep  of 
.  battalions,  he  was  struck  by  a  fragment  of  shell  which  passed 
ough  his  body,  inflicting  a  wound  from  which  lie  died  after  a  few 
nutes  of  great  suffering.  In  recognition  of  his  ability  he  received 
;  brevets  of  major  general,  both  of  volunteers  and  in  the  regular 
ny,  dating  from  the  day  of  his  death. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Henry  S.  Russell 

Boston  had  just  graduated  from  Harvard  College  and  entered 
>n  mercantile  pursuits  at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  Having  had 
ue  experience  in  the  Fourth  Battalion,  "New  England  Guards/' 
was  on  the  organization  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Volunteers 
nmissioned  first  lieutenant  of  Company  G,  May  28, 18G1,  and  on 

13th  of  December  of  the  same  year  was  promoted  to  captain. 

the  battle  of  Cedar  Mountain,  August  9,  1862,  he  was  taken 
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prisoner,  and  after  being  exchanged  was  commissioned  lieutenant 
colonel  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry  from  Januarv  22, 1803. 
This  commission  he  held  till  the  5th  of  April,  1864,  when  he  was 
made  colonel  of  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  and  after  reaching 
Washington  with  that  regiment  he  was  for  a  time  assigned  to  the 
command  of  a  provisional  brigade  of  colored  troops  at  Camp  Casey: 
but  on  the  13th  of  Mav  was  ordered  with  his  regiment  to  Citv  Point 
and  joined  General  Hincks's  Division  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  the 
regiment  serving  as  infantry.  In  the  advance  against  Petersburg 
June  15,  Colonel  Russell  was  wounded,  rejoining  the  regiment  Sep- 
tember 30  at  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  where  it  was  engaged  in  guarding 
Confederate  prisoners  of  war.  Colonel  Russell  retained  the  com- 
mand till  February  14,  1865,  when  he  resigned.  His  brevet  of 
brigadier  general  dated  from  March  13,  1865. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Horace  Binney  Sargent 

Of  West  Roxbury  was  senior  aide  on  the  staff  of  Governor  An- 
drew at  the  opening  of  the  war,  having  previously  served  for  two 
years  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Banks,  and  having  had  military  ex- 
perience with  the  Boston  Cadets  running  back  to  1843,  the  year  of 
his  graduation  at  Harvard  College.  He  retained  his  staff  position 
till  the  following  autumn  when  the  voice  of  duty  called  him  to  the 
field  and  he  was  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  First  Mas- 
sachusetts Cavalry  from  October  12, 1861.  Accompanying  the  regi- 
ment to  the  South  Carolina  coast  the  ensuing  winter,  he  served  there 
till  the  larger  part  of  the  command  was  ordered  to  Virginia  in 
August,  1862,  his  health  being  seriously  affected  by  fever  during 
the  time.  The  return  of  Colonel  Williams  to  the  regular  army  ad- 
vanced Lieutenant  Colonel  Sargent  to  the  full  colonelcy  of  the  regi- 
ment dating  from  the  30th  of  October,  1862,  and  he  retained  that 
rank  till  the  close  of  his  service.  He  was  much  of  the  time  in 
command  of  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  of  the  cavalrv 
corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  having  a  full  share  of  the  ad- 
venturous duties  devolving  upon  a  capable  cavalry  commander.  On 
the  12th  of  October,  1863,  he  was  ordered  to  report  to  General 
Banks,  commanding  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  who  had  offered 
him  the  position  of  u  chief  of  cavalry."  During  the  delay  of  Colonel 
Sargent's  transfer,  however,  the  position  was  filled,  and  declining 
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her  positions  which  wore  proffered  lie  accompanied  General  Banks 
i  his  Rio  Grande  expedition,  but  before  it  was  over  an  attack  of 
vcr  compelled  his  return  to  New  Orleans.  From  that  time  he 
rved  as  assistant  to  General  Charles  I*.  Stone,  Banks's  chief  of 
iff,  till  the  open  in g  of  the  spring  campaign  of  18*54.  The  chief 
cavalry  being  ill,  he  volunteered  at  the  request  of  officers  of  high 


Brbvkt  Brig.  Gbn.  Horace  B.  Sar<;bnt. 

ling  in  the  department  to  act  as  aide  on  the  staff  of  General 
er  at  the  action  of  Henderson  Hills  or  Bayou  Rapides,  March 
So'4.  In  that  engagement  he  was  severely  wounded,  and  re- 
el for  his  distinguished  services  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general 
dunteers.  While  helpless  in  hospital  he  was  again  offered  the 
ion  of  chief  of  cavalry,  but  being  wholly  disabled  he  was  dis- 
ced September  20,  1864. 


3^Hrevet  Major  General  Unfits  Stxton 

one  of  the  sons  of  Massachusetts  whom  the  opening  of  the  war 
in  active  service  in  the  United  States  Army.    A  native  of 
i field,  graduating  from  the  Military  Academy  in  1849  and 
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entering  the  Third  Artillery  as  brevet  second  lieutenant,  he  served 
during  that  and  the  following  year  in  the  Florida  war,  after  which 
he  was  for  two  years  in  Texas  as  acting  assistant  quartermaster. 
In  1853-4  he  was  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Northern  Pacific  ex- 
ploration and  survey  and  commanded  an  expedition  which  starting 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river  crossed  the  continent  by  a 
route  never  before  traversed  by  white  men,  and  almost  on  the  pres- 
ent line  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad.  Tn  1859  he  was  assigned 
to  West  Point  as  assistant  instructor  in  military  tactics,  and  the 


Brevet  Maj.  Gem.  Rukls  Saxton. 


spring  of  1861  found  him  advanced  to  the  regular  rank  of  captain. 
At  the  first  call  for  volunteers  he  served  as  major  of  a  Missouri 
regiment  and  was  appointed  colonel,  but  was  not  allowed  by  th>. 
War  Department  to  accept.  He  was  quartermaster  on  the  staff  v>i 
General  Lyon  during  the  latter's  Missouri  campaign,  and  filled  a  like 
place  on  the  staff  of  General  McClellan  during  his  West  Yirgiiri 
campaign.  When  in  the  fall  of  that  year  Senator  Wilson  or^rani/x  i 
the  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  Regiment,  Captain  Saxton  vi- 
offered  the  colonelcy,  but  the  War  Department  again  declined  to 
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illow  of  his  acceptance  He  was  chief  quartermaster  of  General 
Sherman's  expedition  to  Port  Royal  in  the  autumn  of  1861,  his  ves- 
sels with  supplies  for  a  six-months'  siege  passing  safely  through  a 
cry  severe  storm  off  the  North  Carolina  coast,  and  Captain  Saxton 
eceiving  high  praise  from  his  superior  officers  for  his  efficient  ser- 
ice.  lie  was  commissioned  brigadier  general  of  volunteers  April 
o,  1802,  and  for  a  time  held  command  at  Harper's  Ferry,  receiving 
une  17  the  thanks  of  the  War  Department  for  his  defense  of  that 
lace  against  General  Jackson.  He  had  already  been  assigned  to 
nty  in  the  Department  of  the  South,  where  in  July  following  he 
L'came  Military  Governor  of  the  department,  in  which  position  he 
srved  with  eminent  ability  till  January ,  1866.  His  duties  were  multi- 
idinous  and  important.  In  addition  to  organizing  the  late  slaves 
to  military  commands,  both  for  labor  and  for  active  service  as  vol- 
lteer  soldiers,  schools  for  the  freedmen  were  established,  superin- 
ndents  of  plantations  appointed,  the  ripe  cotton  was  gathered  from 
e  abandoned  estates  and  in  succeeding  seasons  millions  of  dollars 
jrth  of  crops  were  raised  by  the  freedmen  under  his  direction, 
lile  thousands  of  the  blacks  were  employed  in  the  army  and  navy 

the  United  States.  Of  these  the  First  South  Carolina,  com- 
mded  by  Colonel  T.  W.  Higginson,  was  the  first  ex-slave  regiment 
istered  into  service.  General  Saxton 's  jurisdiction  extended  over 
nth  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Florida.  Under  an  order  issued  by 
neral  W.  T.  Sherman  January  16,  1865,  General  Saxton  settled 
,000  freedmen  on  the  islands  south  of  Charleston,  the  abandoned 
e  fields  along  the  rivers  and  in  the  country  bordering  St.  Johns 
er  in  Florida.  Under  President  Johnson,  General  Saxton  was 
ified  that  it  would  relieve  the  government  from  an  embarrassing 
ition  if  he  would  quietly  dispossess  these  colored  people  of  the 
ds  which  had  been  bestowed  upon  them,  that  the  former  owners 
rht  again  be  put  in  possession.  His  high  sense  of  honor  revolted 
he  idea  of  thus  breaking  faith  with  the  confiding  and  helpless 
_*ks,  and  he  declined  without  positive  orders  to  do  so.  He  was 
reupon  relieved  of  his  command  and  on  the  loth  of  January, 
<>,  was  honorably  mustered  out  of  the  volunteer  service,  resum- 

his  duties  in  the  quartermaster's  department  of  the  regular 
,  where  he  has  since  remained.  He  received  the  brevet  of  major 
:?ral  of  volunteers  January  12,  I860,  and  of  brigadier  general 
lie  regular  army  the  !Hh  of  April  following. 
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Brigadier  General  Isaac  F.  Shepard, 

A  native  of  South  Natick  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  was 
for  some  years  identified  with  the  militia  organizations  in  the  citv 
of  Boston.  He  served  in  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  in  1869, 
but  the  opening  of  the  war  found  him  in  Missouri,  where  he  be- 
came senior  aide  on  the  staff  of  General  Nathaniel  Lvon,  whom  he 
served  faithfully  and  very  acceptably  till  the  latter  fell  in  battle  in 
August,  1861.  Captain  Shepard  was  then  commissioned  colonel  of 
the  Third  Missouri  Regiment,  succeeding  Colonel  Franz  Sigel  pro- 
moted, and  led  the  organization  in  various  military  movements  in 
that  part  of  the  country  with  marked  ability.  He  was  commissioned 
brigadier  general  of  volunteers  dating  from  the  27th  of  October, 
1803,  but  the  commission  expired  on  the  4th  of  July,  1864.  He 
remained  in  Missouri,  devoting  himself  to  journalism  and  filling 
various  public  offices,  being  consul  to  China  under  four  presidents. 
He  then  returned  to  Bellingham  in  his  native  state,  where  he  died 
August  25,  1889.   

Brevet  Brigadier  General  Thomas  Sherwin,  Jr., 

Of  Dedham,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  Cojjege  in  1860,  was  com- 
missioned first  lieutenant  in  the  Twenty -second  Massachusetts 
Regiment  on  the  1st  of  October,  1861,  and  was  made  adjutant 
before  the  regiment  left  for  the  field.  On  the  death  of  Colonel 
Gove  and  the  consequent  promotions  he  was  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  major  dating  from  the  24th  of  June,  1862,  and  the 
resignation  of  Colonel  Griswold  the  following  autumn  brought 
him  the  lieutenant  colonelcy  from  the  27th  of  October.  With 
the  latter  rank  he  rejoined  the  regiment  soon  after  the  battle 
of  Antietam,  having  been  wounded  and  captured  at  the  battle 
of  Gaines  Mills  and  subsequently  in  Confederate  prisons.  He 
retained  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  till  mustered  out  with  the 
regiment  at  the  expiration  of  its  term  of  service,  October  16. 
1864;  but  during  much  of  that  time  he  was  in  command  of  the 
regiment  and  sometimes  of  the  brigade,  the  last  three  months 
of  his  service  being  as  inspector  general  on  the  staff  of  General 
Grillin,  commanding  the  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps.  His  b  rev  ft 
of  brigadier  general  of  volunteers  dated  from  March  13,  l«t>.">.  and 
he  also  received  the  brevet  ot  colonel  for  gallantry  at  the  battle 
of  Peebles  Farm. 
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Brevet  Brigadier  General  Augustus  B.  R.  Sprague 

3f  Worcester  was  commissioned  captain  of  the  Worcester  City 
Juards,  Company  A,  Third  Battalion  of  Rifles,  April  17, 1861,  and 
n  response  to  the  President's  first  call  for  troops  entered  the  mili- 
ary service  of  the  United  States  on  the  20th  of  April.  Early  in 
luly  the  commander  of  the  battalion,  Major  Charles  Devens,  Jr., 
laving  been  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts 
tcgiment,  Captain  Sprague  as  senior  officer  commanded  the  bat- 
alion  till  its  muster  out  on  the  3d  of  August.    Identifying  himself 


Bbbvbt  Brig.  Gbn.  A.  B.  R  Spragob. 

once  with  the  organization  of  the  Twenty -fifth  Regiment,  he 
ts  commissioned  its  lieutenant  colonel  on  the  9th  of  September, 
d  at  his  request  a  dozen  of  those  who  had  served  with  him  in  the 
ttalion  were  given  commissions  in  the  Twenty-fifth.  With  this 
rimcnt  he  served  till  November  11,  1862,  participating  in  its  bat- 
8  and  skirmishes  and  was  officially  reported  for  "bravery  and 
ciencv"  in  the  engagements  at  Roanoke  Island  and  Newbern. 
i  was  then  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Fifty-first  Massachusetts, 
1  by  special  request  of  General  Foster,  commanding  the  depart- 
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ment,  Colonel  Sprague  with  his  new  command  returned  to  the  North 
Carolina  field.    General  Lee  having  moved  north  from  Richmond, 
Colonel  Sprague's  regiment,  with  others,  left  Newborn  June  24. 
1863,  for  Fortress  Monroe,  went  to  White  House  on  the  Pamunkev 
and  thence  back  to  Fortress  Monroe  for  transportation  to  Massachu- 
setts, its  term  of  service  having  expired.    But  on  learning  that 
General  Lee's  army  was  north  of  the  Potomac,  Colonel  Sprague  at 
once  offered  his  regiment  for  further  duty,  serving  from  the  1st  to 
the  17th  of  July  at  Baltimore,  Maryland  Eights,  and  with  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.    Within  a  month  of  the  muster  out  of  the  Fifty- 
first  Regiment,  Colonel  Sprague  was  requested  by  Governor  Andrew 
to  raise  and  command  the  Fifty-seventh  Regiment,  but  family  sick- 
ness prevented  his  acceptance  of  the  offer.    On  the  1st  of  February, 
1804,  he  was  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Second  Massa- 
chusetts Heavy  Artillery  Regiment,  serving  in  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  commanding  the  regiment  in  its  field  service  in  the  spring 
of  1865,  and  was  discharged  with  it  at  Gallop's  Island  September 
20, 1865,  previous  to  which  he  was  commissioned  by  Governor  An- 
drew colonel  of  the  regiment.    He  served  three  years  and  nine 
months,  and  Congress  gave  him  the  brevet  rank  of  brigadier  general 
of  volunteers,  dating  from  March  13,  1865,  "for  gallant  and  meri- 
torious service  during  the  war." 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Lather  Stephenson,  Jr., 

Of  Hingham  was  identified  with  the  state  militia  previous  to  the  war 
and  accompanied  the  Fourth  Regiment  during  its  three-months"  ser- 
vice as  captain  of  Company  I.  While  on  this  service  he  made  the 
first  reconnaissance  of  the  war  in  command  of  two  companies,  pre- 
vious to  the  battle  of  Big  Bethel.  He  also  served  on  the  first  court- 
martial  convened  in  the  volunteer  service.  Being  mustered  out  July 
22, 1861,  he  soon  set  about  the  organization  of  a  company  for  a 
longer  term  of  service,  and  on  the  14th  of  November  was  mustered 
as  captain  of  Company  A,  First  Battalion  of  Massachusetts  Infantry, 
his  command  becoming  part  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Warren.  When 
the  battalion  was  developed  into  the  Thirty-second  Regiment,  Cap- 
tain Stephenson  became  major,  dating  from  August  13,  1862,  and 
on  the  29th  of  December  he  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel. 
During  the  early  history  of  his  regiment  he  often  commanded  it,a> 


Digitized  by  Google 


GENERAL  OFFICERS. 


063 


,e  did  through  the  campaign  under  (ieneral  Pope  and  the  Chancel- 
jrsville  campaign;  after  which,  with  the  left  wing  of  the  regiment 
e  for  some  time  guarded  the  bridge  at  Potomac  Creek.  At  Getty s- 
urg,  while  in  temporary  command  of  the  regiment,  he  was  badly 
rounded  by  being  shot  through  the  face.    He  was  on  duty  again  in 


me  for  thclK<>4  campaign,  and  commanded  the  regiment  from  the 
:>ening  of  the  battles  before  Spottsylvania  to  Petersburg,  when 
living  been  twice  slightly  wounded  and  being  troubled  by  his  former 
ounds,  he  resigned  on  the  28th  of  June,  1864.  He  received  the 
revet  of  brigadier  general  of  volunteers  "for  bravery  and  ineri- 
>riou8  conduct  in  the  campaign  against  Richmond,  Ya.,"  dating 
oni  March  V\<  l8i»5. 

Brevet  Brigadier  (ieneral  Hazard  Stevens, 

lie  son  of  Major  <  ieneral  Isaac  I.  Stevens.  \v;is  born  in  Rhode  Island, 
id  at  the  age  of  12  accompanied  his  father  on  an  expedition  from 
te  Pacific  coast  to  the  Missouri  river  for  the  making  of  treaties  and 
:ploration  of  the  wilderness,  the  journey  lasting  some  nine  months 
id  covering  over  2,000  miles  of  horseback  travel.    On  one  occa- 
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sion,  sent  on  an  emergency  with  dispatches  to  the  Blackfeet  Indians, 
accompanied  only  by  an  Indian  guide,  the  youth  traveled  150  miles 
in  30i  hours  and  successfully  executed  his  mission.  After  three 
years  of  similar  exciting  experiences,  he  returned  East  and  studied 
at  Chauncy  Hall  School  in  Boston,  entering  Harvard  College  in 
1860.  Leaving  his  books,  he  enlisted  September  6,  1861,  in  the 
Sixty-ninth  New  York  Regiment,  then  serving  near  Washington,  of 
which  his  father  had  been  commissioned  colonel,  and  on  the  l'Jth 


Brevet  P.rxu.  Gin.  Hazakd  Stevens. 


was  made  adjutant.  A  month  later  lie  was  promoted  to  captain  and 
assistant  adjutant  general  of  volunteers,  participating  in  the  Hilton 
Head  expedition  and  the  subsequent  ojierations  on  the  South  Carolina 
coast.  As  assistant  adjutant  general  of  the  First  Division,  Ninth 
Corps,  lie  made  the  campaign  under  General  Pope  'he  following 
summer,  and  at  the  battle  of  Chantilly,  where  his  honored  father 
was  killed,  he  was  twice  severely  wounded.  Recovering  in  time  to 
share  in  the  Frederick  sbunr  battle  on  the  staff  of  General  Gettv,  he 
also  participated  in  the  siege  of  Suffolk,  Va,,  the  following  spring. 
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rinning  especial  commendation.  After  a  futile  attempt  to  raise  a 
egiment  of  loyal  Virginians,  he  returned  to  duty  on  the  staff  of 
Jeneral  Getty,  commanding  the  Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps,  where 
e served  through  the  Wilderness  campaign  and  till  the  close  of  the 
*ar,  participating  in  all  the  remarkable  experiences  of  that  organi- 
ition.  He  was  brevetted  lieutenant  colonel,  colonel  and  brigadier 
<  neral  of  volunteers  for  gallant  services  in  the  campaign  from  the 
Wilderness  to  Petersburg,  in  the  battles  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
nd  at  the  capture  of  Petersburg  respectively,  the  latter  dating 
•urn  April  2, 1865.  

vJ     Major  General  Isaac  Ingalls  Stevens, 

native  of  North  Andover  and  appointed  from  Massachusetts  to 
le  Military  Academy,  graduated  July  1,  1839,  at  the  head  of  his 


Maj.  Gbn.  Isaac  I.  Stbvbns. 


ss,  and  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  of  Engineers.  He 
s  engaged  in  various  engineering  duties  on  the  New  England 
ist  previous  to  the  Mexican  war,  in  which  he  took  an  honorable 
t,  being  severely  wounded  in  the  capture  of  the  city  of  Mexico 
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and  receiving  the  brevets  of  captain  and  major — his  actual  rank  at 
the  time  being  first  lieutenant.    He  was  engaged  in  various  duties 
in  New  England,  Georgia  and  at  Washington  till  March  16, 1853, 
when  he  resigned  from  the  army,  being  appointed  governor  of  Wash- 
ington Territory  and  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs,  serving  as  such 
with  much  distinction  from  1853  to  1857,  and  then  for  four  years 
was  delegate  from  that  territory  to  the  United  States  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. At  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion  he  patriotically  offered 
his  sword  in  the  cause  of  his  country,  and  on  the  10th  of  August 
assumed  command  of  the  Seventy-ninth  New  York  Regiment,  whose 
first  colonel  had  been  killed  at  Bull  Run.    On  the  28th  of  September 
he  was  commissioned  brigadier  general  of  volunteers,  and  com- 
manded a  brigade  in  the  Port  Royal  expedition  which  sailed  in  Octo. 
ber.    He  rendered  valuable  service  in  the  Department  of  the  South, 
being  in  command  of  the  Union  troops  engaged  at  Port  Royal  Ferry, 
S.  C,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1862,  and  later  of  a  division  in  the 
same  department,  taking  part  in  the  actions  of  Stono  River  and 
Secessionville,  in  June  of  the  same  year.    He  was  commissioned 
major  general  of  volunteers  July  4, 1862,  and  in  command  of  his 
division  was  transferred  to  Newport  News,  where  he  joined  the 
Ninth  Corps  under  General  Reno,  his  troops  composing  the  First 
Division.     He  shared  actively  in  the  campaign  under  General 
Pope,  fighting  gallantly  at  the  battle  of  Manassas  or  the  Second 
Bull  Run,  where  his  horse  was  killed  under  him.    He  withdrew  his 
division  from  that  disastrous  field  in  perfect  order,  though  with  a 
loss  of  nearly  half  his  command.    The  day  following  the  battle  he 
was  placed  in  command  of  the  rear  guard  of  the  army  and  took 
post  between  Bull  Run  and  Centerville.    On  the  1st  of  September, 
hearing  that  a  force  of  the  enemy  was  threatening  the  flank  of  the 
army  and  the  only  route  of  retreat,  he  marched  in  that  direction 
with  his  own  division,  closely  followed  by  Reno's  of  the  same  corps, 
when  he  suddenly  encountered  the  Confederate  skirmishers.    II is 
own  skirmish  line  was  at  once  thrown  forward, driving  back  that  or 
the  enemy  and  locating  the  position  of  their  main  force  behind  a 
rail  fence  in  the  edge  of  a  thick  wood.    General  Stevens  at  onoe 
formed  his  division  in  column  of  assault  and  moved  forward  to  tbv 
attack.    Half  the  distance  had  been  made  when  a  terrible  fire  frvni 
the  foe  staggered  the  leading  regiments.    The  general  sprautr  for- 
ward on  foot,  grasped  the  Hag  of  the  Seventy-ninth  New  York  Rvd- 
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lent,  whose  color  sergeant  was  wounded,  and  himself  led  the 
liarge.  His  lines  went  forward  bravely,  threw  down  the  obstruc- 
on  and  routed  the  foe  temporarily  at  that  point ;  but  as  the  fatal 
;nce  was  reached,  General  Stevens  was  struck  in  the  temple  by  a 
ullet  and  fell  dead,  still  grasping  the  colors  of  his  former  regiment, 
bus  nobly  died  at  the  age  of  44,  while  his  country  sadly  needed 
is  services,  one  of  her  bravest  and  ablest  soldiers. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Robert  H.  Stevenson 

f  Boston  was  the  first  major  of  the  Twenty -fourth  Massachusetts 
egiment,  being  commissioned  September  2,  1861,  and  was  pro- 
ioted  lieutenant  colonel  December  28, 1862,  having  been  wounded  at 
le  battle  of  Newborn,  N.  C,  March  14, 1862.  His  duty  was  such  as 
lturally  pertained  to  his  command  in  the  regiment  till  the  9th  of 
dy,  1863,  when  he  was  left  in  command  of  a  detachment  of  four 
mipanies  of  the  regiment  on  Seabrook  Island,  where  they  per- 
rmed  very  severe  and  exhausting  duty  till  the  21st,  when  they  re- 
ined the  regiment  on  Morris  Island.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Steven- 
m  was  then  detailed  on  duty  connected  with  the  raising  of  troops 
r  draft  and  otherwise,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  regiment 
id  served  with  it  till  the  31st  of  May,  1864,  when  he  resigned  his 
•mmission.  He  received  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of  volun- 
ers  from  March  13,  1865. 


Brigadier  General  Thomas  G.  Stevenson 

*  Boston  was  in  the  winter  of  1860-61  orderly  sergeant  of  the  New 
airland  Guards,  a  favorite  militia  company  of  Boston.  Another 
mpany  being  formed  to  constitute  a  battalion  under  that  name, 
;  was  chosen  captain  of  one  company,  and  while  the  command  was 
rving  as  garrison  for  Fort  Independence  in  Boston  Harbor  he  was 
omoted  major.  The  battalion  being  developed  into  the  Twenry- 
iirth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers  late  in  the  summer  of 
61,  he  was  commissioned  colonel  and  took  his  regiment  to  North 
irolina  as  a  portion  of  the  Burnside  expedition.  A  few  weeks  after 
e  battle  of  Newbern,  in  which  be  won  commendation  for  his 
Idierlv  qualities.  Colonel  Stevenson  was  assigned  to  the  command 
a  brigade  in  General  Fosters  division,  which  he  ably  held  during 
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the  remainder  of  the  year,  being  commissioned  brigadier  general  of 
volunteers  December  2G,  18(12.  He  accompanied  Genera]  Foster  to 
South  Carolina  in  January  following,  and  commanded  a  brigade  in 
the  operations  of  1863  against  Charleston.  He  occupied  Seabrook 
Island  from  the  28th  of  March  to  the  9th  of  July,  when  his  troops 
were  transferred  to  Morris  Island.  In  April,  1804,  he  was  relieved 
from  duty  with  the  Tenth  Corps  and  reported  to  General  Burnside 
at  Annapolis,  where  he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  First  Divis- 
ion of  the  Ninth  Corps.    lie  fought  his  division  bravely  at  the  bat- 


Brig.  Gbn.  T.  G.  Stbvbnsom. 


tie  of  the  Wilderness,  May  6,  when  it  was  under  the  direction  of 
General  Hancock,  commanding  the  Union  left,  and  moved  with  it  to 
Spottsylvania.  On  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  May  his  division  was 
directed  to  make  a  reconnaissance  from  the  Union  left  toward  the 
Court  House,  which  was  most  gallantly  done,  the  lines  of  the 
Ninth  Corps  being  established  close  to  those  of  the  Confederates 
on  the  Fredericksburg  road;  but  in  doing  so  General  Stevenson 
was  killed  by  a  musket  shot,  In  his  death  an  exceptionally  brave, 
high-minded  and  capable  officer  was  lost  to  the  service.  He  was 
buried  at  Mount  Auburn  cemetery. 
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*  Brigadier  General  Charles  P.  Stone 

*as  born  at  Greenfield  and  educated  at  the  academies  of  Western 
assachusetts,  entering  West  Point  in  1841  and  graduating  in  due 
mrse.  He  remained  there  as  acting  assistant  professor  of  ethics 
11  the  Mexican  war,  in  which  he  took  part,  receiving  the  brevets 

first  lieutenant  and  captain  for  gallant  conduct  at  Molina  del  Rev 
id  Chapultcpcc.  From  1851  to  1856  he  served  on  the  Pacific  coast 
i  chief  of  ordnance,  when  he  resigned  but  remained  on  the  Pacific 
lore  till  18G0.  He  then  came  east  and  offered  his  services  to  the 
itional  government  in  February  of  the  following  year,  apprehend- 
g  the  approaching  outbreak.  He  was  made  captain  in  the  regular 
my,  organized  and  drilled  the  District  of  Columbia  militia,  dis- 
aying  such  ability  that  he  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Four- 
enth  United  States  Infantry  dating  from  May  14,  18t»l,  and  three 
ivs  later  was  made  brigadier  general.  He  commanded  a  brigade 
ider  General  Banks  till  the  11th  of  August,  when  with  six  regi- 
ents,  a  battery  of  light  artillery  and  a  company  of  cavalry  he  was 
dered  to  watch  the  Potomac  from  Great  Falls  to  Point  of  Rocks, 
th  head  quarters  at  Poolesville.  It  was  a  part  of  this  force,  or 
Jorps  of  Observation,"  as  it  was  known,  which  fought  the  disas- 
jus  battle  of  Ball's  Bluff.  He  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  secre- 
ry  of  war  on  the  9th  of  February,  1802,  and  confined  at  Fort 
ifayette,  New  York,  till  the  following  August,  when  without  any 
planation  being  given  for  his  long  and  unjust  confinement  he 
is  released.  This  great  wrong  to  a  brave  and  patriotic  oiliecr  was 
ver  explained  to  him  or  the  public.  No  charges  were  ever  p re- 
Ted  against  General  Stone,  nor  was  anv  attention  given  to  his 

>catcd  demands  for  explanation  and  trial.    He  was  not  assigned 

duty  till  the  0th  of  M:;\\  18(13,  when  he  was  ordered  to  report  to 
•neral  Banks,  commanding  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  where 

served  through  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  being  later  made  chief 

staff  to  General  Banks  and  acting  in  that  capacity  till  his  com- 
tnder  was  relieved  after  the  Red  River  campaign,  when  he  resigned, 
ling  from  the  4th  of  April,  18«>4.    In  liStjO  he  became  chief  of 

tT  to  the  Khedive  of  Egypt,  and  served  brilliantly  as  such  for  13 
irs,  making  a  wonderful  metamorphosis  of  the  army  of  that coun- 

,  of  which  he  was  virtually  c  ommander.  Returning  then  to  his 
n  country  he  lived  near  or  ;  <  New  York  till  his  death  in  January, 
*<7,  at  the  age  of  64,  his  remains  being  buried  at  West  Point. 
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Major  General  George  C.  Strong 

Was  a  graduate  of  West  Point  Military  Academy  in  the  class  of 
1857,  having  been  appointed  from  Western  Massachusetts,  and  was 
the  author  of  "  Cadet  Life  at  West  Point."  At  the  opening  of  the 
war  he  was  first  lieutenant  in  the  Ordnance  Department  of  the 
United  States  Armv.  He  served  on  the  staff  of  General  McDowell 
at  Bull  Run  and  of  General  Fremont  late  in  the  summer,  and  in 
September,  1861,  was  invited  by  General  B.  F.  Butler,  to  become 
his  chief  of  staff  and  assistant  adjutant  general,  with  the  rank  of 
major.  This  position  he  held  till  the  spring  of  1863,  accompany- 
ing General  Butler  to  New  Orleans,  and  with  him  returning  to  New 
York  after  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  was  turned  over  to  General 
Banks.  While  in  that  department  Major  Strong  commanded  two 
expeditions  into  the  interior  with  much  success;  in  one  to  Poncha- 
toula,  La~,  September  15, 1862,  he  captured  the  head-quarters  of  the 
Confederate  General  Jeff  Thompson,  including  his  sword  and  spurs, 
the  former  presented  to  him  by  friends  in  Memphis.  On  the  recom- 
mendation of  General  Butler,  Strong  was  commissioned  brigadier 
general  of  volunteers  from  November  29,  1862.  Although  broken 
in  health,  he  found  inaction  unbearable,  and  applied  for  active  duty, 
being  assigned  to  command  a  brigade  under  General  Gilmore  in  the 
operations  against  Charleston.  Lauding  with  his  brigade  on  Morris 
Island  July  10,  he  led  a  charge  against  Fort  Wagner  next  morning, 
which  was  repulsed.  In  the  desperate  attack  of  the  18th  the  post 
of  honor  was  again  given  to  his  brigade,  and  again  he  was  found 
leading  his  troops  gallantly  to  almost  certain  death.  At  the  para- 
pet of  the  hostile  works  he  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  thigh, 
was  carried  to  the  rear  and  sent  to  New  York;  but  his  enfeebled 
condition  proved  fatal  and  on  the  30th  he  died  from  lockjaw,  and 
was  buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery.  Shortly  before  his  death  he  was 
nominated  by  President  Lincoln  as  major  general  of  volunteers,  dat- 
ing from  July  18, 1863,  in  recognition  of  his  heroism  at  Wagner. 


Major  general  Edwin  Vosc  Sumner, 

Born  in  1707  at  Boston  and  educated  at  the  Milton  Academy,  entered 
the  United  States  Army  as  second  lieutenant  of  infantry  at  the  age  of 
22.  He  served  in  the  Black  Hawk  war  in  1832  and  was  commissioned 
captain  of  dragoons  the  following  year,  serving  on  the  frontier  with 
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distinction  till  1838.  lie  was  then  made  instructor  in  the  cavalry 
school  at  Carlisle,  Pa.,  but  returned  to  active  service  in  the  Mexican 
war  with  the  rank  of  major,  and  won  much  distinction  as  a  cavalry 
commander.  lie  was  governor  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  from 
1851  to  1853,  and  later  was  engaged  in  Indian  warfare,  and  was  on 
duty  in  Kansas  during  the  troubles  of  1858.  In  March,  1861,  having 
been  promoted  to  brigadier  general  in  the  regular  army,  he  was  sent 
to  relieve  General  Albert  Sydney  Johnston  in  command  of  the  De- 


Maj.  Ghm.  Edwin  V.  Scmnkr 

>artment  of  the  Pacific;  but  the  opening  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion 
;alled  for  his  return,  and  he  was  summoned  to  a  more  active  field, 
luring  the  winter  of  1801-2  he  was  placed  in  command  of  a 
li  vision  of  troops  in  the  defenses  of  Washington,  and  in  the  organi- 
sation of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  for  the  campaign  of  1862  he 
v  as  made  commander  of  the  Second  Corps  of  three  divisions.  With 
wo  of  his  divisions  he  made  a  reconnaissance  into  Virginia  in 
vlarch,  pressing  the  enemy  back  across  the  Rappahannock  river, 
hie  division  of  his  corps  accompanied  General  McClcllan  to  the 
\minsula,  and  when  early  in  April  Sumner  followed  with  the  other 
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divisions,  ho  was  given  the  command  of  the  left  wing  of  the  army 
operating  against  Yorktown,  comprising  his  own  corps  and  the 
Fourth.  When  Yorktown  was  evacuated  he  commanded  the  troops 
which  followed  the  retiring  Confederates  and  fought  the  sanguinary 
battle  of  Williamsburg.  His  opportune  arrival  at  the  head  of  two 
divisions  upon  the  battle-field  of  Fair  Oaks  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
31st  of  May  turned  the  tide  of  battle  in  favor  of  the  Union  arms: 
and  he  was  in  command  at  the  actions  at  Peach  Orchard,  Savage 
Station  and  Glendale,  and  a  portion  of  his  troops  were  engaged  at 
Malvern  Hill.  His  corps  was  moved  to  Centerville  after  the  un- 
fortunate second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  taking  position  between  that 
place  and  Chantilly,  but  was  not  in  action.  On  the  advance  of 
McClellan  into  Maryland  General  Sumner  commanded  the  center  of 
the  army,  comprising  his  own  corps  and  the  Twelfth  under  General 
Mansfield,  and  these  organizations  fought  well  and  suffered  terribly 
at  Antietam.  On  the  reorganization  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
under  General  Burnside,  Sumner  commanded  the  right  grand  divis- 
ion, composed  of  the  Second  and  Ninth  Corps.  With  this  he  reached 
the  Rappahannock  opposite  Fredericksburg  on  the  17th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1862,  but  as  the  ponton  bridges  for  crossing  the  river  had  not 
arrived,  and  he  was  not  allowed  to  ford  the  stream  with  his  com- 
mand, there  was  no  alternative  but  to  wait — which  he  did  for  nearly 
four  weeks  before  the  preparations  for  the  movement  across  the 
river  were  completed.  His  grand  division  was  the  one  which  led 
the  crossing  when  the  bridges  were  built  on  the  11th  of  December, 
and  it  bore  the  brunt  of  the  ill-starred  battle  which  ensued,  suffer- 
ing a  loss  of  5,161.  The  valor  displayed  by  officers  and  men  was 
of  the  most  heroic  sort  ;  but  the  result  of  the  battle  was  so  un- 
satisfactory and  the  feeling  among  prominent  officers  of  the  army  so 
bitter  that  General  Sumner  asked  to  be  relieved  from  his  command. 
This  was  done  by  the  President  on  the  25th  of  January,  1863,  and 
on  the  10th  of  March  following  he  was  assigned  to  command  the 
Department  of  the  Missouri.  While  on  his  way  to  his  new  post  of 
duty  he  sickened,  dying  on  the  21st  of  March,  1863,  at  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  66.  General  Sumner  received  the  rank  of 
major  general  of  volunteers  from  July  4, 1862,  and  a  brevet  rank 
of  the  same  grade  in  the  regular  army  from  May  31, 1862.  He  wa-s 
twice  wounded  during  the  Seven  Days'  battles  on  the  Peninsula, 
and  again  at  Antietam,  though  not  disabled. 
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^Brevet  Brigadier  General  Sylvanus  Thayer, 

.  native  of  Bruin  tree,  graduated  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1807, 
titered  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  the  following  year, 

ing  appointed  from  his  native  state,  and  11  months  later  graduated 
lird  in  his  class,  being  commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  the  Corps 
•  Engineers  February  23,  1808.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  was 
igaged  in  various  capacities  and  in  nearly  all  the  different  fields  of 
deration,  and  for  two  years  after  the  close  of  that  war  was  in  Europe 
udving  the  matter  of  fortifications.  From  1817  to  1833  he  was 
iperintendent  of  the  Military  Academy,  and  at  the  close  of  his 
nn  there  was  for  more  than  20  years  engaged  in  works  of  great 
terest  to  his  native  state,  being  superintending  engineer  of  the  con- 
niction  of  Forts  Warren,  Independence  and  Winthrop  in  Boston 
arbor.  This  duty  continued  till  1843,  after  which  he  was  for  nine 
ars  engaged  on  the  sea  walls  of  the  same  harbor.    At  the  close 

t his  work  he  received  leave  of  absence  on  account  of  ill  health, 
(1  did  not  again  resume  active  duty.    lie  held  the  commission 

lieutenant  colonel  of  engineers  from  July  7,  1838,  till  the  3d  of 
iv,  181)3,  when  he  was  commissioned  colonel,  was  on  the  31st 
jvetted  brigadier  general  United  States  Army  for  long  and  faith- 

service,  and  on  the  1st  of  June  was  retired  from  the  active  list, 
laving  been  borne  on  the  army  register  more  than  45  years." 
neral  Thayer  died  at  South  Braintree  September  7,  1872. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  William  S.  Tilton 

Boston  was  a  member  of  a  mercantile  firm  at  the  outbreak  of 
war,  and  at  once  relinquished  bright  business  prospects  to  serve 
country,  entering  the  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  at  its  forma- 
i  in  September,  1861,  as  first  lieutenant  and  adjutant,  for  which 
ition  he  had  been  well  qualified  by  membership  of  the  Indepen- 
it  Cadets  of  Boston  and  by  diligent  study  of  military  text-books, 
the  completion  of  the  regiment's  organization, October  4,  he  was 
i missioned  major,  and  served  with  that  rank  till  the  battle  of 
nes  Mill,  June  27,  1862,  where  he  was  wounded  and  taken 
ioner.  After  six  weeks  in  Libby  Prison  he  was  paroled  and  came 
le.  Upon  newspaper  intelligence  of  his  exchange  he  rejoined 
regiment  and  marched  in  command  of  it  to  the  battle  of  Antie- 
,  commanding  also  at  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville:  at 
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the  latter  being  the  first  on  the  field  and  the  last  to  leave,  his  regi- 
ment leading  the  advance  and  forming  the  infantry  rear  guard.  He 
had  received  the  commission  of  colonel,  dating  from  October  17, 
1802,  and  soon  after  Chancellorsville  was  put  in  command  of  the 
First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  which  he  retained  during 
the  Gettysburg  campaign  and  till  the  reorganization  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  in  the  spring  of  1864,  when  by  the  breaking  up  of 
the  brigade  he  was  temporarily  returned  to  the  command  of  the 
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Twenty-second  Regiment.  This  command  was  held  till  the  18th  of 
June,  when  in  the  movement  against  the  works  before  Petersburg 
Colonel  Tilton  was  placed  in  command  of  a  brigade  of  Griffin's 
First  Division  of  the  Fifth  Corps.  This  brigade  he  commanded 
during  the  summer,  having  the  advance  at  the  movement  of  the 
corps  against  the  Weldon  Railroad  and  its  capture,  August  19, 1864. 
Early  in  October  the  term  of  service  of  the  regiment  expired,  and 
Colonel  Tilton  returned  with  it  to  Massachusetts  and  was  mustered 
out  on  the  17th.  He  had  early  in  the  campaign  of  1864  been  recom- 
mended by  General  Grant  for  commission  as  brigadier  general,  bat 
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! he  number  of  brigadiers  allowed  by  law  being  filled  he  could  not 
3e  commissioned,  consequently  serving  daring  almost  half  of  his 
hree  years  as  a  brigade  commander  with  the  pay  and  rank  of  a 
;olonel.  His  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of  volunteers  dated  from 
he  9th  of  September,  1864,  and  was  most  honorably  earned.  In 
September,  1869,  General  Tilton  was  appointed  superintendent  of 
he  Soldiers'  Home  at  Togus,  Me.,  which  position  he  filled  with  great 
radii  till  his  resignation  in  1882.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Xewton- 
ille,  March  23, 1889.   _ 

Brevet  Major  General  Zealous  B.  Tower 

Vas  born  in  Cohasset,  Mass.,  January  12,  1819.  After  a  three- 
Lars'  course  of  studies  at  the  English  High  School  in  Boston  he 
as  appointed  to  the'Unitnl  States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point 


Brkvht  Maj.  Gen.  Z.  B.  Town. 

ls->7,  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  July  1,  1841,  and 
lmissioned  second  lieutenant,  Corps  of  Engineers.  His  first 
r's  service  was  at  Washington,  D.  C,  the  second  as  assistant 
lessor  of  engineer  in  it,  and  thence  till  the  war  with  Mexico  he 
enjrajred  in  the  construction  of  the  defenses  of  Hampton  Roads, 
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Va.    In  Mexico  lie  served  with  much  distinction,  led  General  Rilev's 
column  of  attack  at  Contreras,  was  wounded  at  the  storming:  of 
Chapultepcc,  and  with  the  commission  of  first  lieutenant  attained 
to  the  brevet  of  major  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services.  Com- 
missioned captain  July  1,  1855,  he  served  till  the  opening  of  the 
rebellion  in  the  construction  of  various  harbor  and  sea-coast  works, 
in  travel  abroad  and  on  special  duty  in  Washington.    During  the 
first  year  of  the  war,  while  stationed  at  Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  he  was 
promoted  to  major  in  the  Corps  of  Engineers  for  his  services  as 
chief  engineer  of  the  defenses,  received  the  brevet  of  lieutenant 
colonel,  and  dating  from  November  23,  1861,  was  commissioned 
brigadier  general  of  volunteers.    General  Tower  returned  to  Wash- 
ington in  June,  186*2,  and  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Third  Corps,  of  the  Army  of 
Virginia  under  General  Pope,  and  took  part  in  the  various  engage- 
ments of  the  campaign  which  ended  with  the  defeat  of  the  Union 
arms  at  Manassas,  August  30, 1862,  where  he  was  severely  wounded. 
Owing  to  his  wound  he  was  absent  on  leave  till  June,  1864.  and 
from  July  till  September  was  superintendent  of   the  Military 
Academy.    From  September  28,  1864,  to  June,  1865,  he  was  chief 
engineer  of  the  defenses  at  Nashville,  serving  on  the  staff  of  Gen- 
eral Thomas  during  the  battle  of  December  15  and  16.    At  the 
same  time  he  was  acting  as  inspector  general  of  fortifications  of 
the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  and  after  the  close  of  the 
war  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Fortifications  and 
Harbor  and  River  Improvements  from  186f  till  1880  when  he  was 
assigned  as  the  president  of  the  Board  and  served  until  January. 
1883,  the  date  of  his  retirement  from  active  service.  For  gallant  and 
meritorious  services  he  received  brevets  of  brigadier  general  and 
major  general  in  the  United  States  Army  from  March  13, 1865,  and 
of  major  general  of  volunteers  from  the  12th  of  June,  1865.  He 
was  mustered  out  of  the  volunteer  service  January  15, 1866,  and  on 
the  13th  of  January,  1874,  was  commissioned  colonel  of  engineers 
in  the  regular  line/  _  

-^X^Brevet  Major  General  Edward  D.  Townscnd,  U.  8.  A., 

Was  oWn  at  Boston,  received  his  education  at  the  Latin  School  of 
that  city  and  at  Harvard  College,  being  appointed  to  the  Militaxv 
Academy  at  West  Point  which  he  entered  July  1, 1833.  Graduat- 
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ing  four  years  later,  ho  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  of  the 
Second  United  States  Artillery;  and  was  appointed  adjutant  of  the 
regiment  in  July,  1838,  a  position  which  he  held  for  more  than 
iight  years  with  rank  of  first  lieutenant.  He  was  appointed  brevet 
captain  and  assistant  adjutant  general  in  August,  1846,  and  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  full  rank  of  captain  of  artillery  in  April,  1848.  He 
vas  promoted  brevet  major  and  assistant  adjutant  general  in  July, 
1852.  For  some  years  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war  he  was 
>n  duty  in  California  and  in  the  adjutant  general's  office  of  the  War 
department.  In  April,  1861,  the  then  adjutant  general  resigned  and 
vent  south,  which  promoted  Colonel  Lorenzo  Thomas  from  chief 
>f  staff  for  General  Scott  to  be  adjutant  general  of  the  army,  and 
.lajor  Townsend,  being  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel,  took  the 
■lace  on  General  Scott's  staff,  being  next  in  rank.  He  was  com- 
lissioned  full  colonel  in  August  of  that  year,  and  <  n  the  retirement 
f  General  Scott  in  November  reported  for  duty  to  General  Me- 
'lellan  and  was  again  ordered  to  the  adjutant  general's  office  as 
hief  assistant.  In  the  spring  of  1863  General  Thomas  was  ordered 
u  detached  duty,  placing  Colonel  Townsend  in  charge  of  the  office, 
his  extremely  responsible  position  he  held  to  the  close  of  the  war, 
:id  thereafter  till  General  Thomas  was  retired,  when  on  the  22d 
'  February,  1860,  he  was  commissioned  brigadier  general  and  form- 
ly  appointed  to  the  office  he  had  so  long  filled.  He  was  retired 
i  the  15th  of  June,  1880,  being  over  62  years  of  age  and  having 
■rved  his  country  continuously  for  almost  47  years.  He  received 
it1  brevet  of  brigadier  general  in  the  regular  army  September  24, 
W4,  "for  meritorious  and  faithful  services  during  the  war,"  and 
at  of  major  general  from  March  13,1865,  "  for  faithful,  merito- 
)iis  and  distinguished  services  in  the  adjutant  general's  departm- 
ent during  the  war."  

Brevet  Major  General  Adiu  B.  Underwood, 

graduate  of  Brown  University  and  the  Harvard  Law  School,  was 
gaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Boston  at  the  outbreak  of  the  ro- 
ll ion.  He  at  once  gave  his  energies  to  the  formation  of  the 
cond  Regiment,  in  which  he  was  commissioned  captain  and  with 
lich  he  served  till  July,  1862,  when  he  was  made  major  of  the 
lirty-third  Regiment,  then  being  organized,  and  went  into  service 
its  lieutenant  colonel,  being  commissioned  colonel  April  3,1863. 
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He  led  the  regiment  bravely  at  Chancellorsville,  GettTsburjr.  and 
under  Hooker  at  Wauhatchie,  where  he  was  very  severely  wounded, 
so  that  hip  life  was  despaired  of.  For  his  gallantry  in  this  action 
he  was  at  the  request  of  General  Hooker  commissioned  brigadier 
general,  and  on  recovering  sufficiently  was  made  president  of  a 
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r,-vf .  rorr  ^  m  .,t  Washington.  Dating  from  the  13th  of 
.Vi.cu,  18U»,  iic  wo*  brcvetted  major  general  of  volunteers,  and  on 
lilt-  1st  of  September  ensuing  his  resignation  was  accepted  and  he 
was  appointed  by  the  President  surveyor  in  the  Custom  House  at 
Boston,  where  he  served  for  21  years.  He  died  at  Boston.  Janu- 
ary 14,  1888.   


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Charles  F.  Walcott 

Of  Boston  was  commissioned  a  captain  in  the  Twenty-first  Regiment 
on  its  organization,  and  served  in  that  rank,  much  of  the  time  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  a  field  officer,  from  August  21,  1861,  till 
April  23,  1863,  when  he  resigned  his  commission.  On  the  16th 
oi  May,  1864,  he  was  commissioned  captain  of  the  Twelfth  Unat- 
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tached  Infantry  Company  of  Cambridge  (00  days),  serving  in  that 
capacity  from  the  10th  day  of  May  to  the  15th  of  August,  1864. 
On  the  formation  of  the  Sixty-first  Regiment  Captain  Walcott  was 
given  its  command,  being  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel  Septem- 
ber 22, 1804,  and  leaving  the  state  for  duty  on  the  7th  of  October 
with  the  first  battalion  of  five  companies.  He  was  made  colonel 
November  0  and  commanded  the  regiment  till  the  close  'of  the  war 
with  much  ability.  For  gallant  conduct  at  the  storming  of  Peters- 
burg, April  2, 1805,  he  received  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of 
volunteers,  dating  from  April  9.  General  Walcott  died  suddenly 
June  12.  1887.  _  t  

Brevet  Brigadier  General  Francis  A.  Walker 

Of  North  Drookfield  enlisted  in  the  Fifteenth  Regiment,  Massachu- 
setts Volunteers,  and  was  mustered  as  sergeant  major  of  the  regi- 
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ent  August  1, 1801.  lie  went  into  the  field  in  that  capacity,  being 
bsequently  commissioned  second  lieutenant  of  Company  K,  but 
is  never  mustered  to  that  rank.    He  was  instead  commissioned 
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captain  and  assistant  adjutant  general  on  the  14th  of  September, 
1861,  and  assigned  to  duty  on  the  staff  of  General  Darius  N.  Couch, 
then  commanding  a  brigade  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  re- 
mained on  General  Couch's  staff  till  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville, 
when  he  was  severely  wounded,  having  been  promoted  major  August 
11,  1802,  and  lieutenant  colonel  January  1,  1803.  Returning  t«> 
duty  at  Second  Corps  head-quarters  in  August,  1803,  he  served  under 
Generals  Warren  and  Hancock  for  about  a  year,  being  taken  prisoner 
by  the  Confederates  at  the  battle  of  Reams  Station,  August  2o. 
1804.  On  the  6th  of  October  he  was  paroled  from  Libby  Prison, 
being  sick,  and  on  the  12th  of  January,  1805,  resigned  his  commis- 
sion on  account  of  disabilities  incurred  in  prison.  Dating  from  the 
13th  of  March  following,  he  was  brevetted  colonel  "  for  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  during  the  campaign  of  1864,"  and  brigadier 
general  of  volunteers  "for  gallantry  and  good  conduct  and  severe 
wounds  at  Chancellorsville." 


Brevet  Ilri*a<lier  General  George  Hull  Ward 

Of  Worcester  was  at  the  opening  of  the  war  a  brigadier  general  of 
the  Massachusetts  Militia, — an  accomplished  and  skillful  officer. 
Being  disappointed  in  the  hope  that  his  entire  brigade  might  be 
called  into  service,  he  gave  his  fine  energies  to  the  work  of  recruit- 
ing the  Fifteenth  Regiment  of  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  being  in 
command  of  the  camp  at  Worcester  during  the  organization,  and 
accepting  the  commission  of  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  regiment  July 
24, 1801.  Accompanying  the  regiment  to  the  field,  and  taking  part- 
in  its  first  disastrous  battle  at  Ball's  Bluff,  October  21, 1801,  he  suf- 
fered the  loss  of  a  leg.  Returning  to  his  home  in  January,  he  ap- 
plied for  duty  as  soon  as  he  had  recovered  sufficiently,  and  for 
nearly  a  year  was  in  charge  of  recruiting  camps  at  Worcester  and 
elsewhere,  rendering  valuable  service.  Early  in  1863,  though  still 
suffering  from  an  imperfectly  healed  wound,  he  returned  to  the 
front  and  resumed  command  of  the  Fifteenth  Regiment,  of  which 
he  had  been  commissioned  colonel  on  the  promotion  of  Colonel 
Devens  to  a  brigadiership  April  20, 1802.  On  the  march  to  Gettys- 
burg Colonel  Ward  was  in  command  of  the  brigade  to  which  his 
regiment  was  attached,  but  being  relieved  on  reaching  the  tield  be 
returned  to  the  Fifteent  h  and  gallantly  led  it  forward  to  the  Emuntts- 
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burg  road  in  support  of  the  imperiled  Third  Corps,  late  in  the 
aiternoon  of  July  2, 1863.    The  disaster  to  that  corps  necessitating  a 
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chance  in  the  position  of  his  regiment,  he  was  in  the  act  of  moving  it. 
:oward  the  rear  when  he  fell  mortally  wounded, dying  in  a  few  horns. 
In  recognition  of  his  eminent  worth  he  received  the  brevet  rank  of 
jrigadier  general  of  volunteers  datinir  from  the  day  of  his  death. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Lucius  II.  Warren 

~)f  Charlestown  was  a  member  of  the  Harvard  Law  Scho  1  at  the 
ipening  of  the  civil  war,  having  graduated  from  Princeton  College 
n  1860.  On  his  graduation  from  the  Law  School  he  was  admitted 
o  the  Bar  of  Massachusetts,  but  fcclimr  that  his  country  demanded 
lis  services  he  enlisted  in  the  summer  of  and  before  leaving 

he  state  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  of  Company  I,Thirty- 
iecond  Massachusetts  Regiment, dating  from  July  ol.  On  the  14th 
)f  December  following  he  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant,  and  dur- 
nir  the  winter  of  1863-4  served  on  court-mart  ial  as  judge  advocate, 
n  March  following  he  was  appointed  major  of  the  Thirty-eighth 
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United  States  Colored  Troops,  then  being  organized  at  Norfolk,  Ya., 
and  later  became  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  same  regiment.  The 
command  formed  a  part  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  till  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Twenty-fifth,  composed  exclusively  of  colored  troops, 
when  it  went  into  the  new  corps.  It  had  part  in  the  operations 
against  Petersburg  and  Richmond,  and  was  among  the  first  troops 
to  enter  the  latter  city  at  its  fall,  being  probably  the  first  colored 
regiment  to  do  so.  Colonel  Warren  was  often  in  command  of  the 
brigade,  and  was  brevctted  brigadier  general  from  March  13,  I860. 
In  command  of  the  regiment  General  Warren  accompanied  General 
Sheridan  to  Texas  to  watch  the  operations  of  Maximilian  and  the 
French  in  Mexico,  being  stationed  at  Brownsville,  Brazos  Santiago 
and  lndianola,  most  of  the  time  in  command  of  the  brigade,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1866  commandant  of  the  district  of  lndianola  and  San 
Antonio.  He  was  mustered  out  of  the  volunteer  service  February 
22.  1867.  but  had  previously  been  appointed  first  lieutenant  and 
afterward  captain  in  the  Thirty-ninth  United  States  Infantry,  though 
he  never  served  with  the  regiment.  He  was  aide  and  inspector  on 
the  staff  of  Major  General  Robert  C.  Buchanan,  commanding  the 
Department  of  Louisiana  and  Texas,  and  served  with  him  duriug 
the  reconstruction  period,  1867-9,  and  in  that  capacity  was  called 
upon  to  depose  the  military  mayor  of  New  Orleans  in  1868  and  in- 
stalled the  mayor  elected  under  the  new  constitution  of  the  state. 
He  was  also  adjutant  general  of  the  Freedman's  Bureau  of  that  state. 
He  resigned  his  commission  December  31,  1870,  having  been  bre- 
vctted lieutenant  colonel  in  the  regular  service,  and  removed  to  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession. 


4^Brevet  Brigadier  General  Francis  Washburn 

Of  Lancaster  left  his  studies  in  Germany  upon  hearing  of  the  civil 
war  in  his  own  country,  and  returned  to  offer  his  services  in  any 
manner  in  which  they  might  be  required.  His  first  position  was 
that  of  second  lieutenant  in  the  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  which 
he  accepted  on  the  organization  of  the  command,  winning  steady 
and  highlv  honorable  advancement.  This  commission  dated  from 
December  26, 1861.  He  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant  on  the  7th 
of  March  following,  and  at  the  formation  of  the  Second  Regiment 
of  Cavalry  he  was  on  the  26th  of  January,  1863,  made  one  of  the 
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-iriginai  captains  of  that  command.  After  a  year's  service  in  that 
•egiment  he  received  the  commission  of  lieutenant  colonel  in  the 
Fourth  Cavalry,  accompanied  that  organization  into  the  field  and 
served  with  distinction.  On  the  resignation  of  Colonel  Rand  he  was 
idvaneed  to  the  vacancy  February  4,  1805.  On  the  retreat  of  the 
Confederate  army  under  General  Leo  from  Petersburg,  Colonel 
Washburn  with  three  companies  of  his  regiment  accompanied  the 
lead-quarters  of  the  Army  of  the  James  to  Burkesville,  reaching 
here  on  the  night  of  April  5.  Next  morning  with  two  infantry 
-egiments  he  was  sent  to  High  Bridge,  over  which  it  was  feared  the 
memy  might  escape,  and  in  the  desperate  fight  which  ensued  with 
i  vastly  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  Colonel  Washburn,  while  gal- 
antly  leading  his  handful  of  cavalry  to  a  fresh  charge  after  having 
wice  broken  through  the  opposing  lines,  was  shot  in  the  head  while 
mgaged  in  a  sword  tight  with  a  Confederate  officer.  After  having 
alien  from  his  horse  he  was  struck  in  the  head  with  a  saber,  and 
cmained  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  held  him  a  prisoner  for 
wo  days,  giving  no  care  to  his  wounds.  After  the  surrender  of 
>e  he  received  every  attention  that  surgical  skill  could  bestow,  but- 
lied  from  his  wounds  on  the  22d.  As  a  trifling  mark  of  apprecia- 
tion of  his  gallant  conduct,  he  was  brevetted  brigadier  general  to 
late  from  the  day  of  his  last  magnificent  tight. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Ansel  D.  Wass 

3f  Boston  left  the  counting-room  at  the  first  call  for  volunteers  and 
vent  to  the  front  as  first  lieutenant  of  Company  K,  Sixth  Regi- 
nent,  in  April,  1861.  Returning  at  the  close  of  the  three-months' 
service  of  that  command,  he  was  immediately  commissioned  captain 
>f  the  44 Tiger  Fire  Zouaves,"  Company  K,  Nineteenth  Regiment,  on 
he  22d  of  August,  1801,  holding  the  command  till  July  1, 1802,  * 
vhen  he  was  promoted  to  major,  but  on  the  6th  of  September  was 
nade  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Fortv-lirst  Regiment — afterward  the 
Hiird  Cavalry.  Accompanying  that  regiment  to  Louisiana,  he 
ierved  with  it  till  the  31st  of  January,  1863,  when  he  resigned,  and 
vas  on  the  23d  of  May  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel  of  the 
Nineteenth.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  where 
he  regiment  distinguished  itself,  and  again  at  Bristoe  Station,  Octo- 
)er  14  following,  where  he  was  in  command  of  the  brigade.  He 
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was  made  colonel  of  the  regiment  from  February  28, 1864,  and  held 
that  commission  till  the  Nineteenth  were  mustered  out  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  of  service,  July  28, 1864.  Within  a  week  he 
was  made  colonel  of  the  Sixtieth  Regiment,  then  being  enlisted  for 
100  days;  and  with  his  new  command  reported  to  Washington  early 
in  August,  being  stationed  at  Indianapolis,  Iud.,  during  the  term  of 
enlistment.  As  the  regiment  was  about  to  return  to  Massachusetts 
it  received  from  Governor  Morton  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  state  of 
Indiana  for  its  service,  with  the  eulogistic  compliments  of  that  ex- 
ecutive. It  was  as  colonel  of  the  Sixtieth  that  General  Wass  received 
his  brevet  rank,  dating  from  March  13,  1865.  Although  suffering 
in  health  from  his  long  service,  General  Wass  would  not  sheathe 
his  sword  so  long  as  his  country  demanded  his  further  efforts,  and 
on  the  2d  of  March,  1865,  he  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Sixty- 
second  Regiment,  then  being  recruited.  Before  the  command  was 
filled,  however,  or  had  been  mustered,  the  collapse  of  the  rebellion 
removed  the  necessity  for  its  organization,  and  the  companies  which 
had  been  enlisted  were  dismissed.  After  some  months  spent  in  ro. 
gaining  his  broken  health,  General  Wass  entered  the  Boston  Custom 
House,  where  he  remained  till  1878,  when  he  became  a  confirmed  in- 
valid.   He  died  at  his  home  in  Boston  on  the  24th  of  January,  1889. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Stephen  Mi  not  Weld,  Jr., 

Of  West  Roxbury  began  his  service  as  volunteer  aide-de-camp  on 
the  staff  of  General  Horatio  G.  Wright,  commanding  a  brigade 
in  the  Port  Royal  expedition,  which  sailed  from  Annapolis  late  in 
October,  1861.  Returning  north  during  the  following  winter  he  was 
commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  the  Eighteenth  Massachusetts 

Volunteers  January  24, 1862,  and  was  assigned  to  dutv  on  the  staff 

•  »  »..  « 

of  General  Fitz  John  Porter.  He  served  in  that  capacity  with  dis- 
tinction, winning  complimentary  mention  from  General  Porter  for 
gallantry  and  ability  during  the  siege  of  Yorktown  and  at  thr  bat- 
tle of  Gaines  Mill.  Near  the  close  of  the  latter  action,  June  27, 
1862,  Lieutenant  Weld  was  captured  and  taken  to  Libby  Prison  at 
Richmond,  where  he  remained  for  six  weeks,  when  he  was  ex- 
changed and  rejoined  General  Porter  at  Harrison's  Landing.  His 
staff  duty  with  that  officer  continued  during  the  campaign  under 
General  Pope  and  that  of  Autietam  under  General  McClellan.  On 
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the  24th  of  October  he  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant  and  served 
on  the  staff  of  General  Benham  till  after  the  battle  of  Chan- 
cellorsville.  At  Gettysburg  he  was  on  the  staff  of  General  Rey- 
nolds, commanding  the  First  Corps,  and  after  that  officer's  death 
he  served  his  successor,  General  John  Newton,  in  the  same  capacity. 
He  had  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain,  dating  from  the  4th 
of  May,  1863,  and  on  the  22d  of  July  was  commissioned  lieutenant 
colonel  of  the  Fifty-sixth  Massachusetts  (First  Veteran)  Regiment, 
the  organization  of  which  had  been  begun.  With  that  rank  be  went 
to  the  front  in  the  spring  of  1804,  and  the  killing  of  his  superior. 
Colonel  Oriswold,  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  devolved  upon 
him  the  command  of  the  regiment,  of  which  he  was  commissioned 
colonel,  dating  from  that  time.  Colonel  Weld  was  in  command  of 
the  brigade  during  the  action  before  Petersburg  on  the  17th  of  June, 
and  in  the  disastrous  battle  of  the  Crater,  July  30,  with  a  score  of 
his  men,  he  was  for  the  second  time  made  a  prisoner,  being  sent  to 
Columbia,  S.  C.  He  was  held  there  till  the  loth  of  December,  when 
he  was  paroled,  and  on  the  31st  of  March,  1865,  he  was  regularly 
exchanged,  rejoining  his  regiment  before  Petersburg  on  the  4th  of 
April.  He  served  with  it  till  the  command  was  mustered  out,  July 
12.  1865,  receiving  at  the  age  of  23  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general 
of  volunteers,  dating  from  the  13th  of  March,  1865. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  George  IK  Wells 

Of  lioston  entered  the  service  as  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  First  Mas- 
sachusetts Regiment  at  its  formation,  in  which  position  he  served 
with  distinguished  ability  and  gallantry,  sharing  the  fortunes  of  that 
regiment  till  the  close  of  the  Peninsular  campaign.  He  was  in 
command  of  the  Union  skirmish  line  at  the  battle  of  Blackburn's 
Ford,  and  subsequently  in  the  presence  of  Colonel  Cowdin  was  in 
command  of  the  regiment.  lie  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the 
Thirty -fourth  Massachusetts  July  11, 1862,  and  led  that  regiment 
into  the  field;  but  though  retaining  his  commission  as  its  colonel 
he  was  really  in  immediate  command  of  the  regiment  but  little.  On 
the  9th  of  September  he  took  command  of  the  brigade  to  which  his 
regiment  was  assigned,  and  a  few  days  later  was  placed  in  command 
if  Fort  Lvon.  There  he  remained  till  the  following  Januarv,  when 
he  returned  to  the  command  of  the  Thirty-fourth,  but  in  July  the 
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regiment  was  ordered  to  Harper's  Ferry  when  he  again  became  acting 
brigadier,  and  till  the  following  spring  he  was  variously  engaged  in 
court-martial  duty  or  the  command  of  some  post  or  brigade,  frequent 
changes  being  made  in  the  forces  in  that  vicinity  at  that  time.  In 
the  December  expedition  up  the  Valley  in  co-operation  with  AverelFs 
cavalry,  Colonel  Wells  commanded  the  column.  Near  the  last  of 
April,  1864,  he  returned  temporarily  to  the  regiment  and  commanded 
it  in  the  severe  fight  at  New  Market  the  following  month  and  at 
Piedmont  in  June,  soon  after  which  he  was  made  commander  of 
the  First  Brigade,  First  Division  of  the  Army  of  West  Virginia, 
of  which  his  regiment  became  part.  In  this  capacity  Colonel 
Wells  served  till  his  death,  through  the  Lynchburg  expedition  under 
Hunter  and  the  desperate  retreat  by  way  of  the  Kanawha  valley,  in 
the  battles  of  Snicker's  Ferry,  the  Opequan  and  Fisher's  Hill.  On 
the  13th  of  October,  in  the  affair  variously  known  as  the  battle  of 
Tom's  Brook,  Stickney  Farm  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was  mortally 
wounded  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  dying  before  he 
could  be  conveyed  from  the  field.  His  body  was  sent  within  the 
Union  lines  the  following  day  under  a  flag  of  truce.  His  brevet  of 
brigadier  general  of  volunteers  reached  camp  after  his  death,  bear- 
ing date  October  1*2, 1864. 


Major  General  Amiel  W.  Whipple, 

Born  at  Greenwich  and  appointed  from  Massachusetts  to  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  at  West  Point,  graduated  in  the  class  of  1841  and 
was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  of  the  First  Artillery,  but  later 
in  the  year  was  transferred  to  the  Topographical  Engineers,  with 
which  branch  of  the  service  he  was  engaged  in  the  survey  of  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the  British  possessions 
from  1844  to  1847,  and  that  with  Mexico  during  the  five  years  fol- 
lowing. He  was  in  command  of  the  party  engaged  1853-5  in  the 
exploration  for  a  railroad  route  from  the  Mississippi  river  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  and  was  the  author  of  the  report  of  the  survey. 
Having  risen  to  the  rank  of  captain,  he  served  principally  in  and 
about  Florida  till  the  war  broke  out,  when  he  was  at  his  own  re- 
quest transferred  to  the  defenses  of  Washington  and  was  appoiuted 
chief  topographical  engineer  on  the  staff  of  General  McDowell, 
serving  with  the  Array  of  the  Potomac  in  the  Bull  Run  campaign. 
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and  in  the  battle  was  noticeable  for  coolness,  intrepidity  and  daring. 
He  was  then  attached  to  the  staff  of  General  McClellan,  but  after 
the  opening  of  the  Peninsular  campaign  was  appointed  a  brigadier 
general  of  volunteers,  recalled  and  assigned  to  the  defenses  of 
Washington  south  of  the  Potomac,  his  command  extending  from 
Fort  Lyon  near  Alexandria  to  Forts  Ethan  Allen  and  Marcy  near 
Chain  Bridge.  On  the  10th  of  October.  1862,  he  took  the  field  at 
the  head  of  the  Third  Division,  Third  Corps,  which  he  ably  com- 
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nanded  in  the  movement  into  Virginia  and  along  the  base  of  the 
Hue  Ridge,  in  the  operations  against  the  retiring  Confederate  Army 
f  Northern  Virginia,  as  well  as  in  the  Fredericksburg  and  Chan- 
ellorsville  campaigns  and  battles.  At  the  latter,  on  the  3d 
f  May,  1863,  while  gallantly  fighting  his  division,  he  was  mortally 
-ounded  and  taken  to  Washington,  where  he  died  on  the  7th,  at 
he  age  of  46.  He  was  commissioned  major  general  of  volunteers 
rom  the  6th,  and  also  received  the  brevet  of  colonel  in  the  regular 
ne  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  at  Fredericksburg,  fol- 
jwed  by  those  of  brigadier  general  and  major  general.  United 
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States  Army,  for  like  services  at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville 
and  during  the  rebellion.  In  his  death  the  nation  lost  an  able, 
conscientious  and  accomplished  officer,  and  Massachusetts  an 
honored  son. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Charles  A.  Whittler 

Of  Huston,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  University,  was  commissioned 
second  lieutenant  of  Company  A,  Twentieth  Regiment  Massachu- 
setts Volunteers,  at  its  organization,  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Ball's 
Bluff  as  such,  and  was  advanced  to  first  lieutenant  on  the  26th  of 
November  following.  Serving  through  the  Peninsular  campaign 
with  his  regiment,  he  was  about  the  1st  of  September,  1862,  at- 
tached to  the  staff  of  General  John  Sedgwick,  then  commanding  a 
division  of  the  Second  Army  Corps,  and  served  with  that  officer 
till  his  death  at  Spottsylvania,  May  9,  1864,  being  at  his  side  when 
the  fatal  wound  was  received.  He  continued  on  the  staff  of  Sedg- 
wick's successor,  General  II.  G.  Wright,  and  after  the  close  of  the 
war  accompanied  General  Hal  leek  to  San  Francisco,  where  he  was 
special  inspector  of  the  military  division  of  the  Pacific  from  Septem- 
ber, 1865,  to  June,  1869.  Afterward  he  served  for  a  short  time  in 
the  division  of  the  South,  resigning  on  the  8th  of  August,  1870, 
after  having  served  his  country  for  nine  years  and  one  month.  He 
was  promoted  to  captain  November  12, 1862;  in  the  early  part  of 
1865  was  advanced  to  major  and  lieutenant  colonel  of  volunteers 
(assistant  adjutant  general),  and  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general  of 
volunteers  was  conferred  dating  from  the  9th  of  April  of  that  year. 


Brigadier  General  Edward  A.  Wild 

Of  Brookline  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  and  a  physician  by 
profession,  having  served  as  such  in  the  Crimean  war.  He  entered 
the  service  as  captain  of  Company  A,  First  Massachusetts  Regiment, 
serving  efficiently  in  that  capacity  till  the  summer  of  1862  and  re- 
ceiving a  severe  wound  in  the  arm  in  one  of  the  battles  on  the  Pen- 
insula. While  recovering  he  was  commissioned  major  of  the 
Thirty-second  Regiment  with  which  he  did  not  serve,  however,  being 
placed  in  command  of  Camp  Stanton  at  Lynnfield,  where  the  final 
companies  of  that  regiment  with  other  troops  rendezvoused,  and  on 
the  organization  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Regiment  he  was  made  its 
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colonel,  August  11,  1802.  Leading  his  regiment  at  once  into  the 
field,  he  received  a  wound  at  the  battle  of  South  Mountain,  Septem- 
ber 14,  which  necessitated  the  amputation  of  his  left  arm  ami  in- 
capacitated him  for  some  time  from  active  service  in  the  field.  On 
the  24th  of  April,  1863,  he  was  commissioned  brigadier  general  of 
volunteers,  and  proceeding  to  North  Carolina  set  about  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  brigade  of  colored  troops, —  a  line  of  work  to  which  he  de- 
voted himself  with  great  earnestness.  During  the  summer  he  went 
with  his  brigade  to  the  South  Carolina  islands  and  engaged  in  the 
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ege  operations  against  Fort  Wagner.  He  did  not  long  remain,  but 
aving  his  soldiers  there  returned  with  his  staff  to  North  Carolina 
id  raised  more  negro  troops.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1864 
5  was  for  three  months  or  more  in  command  of  the  district  of 
orfolk  and  Portsmouth,  Va.,  his  duties  embracing  the  civil  gov- 
naient  of  the  two  cities.  He  had  previously  been  in  command  of 
I  the  colored  troops  being  gathered  in  that  district,  and  when  the 
ring  campaign  opened  was  placed  in  charge  of  Fort  Powhatan 
d  Wilson's  Wharf,  commanding  the  colored  troops  forming  the 
lion  forces  at  the  battle  at  the  latter  place,  May  24.    He  after- 
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ward  took  part  in  the  operations  against  Petersburg,  and  when  the 
Twenty-fifth  Corps  was  formed,  composed  entirely  of  colored  troops, 
about  the  first  of  December,  1864,  he  was  for  a  time  in  command 
of  the  First  Division.  Later  in  the  month,  with  a  body  of  white 
troops  taken  from  the  North  Carolina  defenses,  he  made  an  expedi- 
tion from  Albemarle  Sound  up  the  Roanoke  river;  after  which  he 
again  commanded  the  division  till  relieved  by  General  Kautz,  some 
two  months  later,  when  he  resumed  command  of  the  First  Brigade. 
After  the  fall  of  Richmond  the  brigade  was  moved  to  Petersburg 
and  from  there  was  soon  dispersed.  General  Wild  went  into  the 
Freedman's  Bureau,  having  charge  of  Georgia  under  General  Sax- 
ton,  and  after  several  months  spent  thus  he  was  mustered  out 
January  15,  1806. 


Brevet  Brigadier  General  Robert  Williams 

Of  Virginia  was  at  the  opening  of  the  war  a  first  lieutenant  in  the 
regular  army,  and  during  the  ensuing  summer  was  promoted  to 
captain,  serving  as  assistant  adjutant  general.  Being  an  accom- 
plished cavalry  officer,  he  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  First 
Massachusetts  Cavalry,  October  7, 1861,  which  command  he  retained 
until  late  the  following  October,  serving  in  the  Department  of  the 
South  till  August,  1802,  and  commanding  one  or  mere  of  the  ex- 
peditions which  moved  against  the  enemy  in  that  vicinity  during  the 
time,  lie  then  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  with  portions  of 
two  battalions  of  his  regiment,  and  accompanied  it  during  the  An- 
tietam  campaign.  He  had  meantime  been  promoted  to  major  in 
the  regular  service,  and  October  20, 1862,  returned  to  duty  there  as 
assistant  adjutant  general,  in  which  line  of  service  he  remained  till 
after  the  close  of  the  war.  He  received  the  brevet  of  brigadier  gen- 
eral in  the  United  States  Army  to  date  from  March  13,  180o. 
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